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LECTURES  ON  SURGERY. 


Introductory  Lecture. 


Gentlemen, — While  it  is  the  province  of  the  physician  to 
attend  to  internal  diseases,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  surgeon  to 
attend  to  those  that  are  external ; to  perforra  operations  for 
the  removal  of  diseased  parts ; and  to  know  how  to  regulate 
the  system  by  the  use  of  medicine,  when  local  diseases  are 
produced  by  constitutional  derangement.  Surgery  is  usually 
divided  into  the  principles  and  practice.  The  first  are  learned 
from  observations  on  the  living  when  diseased,  by  dissection 
of  the  dead,  and  by  experiments  on  living  animals.  Our  de- 
ductions from  these  sources  furnish  us  with  the  means  of 
knowing  a malady  Iry  its  symptoms,  the  alteration  of  structure 
in  a part  when  diseased,  and  the  various  ways  in  which  Nature 
attempts  the  reparative  process,  both  in  external  and  internal 
parts.  A man  who  has  seen  much  of  morbid  preparations 
possesses  great  advantages ; hut  his  anatomical  knowledge 
cannot  be  perfect  unless  he  has  frequently  seen  and  assisted 
in  the  dissection  of  the  human  body.  In  the  surgical  science 
hypothesis  should  be  entirely  discarded,  and  sound  theory, 
derived  from  actual  observation  and  experience,  alone  encou- 
raged. The  first  is  an  ignus  fatuus,  which  is  sure  to  mislead  ; 
the  last  a polar  star,  a never-failing  guide.  Experiments  on 
living  animals  have  been  found  of  the  greate.st  utility  in  di- 
recting us  to  a knowledge  of  the  means  by  which  Nature  acts 
in  the  reparation  of  injuries,  and  in  the  restoration  of  lost 
parts.  'J’hus  the  method  she  would  adopt  in  uniting  a frac- 
ture in  the  bone  of  a dog,  will  show  you  the  manner  in  which 
union  of  a fractured  bone  would  be  effected  in  mau  ; the 
secretion  of  ossific  matter  by  the  blood-vessels  being  in  each 
case  i)reciscly  the  .'ame. 

Id  the  practice  of  surgery,  also,  many  essential  qualities 
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are  requisite  on  tlic  part  of  the  sui-gcon.  The  first  of  vyhicli 
is  neatness  in  the  application  of  Ills  remedies  ; awkwardness 
in  this  respect  will  frequently  injure  his  professional  pros- 
pects— the  patient  and  his  friends  often  judge  of  a man’s 
skill  by  his  manner  of  bleeding,  or  from  the  application  of  a 
bandage;  and  it  sometimes  happens  that  “ the  hand  spoils 
the  head.” 

The  next  requisite  is,  gentleness  of  manner  ; patients  hav- 
ing a natural  dislike  to  operations,  feel  still  more  uneasy  if 
they  discover  any  thiug  in  their  practitioner’s  behaviour  which 
makes  them  apprehend  rough  treatment. 

Violence  is  in  all  cases  bad,  and  is  sometimes  followed  by 
fatal  consequences. 

I was  invited  by  a surgeon,  some  years  since,  to  see  a 
patient  who  had  a compound  dislocation  of  the  ankle  joint : 
there  existed  a considerable  degree  of  pain  and  inflammation  ; 
the  surgeon  at  once  suddenly  introduced  a probe,  raised  some 
of  the  parts  by  it,  and,  his  Latin  being  as  bad  as  his  surgery, 
said  with  the  utmost  coolness,  Dedenda  est  Carthago,  “ Car- 
thage must  fall !”  thereby  implying  that  amputation  must  be 
performed  ; indeed,  from  the  rough  manner  in  which  be 
treated  his  patient,  there  seemed  no  other  chance  for  the 
poor  fellow’s  recovery.  In  this  case  gentleness  might  have 
prevented  the  necessity  for  amputation. 

But  the  quality  which  is  considered  of  the  highest  order  iu 
surgical  operations  is  self-possession ; the  head  must  .always 
direct  the  hand,  otherwise  the  operator  is  unfit  to  discover 
an  effectual  remedy  for  the  unforeseen  accidents  which  may 
occur  in  his  practice.  Without  this  quality  a man  may  do 
well  enough  in  ordinary  cases,  but  can  do  little  on  sudden 
emergencies  ; it  inspires  confidence,  and  almost  insures  the 
success  of  the  operation.  These  qualities  forward  the  interests 
of  professional  men,  whilst  they  diminish  the  sufferings  of 
human  nature.  Patients  generally  form  au  opinion  of  a sur- 
geon’s ability  by  his  manner  : if  he  be  of  a dry,  morose  turn, 
he  is  apt  to  alarm  not  only  the  patient,  but  his  whole  family; 
whereas,  he  who  speaks  kindly  to  them,  and  asks  for  particu- 
lar information,  is  supposed  to  have  more  knowledge,  and 
receives  more  respect. 

In  all  cases  it  is  the  duty  of  the  surgeon  never  to  advise  au 
operation  unless  there  is  a probability  that  it  will  be  attended 
with  success:  he  should  here,  as  in  every  instance,  “ do  to 
others  as  he  would  have  others  do  unto  him.”  Let  it  be 
always  remembered,  that  operations  cannot  be  safely  under- 
taken by  any  man,  unless  he  possess  a thorough  knowledge  of 
anatomy.  This  is  the  real  groundwork  of  all  surgical  science ; 
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and  it  lias  ever  been  found  that  half- anatomists  are  bungling 
practitioners  ; ignorance  here,  as  it  always  will,  gives  confi- 
dence  without  power.  But  it  is  consolatory  to  know,  that  the 
human  frame  is  better  understood  at  the  present  epoch  by 
students,  than  it  was  forty  years  ago  by  professors.  With  us, 
the  march  of  improvement  has  been  most  rapid;  and  it  has 
principally  arisen  from  the  assiduity  with  which  the  modern 
surgeons  have  pursued  their  avocations  in  the  dissecting- 
room.  A few  years  since,  all  operations  were  attended  with 
haxard  ; those  now  undertaken  commonly  do  well,  which  can 
only  be  explained  by  our  increased  information.  An  old 
surgeon,  now  deceased,  said,  “ that  operations  for  extracting 
»4ones  from  the  bladder,  put  him  in  mind  of  sailing  between 
Scylla  and  Charybdis.”  It  was  replied,  " that  not  to  attempt 
them  was  certainly  resigning  his  patients  to  Scylla  !”  It  is 
true,  these  operations  require  the  most  perfect  anatomical 
skill ; as  do  those  for  hernia,  aneurism,  and  fractures  of  the 
bones  of  the  head,  attended  with  dej)ression.  Anatomy  like- 
\\ise  teaches  us  how  to  discriminate  disease;  in  which  lies 
more  than  half  the  cure.  Without  this  knowledge,  disloca- 
tions frequently  cannot  be  detected ; whereby  patients  may 
become  miseiable  for  life,  and  thus  the  reputation  of  the 
surgeon  be  for  ever  lost.  Some  years  since,  one  of  the  pro- 
fession, whom  I had  long  known,  but  had  not  seen  for  many 
3’ears,  called  on  me  ; 1 naturally  inquired  respecting  his  suc- 
cess. He  replied,  that  his  life  had  been  like  April,  sometimes 
sunshine,  sometimes  rain.  I rejoined,  “ How  so  you  have 
brought  up  a family  genteely,  and  have,  I understand,  a re- 
spectable practice.”  “ 'JVue  (said  he),  but  a circumstance 
occurred  some  time  ago  which  lias  given  me  much  uneasiness  ; 
I was  called  to  attend  a case  of  dislocation  of  the  shoulder 
joint,  but  it  so  ha])pene(l  that  I could  not  discover  it ; after 
attending  the  patient  fi>ra  considerable  time,  another  surgeon 
was  requested  to  see  him,  who  at  once  pronounced  the  bone 
to  be  out,  which  in  reality  was  the  case,  for  in  a very  short 
time  he  reduced  it.  When  the  man  recovered,  he  brought 
an  action  against  me  ; I had  to  pay  two  hundred  j)ounds 
damages,  and  the  law  expenses  were  two  hundred  pounds 
more.  Tlie  loss  of  the  money  I did  not  feel,  but  1 have  severely 
felt  being  pointed  at  as  an  ignorant  man.” 

A few  years  ago,  one  of  the  dressers  in  St.  Thomas’s  Hos- 
pital wished  to  perforin  an  operation  ; and  he  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  the  surgery  boy,  who  had  a bad  leg,  and  said  to  him, 
one  day,  “ Abraham,  I should  like  to  cut  olf  your  leg.” — 
” Indeed  1”  .said  Abraham,  “ I should  not  like  it.” — Oh,” 
said  the  dresser,  “ it  t\ill  never  be  of  any  use  to  you  in  i(v 
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present  state,  and  therefore  you  had  better  be  without  it.  I 
will  take  a lodging  for  you  ; I will  give  you  some  money,  and 
you  shall  be  well  attended.”  The  boy’s  scruples  were  over- 
come ; he  took  the  money,  went  to  the  lodging ; all  was 
fixed,  and  the  operator  began  ; but  finding  a great  discharge 
of  blood,  he  cried  out  to  his  assistant— “ Screw  the  tourni- 
quet tighter.”  He  obeyed,  but  in  doing  so  the  .screw  broke, 
and  at  this  unforeseen  accident  the  dresser  lost  all  presence 
of  mind ; he  jumped  about  the  room,  then  ran  to  the  suf- 
ferer, and  endeavoured  to  stop  the  effusion  of  blood  by  com- 
pressing the  wound  with  his  hand,  but  in  vain  ; his  sleeve 
became  filled  with  blood,  and  poor  Abraham  would  have  died 
iu  a very  short  time,  ha<i  not  a jjupil  accidentally  called,  who 
had  the  presence  Of  mind  to  apply  the  key  of  the  door  to 
tlie  femoral  artery,  by  compressing  which  he  stopped  the 
bleeding,  and  thus  gained  time  for  the  application  of  another 
tourniquet. 

Some  years  ago,  one  of  the  dresser.s  at  Guy’s  Hospital,  in 
bleeding  a man,  punctured  the  artery  that  lay  under  the  vein 
(a  situation  in  which  he  ought  not  to  have  Med),  and  before 
the  blood  could  be  stopped  the  person  lost  thirty-seven 
ounces.  One  of  the  surgeons  cut  down  upon  the  artery  at 
the  elbow,  and  secured  it.  In  doing  this,  he  divided  the  prin- 
cipal veins;  inflammation  and  mortification  came  ou,  and 
death  soon  followed. 

I bring  forward  these  examples  to  impress  upon  your  minds 
that  an  imperative  necessity  exists  for  making  yourselves  well 
acquainted  with  anatomical  science  ; wdthout  which  you  can- 
not conscientiously  discharge  your  duty  to  society;  and  it  is 
upon  this  that  you  must  lay  the  foundation  for  your  future 
advancement. 

The  parts  of  the  body  most  essential  to  be  particularly 
studied  are,  the  brain,  bones,  ajteries,  veins,  nerves,  and 
joints.  To  each  of  these  you  must  pay  particular  attention,  and 
make  yourselves  well  acquainted  with  its  form,  situation,  and 
functions  ; otherwise  you  will  only  be  exposed  to  ridicule, 
and  perhaps  worse,  if,  in  your  practice,  you  should  be  igno- 
rant of  the  nature  of  these  structures.  You  should  know  the 
nature  of  the  human  machine  well,  or  how  can  you  pretend 
to  repair  it.’  If  you  have  a watch  injured,  you  will  not  give 
it  to  a tinker  to  repair — you  will  get  the  best  watchmaker  you 
can  to  set  it  right.  How,  then,  can  it  be  supposed,  that  the 
finest  and  most  perfect  organization  we  know  of,  when  out  of 
order,  should  be  consigned  to  the  hands  of  unlearned  persons  ? 
Mistakes  of  this  kind  do,  it  is  true,  sometimes  happen,  but 
much  less  often  now  than  formerly. 
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W!ien  you  dissect,  do  not  attack  all  the  parts  of  tlie  body  at 
once,  'rhe  best  plan  is,  to  take  the  portion  that  you  are 
examining  to  your  room,  and  keep  it  fresh  by  plunging  it  into 
alcohol.  Inspect  it  with  care,  and  note  down  your  observa- 
tions. By  these  means,  a head  will  occupy  your  time  for  five 
or  six  weeks  very  advantageously. 

Physiological  knowledge  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the 
profession  of  surgery:  this  gives  you  a knowledge  of  the 
healthy  functions,  and  thus  enables  you  better  to  understand 
the  nature  of  diseased  action.  This  was  the  rock  on  which 
Hunter  stood,  admired  by  the  wise,  and  abused  by  the  iguo- 
rant ; indefatigable  in  his  research,  he  omitted  no  opportunity 
of  exploding  false  theories,  and  substituting  true  ones  founded 
on  facts  established  by  experiments.  But  it  is  said  that  he 
was  a man  of  great  genius  : I do  not  think  so  ; or,  if  he  were, 
he  owed  it  to  his  uncommon  industry  and  assiduity.  He  was 
the  last  in  the  laboratory  or  study  at  night,  and  the  first  there 
in  the  morning,  allowing  himself  very  little  time  for  repose. 
It  w'as  in  this  way  he  collected  and  arranged  that  Museum 
which  will  endure  as  long  a.s  any  thing  of  the  kind — the  admi- 
ration of  foreigners,  as  well  as  of  our  own  countrymen.  But 
we  are  still  more  indebted  to  him  for  the  true  principles  of 
our  science,  which  he  displayed  to  us  with  a masterly  hand. 
In  this  free  country  the  same  way  is  open  to  all  who  choose 
to  take  it,  who  prefer  honourable  and  laborious  exertion  to 
idle  habits,  which  insure  ignorance,  and,  finally,  disgrace. 

The  study  of  medicine  is  important  to  the  surgeon  : he 
.should  be  able  to  prescribe  with  certainty — should  well  under- 
stand the  great  influence  of  local  disease  on  the  constitution, 
as  well  as  the  origin  of  local  disease  from  constitutional  de- 
rangement. Without  such  knowledge,  he  knows  but  half  his 
duty.  On  the  other  hand,  a mere  physician  cannot  be  a good 
judge  of  surgical  cases  ; and  notwithstanding  my  respect  for 
the  physicians  of  Guy’s  Hospital,  I would  not  hold  my  si- 
tuation in  that  establishment,  unless  I had  the  right  of  pre- 
scribing for  my  surgical  patients.  I had,  in  one  of  these  hos- 
pitals, a man  under  my  care  for  a compound  fracture,  and 
had  great  hopes  of  .saving  the  patient,  as  he  was  doing  well ; 
but  a physician,  whilst  going  through  the  ward,  visited  him, 
and  ordered  a cathartic,  wliich,  acting  rather  violently,  dis- 
turbed him  so  much,  that  fatal  consecpiences  ensued.  That  a 
physician  should  not  interfere  with  patients  of  this  description 
is  therefore  evident ; but  I do  not  mean  to  say  that  one  pro- 
fessijm  is  to  be  upheld  at  the  expense  of  the  other : far  from 
it,  indeed  they  should  mutually  assist  in  the  great  duty  of 
preserving  human  existence. 
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Reading  will  he  found  extremely  useful,  when  it  is  select ; 
but  I would  not  recommend  works  to  young  students  which 
lay  down  systems  for  their  guidance;  such  a plan  of  reading 
is  bad.  It  is  better  to  read  the  detached  works  on  particular 
diseases.  To  the  pupils  generally,  but  more  particularly  to 
those  who  arc  allowed  to  pass  in  this  metropolis  but  one  or 
two  seasons  in  attending  the  different  hospitals,  I strongly  re- 
comntend  punctuality  in  their  attendance  at  lectures,  and  at 
the  dissections  and  hospital  practice.  In  St.  Thomas’s  Hos- 
pital alone,  you  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  aborc  800  in- 
door, and  a vast  number  of  out-door  patients,  whose  cases  are 
equally  usefui  as  intere.sting  to  students.  1 caution  the  pupils 
from  speaking  unguardedly  before  the  patients;  it  can  do  no 
good  to  let  them  know  what  is  intended  for  their  cure,  which 
it  very  often  prevents.  Some  time  ago,  a man  came  into  Guy’s 
Hospital,  having  a disease  that  required  an  operation,  and  by 
no  means  a dangerous  one.  A pupil,  when  conversing  witli 
him,  asked  him  where  he  came  from  ; the  man  replied, 
“ From  Cornwall.”  “ O did  you  ?”  said  the  pupil ; “ VVell, 
I can  tell  you,  you  will  never  see  Cornwall  again.”  The 
patient  became  alarmed,  and  immediately  left  the  hospital. 

I recommend  to  you,  also,  the  i»ractice  of  taking  notes,  but 
not  hasty  ones,  as  they  do  more  harm  than  service,  by  caus- 
imr  one  term  to  be  mistaken  for  another. 

I am  happy  to  bear  witness  to  the  great  improvement  which 
has  taken  place,  of  late  years,  in  the  education  of  those  who 
are  coming  forward  in  the  various  classes  of  medical  pupils  : 
this  I consider  a most  essential  advantage,  as  it  tends,  more 
than  any  other  circumstance,  to  raise  the  character  of  the 
profession  to  its  [)ropcr  station.  To  the  Company  of  Apothe- 
caries society  is  much  indebted,  as  to  them  we  owe  the  Act 
which  makes  a certain  course  of  education  indispensable  to 
medical  students.  In  the  metropolis,  surgeons,  of  course,  are 
highly  respected,  but  not  equally  so  in  the  country,  for  there 
the  practitioner  is  obliged  to  inspect  the  preparation  of  his 
medicines,  and,  necessarily,  must  he  often  in  his  shop.  But 
genm’al  education,  so  essential  to  our  profession  in  particular, 
is  making  rapid  and  desirable  advances,  whilst  ignorance  flies 
fast  before  it. 

I particularly  request  the  young  pupils,  whose  friends  have 
at  great  expense  prepared  them  for  an  honourable  and  lucra- 
tive profession,  not  to  lose  their  precious  time  in  idle  and  vain 
amusements;  and  while  they  have  those  opportunities  which 
our  hospitals  afford,  to  keep  their  attention  steadily  fixed  on 
the  various  bi'anches  of  science  which  are  essential  to  a know- 
ledge of  surgery,  and  not  suffer  themselves  to  be  led  away 
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from  the  true  path  to  eminence  by  the  idle  and  unthinking  ; 
for,  I ask  them,  how  they  can,  on  their  return  home,  look 
their  friends  in  the  face,  if  they  have  neglected  their  duties  ? 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  should  they  conduct  themselves  with 
good  sense,  and  apply  with  diligence  to  their  studies,  they 
will  receive  their  just  reward. 

1 have  probably  known  ten  thousand  members  of  the  fa- 
culty in  the  course  of  my  professional  life,  to  whose  partiality 
I attribute  my  successful  progress,  more  than  to  any  merit  of 
my  own : and  I should  be  wanting  in  gratitude  if  I did  not 
acknowledge  it.  I have  observed  that  well-directed  assiduity 
will  surmount  all  difficulties ; you  should  not  be  deterred  in 
your  efforts,  even  by  poverty,  for  it  is  a great  stimulus  to  exer- 
tion, and  to  regularity  of  life  ; all,  however,  will  not  be 
equally  studious,  for  some  will  be  fluttering  in  the  boxes  of 
another  theatre,  or  come  here  only  to  interrupt  their  more 
steady  fellow-students.  But  I will  not  suffer  it  as  long  as  I 
liave  the  honour  of  lecturing  in  this  establishment  : no  man 
shall  interrupt  another  with  impunity.  Perhaps  some  who 
are  fashionably  dressed  may  think  proper  to  look  down  with 
a feeling  of  contempt  upon  the  students  whose  attire  is  plain 
and  more  modest ; but  should  such  a feeling  exist,  I would 
advise  such  persons  to  pause  a while,  and  consider  what  it  is 
that  makes  one  man  superior  to  another  in  this  profession. 
When  they  commence  their  career  of  public  life,  the  plain, 
industrious,  intelligent  young  man  goes  slowly  but  steadily  in 
the  right  track  of  his  profession,  and  rises  to  respectability, 
perhaps  even  to  a high  rank  ; on  the  other  hand,  the  fashion- 
able lounger,  who  neglects  to  improve  himself,  finds  his  w'ant 
of  knowledge  and  his  bad  habits  equally  retard  him  : instead 
of  rising,  he  sinks  lower  ; his  friends  disappear,  and  at  last 
he  falls  into  obscurity,  reduced  to  a pitiable  state,  blaming  and 
abusing  his  more  fortunate  rivals.  In  conclusion,  let  me  say, 
that  if  any  of  you  wish  to  ask  my  advice  or  assistance  in  any 
way,  I shall  be  most  happy  if  you  will  call  on  me  whenever 
you  think  proper.  I do  not  say  this  from  ostentation,  hut 
I always  wish  to  show  the  junior  members  of  the  profession 
that  1 do  not  forget  the  friendship  I have  experienced  from 
their  fathers.  

LECTURE  I. 

Irritation. 

This  being  one  of  the  most  important  topics  in  surgeiy  re- 
quires to  be  attentively  studied,  and  its  effects  carefully 
watched,  before  any  one  can  practise  in  his  profession  with 
credit  to  himself  or  advantage  to  others. 
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Irritation  is  either  local  or  general,  and  its  effects  are  com- 
municated from  one  part  to  another,  through  the  medium  of 
the  nervous  system,  so  that  the  heart,  brain,  and  stomach, 
almost  immediately  after  an  injury  has  been  sustained,  even 
in  the  remotest  parts  of  the  body,  will  have  their  functions 
more  or  less  disturbed  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  the  in- 
jury and  importance  of  the  part  injured.  All  the  actions  of 
the  body  are  excited  and  sustained  by  internal  and  external 
impressions,  which  are  called  stimulants  : the  blood,  for  in- 
stance, being  the  stimulus  to  the  blood-vessels;  the  bild,  to 
the  intestines;  and  caloric,  in  a certain  degree,  a stimulus  to 
the  whole  system.  Between  all  the  different  parts  of  the 
human  frame  there  exist  intimate  relations,  which  correspond 
with  each  other,  and  carry  oh  a reciprocal  intercourse  of  ac- 
tion. The  beautifid  harmony  produced  by  these  concurrent 
phenomena  is  called  sympathy.  Thus  impressions  not  only 
produce  effects  on  the  part  to  which  they  are  directly  applied ; 
but  in  consequence  of  the  freedom  of  communication  between 
the  nervous  system,  parts  of  the  body  situated  at  a distance 
from  those  in  which  the  original  mischief  exi.sts  become  af- 
fected by  it : the  real  nature  of  sympathy  is  yet  unknown,  but 
we  are  acquainted  with  many  of  its  effects.  Thus  numerous 
examples  of  sympathetic  actions  may  be  adduced  ; the  com- 
munication which  exists  between  the  uterus  and  breasts  is  a 
striking  instance  of  it.  Snebzing  is  a sympathetic  action 
between  the  nose,  velum  palati,  and  the  abdominal  muscles  ; 
coughing,  also  breathing,  and  the  exjtulMon  of  the  feces,  are 
a few  among  the  numerous  examples  which  might  be  enu- 
merated. 

But  sympathetic  action  is  also  the  result  of  injury  and  dis- 
ease, becoming  the  cause  of  restoration  on  the  one  hand,  or 
of  destruction  on  the  other,  and  this  state  of  the  body  I call 
irritation.  Irritation,  gentlemen,  may  be  defined  to  be  an 
altered  action,  excited  in  the  system  by  an  unnatural  impres- 
sion. Thus  sympathetic  pain  is  experienced  in  the  knee  and 
foot  from  diseased  hip,  and  at  the  extremity  of  the  penis 
when  there  is  stone  in  the  bladder.  The  passage  of  an  uri- 
nary calculus  through  the  ureter  occasions  retraction  of  the 
testicles  and  pain  in  the  thigh  ; disease  of  the  prostate  causes 
pain  on  the  inside  of  one  or  both  thighs.  A disease  of  the 
liver  occasions  pain  in  the  shoulder ; a diseased  testicle,  pain 
in  the  loins;  irritation  of  the  intestines,  an  itching  of  the 
nose. 

These  sympathetic  effects,  which  we  have  just  been  de- 
scribing, do  not  consist  of  morbid  actions  in  the  parts  thus 
affected,  but  of  disordered  sensations.  But  morbid  actions 
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are  also,  sonietimes,  excited  in  parts  near  to,  or  at  a distance 
from,  those  originally  affected.  Inflammation  of  the  testicle  is 
frequently  the  consequence  of  irritation  in  the  urethra;  and 
swellings  of  the  breast,  of  a morbid  action  of  the  uterus  : but 
there  is  no  organ  so  much  affected  by  irritation,  or  sympathe- 
tic influence,  as  the  stomach.  For  instance,  if  a blow  is  re- 
ceived on  the  head,  causing  injury  to  the  brain,  vomiting  is 
one  of  the  first  and  most  constant  symptoms,  being  imparted 
to  the  stomach  through  the  eighth  pair  of  nerves,  and  by  this 
we  are  led  to  detect  the  injury.  Vomiting  is  produced  when 
the  testicles  are  injured,  or  intestines  burst,  wounded,  or 
strangulated,  and  from  a gall-stone  passing  the  biliary  duct ; 
indeed,  an  obtuse  pain  in  any  part  of  the  body  will  occasion 
sickness. 

The  consequences  of  irritation  are  So  numerous  and  im- 
portant, gentlemen,  that  1 shall  relate  to  you  the  medium  of 
its  communication.  Irritation  is  generally  communicated 
through  the  medium  of  the  nerves,  of  which  there  are  two 
grand  divisions  in  the  body.  The  first  composed  of  the  binin, 
spinal  marrow  and  their  nerves,  which  naturally  convey  sen- 
sation and  volition ; the  second  consisting  of  the  grand  sym- 
pathetic nerve,  the  centre  of  which  is  behind  the  stomach,  in 
the  semilunar  ganglion  and  solar  plexus.  The  modes  of  sym- 
pathetic communication  are  various.  In  some  instances,  the 
course  of  irritation  is  from  the  irritated  part  to  the  sentient 
extremity  of  the  nerve,  as  the  pain  experienced  in  the  knee 
and  foot  from  a disease  of  the  hip.  Ih  other  cases  the  course 
of  sympathy  is  from  the  affected  part  to  the  origin  of  the  nerve, 
as  in  pain  in  the  loins  consequent  on  diseased  testicles.  Irri- 
tatlbn  on  the  nerves  of  the  grand  sympathetic  is  communicated 
to  the  stomach  probably  through  the  medium  of  the  semilunar 
ganglion,  and  all  injuries  to  the  stomach  are  attended  with 
serious  eflects.  I could  relate  to  you  several  instances  in 
which  injury  to  this  organ  had  proved  fatal.  A man  walking 
through  Fleet-street,  one  day,  happened  tb  quarrel  with  a 
woman,  when  another  came  up,  and  gave  him  a blow  in  the 
region  of  the  Stomach,  which  caused  almost  instantaneous 
death.  On  dissection,  no  cause  could  be  found  to  account  for 
his  suddeh  death.  A man  belonging  to  the  India  House  was 
attempting  to  lift  a weight,  when  another  came  up,  and 
jocosely  said,  “ Here,  stand  on  one  side,  and  let  an  abler 
man  attempt  it;”  and  at  the  same  in.stant  gave  him  a slight 
blow  on  the  stomach,  when  the  poor  fellow  dropped  down  and 
expired.  His  body,  upon  being  opened,  showed  no  marks  of 
violence. 

Irritation  is  either  local  or  constitutional. 
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Sonietimes  it  is  local,  affecting  only  |)artlcular  parts ; at 
others,  attacking  the  whole  system.  A decayed  tooth  will 
produce  an  abscess,  and  the  matter  will  escape  by  forming  an 
opening  through  the  check.  This  ulcer  will  be  very  difllcult 
to  heal  if  the  tooth  remain  ; but  extract  it,  and  the  disease  will 
quickly  disappear,  the  cause  of  irritation  being  removed. 
Many  cases  of  this  kind  have  fallen  under  my  observation,  and 
1 will  relate  a few'  by  way  of  illustration. 

Cases. — Some  years  since,  two  person  came  to  me  from 
Wisbeach  (without  being  aware  of  each  other’s  situation,  or 
of  what  surgeon  each  had  consulted,)  both  having  an  exten- 
sive abscess  near  the  alveolar  process,  which  had  produced  an 
opening  through  tlie  cheek.  The  disease  in  both  had  been  of 
long  standing,  and  the  pain  extended  to  the  surrounding  parts 
of  tije  jaw.  I directed  a diseased  tooth  near  the  ulcer,  in  each 
person,  to  be  draw’n,  which  being  done,  the  patients  rapidly 
recovered. 

A lady  in  Essex  had,  for  a long  period,  been  afflicted  with  a 
fungoid  granulation,  which  protruded  through  an  ulcer  in  tlie 
cheek,  and  which  had  resisted  the  use  of  every  means.  Upon 
stating  one  day  that  a tooth  near  the  part  was  occasionally 
painful,  she  was  recommended  to  get  it  drawn;  the  tooth 
was  ej:tracted,  and  the  fungus  quickly  disappeared. 

A gentleman  of  my  acquaintance  had,  for  many  years,  been 
exceedingly  annoyed  by  an  ulcer  on  the  chin  ; every  attempt 
to  heal  it  having  proved  ineffectual,  it  was  considered  incur- 
able. At  length,  one  of  the  teeth  [opposite  the  wound  be- 
coming itainful,  it  was  extracted,  when,  to  the  delight  and 
astonishment  of  the  patient,  his  malady  disappeared.  These 
cases  arc  mentioned,  to  show  the  importance  of  endeavouring 
to  a.sccrtain  the  causes  of  diseased  sympathetic  actions,  as  the 
removal  of  those  effects  w’ill  depend  on  the  cure  of  their  causes. 
If  the  causes  be  undiscovered,  the  effects  are  likely  to  con- 
tinue in  spite  of  every  means  that  you  may  employ. 

The  constitutional  or  general  effects  of  irritation  are  fre- 
quently produced  by  the  most  trivial  local  cause.  A person, 
on  having  a bougie  passed  iuto  the  urethra  for  the  first  time, 
feels  faint,  becomes  sick,  looks  pale,  and,  unless  you  prevent 
it,  will  fall  on  the  ground.  On  placing  him  in  the  recumbent 
pasture,  he  soon  recovers  his  senses ; but  constitutional  irri- 
tation frequently  comes  on  in  the  evening,  which,  however, 
soon  ceases.  From  the  irritation  of  the  urethra  you  see,  gen- 
tlemen, that  the  stomach  is  influenced,  the  actions  of  the 
heart  are  suspended,  and  the  powers  of  the  mind  gone.  The 
symptoms  of  constitutional  irritation  following  injuries  are 
best  exemplified  in  compound  fractures.  In  these  cases,  the 
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irritation  runs  very  high,  and  the  heart,  brain,  and  stomach 
are  much  affected.  A person  receives  an  injury  to  the  leg, 
producing  compound  fracture  of  one  or  both  bones  ; constitu- 
tional irritation  commences  generally  in  twenty-four  hours  ; 
the  patient  complains  of  pain  in  his  loins,  extending  up  the 
spinal  cord,  and  pain  in  the  head.  He  then  becomes  restless, 
and  his  countenance  anxious  ; the  tongue  at  first  is  dry,  and 
covered  with  a whitish  fur;  but,  as  the  symptoms  increase,  it 
becomes  yellow,  and  lastly  coated  with  a thick  brown  fur. 
There  is  loss  of  appetite,  the  stomach  becomes  irritable,  and 
nausea  and  vomiting  supervene.  The  secretions  are  dimi- 
nished, and  the  stools  are  white.  As  the  severity  of  the  com- 
plaint increases,  the  pulse  becomes  quick,  hard,  irregular,  and 
alter-nately  intermittent.  The  respiration  is  liurried,  intellect 
deranged;  all  impressions  on  the  senses  are  painful ; subsul- 
tus  tendinum,  hiccough,  vomiting,  and  tension  of  the  abdo- 
men come  on  ; the  patient  sinks  into  a low  muttering  de- 
lirium, and  soon  expires.  Thus,  in  constitutional  irritatic®, 
whether  from  injury  or  disease,  every  part  of  the  system  is 
affected  by  it,  and  this  effect  appears  to  be  produced  in  the 
following  manner.  When  any  part  of  the  body  receives  an 
injury,  the  nerves  convey  to  all  the  impoitant  organs  of  the 
body,  spinal  marrow,  heart,  stomach,  &c.,  an  impression  of 
that  injury.  Nature  immediately  commences  the  restorative 
process,  by  stopping  all  the  customary  secretions  ; the  various 
outlets  being  thus  closed,  the  blood  collects  in  large  quantities 
in  the  heart  and  gi'eat  blood-vessels,  which  propel  the  blood 
with  increased  force  to  the  wounded  i)art;  this  gives  rise  to 
some  form  of  inflammation,  the  one  best  suited  to  accomplish 
the  desired  effect.  Here  is  an  illustration  of  the  manner  in 
which  nature  contends  for  cure ; during  the  battle,  she  oc- 
casionally requires  to  have  her  ardour  checked,  or  calls  for 
support  in  proportion  to  her  want  of  power  ; we  must  watch 
her  proceedings  with  an  eagle  eye,  and  be  exceedingly  cau- 
tious in  all  our  proceedings  ; for  if  we  should  open  the  various 
sluices  of  the  body,  and  restore  the  secretions  too  soon,  we 
may,  by  abstracting  blood  from  the  injured  part,  prevent  the 
restorative  process  ; or  by  increasing  the  excitement,  disturb 
nature’s  operations. 

The  degree  of  constitutional  irritation,  resulting  from  in- 
jury, depends  on  several  causes  ; these  are  the  importance  of 
the  part  injured;  the  extent  and  nature  of  the  injury  ; the 
state  of  the  constitution,  age,  and  previous  habits  of  the 
patient.  Thus  we  see,  that  constitutional  irritation  is  very 
different  in  some  persons  to  what  it  is  in  others ; ."o  that  a 
wound,  which  in  one  man  would  be  attended  by  the  most 


ON  IRUITATION. 


\2 

dangerous  consequences,  might  not,  in  another,  disturb  the 
functions  of  any  important  organ  ; this  gi’eatly  depends  on 
tlie  state  of  the  system  at  the  time  of  tlie  injury  ; tlius,  many 
gentlemen  present  would  probably  in  autumn  overcome  a dis- 
ease, that  in  the  spring  would  overcome  them  ; that  is,  if  they 
have  been  paying  proper  attention  to  their  professional  studies, 
by  devoting  their  time  to  anatoniical  pursuits. 

The  following  cases  are  important,  and  place  in  a strong 
light  the  dreadful  constitutional  effects  which  occasionally 
result  from  very  slight  local  causes. 

A man  who  had  lived  intern perately  was  bled  by  the  late 
Mr.  Saunders  on  a Tuesday;  on  Thursday  (Iiaving  indulged 
in  the  interim  in  the  pleasures  of  the  table)  the  wound  in  the 
arm  was  inflamed ; on  the  Saturday  the  inflamntation  had 
considerably  increased  ; on  the  Sunday  gangrene  commenced  ; 
and  on  the  Monday  1 was  asked  to  see  him.  I found  him 
with  delirium,  hiccougli,  and  snbsultus  tendinum  ; and  on  the 
fallowing  day  he  died.  On  dissection,  the  skin,  to  a great  ex- 
tent round  the  wound,  was  found  mortified  ; the  cellular 
membrane  had  inflamed  and  suppurated,  but  the  vein  which 
had  been  opened  was  not  inflamed. 

Dr.  Ludlow,  of  Caine,  whilst  shooting,  pricked  his  hand 
with  a thorn  in  getting  over  a hedge  ; the  part  soon  became 
inflamed,  and  though  he  procured  the  best  surgical  assistance, 
yet  he  died  of  tetanus  within  a week  after  the  accident. 

Another  remarkable  case  was  that  of  a brewer’s  servant, 
who,  in  removing  some  casks  on  a Saturday,  had  a small 
splinter  of  wood  forced  under  the  thumb  nail ; at  the  moment 
he  did  not  regard  it,  but  in  the  same  night  he  awoke  in  dread- 
ful pain,  and  requested  his  wife  to  get  up  and  make  a ])oultice ; 
this  he  applied,  but  it  did  not  afford  him  any  relief.  On  Sun- 
day he  became  worse  ; Tuesday  the  pain  had  extended  up  the 
arm,  and  his  hand  was  considerably  swollen.  On  Thursday 
I was  requested  to  see  him,  and  on  examination,  found  that 
matter  was  formed  in  the  hand ; I made  an  opening  with  a 
lancet  near  the  part  where  the  Splinter  had  entered,  when  a 
large  quantity  of  pus  was  discharged.  The  man  appeared 
greatly  relieved,  and  I thought  he  would  do  well ; but  upon 
hearing  a noise  as  I was  about  to  quit  the  room,  I looked 
round  : he  had,  by  a convulsive  effort,  raised  him.self  in  bed, 
but  immediately  fell  back,  and  expired. 

Case. — An  instance  of  a totally  different  nature  from  those 
just  mentioned,  which  shows  that  a great  degree  of  injury  may 
be  incurred,  and  the  person  yet  do  well,  occurred  in  another 
brewer’s  man  who  was  run  over  by  a dray.  There  was  com- 
pound fracture  of  the  elbow  joint,  extensive  laceration  of  the 
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integunicuts,  and  a large  wound  communicating  with  the  joint. 
The  man  was  admitted  iiUo  Guy’s  Hospital ; an  operation  was 
proposed,  but  the  patient  would  not  consent.  The  wound  was 
therefore  dressed,  and  in  a short  time  it  completely  healed, 
without  any  unfavourable  symptom  showing  itself. 

Irritation  is  greatest  in  children,  and  least  in  aged  persons; 
the  former  are  very  much  aflected  by  operations,  whilst  tlie 
latter  are  very  slightly  so.  Children  under  two  years  of  age, 
'ipon  having  stones  removed  from  their  bladders,  will  be  fre- 
quently carried  off  by  convulsions  ; thei-efore,  if  you  can  pos- 
sibly avoid  it,  never  perform  the  operation  on  a very  youug 
child,  at  all  events  not  under  three  years  of  age. 

One  of  the  worst  kinds  of  irritation  is  that  occasioned  by  the 
absorption  of  morbid  matter  during  dissection  ; it  is  therefore 
impossible  that  you  can  be  too  careful  of  the  instruments  you 
use  in  dissecting  and  opening  bodies,  as  carelessness  on  this 
point  has  caused  the  loss  of  many  a valuable  life. 


LECTURE  IL 


Treatment  of  Irritation. 

The  treatment  of  irritation  being  much  the  same  as  that  re- 
(juired  in  inflammation,  1 shall  now  give  but  a short  descrip- 
tion of  it. 

When  constitutional  irritation  arises  from  a local  cause,  the 
remedies  must  be  chiefly  directed  to  the  removal  of  that  cause, 
or  to  lessen  its  effects  on  the  constitution  ; but,  on  the  con- 
trary, when  local  disease  is  either  promoted  or  aggravated  by 
constitutional  derangement,  then  your  remedy  must  be  di- 
rected to  the  disorder  of  the  system  ; and  as  that  improves,  so 
will  the  local  affections  disappear. 

Case.— A short  time  since,  a case  of  compound  fracture  was 
brought  into  Guy’s  Hospital.  For  the  first  five  days  there  was 
no  alteration ; after  a time,  however,  the  man’s  constitution 
suffered  vei  y considerably  ; a probe  was  passed  into  the  wound, 
and  a loose  portion  of  bone  was  found  pressing  against  the 
tibialis  anticus  ; the  part  was  dilated  by  a scalpel ; the  de- 
tached bone  extracted  ; the  constitution  began  to  recover  its 
former  vigour,  the  patient’s  health  very  rapidly  improved,  and 
he  is  now  discharged  cured. 

_ A case  of  simple  fracture  of  the  superior  portion  of  the  ti- 
bia was  admitted  into  St.  Thomas’s  Hospital,  which  was  fol- 
lowed by  violent  Irritation  of  the  whole  system.  The  whole 
limb  becaiue  inflamed,  and  matter  formed  at  the  seat  of  the 
fracture.  After  a short  time  it  was  thought  proper  to  ampu- 
tate the  limb,  when  on  examining  it  afterwards,  small  pieces 
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of  bone  were  found,  which  kept  up  the  irritation.  The  patient 
soon  recovered  from  the  operation. 

Constitntional  irritation  must  not  be  too  suddenly  subdued 
nor  destroyed,  as  a certain  degree  of  irritation  shows  that 
nature  is  endeavouring  to  accomplish  the  restorative  process; 
keep  it  within  bounds,  carefully  watch  its  progress,  and,  if 
necessary,  check  its  violence,  but  do  not  entirely  destroy  it. 

\ There  are  two  means  of  reducing  irritation. 

First,  by  restoring  to  the  different  organs  their  various  se- 
cretions, by  which  the  outlets  become  opened,  and  fever  les- 
isened.  A man  who  has  his  skin  hot  and  dry,  and  his  body  al- 
together hot,  will  feel  well  and  be  relieved,  if  you  can  produce 
on  the  surface  a free  perspiration.  'I’o  produce  the  secretions 
from  the  intestinal  canal,  you  must  give  aperients  ; but  when 
the  irritation  is  very  severe  indeed,  you  must  not  limit  your 
medicine  to  any  particular  part,  but  endeavour  to  restore  all 
the  secretions.  This  will  he  best  .accomplished  by  administer- 
ing mercurials  to  act  upon  the  liver,  saline  medicines  upon  the 
intestines  and  kidneys,  and  autimonials  on  the  skin. 

'ITie  second  method  of  relieving  irritation  is  to  allay  the 
t:xcitement  of  the  nervous  system  ; this  may  be  done  by  giving 
opium  and  .antimony  combined,  or  calomel,  antimony,  and 
opium,  to  act,  on  the  skin  and  liver  as  well  as  the  nervous  sys- 
tem. The  dose  for  an  adult  is  two  grains  of  calomel,  two  of 
antimonial  powder,  and  one  grain  of  opium.  To  this  you  may 
add  saline  medicines,  if  you  like,  as  they  are  given  as  much  to 
assist  the  medical  man  as  his  patient ! It  must  not  be  con- 
sidered, however,  that  such  medicines  are  entirely  useless  : 
the  liquor  ammonim  acetatis  with  tinctura  opii  is  a good  medi- 
cine. The  alkalies,  judiciously  given,  lessen  the  irritability 
of  some  organs,  as  the  bladder,  when  in  an  irritable  state. 

In  cases  of  irritation,  bleeding  must  be  resorted  to  with  care, 
for  if  it  be  carried  to  a great  extent,  the  powers  of  the  con- 
stitution will  be  unequal  to  the  reparation  of  the  injury. 

A man  was  brought  into  Guy’s  Hospital  with  concussion  of 
the  brain  ; the  dresser  who  admitted  him  was  a great  admirer 
of  venesection,  and  bled  the  patient  three  times  a-day;  in  ten 
days  he  died.  Upon  examining  the  head  after  death,  a very 
slight  laceration  of  the  brain  was  found,  but  no  signs  of  any 
attempt  at  restoration.  The  continued  abstraction  of  blood 
had  robbed  nature  of  her  restorative  powers.  In  compound 
fractures  it  is  likewise  extremely  dangerous  to  bleed  largely. 

Where  there  is  chronic  irritation,  no  medicine  will  be  found 
equal  to  the  Plummer’s  pill,  five  grains  night  and  morning ; 
it  increases  the  secretions  of  the  liver,  intestines,  kidneys,  and 
skin.  If  the  blue  piU  be  given,  or  calomel,  it  should  be  fol- 
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lowed  by  an  aperient  in  the  morning,  else  its  action  will  be 
confined  to  the  liver. 

Inflammation. 

The  next  subject  is  inflammation.  Inflammation  is  the 
means  by  which  local  injuries  arc  repaired,  and  it  may  be 
therefore  considered  as  the  restorative  principle.  There  are 
four  signs  that  commonly  attend  it,  eiz.,  redness,  pain,  in- 
creased heat,  and  swelling. 

First.  Redness.  This  arises  from  an  increase  of  the  red 
particles  of  blood  in  the  part,  and  may  be  distinctly  seen  when 
the  inflammation  is  superficial,  as  in  inflammation  of  the  con- 
junctiva of  the  eye. 

Second.  Increased  Sensibility,  which  is  owing  to  distension 
of  the  nerves  by  the  greater  quantity  of  blood  determined  to 
them.  Parts  naturally  little  sensible  are  quite  the  reverse 
when  in  a state  of  inflammation.  I was  called  a short  time 
since  to  a case  where  it  w'as  requisite  to  saw  off  a small  piece 
of  the  tibia.  During  the  operation  I opened  a cavity  in  which 
was  a small  piece  of  bone  embedded  in  granulations  ; the 
latter  were  extremely  sensitive  : extract  of  belladonna  was 
applied,  which  gave  instant  ease.  Bones,  though  nearly  des- 
titute of  sensation  in  their  healthy  state,  are  sometimes  ex- 
tremely sensitive  when  inflamed. 

Third.  Increased  Heat.  Mr.  Hunter  denied  that  this  ex- 
isted. He  made  an  incision  two  inches  deep  into  the  glnteal 
muscles  of  an  ass,  and  into  the  wound  he  introduced  a tin 
canula,  one  and  a half  inch  long,  so  that  there  w’as  half  an  inch 
of  wound  below  the  canula  ; he  then  passed  a plug  of  wood 
through  the  canula,  to  the  bottom  of  the  wound,  and  confined 
it  there,  in  order  to  prevent  an  union  of  the  muscles.  'I’his 
was  on  a Wednesday.  Immediately  after  the  wound  was 
made,  a thermometer  was  introduced  into  it,  and  the  mercury 
rose  to  100°,  exactly  as  another  did  at  the  same  time  which 
had  been  passed  into  the  vagina.  On  the  next  morning  the 
plug  was  taken  out,  and  the  ball  of  the  thermometer  intro- 
duced to  the  bottom  of  the  wound  ; the  mercury  rose  to  100®  ; 
the  plug  was  then  again  returned  and  secured  as  before.  In 
the  evening  the  experiment  was  repeated  with  the  same  result. 
On  Friday  morning  the  thermometer,  when  introduced,  rose 
to  99^  only;  and  in  the  evening  it  rose  to  101°.  On  Satur- 
day morning,  when  introduced  again,  the  mercury  reached 
99° ; in  the  evening  100°.  Mr.  Hunter  also  introduced  a 
thermometer  into  the  opening  made  during  the  operation  for 
hydrocele,  and  it  rose  to  101°  ; after  twenty-four  hours  it  was 
no  more  than  100°.  Though  no  increase  of  heat  is  mani- 
fested in  internal  inflammation,  yet  when  it  occurs  on  thesur- 
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face  of  the  body,  an  alteration  sometimes  of  several  degrees 
takes  place  ; as  on  the  inside  of  the  thigh,  where  a blister  was 
applied,  the  thermometer  rose  to  90°,  while  on  the  inside  of 
the  opposite  thigli  it  only  reached  83°. 

Fourth.  Siuclliiig.  This  is  owing  in  part  to  an  increased 
determination  of  blond  to  the  part,  and  also  depends  on  effu- 
ion  of  the  Irbrin  of  the  blood,  which,  in  coagulating,  deposits 
serum  in  the  surrounding  cellular  tissue. 

Inflammation  has  four  terminations. 

First.  Adhesion,  'fhis  arises  from  the  fibrin  of  the  blood 
being  effu.sed  into  the  cellular  membrane,  by  which  the  parts 
become  glued  together. 

Second.  Suppuration,  or  secretion  of  pus.  This  is  composed 
of  particles  nearly’ similar  to  those  of  the  blood,  only  differing 
in  colour,  swimming  in  a fluid  resembling  scrum,  and  coagu- 
lating, as  serum  does,  when  expo.sed  to  the  influence  of  heat. 

'I'hird.  Absorption  or  ulceration.  T'his  arises  from  an  in- 
creased action  of  the  absorbents,  produced  by  pressure  united 
with  inflammation,  by  which  the  parts  are  ah.soi'bed. 

Fourth.  Ganjtrene,  which  consists  in  the  destruction  of  the 
life  of  an  inflamed  part.  The  arteries,  enfeebled  iiy  excessive 
action,  are  deprived  of  their  vitality,  the  blood  coagulates  in 
them,  and  gangrene  is  produced. 

These  are  the  constitutional  effects  ; thelocal  ones  are  simi- 
lar to  those  of  irritation,  which  I mentioned  to  you  in  the  last 
lecture. 

Inflammation  produces  different  results  in  different  parts. 
When  seated  in  the  skin,  it  usually  becomes  extensive,  be- 
cause the  surface  is  unbroken.  Its  colour  is  very  florid ; it 
separates  the  cuticle  in  the  form  of  vesications,  which  u.sinflly 
contain  serum,  but  also  in  some  cases  fibrin  ; a serous  effusion 
is  also  produced  by  it  into  the  subjacent  cellular  ti.ssue.  In 
some  instances  it  is  preceded  by  fever,  in  others  followed  by 
it.  In  the  cellular  membrane,  inflammation  produces  an 
effusion  which  obliterates  or  fills  its  cells  ; if  it  proceed,  it 
occasions  suppuration,  and  produces  an  abscess,  the  contents 
of  which  are  frequently  discharged  by  the  process  of  ulceration. 
In  debilitated  irritable  constitutions  inflammation  destroys  the 
cellular  tissue  and  produces  carbuncle,  which  is  a sloughy  ab- 
scess in  the  cellular  tissue.  When  chronic,  it  occasions  tu- 
mours of  various  kinds,  as  the  steatomatous  or  adipose  ; or, 
under  peculiar  circumstances,  those  of  a malignant  nature,  as 
the  scirrhous,  fungous,  &c. 

Inflammation  of  fasciae  is  generally  extensive,  from  the 
large  surfaces  thev  present;  they  are  often  seen  inflamed  m 
compound  fracture,  producing  redness  of  the  skin  to  a consi- 
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derable  distance,  and  it  is  a very  unfavourable  sign  in  this 
accident.  When  matter  is  produced  by  inflammation  of  this 
teiture,  and  is  seated  under  it,  great  irritative  fever  succeeds 
untU  it  is  discharged ; as,  for  example,  in  the  palms  of  the 
hands,  or  soles  of  the  feet. 

When  inflammation  attacks  muscles,  it  is  known  by  the 
spasmodic  twitchings  which  attend  it.  Tendons  are  not  very 
susceptible  of  inflammation,  but  they  sometimes  become  in- 
flamed to  a considerable  extent.  Punctured  wounds  of  ten- 
dons are  apt  to  produce  tetanus  more  than  wounds  of  other 
parts  of  the  body.  Matter  formed  under  tendons  burrow’s  to 
a grent  extent,  and  produces  violent  irritation,  as  under  the 
tendon  of  the  occipito  frontalis  muscle,  and  the  covering  of 
the  temporalis. 

Inflammation  in  the  absorbent  vessels  is  marked  by  red  lines 
on  the  skin  in  the  course  of  these  vessels.  These  form  hard 
knots,  from  the  skin  participating  in  the  inflammation.  Their 
glands  become  also  inflamed,  and  both  glands  and  vessels  oc- 
casionally suppurate.  They  more  frequently  inflame  from 
common  irritation  tlian  the  absorption  of  poisons. 

The  arteries  are  rarely  inflamed,  excepting  after  wounds, 
or  the  application  of  ligatures.  Inflammation,  however,  of 
the  arteries  may  be  very  extensive,  when  it  occurs  in  a person 
whose  health  is  very  much  deranged.  I have  known  instances 
where  it  extended  even  to  the  heart.  I was  present  when  Mr, 
Cline  opened  the  body  of  a man  who  had  a ligature  put  on  the 
femoral  artery  near  the  groin,  and  who  died  at  the  second 
week  from  the  operation.  The  internal  surface  of  the  artery 
was  inflamed,  as  was  also  that  of  the  external  and  common 
iliacs,  and  the  aorta  was  of  a florid  red  internally,  as  far  as 
the  valves  of  the  heart. 

Veins  which  are  inflamed  from  wounds  become  like  hard 
and  broad  cords,  and  extremely  tender  to  the  touch  ; and  if  it 
occur  from  bleeding,  it  extends  from  the  orifice  to  the  axilla. 
I have  seen  several  patients  die  from  this  cause  ; and  on  exa- 
mination, the  inner  coats  of  the  arteries  have  been  generally 
found  adhering.  I have  seen  suppuration  of  a vein,  and  1 once 
saw  an  abscess  in  the  longitudinal  sinus  of  the  dura  mater,  of 
which  we  have  a beautiful  specimen  in  the  anatomical  col- 
lection at  St.  Thomas’s  Hospital.  When  inflammation  of  the 
veins  is  produced  by  the  application  of  ligatures  on  them,  it 
will  be  found  to  be  greater  below  the  ligature  than  above  it. 

Nerves  are  very  rarely  inflamed,  but  when  they  are,  the  pain 
is  excessive,  and  there  is  a tingling  sensation  in  the  parts  to 
which  the  nerve  is  distributed.  Wounds  of  nerves,  though  ex- 
tremely painful  at  the  moment,  are  followed  by  little  irritation. 
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Cusp. — 'JTie  wife  of  a medicnl  gentleman  was  obliged  to  have 
the  posterior  tibial  nerve  divided,  for  a painful  tumour  on  the 
nerve,  which  1 did  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  White,  surgeon  to 
the  Westminster  Hospital ; although  the  operation  was  dread- 
fully painful,  and  the  pain  extended  through  the  brain,  spinal 
marrow,  and  the  nerves  proceeding  from  it,  yet  it  did  not 
affect  the  nerves  of  the  great  sympathetic,  directly  nr  indi 
rectly.  1 have  also  had  occasion  twice  to  remove  portions  of 
the  sciatic  nerve,  when  but  little  constitutional  irritation  fol- 
lowed. Severe  pain  takes  |)lace  .sometimes  in  the  course  of 
the  nerves,  but  whether  it  be  from  inflammation  or  not,  1 have 
not  been  able  to  ascertain  by  dissection.  When  the  pain  is 
excessive,  it  is  called  tic  dolonreu.v. 

Ligaments,  like^tendons,  are  not  very  prone  to  inflammation 
in  healthy  constitutions ; but  the  synovial  membrane  which 
lines  them  is  highly  so,  and  the  inflammation  has  a tendency  to 
go  on  to  the  suppurative  process.  In  scrofulous  persons,  the 
synovial  surface  becomes  inflamed,  and  the  ligament  covering 
it  thickened,  so  as  to  produce  great  enlargement  of  the  joints. 

Cartilage  in  joints  ulcerates  from  inflammation,  and  often 
becomes  entirely  destroyed. 

The  bones,  like  other  parts  of  the  body,  are  subject  to  in- 
flammation ; and  when  fractured,  it  is  by  this  process  that 
their  union  is  effected.  Suppuration,  ulceration,  and  morti- 
fication, or  the  death  of  the  Itone,  also  attack  this  structure  ; 
thus  you  see  that,  like  other  parts  of  the  body,  it  is  subject  to 
the  different  processes  of  inflammation. 

Serous  membranes,  when  inflamed,  are  remarkably  disposed 
to  pass  into  the  adhesive  inflammation  ; whilst  mucous  mem- 
branes, on  the  contrary,  generally  go  into  the  suppurative 
state.  Mr.  Hunter  made  several  experiments  to  confirm  these 
facts,  which  have  been  verified  by  later  physiologists. 

Inflammation  may  be  of  the  healthy  or  unhealthy  kind. 
No  wound  can  be  restored  without  the  former  ; even  the  small 
puncture  made  in  bleeding  would  inevitably  destroy  life,  were 
it  not  for  this  salutary  principle  ; a slight  inflammatory  action 
throws  out  upon  the  edges  of  the  wound  adhesive  lymph,  by 
which  they  become  permanently  united.  When  a ligature  is 
put  upon  a large  artery,  unless  inflammation  supervened,  no 
good  effect  would  be  produced.  The  first  thing  nature  does 
in  this  case  is,  to  form  a clot  of  blood  at  that  part  of  the  ves- 
sel where  it  has  been  tied;  inflammation  supervenes,  adhesive 
matter  is  thrown  out,  by  which  the  internal  coats  of  the  artery 
become  firmly  glued  together,  and  hemorrhage  prevented. 
If  the  constitution  be  in  an  unhealthy  condition,  this  process 
will  not  be, effected;  so  that  when  the  ligature  comes  off,  the 
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person  may  die  of  hemorrhage.  Inflammation  without  any 
obvious  cause  is  generally  of  the  unhealthy  hind,  and  arises 
from  irritability  of  the  constitution,  and  an  enfeebled  state  of 
the  affected  part. 


LECTURE  III. 


Acute  and  Chronic  Inflammation. 
Inflammation  is  of  two  kinds,  acute  and  chronic.  The 
first  usually  goes  through  its  various  stages  with  great  ra- 
pidity, while  the  latter  is  exceedingly  slow  in  its  progress, 
and  is  either  the  result  of  acute  inflammation,  or  owing  to  a 
peculiar  state  of  constitution,  occurring  in  persons  who  have 
lived  intemperately,  or  who  have  been  exposed  to  excessive 
aniLIaborkms  exertion,  or  who  are  the  victims  of  anxiety  and 
disappointment. 

Acute  Inflammation. — One  of  the  best  examples  of  acute 
inflammation  is  seen  in  the  breast  after  delivery.  Tlie  adhe- 
sive stage  is  marked  by  hardness  and  pain  ; the  suppurative, 
by  irritative  fever,  fluctuation  and  throbbing  or  pulsation  ; 
uiceration  usually  succeeds  in  a short  space  of  time,  and  the 
matter  is  soon  discharged. 

Chronic  Inflammation. — A good  example  of  acute  inflam- 
mation, terminating  in  chronic,  is  observable  in  ophthalmia. 
When  consulted  in  cases  of  this  description,  during  the  acute 
stage  of  inflammation,  you  must  bleed  both  locally  and  gene- 
rally. This  may  be  done  either  by  opening  a vein  in  the  arm, 
by  the  application  of  leeches  to  the  temples  and  palpebras,  or 
by  opening  the  temporal  artery,  which  sometimes  relieves 
from  its  free  anastomoses  with  the  ocular  arteries.  You  should 
use  such  applications  as  will  soothe  and  allay  the  local  irrita- 
tion, and  these  should  consist  of  narcotic  and  emollient  fo- 
mentations. When  by  these  means  the  acute  inflammation 
ends,  the  chronic  frequently  begins.  In  the  first,  our  object 
is  to  diminish  power;  in  the  second,  it  is  necessary  to  stimu- 
late the  vessels,  to  contract  their  diameters,  to  lessen  the 
quantity  of  blood  which  has  accumulated  in  them,  and  thus 
restore  them  to  their  natural  state.  'Phis  is  best  effected  by 
astringent  and  stimulating  lotions,  as  the  solutions  of  alum, 
sulphate  of  zinc,  nitrate  of  silver;  and  as  the  system  of  deple- 
tion required  during  the  acute  stage  may  have  produced  debi- 
lity, the  use  of  tonics  must  not  be  forgotten. 

An  instance  of  chronic  inflammation  succeeding  the  acute 
may  he  seen  in  gonorrhoea.  During  the  first  stages  of  this 
complaint,  we  are  obliged  to  check  the  action  of  the  vessels 

c 2 


20 


ON  INFLAMMATION. 


of  the  urethra,  but  afterwards  to  excite  it  by  the  balsam  of  co- 
paiba, and  slightly  stimulating  injections. 

Common,  or  Specific  Inflammation. 

Inflammation  is  of  two  kinds,  either  common  or  specific. 

'Die  first,  with  its  terminations,  has  been  already  described, 
and  is  called  healthy  inflammation.  But  the  second,  or  spe- 
cific is  of  a peculiar  kind,  and  is  called  unhealthy.  In  this 
inflammation,  the  vessels  have  an  entirely  different  action  to 
what  happens  in  the  healthy  state,  and  thus  the  fluids  and 
solids  they  secrete  have  a decidedly  opposite  character. 

ITiere  are  two  descrijitions  of  specific  inflammation  : the 
first  is  produced  by  a peculiar  condition  of  the  constitution  ; 
and  the  second,  by  the  application  of  a poison. 

Gout  is  an  example  of  the  first  kind.  If  a man  for  a length 
of  time  yield  to  every  injurious  excess,  loading  his  stomach 
w’ith  food  and  wine,  so  as  to  weaken  the  digestive  powers,  he 
probably  excites  in  his  system  what  is  called  the  gouty  dispo- 
sition ; he  experiences  dreadful  pain  in  one  or  more  of  his 
toes,  &c.,  and  severe  inflammation  ensues,  which  frequently 
terminates  in  the  secretion  of  a matter  that  speedily  becomes 
solid,  usually  called  chalk-stone ; this  name,  however,  is  in- 
correct, as  it  has  been  proved  by  the  analysis  of  Dr.  Wollas- 
ton to  consist  of  uric  acid  and  soda,  consequently  is  now  very 
properly  named  urate  or  lithate  of  soda. 

The  formation  of  scirrhus  or  cancer  is  another  example  of 
specific  inflammation,  arising  from  a peculiar  state  of  consti- 
tution. Let  us  suppose  that  two  women  receive  each  a blow 
on  the  breast;  one  woman  with  a constitution  in  a healthy, 
vigorous  state,  and  the  other  with  a system  predisposed  to 
the  formation  of  cancer ; in  the  first  individual  the  inflamma- 
tion will  be  strictly  healthy,  going  through  its  different  stages 
until  a cure  is  accomplished  ; in  the  other  person,  owing  to  a 
constitutional  peculiarity,  the  same  extent  of  injury  will  pro- 
duce cancerous  disease,  a malady  over  which  medicine  has  no 
influence,  and  extirpation  is  only  an  uncertain  remedy.  Per- 
sons afflicted  with  cancerous  or  fungous  complaints  are  of  ex- 
ceedingly anxious  minds  (at  least  nine  times  in  ten)  ; this 
anxiety  occasions  a sort  of  irritable  fever,  which  invariably 
proves  detrimental. 

But  the  best  example  of  specific  inflammation  is  scrofula. 
Persons  attacked  by  this  disease  have  generally  light  hair,  fair 
complexion,  delicate  appearance ; when  inflammation  occurs, 
it  is  slow  in  its  progress,  although  easily  excited ; and  at  last, 
ulceration  taking  place,  the  discharge  consists  of  cnrdy 
matter,  or  a thin  serous  fluid,  not  at  all  resembling  the  pus 
which  is  formed  in  healthy  inflammations. 
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The  second  kind  of  specific  inflammation  is  caused  by  tlie 
application  of  poisons.  Thus,  in  gonorrhoea,  the  matter  se- 
creted is  widely  different  from  common  healthy  matter,  hav- 
ing, in  the  first  place,  a much  larger  quantity  of  mucus  mixed 
with  it,  and,  secondly,  when  applied  to  a secreting  surface, 
is  capable  of  exciting  in  the  part  an  action  by  which  similar 
matter  and  the  same  effects  can  be  produced.  The  matter  of 
small-pox  occasions  the  same  result,  and  as  far  as  constitu- 
tional effects  are  concerned,  it  does  not  seem  material  how 
large  or  how  small  a quantity  of  the  poison  is  applied,  the  re- 
sult in  each  case  depending  upon  the  state  of  the  constitution. 

There  is  another  kind  of  inflammation  which  I would  call 
the  irritable : in  this  disorder  the  nerves  are  much  more  af- 
fected than  the  blood-vessels.  You  are  called  probably  to  at- 
tend a person,  who  tells  you  that  he  feels  in  a particular  part, 
as  the  hand  or  arm,  a most  agonizing  pain  ; and  if  inexpe- 
rienced in  these  matters,  you  will  be  inclined  to  doubt  the 
correctness  of  your  patient’s  statement,  and  the  more  so  as 
you  can  discover  no  alteration  in  the  appearance  of  the  part. 
It  may  not  be  amiss  to  mention  here  what  happened  to  me 
some  time  ago.  I was  requested  to  see  a lady  having  this 
complaint  in  her  foot : I tried  by  every  possible  means  to 
remove  it,  but  in  vain.  When  unsuccessful,  I invariably  re- 
commend the  sufferer  to  some  one  else.  This  lady  consulted 
two  other  very  eminent  surgeons,  but  their  efforts,  in  like 
manner,  were  unable  to  afford  relief ; and  finding  that  she 
got  worse  in  town,  she  went  into  the  country  for  change  of 
air,  where,  without  any  medical  means  being  employed,  she 
entirely  got  rid  of  her  troublesome  companion.  1 saw  this 
lady  afterwards,  and  she  described  the  pain  that  she  used  to 
feel  as  horrible  ; it  was  constantly  at  the  bottom  of  her  foot ; 
and  if  she  walked  but  a very  short  distance,  it  occasioned  a 
confinement  during  four  or  five  days. 

The  eyes  are  very  subject  to  this  torturing  disorder.  But 
no  parU  are  more  frequently  attacked  by  it  than  the  breasts  of 
young  women.  It  produces  such  a degree  of  tenderness  that 
they  cannot  bear  the  slightest  pressure,  and  their  stays  con- 
sequently occasion  great  inconvenience — the  pain  extends  to 
the  shoulder,  down  the  arm,  and  even  to  the  elbow,  at  the 
same  time  producing  constitutional  irritation.  To  cure  these 
pains  and  general  derangement,  such  medicines  must  be  given 
as  will  influence  the  secretions,  but  more  particularly  those  of 
the  uterus. 

The  irritable  inflammation  frequently  attacks  the  testicles, 
and  renders  them  exceedingly  sensitive,  the  slightest  pressure 
causing  very  great  pain.  There  is  in  these  cases  little  or  no 
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alteration  of  size ; if  any  ditference,  the  affected  one  is  the 
smallest.  In  three  instances  1 have  been  obliged  to  remove 
testicles  for  this  disease.  The  subject  of  one  of  these  cases  was 
a gentleman  from  South  Carolina : he  came  to  England  for  ad- 
vice, and  went  the  whole  round  of  medical  men,  without  ex- 
periencing any  alleviation  of  his  sufferings.  He  then  desired 
me  to  remove  the  torturing  part ; this  was  done,  and  the  gen- 
tleman went  back  to  his  native  country  quite  well.  I heard, 
that  soon  after  liis  return  he  got  married,  and,  am  happy  to 
add,  that  his  lady  had  a child  ! 

^riie  bladder  is  also  very  commonly  disordered  by  this  irri- 
table inflammation,  and  the  symptoms  in  many  respects  re- 
semble those  of  stone — in  both  cases  there  is  pain  in  making 
water,  and  the  urine  is  frequently  mixed  with  blood.  The 
grand  difference  iu  the  two  cases  is  this  ; the  irritable  blad- 
der is  most  painful  when  the  organ  is  full ; the  bladder  that 
contains  a stone,  when  it  is  empty.  Upon  dissection,  the 
inner  coat  of  an  irritable  bladder  has  been  seen  the  colour  of 
red  velvet.  I have  known  this  irritable  inflammation  attack 
the  rectum,  and  produce  excessive  suffering,  which  was  re- 
lieved by  large  doses  of  soda.  Soda,  rhubarb,  and  the  com- 
pound powder  of  ipecacuanha,  are  the  best  remedies. 

Inflammation  sometimes  arises  from  debility,  and  this  state 
is  frequently  seen  in  the  lower  extremities  of  old  persons,  in 
whom  the  blood  returns  to  the  heart  with  difficulty.  From 
this  weakened  power,  the  arteries  are  called  upon  for  unusual 
exertion,  and  inflammation  of  the  skin  succeeds,  frequently 
attended  with  incrustations,  a serous  discharge,  and  sometimes 
with  a watery  secretion  into  the  cellular  tissue. 

Irritable  persons  are  much  more  predisposed  to  inflamma- 
tion than  others,  and  when  it  occurs  in  them  it  is  of  a more 
dangerous  nature  than  in  those  who  are  not  irritable.  Thus 
in  fevers,  when  the  constitution  has  been  much  weakened,  the 
parts  on  which  the  body  has  been  resting  become  inflamed, 
and  quickly  mortify.  But  in  fractures,  where  the  system  is 
healthy  and  strong,  although  the  patient  remain  many  weeks 
in  bed,  no  such  effects  are  produced.  Where  there  is  great 
irritation,  inflammation  is  always  dangerous  : and  the  appli- 
cation of  a blister  to  the  chest,  for  the  removal  of  a cough 
after  mea.sles.  frequently,  in  this  town,  destroys  it  by  bringing 
on  mortification.  Mercury,  in  like  manner,  by  rendering  the 
body  irritable,  disposes  it  to  inflammation  ; and  it  is  wrong  to 
operate,  on  a patient  immediately  after  a mercurial  course,  ou 
account  of  this  inflammatory  tendency. 

The  exciting  causes  of  inflammation  are  whatever  produces 
an  unnatural  state  of  the  part,  calling  upon  nature  for  its 
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icparatioii,  which  she  elTccts  by  the  process  of  iiiflaimnatioii, 
as  bruises,  warts,  pressure,  extraneous  substances,  &c.  &c. 
The  manner  in  whicli  nature  repairs  these  injuries  will  be 
more  fully  explained  hereafter. 

Proximate  Causes  of  Inflammation. — With  regard  to  these 
there  has  been,  and  still  is,  much  difference  of  opinion. 
Boerhaave’s  opinion,  of  an  obstruction  in  the  smaller  vessels, 
arising  from  the  thickness  of  the  blood,  is  false — for  instead 
of  being  thicker,  it  is  absolutely  thinner.  Cullen’s  theory,  of 
spasm  in  the  extreme  vessels,  is  equally  erroneous.  These  arc 
the  results  of  opinion  not  founded  upon  observation.  We 
should  observe  first,  and  think  afterwards.  The  true  proximate 
causes  of  inflammation  appear  to  be  an  increase  of  action  in 
the  vessels  of  the  part,  and  an  increase  in  the  size  of  the  ves- 
sels themselves.  These  phenomena  are  well  demonstrated  by 
the  following  experiment;  viz..  Stretch  the  web  of  a frog’s 
foot,  and  place  it  under  a good  microscope,  put  on  it  the 
smallest  drop  of  nitric  acid,  or  prick  a spot  with  a pin  : you 
will  soon  perceive  in  the  vicinity  of  the  irritated  part  consider- 
able agitation,  and  presently  a red  particle  of  blood  will  make 
its  appearance  in  a vessel  that  had  previously  t)ecn  the  re- 
ceptacle of  transparent  serum  only — each  pulsation  |)ushiug  it 
on  farther  and  farther,  'fliis  red  particle  distends  the  vessel, 
and  is  succeeded  by  others  passing  freely  into  the  vein.  All 
the  vessels  of  the  part  tlien  take  on  similar  actions;  and  thus 
you  create  under  your  eye,  speaking  figuratively,  meandering 
rivulets  of  blood.  The  dilatation  of  the  vessels  in  inflamma- 
tion is  not,  however,  confined  to  the  part  itself,  but  is  also  ob- 
serv<ible  iu  the  larger  arteries  leading  to  the  scene  of  irrita- 
tion : thus,  in  per.sons  who  have  died,  having  inflammation  in 
a foot,  the  femoral  artery  on  tlie  alfeclcd  side  has  been  found 
larger  than  tlie  opposite.  I before  explained  the  manner  in 
which  nature  throvvs  a quantity  of  blood  to  a part  for  the  pur- 
pose of  repairing  an  injury,  or  for  the  removal  of  irritation  ; 
1 will  give  another  illustration  of  this,  wliicli,  if  you  have  not 
.seen,  most  probably  all  of  you  have  felt.  It  is  this  : when 
any  oITetiding  matter  gets  under  the  eyelids  it  produces  irri- 
tation;— nature  immediately  sends  a quantity  of  blood  to  the 
lachrymal  gland — this  blood  occasions  a secretion  of  tears, 
and  these  are  directed  in  streams  over  the  eye,  for  the  purpose 
of  washing  off  the  oflending  substance. 

[Sir  Astley  then  stated,  tliat  he  would  show  a beautiful  spe- 
cimen of  fungus  hacmatodes.  The  tumour  was  of  very  large 
size,  and,  when  cut  open,  exhibited  the  usual  characteristics 
of  this  malignant  disease;  viz.,  cysts  filled  by  a transparent 
fluid ; extravasated  blood  in  clots ; some  of  its  parts  were 
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whitish,  while  others  were  very  dark,  and  the  whole  was  of  a 
spongy,  elastic  texture.] 


LECTURE  IV. 


Treatment  of  Inflammation. 

This  is  either  constitutional,  local,  or  both  combined.  When 
any  important  organ  is  injured  or  its  functions  disturbed,  in 
consequence  of  the  influence  of  the  injury  on  the  constitution, 
the  treatment  must  be  invariably  constitutional,  let  the  local 
be  whatever  it  may ; for  no  vital  organ  can  be  disturbed  in  its 
functions  without  producing  general  derangement,  which  will 
he,  more  or  less,  in  proportion  to  the  importance  of  the  part 
wounded,  and  the-extent  of  the  wound.  Inflammation,  how- 
ever, in  many  persons,  requires  constitutional  treatment,  whe- 
thcr  any  important  part  be  injured  or  not ; as,  in  irritable 
habits,  where  very  trivial  local  damage  will  speedily  affect  the 
entire  system. 

The  most  powerful  means  of  relieving  inflammation  is  by 
the  abstraction  of  blood.  Its  beneficial  effects  principally  re- 
sult from  producing  a diminution  of  nervous  power ; and  that 
it  does  accomplish  this  is  proved  by  the  syncope  which  it  occa- 
sions. 'I'hus,  often  the  removal  of  a very  small  quantity  of 
blood  even  causes  a suspension  of  the  mental  faculties,  as  well 
as  of  all  the  voluntary  functions.  Fainting,  however,  cannot 
be  suddenly  produced  unless  the  patient  be  in  the  erect  posi- 
tion at  the  time  the  blood  is  drawn  ; for  it  is  the  loss  of  this 
fluid  by  the  vessels  of  the  brain  which  is  the  immediate 
cause  of  fainting.  To  prove  this,  when  you  next  bleed  a man 
until  he  faints,  place  him  in  the  recumbent  posture,  and  let 
his  head  be  situated  a little  lower  than  his  body,  to  facilitate 
the  return  of  blood  to  the  brain  : in  a very  short  time  after 
being  thus  placed  he  will  open  his  eyes,  and  all  his  faculties 
will  resume  their  former  abode. 

The  second  mode  by  which  bleeding  relieves,  is  by  lessening 
the  quantity  of  blood  ; for  when  there  is  much  fulness  of  the 
vessels,  the  momentum  will  necessarily  be  great,  and  conse- 
quently the  vital  fluid  will  be  thrown  with  greater  power,  not 
only  to  the  inflamed,  but  to  every  other  part  of  the  body. 

The  third  mode  by  which  bleeding  proves  serviceable,  is  by 
facilitating  the  re-establishment  of  the  secreting  functions. 

The  indication  for  bleeding  is  a hard  pulse.  In  this  state  of 
the  inilse  the  diameter  of  the  vessel  is  diminished,  yet  the  ac- 
tion is  exceedingly  strong,  and  each  pulsation  of  the  artery 
feels  like  the  vibration  of  a wire ; whenever,  therefore,  you 
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find  this  description  of  pulse,  you  will  be  justified  in  taking 
away  blood. 

The  hardest  pulse  that  I ever  met  with  was  in  a person  who 
had  inflammation  of  the  heart;  in  inflammation  of  the  lungs 
and  of  the  brain  the  pulse  is  hard,  but  not  to  be  compared  to 
this.  The  pulse,  however,  is  not  always  hard  when  inflam- 
mation attacks  important  parts.  The  contrary  is  sometimes 
the  fact;  for  when  the  stomach  or  intestines  is  thus  affected, 
the  pulse  is  scarcely  discoverable.  Persons,  unacquainted  with 
the  nature  of  this  fact,  are  frightened  at  seeing  a man  fre- 
quently bled,  who  has,  for  example  strangulated  hernia,  and 
will  often  exclaim,  “ Pray,  don’t  bleed  him  any  more,  see  how 
pale  he  is,  and  his  pulse  is  almost  gone.”  Well  then,  recol- 
lect, that  in  inflammations  of  the  abdominal  viscera  the  pulse 
is  feeble  ; but  inflammation  of  the  liver,  however,  is  an  ex- 
ception to  this  rule. 

Quickness  of  pulse  is  not  in  itself  a sufficient  proof  that 
bleeding  is  requisite,  but  when  united  with  hardness,  no  ad- 
ditional evidence  of  its  necessity  can  be  wanted  ; therefore, 
never  bleed  where  there  is  a quick  pulse,  unless  at  the  same 
time  it  be  a hard  one.  The  indication  for  a repetition  of 
blood-letting  is  said  to  be  a huffy  state  of  the  blood,  but  your 
decision  must  not  be  governed  by  this  appearance,  you  must 
still  have  a hard  pulse.  When  blood  is  cupped  it  is  said  to 
be  a proof  of  strength,  and  that  bleeding  should  be  repeated  ; 
the  following  case,  however,  will  show  that  even  a cupped 
state  of  the  blood  and  buffiness  conjoined  are  not  sufficient, 
evidence  to  warrant  a conclusion  that  venesection  may  be  re- 
peated. A man  at  Guy’s  Hospital,  in  the  last  state  of  scun-y, 
and  whose  blood-vessels  were  so  weak  that  a very  slight  pres- 
sure upon  the  skin  produced  eccbymosis — whose  gums  bled 
frequently,  and  whose  pulse  was  exceedingly  feeble  and 
quick — had  taken  from  his  arm,  at  my  request,  a very  small 
quantity  of  blood,  by  way  of  experiment ; after  standing  for  a 
few  hours,  it  became  not  only  buffy  but  exceedingly  cup- 
ped.— When,  therefore,  you  employ  bleeding,  it  may  be  of 
importance  to  you  to  keep  this  experiment  in  your  remem- 
brance. 

'ITie  quantity  of  blood  which  should  be  drawn  at  a time,  in 
inflammation,  must  depend  entirely  on  the  severity  of  the 
complaint. 

The  proportion  of  blood,  compared  with  the  solids,  which 
can  be  drawn  from  an  animal  before  it  dies,  is  about  one 
pound  to  sixteen.  I ascertained  this  fact  in  the  following 
manner  : — 1 took  a small  dog,  weighing  fourteen  pounds,  aiid 
opened  his  jugular  vein  ; in  this  way  eleven  ounces  were  dis- 


TREATMENT  OF  INFLAMMATION. 


2G 

charged,  when  the  dog  fainted.  I tlicn  opened  the  carotid 
artery,  and  from  this  source,  olrtained  three  ounces  more. 
Thus- fourteen  ounces  of  blood  were  drawn  from  a dog  weigh- 
ing fourteen  pounds ; so  that  one  ounce  of  blood  to  sixteen 
ounces  of  the  solids  is  about  the  correct  proportion. 

When  yon  bleed  to  relieve  inflammation,  the  blood  should 
be  abstracted  as  rapidly  as  possible  ; therefore,  the  orifice 
made  into  the  vessel  should  be  of  considerable  size  ; for,  if  it 
be  allowed  to  run  slowly,  the  vessels  have  time  to  accommo- 
date themselves  to  the  diminished  volume  of  circulating 
fluid;  so  that  the  system  scarcely  receives  any  shock  when 
blood  is  abstracted  in  this  gradual  manner.  The  grand  object, 
indeed,  is  to  produce  fainting  ; to  effect  which  blood  must  be 
suddenly  withdrawn. 

Von  may  bleed -so  as  to  produce  constitutional  and  local 
effects  at  the  same  time.  A patient  of  Mr.  Foster’s,  iu  Guy’s 
Hospital,  who  had  a concussion  of  the  brain,  was  bled  in 
the  external  jugular  vein  ; immediately  after  the  operation, 
the  pain  of  the  head  ceased,  and  the  irritable  fever  disap- 
peared. 

When  you  have  accidents  brought  to  you  which  will  require 
a long  time  for  their  recovery,  you  must  be  exceedingly  care- 
ful how  you  take  away  blood  from  the  general  system,  but 
must  ado|)t  iu  these  cases  local  depletion  ; fur  if,  as  I have 
before  remarked,  you  take  away  from  the  constitution  too 
much  of  the  vital  fluid,  nature  will  be  unable  to  execute  the 
usual  processes  for  tlie  restoration  of  the  injured  parts  ; the 
most  disastrous  consequences,  iu  such  cases,  follow  the  indis- 
criminate employment  of  blood-letting ; and  there  is  not  to 
be  found,  in  the  whole  range  of  surgical  practice,  a greater 
error  than  this. 

The  second  mode  of  relieving  inflammation  is  by  restoring 
the  secretions;  for  whenever  it  occurs,  at  least  in  any  violent 
degree,  all  the  secretions  are  diminished  or  suppressed.  The 
most  important  secretions  are  those  of  the  liver,  intestines, 
skin,  and  kidneys ; and  wheu  tliese  cease  to  perform  their 
proper  functions,  irritative  fever  is  the  consequence.  A defi- 
ciency of  secretion  in  the  alimentary  canal  is  the  cause  of  a 
great  many  of  the  diseases  to  whieh  human  beings  are  sub- 
ject. The  internal  surface  of  the  intestines  is  lined  with 
glands ; the  tube  itself,  on  an  average,  is  twenty-seven  feet 
in  length,  and  three  inches  in  circumference  ; thus  there  are 
hei'e  about  a thousand  inches  of  surface,  from  which,  iu 
health,  continual  secretion  proceeds.  What  then  mnst  the 
result  be  of  allowing  such  an  extensive  surface  to  remain  in- 
active ?— Of  course,  the  production  and  continuance  of  irrita- 
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tion  ami  fever ! To  excite  the  iutestlnal  canal  to  action, 
therefore,  should  be  one  of  our  first  objects.  This  may  be 
done  by  purgatives  ; and  they  afford  relief  iu  nearly  the  same 
manner  as  the  abstraction  of  blood  from  the  arm  ; for  a pint 
of  serum  will  frequently  pass  off  with  feculent  matter,  after 
taking  a cathartic.  Purgatives  have  likewise  another  good 
effect,  independently  of  restoring  the  secretions  from  the  in- 
testinal tube,  viz.,  that  of  carrying  off  whatever  feculent  mat- 
ter may  be  lodged  in  the  intestines ; but  I do  not  believe  that 
much  irritation  is  produced  by  the  accumulation  of  feces  in 
comparison  with  that  which  takes  place  from  a stoppage  or 
dsficieucy  of  the  secretions.  I have  met  with  several  cases  in 
which  a vast  quantity  of  feces  had  collected,  yet  little  consti- 
tutional irritation  was  produced ; similar  cases  frequently 
come  under  the  observation  of  accouclieurs.  In  one  instance, 
which  1 met  with,  the  pressure  from  the  feces  was  so  violent 
that  it  produced  ulceration  into  the  vagina  ; yet  the  amazing 
quantity  of  feculent  matter  excited  but  little  constitutional  ir- 
ritation. Some  fluid  formed  a passage  by  the  condensed 
mass,  and  was  daily  discharged  ; this,  in  a great  measure,  ac- 
counts for  the  absence  of  irritative  fever. 

That  it  is  from  the  check  to  the  secretions  that  irritative 
fever  arises,  is  proved  by  what  happens  in  children  during 
dentition.  They  are  sometimes  put  to  bed  quite  well,  but  in 
the  morning  half  of  the  body  is  paralysed  from  the  irritation 
of  a tooth.  The  secretion  from  the  intestines  stops,  fever  is 
excited,  which  produces  a hot  and  dry  skin  ; but  restore  tliese 
secretions,  by  the  administration  of  ])urgatives  and  antimo- 
niais,  and  the  irritative  fever  soon  subsides,  although  the 
paralysis  will  sometimei  continue,  with  little  alteration,  for  life. 

There  is  another  mode  in  which  i)urgatives  produce  a bene- 
ficial effect  iu  inflammation,  that  of  irritating  the  intestines. 
Blood  is  determined  to  them,  and  is  therefore  drawn  from  the 
part  inflamed,  upon  the  principle  that  two  increased  actions 
are  with  difficulty  kept  up  in  the  body  at  the  same  time. 

It  is  of  no  use  to  act  on  the  intestines  in  inflammation, 
without  also  exciting  the  liver ; therefore,  give  calomel  with 
your  saline  medicines,  but  do  not  give  salines  alone  ; the  best 
plan  is  to  give  calomel  at  night,  and  a saline  in  the  morning. 
An  e.xcellent  aperient  for  adults  is  one  grain  of  calomel,  with 
four  of  cathartic  extract;  or  two  of  blue  pill,  with  three  of 
cathartic  extract.  Ciastoroil  may  also  be  recommended  ; and,  as 
another  safe  opening  medicine,  you  may  ])rescribe  infusion  of 
.senna,  with  Epsom  salts.  In  children,  calomel,  with  rhubarb, 
scammony,  or  antimony,  may  be  ordered  as  aperients  ; and  in 
addition  to  these  means,  the  use  of  injections,  and  the  warm 
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bath,  are  the  best  means  of  restoring  the  secretions  of  the 
digestive  organs. 

An  old  Scotch  physician,  for  whom  I had  a great  respect, 
and  whom  I frequently  met  in  the  city,  used  to  say  to  me,  as 
we  were  about  to  enter  our  patient’s  room  together,  “ Weel, 
Mister  Cooper,  we  ha’  only  twa  things  to  keep  in  mind, 
and  they’ll  serve  us  for  here  and  hereafter ; one  is  auways  to 
ha’  the  fear  o’  the  Lord  before  our  een,  that  ’ll  do  for 
hereafter;  and  the  t’  other  is  to  keep  our  boo’els  auways 
open,  and  that  ’ll  do  for  here.” 

The  methods  by  which  I preserve  my  own  health  are  tem- 
perance, early  rising,  and  sponging  the  body  every  morning 
with  cold  water  immediately  after  getting  out  of  bed,  a prac- 
tice which  I have  'adopted  for  thirty  years ; and  though  I go 
from  the  hot  theatre  into  the  squares  of  the  hospital,  in  the 
severest  winter  nights,  with  merely  silk  stockings  on  my  legs, 
yet  I scarcely  ever  have  a cold.  Should  it  happen  that  I feel 
indisposed,  my  never-failing  remedy  is  one  grain  of  calomel 
combined  with  four  of  cathartic  extract,  which  I take  at 
night ; with  a basin  of  hot  tea,  about  two  hours  before  I rise 
the  following  morning,  in  order  to  excite  a free  perspiration, 
and  my  indisposition  soon  subsides. 

Tlie  next  secretion  we  should  restore,  for  relieving  irrita- 
tion and  inflammation,  is  that  of  the  skin,  for  it  rarely  hap- 
pens that  a hard  pulse  continues  with  a free  secretion  from 
the  surface  of  the  body. 

The  best  mode  of  producing  perspiration  is,  by  giving  the 
antimonial  powder  with  diluents,  or  Dover’s  powder  ; as  this 
powder,  however,  is  apt  to  increase  costiveness,  the  antimo- 
nials  are  the  best,  and  these  should  be  combined  with  mer- 
curials. 

The  other  secretion,  namely  that  of  the  kidneys,  may  be 
restored  by  giving  diluents,  squills,  or  acetate  of  potash. 

Now,  gentlemen,  be  assured  it  is  not  by  restoring  this  or 
that  secretion,  which  will  relieve  extensive  inflammation ; for  it 
cannot  be  eficcted  but  by  the  complete  restoration  of  them  all. 

There  are  some  cases  of  inflammation  where  bleeding  will 
not  afford  relief ; this  more  frequently  happens  in  inflamma- 
tion of  the  testicles  than  in  any  other  part ; for  these  affec- 
tions you  must  administer  Dover’s  powder,  combined  with 
calomeL 

There  is  another  mode  of  subduing  inflammation,  namely, 
provoking  in  the  stomach  a constant  nausea,  by  giving  a solu- 
tion of  emetic  tartar.  I have  seen  this  plan  successfully  prac- 
tised on  children  in  cioup;  calomel  should  be  also  occa- 
sionally administered. 
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In  inflammation  of  old  people  you  must  bleed  with  great 
caution.  I was  requested  to  see  an  elderly  lady  in  the  country, 
having  inflamed  lungs  ; I ordered  her  to  be  bled — the  bleed- 
ing was  repeated,  when  her  legs  began  to  swell ; I therefore 
prescribed  the  digitalis  and  the  spir.  aeth.  uitrici ; it  reduced 
the  pulse,  caused  the  absorption  of  the  effused  fluid  in  the 
legs,  and  she  rapidly  recovered.  This  medicine  reduced  the 
inflammation,  and  at  the  same  time  increased  power. 

The  means,  therefore,  which  are  employed  to  lessen  or  re- 
move inflammation  are  those  which  restore  the  secretions,  by 
opening  the  extremities  of  the  arteries  ; and  thus  the  heart  is 
prevented  from  propelling  a quantity  of  blood  with  violence  to 
any  particular  part  of  the  body. 

LECTURE  V. 


Treatment  of  Chronic  Inflammatiom. 

The  remedies  employed  in  this  affection  must  have  a slow  and 
gradual  action  on  the  secretions,  you  cannot  take  this  disease 
by  storm  ; and,  if  your  medicines  are  attended  by  violent 
actions,  you  will  do  harm  instead  of  good.  'Ihe  principle  on 
which  this  disease  depends  is  the  same  as  in  acute  inflamma- 
tion, viz.  the  arrest  of  the  secretions.  Chronic  inflammation 
is  frequently  produced  through  the  influence  of  the  mind; 
thus,  long  continued  grief  will  completely  stop  the  secretion 
of  bile  ; again,  loss  of  appetite,  from  a deficient  secretion  of 
gastric  juice,  is  often  occasioned  by  anxiety  of  mind ; and 
even  an  ulcerated  state  of  the  stomach  has  been  produced  by  a 
long  continuance  of  the  same  cause.  But  let  what  will  cause 
the  stoppage  of  the  secretion,  some  enlargement  will  be  the 
result;  as  swelling  of  the  liver,  of  the  testicles,  or  of  the 
joints ; the  formation  of  common  tumours,  as  the  fatty,  or 
those  of  a specific  kind,  as  the  fungous. 

In  diseases  of  a chronic  kind,  give  calomel  and  opium  ; and 
I cannot  point  out  to  you  a better  example  of  their  good 
effects  than  is  observable  in  chronic  inflammation  of  the  iris. 
A person  comes  into  the  hospital  with  iritis ; he  has  a zone 
of  red  vessels  round  the  coraea,  on  the  sclerotic  coat,  and 
there  are  red  or  yellow  spots  on  the  iris ; if  the  complaint 
has  been  violent,  the  spots  are  red,  from  their  having  become 
vascular.  You  give  this  patient  five  grains  of  calomel,  and 
one  grain  of  opium,  twice  a day  for  a fortnight,  and  he  gene- 
rally gets  well.  Yet  this  disease  was  formerly  considered  in- 
curable. If  the  patient  be  a female,  or  of  a delicate  constitu- 
tion, then  two  or  three  grains  of  calomel  will  be  found  suffi- 
cient ; and  when  the  mouth  becomes  decidedly  affected,  you 
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will  perc(!ive  an  alteration  in  the  appearance  of  the  iris,  when 
you  should  lessen  your  dose  ; a profuse  salivation  is  not  ne- 
cessary, and,  if  long  continued,  would  aggravate  rather  than 
relieve  the  local  disease. 

The  most  common  medicine,  and  probably  as  a general  one 
the  best  that  is  administered  in  chronic  indammation,  is 
Plummer’s  pill ; it  acts  at  one  and  the  same  time  on  the  secre- 
tions of  the  liver,  intestines,  and  skin,  and  if  you  can  succeed 
in  restoring  these,  the  disease,  if  recent,  will  soon  disappear; 
the  absorbent  vessels  are  roused  into  a state  of  increased 
activity,  and  the  effects  of  the  chronic  indammation  are 
removed. 

Another  excellQnt  medicine  for  the  cure  of  chronic  com- 
plaints, is  the  oxymuriate  of  mercury,  combined  with  the 
compound  decoction  of  sarsaparilla.  In  the  hospitals  we 
merely  give  it  dissolved  in  rectified  spirits  of  wine  ; about  onc- 
cighth  of  a grain,  in  half  a pint  of  the  decoction,  to  he  taken  in 
the  course  of  a day  ; one-half  in  the  morning,  and  the  other 
in  the  evening ; continue  it  as  long  as  you  think  necessary, 
taking  care  to  watch  its  effects  on  the  gums;  always  keeping 
in  mind,  that  mercury  given  to  excess  will  tend  to  increase, 
rather  than  destroy,  constitutional  irritation.  As  sarsaparilla 
seems  to  possess  the  power  of  lessening  iriitability,  we  fre- 
quently give  it  with  mercury,  in  the  way  I have  just  men- 
tioned ; it  is  a medicine  which  has  often  a most  extraordinary 
effect  on  opacities  of  the  cornea,  and  may  be  prescribed,  in 
even  very  bad  cases,  with  the  greatest  prospect  of  success.  A 
girl  from  Sheerness  was  in  Guy’s  Hospital  some  time  since, 
in  whom  the  opacity  was  so  great,  that  she  was  nearly  blind  ; 
quite  so  in  one  eye : the  usual  remedies  employed  in  similar 
cases  were  tried,  without  obtaining  the  least  benefit ; she  was 
then  recommended  the  compound  decoction  of  sarsaparilla, 
with  the  oxymuriate  of  mercury,  and  in  a short  time  she  re- 
covered her  sight. 

I'he  best  alterative  for  the  removal  of  chronic  disorders  in 
children,  is  one  grain  of  the  hydrarg.  cum  cretfi,  and  two  or 
three  grains  of  powdered  rhubarb,  mixed  together,  and  given 
night  and  morning  : this  compound  is  exceedingly  mild,  and 
will  have  a particularly  benign  influeuce  on  the  liver  and  in- 
testines. One  grain  of  oxymuriate  of  mercury,  dissolved  in 
an  ounce  of  tincture  of  bark,  and  from  ten  to  fifteen  drops, 
according  to  the  age  of  the  child,  being  given  twice  a-day, 
will  likewise  be  found  a very  valuable  medicine.  It  is  said, 
that  the  mercury  is  decomposed  by  the  bark  ; but,  whether  it 
be  so  or  not,  it  is  attended  with  so  many  good  effects,  that  1 
shall  continue  to  prescribe  it ; and  especially  in  those  cases 
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where  there  is  enlargement  of  the  mesenteric  trlancls.  Calomel 
ajid  rhubarb,  the  hydr.  cum  cretfi,  and  soda,  will  also  be 
found  medicines  of  much  power  in  the  chronic  diseases  of 
children. 

Lastly,  as  it  is  not  advisable  to  give  these  little  creatures 
mercury,  if  it  can  be  avoided,  a medicine,  composed  of  two 
grains  of  rhubarb,  and  five  grains  of  the  carbonate  of  iron, 
given  two  or  three  times  a-day,  will  often  render  its  employ- 
ment unnecessary  : this  medicine  acts  as  an  aperient  and 
powerful  tonic. 

The  nature  of  inflammation  I hope  you  all  now  thoroughly 
understand  ; recollect  that  the  vessels  of  the  part  arc  in  a di- 
lated state,  and  the  surrounding  ones  have  an  increased  action. 

I shall  next  speak  of  the 

Local  Tkeatmf.nt  of  Inflammation. 

Much  has  been  said  about  the  application  of  cold  in  these 
affections.  People  have  been  arguing  about  words  rather  than 
idea',  but  it  really  is  not  worth  while  to  attend  to  such  fasti- 
dions,  nonsensiccU  objections  as  have  been  started  against  this 
remedy.  Though  cold  is  not  a positive  agent,  yet  it  is  capable 
of  affording  great  relief  in  inflammation — first,  by  lessening 
the  size  of  the  vessels — secondly,  by  lessening  action,  which  it 
effects  by  diminishing  nervous  irritability.  If  cold  be  applied 
to  the  system  generally,  it  has  the  pow'er  of  lessening  the 
frequency  of  the  pulse  in  an  extraordinary  degree.  I have 
tried  this  upon  myself.  1 went  out  of  my  house  one  evening 
into  the  garden  when  warm,  my  pulse  being  86  ; at  the  ex- 
piiation  of  an  hour  it  w’as  76  ; at  the  eud  of  two  hours,  was 
reduced  to  65  ; and  had  not  only  lessened  in  quickness,  but 
also  in  fulness.  Cold  will  produce  torpor,  and  even  death. 

A curious  instance  of  this  kind  occurred  near  Halifax,  in 
Nova  Scotia  : Dr.  Scott  had  been  dining  a little  way  in  the 
country  with  some  friends,  and  they  were  on  their  return  at 
night,  w’hen  one  of  the  party  separated  from  the  rest,  saying 
to  a companion,  that  he  would  frighten  some  of  them  by-and- 
by.  However,  they  reached  Halifax  without  seeing  any  thing 
more  of  him.  .At  this  the  party  became  alarmed  for  his 
safety,  and  returned  for  the  jiurpose  of  finding  him.  He  was 
discovered  behind  a hillock  of  snow,  in  an  erect  position,  but 
quite  dead. 

Another  curious  instance  of  this  kind  is  related  in  Cook’s 
Voyages,  when  some  of  the  officers  and  crow  of  one  of  the 
ships  were  landing  at  Terra  del  Fnego.  Dr.  Solander,  who 
was  of  the  party,  particularly  cautioned  them  not  to  go  to 
sleep  ; and  said  that  it  was  exceedingly  dangerous  to  do  so  in 
cold  .situations.  It  happened,  however,  that  the  Doctor  was 
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himself  the  first  who  became  drowsy ; it  was  with  the  greatest 
difficulty  that  his  companions  could  keep  him  in  motion  ; and 
it  was  only  by  the  utmost  perseverance  that  they  succeeded  in 
getting  him  back  to  the  ship  alive. 

When  cold  is  applied  to  an  inflamed  part,  it  lessens  its  ner- 
vons  energy,  and  robs  it  of  its  heat;  but  cold  must  be  severe 
indeed,  if  it  bring  the  internal  parts  of  the  body  below  a tem- 
perature of  98°.  In  this  country,  in  the  winter,  many  of  the 
external  parts  of  the  body  vaiy  in  temperature  from  20°  to 
30°  ; thus  a thermometer  applied  to  the  toes  when  they  are 
cold,  will  be  found  to  indicate  20°  of  heat  less  than  it  would 
do,  if  applied  to  the  calf  of  the  leg.  Cold,  applied  iu  excess, 
destroys  llife,  by  extracting  heat,  without  w'hich  the  vital  ac- 
tions cannot  be  supported. 

On  the  living  body  you  may  apply  cold  to  a part  until  it  ac- 
tually becomes  frozen.  Mr.  Cline  and  Mr.  Sharp  were  once 
attending  a patient  who  had  strangulated  hernia  ; to  reduce 
which  they  applied  ice  enclosed  in  linen  cloths,  and  this  they 
continued  for  thirty-six  hours  : now  as  the  ice  dis.'olved,  the 
water  formed  by  it  ran  down  upon  the  man’s  groin,  and  the 
inner  side  of  his  thigh,  and  the  parts  whereon  this  stream 
passed,  became  completely  frozen ; proper  applications  re- 
stored them  to  life ; but  inflammation  and  slight  mortification 
succeeded  : the  hernia,  however,  was  reduced  and  the  man 
eventually  did  well.  In  similar  cases  I advise  you  to  apply  ice 
in  a bladder ; and  take  care  that  you  do  not  continue  it  too  long. 

It  frequently  happens  in  this  country,  during  severe  winters, 
that  the  lobes  of  the  ears  and  tips  of  the  noses  of  those  who 
are  much  exposed  to  the  weather  will  become  frozen  : they 
may  be  restored  to  life  by  rubbing  them  with  snow. 

One  of  the  best  lotions  that  can  be  applied  to  an  inflamed 
part  is  composed  of  one  ounce  of  rectified  spirits  of  wine,  and 
five  ounces  of  water.  Goulard  water  is  also  much  extolled 
for  reducing  inflammation  and  lessening  pain ; but  when  too 
long  applied,  or  too  strong,  it  has  been  known  to  destroy  ner- 
vous irritability  in  too  great  a degree.  Mr.  Foster,  of  Guy’s, 
saw  a person  in  whom  the  upper  eye-lid  became  completely 
paralysed  from  its  improper  application. 

In  applying  the  spirit-of-wine  lotion,  let  your  cloths  be 
thin,  so  that  the  spirit  may  combine  with  the  heat  of  the  part, 
and  carry  it  off  iu  the  form  of  vapour  ; in  other  words,  eva- 
poration is  produced,  and  it  is  in  that  way  its  good  effects  are 
produced. 

1 do  not  recommend  the  application  of  ice  to  parts  while  iu 
a state  of  inflammation ; it  irritates,  and  is  apt  to  produce 
gangrene. 
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Some  years  since,  when  I was  making  a series  of  physiolo- 
gical experiments,  I wished  to  ascertain  what  effects  would 
be  produced  upon  the  pulse  by  the  sudden  application  of  se- 
vere cold,  for  which  purpose  1 plunged  ray  arm  to  the  shoulder 
into  snow ; at  the  time  of  the  immersion  my  pulse  was  80, 
but  immediately  rose  to  120  ; this  result  was  contrary  to  all 
that  1 had  ever  been  tanght  on  the  subject — the  pulse  some- 
times did  not  rise  so  high  as  120,  not  being  more  than  110, 
and  was  hard  and  wiry.  The  immersion  in  so  great  a degree 
of  cold  caused  great  pain,  and  consequently  was  a source  of 
irritation.  This  experiment  led  me  into  an  examination  of 
the  effects  of  the  application  of  the  cold  bath  ; 1 found  that 
when  a person  in  health  took  a cold  bath,  who  was  unaccus- 
tomed to  do  so,  that  it  produced  irritation  ; but  on  the  con- 
trary, when  a person  in  a state  of  irritation,  or  febrile  heat, 
went  into  a cold  bath,  it  tranquilized  the  nervous  action,  and 
exerted  a beneficial  influence. 

At  one  time,  I had  injured  my  health  by  being  too  much  in 
the  dissecting-room,  and  was  in  the  habit  of  discharging  from 
my  stomach  a good  deal  of  blood  ; a considerable  degree  of 
sympathetic  fever  was  the  consequence ; in  this  condition  [ 
went  into  the  country,  for  the  benefit  of  a pure  atmosphere, 
and  tliere  had  frequent  opportunities  of  noticing  the  influence 
of  cold  upon  an  irritable  pulse,  in  my  own  person.  Of  an 
evening,  when  in  the  house,  my  pulse  would  bg  at  120,  but 
upon  going  out  into  the  cold  air,  it  sunk  in  a very  short  time 
to  100,  and  by  a long  continuance  in  the  cold,  it  became  still 
less  frequent.  Thus,  where  there  is  great  irritability  of  the 
nervous  system,  and  where  the  heart  is  sending  its  blood 
through  the  different  channels  with  accelerated  motion,  cold 
will  prove  invigorating,  by  destroying  the  first  of  these  affec- 
tions, and  reducing  the  latter  to  the  natural  standard. 

In  a word,  therefore,  cold  relieves  inflammation  when  lo- 
cally applied— by  abstracting  heat— by  lessening  the  diameter 
of  the  blood-vessels — and  by  diminishing  the  action  of  the 
part,  through  lessening  its  nervous  irritability. 

'Tlie  next  mode  of  relieving  inflammation  is  by  the  appli- 
cation of  heat  and  moisture;  this  looks  like  contradiction, 
but  it  is  not  so.  It  would  be  a contradiction  to  apply  heat 
alone,  and  its  application  would  certainly  do  harm  ; but  the 
reverse  is  the  result,  when  united  with  moisture  ; for  the  two 
produce  relaxation,  open  the  pores,  give  rise  to  perspiration, 
thereby  removing  couge.stion,  and  occasioning  all  the  bene- 
ficial effects  that  would  arise  from  the  application  of  leeches. 
The  sedative  effects  of  heat  and  moisture  arc  well  exempli- 
fied by  what  happens  when  a person  takes  a warm  bath ; a 
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man,  for  instance,  with  a pulse  at  75,  goes  into  water  heated 
to  100  degrees  ; his  pulse  soon  rises  to  100,  presently  he  per- 
spires freely,  his  pulse  becomes  less  frequent,  yet  soft ; great 
relaxation  follows,  and  if  he  were  not  removed,  he  would  ab- 
solutely die,  so  extensive  is  the  exhaustion  that  it  occasions. 
Here,  then,  is  direct  proof  of  what  heat  and  moisture  can  do, 
when  they  are  applied  generally;  and,  when  used  locally, 
their  action  on  the  part  is  precisely  the  same. 

Fomentations  are  ordered  precisely  with  the  same  view, 
viz.,  to  restore  the  secretions  of  the  part,  by  which  the  ten- 
sion of  the  vessels  is  removed,  and  the  pain  much  abated. 
Fomentations  occasionally  are  medicated,  being  composed  of 
camomile  flowers,,  poppy-heads,  &c.,  but  1 do  not  consider 
that  these  possess  any  advantage  over  mere  water,  at  least 
where  the  surface  of  the  skin  is  unbroken. 

Poultices  are  likewise  used  upon  the  same  priticiple  ; the 
kind  of  poultice  is  of  little  consequence,  provided,  as  in  the 
preceding  case,  the  skin  be  entire. 

The  next  method  of  relieving  inflammation  is  by  the  appli- 
cation of  leeches,  which  relieve  upon  the  same  principle  as 
poultices  and  fomentations,  viz.,  by  abstracting  from  the  part 
a portion  of  its  fluids,  and  consequently  lessening  the  pain 
and  tension  : after  the  leeches  drop  off,  the  bleeding  must  be 
encouraged  ; this  may  be  done  by  bathing  the  part  with  warm 
water,  and  wiping  it  frequently  with  a warm  sponge. 

To  some  persons,  and  in  some  situations,  however,  the  ap- 
plication of  leeches  is  attended  with  very  great  inconvenience; 
as  occasionally,  for  example,  in  inflammation  of  the  testicles. 
We  do  not  find  this  an  inconvenience  in  the  hospitals  ; but 
frequently,  in  private  practice,  we  see  persons  in  whom  it  is 
of  the  greatest  consequence  that  a bleeding  from  these  parts 
should  be  concealed.  Now,  as  there  is  much  mess,  trouble, 
and  consequent  exposure,  from  an  application  of  leeches,  what 
we  do  iu  such  cases  is  this  : we  request  the  person  to  stand 
before  us,  and,  with  a lancet,  puncture  some  of  the  small 
veins  on  the  front  of  the  scrotum  ; in  this  niauner,  and  with 
a little  warm  water,  you  abstract  any  portion  of  blood  you 
wish ; and  what  is  of  very  great  consequence,  you  stop  it 
when  you  please  ; for,  by  placing  the  patient  in  a recumbent 
posture,  and  by  applying  some  cold  water  to  the  punctures, 
the  blood  will  immediately  cease  to  flow.  In  this  way,  then, 
you  may  take  blood  from  the  scrotum,  when  the  testicles 
are  inflamed,  with  very  little  trouble,  and  without  any  ex- 
posure. 

[The  learned  Lecturer  here  said,  at  the  same  time  putting 
his  hand  upon  one  of  the  recently  amputated  stumps  lying  upon 
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the  table,  that  he  had  a few  more  remarks  to  make,  but  these 
would  be  on  another  subject : viz. — the  occasional  retraction 
of  the  skin  of  a stump,  after  amputation.] 

A surgeon,  at  Worthing,  took  off  a boy's  arm,  pretty  near 
the  shoulder-joint ; the  stump  healed  kindly,  and  all  was 
thought  to  be  doing  well ; some  mouths  after,  however,  he 
complained  of  pain,  and  the  skin  retracted  to  such  an  extent, 
that  the  bone  projected  through  it  at  least  an  inch  ; in  this 
state,  he  came  to  town,  and  upon  examining  the  part  near 
the  arm-pit,  I put  my  finger  upon  a small  tumour  ; this  oc- 
casioned the  boy  to  jump  as  though  he  had  been  electrified  ; 
J then  performed  the  operation  of  amputation  at  the  shoulder- 
joint,  and,  upon  examination,  it  was  found  that  the  tumour 
which  had  been  touched  before  the  operation,  and  produced 
the  electric  shock,  was  a large  ganglion  of  nerves,  and  it  had 
given  rise  to  the  excessive  irritability  of  the  .stump,  and  the 
retraction  of  the  skin. 

Previou.sly  to  the  above  case,  a boy  was  sent  to  me,  with  a 
stump  similar  to  the  one  I have  just  described,  but  in  the  leg  ; 
the  cuds  of  the  bones  were  cut  off,  and  the  boy  left  tlie  hos- 
pital apparently  well ; but  soon  after  the  arm  case  from 
Worthing  had  been  operated  upon,  and  the  nature  of  the  dis- 
ease ascertained,  this  boy  again  returned,  having  his  stump 
in  a painful,  irritable  state,  and  the  skin  evidently  retracted. 
Knowing  now  the  catise  of  the  mischief,  I cut  down  upon, 
and  took  out  the  end  of  the  posterior  tibial  nerve  : the  bad 
symptoms  consequently  disappeared,  and  the  lad  eventually 
recovered. 

Going  round  the  hospital  the  other  day,  I met  wdth  another 
case  resembling  the  above,  but,  in  point  of  irritability,  much 
worse.  At  the  particular  request  of  the  woman,  1 amputated  — 
the  nerves  appeared  to  be  enlarged,  and  had  formed  a ganglion 
partially  re.sting  on  the  extremity  of  the  bone;  this  had  pro- 
duced such  a degree  of  irritation,  that  no  part  of  the  stump 
could  be  touched  without  exciting  a kind  of  electric  shock  ; 
in  fact,  the  woman  appeared  very  much  to  resemble  a sensi- 
tive plant. 

How  the  nerves  become  longer  than  the  bones  in  these 
cases  does  not  admit  of  easy  explanation. 
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LECTURE  VI. 


Counter-Irritation  in  Inflammation. 

In  the  acute,  as  has  already  been  explained  to  you,  our  ob- 
ject is  to  diminish  vascular  action ; but  in  the  chronic  we  en- 
deavour to  increase  it.  Thus,  in  long-continued  discharges 
arising  from  relaxation,  we  employ  stimulating  lotions,  for 
the  purpose  of  restoring  to  the  vessels  their  healthy  power  of 
contraction.  Again,  in  sluggish,  indolent  ulcers,  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  excite  action  ; for  which  purpose  we  em- 
ploy washes,  either  composed  of  calomel  and  lime  water,  or 
the  hydr.  oxymur.'and  lime  water  ; the  cupri  sulphas  is  also 
an  admirable  remedy  in  these  indolent  sores.  Gonorrhoea,  as 
I have  already  shown  to  you,  gives  ns  an  excellent  illustration 
of  the  difference  between  acute  inflammation  and  chronic, 
and  the  principles  upon  which  your  opposite  treatment  must 
be  founded  to  insure  a successful  result.  At  first  you  dimi- 
nish strength  and  action,  and  then  stimulate,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  restoring  them. 

Whenever  you  apply  stimulating  lotions  to  indolent  ulcers, 
you  should  always  cover  the  parts  with  oiled  silk;  to  prevent 
evaporation,  hy  which  cold  would  be  produced,  and  the  de- 
sign with  which  it  was  applied  frustrated.  Your  object  here 
is  to  obtain  heat  and  action  ; as  oiled  silk  obstructs  evapora- 
tion, it  very  materially  contributes  to  create  these  : and,  as 
the  perspiration  as  well  as  the  vapour  from  lotions  condenses 
upon  the  inner  surface  of  the  oiled  silk,  it  of  course  succeeds 
in  keeping  the  part  moist ; and  this  is  a vci-y  great  advantage, 
as  it  enables  you  to  remove  your  applications  without  disturb- 
ing the  new  skin.  Now,  where  this  covering  is  not  used,  the 
linen  over  the  wound  becomes  dry,  adheres  to  the  newly- 
formed  skin,  and,  consequently,  when  you  take  away  one,  the 
other  must  come  with  it : in  this  manner  the  restorative 
efforts  of  nature  for  twenty-four  hours  will  often  be  defeated 
in  a single  minute. 

The  next  method  of  treatment  which  we  shall  mention  is 
that  of  counter-irritation. 

The  power  of  this  remedy  is  very  great,  and  its  advantages 
numerous  ; but  the  chief  benefit  that  results  from  its  employ- 
ment arise.s  from  its  drawing  off  the  blood  from  the  neigh- 
bouring inflamed  parts,  whereby  it  checks  the  course  of  dis- 
ease in  important  organs  ; thus,  a blister  at  the  nape  of  the 
neck,  if  early  applied,  MU  arrest  an  inflammation  of  the 
brain ; a blister  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach  will  frequently  over- 
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come  an  inflammation  of  that  viscus  ; a stimulating  irritating 
lotion  applied  to  the  scrotum  will  often  cure  an  inflammation 
of  the  testicle.  But  counter-irritation,  carried  to  excess,  will 
do  harm  ; you  must,  therefore,  be  particularly  cautious  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  you  use  it.  In  parts  that  have  no  inir 
mediate  connexion,  it  is  really  astonishing  to  observe  its  ef- 
fects. In  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  a blister  applied  upon 
the  chest  (parts  between  which  there  is  no  direct  communi- 
cation) will  soon  stop  the  disease,  and  be  to  the  patient  the 
principal  cause  of  recovery.  Blisters,  likewise,  applied  to  the 
front  of  the  body,  as  on  the  abdomen,  are  extremely  useful 
for  the  removal  of  inflammations  of  the  liver,  intestines,  &c. 

Blisters  are  more  generally  used  by  surgeons  for  exciting 
counter-irritation  than  any  other  application.  Issues  and 
setons  are  also  occasionally  adopted.  I again  caution  you 
against  exciting  such  a degree  of  irritation  as  would  affect  the 
whole  system  : if  you  were  to  allow  this  to  happen,  you 
would  aggravate  the  original  disease;  it  must  therefore  be 
limited,  and  kept  within  proper  bounds.  Sometimes,  after 
the  blister  has  been  removed,  it  may  be  deemed  prudent  to 
keep  the  wound  ojjen  ; this  you  can  accomplish  by  removing 
the  loose  cuticle,  and  by  dressing  the  sore  with  savine  oint- 
ment. 

Another  mode  of  producing  counter- irritation  is  by  the  ap- 
plication of  tartarized  antimony  made  into  an  ointment.  This 
is  a very  excellent  method,  and  is  now  very  generally  adopted. 
You  must  be  careful,  however,  on  what  surfaces  you  apply  it, 
if  you  intend  to  excite  irritation  in  a great  degree,  as  it  is 
apt,  permanently,  to  disfigure  the  skin.  I saw  a young  lady 
who  had  used  it  on  the  arm  for  a chronic  inflammation  of  the 
elbow  joint.  She  was  offended  with  her  medical  attendants 
for  having  recommended  its  employment,  as  it  left  a scar  near 
the  elbow  which  has  since  obliged  her  to  wear  long  sleeves. 
Such  a defect  you  would  not  like  to  see  in  your  sister  or 
friend ; therefore,  it  is  nothing  more  than  right  that  you 
should  endeavour  to  obviate  its  occurrence  ; and  this  you  may 
always  do  by  proper  attention. 

The  next  circumstance  to  be  attended  to  in  the  treatment 
of  inflammation  is  position.  Medical  men  do  not  consider 
the  human  body  as  an  hydraulic  machine;  nor  indeed  is  it  so  : 
but  still  the  fluids  of  the  body  are,  in  some  measure,  governed 
by  the  laws  of  gravity.  Look  at  the  opei'ation  that  I spoke  of 
in  the  last  lecture,  for  relieving  inflammation  of  the  testicle. 
If  you  puncture  the  veins  in  front  of  the  scrotum,  and  if  the 
patient  be  in  the  erect  position,  blood  will  freely  flow  ; but 
put  him  in  a recumbent  position,  the  stream  will  immediately 
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cease  ; though  when  the  body  is  thus  placed,  the  power  of  the 
heart  is  greater  than  when  in  the  erect  position. 

If,  during  the  ensuing  winter,  I should  be  called  to  any  of 
you  having  inflammation  in  the  hand,  arising  from  punctures 
inflicted  while  dissecting,  I should  immediately  direct  you  to 
get  an  inclined  plane  made,  upon  which  I should  order  you  to 
rest  your  hand  as  long  as  the  inflammation  was  at  all  violent. 

It  is  etpially  necessary  to  attend  to  position  in  inflammation 
of  the  leg.  I must  give  you  an  example;  I was  sent  for,  to 
see  a gentleman  farmer  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Rayleigh,  in 
Essex,  who  for  a long  time  had  been  subject  to  a very  severe 
Inflammation  in  both  his  legs  ; they  were  exceedingly  red  and 
very  much  swollen,-in  a state  threatening  gangrene;  the  con~ 
stitutional  irritation  was  very  great,  and  the  tongue  covered 
with  a brown  fur.  I found  him  with  his  legs  in  a tub  of 
water  ; I took  out  one  of  them,  and  it  smoked  excessively ; I 
saw  there  was  no  time  to  be  lost,  had  him  immediately  placed 
upon  a sofa,  and  contrived  to  rest  his  legs  upon  the  end  of 
the  sofa ; consequently  they  were  raised  considerably  higher 
than  his  body ; the  vessels  soon  began  to  unload  themselves, 
and  the  skin,  in  a short  time,  was  evidently  less  red  than 
wbeu  taken  out  of  the  water.  I then  applied  flannels  wrung 
out  of  warm  water  ; these  soon  produced  a very  considerable 
perspiration,  by  which  the  cellular  membrane  became  un- 
loaded, the  swelling  much  less,  and  the  pain  materially 
abated.  He  gradually  recovered,  and  in  six  weeks  was  en- 
abled to  ride  a considerable  distance  to  market. 

The  completest  tyro  in  surgery  ought  to  know,  that  it 
would  be  folly  to  attempt  to  cure  extensive  inflammation  in  a 
limb,  if  it  were  allowed  to  continue  in  a depending  position. 

The  ne.xt  circumstance  to  be  attended  to  in  the  treatment 
of  inflammation  is  rest  ; the  necessity  of  which  must  be  well 
known  to  you,  as  all  of  you  must  have  observed  that  exercise 
increases  the  action  of  the  heart,  and,  consequently,  must  be 
injurious  in  inflammation.  To  obtain  rest  for  an  inflamed 
joint  is  one  of  our  grand  principles  in  the  treatment,  and  no 
good  can  be  done  without  it : it  is  curious  to  observe  how 
nature  herself  directs  this ; for  where  a joint  is  diseased,  the 
muscles  which  act  upon  that  joint  have  lost  their  power : 
thus,  if  a man  has  an  inflammation  of  the  wrist,  and  you  put 
your  hand  into  his  and  desire  him  to  squeeze  it,  you  find  that 
he  cannot  do  so,  or  that  the  attempt  is  exceedingly  feeble.  In 
inflammations  of  the  joints  of  the  lower  extremities,  the 
muscles  of  the  part  in  like  manner  lose  their  vigour. 

Indurations  frequently  remain  after  inflammation  has  en- 
tirely ceased  ; these  are  to  be  got  rid  of  by  diminishing  the 
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circulation  of  the  part,  and  producing  absorption  by  the  fol- 
lowing methods ; — 

Pressure  has  the  power  of  exciting  the  action  of  the  ab- 
sorbents in  an  extraordinary  degree;  and  you  may  produce  it 
either  hy  the  use  of  rollers  or  strapping. 

Electricity,  too,  is  attended  with  similar  effects ; it  acts 
strongly  on  the  absorbent  system. 

Mercury,  likewise,  does  the  same;  and,  speaking  generally, 
more  decidedly  so  than  either  of  the  other  remedies  1 have 
mentioned. 

When  a man  dies  in  our  foul  wards,  for  example,  in  a state 
of  salivation,  we  find  that  the  alveolar  processes  which  con- 
tained the  teeth  have  been  in  a great  measure  absorbed. 

Friction  has  of  late  years,  got  into  great  repute,  for  the 
cure  of  iudurated  and  stiffened  joints,  occasioned  by  inflam- 
mation; it  was  first  recommended  by  the  late  Mr.  Grosvenor, 
of  Oxford,  a man  of  strong  mind,  and  who  possessed  a great 
share  of  common  sense.  This  remedy  was  his  hobby  ; and, 
like  all  other  hobbies,  it  occasionally  carried  its  rider  into  the 
mire  ; for  Mr.  Grosvenor  sometimes  would  recommend  fric- 
tioti  before  the  acute  inflammation  had  terminated,  conse- 
quently it  was  productive  of  mischief  rather  than  benefit ; in 
many  instances,  however,  where  judiciously  employed,  the 
most  beneficial  results  have  been  obtained. 

Case. — A gentleman  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Nottingham, 
when  shooting,  received  a severe  injury  to  his  knee ; after  the 
violence  of  the  first  inflammatory  symptoms  had  terminated, 
there  remained  considerable  swelling,  stiffness,  and  inditra- 
tiou;  for  these  he  was  attended  by  Mr.  Attenborough,  an 
eminent  surgeon,  of  Nottingham  ; as  the  gentleman  did  not 
get  better,  Mr.  Attenborough  sent  him  to  town,  and  here  he  for 
some  time  continued  under  my  cave  and  that  of  a physician  ; 
still  the  joint  remained  in  the  same  state,  and  the  means  used 
were  inadequate  to  afford  relief.  1 advised  him  to  go  to 
Oxford,  and  consult  Mr.  Grosvenor.  This  he  did ; and  as 
soon  as  Mr.  Grosvenor  saw  him,  and  heard  that  his  limb  had 
been  kept  quiet,  he  told  him  to  walk  to  the  bottom  of  Christ 
Church  Meadow,  and  then  return  and  dine,  which  he  really 
did.  Friction  was  used  in  this  case  with  the  greatest  success, 
for,  within  six  weeks  after  he  went  to  Oxford,  he  called  upon 
me  in  town,  quite  recovered,  and  thanked  me  for  recommend- 
ing him  to  Mr.  Grosvenor. 

Friction  accelerates  circulation  and  absorption  ; and  the 
way  iu  which  Mr.  Grosvenor  recommended  it  to  be  done  was, 
by  applying  both  hands  to  the  joints,  at  the  same  time  alter- 
tiately  moving  them  up  and  down. 
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The  late  hlr  Hey,  of  Leeds,  a man  whose  mind  was  free 
from  every  paltry  prejudice,  most  eminent  in  his  profession, 
and  ever  anxious  for  truth,  had  a son  wlio  met  with  a serious 
injury  to  his  ankle-joint ; after  trying  all  that  he  could  to  re- 
lieve it,  lie  sent  him  to  Mr.  Grosvenor:  and  under  his  care, 
by  the  judicious  application  of  friction,  the  actions  of  the 
joint  were  completed  restored. 

Adhesive  I.nflammatiov. 

For  a knowledge  of  this,  we  are  indebted  to  that  bright  lu- 
minary of  our  profession,  the  late  Mr.  John  Hunter,  a man 
who  was  abused,  reviled,  and  lanched  at,  when  living,  by  the 
very  persons  who,  now  that  they  cannot  any  longer  injure 
him,  are  ever  loading  his  name  with  every  species  of  com- 
mendation and  praise. 

Adhesive  inflammation  is  the  process  by  which  divided 
parts  become  united. 

Inflammation  has  a dis|)osition  to  separate  the  blood  into 
more  parts  than  usually  occur  when  drawn  from  a person  in 
health.  In  health,  it  merely  separates  into  serum  and  red 
jiarticles  ; but,  when  in  a state  of  inflammation,  if,  after  being 
drawn,  it.  be  allowed  to  remain  undisturbed,  it  will  separate 
into  scrum,  red  particles,  and  fibrin.  The  red  particles, 
together  with  some  fibrin,  will  be  found  at  the  bottom  of  the 
vessel ; the  fibrin  immediately  on  the  top  of  the  red  particles, 
forming  what  is  called  the  buff  of  the  blood  ; and  the  scrum 
w'ill  occupy  the  surrounding  space.  The  fibrin,  having  lost 
the  red  particles,  contracts  with  great  firmness,  and  when 
taken  out  almost  resembles  a piece  of  leather.  It  has  been 
said,  that  the  adhesive  matter  is  albumen  ; but  it  has  been 
proved  not  to  be  so.  Doctor  Bostock,  who  was  for  ser'eral 
years  at  Guy’s  Hospital,  took  great  pains  to  investigate  its 
nature,  and  published  several  papers  on  the  subject  in  the 
iMedico-Chirurgical  Transactions : he  named  it  fibrin.  Mr. 
Hunter  called  it  coagulable  lymph  ; this  certainly  was  not  a 
good  term  to  be  applied  to  such  a substance,  for  lymph  is  ex- 
pre.ssive  of,  and  relates  to,  water  ; whereas,  fibrin  is  not  only 
a solid,  but  an  exceedingly  firm  one. 

Some  surfaces  of  the  body  are  serous,  while  others  are 
mucous.  The  cellular  membrane  is  one  of  the  former,  and 
usually  exhales  a fluid  somew'hat  resembling  serum,  but  con- 
taining much  less  albumen.  This  membrane  is  very  liable  to 
the  adhesive  inflammation.  The  vessels  that  usually  secrete 
the  fluid  just  mentioned,  when  the  part  is  inflamed,  pour  out 
fibrin,  wliich,  becoming  coagulated,  produces  the  hardness 
which  we  usually  find  in  inflamed  parts. 

The  peritoneum,  a membrane  which  doubly  encloses  the 
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intestines,  is  a serous  surface,  often  affected  by  the  adhesive 
iudammation,  which  occasions  the  two  surfaces  of  this  mem- 
brane to  be  firmly  glued  together. 

But  the  part  of  all  others  the  most  subject  to  this  kind  of 
inflammation  is  the  pleura,  and  we  scarcely  ever  open  a body 
without  finding  upon  its  surface  many  unnatural  adhesions. 

The  heart,  in  like  manner,  is  often  glued  to  the  pericardium, 
so  that  the  space  usually  found  between  the  two  portions  of 
membrane  is  obliterated. 

Thus,  then,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  serous  membranes 
readily  take  on  the  adhesive  inflammation,  by  whicli  they  be- 
come permanently  attached  to  each  other,  or  to  the  adjacent 
parts  ; this  is  a most  beautiful  and  wise  provision  of  nature, 
for  if  the  membraues  of  cavities,  such  as  the  pleura  and  peri- 
toneum, instead  of  the  adhesive,  were  to  receive  and  support 
the  suppurative  inflammation,  effusion  and  death  would  be  the 
inevitable  consequences. 

The  mucous  membranes,  as  the  urethra,  for  example,  are 
affected  by  the  suppurative  inflammation.  This  is  another  of 
nature’s  benevolent  and  wise  ordinances  ; for,  had  they  been 
subject  to  the  adhesive,  the  outlets  of  our  bodies  would  have 
become  closed,  and  life  destroyed.  Sometimes  where  inflam- 
mation of  a raucous  membrane  is  exceedingly  violent,  it  passes 
into  the  adhesive  inflammation,  glues  the  parts  together,  and, 
unless  relieved  by  an  operation,  would  end  in  the  destruction 
of  life.  I can  relate  to  you  an  example  of  this : there  was 
brought  to  me  from  Exeter  ’Change  a kangaroo  for  dissec- 
tion. His  bed  of  straw  had  caught  fire,  but  it  was  very  soon 
extinguished  ; and  the  proprietor,  knowing  that  he  had  not 
been  severely  burned,  was  at  a loss  to  account  for  his  death. 
Upon  examination,  his  bladder  was  filled  with  urine,  which 
was  retained  in  consequence  of  the  closure  of  the  urethra  by 
the  adhesive  inflammation  ; the  penis  having  been  severely 
injured  by  the  fire,  the  inflammation  which  followed  was 
violent,  and  passed  at  once  into  the  adhesive  form.  T’hus  you 
may  perceive  that  common  gonorrhoea  would  destroy  life,  if 
it  were  not  so  arranged  by  nature  that  mucous  membraues 
are  more  readily  influenced  by  the  sup|)urative  than  by  adhe- 
sive inflammation.  

LECTURE  VII. 

Apprarances  o.nder  Adhesive  Inflammation. 

When  an  incision  is  made  into  a part  affected  with  adhesive 
inflammation — into  the  cellular  membrane,  for  instance — a 
quantity  of  serum  is  found  effused  round  the  part,  and  in  the 
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part  itself  a yellow  and  semitransparent  substance,  having  the 
appearance  of  jelly,  though  widely  different  from  it  in  compo- 
sition. The  best  opportunity  that  you  can  have  of  witnessing 
the  adhesive  inflammation  is  on  the  skin  under  the  irritation 
of  a blister  ; the  blister  produces  the  same  effects  as  those  pro- 
duced in  the  operation  for  hydrocele.  Let  a blister  be  applied 
for  twenty-four  hours,  till  the  cuticle  is  raised  ; then  make  an 
indsion  into  the  vesicles,  and  a quantity  of  serum  will  escape. 
Here,  perliaps,  your  observation  may  terminate  ; but  examine 
the  surface,  and  you  will  find  on  it  a yellow  substance,  which 
will  exist  in  a greater  or  less  degree,  according  to  the  length 
of  time  the  blister  has  been  applied,  on  its  severity,  and  on  the 
irritability  of  the  skin  ; but,  generally  speaking,  under  the 
application  of  a blister,  adhesive  matter  is  thrown  out  as  under 
adhesive  inflammation. 

For  those  who  are  anxious  to  know  the  time  required  be- 
fore the  adhesive  inflammation  commences,  it  may  be  proper 
to  state,  that  it  is  different  according  to  the  structure  of  the 
part  and  nature  of  tlie  constitution.  In  the  cavity  of  the  ab- 
domen, the  intestines  will  be  glued  together  in  nineteen  hours 
after  the  adhesive  infiammation  has  begun.  Now  1 mention 
nineteen  hours  particularly,  because  I have  seen  it  produced 
after  that  time  in  cases  of  gun-shot  wounds.  It  may  be  in  the 
recollection  of  some  of  yon,  that  a Mr.  Blight  was  shot  by  a 
man  called  Patch,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Deptford  : the  ball 
traversed  the  abdomen.  I was  called  to  this  case,  and  Mr. 
Blight  died  in  nineteen  hours  after  he  had  received  the  injury. 
Here  I had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  what  I have  just  men- 
tioned ; the  intestines  were  glued  to  each  other,  and  to  the 
peritoneum  ; the  peritoneal  surface  had  quantities  of  adhesive 
matter  on  it,  and  was  firmly  united  to  the  surrounding  intes- 
tines. On  the  surface  of  wounds  the  process  of  adhesion  takes 
place  rapidly ; for  if  a piece  of  lint  be  applied  to  a newly- 
made  wound,  in  twelve  hours  it  will  be  glued  to  its  surface  ; 
in  a dog  the  adhesive  process  commences  in  six  hours. 

Adhesive  matter,  when  effused  on  a thin  membrane,  coagu- 
lates into  a net-work,  assuming  the  character  of  cellular 
membrane. 

When  adhesive  matter  has  been  formed,  blood-vessels  soon 
enter  it,  and  within  a short  time  it  becomes  organized  ; the 
vasa  vasorum  are  elongated  by  the  force  of  the  circulation  ; 
they  enter  the  newly-formed  substance,  and  send  throughout 
it  minute  ramifications.  On  cutting  into  adhesive  matter 
within  twenty-four  hours  after  it  has  been  deposited,  small 
bloody  spots  may  be  seen,  which  mark  the  future  situation  of 
the  vessels  which  nourish  it ; but  it  is  not  till  ten  days  after  it 
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has  been  formed  that  adhesive  matter  becomes  completely 
organized  ; for  you  will  find  that  a fine  injection  would  not 
enter  adhesive  matter  sooner  than  the  tenth  or  eleventh  day 
after  its  formation.  When  vessels  elongate  they  have  not  the 
character  of  arteries ; in  general  they  take  a serpentine  or 
tortuous  course. 

Some  thought,  at  one  time,  and  I believe  Mr  Hunter  was 
one  of  this  opinion,  that  the  vessels  originated  in  the  newly- 
formed  substance ; but  they  are  formed  by  the  elongation  of 
the  vasa  vasorum  of  the  surrounding  arteries,  which  become 
dilated,  lengthened,  and  serpentine  : and  the  degree  of  vascu- 
larity will  be  in  proportion  to  that  of  the  part  subjected  to 
the  adhesive  inflammation.  In  tendons,  for  instance,  it  will 
be  much  less  than  in  muscles. 

This  process  is  of  the  greatest  possible  consequence  in  sur- 
gery, It  ought,  therefore,  to  command  much  of  your  atten- 
tion ; and  it  will  be  unfortunate  for  you  if  you  do  not  under- 
.stand  it.  Without  this  process  no  operation  could  be  attended 
with  success ; its  absence,  even  after  bleeding,  would  destroy 
life.  Bear  this  principle  in  mind,  then,  gentlemen — always 
endeavour  to  eCect  union  by  adhesion. 

Suppose  you  were  called  to  a compound  fracture,  what 
would  you  do  ? Endeavour,  certainly,  by  bringing  the  parts 
together,  to  make  it  a simple  one.  Within  these  few  days 
you  have  had  an  opportunity  of  witnessing  the  fatal  conse- 
quences of  hemorrhage  in  a case  of  compound  fracture  ; if  the 
adhesive  process  had  taken  ))lace,  hemorrhage  would  have 
been  prevented,  constitutional  irritation  kept  off,  and  recovery, 
in  all  probability,  rendered  sure.  It  is  the  same  in  formidable 
operations  ; the  Caesarean  operation,  which  consists  in  making 
an  incision  in  the  course  of  the  linea  alba,  for  the  purpose  of 
extracting  a fetus  from  the  womb,  is  not  dangerous,  if  the 
adhesive  process  takes  place ; now  and  then,  from  hemorrhage 
and  exhaustion,  it  proves  serious  ; but  in  most  cases,  the 
danger  is  slight,  if  union  by  adhesion  be  procured.  To  ex- 
emplify this  by  the  operation  for  cataract : in  this  operation  a 
wound  is  made  in  the  eye— more  than  half  of  the  cornea  is 
cut ; if  the  adhesive  process  take  place  within  twelve  hours, 
the  flaps  begin  to  adhere,  and  in  twenty-four  they  are  con- 
solidated. Suppose,  on  the  contrary,  they  do  not— violent  in- 
flammation supervenes,  and  the  result  is  destruction  to  the 
eye  of  the  patient ; the  success  of  the  operation  depends  then, 
in  this  instance,  on  the  adhesive  process.  In  a person  who 
had  been  in  ill  health,  the  inflammation  might  be  too  weak, 
and  in  another  case  it  might  be  too  strong ; suppuration 
would  be  the  consequence  in  both  instances  ; the  same  effect 


44  ADHESIVE  INFLAMMATION — APPEARANCES. 


results  in  the  two  cases,  though  produced  by  very  different 
causes.  Again,  in  the  operation  for  strangulated  hernia,  an 
opening  is  made  into  the  hernial  sac,  which  communicates  with 
the  cavity  of  the  abdomen  ; and,  if  the  parts  are  not  afterwards 
united  by  the  adhesive  jjiocess,  the  patient  dies.  In  tlie  opera- 
tion for  aneurism,  it  is  adhesive  inflammation  which  saves  life ; 
a ligature  is  applied  to  the  artery,  a coagulum  of  blood  forms, 
the  adlie.sive  process  commences,  fibrin  is  poured  out,  and  the 
internal  coats  of  the  artery  are  glued  together;  but  for  this, 
when  the  ligature  gave  way,  hemorrhage  would  ensue.  In 
the  operation  for  the  radical  cure  of  hydrocele,  we  have  a 
beautiful  opportunity  of  witnessing  the  effects  of  adhesive  in- 
flammation. After  the  water  has  been  evacuated,  a stimulat- 
ing injection  being  thrown  into  the  cavity  excites  upon  its 
■»  sides  an  irritation;  inflammation  is  set  up,  adhesive  matter 
thrown  out,  the  internal  surface  of  the  cavity  generally  be- 
comes permanently  united,  and  thus  a radical  cure  is  effected. 

The  treatment  of  a stump  after  amputation  will  best  illus- 
trate this  subject.  In  amputating  a limb,  your  object  is  first 
to  preserve  sufficient  integuments,  and  not  muscles,  for  if  mus- 
cular fibres  are  preserved  with  the  integuments,  they  will  con- 
tract, and  retraction  of  the  skin  covering  the  stump  will  be  the 
result.  When  tlie  limb  has  lieen  removed,  you  will  apply 
ligatures  to  the  bleeding  vessels : now  I would  not  advise  you 
to  tie  every  small  vessel;  ligatures  on  the  principal  vessels 
are  quite  sufficient,  and  the  fewer  applied  the  better,  for 
though  it  is  desirable  to  prevent  disturbance  of  the  limb  after- 
wards, yet,  by  waiting  a short  time  after  the  operation,  the 
smaller  arteries  will  generally  stop. 

The  ligatures  themselves  should  be  small,  and  consist  of  fine 
silk,  for  nothing  is  so  bad  in  operations  as  the  application  of 
coarse  ligatures,  excepting  perhaps  in  cases  where  ossification 
of  the  arteries  has  taken  place,  when  it  would  be  justifiable  ; 
with  this  exception  only,  it  is  the  worst  possible  surgery  to  ap- 
ply thick  ligatures  to  arteries ; and  if  a surgeon  were  to  do  it, 
he  would  understand  nothing  of  his  profession*;  the  thinner 
the  ligatures  are,  then,  the  better. 

Now  there  are  two  reasons  why  thin  ligatures  are  prefer- 
able— 1st,  because  they  are  less  liable  to  escape ; 2d,  they  di- 
vide the  internal  coats  of  the  arteries  more  effectually  : when 
you  use  a very  fine  ligature,  the  internal  coats  will  be  com- 
pletely divided,  and  the  external  will  remain  entire.  My 
friend  Dr.  Jones  has  published  an  excellent  work  on  the  na- 
tural means  by  which  arteries  unite  in  cases  where  ligatures 
are  applied  ; and  first  he  states  the  fact  of  the  internal  coats 
of  the  artery  being  divided  by  the  application  of  fine  ligatures. 
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Thick  ligatures  also  prevent  the  wounds  from  he.aling  so  ra- 
pidly as  thin  ones.  After  the  vessels  have  been  secured,  the 
sponge  should  be  applied,  and  all  coagula  of  blood  removed, 
as  this  is  very  essential  to  the  union  of  the  part ; blood  is  not 
the  means  but  the  prevention  of  union  in  such  cases,  for  un- 
less it  be  taken  away,  the  adhesive  inflammation  will  not  go 
on.  'There  is  one  instance  in  which  blood  favours  the  process 
of  adhesion,  and  that  is  in  the  application  of  a ligature  on  an 
anery ; with  this  exception  only,  the  opinion  of  blood  favour- 
ing the  process  of  adhesion  is  to  be  banished  from  your  minds, 
for  there  are  but  two  modes  by  which  union  can  be  effected, 
viz.  by  adhesion,  and  by  granulation  ; therefore  remove  all 
clots  of  blood,  which  will  only  act  as  extraneous  bodies  and 
keep  up  irritation.  You  are  to  cut  off  one  end  of  the  ligature 
close  to  the  vessel,  and  let  the  other  hang  out  of  the  wound  : 
it  has  been  recommended  to  cut  off  both  ends  of  the  ligature 
close  to  the  vessel ; this  plan  has,  however,  been  already 
given  up. 

This  was  determined  by  IMr.  Hunter,  in  the  first  operation 
he  performed  for  aneurism  on  tlie  trunk  of  the  artery  above 
the  tumour,  instead  of  on  the  aneurism  itself ; for  in  that  in- 
stance he  cut  the  ligature  close  to  the  knot,  and  copious  sup- 
puration afterwards  took  place.  Ligatures  can  only  he  re- 
moved from  the  vessels  by  suppuration  or  absorption  (in  the 
latter  case  they  must  be  first  dissolved  and  then  removed  by 
the  absorbents)  ; and  conceiving  that  if  a ligature,  composed 
of  a substance  easily  soluble,  were  applied  to  a vessel,  and  cut 
close  to  the  knot,  it  might  be  dissolved,  and  then  absorbed,  I 
applied  a catgut  one  to  the  femoral  artery  of  an  old  man, 
whom  I operated  on  for  popliteal  aneurism,  and  cut  it  close 
to  the  vessel ; this  case  turned  out  well,  for  adhesion  followed 
and  suppuration  did  not  ensue.  Although  successful  here,  I 
have  tried  it  in  several  cases  since,  and  have  failed  in  all,  sup- 
puration always  coming  on  afterwards.  I applied  a silk  liga- 
ture to  the  carotid  of  a dog  on  one  side,  and  a catgut  one  to 
the  carotid  on  the  opposite  side : upon  killing  the  dog  some 
days  afterwards,  I found  the  second  ligature  (catgut)  buried 
in  a cyst,  and  that  the  first  advanced  by  the  process  of  ulcera- 
tion to  the  side  of  the  larynx.  Experiment  and  observation 
show,  then,  that  it  is  better  to  cut  one  end  of  the  ligature  off, 
and  to  leave  the  other  hanging  from  the  mouth  of  the  wound, 
to  be  removed  when  the  ulcerative  process  is  completed, 
which  is  from  ten  to  fourteen  days.  Dr.  Veitch,  1 believe, 
first  advised  the  removal  of  half  the  ligature. 

After  amputation,  having  disposed  your  ligatures  in  a line 
with  each  other,  and  leaving  them  to  hang  out  at  the  most  dc- 
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pending  part  of  the  wound,  you  will,  if  the  limb  be  removed 
above  the  elbow  or  knee,  apply  a bandage,  to  i)revent  retrac- 
tion of  the  muscles  and  extensive  suppuration.  I have  seldom 
succeeded  with  my  stumps  above  the  knee  when  I have  not 
used  a roller;  it  is  better  to  apply  a roller  in  such  cases,  for 
the  muscles  will  then  be  glued  together,  and  form  one  conso- 
lidated mass.  Having  applied  a roller,  and  brought  the  inte- 
guments together,  1 merely  put  three  strips  of  adhesive  plas- 
ter over  the  wound,  and  one  round  the  stump,  to  keep  the 
ends  of  the  plaster  in  their  place.  It  is  curious  to  see  the  dif- 
ference hetween  the  mode  of  dressing  stumps  now,  and  that 
adopted  a few  years  ago;  the  old  practice  was,  after  the  adhe- 
sive plaster  had  been  applied,  to  put  some  lint,  then  plaster 
again,  after  that  tow,  and,  lastly,  over  the  whole,  a cap  of 
flannel.  If  a surgeon  were  to  do  this  now,  he  would  be  laughed 
out  of  tlie  operating  theatre,  and  very  deservedly  too,  because 
he  would  ])revent  the  success  of  the  adhesive  process  by  un- 
duly heating  the  limb.  All  that  is  necessai^  to  do,  is  to  apply 
three  strips  of  adhesive  plaster  over  the  wound,  and  one  cir- 
cular piece  ; if  the  weather  he  hot,  to  apply  the  spirit  of  wine 
and  water  lotion,  and  if  it  it  be  cool  to  keep  the  limb  quiet. 
The  object  is  to  keep  down  the  inflammation  to  the  adhesive 
stage  : if  it  goes  beyond  this,  suppuration  will  be  the  result. 

The  last  circumstance  necessary  to  mention,  is  the  impro- 
priety of  dressing  the  stump  too  early  ; a person  anxious  to 
see  whether  a union  has  taken  place,  removes  the  plasters  in 
two  or  three  days : he  who  does  this  overlooks  tlie  object 
in  view,  and  must  be  shocked,  when  he  looks  at  the  stump, 
to  see,  that  by  the  early  removal  of  the  plasters,  he  has  de- 
stroyed all  that  nature  had  done.  All  you  ought  to  do  is,  in 
four  days  after  the  operation,  to  remove  one  strip  of  plaster, 
for  the  purpose  of  letting  out  any  matter  which  might  have 
collected.  In  six  or  eight  days  after  the  operation,  it  wilLbe 
proper  to  dress  the  stump ; but  to  do  it  before  would  be 
absurd. 

The  treatment  which  is  applicable  to  stumps  is  proper  also 
for  common  wounds. 

The  adhesive  process  is  useful  in  the  formation  of  cysts. 
Balls  encysted  have  been  known  to  remain  in  the  body  for 
many  years.  Morgagni,  if  I recollect  aright,  mentions  a case 
where  a ball  lodged  in  a cyst  in  the  lungs  for  a considerable 
space  of  time.  If  the  ball  be  not  encysted,  it  travels,  and  ab- 
sor|)tion  of  the  parts  through  which  it  passes  takes  place.  A 
few  days  ago,  a getitleman  called  on  me,  who  had  formerly 
leceived  a wound  above  the  zygomatic  arch  from  a hall ; he 
now  had  a swelling  on  the  side  of  his  face.  I asked  him  whe- 
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ther  he  thought  it  contained  the  ball ; to  which  he  replied, 
no:  upon  cutting  on  it,  however,  I found  it  was  the  ball  by 
which  he  had  been  wounded  some  years  before.  It  had  tra- 
velled beneath  the  zygoma  to  the  middle  of  the  cheek,  on  the 
surface  of  the  parotid  gland,  from  whence  I removed  it.  Per- 
haps it  was  assisted  in  its  course  by  the  action  of  the  temporal 
muscle.  1 saw  a boy,  who  had  been  attending  a target  at 
which  some  volunteers  had  been  firing  : he  thought  himself 
safe  at  a distance  of  thirteen  yards  ; he  was  mistaken,  how- 
ever, for  one  of  them  shot  him  in  the  collar-bone.  Some 
mouths  after,  he  came  to  Guy’s  Hospital,  and  I removed  the 
ball  from  about  the  middle  of  the  upper  arm.  Thus  the  ball, 
by  its  weight  and  pressure,  had  occasioned  suppuration  and 
ulceration,  which  had  enabled  it  to  travel  to  the  situation 
from  whence  I exti'acted  it. 

Another  very  important  use  of  adhesive  infiammation  is 
that  of  its  dividing  cavities  into  distinct  parts,  by  which  means 
it  fixes  a boundary  to  the  suppurative  process  ; thus  it  will 
divide  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen  into  two,  by  throwing  out 
adhesive  matter  on  the  surface  of  the  colon,  by  which  it  be- 
comes glued  to  the  peritoneum.  In  abscesses,  a cyst  is  formed 
by  the  adhesive  process  round  the  matter,  which  prevents  ite 
escape  into  the  surrounding  cellular  tissue. 

The  advantage  of  adhesive  inflammation  is  admirably  shown 
in  wounds  of  the  joints.  Immediately  on  the  knee  joint  being 
opened,  the  synovia  escapes,  the  person  feels  faint,  looks  pale, 
and  the  constitution  appears  to  have  received  a severe  shock. 
The  wound  endangers  the  loss  of  the  limb  and  the  patient’s 
life,  if  bad  treatment  be  adopted.  If  a poultice  be  applied  to 
such  a wound,  or  fomentations  used,  a suppui'ative  inflamma- 
tion will  take  place  on  the  synovial  surfaces  ; the  cartilages 
become  absorbed,  and  the  bones  ulcerated  ; a profuse  discharge 
ensues,  the  constitution  becomes  extremely  irritated  ; chills, 
succeeded  by  burning  heat  and  profuse  perspirations,  fre- 
quently follow  each  other,  and  a person,  just  before  in  good 
health,  is  precipitated  into  a state  of  extreme  debility.  Some'- 
times  tiie  joint,  after  weeks,  or  even  months  have  elapsed, 
gradually  heals  by  gianiilation,  with  its  motion  either  entirely 
gone  or  greatly  impeded. 

If,  on  the  contrary,  the  practitioner  brings  the  edges  of  the 
wound  immediately  together,  and  attempts  union  by  the  first 
intention,  the  patient  generally  escapes  from  local  or  consti- 
tutional irritation.  The  edges  of  the  wound  should  be  brought 
together  by  a fine  suture — a ])lan,  to  which  some  surgeons 
ol>jcct;  but  when  the  wound  is  direct  into  the  joint,  it  affords 
an  additional  si  curity  to  the  patient,  as  the  escape  of  the  sy- 
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noviahas  a constant  tendency  to  prevent  adhesion,  and  to  se- 
parate the  plaster.  The  suture  should  penetrate  the  skin,  the 
ligament  being  carefully  avoided.  A piece  of  lint  wetted  in 
the  patient’s  blood  is  to  be  put  over  tlie  wound,  and  over  this 
strips  of  adhesive  plaster.  Linen  cloth.s  are  to  be  laid  over 
these,  and  kept  con.stantly  wet  with  the  liq.  plumb,  acet., 
and  spirit  vini ; a splint  is  to  be  placed  behind  the  joint,  to 
secure  perfect  rest. 

In  the  operation  for  hare-lip,  it  is  by  the  adhesive  inflam- 
mation tlie  wound  becomes  united,  and  the  deformity  re- 
moved. 

The  effusion  of  adhesive  matter,  by  unloading  the  vessels  of 
the  part,  has  tlie  effect  of  reducing  the  inflammation,  so  that 
the  process  genei’blly  terminates  as  soon  as  this  effect  is  pro- 
duced. 


LECTURE  VUI. 

On  Suppuration. 

Suppuration  is  the  formation  of  purulent  matter  from  the 
secreting  orifices  of  the  blood-vessels,  which  matter  is  named 
pus. 

It  is  formed  in  cavities  produced  in  the  body  by  a proce.ss 
of  absorption,  as  in  abscesses  ; it  is  found  also  as  a secreted 
fluid  on  the  surfaces  of  membranes,  or  upon  granulating  sur- 
faces. 

The  formation  of  matter  is  often  attended  with  severe  con- 
stitutional irritation  ; there  arc  rigors  succeeded  by  heat. 
When,  therefore,  you  see  a person  who  has  had  severe  in- 
flammation, and  you  wish  to  know  if  suppuration  has  taken 
place,  you  ask  him  if  he  has  had  a cold  shivering  ; for  this  is 
generally  the  forerunner  of  the  purulent  secretion.  If  the  in- 
flammation he  extensive,  or  seated  in  any  vital  organ,  the  con- 
stitutional disturbance  will  be  very  great,  and  the  shivering, 
which  indicates  the  formation  of  matter,  will  be  very  severe, 
and  followed  by  a powerful  re-action.  Whilst  the  rigor  con- 
tinues, the  blood  collects  about  the  larger  vessels  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  heart,  and  in  the  heart  itself ; at  length  this 
organ  becomes  stimulated  to  action,  and  sends  the  blood  with 
considerable  force  to  all  parts  of  the  body,  but  more  particu- 
larly to  that  part  where  pus  is  about  to  be  secreted.  A rigor, 
therefore,  is  merely  a constitutional  effort  towards  accom- 
plishing the  object  that  nature  has  in  view.  When  pus  is 
easily  produced,  as  upon  mucous  surfaces,  there  is  no  rigor 
whatever. 
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When  there  is  an  attempt  to  produce  matter  there  is  an  un- 
usual sensation  of  uneasiness  in  the  part,  together  with  a 
blush  on  the  skin,  easily  recognized,  by  those  acquainted  with 
the  subject,  as  a sure  indication  that  pus  either  has,  or  is 
about  to  be  formed.  In  the  adhesive  inflammation,  the  pain 
is  au  acute  thrilling  one  ; but  here  it  is  more  dull,  and  is  like- 
wise pulsatory  or  throbbing.  As  this  continues,  the  tumour 
becomes  soft  in  the  middle,  but  remains  hard  at  the  sides  ; 
the  centre  of  the  swelling  points,  as  it  is  termed ; and,  upon 
pressing  the  part  at  this  period,  fluctuation  will  be  evident. 

The  next  thing  to  be  observed,  is  an  effusion  of  serum 
beneath  the  cuticle,  which  separates  it  from  the  cutis  ; it  be- 
comes gradually  distended,  and  then  bursts,  leaving  the  cutis 
exposed.  Ulceration  sometimes  takes  place  on  the  surface  of 
the  skin,  whilst  the  same  process  is  going  ou  internally,  so  as 
to  facilitate  the  discharge  of  the  matter;  generally  speaking, 
however,  the  ulcerative  process  is  continued  entirely  from 
within.^  These  are  the  common  appearances  produced  by 
the  process  of  suppurative  inflammation.  Pus  is  generally 
formed  in  from  seven  to  fourteen  days  ; but  the  time  required 
for  this  process  will  very  much  depend  on  tlie  constitution  of 
the  patient,  and  the  structure  of  the  part  in  which  the  inflam- 
mation is  seated. 

Some  parts  more  readily  run  into  the  adhesive,  others  into 
the  suppurative  inflammation  ; the  pleura,  pericardium,  peri- 
toneum, &c.,  are  subject  to  the  former  ; while  the  urethra, 
vagiua,  lachrymal  duct,  trachea,  bronchia,  nasal  passages, 
&c.,  are  liable  to  the  latter : serous  surfaces,  therefore,  are 
affected  by  the  adhesive  inflammation,  and  mucous  surfaces 
by  the  suppurative.  The  reason  why  the  inflammation  af- 
fecting the  two  structures  produces  different  results  appears 
to  be  this  : the  vessels  of  serous  surfaces  are  too  small  to  per- 
mit the  transmission  of  the  particles  which  pus  contains  ; but 
when  the  inflammation  becomes  violent  or  long  continued, 
then  the  vessels  dilate,  and  purulent  matter  is  formed,  even 
on  serous  surfaces.  Some  experiments  have  been  made, 
which  tend  to  prove  that  this  theory  is  correct ; for  it  has 
been  found  that  injections  which  are  sufficiently  fine  to  pass 
freely  into  the  vessels  of  mucous  surfaces,  will  not  penetrate 
in  the  slightest  degree  into  the  vessels  of  serous  surfaces.  1 
shall  presently  explain  this  to  you  more  particularly. 

In  one  of  the  preceding  lectures,  it  was  mentioned,  that 
dangerous  consequences  sometimes  arose  from  passing  bou- 
gies in  very  irritable  habits  ; the  danger  in  these  cases  depends 
upon  the  formation  of  the  adhesive  inflammation,  instead  of 
the  suppurative.  The  duct  or  canal  leading  from  tlie  inner 
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angle  of  tlie  eye,  and  which  conveys  the  tears  into  the  nose, 
is  mucous,  and,  therefore,  when  inflamed,  usually  suppurates; 
consequently  is  only  obstructed  for  a short  period  ; and  even 
this  obstruction  can  be  relieved  at  intervals,  by  pressing  the 
finger  upon  the  skin  immediately  under  the  corner  of  the  eye, 
by  the  side  of  the  nose,  by  which  means  the  collected  matter 
will  be  forced  out  at  tlie  puncta  situated  in  under  the  eye-lid. 
Should  the  inflammation,  however,  be  of  the  adhesive  kind, 
then  an  obstruction  will  be  formed  that  can  only  be  relieved 
by  an  operation.  This  complaint  is  named  fistula  lachryma- 
lis.  The  tears  now  pass  over  tlie  cheek,  and  not  into  the  nose, 
because  adhesive  matter  has  glued  the  sides  of  the  tube  toge- 
ther. The  operation  for  the  sure  of  this  is  simple,  and  will 
be  explained  to  you  hereafter. 

'I'lie  membrane  covering  the  internal  surface  of  the  trachea 
is  mucous,  and,  therefore,  when  inflamed,  usually  suppurates  ; 
but  in  croup  large  quantities  of  adhesive  matter  are  thrown 
out,  so  as  very  frequently  to  occasion  death.  The  coagulable 
matter  adheres  so  firmly,  that  it  cannot  be  disengaged  by  the 
ordinary  efforts  of  expectoration;  at  last,  from  its  increase,  it 
fills  the  trachea,  and  suffocation  is  of  course  the  result.  Na- 
ture has,  as  we  before  remarked,  wisely  ordained,  that  the 
various  outlets  of  the  body  should  commonly  be  liable  to  the 
sui)purative  inflammation  ; and  if  this  were  not  the  case,  life 
would  be  very  much  shortened  indeed. 

Arteries  and  veins,  when  inflamed,  generally  pass  into  the 
adhesive,  inflammation.  It  occasionally  happens,  however, 
that  their  inner  coats  suppurate : and  1 have  more  than  once 
known  persons  die  from  the  irritation  thus  excited. 

Case. — A man  in  Guy’s  Hospital  had  a leg  removed.  In  a 
day  or  two  he  became  delirious,  and  shortly  after  died.  When 
examined,  no  particular  disease  in  his  body  was  found  ; but 
the  suppurative  process  had  been  set  up  in  the  arteries,  and 
this  caused  the  fatal  catastrophe.  Similar  events  would  follow 
the  operations  for  aneurism,  if  the  adhesive  inflammation  did 
not  supervene,  instead  of  the  suppurative  ; for  matter  would 
form  above  the  ligature,  and,  mixing  with  the  blood,  would 
destroy  life.  Suppurative  inflammation  of  the  veins  has  often 
been  known  to  come  on  after  bleeding,  and  occasion  death. 
Upon  dissection,  in  these  cases,  matter  has  been  found  in  the 
heart,  mixed  with  the  blood. 

Wounds  made  into  joints  are  always  dangerous ; this  has 
been  said  to  arise  from  the  admission  of  air.  No  name  can  be 
given  to  such  a declaration  but  ignorant  nonsense ; for  air 
has  no  power  whatever  of  producing  inflammation  itt  these 
cavities,  and  he  who  says  otherwise  know's  nothing  about  it ; 
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the  synovial  membrane  lining  joints  is  a mucous  membrane, 
and,  therefore,  quickly  passes  into  the  suppurative  inflamma- 
tion, which  circumstance  renders  an  injury  done  to  these  parts 
exceedingly  difficult  to  cure;  besides,  the  internal  surfaces  of 
joints  are  much  more  extensive  than  you  would  imagine;  you 
would  be  astonished,  if  you  saw  the  internal  surface  of  the 
knee-joint  spread  out  on  this  table.  Joints  are  also  composed 
of  materials  having  in  themselves  very  little  restorative  power, 
being  formed  of  ligament,  cartilage,  and  bone,  parts  that  soon 
inflame,  suppurate,  and  become  absorbed.  Whenever,  there- 
fore, you  are  called  to  accidents  of  joints,  and  where  openings 
have  been  made  into  them,  these  you  should  endeavour  to 
close  as  speedily  as  possible.  Likewise,  when  yow  have  to  re- 
move from  these  cavities  extraneous  bodies,  you  should  draw 
the  skin  forcibly  on  one  side,  and  then  eut  through  it  down 
upon  the  substance.  If  the  operation  be  performed  in  this 
manner,  the  skin  being  left  to  itself  will  return  to  its  natural 
situation  ; consequently  the  cut  in  the  integuments  and  that 
in  the  capsular  ligament  will  not  be  opposite  each  other,  and 
union  by  the  first  intention  will  be  much  more  likely  to  ensue. 

In  the  treatment  of  wounds  of  the  theem  as  much  caution  is 
necessary  as  in  those  of  the  joints — their  structure,  in  fact, 
nearly  resembles  the  capsular  ligament  and  synovial  mem- 
brane : an  injury  here  causes,  in  a very  short  time,  great  pain 
and  inflammation,  and  much  constitulional  irritation  and  fever. 
If  matter  form,  it  becomes  deposited,  or  locked  up,  as  it  were, 
in  a tendinous  hag  ; and  so  great  is  the  irritation  which  it 
sometimes  occasions,  that  it  has  been  known  to  destroy  life 
in  sixty  hours. 

Case. — A young  gentleman  from  the  West  Indies,  of  great 
professional  merit,  of  the  name  of  Alcock,  informed  me  one 
Monday  night,  after  a surgical  lecture,  that  he  had,  in  the 
course  of  that  day,  punctured  the  theca  in  some  part  of  his 
hand — as  he  was  living  at  the  time  in  the  house  of  the  late 
Dr.  Haighton,  I advised  him  to  show  it  to  the  Doctor  (who 
was  an  exceedingly  clever  man)  ; he  did  so  ; — on  the  follow- 
ing day  he  suffered  greatly  from  constitutional  irritation,  and 
on  the  Wednesday  morning  died  : his  system  was  certainly  a 
very  irritable  one,  and  that  accounts,  in  a great  measure,  for 
so  speedy  a dissolution.  When,  therefore,  you  suspect  matter 
to  have  formed  in  these  parts,  let  the  quantity  be  ever  so  small, 
you  ought  to  discharge  it.  It  is  surrounded  by  a structure 
through  which,  without  assistance,  it  cannot  pass  ; therefore 
nature  re(|uires  your  assistance.  At  the  commencement  of 
inflammation  in  these  injuries,  your  treatment  should  he 
prompt — apply  leeches  and  lotions,  and  give  your  patient 
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calomel  and  opium — these  measures,  judiciously  used,  will 
often  check  the  progress  of  the  disease,  and  in  a short  time 
completely  remove  it. 

Formerly  it  was  the  opinion  that  matter  was  produced  by 
a dissolution  of  the  solids ; but  this  opinion  is  now  exploded, 
for  we  have  numerous  facts  to  prove  that  it  is  not  true ; in  the 
urethra,  for  example,  you  all  know  that  matter  will  be  formed 
on  its  surface  for  months  ; and  is  the  urethra  destroyed  by  it  ? 
No,  but,  on  the  contrary,  is  thicker  than  it  was  before  the 
discharge  existed  ; and,  upon  examination  of  this  ])art  after 
death,  no  ulcers  have  been  discovered,  even  if  the  matter  had 
been  flowing  for  months:  the  ancients  thought  that  gonor- 
rhoea arose  from  ulceration  of  the  urethra  ; this  opinion,  there- 
fore, is  also  found^to  be  wrong.  Again,  in  large  cavities,  such 
as  the  chest  and  abdomen,  an  immense  quantity  of  matter  may 
be  secreted,  and  yet,  after  death,  no  erosion  of  the  solids  will 
he  discoverable ; but  the  membranes  lining  their  cavities, 
namely,  the  pleura  and  peritoneum,  will  be  found  very  mate- 
rially thickened.  I remember,  when  there  was  a very  warm 
discussion  on  this  subject ; the  disputants  used  to  put  pieces 
of  raw  meat  u|)on  the  surfaces  of  ulcers,  and  after  suffering 
them  to  remain  for  some  time,  would  then  carefully  weigh 
them  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  quantity  of  substance 
lost. 

Pus  is  not  a fluid  produced  by  the  dissolution  of  the  solids  ; 
it  is  secreted  from  the  blood-vessels,  but  not  until  they  have 
been  acted  upon  by  inflammation.  The  effects  produced  by 
the  application  of  a blister  exemplify  this  ; when  the  cuticle 
is  raised,  first  scrum  and  fibrin  are  thrown  out ; remove  the 
cuticle  and  apply  upon  the  raw  skin  a piece  of  glass  ; at  first 
no  matter  is  to  be  seen,  but  in  a few  minutes  you  will  observe 
it  collect  and  adhere  to  the  under  side  of  the  glass ; bile, 
urine,  and,  in  fact,  all  the  fluids,  are  secreted  from  the  blood, 
but  in  each  instance  the  action  of  the  vessels  is  different. 

Pus  is  composed  of  serum,  and  particles  swimming  in  that 
serum  ; there  may  be  also,  a little  coagulable  matter  in  the 
serum  ; this,  however,  is  hypothesis  ; that  fibrin  is  poured  out 
from  the  vessels  in  adhesive  inflammation  is  not  hypothesis, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  a w'ell-ascertaiued  fact.  The  globules 
of  pus  are  the  same  as  the  globules  of  the  blood,  but  the  action 
of  the  vessels  appears  to  take  away  their  colour  ; their  form  is 
the  same  ; size  tlie  same  : these  globules  also  resemble  those 
that  are  contained  in  mucus. 

Pus,  when  healthy,  is  a bland  flnick,  and  will  not  irritate 
the  parts  that  produce  it.  If  poured  into  water,  it  sinks, 
because  its  specific  gravity  is  greater  than  tliat  of  water.  It 


ON  SUPPURATION. 


53 


appears  to  be  composed  of  the  constitutcnt  parts  of  the  blood, 
slightly  changed  in  their  character  by  inflammation.  Healthy 
pus,  I say,  does  not  irritate  parts ; but  surgeons  formerly 
thought  otherwise,  and  therefore  used  to  cover  the  surfaces  of 
wounds  with  sponge,  for  the  purpose  of  sucking  up  the  matter 
as  fast  as  it  was  generated.  When,  however,  pus  is  unhealthy, 
having  mixed  with  it  too  large  a portion  of  serum,  or  when 
bloody,  then  in  passing  over  the  skin  it  will  irritate  and  occa- 
sion excoriation. 

This  matter  does  not  appear  prone  to  putrefaction,  in  the 
healthy  constitution,  but  in  some  persons  it  will,  in  a very 
short  time,  become  inconceivably  putrid  and  fetid. 

Case. — A butcher,  when  getting  out  of  a hay-loft,  missed 
his  footing,  and  in  trying  to  save  himself  from  a fall,  had  the 
misfortune  to  hitch  his  hand  upon  a hook,  upon  which  the 
poor  fellow  hung  like  one  of  his  own  sheep.  Eight  days  after 
the  accident,  he  was  brought  to  Guy’s  Hospital ; the  next  day 
his  hand  was  opened,  and  the  matter  discharged  was  most 
horribly  offensive  ; on  the  following  day  he  died.  Whenever 
the  matter  of  an  abscess  becomes  offensive,  you  should  regard 
it  as  a bad  symptom  ; — such  cases  are  troublesome,  and  often 
terminate  fatally. 

When  matter  of  a poisonous  kind,  the  result  of  a specific 
inflammation  is  applied  to  the  surface  of  the  body,  it  irritates, 
occasions  inflammation  and  supi)uration,  and  this  newly- 
formed  matter  is  of  exactly  the  same  description  as  that  which 
produced  it;  at  least  the  poisonous  quality  is  retained  undi- 
rainished  in  virulence.  This  is  illustrated  by  the  discharge  of 
gonorhoea,  chancre,  small-pox,  &c.  To  enumerate  all  the 
instances  w'ould  fatigue  you. 

But  these  instances  must  be  considered  as  additional  argu- 
ments in  favour  of  pus  being  a secretion. 

Suppuration  is  not  without  is  advantages  : in  two  points  of 
view  it  is  very  important. 

1st.  By  forming  a covering  to  granulating  surfaces,  thereby 
preventing  the  granulations  from  becoming  dry  through  the 
influence  of  the  air;  for,  if  they  were  not  kept  moist  they 
could  not  push  forward.  2dly.  The  suppurative  process  is 
the  means  resorted  to  by  nature  for  effecting  the  escape  of 
extraneous  bodies  : thus  a ball,  by  its  pressure,  giv'es  rise  to 
suppuration,  and  ultimately  is  discharged,  excepting  in  such 
ca.ses  as  we  have  before  described,  where  it  remains  encased 
by  adhesive  matter. 

Some  wounds  are  very  troublesome,  and,  do  what  we  will, 
we  cannot  get  them  to  heal.  Now  and  then  it  happens,  if 
you  discontinue  your  dressings  to  such  sores,  and  let  their  sur- 
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faces  remain  exposed  to  the  air,  incrustations  or  scabs  will 
for  11 ; under  these  pus  will  be  secreted,  which,  by  keeping  the 
granulations  constantly  moist,  will  often  cause  ulcers  of  this 
description  to  heal,  when  all  artificial  attempts  have  been  com- 
pletely unsuccessful. 

When  the  constitution  has  been  long  accustomed  to  a dis- 
charge from  an  ulcer,  sonic  caution  is  requisite  when  healing 
it ; for,  if  done  too  suddenly,  hectic  or  apoplectic  symptoms 
are  very  apt  to  supervene.  Ancient  surgeons  observed  these  ; 
to  obviate  which  they  were  in  the  habit  of  making  issues  in 
other  parts  of  the  body  at  the  time  of  healing  old  sores. 
Quantities  of  matter,  constantly  discharging  for  a coiisider- 
abie  period,  inevitably  act  on  the  constitution  as  sources  of 
depletion  ; and  which,  if  suddenly  discontinued,  we  may 
reasonably  imagine  would  produce  the  symptoms  before  stated. 
There  is  no  necessity,  however,  for  issues  to  prevent  them,  as 
jmrgative  medicines  will  answer  much  better,  and  speedily 
carry  from  the  system,  by  a natural  channel,  any  increase  of 
its  fluids.  Mr.  Wilson,  formerly  a lecturer  on  anatomy  in 
this  town,  in  his  younger  days  was  for  a long  while  annoyed 
by  a spitting  of  blood,  which  threatened  him  with  an  attack  of 
pulmonary  consumption  ; at  length  an  ulcer  formed  upon  his 
arm,  and  shortly  after  the  bleeding  from  the  lungs  ceased. 
The  sore  was  an  exceedingly  obstinate  one,  and  resisted  for  a 
great  length  of  time  all  attempts  that  were  made  to  close  it ; 
at  last,  however,  it  was  accomplished,  upon  which  the  bleed- 
ing from  the  lungs  once  moi-e  returned. 

A long-continued  discharge  from  a blister  has,  upon  being 
too  suddenly  checked,  produced  oppression  of  the  brain. 

Suppuration  is  best  promoted  by  the  application  of  heat  and 
moisture.  

LECTURE  IX. 


On  Ulceration. 

Ulceration  is  the  absorption  of  any  constituent  part  of  the 
body.  1 have  already  endeavoured  to  explain  to  you,  that 
under  the  increased  action  of  the  vessels  which  accompanies 
inflammation,  an  increased  deposit  takes  place  from  the  arte- 
ries ; also,  that  this  deposit  is  according  to  the  stage  of  the 
inflammation,  and  the  part  which  the  inflammation  attacks  ; 
that  the  inflammation  is  either  adhesive  or  suppurative,  and 
that  it  ends  in  the  one  state  in  the  immediate  production  of 
the  process  of  adhesion,  and  in  the  other  in  the  effusion  of 
a quantity  of  purulent  matter  from  the  extremities  of  the 
vessels. 
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But  inflammation  has  not  only  an  influence  on  the  arteries  ; 
it  has  also  an  effect  on  the  absorbent  vessels  which  are  thrown 
into  a state  of  inordinate  action,  whenever  any  considerable 
quantity  of  blood  is  thrown  upon  them.  There  is  a natural 
balance  between  the  action  of  the  arteries  and  the  absorbent 
vessels.  In  a state  of  health,  and  at  the  adult  period  of  life, 
the  portion  of  matter  deposited  by  the  arteries,  and  the  portion 
taken  into  the  system  by  the  absorbent  vessels,  are,  as  nearly 
as  possible,  balanced.  In  youth  a greater  quantity  is  poured 
out  by  the  arteries  than  the  absorbents  remove  ; but  in  age  a 
smaller  quantity  is  deposited  than  absorption  is  taking  away. 
You  find,  therefore,  that  the  balance  is  destroyed  in  a different 
manner  at  different  periods  of  life;  but  when  a considerable 
and  inordinate  absorption  takes  place  of  some  part  of  the  body, 
tliat  absorption  i.s  denominated  ulceration. 

It  was  formerly  thought,  that  it  was  necessary  to  the 
ulcerative  process,  that  matter  should  be  formed ; hut  this 
is  not  the  case,  as  ulceration  often  occurs  without  being 
accompanied  by  any  purulent  secretion.  The  formation  of 
matter,  therefore,  is  not  necessary  to  the  process  of  ulcera- 
tion. The  great  cause  of  ulceration  is  inflammation  united 
with  pressure.  If  the  inflammation  be  considerable,  and 
the  pressure  but  slight,  ulceration  will  be  produced  ; and  if 
the  pressure  be  very  considerable,  and  the  inflammation  but 
slight,  still  there  will  be  ulceration.  As  a proof,  both  that 
pressure  is  the  cause  of  ulceration,  and  that  ulceration  is  not 
necessarily  accompanied  with  the  formation  of  matter,  I will 
give  you  the  example  of  aneurism.  Here  is  a specimen  on  the 
table  of  a large  aneurism  of  the  aorta,  just  above  the  heart, 
into  which  you  may  pass  your  hand  in  the  hole  produced  by 
the  ulceration  of  part  of  the  ribs  and  sternum ; those  parts 
having  been  absorbed  by  the  pressure  of  the  aneurismal  sac, 
producing  an  increased  action  of  the  absorbent  vessels.  Here 
the  pressure  is  exceedingly  great ; but  the  degree  of  inflam- 
mation is  very  slight.  In  the  same  manner  we  see  an  aneu- 
rism of  the  aorta  on  the  fore  part  of  the  spine,  producing  ab- 
sorption of  the  vertebrae,  by  the  pressure  of  the  aneurismal 
bag,  though  no  matter  is  effused,  the  ulceration  being  pro- 
duced by  the  pressure  arising  from  slight  inflammation,  unac- 
companied by  any  secretion  of  matter.  From  these  facts,  we 
are  led  to  conclude  that  the  formation  of  matter  is  not  neces- 
sary to  the  ulcerative  process ; and  that  it  only  happens  on 
exposed  surfaces  of  the  body,  where  it  is  necessary  for  the 
protection  of  sores,  by  covering  the  granulations. 

The  constitutional  symptoms  of  ulceration  are  slight.  In 
general,  a degree  of  fever  attends  it,  but  it  is  very  slight.  The 


56 


ON  ULCERATION. 


pulse  is  under  100,  and  at  the  same  time  small ; we  do  not 
tind  any  considerable  excitement  of  the  constitution,  and  the 
fever  is  rather  of  the  hectic  or  chronic  kind,  than  sudden  or 
violent  in  its  attack.  It  continues  sometimes  for  several  days. 
The  pain  attending  ulceration  is  not  very  considerable ; if  yon 
ask  the  patient,  he  will  tell  you  that  it  is  of  a gnawing  kind, 
as  if  there  were  insects  about  the  part.  We  may  conclude 
therefore,  that  the  irritation  attending  ulceration  is  but' slight, 
and  the  pain  not  considerable.  With  respect  to  the  appearance 
of  the  ulcerated  |)art,  it  looks  as  if  it  were  worm-eaten  ; the 
surface  is  rough,  and  very  irregular. 

Sometimes  a very  considerable  portion  of  the  body  is  re- 
moved by  ulceration.  Here  is  an  example  of  an  ulcerated 
tibia  on  the  table.'  See  to  what  an  extent  ulceration  has  re- 
moved not  only  the  cancellated  structure  of  the  bone,  but  the 
shell  in  which  that  structure  is  contained.  Here  is  another 
example  in  which  a great  part  of  the  tibia  has  been  removed  ; 
the  ulceration  has  extended  six  or  seven  inches,  so  that  little 
more  than  the  fibula  of  the  leg  remains  : such  is  the  power  of 
the  absorbent  vessels,  of  feeding,  as  it  were,  upon  themselves. 

The  ulcerative  process  is  sometimes  extremely  rapid  in  its 
progress  : as  much  will  be  destroyed  in  the  course  of  a few 
hours  as  will  require  weeks  and  mouths  to  repair.  In  pro- 
portion  to  the  extent  of  surface  destroyed  will  be  the  difficulty 
with  which  that  surface  is  closed.  Something  will  depend, 
also,  on  the  form  of  the  ulceration,  and  the  kind  of  surface 
exposed  ; but  the  general  rule  is,  that  the  difficulty  of  the 
reparative  process  is  proportional  to  the  extent  of  surface 
destroyed. 

It  is  a curious  law,  with  respect  to  the  ulcerative  process, 
that  it  has  a tendency  to  the  nearest  external  surface  of  the 
body.  This  is  a law  which  is  attended  with  the  most  salutary 
effects  ; for,  if  it  were  otherwise,  the  body  would  very  fre- 
quently be  destroyed  by  the  ulcerative  process.  In  conse- 
quence of  this  tendency,  matter  formed  at  a depth  in  the  body 
finds  its  way  through  the  integuments,  instead  of  proeeeding 
through  the  more  important  parts.  Many  examples  may  be 
given  of  this  law.  One  of  the  most  remarkable  is  this  : — 
ftlatter  forms  not  unfrequently  behind  the  sternum  close  to  the 
pleura  and  pericardium,  which  membranes  are  extremely 
thin,  not  so  thick  as  paper.  From  the  proximity  of  these 
membranes,  it  might  be  expected  that  the  matter  would  gene- 
rally open  into  the  pleura,  and,  jby  discharging  itself  into  the 
cavity  of  the  chest,  destroy  life.  Instead  of  this,  however,  the 
pleura  undergoes  no  other  alteration  than  that  of  becoming 
thick  ; and  while  it  is  acquiring  this  addition  of  substance. 
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the  process  of  absorption  is  going  on  in  the  inner  part  of  the 
sternum,  an  aperture  is  formed  through  it,  and  the  matter 
makes  its  way  through  the  bone  and  integuments,  rather  than 
through  the  pleura  and  pericardium.  The  same  circumstance 
takes  place  with  respect  to  the  peritoneum.  If  matter  be 
formed  in  the  abdominal  muscles,  the  peritoneum  is  very 
rarely  absorbed  to  admit  the  matter  into  the  cavity  of  the  ab- 
domen : but  the  matter  makes  its  way  through  the  integu- 
ments, and  finds  an  outlet  on  the  surface  of  the  body. 

So  in  an  abscess  of  the  liver,  the  matter  is  discharged,  not 
through  the  skin,  which  is  a more  remote  surface,  but  into  the 
cavity  of  the  intestines,  whence  it  is  carried  off  by  stool,  or 
discharged  into  the  stomach,  from  which  it  is  thrown  up  by 
vomiting.  These  effects  are  produced  in  the  following  man- 
ner : the  surface  of  the  abscess  becoming  united  with  a por- 
tion of  intestine  or  stomach  by  the  adhesive  process,  the  ulce- 
rative action  commences,  by  which  a communication  is  formed 
between  these  surfaces,  and  the  matter  is  discharged  in  the 
manner  before  mentioned,  without  danger,  or  at  least  with 
little  danger,  to  life. 

The  same  thing  takes  place  in  absorption  of  the  bones. 
Thus,  in  ulceration  of  the  tibia,  the  matter  breaks  through 
the  skin,  or  that  surface  which  is  only  covered  by  skin  and 
periosteum.  This  is  a law  in  part  depending  on  the  less  vita- 
lity and  greater  irritability  of  those  parts  which  are  ueare.st 
the  surface  of  the  body.  The  external  parts  of  the  body  are 
the  most  weakly  with  respect  to  circulation,  and  most  readily 
absorbed.  I do  not  mean  to  say  that  they  are  weakly  with 
respect  to  quantity  of  blood,  for  they  possess  a considerable 
share  of  vascularity ; but  they  are  weakly  with  respect  to  the 
living  powers.  The  external  parts  of  the  body  are  more  irri- 
table, and  more  subject  to  vicissitudes  of  action  from  corre- 
sponding changes  of  temperature  than  other  parts  of  the  body. 
They  have  less  strength  of  circulation,  and  consequently, 
give  way  to  ulceration  more  readily  than  those  parts  which 
are  more  deeply  seated,  and  possess  a greater  strength  of  cir- 
culation. Another  reason  is,  that  the  adhesive  process  goes 
on  glueing  the  more  Internal  parts,  while  the  external,  which 
are  thin  and  weak,  become  united  to  these  parts,  and  in  this 
way  form  a considerable  solid.  An  instance  of  this  is  found 
in  the  adhesion  of  the  pleura  to  a lung,  so  as  to  form  one 
structure.  It  may  be  considered,  then,  as  a law  of  the  ani- 
mal economy,  that  the  ulcerative  process  has  a disposition 
toward.s  the  nearest  external  surface  of  the  body. 

Tho.se  parts  of  the  body  which  arc  newly  formed  are  more 
liable  to  be  absorbed  than  those  which  have  long  existed.  A 


58 


ON  ULCERATION. 


part  covered  by  a cicatrix  proceeds  rapidly  to  ulceration,  be- 
cause it  is  more  weakly  constituted  than  those  parts  which 
have  existed  longer.  'J’he  irritability  of  a part  is  ])roi>ortioual 
to  its  weakness ; and  the  parts  which  are  weak  and  irritable 
fall  in  os  t readily  into  the  ulcerative  process.  To  take  a 
familiar  illustration — when  a child  labours  under  symptoms 
of  constitutional  derangement  in  cutting  a tooth,  why  do  you 
lance  its  gums You  cut  the  gums,  not  for  the  piu'pose  of 
niaking  an  immediate  passage  for  the  tooth,  and  procuring 
immediate  relielf  to  the  child,  but  because,  when  the  gum  by 
the  adliesive  process  heals  upon  the  divided  part,  a cicatrix  is 
produced  by  this  little  operation  which  is  very  readily  ab- 
sorbed ; and  the  result  is,  that  when  the  tooth  rises,  the  child 
cuts  it  with  much-less  pain  and  irritation  than  it  would  other- 
wise have  done.  If  a man  have  inflammation  in  his  leg,  and 
this  falls  near  a place  where  ulceration  previously  existed,  the 
scar  produced  by  the  old  ulcer  gives  way  mucli  more  readily 
than  tlie  original  skin.  I have  observed  that  if  a patient  under 
gonorrhoea  has  had  an  abscess  in  the  urethra,  which  will  now 
and  then  happen  in  consequence  of  suppuration  of  the  lacuna:, 
or  if  from  the  same  cause  he  has  had  an  abscess  in  the  scro- 
tum, or  on  the  side  of  the  penis,  if  he  should  get  a second 
gonorrhoea,  he  will  be  sure  to  be  attacked  with  a similar 
abscess.  Proceed  with  as  much  care  as  you  may — guard 
against  inflammation  with  all  possible  caution — and  yet,  if 
he  has  abscess  in  the  first  gonorrhoea,  it  will  infallibly  return 
in  the  same  part,  if  he  get  a second. 

One  of  the  most  remarkable  instances  of  the  readiness  with 
which  the  process  of  absorption  attacks  newly-formed  parts, 
may  be  seen  in  Lord  y/nson’s  Voyage  round  the  World— ^ 
work  which,  I doubt  not,  is  generally  known  to  you.  It  is  a 
most  able  and  entertaining  publication ; and  if  any  student 
has  not  read  it,  I can  strongly  recommend  it  to  his  perusal : 
for,  while  professional  knowledge  should  undoubtedly  be  the 
first  object  of  your  pursuit,  general  literature  should  not  be 
neglected,  and  is  so  far  from  being  incompatible  with  that 
primary  object,  tliat  it  cannot  fail  to  enlarge  your  views,  and 
give  eflicacy  to  your  professional  researches.  So  intimate  is 
the  connexion  between  every  object  of  useful  and  scientific 
inquiry,  that  there  is  hardly  one  branch  of  knowledge  which 
does  not  in  some  measure  throw  light  and  illustration  upon 
another.  The  circumstance  which  I am  about  to  mention  may 
illustrate  this  remark.  Lord  Anson’s  book  is  one  of  the  most 
valuable  works  which  has  appeared  on  nautical  subjects ; nor 
is  it  without  its  use  as  illustrative  of  a principle  in  surgery. 
Lord  Anson’s  expedition  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  was  undertaken 
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witl)  a view  of  destroyincr  the  power  of  Spain  in  tlie  New 
World.  As  he  was  obliged  to  sail  sooner  than  he  expected, 
many  of  the  crew  wliich  he  took  out  were  invalids,  some 
having  cicatrices,  and  others  having  previously  had  fractured 
bones.  In  his  passage  round  Cape  Horn,  he  encountered  very 
severe  weather;  many  ships  were  obliged  to  return;  some 
were  lost,  and  the  crews  of  those  which  succeeded  in  getting 
at  la.st  to  the  Isle  of  Juan  Fernandez  suffered  great  hardships. 
In  doubling  Cape  Horn,  the  crew  suffered  severely  from  at- 
tacks of  the  scurvy;  and  it  was  remarked  by  the  clergyman, 
who  was  an  observing  man,  though  he  knew  nothing  of  our 
profession,  that  the  men  who  had  had  ulcers  before  were  in- 
variably attacked  with  ulceration  in  the  same  parts,  and  that  if 
their  bones  had  been  formerly  fractured  they  became  disunited. 

This  does  not  surprise  us,  because  we  know  that  scurvy 
produces  the  ulcerative  process,  attacking  the  gums,  causing 
profuse  bleeding,  &c.  ; that  the  ulcerative  process  has  a 
stronger  disposition  towards  parts  newly  formed,  and  that  in 
this  case,  therefore,  it  appeared  in  parts  where  ulcers  had 
formerly  healed,  and  in  disunited  limhs  where  callus  had 
previously  formed.  When  the  men  got  fresh  vegetables,  &c., 
on  shore,  they  recovered  their  health;  their  bones  united,  and 
their  sores  healed.  There  cannot  be  a better  example  than 
this  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  readiness  with  which 
newly-formed  parts  ulcerate,  as  compared  with  the  original 
structures  of  the  body. 

The  parts  more  remote  from  the  heart  ulcerate  more  readily 
than  those  in  the  vicinity  of  the  heart.  This  circumstance  led 
me  to  say,  that  when  the  vital  action  is  feeble,  and  the  power 
of  the  circulation  diminished,  we  find  a greater  disposition  to 
the  ulcerative  process  than  otherwise.  Thus  for  one  ulcer  in 
the  arm  we  find  twenty  in  the  lower  extremities  ; and  you 
cannot  but  have  observed,  in  going  round  the  wards,  the  great 
number  of  sore  legs,  those  opprobia  of  our  hospitals. 

In  those  parts  which  are  endued  with  little  vital  power, 
ulceration  takes  place  very  readily  ; while  in  those  to  which 
the  quantity  of  blood  sent  is  very  small,  ulceration  takes  place 
with  difficulty.  This  is  the  case  with  tendons.  Tendinous 
parts  possess  very  little  blood ; very  few  arteries  or  absorbent 
vessels  are  distributed  to  them.  Hence  the  process  of  absorp- 
tion goes  on  with  great  difficulty,  and  tendons  will  slough  to  a 
great  extent  rather  than  become  absorbed.  This  circumstance 
must  influence  our  practice.  In  abscess  under  the  fascia,  an 
incision  should  be  made  as  soon  as  possible  through  the  cover- 
ing, to  liberate  the  confined  matter.  So  in  abscess  of  the 
finger,  when  the  constitution  suffers  because  the  theca  will 
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not  give  way  to  the  process  of  ulceration,  and  the  nervous 
system  becomes  irritated  by  the  pressure  of  confined  matter, 
an  early  incision  should  be  made  to  liberate  the  matter,  and 
give  relief  to  the  constitution.  The  same  practice  should  be 
pursued  in  abscess  of  the  palm  of  the  hand. 

The  ulcerative  process  is  useful  to  the  animal  economy,  in 
removing  extraneous  bodies  from  the  system.  Thus  a ball 
lodged  in  the  body,  and  a ligature  round  an  artery,  are  dis- 
engaged by  the  process  of  ulceration.  It  is  useful  also  iu  the 
exfoliation  of  portions  of  bone,  in  separating  parts  which 
would  otherwise  remain  in  the  body,  perhaps  for  the  remain- 
der of  life.  In  three  or  four  months  a considerable  portion  of 
exfoliated  bone  \yill  be  separated  by  the  ulcerative  process. 
You  will  find  a case  of  popliteal  aneurism  in  the  other  hos- 
pital, wliere  the  leg  has  sloughed  a little  below  the  calf.  Al- 
most the  whole  of  the  leg  has  separated,  except  the  tibia  and 
fibula.  A very  small  portion  still  remains  to  separate.  By 
my  advice  nothing  has  been  done  to  the  living  solids,  and  the 
process  of  nature  is  left  to  take  its  course.  You  will  soon  see 
that  the  bones  themselves  will  separate  by  the  process  of  ex- 
foliation, and  thus  nature  will  herself  perform  the  operation 
of  amputation  without  loss  of  blood,  or  any  danger  to  life. 

On  Abscesses. 

I shall  now  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  abscesses. 

An  abscess  is  a collection  of  matter  iu  a cyst,  produced  by 
inflammation.  What  happens  iu  the  formation  of  abscess  is 
as  follows  : — First  there  is  an  inflammation  of  the  adhesive 
kind  iu  the  cellular  tissue,  by  which  the  different  cells  of  the 
cellular  membrane  become  filled  with  adhesive  matter.  A 
slight  ulcerative  process  takes  place,  the  inflammation  still 
proceeding,  and  a little  cavity  is  formed  by  the  ulcerative  pro- 
cess, a space  being  left  for  the  effusion  of  pus,  the  result  of 
the  second  stage  of  inflammation.  A drop  of  matter  is  secreted 
into  the  cavity,  and  as  soon  as  it  is  poured  out,  the  pressure 
on  the  side  occasions  an  increase  of  the  ulcerative  process, 
which  adds  to  the  cavity  previously  formed.  More  matter  is 
then  produced,  and  the  surrounding  solids  having  a tendency 
to  the  ulcerative  process,  it  is  accumulated,  so  as  to  lead  to 
absorption  of  the  neighbouring  parts.  In  the  formation  of 
abscess,  the  matter  does  not  produce  absorption  of  all  the 
parts  around  equally,  but  it  excavates  chiefly  on  the  side 
towards  the  skin,  and  very  little  in  the  opposite  direction  ; a 
circumstance  which  led  to  the  reflection,  that  matter  had  no 
power  of  eroding,  as  was  formerly  supposed,  when  it  was 
thought  that  matter  acted  chemically  on  the  solids  like  an 
acid,  or  caustic  alkali. 
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Abscesses  are  dangerous  according  to  the  following  circum- 
stances : — 

First,  from  their  size.  It  is  not,  however,  the  quantity  of 
matter  produced  wliich  renders  them  dangerous,  but  the  diffi- 
culty whicli  nature  has  in  repairing  the  devastation  made  by- 
excavation  of  the  solids,  from  the  pressure  of  the  matter. 

An  abscess  may  discharge  a quart  of  matter,  and  the  con- 
stitution may  have  been  scarcely  affected  by  it ; but  very  soon 
after  it  is  opened  the  constitution  begins  to  suffer.  It  is  not, 
therefore,  the  quantity  of  matter,  but  the  process  of  restora- 
tion after  the  evacuation  of  the  matter,  which  affects  the  con- 
stitution. The  largest  abscesses  which  occur  in  the  body  are 
those  of  the  liver.  Patients  will  sometimes  recover  from  ab- 
scesses of  this  part,  in  which  immense  quantities  of  matter 
have  formed.  I remember  one  of  enormous  magnitude,  from 
which  the  patient  recovered. 

Ca.ie. — Dr.  Saunders,  the  lecturer  on  medicine  at  Guy’s, 
asked  me  to  see  a woman  who  had  a large  abscess  in  the  side. 
1 made  an  opening  into  it  with  a lancet,  and  it  discharged  a 
surprising  quantity  of  matter,  as  much  as  would  fill  two- 
thirds  of  a wash  hand  basin.  I have  heard,  indeed,  of  much 
larger  quantities  of  matter  having  been  discharged.  After 
pressing  out  the  matter,  I passed  a roller  tightly  round  the 
abdomen,  and  brought  the  parts  together,  with  a view  of  pro- 
ducing the  adhesive  process,  which  now  and  then  occurs.  I 
did  not  see  the  patient  again,  but  some  days  after  1 met  Dr. 
Saunders,  who  asked  me  how  I thought  the  patient  waS  going 
on.  I told  him  I imagined  he  asked  me,  because  he  thought 
me  very  sanguine  ; and  he  replied,  that  I should  be  gratified 
to  learn  that  the  woman  was  doing  extremely  well.  Jn  fact, 
the  orifice  had  closed  ; no  more  matter  was  discharged,  and 
the  patient  got  well  without  any  bad  symptoms.  I have  man- 
tioned  this  case,  because  it  may  guide  your  practice  when  you 
are  operating  upon  large  abscesses,  and  show  you  the  pro- 
priety of  endeavouring  to  procure  the  adhesive  process,  by 
bringing  the  sides  of  the  abscess  together.  Very  large  ab- 
scesses sometimes  terminate  favourably,  but  in  a great  num- 
ber of  cases  they  destroy  life. 

The  next  circumstance  which  renders  abscesses  dangerous 
is  their  number,  'riiiis,  the  great  number  of  little  abscesses 
on  the  surface  of  the  body,  in  small  pox,  frequently  destroy 
life.  Here  nature  performs  the  suppurative  process  ; the  pus- 
tules die  away,  and  the  cuticle  i.s  separated  from  the  surface 
of  the  body  ; but  nature  has  not  the  power,  in  many  cases,  of 
repairing  the  destruction  of  the  cutis;  the  exposure  of  the 
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nerves  of  the  skin  occasions  great  constitutional  irritation, 
and  the  patient  dies,  as  if  destroyed  by  a burn  or  a scald. 

Abscesses  are  also  dangerous,  from  their  being  situated  in 
vitally  important  parts,  such  as  the  brain,  heart,  or  lungs  ; or 
when  tliey  are  not  seated  in  parts  of  vital  importance,  from 
their  pressure  on  essential  organs. 

Case. — A woman  was  admitted  into  tliis  hospital  for  a 
complaint  in  the  throat,  occasioned  by  swallowing  a pointed 
bone.  All  she  complained  of,  at  first,  was  a soreness  in  the 
throat ; but  she  was  shortly  after  seized  witli  difficulty  of 
breathing,  which  increased  greatly,  and  slie  died.  On  ex- 
amination after  death,  I found,  upon  making  an  incision  into 
the  pharynx,  thatj)etween  it  and  the  fore  part  of  the  vertebra;, 
a large  abscess  ha'd  formed,  which,  by  pressing  the  pharynx 
forward  on  the  epiglottis  and  glottis,  occasioned  difiiculty  of 
breathing,  and  in  the  end  destruction  of  life.  Shortly  after 
tliis.  Dr.  Bal>ington  came  to  this  hospital  with  a friend  of  his, 
who  was  labouring  under  a great  difiiculty  of  breathing.  He 
retpiested  me  to  examine  his  throat : having  put  my  finger  on 
the  back  of  the  pharynx,  and  felt  fluctuation  there,  I told  him 
that  this  was  a case  of  which  I had  seen  an  instance,  where 
the  patient  had  died  from  a collection  of  matter  formed  in 
the  same  situation.  I immediately  procured  a seton  needle, 
and  including  it  in  a canula,  like  a trocar,  I put  it  down  into 
the  pharynx,  let  out  a considerable  quantity  of  matter,  and 
the  patient  was  relieved.  Here  was  a case,  which,  but  for 
this  operation,  would  probably  have  terminated  fatally,  by  the 
pressure  of  the  matter  on  vitally  important  parts.  In  the 
same  manner,  abscesses  in  the  perineum,  or  between  the 
prostrate  gland  and  the  rectum,  will,  by  their  pressure  on  the 
urethra,  occasion  irritation  of  that  part,  and  sometimes  com- 
plete retention  of  urine.  Thus,  we  find  that  abscesses,  though 
situated  in  parts  not  of  themselves  vitally  important,  sometimes 
become  dangerous  by  their  pressure  on  more  important  parts. 


LECTURE  X. 


Acorn  and  Chronic  Abscess. 

At  the  conclusion  of  our  last  lecture,  gentlemen,  we  stated 
that  tlie  danger  attending  the  formation  of  abscesses  arose 
from  their  size,  number,  and  pressure  on  important  parts ; 
and  lastly,  that  when  they  formed  in  important  parts  them- 
selves, they  generally  proved  destructive  to  life. 

Another  danger  which  we  did  not  theu  mention  is,  when 
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abscesses  occur  between  bones  and  the  covering  of  bones. 
Whenever  bones  form  the  boundary  of  abscesses,  such  ab- 
scesses are  exceedingly  tedious,  and  in  most  cases  dangerous. 
'Thus  it  is  ill  psoas  abscess  : in  this  disease  the  matter  begins 
to  collect  on  the  fore  part  of  the  vertebrae,  and  proceeding 
through  the  hollow  of  the  psoas  muscle  till  it  reaches  the 
groin,  where  it  makes  its  appearance  just  below  Poupart’s 
ligament;  and  from  examination  of  these  cases  after  death, 
the  vertebra?  are  found  ulcerated.  It  is  not  my  intention  this 
evening  to  enter  into  the  consideration  of  psoas  or  lumbar 
abscesses,  as  they  will  be  treated  of  on  another  occasion,  but 
1 just  mention  the  complaint  to  show  the  danger  of  abscesses 
between  bones  and  their  coverings;  and  the  reason  of  it  is, 
that  the  process  of  exfoliation  takes  place,  and  they  then  be- 
come very  long  and  tedious  in  their  progress. 

Abscesses  are  acute  or  chronic.  The  common  course  an 
acute  abscess  takes  is  three  weeks.  The  adhesive  inflam- 
mation first  begins;  this  is  succeeded  by  the  suppurative  : 
and,  lastly,  the  ulcerative  process  comes  on  ; and  it  is  gene- 
rally three  weeks  from  its  commencement  before  matter  is 
discharged.  But  chronic  abscesses  are  slower  in  their  march  ; 
take,  for  instance,  the  psoas  abscess,  to  which  we  have 
alluded  ; it  is  often  si.x  months  before  matter  makes  its  ap- 
pearance in  that  complaint.  If  a person  comes  to  you  with  a 
psoas  abscess,  and  you  ask  how  long  he  has  had  pain  in  his 
loins,  he  will  tell  you  for  tour,  five,  or  six  months  past ; sel- 
dom less  than  four,  and  generally  for  the  space  of  six  months. 
Theic  are  varieties  in  the  irritability  of  different  constitutions, 
but  if  you  see  a man  with  s\Velling  in  the  groin,  which,  when 
he  coughs,  rebounds  under  your  hand,  and  has  a fluctuating 
feel,  and  who  has  had  for  four  or  five  months  pains  in  his 
loins,  you  will  say  that  it  is  psoas  abscess  ; so  these  are  the 
criteria  by  which  you  are  to  know  it.  Chronic  abscesses 
sometimes  occur  in  the  female  breast. 

Cases. — A lady  was  sent  to  me  from  Sussex  some  years  ago, 
to  have  her  breast  removed  : knowing  the  surgeon  who  had 
recommended  this  person  to  me  to  be  an  intelligent  man,  I 
did  not  attentively  examine  the  breast,  but  said  to  the  lady,  I 
will  call  on  you  soon,  and  perform  the  operation.  I fixed 
the  day,  and  was  about  to  perform  the  operation,  the  patient 
being  seated  in  a chair  before  me,  when  I said  to  the  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Edwards)  who  was  assisting  me,  I think  that  I feel 
a sense  of  fluctuation  here,  at  least  I will  not  |)roceed  to  re- 
move the  breast  till  I have  ascertained  whether  it  be  matter. 
I took  a lancet,  and  made  an  opening  into  it,  and  out  gushed 


6^ 


ACUTE  AND  CHRONIC  ABSCESS. 


a quantity  of  matter.  Thus  a chronic  abscess  had  existed  in 
this  part  for  a considerable  time.  Very  lately,  while  going 
round  Guy’s  Hospital,  one  of  the  young  gentlemen,  or  I 
believe,  Mr.  Key,  brought  me  a woman  who  had  a chronic 
tumour  of  the  breast.  On  examining  it,  I perceived  a slight 
fluctuation  and  stated  that  most  probably  it  contained  matter, 
but  was  told,  in  reply  to  this  observation,  that  it  had  existed 
for  four  or  five  months  ; I said,  however,  it  did  not  signify  — 
asked  for  a lancet — made  a puncture  into  it,  w'hich  let  out  a 
quantity  of  matter  ; and  went  away  smiling.  I merely  mention 
to  you  these  cases  to  put  you  on  your  guard  : for  I have  seen 
breasts  removed,  which  were  only  chronic  abscesses ; and 
thus,  from  an  ignorance  of  this  circumstance,  you  might  put 
your  patient  to  'll  cruel  operation,  where  a small  incision 
would  have  done. 

In  the  treatment  of  acute  abscesses,  the  best  medicine  you 
can  give  is  the  liquor  ammoniae  acetatis,  sulphate  of  magnesia, 
and  opium  ; six  oz.  of  the  first,  one  oz.  of  the  second,  and  a 
drachm  of  the  tincture  of  opium,  of  which  the  dose  is  three  or 
four  table-spoonfuls  three  times  a-day.  By  this  medicine  you 
lessen  irritation,  and  expedite  the  suppurative  and  ulcerative 
processes  ; no  medicine  that  1 have  observed,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, gives  so  much  relief.  The  sulphate  of  magnesia 
prevents  any  costiveness  from  ihe  opium,  and  tlie  opium  tran- 
quilizes  the  nervous  system,  and  lessens  pain.  The  Jocal 
treatment  consists  in  the  application  of  fomentations  and 
poultices  ; and  why,  you  may  ask,  use  both  these  remedies  ? 
To  promote  heat  and  moisture,  a greater  quantity  of  blood  is 
sent  to  the  part,  aud  a relaxation  of  the  vessels  takes  place  ; 
this  expedites  the  suppurative  process,  and  that  being  done, 
the  ulcerative  process  takes  place  with  more  ease.  The  kind 
of  poultice  to  be  applied  to  the  part  is  of  little  importance  ; 
linseed-meal  and  water,  bread  and  water,  &c.  No  stimulating 
application  would  do  ; the  object  is  to  preserve  the  heat  and 
moisture  of  the  part,  and  to  prevent  evaporation  : let  the  part 
be  enveloped  in  oil-silk,  for,  by  its  assistance,  the  heat  of  a 
part  is  preserved,  and  evaporation  prevented.  It  is  desirable 
in  the  suppurative  process  to  prevent  evaporation  ; oil-silk  is 
what  is  generally  used  then  in  private  practice;  it  is  clean, 
agreeable  to  the  patient, 'and  most  conducive  to  his  comfort. 

Before  proceeding  to  the  consideration  of  chronic  abscesses, 

I will  say  a few  words  on  the  opening  of  abscesses.  If  an 
acute  abscess  seems  disirosed  to  go  through  its  different  stages 
without  any  interruption,  the  best  practice  is  to  leave  it  undis- 
turbed. Acute  abscesses,  beginning  under  aponeurotic  fascite, 
ought  to  be  opened  as  early  as  possible  ; the  earlier  the  better. 
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The  moment  one  drop  of  matter  may  be  felt  to  fluctuate,  it 
is  advisable  to  make  a free  opening,  both  as  it  regards  the  con- 
stitution and  the  part.  Whenever  the  matter  can  be  felt  close 
to  bone,  it  will  be  right  to  open  it,  excepting  in  cases  where  it 
may  occ.ur  from  severe  courses  of  mercury,  between  the  cra- 
nium and  pericranium.  Mercury  will  inflame  the  periosteum 
(and  the  pericranium  is  a part  of  the  periosteum)  to  a greater 
degree  than  the  venereal  disease  itself ; and  in  those  cases 
■where  a fluid  exists  between  the  pericranium  and  bone,  unat- 
tended with  any  blush,  do  not  open  it ; it  will  be  removed  by 
purging,  and  giving  bountifully  the  decoction  of  sarsaparilla. 
But  when  matter  is  formed,  and  there  is  a blush,  it  will  not 
he  absrrrbed  ; an  opening  must  be  made,  exfoliation  will  often 
take  place ; but  when  there  is  no  blush,  beware  of  opening 
tlie  tumour. 

Now,  gentlemen,  the  treatment  of  chronic  abscesses  will  be 
very  different  from  those  of  the  acute  kind.  In  the  last  case, 
you  wish  to  diminish  the  state  of  excitement  in  the  constitu- 
tion ; and  in  the  former  you  do  all  you  can  to  give  it  additional 
powers,  by  allowing  generous  diet,  and  giving  the  patient  am- 
monia and  bark ; the  ammonia  is  the  medicjne  on  which  the 
principal  reliance  is  to  be  placed.  You  know  that  of  late  bark 
has  not  been  much  used  ; but  people  are  apt  to  run  into  ex- 
tremes—bark  assists  the  suppui'ative  process ; generous  diet 
must  he  allowed,  in  order  to  increase  the  action  of  the  parts, 
by  giving  tone  to  the  constitution.  Stimulant  poultices  should 
be  applied  to  the  part,  and  the  best  I know  is  the  muriate  of 
soda  (common  salt)  and  water,  a meat-spoonful  of  the  salt  to 
a' pint  of  water,  and  the  poultice  should  be  wetted  with  this ; 
yeast  and  oatmeal,  vinegar  and  flour,  each  of  these  expedite 
the  process  of  suppuration.  In  indolent  cases,  it  is  customary 
to  employ  stimulant  plasters,  and  the  best  I know  is  the  empl. 
galb.  comp. ; it  is  stimulating,  and  consequently  excites  the 
action  of  the  part.  'I'be  emplast.  animon.  cum  hydrarg.,  and 
the  emplast.  thuris  comp,  are  also  used  ; they,  however,  are 
more  tramiuilizing,  and,  in  general,  excite  slight  perspiration 
over  the  part,  similar  in  its  operation  to  the  soap  cerate,  which 
is  also  of  use. 

These  then,  gentlemen,  are  the  remedies,  local  and  consti- 
tutional, to  be  used  in  chrotiic  abscesses  : but  it  remains  now' 
to  be  considered  how  to  treat  chronic  abscesses,  when  it  be- 
comes necessary  to  open  them  : I shall  now  proceed  to  tell 
you.  .Sn|)pose  you  are  called  to  a case  where  there  is  a collec- 
tion of  matter  under  the  fascia  lata  of  the  thigh  (the  largest  in 
the  body) , extending,  as  it  often  does,  from  just  above  the 
knee  to  tlie  trochanter  major  ; what  would  you  do?  Open  it 
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certainly  ; make  an  incision  half  an  inch  in  length,  and  squeeze 
out  all  tlie  matter  you  can.  Having  done  tliis,  apply  a roller, 
making  the  turns  all  over  the  thigh,  vvitli  the  exception  of  the 
opening;  the  result  of  this  is,  in  many  instances,  that  adhe- 
sive inflammation  is  excited,  and  thus  the  sides  of  the  c.avities 
are  often  readily  united  ; always  take  care,  in  the  application 
of  the  pressure,  to  leave  the  mouth  of  the  wound  uncovered. 
'J'he  same  directions  are  to  be  attended  to  in  collections  of 
matter,  when  met  with  under  the  tendinous  expansion  which 
covers  the  muscles  of  the  leg  and  fore-arm  ; the  object  is  to 
endeavour  to  produce  the  adhesive  inflammation,  just  as  in 
the  case  of  abscess  in  the  liver,  that  I stated  to  you  on  the 
last  evening,  from  which  the  matter  was  evacuated  by  the 
])uncture  of  a lancet,  and  afterwards  by  means  of  pres.sure ; 
the  adhesive  inflammation  took  place,  and  the  recovery  of 
the  patient  was  the  consequence.  This,  then,  is  to  be  your 
practice,  to  endeavour  to  procure  a union  of  the  sides  of  the 
cavities  by  the  adhesive  process. 

Another  reason  for  the  early  discharge  of  matter  is  the  pre- 
vention of  scars,  particularly  in  exposed  parts  of  the  body. 
This  may  appear  to  you  of  little  consequence,  but  I tell  you  it 
is  not  so  : scars,  from  abscesses  in  the  neck  of  females,  excite 
in  the  minds  of  most  of  our  sex  a reluctance  to  associate  with 
them  ; and  thus  many  a fine  young  girl  may,  from  these  blotches 
and  scars,  be  doomed  to  perpetual  celibacy.  No  part  of  the 
practice  of  surgery  has  been  so  bad  as  the  manner  in  which 
wounds  on  the  neck  have  been  treated.  1 have  seen  on  one 
side  of  the  neck  large  scars  from  old  wounds  that  had  been 
badly  managed,  whilst,  on  the  other  .side,  where  the  treatment 
had  been  more  skilful,  scarcely  any  vestige  of  a wound  was  to 
he  seen.  1 have,  from  very  early  in  life  (and  subsequent  ex- 
perience has  proved  to  me  its  use),  been  exceedingly  careful 
in  the  management  of  these  cases.  Apperlents,  with  calomel 
and  rhubarb,  should  be  given  ; evaporating  lotions  should  he 
used.  You  must  be  strict  as  to  diet  and  regimen  ; for  though 
the  patient  be  debilitated,  he  must  be  made  still  w'eaker.  The 
best  mode  to  adopt  in  these  cases,  is  to  open  the  tumours  be- 
fore the  skin  is  much  affected,  and  before  a blush  has  appear- 
ed, and  scars  will  in  general  be  prevented.  It  is  desirable,  in 
o))ening  the  tumours,  to  use  a very  fine  knife,  for  two  reasons  : 
— 1.  A small  opening  is  made;  2.  It  does  not  alarm  the  per- 
son. The  knife  I always  use  is  the  one  contained  in  the  cye- 
ca.«e,  for  cutting  up  the  cataract,  the  blade  one  eighth  of  an 
inch  wide,  and  it  appears  to  the  patient  us  a needle.  When 
you  press  the  sides  of  the  wound,  take  care  to  squeeze  out  all 
the  solid  flakes  of  matter  to  be  met  with  in  .scrofulous  tumours. 
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If  this  be  not  attended  to,  they  will  at  last  slough  ; but  if,  on 
the  contraiT,  you  carefully  avoid  leaving  any  of  that  unorga- 
nized substance,  adhesion  will  take  place,  and  the  wound  heal 
up.  Every  thing  in  these  cases  depends  on  getting  rid  of  the 
solid  matter.  Bread  poultices,  wetted  with  a sulphate  of  zinc 
lotion  and  spirits  of  wine,  may  be  used  afterwards. 

Case. — Whilst  living  at  Broad- street,  in  the  City,  a lady 
came  to  me  with  a tumour  in  the  side  of  the  neck.  1 perceived 
on  the  opposite  side  several  scars  ; I said,  “ Will  you  allow 
me  to  try  if  I can  prevent  a scarihere  ?”  She  answered,  it 
was  for  that  purpose  she  had  consulted  me.  Warm  poultices 
had  been  used  on  the  previous  occasions,  with  which  I would 
have  nothing  to  do  in  this,  and  she  got  well  with  scarcely  a 
pimple  to  be  seen.  It  is  of  the  highest  importance,  then,  to 
endeavour  to  prevent  those  appearances,  which,  on  the  exposed 
I'arts  of  the  body,  produce  such  painful  feelings.  In  the  higher 
orders  of  life,  particularly,  a child  with  scars  and  blotches  on 
its  neck  would  be  secluded  from  society. 

Now,  gentlemen,  there  is  a point  of  great  importance  to  be 
attended  to,  viz. — the  direction  in  which  you  make  the  open- 
ing : always  make  it  transversely,  and  not  in  the  axis  of  the 
neck  ; for  w'hen  the  wound  heals,  it  will  scarcely  be  seen  among 
the  creases  or  folds  of  the  neck.  One  more  observation  on 
this  subject : let  me  entreat  you  not  to  open  these  tumours 
when  they  have  a blush  on  them  like  the  hue  of  a grape  ; the 
veins  are  in  a dilated  state,  and  if  you  open  the  tumour,  you 
will  bring  discredit  on  yourself.  If  the  edges  of  the  wound 
should  not  unite  in  any  part,  a little  injection  of  sulphate  of 
zinc  or  copper  may  be  used. 

There  are  two  other  points  connected  with  this  subject, 
which  1 will  mention  to  you,  and  then  I shall  have  done. 

I.  The  causes  of  hectic  fever.  You  are  all  aware  that  a 
continued  fever,  i.  e.  rigors  followed  by  heat,  and  a sweating 
stage,  attend  the  formation  of  matter  : these  rigors  take  place 
once  or  twice  in  twenty  four  hours,  according  to  the  irritabi- 
lity of  the  part  and  constitution  ; and  liad  it  been  asked,  thirty 
or  forty  years  ago,  on  what  it  depended,  it  would  have  been 
said,  absorption  of  matter  into  the  constitution.  Some  of  the 
old  surgeons  used  to  put  sponge  to  the  mouth  of  wounds,  to 
absorb  the  matter,  and  prevent  its  being  carried  into  the  con- 
stitution ; but  gentlemen,  it  appears  to  have  no  power  on 
the  constitution.  There  is  no  doubt,  certainly,  that  tlie  in- 
oculation of  putrid  matter  will,  as  we  often  see,  sometimes 
prove  fatal.  The  proofs  that  the  absorption  of  common  mat- 
ter into  the  constitution  docs  not  produce  fever,  are — 1.  It  is 
not  during  the  formation  of  matter  that  the  fever  comes  on  ; 
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for  never  till  after  the  abscesses  liave  broken  is  the  patient 
attacked  with  it.  Certainly,  the  formation  of  matter  will  be 
attended  with  a slight  fever,  but  not  of  the  hectic  kind  : the 
tongue  will  be  clean,  the  pulse  very  little  affected,  and  the  per- 
son very  slightly  deranged  ; but  after  an  opening  is  made  into 
the  ])art,  constitutional  irritation  sometimes  comes  on,  and 
life  is  then  endangered. 

2.  'I'he  degree  of  hectic  fever  is  not  at  all  proportionate  to 
the  size  of  the  surface  on  which  the  matter  is  formed.  Look, 
for  instance,  at  a large  wound  on  the  leg  : the  person  will  be 
going  about  with  it,  and  feel  little  or  no  inconvenience ; whilst 
a sore  on  the  lungs  of  the  size  of  a crown  produces  hectic 
fever  of  the  most  violent  kind.  On  one  part,  it  is  very  consi- 
derable ; on  another,  it  i.s  very  slight. 

3.  Hectic  fever  comes  on  when  no  matter  has  formed.  A 
woman,  who  had  her  leg  amputated,  came  into  the  hospital 
for  a pain  in  the  knee  on  the  same  side  ; the  symptoms  of  con- 
stitutional irritation  were  so  severe,  that  in  consequence  Mr. 
Chandler  held  a consultation.  'I'he  kuee-joint  was  a little  en- 
larged, and  violent  pain  in  tlie  part,  with  great  constitutional 
disturbance  existed.  Amputation  was  now  performed  above 
the  joint,  and  after  the  operation  I had  an  opportunity  of  ex- 
aminiug  the  limb.  There  was  no  formation  of  matter  in  the 
knee ; in  the  condyles,  however,  of  the  thigli  bone  the  ulcera- 
tive process  had  commenced,  and  the  hectic  fever  was  the  ef- 
fect, in  this  case,  not  of  a disease  of  the  knee-joint,  but  of  the 
cancellated  structure  of  the  thigh-bone.  In  those  cases  also 
where  matter  has  beeu  absorbed,  no  hectic  fever  has  come  on. 
tSome  years  ago,  my  old  friend,  Mr.  Cline  thought  that  psoas 
abscesses  might  be  cured  by  causing  the  absorption  of  the  mat- 
ter. From  the  case  of  Dr.  Saunders,  which  occurred  at  that 
time,  he  tried  the  effect  of  digitalis  on  a boy  of  sixteen  years 
old,  who  had  a psoas  abscess ; the  size  of  the  tumour  dimi- 
nished, the  skin  became  flaccid;  but  as  soon  as  the  digitalis 
was  left  off,  the  matter  returned  again,  and  during  the  trial 
of  the  medicines,  the  pulse  was  lessened,  and  the  boy  a little 
weakened — symptoms  wliich,  as  you  well  know,  are  produced 
by  digitalis.  But  during  this  time,  no  hectic  fever  came  on  ; 
thereforf;,  the  belief  of  the  absorption  of  matter  being  the 
cause  of  hectic  fever  is  unfounded. 

'The  last  circumstance  that  I shall  mention,  is  the  influence 
which  tlie  admission  of  air  into  cavities  basin  producing  local 
irritation.  Now,  from  what  I stated  concerning  the  absorp- 
tion of  matter  into  the  constitution,,  I tliink  you  will  have 
agreed  with  me  : whether  you  have  or  not  1 do  not  care  ; it  is 
my  duty  to  state  to  you  my  opinion— you  must  think  for  your- 
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selves  ; only  do  not  rest  contented  with  thinking  ; make  ob- 
servations and  experiments  ; for  without  them  your  thinking 
will  not  l)e  of  much  use.  The  circumstance,  however,  about 
the  admission  of  air  into  abscesses  when  they  are  opened  not 
producing  local  irritation,  will  be  less  readily  understood. 
V\Tien  an  opening  is  made  into  an  abscess,  very  little  irritation 
supej'venes  till  the  tliird  day;  I say  the  third  day,  because  it  is 
not  till  then  that  constitutional  disturbance  takes  place.  If 
asked  whether  air  has  any  influence  in  producing  local  irri- 
lion,  you  may  answer,  yes ; but  I say  that  it  is  not  the  case. 
Old  surgeons,  in  their  opinion  on  this  subject,  maintained  that 
it  was  the  admission  of  air  which  produced  the  local  irritation 
attending  the  opening  of  abscesses,  and  endeavoured  to  cure 
hydrocele  by  inflating  it  after  the  evacuation  of  the  water. 
But  what  was  the  consequence  ? when  the  air  became  ab- 
sorbed, the  adhesive  inflammation  did  not  take  place,  and  the 
hydrocele  returned. 

Again,  experiments  have  been  made  on  animals  : air  has 
been  blown  into  tlie  cellular  membrane  of  a dog  ; nothing  but 
a temporary  stiffness  from  the  distention  of  the  skin  takes 
place,  and  when  the  air  is  absorbed,  the  crackling  goes  off 
witliont  the  adhesive  inflammation.  Dr.  Haighton  made  an 
ingenious  experiment  some  years  ago  ; he  inflated  the  abdo- 
men of  a dog  from  an  opening  in  the  tunica  vaginalis  ; and 
this  mode  of  doing  it  evinced  his  knowledge  ; for  in  the  dog 
and  many  other  animals,  there  is  a communication  with  the 
abdomen  from  under  the  tunica  vaginalis.  'J'he  dog  was  let 
loose  ; he  was  stiff  for  a few  days,  but  when  the  air  was  ab- 
sorbed he  became  quite  well. 

I know  a curious  circumstance  which  took  place  at  the  de- 
j>At  at  Norwich  ; it  was  at  the  time  when  persons  were  drawn 
to  serve  in  the  army.  A man,  unwilling  to  become  a soldier, 
came  to  the  surgeon,  and  said  that  he  had  a large  rupture, 
which  disabled  him  ; he  showed  it,  and  the  surgeon  suet  him 
away.  This  man  had  made  a puncture  just  above  the  pubis, 
and  inflated  it  with  a brass  blow-pipe ; the  man  himself  men- 
tioned it  to  a surgeon  at  Yarmouth  as  a joke.  What  takes 
place  when  air  is  admitted  into  the  cavity  of  the  chest  ? An 
air  cell  gives  way,  the  wind  goes  into  the  cellular  tissue,  the 
face  and  body  become  bloated  up,  but  is  afterwards  removed 
by  absorption,  without  producing  any  inflammation  ; thus  a 
person  who  holds  that  the  admission  of  air  into  cavities  pro- 
duces the  irritation  attending  the  opening  of  abscesses  takes  a 
narrow  and  partial  view  of  the  case. 

[After  the  lecture,  the  stomach  of  a dog  which  died  of  hy- 
drophobia was  exhibited  to  the  class.  The  oesophagus  was 
inflamed,  and  the  internal  surface  itself  very  red  ; there  were 
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also  deposits  of  coagulated  blood  between  the  mucous  and 
muscular  coats,  an  appearance  which,  Sir  Astley  said,  had 
alwciys  been  observed  in  dogs  that  had  died  of  this  complaint. 
The  animal  had  unfortunately  bitten  four  persons,  who  were 
under  medical  treatment.] 


LECTURE  XL 


On  Granulation. 

I HAVE  endeavoured  to  describe  to  you  the  first  mode  in  which 
the  union  of  wounds,  and  the  mode  of  filling  up  cavities  is 
effected,  namely,  by  the  process  of  adhesion.  I shall  now 
proceed  to  consider  the  other  mode  of  union  between  divided 
parts  of  the  body,  namely.  Granulation;  thus  the  two  pro- 
cesses which  Nature  institutes  for  the  purpose  of  filling  up  the 
cavities  of  the  body  for  the  cure  of  wounds  are  adhesion  and 
granulation.  If  you  arc  asked  for  a definition  of  the  term 
granulation,  you  will  say  that  a granulation  is  a newly-formed 
part,  generally  red  in  colour,  and  having  the  power  of  secreting 
pus.  The  mode  in  which  granulation  is  produced  is  as  fol- 
lows : — and  you  will  find  it  very  similar  to  adhesion,  but  dif- 
fering from  that  process  in  one  respect.  When  an  abscess 
has  been  opened,  or  when  a wound  has  been  produced,  if  the 
abscess  be  not  immediately  closed,  or  if  the  edges  of  the 
wound  have  not  been  brought  together,  Inflammation  is  ex- 
cited, and  this  inflammation  occasions  an  effusion  of  the  fibrin 
of  the  blood  upon  the  surface  of  the  wound.  This  fibrin  is 
poured  out  in  a layer  which  covers  the  surface  of  the  wound. 
The  layer  of  fibrin  soon  becomes  vascular,  for  blood-vessels, 
which  are  elongations  of  the  vasa  vasoruni  of  the  divided  ves- 
sels, are  forced  by  the  action  of  the  heart  into  the  fibrin  which 
has  been  deposited,  and  this  layer  consequently  becomes  vas- 
cular. The  difference  between  the  mode  of  union  by  adhesion 
and  by  granulation,  is,  that  in  the  latter  the  vessels  shoot  to 
the  surface  of  the  layer  which  has  been  thrown  out,  terminat- 
ing by  open  mouths  on  the  surface  of  the  newly-formed  sub- 
stance, and  secreting  pus,  at  the  same  time  that  a layer  of 
lymph,  or  fibrin,  as  it  is  more  correctly  termed,  is  effused. 
The  fibrin  which  is  poured  out,  besides  this  purulent  secretion 
from  the  vessels,  forms  a second  layer,  into  which  the  vessels 
shoot  as  before.  The  vessels  supporting  the  first  layer  are  the 
means  of  supporting  the  second  layer,  where  the  vessels  ter- 
minate as  before,  by  open  mouths  on  the  surface  of  the  sub- 
stance effused.  In  this  manner  layer  after  layer  is  formed 
until  the  cavity  becomes  filled. 

The  characters  by  which  granulations  are  distinguished  are 
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these;  their  surfaces  are  uneven;  they  are  generally  red  in 
colour,  and  they  secrete  matter.  1 know  not  whether  you 
have  followed  me  or  not,  but  this  process  may  be  easily  ex- 
plained. Suppose  we  open  an  abscess  ; the  result  is,  that 
adhesive  inflammation  is  produced  in  the  internal  surface  of 
the  cavity.  A layer  of  adhesive  matter  is  in  this  way  thrown 
out,  and  if  the  sides  of  the  abscess  are  brought  together  by 
passing  a roller  round  it,  we  may  often  prevent  the  future  for- 
mation of  matter,  as  I have  before  had  occasion  to  explain  to 
you.  But  if  the  union  by  adhesion  does  not  take  place,  then 
granulations  are  formed  in  the  following  manner  : — When 
fibrin  is  poured  out,  the  vessels  slioot  up  to  its  surface,  per- 
meate the  newly-formed  substance,  and  terminate  by  open 
mouths  on  the  surface  of  the  layer.  Tills  layer  becomes  the 
means  of  filling  up  a portion  of  the  cavity ; it  is  soon  suc- 
ceeded by  another ; the  vessels  become  elongated,  effuse  matter 
on  the  surface,  ami  shoot  up,  as  before,  to  the  second  layer  of 
fibrin.  In  this  manner  one  layer  after  another  is  formed,  until 
the  cavity  of  the  wound  is  entirely  filled.  The  vessels  shooting 
into  granulations  are  very  numeious  ; they  are  principally  ar- 
teries. If  you  inject  an  ulcer  of  the  leg,  the  great  degree  of 
vascularity  in  the  granulating  surfaces  is  accounted  for  by  the 
number  of  vessels  divided  into  radiated  branches,  which  we 
see  entering  the  granulations,  and  producing  the  arborescent 
appearance  which  is  observed  in  them.  In  examining  the 
structure  of  granulations,  they  appear  to  become  vascular  in 
the  following  manner  : — An  artery  enters  at  the  base  of  the 
granulation,  and  is  then  divided  into  radiated  branches  ; from 
these  vessels  pus  is  secreted,  and  an  incrustation  is  formed, 
producing  a layer  of  adhesive  matter  on  the  surface  of  the 
granulations.  This  is  a little  difficult  to  conceive ; it  is  a cir- 
cumstance which,  1 believe,  has  never  been  observed,  and 
which  I learned  in  the  following  manner : I took  a portion 
of  injected  ulcer  from  the  arm,  and  threw  it  into  alcohol,  in 
order  to  observe  its  vascularity.  After  it  was  thrown  into  the 
alcohol  it  was  so  opaque  on  the  surface  that  no  blood-vessels 
could  be  seen.  It  is  the  fibrous  matter,  therefore,  covering 
the  surface  of  the  granulations  which  receives  the  blood-ves- 
.sels.  In  this  view  a granulation  may  be  considered  as  a gland, 
and  the  surface  of  an  ulcer  merely  as  a glandular  surface. 
Now  a gland  is  a part  of  the  body  in  which  a secretion  from 
the  extremities  of  the  arteries  takes  place  and  the  blood 
which  is  not  employed  in  the  secretion  is  returned  to  the 
heart  by  means  of  the  veins  which  accompany  the  arteries. 
So  in  granulations,  the  arteries  throw  a quantity  of  blood  near 
the  surface  of  the  wound,  and  tliere  secrete  pus.  There  is  a 
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vein  accompanying  each  artery,  and  the  fluid  conveyed  by  the 
vessels  is  partly  converted  into  pus  on  the  surface  of  the  ulcer, 
and  partly  returned  back  to  the  heart. 

Granulations  are  not  good  absorbent  surfaces  in  ulcers  re- 
cently formed ; but  if  the  ulcers  have  existed  for  any  length  ot 
time,  the  absorbent  vessels  readily  take  into  tbe  system  any 
substance  tvhich  may  be  applied  to  them.  In  this  way  we 
frequently  see  persons  salivated  by  the  use  of  injections  of  the 
oxymuriate  of  mercury.  It  is  not  an  uncommon  practice  to 
inject  a solution  of  a grain  or  two  grains  of  oxymuriate  of 
mercury  into  sinuses,  for  the  purpose  of  stimulating  the  ves- 
sels. If  the  sinus  has  existed  for  a considerable  time,  the 
oxymuriate  of  mercury  is  frequently  absorbed,  and  the  mouth 
becomes  affected  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  mercury  had 
been  absorbed  into  the  system  by  rubbing  it  into  the  skin,  or 
taking  it  into  the  stomach.  This  proves  that  old  granulating 
surfaces  have  the  jtower  of  taking  in,  by  absorption,  a fluid  of 
this  description.  I have  known  what  is  commonly  called  the 
black  wash,  which  is  composed  of  the  liquor  calcis  and  the 
submuriatc  of  mercury,  when  applied  to  the  surface  of  ulcers, 
jtroduce  an  effect  upon  the  mouths  of  persons  who  are  easily 
affected  by  mercury.  I believe  that  the  wash  of  the  liquor 
calcis  and  calomel  often  produces  good  effects  in  the  cure  of 
sores,  by  the  mercurial  action  which  it  excites  in  the  system, 
and  not  merely  by  its  local  effects  on  the  sore  to  which  it  is 
applied.  Ulcers  are,  however,  frequently  the  means  of  pro- 
ducing baneful  effects  upon  the  constitution,  by  the  readiness 
with  which  they  absorb  any  substances  which  are  applied  to 
them.  Thus,  arsenic  applied  to  the  surfaces  of  sores  is  very 
frequently  absorbed  into  the  system  ; and  on  this  account, 
arsenic  is  to  be  regarded  as  a very  dangerous  external  remedy. 
With  respect  to  the  use  of  arsenic  as  an  internal  remedy,  it 
ought  never  to  be  employed  without  extreme  caution,  and  un- 
less the  patient  is  watched  from  day  to  day. 

Case. — I remember  a case  in  the  other  hospital,  of  a patient 
who  was  brought  in  with  a fungus  of  the  eye,  and  who  was 
under  the  care  of  iMr.  Lucas,  a man  of  great  skill  in  his  pro- 
fession, and  the  father  of  the  present  surgeon  of  that  name. 
Air.  Lucas  ordered  a solution  of  arsenic  to  be  applied  to  the 
part.  After  it  had  been  used  for  three  days,  the  man  com- 
plained of  pain  in  the  stomach,  but  this  was  not  supposed  to 
arise  from  the  use  of  the  solution.  The  application  was  con- 
tinued ; the  pain  in  the  stomach  became  excessive  ; convul- 
sive tremors  of  the  muscles  succeeded,  and  the  patient  died. 

1 was  quite  sure  that  he  died  from  the  influence  of  arsenic  in 
the  system  ; and  upon  examination  of  the  body  after  death, 
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1 found  the  stomach  in  the  highest  degree  inflamed,  and  exhi- 
biting the  peculiar  appearance  which  is  produced  by  arsenic, 
and  not  by  poisons  generally.  1 believe,  therefore,  that  this 
person  died  from  the  application  of  the  arsenical  solution. 
Quacks  are  in  the  habit  of  destroying  tumours  of  the  breast 
by  tlie  use  of  arsenic.  Women  are  sometimes,  though  very 
rarely,  foolish  ; and  they  will  undergo  any  torture  which  is 
not  inflicted  by  a knife,  rather  than  submit  to  an  operation 
that  would  not  give  them  a tenth  part  of  the  pain  which  they 
suffer  from  such  applications.  They  go  to  a person  who  tells 
them  of  the  number  of  cures  he  has  performed  by  means  of  a 
s|iecific  used  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  scirrhous  affec- 
tions ; and,  indeed,  these  quacks  very  frequently  destroy  the 
scirrhous  part,  and  the  patient  too.  Mr.  Pollard,  a surgeon 
told  me,  the  other  day,  of  a person  in  town,  who  applied  an 
arsenical  preparation  for  a scirrhous  affection  of  the  breast, 
in  consequence  of  which  the  patient  died  in  less  than  a tveek. 
1 had  myself  occasion  lately  to  perform  an  operation  for  a 
scirrhous  breast,  to  w'hich  arsenic  had  been  applied.  I asked 
the  woman  which  gave  her  most  pain,  the  application  of  the 
arsenical  preparatiou  or  the  operation.  She  replied,  that  the 
pain  of  the  operation  was  not  so  great  as  that  of  the  applica- 
tion, and  that  tlie  arsenic  had  been  applied  ten  or  eleven 
times.  The  consequence  of  these  applications  is,  that  they 
become  absorbed  into  the  system,  and  produce  derangement 
of  the  stomach,  the  intestinal  canal,  and  the  nervous  system, 
and  sometimes  cause  paralysis. 

White  I am  on  this  subject,  I will  mention  a case  to  you 
which  occurred  in  this  town,  and  which  I should  have 
scarcely  believed,  if  it  had  not  come  within  my  own  know- 
ledge. A person  in  this  metropolis  happened  to  have  doiv 
shins.  It  was  a part  of  his  duties  to  teach  ladies  to  draw- 
and  paint,  and  in  the  prosecution  of  this  branch  of  his  pro- 
fession, he  found  his  Sow  shins,  as  he  himself  declared  to  me, 
a very  great  evil.  He  felt  that  his  merits  were  less  fairly  ap- 
preciated, and  his  instructions  less  kindly  received,  by  reason 
of  the  convexity  of  his  shins  ; he  was  persuaded,  in  sliort, 
that  his  bow  shins  stood  between  him  and  his  preferment. 
Under  this  impression,  he  went  to  a very  noted  person  in  this 
town,  and  showing  him  his  bone,  said  to  him,  “ Pray,  Sir, 
do  you  think  you  can  make  my  legs  straight?”  “ Sir;” 
said  the  doctor,  “ 1 think  I can  : if  you  will  take  a lodging 
in  my  neighbourhood,  I think  I can  scrape  down  your  shins, 
and  make  them  as  straight  as  any  man’s.”  A lodging  was 
taken  : the  father  of  the  patient  assisted  in  the  operation,  and 
all  three  of  them — the  father,  the  son,  and  the  doctor — took 


74 


ON  GRANULATION. 


!i  turn  in  scraping  down  the  convex  sliins.  A great  deal  of 
rasping  was  required  ; an  incision  of  very  considerable  extent 
was  made  in  the  shin,  the  integument  was  turned  aside,  and 
an  instrument  which  was  at  that  time  contained  in  the  sur- 
geon’s case,  called  a rougee,  was  employed  to  scrape  the  shin- 
bone. When  the  doctor  was  tired  of  rasping,  the  father  took 
a spell,  and  the  patient,  in  his  turn,  relieved  his  father.  At 
last  the  sliell  of  the  bone  became  so  thin,  that  the  doctor  said 
they  must  proceed  no  further  with  that  leg.  The  other  leg 
was  then  rasped  in  a similar  manner,  and  thus  large  wounds 
were  produced  in  both  of  the  shin  bones.  The  surfaces  gra- 
nulated very  kindly,  and  very  little  exfoliation  of  the  bones 
took  place;  but,  unluckily,  the  granulations  teot/W form  bone, 
so  that  up  jumpefl  the  bones  of  the  shin  again.  The  doctor, 
however,  was  not  to  be  defeated,  and  accordingly  put  a layer  of 
arsenic  over  the  whole  surface.  It  was  in  consequence  of  the 
effects  of  this  application  that  1 saw  the  patient.  The  arsenic 
was  absorbed  into  the  system,  and  he  became  paralytic  in  his 
arms  and  lower  extremities.  A great  number  of  exfoliations 
took  place  iti  his  legs ; and  he  showed  me  a large  box,  in 
which  the  exfoliated  portions  of  bone  were  contained.  I re- 
commended him  to  go  into  the  country,  and  he  went  to  Bath, 
where  he  staid  for  some  time,  and  got  rid  of  his  paralysis. 
This  case  made  a good  deal  of  noise  in  town  ; and  there  were 
some  surgeons  who  expressed  a strong  wish  to  prosecute  the 
doctor.  1 recommended  them,  however,  not  to  take  any  steps 
until  I had  seen  the  patient  himself ; and  when  he  next  came 
to  me,  I asked  him  whether  he  thought  his  legs  improved,  and 
w'hether  he  would  again  undergo  the  same  operation,  at  a 
similar  hazard  of  his  life,  to  have  his  legs  made  a little 
straighter  ? He  replied  that  he  would  ; and  under  these  cir- 
cumstances I was  of  opinion  that,  as  the  young  man  was  con- 
tent, it  was  a folly  to  think  of  prosecuting  the  doctor.  The 
patient,  in  this  case,  appeared  to  be  as  great  a fool  as  the 
doctor  whom  he  consulted,  and  deserved  to  be  punished  for 
his  folly.  1 have  no  wish  to  injure  individuals ; and  I shall 
not,  therefore,  mention  the  name  of  the  operator.  Some  time 
has  elapsed  since  the  case  occurred,  and  the  transaction  is 
now  almost  buried  in  oblivion.  One  of  the  parties  is  since 
dead  ; not  the  person,  how'ever,  who  underwent  the  operation, 
for-  he  still  lives,  and  is  proud  of  his  improved  legs. 

Opium,  when  applied  to  the  surfaces  of  sores,  is  very  rea- 
dily absorbed  into  the  system.  I believe  that  it  is  often  a very 
useful  application  to  the  surfaces  of  sores.  I mentioned,  on 
another  occasion,  a case  in  which  a tetanic  affection  was  pro- 
duced in  a child,  whose  leg  had  been  amputated  by  Mr.  Luca.* 
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the  present  surgeon  of  Guy’s  and  where  the  application  of 
opium  to  the  stump  gave  more  immediate  relief  than  I ever 
remember  to  have  witnessed.  It  relieved  the  spasms,  and,  as 
I believe,  saved  the  child.  If  opium,  applied  to  the  surface  of 
sores,  be  absorbed  into  the  system,  it  produces  excessive  cos- 
tivencss,  extreme  pain  in  the  head,  and  torpor  of  the  system, 
which  is  only  to  be  removed  by  the  frequent  administration 
of  active  purgatives.  The  effects  on  the  constitution,  when 
absorbed  from  the  surface  of  sores,  are  very  much  the  same 
as  when  it  is  introduced  into  the  stomach. 

Granulations  possess  nerves  as  well  as  arteries,  veins,  and 
absorbent  vessels.  Granulations  are  sometimes  extremely 
sensitive ; but  this  is  far  from  being  the  case  in  all  granula- 
tions. We  shudder  at  seeing  a person  handle  a sore  roughly, 
supposing  that  it  must  give  the  patient  extreme  pain.  Gra- 
nulations which  spring  from  j^arts  endued  with  great  sensibi- 
lity, such  as  muscles,  are  indeed  extremely  sensitive ; but 
many  granulations,  such,  for  instance,  as  arise  from  bones, 
have  no  sensibility  whatever.  If  ulceration  be  produced  to.  a 
considerable  extent  in  an  exposed  bone  of  the  head,  a probe 
may  be  put  into  it,  while  the  patient  is  quite  insensible  of 
your  touching  his  head.  If  you  do  this  in  the  granulations 
arising  from  bones,  and  ask  the  patient  whether  you  have 
touched  him,  he  will  say,  “ No  but  if  you  apply  the  probe 
to  the  edge,  or  near  the  edge  of  the  wound,  lie  will  feel  it. 
Granulations,  therefore,  springing  from  bone  in  an  uninflamed 
state  of  the  bone,  are  not  sensitive.  Granulations,  however, 
which  spring  from  the  cancellated  structure  of  the  bone,  are, 
sometimes,  extremely  sensitive.  I have,  at  present  a patient 
who  had  a compound  fracture  of  the  leg  : the  fracture  was 
attended  with  abscess,  and  a small  exfoliation  of  the  bone 
took  place.  In  this  case,  when  a probe  was  put  down  into 
the  cavity,  the  granulations  from  the  cancellated  structure  of 
the  bone  were  extremely  sensitive.  When  the  inflammation 
passes  away,  the  sensibility  of  the  part  is  diminished.  The 
same  thing  happens  with  respect  to  granulations  springing 
from  tendons,  (as  the  tendo  achillis,  for  instance,)  which  are 
entirely  insensible.  So  granulations  arising  from  fascia,  and 
the  aponeurosis  of  muscles  are  endued  with  little  sensibility. 
In  general,  therefore,  although  granulations  springing  from 
parts  of  great  sensibility  are  sometimes  exquisitely  sensitive, 
those  arising  from  parts  in  a great  degree  insensible,  or  en- 
tirely so,  as  tendons,  are  not  sensitive  ; a circumstance  which 
you  cannot  at  any  time  go  round  a large  hospital  without 
having  an  opportunity  of  witne.ssing. 

Granulations  are  very  readily  united  to  each  other.  The 
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inode  in  vvliicli  union  i.s  effected,  is,  by  bringing  tlie  edges  of 
the  two  granulating  surfaces  together,  so  as  to  produce  the 
adhesive  process.  The  surface  of  the  granulations  will  be 
covered  by  adhesive  matter,  and  you  have  only  to  apply  the 
twosurfaces  to  each  other  to  produce  an  union.  The  knowledge 
of  this  princi])le  is  very  often  useful  in  the  practice  of  surgery. 
A mail  has  a considerable  portion  of  the  scalp  raised  from  the 
skull,  and  the  pericranium  throws  out  granulations,  whilst  the 
raised  portion  of  scalp  is  also  granulating.  Instead  of  wait- 
ing for  the  tedious  jirocess  of  the  union  of  both  surfaces,  by 
granulations  filling  the  cavity,  you  have  only  to  place  one  por- 
tion of  the  granulations  upon  the  other,  bind  them  well  down 
with  adhesive  plaster,  and  they  will  be  sure  to  inosculate.  In 
this  inauner,  a surface,  which  it  would  otherwise  have  taken 
a long  time  to  close,  will  be  healed  in  a few  days.  The  cavity 
of  tlie  scrotum,  after  removal  of  the  testicles,  is  often  covered 
with  a great  iiuinber  of  granulations,  by  bringing  tiie  surfaces 
of  which  together  with  adhesive  plaster,  a wound,  which 
would  otherwise  require  weeks  in  healing,  will  be  healed  in  a 
very  short  time.  It  was  upon  this  principle,  namely,  that  of 
bringing  together  the  granulating  surfaces,  that  Mr.  Baynton 
proceeded  with  so  much  success  in  the  treatment  of  ulcers ; 
so  tliat  our  hospitals  are  now  much  less  filled  than  they  for- 
merly were  with  those  opprobria  of  our  art. 

'file  next  subject  to  which  I shall  direct  your  attention  is 
the  closing  of  sores  by  cicatrization. 

The  formation  of  the  new  skin  with  which  a sore  is  covered 
ova-  is  called  cicatrization,  which  is  produced  in  the  following 
manner: — The  vessels  at  the  edge  of  the  skin  form  granula- 
tions, and  these  granulations  unite  with  the  granulations  of 
the  surface  of  the  sore.  The  granulations  produced  from  the 
edge  proceed  towards  the  centre,  and  those  on  the  edge  inos- 
culate with  those  on  the  surface  of  the  sore,  and  are  united 
by  the  adhesive  process.  The  vessels  become  elongated  from 
the  edge  of  the  sore,  and  proceed  in  radii  from  the  circum- 
fei’ence  to  the  centre.  Day  after  day  an  addition  is  thus  made 
to  the  cicatrix,  until  at  last  the  vessels  reach  the  centre  from 
every  part  of  the  circumference;  when  the  process  of  cica- 
trization is  completed.  It  may  be  said  by  some  persons,  that 
this  is  not  the  only  mode  which  Nature  takes  for  the  formation 
of  new  skin,  for  that  it  often  happens  that  the  process  of  cica- 
trization commences  from  the  centre  of  the  sore.  If  these  per- 
sons mean  to  say  that  insulated  portions  of  the  skin  are  some- 
times seen  in  the  centre  of  a sore,  having  no  communication 
with  its  edges,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  fact.  But  how  does 
this  happen  It  is  not  tliat  the  centre  of  the  sore  has  the 
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power  of  forming  new  skin,  but  the  new  skin  in  the  centre  is 
produced  in  consequence  of  the  whole  of  the  skin  not  having 
been  ulcerated  away,  and  granulations  arising  from  the  part 
of  the  skin  which  was  left.  This  only  happens  in  irregularly- 
formed  sores,  where  the  healing  process  is  gone  on  to  the 
centre,  and  then  the  sore  has  broken  out  in  the  circumfer- 
ence. If  granulations  arise  from  any  portion  of  skin  in  the 
centre,  these  granulations  produce  new  skin,  and  an  insulated 
portion  of  skin  is  produced,  forming  a part  of  the  cicatrix^ 
which  is  not  afterwards  ulcerated  away. 

When  a cicatrix  is  formed,  in  the  first  instance  it  is  ex- 
tremely vascular ; but  when  it  has  existed  for  any  length  of 
time,  the  blood-vessels  become  contracted,  and  it  is  whiter 
than  the  original  skin.  Hence  the  white  appearance  of  the 
cicatrices  after  small-pox  ; for,  although  they  are  more  vas- 
cular than  the  original  skin,  when  first  formed,  in  a little  time 
they  lose  this  vascularity,  and  are  endued  with  less  living 
power  than  the  surrounding  parts. 

The  readiness  with  which  the  surface  of  a sore  is  covered 
in  by  cicatrization  depends  very  much  on  its  form.  A sore  of 
a circular  fonu  requires  a very  considerable  time  before  it  will 
heal ; whereas  a sore  of  much  greater  length,  but  of  less 
diameter,  will  heal  more  quickly.  You  may  always  pronounce, 
therefore,  tliat  a round  sore  will  be  longer  in  healing  than  a 
longitudinal  one,  cateris  paribus,  as,  for  example,  in  the  .same 
patient,  where  the  constitution  is  the  same.  'I'he  reason  is, 
that  the  vessels  have  to  elongate  much  less  from  the  edge  to 
the  centre  in  a longitudinal  than  in  a circular  soie.  'The  form, 
therefore,  has  an  influence  on  the  readiness  with  which  cica- 
trization takes  place.  Sores  are  very  often  difficult  to  heal, 
from  their  situation.  Thus,  if  a sore  be  situated  at  the  back 
of  the  leg,  there  will  often  be  great  difficulty  in  healing  it. 
Indeed,  such  a sore  can  only  be  healed  by  raising  the  heel, 
and  so  loosening  the  skin,  in  order  to  give  it  a power  of  being 
drawn  in,  to  form  a new  cicatrix.  By  this  means  the  vessels 
are  more  readily  elongated,  and  continually  draw  the  skin 
nearer  the  centre  of  the  sore.  It  appears,  then,  that  the  form 
and  situation  of  the  sore  have  a very  considerable  influence  on 
th?  healing  power. 

Here  is  a model  in  plaster,  on  the  table,  representing  the 
case  of  a patient  who  had  been  severely  burnt,  and  in  which 
extensive  deformity  had  supervened  on  the  cicatrization  of  the 
wounds.  'I'he  chin  had  become  united  to  the  breast,  the  arms 
to  the  sides,  and  the  upper  arm  to  the  fore-arm. 

Now,  in  looking  at  a case  like  this,  some  of  you  might  be 
induced  to  exclaim,  How  abominably  inattentive  must  the 
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medical  man  liave  been  who  had  the  care  of  tliis  patient,  for 
all  these  consequences  might  have  been  prevented  ? If  you 
said  this,  your  censure  would  he  culpable  ; you  have  no  right 
to  say  so ; for  it  is  a case  that  may  happen  to  any  of  you. 
Deformities  of  this  kind  generally  arise  after  the  process  of 
healing  is  com|)leted  ; they  are  the  elfects  of  the  contraction 
of  the  cicatrices,  and  not  of  the  contraction  of  the  skin  at  the 
time  of  the  accident.  Here  the  skin  is  contracted  so  as  to  pull 
down  the  chin,  and  evert  the  lip,  so  that  the  saliva  runs  over 
the  surface  of  the  breast,  and  is  constantly  excoriating  it.  All 
tliese  re.sults  proceed,  not  from  the  production  of  the  new 
skin,  hut  from  the  contraction  of  the  cicatrices  after  the  pro- 
duction. 1 say  this  from  having  seen,  among  many  other  cases 
of  the  kind,  the  -case  of  a child  who  was  a short  time  since 
admitted  into  Guy’s.  In  consequence  of  the  contraction  of 
the  cicatrices,  the  upper  arm  adhered  to  the  fore-arm,  and  the 
thumb  was  drawn  back  so  as  to  he  immovably  joined  to  the 
upper  arm. 

Case. — I will  mention  another  case  of  tliis  kind.  Some 
time  ago,  a young  gentleman,  who  was  playing  with  fire- 
works, happened  to  be  slightly  burnt  in  the  forehead.  His 
father,  who  was  a very  intelligent  man,  showed  considerable 
anxiety,  and  expressed  his  apprehensions  at  the  time,  that 
some  horrible  deformity  would  arise  from  this  accident ; for 
he  had  witnessed  instances  in  which  the  eyebrows  had  been 
drawn  up,  so  that  the  patient  had  no  power  of  closing  his 
eyes,  from  a similar  cause.  Granulations,  however,  very  soon 
arose  on  the  surface  of  the  forehead  ; the  sore  healed  kindly, 
and  the  father  was  delighted  to  see  what  he  supposed  to  be  the 
favourable  termination  of  the  case.  Some  time  after  this,  how- 
ever, I saw  this  gentleman,  and,  upon  inquiring  after  the  child, 
he  told  me  that  he  was  very  well,  but  that  a horrible  deformity 
had  ensued  from  the  accident:  the  eye- brows  were  drawn  up, 
the  eye-lids  elevated,  and  the  forehead  was  quite  wrinkled. 
This  took  place  a few  weeks  after  the  healing  of  the  sore,  in 
consequence  of  the  contraction  of  the  cicatrix  ; and  unfortu- 
nately this  was  a deformity  incapable  of  being  remedied  by 
any  means  which  art  could  suggest.  I have  never  seen  a case 
like  that  represented  in  the  plaster  bust  on  the  table,  whtre 
the  chin  is  united  to  the  breast,  which  was  capable  of  being 
cured.  You  may,  by  jjutting  a knife  behind  the  bridle,  and  di- 
viding it,  separate  the  chin,  to  a considerable  extent,  from  the 
breast ; but  w'batever  force  you  may  use  for  keeping  the  head 
back,  the  contraction  w'ill  ultimately  be  the  same.  There  are 
some  parts  of  the  body,  however,  in  which  deformities  of  this 
kind  may  be  removed;  as  in  cases  in  which  the  thigh  is  united 
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to  tlie  abdomen,  wliere  the  bridle  may  be  divided,  and  the 
joint  afterwards  straightened  ; but  where  the  bridle  is  broad, 
as  under  the  chin,  no  operation  will  avail. 

In  the  formation  of  cicatrices  the  original  parts  may  all  be 
reproduced,  except  two.  In  the  first  place,  new  skin,  though 
differing  somewhat  in  texture  and  smoothness,  is  still  a sub- 
stance similar  to  the  original  skin.  Skin  may  he  defined  to 
be  a substance  producing  rete  mucosum  and  cuticle.  Are  both 
produced  by  the  newly-formed  skin  f Undoubtedly.  The 
cuticle  is  produced  very  quickly,  and  with  respect  so  the  rete 
mucosum,  or  covering  matter  of  the  skin,  a little  time  elapses 
before  it  is  produced ; but  it  is  produced,  as  the  following  fact 
will  show  : — The  new  skin  of  a Negro  does  not  become  white, 
as  in  that  of  Europeans,  but  is  at  first  red,  and  after  a little 
time  turns  blacker  than  the  original  skin.  I was  struck  with 
this  in  the  other  hospital,  in  the  case  of  a Negro,  who  had 
been  a sailor  in  a privateer,  and  had  received  several  wounds 
in  different  parts  of  his  body.  I observed  that  the  cicatrices 
were  everywhere  blacker  than  the  original  skin.  We  may 
conclude,  therefore,  that  the  skin  which  is  reproduced  is  true 
skin  ; that  the  cuticle  is  very  quickly  reproduced,  and  the  rete 
mucosum  after  a short  period.  The  cellular  membrane  is  al.'-o 
reproduced,  though  it  has  at  first  the  appearance  of  a solid 
fibrous  mass,  which  requires  some  time  before  it  is  drawn 
into  the  reticular  texture,  similar  to  the  original  membrane. 
Tendons  are  very  easily  reproduced.  If  the  tendo  achillis  be 
divided  in  an  animal,  it  will  be  reproduced  in  about  a fortnight 
or  three  weeks  ; but  it  will  be  somewliat  larger  than  the  origi- 
nal tendon.  The  same  thing  takes  place  in  the  human  sub- 
ject; as  you  may  see  from  a specimen  in  our  museum  of  a 
tendo  acliillis  which  had  been  reproduced,  and  which  is  larger 
than  the  original  tendon.  Every  body  knows  that  bones  are 
reproduced;  not  only  the  shell  of  the  bone,  but  the  cancel- 
lated structure ; not  only  the  salt  or  phosphate  of  lime,  but 
the  cartilaginous  substance  in  which  it  is  deposited.  Nerves 
are  also  reproduced,  but  there  is  some  little  doubt  whether 
they  assist  at  all  in  the  restoration  of  sensation  by  anastomosis. 
Dr.  Haighton  made  an  ingenious  experiment  with  respect  to 
the  union  of  nerves.  He  divided  tlie  par  vagum,  or  eighth 
pair  of  nenes,  in  a dog,  on  one  side,  and  then  let  the  animal 
live  for  some  time ; he  then  divided  the  par  vagum  on  the  op- 
posite side,  and  after  suffering  both  nerves  to  unite,  he  then 
divided  them  at  the  same  moment,  when  the  animal  died. 

In  tic  douloureux,  after  the  operation  of  dividing  the  nerve, 
even  when  the  sensibility  of  the  part  to  which  the  nerve  was 
distributed  is  not  entirely  restored,  and  although  numbness 
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still  remains  in  the  cheek,  the  painful  sensation  usually  re- 
turns. 

Case. — An  old  gentleman,  from  Bury,  in  Suffolk,  had  un- 
dergone the  operation  of  the  division  of  the  nerve  for  tic  dou- 
loureux several  times.  When  he  came  last  to  me,  there  was 
still  a little  numbness  remaining  in  the  lip,  yet  the  pain  of  the 
tic  douloureux  was  as  great  as  ever.  I divided  the  nerve,  but 
the  operation  did  not  afford  him  the  same  relief  as  before.  He 
came  again  some  months  after,  and  wished  the  nerve  to  be 
again  divided.  The  pain  in  the  part  had  returned  to  its  former 
degree,  although  the  numbness  of  the  lip  was  much  greater 
than  before. 

The  parts  of  the  body  which  are  not  produced,  are — first, 
muscles,  in  the  case  of  a man  who  had  a scar  on  the  fore- 
arm, which  appeared  to  have  long  existed,  I found  that,  in- 
stead of  muscular  fibre  under  it,  a tendinous  structure  ha<l 
formed.  A muscle,  when  divided,  unites  by  tendon,  and  not 
by  muscle.  Secondly,  the  cartilages  of  the  ribs  unite  by  bone, 
and  not  by  cartilage.  [Sir  Astley  exhibited  to  the  class  a spe- 
cimen of  cartilage  of  the  human  rib  which  had  been  divided, 
and  in  which  ossific  union  had  taken  place.]  This,  however, 
will  depend,  in  some  measure,  on  the  age  of  the  person  ; for 
in  very  young  subjects  cartilaginous  union  will  be  produced, 
but  in  subjects  more  advanced  in  years,  the  cartilages  of  the 
ribs  invariably  unite  by  bone. 


LECTURE  XII. 


Ox  Ulcers. 

In  treating  of  this  subject,  I shall  first  describe  the  appear- 
ance of  ulcers  in  what  may  be  termed  their  healthy  state,  I 
shall  then  detail  the  several  circumstances  which  render  their 
cure  difficult,  and  proceed  to  i)oint  out  to  you  the  remedies 
which  are  found  to  be  the  most  efficacious  in  practice.  An 
ulcer  may  be  defined  to  be  a granulating  surface  secreting 
matter.  When  an  ulcer  is  in  a perfectly  healthy  state,  the  ap- 
pearances which  it  exhibits  are  as  follows  : — The  granulations 
are  florid  ; their  blood-vessels  possess  a considerable  quantity 
of  arterial  blood,  and  the  freedom  of  circulation  produces  this 
florid  appearance.  The  granulations  arc  equal  on  the  surface 
of  the  sore,  rising  a little  above  the  edges  ; for  it  is  necessary, 
in  order  that  a sore  .should  heal  kindly,  that  the  surface  of  the 
ulcer  should  be  a little  more  elevated  than  the  surrounding 
skin.  The  surface  of  the  sore  secretes  matter  which  has  a 
milky  appearance,  or  rather  the  appearance  of  cream.  The 


ON  ULCERS. 


81 


cd:<e  is  whitisli  in  colour,  and  adapts  itself  to  the  surface.  In 
this  maiiuer  the  granulations  springing  from  the  surrounding 
skin  are  very  nicely  ada|)ted  to  the  circumference  of  the  sore, 
so  that  the  granulations  of  the  edge  unite  with  those  on  the 
surface.  When,  therefore,  you  see  the  surface  of  an  ulcer 
red,  the  granulations  equal,  the  surface  rising  a little  above 
tlie  edge,  the  discharge  of  matter  healthy,  and  the  edge  of  tl)e 
sore  nicely  adapted  to  the  surface,  you  will  say  that  this  ulcer 
is  in  a healthy  state.  In  order  to  produce  this  state  of  the 
sore,  the  best  practice  which  you  can  generally  pursue  is  to 
apply  poultices  and  plasters. 

When  you  open  an  abscess,  or  when  a wound  is  produced 
which  cannot  be  healed  by  the  adhesive  process,  the  best  ap- 
plication is  a poultice,  for  the  purpose  of  exciting  the  growth 
of  granulations.  This  poultice  must  not  be  too  warm  ; it 
should  be  gently  stimulating,  so  as  not  to  I'epress  the  growtii 
of  granulations,  but  to  form  a soft  bed  to  which  they  may 
spring.  The  effect  of  the  poultice  is,  by  its  warmth  and 
moisture,  to  encourage  such  a degree  of  action  as  may  pro- 
mote the  rising  of  the  granulations.  When  the  granulations 
have  risen  to  the  edge  of  the  sore,  then  the  practice  must  be 
altered  ; and  the  object  is  to  adapt  the  granulations  of  the  edge 
to  those  of  the  surface.  For  this  purpose  adhesive  plaster  or 
unctuous  substances  are  employed,  with  a view  of  pressing 
down  the  granulations  of  the  edge  of  the  sore  on  those  of  the 
surface,  so  as  to  make  them  unite.  These  are  the  principles  of 
treatment  in  the  cure  of  ulcers.  We  first  encourage  the  growth 
of  granulations  by  the  application  of  the  gentle  stimulus  of 
poultices,  and  when  the  granulations  have  risen  to  the  edge  of 
the  hurroundiug  skin,  we  press  down  the  granulations  of  the 
edge  on  those  of  the  surface,  either  by  the  application  of  ad- 
hesive plasters,  or  of  unctuous  substances.  The  more  unctu- 
ous such  substances  are  the  better ; for  the  vessels  will  have  a 
greater  facility  in  shooting  towards  the  centre,  and  the  granu- 
lations embedded  in  this  unctuous  matter  will  more  readily 
extend  along  the  surface  of  the  sore. 

Such  are  the  principles  of  treatment  applicable  to  ulcers  in 
the  healthy  state  ; we  shall  now  proceed  to  consider  the  im- 
pediments to  the  liealing  process  which  frequently  occur,  and 
which  render  a different  mode  of  treatment  necessary. 

'I'he  first  circumstance  which  renders  the  cure  of  ulcers  diffi- 
cult, is  the  too  prominent  state  of  the  granulations,  producing 
what  is  vulgarly  called  proud  flesh.  In  this  state,  tlic  granu- 
lations rising  considerably  above  the  edge  of  the  surrounding 
»kiu,  are  nece.ssarily  prevented  from  uniting  w'ith  those  of  the 
surface.  In  order  to  prevent  the  continuance  of  this  state  of 
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the  sore,  the  common  treatment  is  to  apply  dry  lint  to  the 
centre  of  the  sore,  and  some  unctuous  substance  to  the  edges. 
Tlie  lint,  by  its  pressure,  prevents  the  growth  of  granulations 
in  the  centre,  while  the  unctuous  substance  allows  the  granu- 
lations on  the  edge  to  proceed  and  inosculate  with  those  on 
the  surface  of  the  sore.  The  lint  should  not  be  applied  to  the 
edge  of  the  sore,  for  if  it  be,  the  granulations  will  be  prevented 
from  proceeding  towards  the  centre  of  the  sore.  Tlie  nitrate 
of  silver,  and  the  sulphate  of  copper,  are  employed  for  the 
purpose  of  destroying  luxuriant  granulations  near  the  edges  of 
the  sore.  Here  our  practice  is  just  reversed.  Lint  is  applied  to 
the  centre  of  the  sore,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  down  the 
granulations  on  the  surface  ; whereas  the  caustic  is  applied  for 
the  purpose  of  keeping  down  the  granulations  which  are  nearest 
the  edge  of  the  sore.  In  this  way  we  promote  the  healing  of 
the  sore,  forming  a little  circle  by  the  caustic  from  day  to  day 
until  we  arrive  at  the  centre.  Adhesive  plaster  is  used  with 
the  same  intention,  viz.,  that  of  keeping  down  the  granula- 
tions. The  common  adhesive  plaster  is,  however,  too  stimu- 
lating for  this  purpose  ; a plaster,  composed  of  equal  parts  of 
tlie  emplastrum  thuris  compositum,  and  the  emplastrum  sa- 
ponis,  is  a much  better  plaster  to  promote  the  healing  of 
ulcers  than  the  common  adhesive  plaster.  This  is  a point 
deserving  attention ; because,  if  the  application  be  of  so  stimu- 
lating a nature  as  to  excite  inflammation  and  excoriate  the 
.^kin,  we  are  often  under  the  necessity  of  leaving  off  the  adhe- 
sive plaster.  It  sometimes  happens,  that  the  action  is  so  great 
as  to  oblige  us  to  apply  a sheet  of  lead  to  the  surface  of  the 
sore  ; when  this  is  necessary,  you  may  apply  a piece  of  lint 
covered  with  the  ceratum  cetacei,  over  these  a piece  of  sheet 
lead,  and  round  the  whole  a roller  should  be  passed  of  about 
five  yards  in  length.  These  are  the  various  modes  of  treat- 
ment in  this  state  of  the  sore. 

The  next  circumstance  to  which  we  shall  advert,  as  giving 
rise  to  difficulty  in  the  treatment  of  ulcers,  is  a languid  state 
of  the  sore,  in  which  its  action  is  too  slight.  What  is  the  cha- 
racter of  such  a sore  ? You  may  know  that  a sore  is  in  this 
state,  by  the  glossy  and  semi-transparent  appearance  of  the 
granulations ; instead  of  the  florid  hue  which  characterizes 
granulations  in  their  healthy  state,  a considerable  portion  of 
them  is  bloodless.  The  fact  is,  that  the  vessels  near  the  sur- 
rounding parts  have  not  sufficient  power  to  throw  the  blood  to 
the  extremities  of  the  granulations.  To  remove  this  glossy  ap- 
pearance, and  produce  a healthy  state  of  the  sore,  the  applica- 
tion most  commonly  used  isthe  unguentum  hydrargyri  nitrico- 
oxidi.  This  is  a strong  stimulating  application,  which  occa- 
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sioDS  a determmation  of  blood  to  the  part,  and  produces  a 
florid  redness  in  the  granulations,  instead  of  the  semi-transpa- 
rent appearance  which  they  assume  in  the  languid  state  of  the 
sore,  it  produces,  however,  a white  appearance  in  the  edge 
of  the  sore,  arising  from  the  thickened  state  of  the  cuticle, 
which  prevents  the  growth  of  the  granulations  on  the  edge. 
This  may  be  corrected  by  the  application  of  the  unguentum 
hydrargyri  fortius  to  the  edge  of  the  sore.  Lotions  are  fre- 
quently applied  with  the  same  view  ; such  as  the  sulphate  of 
zinc,  in  the  proportion  of  two  grains  to  one  ounce  of  water  ; 
or  the  sulphate  of  copper,  in  the  proportion  of  one  grain  to 
three  ounces  of  w’ater.  The  oxymuriate  of  mercury,  and  the 
liquor  calcis,  are  also  used  for  the  same  purpose.  In  addition 
to  these  applications,  it  will  be  necessary  to  bind  up  the  sore 
with  a roller,  and  to  allow  the  patient  to  take  a great  deal  of 
exercise ; for  without  exercise,  a healing  disposition  will  not 
be  produced  in  the  sore. 

It  will  be  highly  useful  in  these  cases  to  employ  some  stimu- 
lating plaster,  such  as  the  emplastrum  galbanicompositum,  for 
the  adhesive  plaster  will  not  answer  the  purpose  : the  sores- 
are  languid,  and  the  object  is  to  increase  the  action  in  the 
part  ; this  will  be  greatly  assisted  by  giving  the  patient  a nu- 
tritious diet,  allowing  him  at  the  same  time  to  take  exercise, 
and,  in  fact,  by  doing  every  thing  to  improve  the  constitution. 

Well,  the  next  stage  of  ulcers  we  come  to,  is  that  to  be  met 
with  in  patients  on  their  admission  into  the  hospitals.  When 
the  surgeon  goes  round  the  hospital  on  the  first  day  after  the 
taking  in,  he  will  meet  with  a number  of  persons  with  inflamed 
ulcers  on  their  legs  ; and  what,  I ask  of  you,  is  the  character 
of  these  sores  ? You  know  that  there  is  a serous  discharge  from 
these  wounds,  a bloody  ichor,  composed  of  serum  and  the  red 
particles  of  the  blood — a disposition  in  many  cases,  to  slough 
— that  the  surface  is  covered  with  a brown  incrustation,  and 
the  skin  and  surrounding  parts  are  highly  inflamed.  Well, 
then,  you  will  find  that  the  same  treatment  which  is  applicable 
to  inflammation  in  general,  will  be  of  service  in  these  cases, 
where  inflammation  has  been  kept  up  for  a long  time  to  a high 
degree.  Rest  must  be  enjoined  : the  patient  must  also  keep  in 
bed  in  the  recumbent  posture.  Fomentations  and  poultices 
must  be  employed  ; fomentations  will  tend  to  produce  a secre- 
tion from  the  part ; and  poultices,  by  their  soothing  quality, 
to  promote  the  growth  of  granulation  ; both  will  evacuate  the 
matter  from  the  wounds.  Then,  with  these  applications,  the 
vessels  begin  to  form,  the  sore  assumes  a better  a])pcarance, 
healthy  secretions  are  thrown  out,  and  granulations  shoot  npi; 
fibrous  matter  is  deposited,  and  in  a little  time  you  will  have 
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the  skin  covering  the  wound.  Fomentations,  poultices,  rest, 
and  the  recumbent  posture,  must  be  enjoined,  and  tlie  patient 
must  be  purged.  The  best  cathartic  that  you  can  administer 
is  calomel  and  compound  extract  of  colocynth,  five  grains  of 
each  at  bed-time  and  a draught  of  the  infusion  of  senna  and 
sulphate  of  magnesia  on  the  following  morning.  By  this  plan 
you  will  do  more  to  subdue  the  inflammation  tlian  by  any  other 
i know.  If  the  part  in  the  neighbourhood  be  much  inflamed, 
leeches  had  better  be  applied  near  the  circumference  of  the 
ulcer  ; with  this  treatment,  in  a very  few  days  granulations 
will  spring  up,  pus  will  be  secreted,  and  the  surrounding  edges 
will  assume  a healthy  appearance.  Without,  however,  attend- 
ing to  the  constitutional  treatment,  all  your  local  applications 
will  be  of  very  little  avail. 

Gangrenous  Ulcers. — This  kind  of  ulcer  you  will  very  fre- 
quently see  in  a man  who  has  been  in  poverty  and  distress  for 
a long  time  going-up  and  down  the  streets  of  London,  looking 
out  for  an  asylum  where  he  may  rest  his  head ; this  person 
comes  to  the  hospital,  at  last,  in  a reduced  and  emaciated 
state.  When  you  see  a wound  of  this  description,  you  will 
know  it  by  the  surface  being  perfectly  free  from  discharge  ; the 
surrounding  edges  of  a livid  appearance,  with  small  vesicles  or 
blistered  spots  on  them  ; ami  the  patient  sulfering  much  from 
irritative  fever.  Seeing  this  state  of  the  wound,  then,  you  en- 
join the  patient  the  recumbent  posture,  which  is  essentially 
necessary  to  promote  the  separation  of  the  dead  jtarts.  The 
principle  of  treatment  in  these  cases  is  to  produce  a very 
slight  increased  action  in  the  part.  Sometimes  when  the 
action  is  excessive,  you  must,  on  the  contrary,  soothe  the 
part both  will  be  sometimes  good.  When  there  is  debility 
of  the  part,  a slight  stimulus  should  be  cm|)loyed  : but  when 
there  is  excessive  action,  it  is  to  be  avoided. 

The  best  application  that  I know  for  producing  a slight  sti-- 
niulus  and  checking  gangrene  of  the  part,  is  the  nitric  acid  ; 
there  is  none  equal  to  this  : fifty  drops  of  it  to  a quart  of  dis- 
tilled water,  will  be  found  a most  useful  remedy.  'I'he  acid 
may  be  increased  to  a drachm ; this  may  be  done  or  not,  just 
as  it  may  give  pain  to  the  part ; but,  generally  the  average 
quantity  is  fifty  drops.  I have  seen,  in  a short  time  after  this 
application,  a quick  separation  of  the  parts  from  sloughing,  to 
which  there  is  always  a tendency ; and  healthy  granulations 
spring  up,  being,  as  the  chemists  would  call  them,  oxyge- 
nated; that  is  to  say,  the  carbon  being  thrown  off  from  the 
arterial  blood  in  the  vessels  with  which  they  are  supplied. 
Here  the  granulations  are  of  a beautiful  florid  red  ; this,  then, 
is  a most  useful  remedy. 


ON  ULCERS. 


85 


Oiled  silk  should  be  applied  to  the  wound,  so  as  to  prevent 
Uie  smell  arising  from  the  parts  tainting  the  room  ; for  it  is 
always  considerable  when  the  process  of  sloughing  is  taking 
place,  and  granulations  arearising;  an  advantage,  though  a 
slight  one,  compared  with  the  others,  in  the  use  of  the  nitric 
acid,  is,  that  the  offensive  smell  is  nearly  taken  away  by  it,  the 
sulphuretted  hydrogen  is  destroyed.  Another  very  good  appli- 
cation to  sores  of  this  kind  is  nitre,  in  the  proportion  of  one 
drachm  to  a pint  of  water;  this  agrees  very  well  with  the  sore, 
and  has  the  same  effect,  though  in  a diminished  degree.  It 
appears  that  all  the  combiuations  of  the  nitric  acid  are  good. 
Sulphuric  acid  is  of  use  also  in  these  cases,  si.K  drops  of  the 
acid  to  an  ounce  of  water.  The  muriatic  acid  has  not  the  same 
effect  as  the  other  two.  If  nitric  acid  be  applied  to  the  wound, 
the  granulations  will  assume  a red  and  healthy  look  ; if  the 
sulphuric  be,  they  will  have  nearly  the  same  appearance  ; hut 
if  the  muriatic  acid  be  put  to  the  wound,  it  will  be  seen  that  it 
will  have  a comparatively  slight  effect  on  the  granulations, 
and,  therefore,  it  is  an  inferior  remedy  in  the  treatment  of 
these  wounds.  Poultices  made  of  port  wine,  porter,  dregs  of 
lees,  yeast,  a large  spoonful  of  it  to  a pint  of  meal,  may  be  all 
used.  Gentlemen,  you  must  have  recourse  to  a great  variety 
of  applications  : for,  after  you  have  tried  one,  which  at  the 
beginning  did  good,  you  will,  from  the  wound  getting  worse 
under  its  use,  be  obliged  to  change  it  for  another,  and  so  on. 
There  is  at  this  time  a girl  in  the  other  hospital  with  sloughing 
of  tire  pudendum  ; a variety  of  means  have  been  used,  all  of 
which,  at  the  outset,  relieved  her  a little  ; but  none  continued 
to  do  her  good  for  any  length  of  time,  and  she  will,  most  pro- 
bably, in  the  end,  fall  a victim  to  the  disease  : it  is  upon  this 
account  that  I mention  to  you  so  many  remedies.  Tlie  carrot- 
poultice  is  also  a very  good  application.  The  constitution  of 
the  patient  must  be  attended  to,  or  else  the  local  means  will 
do  very  little;  therefore,  local  applications  must  be  aided 
by  constitutional  remedies ; and  what  is  the.  best  medicine 
that  you  can  administer  ? — opium  and  ammonia,  gentlemen  ; 
twenty  drops  of  tincture  of  opium,  three  times  a-day,  with  ten 
grains  of  the  ammonia,  in  an  ounce  and  a half  of  camphor 
mixture,  and  a little  (one  drachm)  of  compound  tincture  of 
cardamom. 

This  is  the  medicine  which  will  agree  best  with  the  patient. 
He  must  be  well  nourislied,  or  at  least  he  must  have  as  much 
as  his  digestive  powers  will  allow ; port  wine  also  must  he 
given,  and  spirits  must  be  allowed  to  those  who  have  been  ad- 
dicted to  their  use.  By  brandy  and  opium  I have  seen  these 
sores  cured  ; in  fact,  they  are  our  sheet-anchors  in  the  treat- 
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inent  of  these  ulcers,  lint  more  of  this  in  another  lecture,  as 
1 shall  have  to  speak  of  gangrene  again. 

The  next  kind  of  ulcer  that  1 come  to  is  the  Irritable 
Ulcer. 

Tliis  sore  is  extremely  difficult  to  cure.  How  then  are  you 
to  know  it  ? When  you  find  the  granulations  most  unequal  ; 
in  some  parts  being  very  high,  in  others  very  low.  The  dis- 
charge from  the  wound  consists  of  a bloody  pus.  I do  not 
know  what  to  compare  it  to  better  (though  it  is  not  quite  so 
good)  than  strawberry  cream,  (y-/  laugh.)  It  is  pus  mixed 
witli  the  red'particles  of  blood.  This  sore  may  be  known  by  the 
inequality  of  the  granulations,  thenatnreof  the  discharge,  and 
the  great  pain  and  tenderness  in  the  part ; so  that  the  patient, 
when  touched  in  that  part,  is  like  a sensitive  plant.  As  you 
will  be  sure  to  find  considerable  difficulty  in  the  treatment  of 
these  sores,  I will  tell  you,  the  best  application  that  you  can 
make  use  of  is  one  compounded  of  the  cetaceous  ointment, 
gray  oxide  of  mercury,  and  powdered  opium  ; — 

Unguent  Cetacei 
Hydr.  Nit.  agss. 

Pulv.  Opii  5j.  i\l. 

Fiat  unguentum. 

This  must  be  spread  on  lint,  and  applied  to  the  part  twice 
a-day.  What  are  the  internal  remedies  you  ought  to  exhibit 
in  these  cases,  gentlemen  ? — calomel  and  opium  : these  are 
the  medicines  on  which  you  are  to  rely  ; a grain  and  a half  of 
calomel  aud  a grain  of  opium  morning  and  evening.  Nothing 
will  be  of  so  much  service  as  this  medicine.  It  should  not  be 
carried  so  far  as  to  produce  ptyalism,  or  to  affect  the  constitu- 
tion severely  ; but  it  should  be  given  so  as  to  restore  the  secre- 
tions, and  to  diminish  the  action  of  the  nervous  system.  The 
calomel  will  do  the  first,  and  the  opium  will  lessen  the  ner- 
vous irritability.  The  treatment  of  inflammation  has  been  im- 
proved of  late  by  calomel  and  opium.  The  effect  ofthis  medicine 
in  chronic  inflammation  may  be  seen  in  the  disease  called  iritis. 
Here  calomel  and  opium  may  be  exhibited  ; nor  should  a de- 
posit of  white  matter,  having  the  appearance  almost  of  pus, 
into  the  anterior  chamber  of  the  eye,  be  any  barrier  to  their 
use.  Give  five  grains  of  calomel  and  a grain  of  opium  night 
and  morning  ; and  in  the  space  of  a week,  if  the  eye  has  noj 
suffered  a good  deal,  or  become  disorganized,  this  remedy  will 
correct  the  inflammation.  We  use  other  aids,  such  as  the  com- 
pound decoction  of  the  sarsaparilla.  Some  think  it  a placebo; 
others  have  a very  high  opinion  of  its  efficacy.  I do  not  think 
much  of  it  myself  in  those  cases  ; but,  after  the  use  of  mer- 
cury, it  diminishes  the  irritability  of  the  constitution,  and 


ON  ULCERS.  87 

soou  soothes  the  system  into  peace.  With  this  view,  its  aid, 
combined  witli  other  remedies,  may  be  of  use. 

So  much  for  irritable  ulcers.  Before  I conclude  this  part  of 
the  subject,  however,  I will  mention  a case  which  just  occurs 
to  me  : 1 allude  to  that  of  Mr.  Lucas,  the  surgeon  of  the  other 
hospital.  That  gentleman,  in  consequence  of  having  pricked 
his  finger,  had  a very  irritable  sore,  which  obliged  him  to  go 
into  the  country,  where  he  remained  for  a considerable  time. 
The  remedy  which  he  found  most  efficacious  for  bringing  the 
sore  into  a healing  state,  was  the  application  of  a solution  of 
nitric  acid,  very  much  diluted,  and  tlie  compound  decoction  of 
sarsaparilla.  From  the  latter  he  thought  he  derived  consider- 
able benefit.  By  these  means,  and  by  attention  to  his  general 
health,  he  effected  a cure ; but  his  life  was  in  considerable 
danger,  from  the  irritable  sore  produced  by  this  apparently 
trivial  accident. 

Sinuous  Ulceration. — It  is  necessary  to  explain  here  well 
what  I mean.  Whenever,  therefore,  a sore  extends  to  any 
considerable  depth,  so  that  the  discharge  has  to  travel  through 
a channel  before  it  arrives  at  the  surface,  such  an  ulceration 
is  called  sinuous.  There  are  two  reasons  why  these  ulcera- 
tions are  difficult  to  heal  ; first,  from  matter  forming  at  the 
bottom,  forcing  its  way  through  the  passage,  and  thereby  dis- 
turbing the  healing  process,  by  breaking  down  whatever  ad- 
hesions or  granulations  form  on  its  sides;  and,  secondly,  the 
same  interruptions  occur  from  the  actions  of  the  muscles,  when 
these  ulcerations  happen  in  muscular  parts.  Thus,  if  the  heal- 
ing process  has  commenced  in  fistula  in  ano,  when  the  sides 
of  the  fistula  are  at  rest,  the  first  time  that  the  person  has  a 
motion,  the  sphincter  ani,  by  its  action,  will  destroy  all  the 
uewly-Mrmed  adhesions  and  granulations;  consequently  if 
the  sphincter  be  divided,  and  the  parts  have  rest,  granulations 
will  form,  remain  undisturbed,  and  a cure  be  the  result : this 
clearly  shows  that  the  motions  of  the  sphincter  occasioned  a 
continuance  of  the  evil.  Sometimes  in  these  cases,  for  the 
purpose  of  exciting  the  adhesive  inflammation,  injections  are 
used.  Now,  which  is  the  best  ? In  my  opinion,  tinctura 
lyttae  : it  readily  produces  inflammation;  adhesive  matter  is 
thrown  out ; you  take  care  to  keej)  the  sides  of  the  sinus  in 
contact ; and  by  these  means  the  parts  will  permanently 
coalesce.  Sinuses  of  the  rectum,  however,  are  seldom  cured 
without  an  operation  ; indeed,  I have  met  with  but  two  such 
cases  : one  was  that  of  a gentleman  who  came  from  the  north 
of  England  ; he  had  been  annoyed  by  a fistula  on  each  side  of 
the  anus,  one  of  which  was  operated  upon  by  the  late  cele- 
brated Mr.  Hey,  of  Leeds.  He  was  cured  on  that  side  by  the 
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oper:ition ; but  as  it  was  attended  witli  great  loss  of  blood,  the 
patient  was  too  much  frightened  to  be  cut  again,  and  came  to 
town  for  my  advice.  I examined  him,  and  finding  that  there 
was  considerable  space  between  the  anus  and  fistula,  1 advised 
him  not  to  submit  to  the  operation,  and  said  that  I would  try 
to  relieve  him  without  it.  1 first  injected  port  wine  and  water : 
this  did  not  answer— it  was  not  sufficiently  powerful.  I there- 
fore threw  in  port  wine  alone,  and  succeeded  in  obliterating 
the  canal.  I was  fortunate  in  this  instance ; for  I can  assure 
you  tliat  fistula  in  ano  is  seldom,  very  seldom,  completely 
cured  without  au  operation.  When  you  do  not  succeed  by 
injection,  you  may  employ  tbe  caustic  bougie.  Still  pressure 
will  be  necessary  ; and  it  is  quite  impossible  that  you  can 
succeed  without  it.  Whcti  the  fistula  is  very  deep,  it  may  he 
divided  into  two  ; or  a setou  may  be  introduced,  and  kept  in 
for  a fortnight  or  three  weeks,  with  a view  of  stimulating  the 
parts  for  the  purpose  of  filling  the  cavity  with  granulations. 


LECTURE  XIII. 


The  Subject  of  Ulcers  Continued. 

In  this  evening’s  lecture,  I shall  continue  the  subject  of  ulce- 
ration. Ulcers  are  frequently  formed  for  the  purpose  of  al- 
lowing the  discharge  of  extraneous  bodies  ; when  such  sub- 
stances become  lodged,  therefore,  in  any  part  of  the  human 
frame,  inflammation  is  excited — pus  becomes  secreted,  which, 
pressing  towards  the  surface,  ulceration  takes  place,  and  the 
extraneous  substance  is  thus  afforded  an  ojiportunity  of 
e.scaping.  Ulcers  frequently  occasion,  to  a very  considerable 
extent,  exfoliation  of  bone  ; here  you  cau  assist  nature  by  ap- 
plications which  act  chemically  on  the  parts  ; apply,  for  this 
purpose,  a lotion  comiiosed  of  muriatic  acid  and  water,  or 
nitric  acid  and  water ; this  wash  will  dissolve  the  jihnsphate 
of  lime,  or  earthy  matter  of  the  bone  ; and  by  removing  this 
inanimate  substance,  the  power  of  the  absorbents  will  be  in- 
creased, and  a quicker  separation  of  the  diseased  from  the 
healthy  parts  be  the  consequence.  The  acids,  however,  have 
not  so  great  an  influence  in  these  cases  as  you  might  be  led  to 
expect  from  what  chemical  writers  have  stated  ; still,  how- 
ever, you  will  find  them  to  be  of  use,  and  they  should  there- 
fore be  employed. 

Ulcers  which  occasionally  form  on  the  fingers  and  toes  arc 
sometimes  exceedingly  difficult  to  heal,  from  an  irritation 
caused  by  portions  of  the  nails.  Vou  may  think  this  too  trifling 
a subject  to  require  a moment’s  consideration  ; but  1 can  as- 
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sure  you  the  truth  is  far  otherwise.  A nail,  for  example,  from 
pressure  or  some  other  cause,  shoots  into  the  skin  beside  it ; 
a finicus  sprinijs  up  : the  surgeon  applies  caustic  and  destroys 
it : in  a short  time  it  rises  again  ; the  caustic  is  repeated,  and 
the  fungus  disappears ; it  speedily,  however,  returns,  and  will 
continue  to  do  so,  notwithstanding  all  his  efforts  to  the  con- 
tmry,  unless  he  remove  the  irritating  cause.  Now  this  cause 
is  the  projecting  portion  of  nail ; as  soon  as  that  is  got  rid  of, 
the  fungus  will  ce.ase  to  grow,  and  the  ulcer  immediately  heal. 
The  best  methods  to  adopt  for  the  purpose  of  radically  reliev- 
ing these  troublesome  affections  are  as  follow ; Pare  down  the 
nail  as  thin  as  you  can  without  producing  bleeding,  then  raise 
it  a little,  and  introduce  between  it  and  the  score  a small  piece 
of  lint;  in  this  way  the  irritating  cause  may  generally  be  re- 
inwed.  It  sometimes  happens,  however,  that  the  sore  is  so 
exceedingly  irritable,  that  even  lint  cannot  be  lodged  on  its 
surface  without  producing  great  increase  of  inflammation  and 
pain  ; in  such  cases  what  1 do  is  this  : — with  a pair  of  scissors 
I slit  up  the  nail  on  that  side  where  the  disease  exists,  and 
then  with  a pair  of  forceps  turn  back  and  completely  remove 
the  divided  portion.  This  is  a very  painful  operation  certainly, 
but  I have  kno\vn  persons  get  well  by  this  treatment  in  ten 
days,  where  the  complaint  had  for  mouths  resisted  every  other. 
The  applications  to  be  used  after  the  operation  are  of  little 
importance;  poultices  are  the  best,  and  these  will  be  required 
but  for  a very  limited  period  ; for  the  irritating  cause  having 
been  removed,  the  fungus  will  soon  disappear.  The  next  best 
{dan  to  be  adopted,  for  curing  these  cases,  is  the  application  of 
a blister^  this  brings  away  the  cuticle,  and  often  the  nail  along 
with  it.  The  most  lenient  method  is  the  one  first  mentioned, 
vir,.,  the  introduction  of  a piece  of  lint.  IMr.  Hunter,  in  al- 
luding to  this  disease,  said  that  the  parts  were  not  in  a state  of 
harmony.  This  is  very  true,  and  a very  proper  expression ; he 
also  applied  it  to  those  cases  where  a disease  in  the  gland  pro- 
ducing the  nail,  causes  the  nail  to  turn  black  ; such  affections 
are  not  uncommon,  and  are  often  thought  to  be  syphilitic, 
and  I have  frequently  known  persons, salivated  in  consequence. 
This  opinion,  however,  is  perfectly  erroneous.  You  must 
wash  the  sore  with  liq.  calcis  and  calomel,  and  administer  the 
pil.  hydr.  submur.  comp,  and  decoct,  sarsse. 

Sometimes,  in  these  causes,  we  are  obliged  to  dissect  out  the 
gland  that  produces  the  nail ; and  though  the  operation  is  a 
most  painful  one  for  the  patient,  yet  we  are,  for  the  purpose 
of  affording  permanent  relief,  compelled  to  perform  it. 

Whitlow,  what  is  it.’  Why,  an  exceedingly  painful  swell- 
ing, teruiinating  in  an  abscess  by  the  side  of  a nail.  The  prin- 
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ciple  is  this  : tlie  matter  forms  at  first  under  the  nail,  but,  be- 
ing unable  to  force  its  way  through  that  horny  substance,  bur- 
rows under  it,  thus  producing  excessive  pain  and  irritation. 
Fungous  excrescences  often  arise  in  these  cases,  which  induce 
the  surgeon  to  apply  caustic ; this  practice  is  worse  than  use- 
less. S'ou  should,  after  fomenting  or  poulticing  the  part,  re- 
move the  loose  portion  of  nail ; this  permits  the  matter  to  es- 
cape,  and  instantaneous  relief  is  the  result. 

The  next  ulcer  that  1 shall  describe  is  the  menstrual;  I 
mean  by  this,  a sore  which  is  once  in  three  weeks  or  a month 
covered  with  blood.  This  complaint  is  connected  with  ame- 
norrhoea.  In  going  round  the  hospitals,  you  all  must  have  ob- 
served that  females  will  one  day  have  their  sores  covered  with 
pus,  and  probably  on  the  next  day  covered  with  blood.  In 
fact,  the  menstrual  ulcer  is  of  very  common  occurrence.  You 
must  wash  these  sores  with  liq.  calcis  and  calomel,  give  to  the 
patient  the  mist,  ferr.  c.  myrrh,  and  pil.  hydr.  submur.  comp., 
one  ounce  and  a half  of  the  former  twice  or  three  times  a-day  ; 
and  five  grains  of  the  latter  evei^  night  at  bed-time.  These 
medicines  will  generally  succeed  in  improving  the  state  of  the 
constitution,  by  restoring  the  defective  secretions. 

The  next  ulcers  that  I shall  describe  are  those  which  arise 
from  varicose  veins;  and  here  I shall  detain  you  for  a few 
moments,  as  the  subject  is  one  of  some  importance.  The 
veins  in  different  parts  of  the  body  often  become  varicose,  but 
those  of  the  lower  extremities  by  far  the  most  frequently  so. 
This  condition  of  the  vessels  may  arise  from  a variety  of  causes  ; 
but  the  more  immediate  one  appears  to  be  either  a thickening 
of  tke  valves,  so  that  they  are  incapable  of  approximating,  or  a 
rupture  of  the  valves;  in  either  case  the  effects  will  be  the 
same — the  blood  pressing  in  one  uninterrupted  column — the 
veins  become  distended  and  serpentine,  and  the  valves  widely 
separated  from  each  other — their  arteries,  by  their  powerful  at- 
tempts to  return  the  blood  to  the  part,  soon  excites  inflamma- 
tion, and  ulceration  quickly  supervenes.  What  are  the  com- 
mon effects  produced  here  by  the  first  desquamation  of  the  cu- 
ticle ? Why  the  whole  surface  covering  the  diseased  veins  is 
formed  into  a crust,  under  which  a quantity  of  serum  is  se- 
creted. The  first  thing  to  be  attended  to  in  these  cases  is  the 
recumbent  posture  ; in  fact  this  position  is  indispensable ; you 
can  do  nothing  without  it.  Lint  wetted  by  the  mercurial 
wash  should  be  laid  on  the  ulcei'.s — oiled  silk  over  these,  and 
then  the  limb  should  be  well  and  regularly  bandaged,  begin- 
ning at  the  foot.  The  bandage  alio  ws  the  valves  to  recover  their 
lost  action,  and  consequently  will  be  found  to  be  highly  useful. 
Another  great  benefit  is  derived  in  these  cases  from  opening 
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the  veins  ; indeed,  they  are  so  distended,  that  they  may  more 
properly  be  termed  lakes  than  rivulets.  If  yon  do  not  open 
the  vessels,  you  will  find  considerable  difficulty  in  the  pro- 
gress of  cure.  The  best  plan  that  you  can  adopt  is  to  punc- 
ture them  by  means  of  a lancet,  twice  in  the  course  of  every 
week  as  long  as  you  think  they  require  it ; let  the  bandage  be 
afterwards  applied,  and  the  parts  kept  wet  by  means  of  eva- 
porating lotion.  No  danger  whatever  attends  the  opening  of 
these  veins,  and  very  great  relief  will  be  afforded  by  it.  If  the 
punctures,  however,  at  any  time  should  not  unite,  but  fret 
into  ulcers,  you  must  apply  to  them  the  liq.  calcis  and  calomel. 
It  often  happens  that  persons,  who,  for  any  length  of  time,  have 
had  the  veins  of  their  lower  extremities  in  a varicose  state, 
null  find  at  night  a great  quantity  of  blood  in  their  shoes  ; the 
crust  before  alluded  to  coming  off  is  the  cause  of  the  hemor- 
rhage. Upon  being  called  to  a patient  so  situated,  you  put 
him  in  the  recumbent  posture,  apply  a bandage,  wet  tlie  part 
constantly,  either  with  the  spirit  wash  or  cold  water,  and  in 
all  probability  you  will  soon  ‘get  rid  of  the  disease  altogether. 

Pregnancy  is  a frequent  cause  of  varicose  veins  ; so  also  is 
obesity. 

It  was  formerly  the  practice,  when  the  veins  were  in  a vari- 
cose state,  to  tie  and  divide  them.  This  plan  is  still  pursued 
by  many  surgeons  ; but  it  is  one,  gentlemen,  that  I have  de- 
precated in  my  lectures  in  this  theatre  for  the  last  eight  or 
nine  years  : it  is  bad  treatment,  very  injudicious,  and  fraught 
with  great  danger ; therefore,  let  me  exhort  you  never  to  sanc- 
tion it.  I have  seen  this  operation  prove  fatal  in  two  instances 
in  these  hospitals  ; therefore  I was  induced  to  say  that  it  did 
not  succeed,  and  have  for  years  spoken  againt  it.  A gentle- 
man of  Nottingham  informed  me,  that  he  had  tied  the  vena 
saphena,  for  a varicose  state  of  the  veins  of  the  leg  in  a young 
farmer,  in  other  respects  healthy,  and  the  operation  proved 
fatal.  The  same  lamentable  catastrophe  occurred  to  a most 
respectable  practitioner  at  Brentford  ; and  both  these  gentle- 
men told  me,  that  they  would  not  again  perform  the  operation 
for  the  world.'  If  I were  to  tell  you  all  the  cases  in  which  I 
have  known  it  terminate  fatally,  I should  recount  at  least  a 
dozen.  Another  overtvhelming  objection  to  the  operation  is, 
that  when  it  does  not  prove  fatal,  its  ultimate  effects  are  per- 
fectly nugatory.  If  I were  asked  which  of  the  following  ope- 
rations I would  rather  hav’e  performed  u|)on  myself,  viz.,  the 
saphena  major  vein,  or  the  femoral  artery  tied,  1 certainly 
.should  choose  the  latter.  'When  au  artery  is  tied,  the  inflam- 
mation is  above  the  ligature,  but  in  a vein  it  is  below  ; in  this 
case,  the  vessel  becomes  terribly  distended,  the  inflammation 
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uncommonly  severe,  and  eitlier  extensive  supj)uration,  niorti- 
ficiuion,  or  death,  the  resiilt. 

Mr.  Travers  lias  written  an  admirable  essay  on  thi.s  subject, 
which  well  deserves  your  attentive  perusal. 

Ulcers  are  sometimes  occurrini?  in  the  cellular  membrane, 
forming  what  we  call  chronic  carbuncles. 

When  the  constitution  is  impaired,  from  whatever  cause,  it 
frequently  happens  that  small  swellings  will  form  under  the 
skin.  At  first  they  are  red  ; then  turn  purple ; and  ultimately 
slough.  'I'he  ulcerative  process  is  slow  in  those  case.s.  A 
white  substance  will  soon  lie  perceived  at  the  bottom  of  the 
sore,  and  as  soon  as  this  comes  away,  healthy  granulations 
will  rapidly  form,  and  the  wound  become  healed.  Constitu- 
tional treatn'ient,  however,  in  these  cases,  must  not  be  for- 
gotten ; for  unless  you  improve  the  general  health,  the  ulcers 
will  not  get  well.  You  should  administer  aperients,  such  as 
the  infusion  of  sei^na,  Epsom  salts,  &c.,  and  give  alteratives — 
the  Plummer’s  pill  will  be  found  the  best.  For  females, 
where  great  general  debility  has  given  rise  to  the  formation  of 
these  sores,  no  medicine  can  equal  in  power  the  carbonate  of 
ammonia.  I shall  have  frequent  occasion  to  allude  to  this. 
I generally  give  it  in  the  following  form  : — 

Ammon.  Carb.  5ss. 

Aq.  Menth.  Virid.  3 v ss. 

'I'inct.  Cardam.  Comp.  gss. 

M.  ft.  inistura. 

If  any  one  medicine  improves  the  nervous  system  when  de- 
ranged more  than  another,  it  is  this.  I have  often  prescribed 
it  for  females  when  in  a state  of  extreme  weakness,  and  its  ef- 
fects are  truly  astonishing  : two  table-spoonfuls  of  the  mix- 
ture may  be  taken  two  or  three  times  a day.  If  the  poultices 
have  not  the  effect  of  exciting  the  granulation  process,  you 
may  wash  the  sores  with  the  liq.  calcis  and  calomel  lotion,  or 
gently  touch  their  surface  with  the  nitrate  of  silver. 

It  not  unfrequently  happens  that  the  skin  in  various  parts 
of  tlie  body  gets  into  a state  of  superficial  ulceration,  and 
without  any  evident  cause.  The  best  applications  in  these 
cases  are  the  yellow  wash  : ungt.  hydr.  nit.,  or  the  ungt.  zinci 
oxydi.  The  internal  use  of  the  oxymuriate  of  mercury  will 
likewise  be  found  particularly  beneficial  and  salutary  ; give  it 
in  tlie  formula  mentioned  to  you  in  a previous  lecture,  viz., 
in  conjunction  with  tincture  of  bark  : a small  quantity  of  this 
mixture  should  be  taken  in  a little  white  wine,  once  or  twice 
daily,  according  to  the  age  and  symptoms.  This  medicine  will 
be  found  a very  valuable  one,  when  the  above-mentioned  ul- 
cerations are  connected  with  disease  of  the  mesenteric  glands. 
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There  is  an  ulcer  often  existing  on  the  face,  called  noli  me 
tangere,  which  name  imports  nothing  more  than  that  you 
must  not  touch  it.  This  disease  has  never  been  correctly  de- 
scribed ; the  truth  is,  that  it  is  an  ulceration  of  the  glands  or 
follicles  of  the  nose,  those  small  cavities  from  which  you  can 
squeeze  sebaceous  matter  ; the  ulceration  extending  deeply, 
at  last  even  the  cartilages  of  the  nose  becomes  destroyed ; the 
plan  of  treatment  to  be  pursued  here  is  as  follows,  you  must 
get  prepared  an  ointment  according  to  the  following  prescrip- 
tion : — 

g;.  Arsenic  Oxyd. 

Sulphur  Flor.  aa  5j. 

Ungt.  Cetacei  gj. 

M.  fiat  unguentum. 

Yon  must  spread  some  of  this  ointment  on  lint,  lay  it  on 
the  ulcer,  and  leave  it  there  for  twenty-four  hours  ; then  re- 
move it ; a slough  will  come  away  : you  dress  the  ulcer  with 
some  simple  ointment,  and  it  will  generally  heal.  If  the  ulcer 
is  not  deep,  you  may  cure  this  complaint  without  using  the 
arsenical  preparation,  by  merely  painting  the  surface  of  the 
sore  with  a solution  of  the  nitrate  of  silver.  You  must  be 
cautious,  however,  in  your  manner  of  using  this  application. 
A gentleman  once  came  to  me  with  an  ulcer  of  the  kind  of 
which  I am  now  speaking,  and  which  I painted  in  the  manner 
described  to  you  with  a camel-hair  brush.  In  the  course  of 
the  day,  when  at  Lloyd’s,  he  was  asked  by  some  friends  what 
was  the  matter  with  his  nose;  for  they  told  him  it  was  quite 
black  ; and,  in  point  of  fact,  it  was  so.  I was  not  aware,  at 
the  time,  that  a solution  of  the  nitrate  of  silver  would  have 
produced  that  effect;  and  I merely  mention  the  circumstance, 
that  you  may  be  on  your  guard.  Deep  ulcers  having  a malig- 
nant aspect,  often  remain  in  the  faces  of  old  persons,  withont 
prodncing  any  ill  consequences,  though,  from  their  appear- 
ance, they  portend  the  most  direful  ctfects.  To  such  sores, 
the  best  application  is  the  lotion,  composed  of  liquor  calcis 
and  calomel. 

Ulcers  frequently  form  in  joints,  arising  from  inflammation 
caused  by  a deposition  of  the  urate  of  soda.  Persons  will 
come  to  you  with  many  joints  open  from  this  cause.  A gen- 
tleman came  to  me  from  the  country,  thus  circumstanced. 
Several  of  his  joints  were  quite  exposed,  and  the  cartilages  of 
some  of  them  absorbed.  I found  in  each  of  these  joints  a 
lumj)  of  the  urate  of  soda ; therefore,  when  it  is  necessary, 
you  increase  the  openings  through  the  skin,  remove  the  urate 
of  soda,  that  being  the  exciting  cause  of  the  disease. 

Occasionally,  the  thickened  state  of  the  edges  of  ulcers  im  - 
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pedes  the  liealing  process.  'J'l)ese  edges  must  be  adapted  to 
their  surfaces,  and  this  may  be  done  by  means  of  the  empl. 
galban.  comp.,  which  will  remove  the  indurated  cuticle,  and 
stimulate  the  parts  to  action ; if  this,  however,  should  not 
succeed,  yon  may  use  the  ungt.  hydr.  fort,  or  ungt.  lyttm  : or 
you  may,  with  a lancet,  scarify  the  edges,  and  this  method 
will  often  succeed  when  every  other  fails. 

The  edges  of  sores  are  sometimes  very  much  inverted;  con- 
stitutional treatment,  as  well  as  local,  is  necessary  here.  With 
i-espect  to  local,  the  application  of  the  nitrate  of  silver  to  the 
edges,  and  the  black  wash  to  the  surface  of  the  wound,  arc 
generally  .all  that  will  be  required  : and  the  constitutional  me- 
dicines I have  so  often  mentioned  to  you  must  be  regularly 
given  until  the  ulcer  he.als. 

Some  sores  have  their  edges  very  much  everted,  and  this 
aflfectiou  is  commonly  symptom.atic  of  a cancerous  diathesis  ; 
the  usual  methods,  of  treatment  practised  in  these  hospitals  i.s 
to  i)oultice  such  ulcers  ; to  attend  particularly  to  the  condition 
of  the  general  health,  until  the  edges  have  resumed  a natural 
and  healthy  state.  The  admirable  mode  recoinmended  by 
Mr.  Uaynton,  should  be  had  recourse  to,  which,  by  a])proxi- 
inating  the  sides  of  the  wound,  and  thus  facilitating  the  pro- 
cesses of  granulation  and  cic.atrization,  will  more  surprisingly 
contribute  towards  the  completion  of  the  object  we  have  in 
view'.  

LECTURE  XIV. 


On  Gangrene. 

Having  traced  inflammation  through  its  adhesive,  suppura- 
tive, and  ulcerative  stages,  I shall  now  proceed  to  consider  it 
in  its  most  destructive  form,  namely,  when  it  exists  in  such 
exce.ss  as  to  produce  gangrene.  We  find  that  inflammation, 
when  it  is  extremely  active,  occasions  a destruction  of  vital 
power.  At  other  times,  when  there  is  a less  degree  of  in- 
flammatory action,  but  where  the  powers  of  the  part  are 
feeble,  the  life  of  the  part  will  also  be  destroyed  ; so  that  gan- 
grene is  produced  either  by  an  excess  of  inflammatory  .action, 
where  the  powers  are  natural,  or  by  a less  degree  of  inflam- 
matory action,  where  the  powers  of  the  part  are  feeble.  Gan- 
grene may  be  considered  as  a partial  death.  This  is  its  defi- 
nition : the  death  of  one  part  of  the  body,  while  the  other 
parts  are  alive. 

The  symptoms  of  gangrene  differ  according  to  the  manner 
in  which  it  is  produced.  When  gangrene  is  the  result  of  high 
and  active  inflammation,  the  pain  attending  its  production  is 
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exceedingly  severe  ; the  inflammation  is  very  extensive  ; there 
is  usually  a blush  to  a considerable  extent ; and  there  is 
generally,  though  not  always,  a considerable  degree  of  swell- 
ing. The  secretion  from  any  sore  which  may  exist  ceases,  for 
the  skin  no  longer  perspires.  The  surface  of  the  skin  becomes 
of  a dark  colour;  it  is  said  to  become  purple,  but  it  is  rather 
of  a brownish  tinge,  'fhe  cuticle  is  raised  ; a vesication  is 
produced  and  when  this  breaks,  it  is  found  to  contain  a 
bloody  serum.  When  this  serum  is  discharged,  the  skin 
assumes  the  gangrenous  appearance,  and  becomes  perfectly 
insensible.  The  vesication  extends  to  parts  beyond  the  ulcer- 
ation ; thus  in  sores  of  the  leg  we  frequently  see  a large 
portion  of  the  .skin  giving  way,  and  the  gangrenous  vesications 
extending  beyond  the  ulcerative  surface.  The  constitution 
sutlers  considerable  derangement  from  gangrene ; there  is  a 
high  degree  of  irritative  fever,  and  the  pulse  is  often  exceed- 
ingly quick.  The  pulse  is  generally  said  to  become  slow  when 
gangrene  takes  place,  but  1 have  never  observed  this.  I have 
indeed  occasionally  remarked  but  a few  beats  in  a minute,  be- 
cause it  is  very  frequently  intermittent.  Still  the  pulse  is 
quick,  though  occasionally  intermittent.  It  is  said  also  to 
become  soft,  but  I should  not  say  that  this  is  the  character  of 
the  pulse  in  gangrene.  It  is  quick,  very  small  and  thready, 
and  generally  irregular.  Gangrene  seldom  occurs  without 
delirium,  and  it  is  attended  also  with  vomiting  and  hiccough. 
Hiccough,  indeed,  is  the  characteristic  sign  of  gangrene,  and 
it  takes  place  though  the  gangrene  may  be  situate  in  a part 
very  distant  from  the  stomach;  as  for  example,  in  the  toe. 
The  fact  is,  that  when  gangrene  arises  from  a diseased  state 
of  the  constitution,  the  stomach  is  extremely  deranged,  and 
this  derangement  of  the  stomach  is  followed  by  a spasmodic 
contraction  of  the  diaphragm,  producing  hiccough.  This 
symptom  does  not  arise  from  any  alteration  in  the  action  of 
the  diaphragm,  but  from  its  sympathy  with  the  deranged  state 
of  the  stomach.  If  you  wish  to  correct  hiccough,  you  may 
arrest  it  for  a time  by  giving  some  slight  stimulus,  or  even  by 
adopting  opposite  means.  'I'hus  a glass  of  cold  water  will  sus- 
pend it  for  a considerable  time. 

Such  are  the  symptoms  when  gangrene  is  the  result  of  ex- 
cessive action.  But  gangrene  is  sometimes  the  effect  of  a low 
degree  of  inflammation  ; as  when  it  is  produced  by  the  appli- 
cation of  qoid.  When  a great  degree  of  cold  has  been  applied 
to  any  part  for  a considerable  time,  the  i)art  will  become 
benumbed  ; that  is,  its  nervous  powers  will  be  diminished  : 
and  when  it  is  thus  enfeebled-,  it  will  be  unable  to  bear  a very 
slight  degree  of  supervening  inflammation,  so  that  gangrene 
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will  be  produced,  and  the  destruction  of  its  life  will  follow. 
In  this  climate,  however,  destruction  of  the  life  of  the  part 
does  not  in  t^eiieral  immediately  follow.  A person  will  come 
to  tlie  hospitals  with  his  feet  benumbed  ; he  may  have  been 
wandering  about  the  streets,  unable  to  find  a plaee  of  refuge; 
until  he  beeomes,  from  this  cause,  incapable  of  walking. 
Great  care  must  be  taken  in  these  cases  not  to  apply  heat  very 
suddenly ; even  tlie  common  heat  of  the  bed  frequently  oc- 
easious  inflammation,  which  is  extremely  liable  to  proceed  to 
gangrene,  in  consequence  of  the  diminished  nervous  influence 
of  the  part.  I knew  a gentjeman  of  the  first  consequence  in 
this  country,  and  whose  death  occasioned  perhaps  as  mucli 
regret  as  that  of  any  one  who  has  died  for  many  years,  who 
lost  his  life  from  an  act  of  imprudence.  He  had  been  out 
shooting,  and  had  exposed  himself  to  severe  cold  ; and  finding 
his  feet  benumbed  on  his  return,  he  immediately  put  them 
into  warm  water.  The  consequence  was,  that  a gangrene  trxrk 
place,  of  which,  notwithstanding  all  the  care  that  could  be 
taken  of  him,  he  died.  In  this  climale  it  generally  happens 
that  inflammation  succeeds  the  application  of  cold  after  an 
interval  of  two  or  three  days.  By  the  use  of  some  slight 
means  of  treatment  this  inflammation  is  generally  suspended, 
and  it  is  by  the  repetition  of  the  inflammation  rather  than  by 
its  severity  that  the  powers  of  the  part  become  at  last  ex- 
hausted. In  colder  climates  than  our  own  tlie  part  exposed 
to  cold  becomes  white,  and  the  suspended  circulation  is  com- 
monly restored  by  rubbing  the  part  with  snow.  If  it  be  not 
very  carefully  treated,  however,  inflammation  and  sloughing 
is  apt  to  come  on.  If  a part  be  completely  frozen,  inflamma- 
tion frequently  ensues  in  a short  time,  and  after  continuing, for 
a few  hours,  is  followed  by  a destruction  of  the  vital  power. 

These  are  the  symptoms  which  we  observe  in  cases  where 
gangrene  is  the  result  cither  of  a higli  degree  of  inflammatory 
action,  or  of  diminished  power.  When  gangrene  is  pioduced 
by  either  of  these  causes,  the  process  of  separation  soon  com- 
mences. This  process  is  one  of  the  most  curious  operations 
of  nature  in  the  human  body.  There  is  nothing  more  extra- 
ordinary to  my  mind  than  the  power  which  nature  possesses 
of  separating  even  large  members  without  any  danger  from 
hemorrhage,  or  the  smallest  jeopardy  to  life.  Thus  we  see  a 
limb  of  considerable  size  separate  without  in  the  slightest 
degree  endangering  the  life  of  the  patient.  There  is  an  in- 
stance of  this  at  the  present  time,  in  the  other  hospital,  in  a 
case  of  popliteal  aneurism,  which  will  afford  you  an  opportu- 
nity of  judging  of  this  process  of  separation  for  yourselves. 
The  first  appearance  which  observe  after  the  destruction  of 
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the  life  of  any  part  is  a wliite  line,  which  nature  forms  for 
the  se|)ariition  of  the  dead  from  the  living  parts.  For  this 
white  line  we  anxiously  look,  since  it  is  the  barrier  which 
nature  sets  up  between  the  dead  and  the  living  parts,  and  it 
becomes  a criterion  of  the  cessation  of  the  gangrenous  dispo- 
sition. At  this  white  line  the  cuticle  is  raised.  This  elevation 
of  the  cuticle  is  a vesication,  which  forms  a line  of  circuni- 
vallation  around  the  gangrene.  When  the  cuticle  becomes 
separated,  as  it  will  in  two  or  three  days,  we  find  a chasm 
beneath  it,  produced  by  the  absorption  of  the  living  skin  in 
contact  with  the  dead.  'I’he  living  skin  is  taken  up  by  the  ab- 
sorbent vessels  into  the  constitution,  and  in  this  manner  the 
living  parts  are  separated  from  the  dead  by  a process  of 
nature.  If  we  were  to  reason  ei  priori  on  this  subject,  it 
might  be  expected  that  the  absorbent  vessels  would  rather  re- 
move the  dead  portion  of  skin  in  contact  with  the  living  ; but 
this  is  not  the  case.  The  absorbent  vessels  act  on  the  living 
parts,  but  not  on  the  dead  : nor  is  the  dead  skin  absorbed 
after  the  time  when  granulations  have  formed,  but  it  becomes 
loose,  and  ceases  to  attach  to  the  surrounding  parts ; the 
chasm  formed  by  the  absorbent  vessels  affording  an  ojjportu- 
nity  for  the  separation. 

The  next  part  which  begins  to  separate  is  the  cellular  tissue 
immedi.ately  under  the  skiu.  Gangrene  proceeds  to  much 
greater  extent  iu  the  cellular  tissue  than  in  the  surrounding 
skin,  because  the  cellular  membrane  is  a part  of  weaker  living 
powers.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  a sloughing  disposition  iu 
sores  extending  to  the  eellular  membrane  is  so  dangerous.  A 
small  chancre  beginning  in  the  pudendum  of  the  female,  and 
sometimes  in  the  penis,  will  frequently  occasion  destruction 
of  life  in  the  part.  Some  persons  have  absurdly  supposed  that 
these  sloughing  sores  are  not  chancres,  because  they  have 
not  the  common  venereal  character.  But  how  does  this  hap- 
pen ? If  a chancre  forms  in  the  pudendum  of  an  irritable 
female,  and  has  a sloughing  disposition,  it  extends  into  the 
cellular  tissue,  inflames  to  a high  degree,  and  produces  gan- 
grene. In  this  manner  the  character  of  the  chancre  becomes 
destroyed.  There  is  at  this  time  an  unfortunate  female  in  the 
other  hospital,  who  has  lost  a considerable  {rortion  of  the 
external  organs  of  generation,  in  consequence  of  a sloughing 
chancre.  The  hospitals  teem  with  sucli  cases  : and  indeed 
this  deplorable  result  is  always  to  be  exjtected  when  a slough- 
ing chancre  extends  into  the  cellular  tissue,  a part  naturally 
weak,  and  rendered  weaker  in  these  persons  from  their  irrita- 
bility and  mode  of  life. 

The  next  part  which  separates  is  muscle.  Muscles  separate 
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nearly  opposite  the  edge  of  the  skin.  Wherever  the  skin  sepa- 
rates, the  muscle  gives  way  ; a line  of  separation  is  formed, 
and  the  living  portion  of  muscle  is  taken  away  from  the  dead. 
This  is  not  the  case  with  tendons  ; these,  like  the  cellular 
tissue,  do  not  separate  opposite  the  skin,  but  at  a considerable 
distance  from  the  part  at  which  the  sloughing  takes  place.  If 
a tendon  is  exposed  in  the  palm  of  the  baud,  by  a sloughing 
ulcer,  it  separates  at  the  wrist,  for  it  is  incapable  of  resisting 
the  iallammation,  in  consequence  of  its  weak  living  powers, 
and  separates  therefore  at  the  part  where  it  joins  the  muscle. 

The  nerves  separate,  like  muscles,  opposite  the  skin.  But 
the  most  extraordinary  instance  of  the  process  of  separation 
is  that  which  takes  place  with  respect  to  the  larger  blood- 
vessels. What  would  be  the  result,  if  yon  were  to  separate 
with  the  knife  the  anterior  and  posterior  tibial  arteries,  with- 
out placing  a tourniquet  on  the  limb  ? The  person  would  die 
in  a few  niinutes.__  Yet  nature  cuts  through  tliese  vessels,  and 
frequently  divides  the  arteries  I have  mentioned,  witliout  a 
drop  of  blood  issuing  from  the  limb.  This  happens  in  the 
following  manner  : — the  blood  in  the  vessels  of  the  dead  part 
becomes  coagulated  ; the  coagulum,  however,  does  not  con- 
fine itself  to  the  dead  part,  but  extends  to  the  living  vessels 
which  join  it,  and  is,  in  this  manner,  glued  to  the  inner  side 
of  the  artery,  so  that  the  vessels  are,  as  it  were,  hermetically 
sealed  ; and  not  a drop  of  blood  can  escape  by  the  side  of  the 
coagnlum.  The  same  thing  takes  place  in  veins,  the  coagulum 
adhering  to  the  inner  side  of  the  living  vein,  so  that  no  blood 
can  escape.  If  you  amputate  a limb  at  a considerable  distance 
from  the  part  at  which  gangrene  has  commenced,  you  will  still 
find  the  vessels  sealed.  The  first  amputation  which  I ever 
performed,  was  in  the  case  of  a gentleman  who  had  a gangren- 
ous ulcer  near  tlie  head  of  the  tibia.  In  this  case  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  amputate  above  the  knee,  as  sufficient  skin  would 
not  have  been  left  if  the  amputation  had  been  performed  be- 
low. When  I loosened  the  tourniquet,  I was  surprised  to  find 
no  femoral  artery.  On  a closer  examination,  I found  that 
the  inner  side  of  the  femoral  artery  was  completely  plugged 
up,  and  sealed  by  the  coagulum,  which  had  extended  at  least 
six  inches  above  the  place  at  which  the  gangrene  had  occurred  ; 
It  appears,  therefore,  that  the  artery  is  not  only  sealed  at  the 
place  at  which  nature  cuts  thiougli  it,  but  at  a considerable 
distance  above  it,  in  order  to  provide  against  the  danger 
•which  would  arise  from  a separation  of  the  coagulum. 

Bones,  at  last,  become  separated  ; but  this  process  is  very 
slow  ; and  it  is  a long  time  before  they  exfoliate,  loaded  as 
they  are  with  phosphate  of  lime.  Hence  w'e  are  often  under 
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the  necessity  of  taking  away  bones,  wlien  the  process  of  sepa- 
ration is  in  other  respects  complete.  1 am  anxious,  whenever 
I have  an  opportunity  in  these  lectures,  to  refer  you  to  cases 
actually  existing  in  the  hospitals;  and  you  cannot  have  a bet- 
ter opportunity  of  observing  the  process  of  nature  with  respect 
to  the  separation  of  bones,  than  in  the  case  of  popliteal  aneu- 
rism, to  which  I have  before  directed  your  attention.  'J  his 
man  underwent  the  operation  for  aneurism  in  the  other  hospi- 
tal. 'I’he  aneurismal  bag  had  been  loaded  with  fluid  blood  for 
a length  of  time  ; the  process  of  gangrene  commenced  at  the 
ankle;  all  the  soft  parts  were  absorbed,  and  there  is  nothing 
now  remaining  but  a portion  of  bone,  which  will  also  sepa- 
rate, if  we  permit  it  to  do  so.  The  saw  would  quicken  the 
process,  but  it  is  unuecessary,  for  the  bone  will  separate  by  the 
efforts  of  nature  alone.  I knew  a person  in  the  county  from 
which  1 came  (Norfolk),  whose  leg  entirely  separated  by  the 
process  of  gangrene  alone.  In  the  foot  this  very  commonly 
takes  place ; in  the  calf  of  the  leg  it  is  not  common , but  below 
the  calf,  it  frequently  occurs.  I attended  one  of  the  king’s 
messengers,  some  time  ago,  who  came  from  Germany,  with  a 
gangrene  in  the  foot.  The  foot  separated  at  the  tarsus,  and 
the  whole  process  went  on  without  any  surgical  operation, 
and  with  nothing  but  the  aid  of  the  simplest  applications. 

Gangrene  is  frequently  the  effect  of  a debilitated  state  of  the 
constitution.  Tlius,  if  a man  have  been  confined  by  long  con- 
tinued fever  the  nates  arc  apt  to  slough  and  become  gangrenous 
in  consequence  of  the  imperfect  circulation,  arising  from  the  po- 
sition in  which  he  has  been  forced  to  remain.  Some  fevers  have 
a greater  tendency  than  others  to  produce  gangrene ; as  for  ex- 
ample, scarlatina.  In  slight  cases  of  scarlatina,  the  most  horrible 
effects  will  sometimes  arise  from  gangrene.  The  tonsils  will 
slough  to  a great  extent,  parts  of  the  Eustachian  tube,  and 
even  the  tympanum  will  separate,  and  large  portions  of  bone 
exfoliate.  The  worst  effects  of  this  kind  are  obsei’ved  in  those 
cases  of  scarlatina  where  the  fever  is  not  the  most  violent. 
The  measles  are  very  apt  to  be  followed  by  sloughing,  unless 
great  care  be  taken  not  to  irritate  the  skin  of  the  chest  too 
much.  In  this  town  it  sometimes  happens,  that  a large  blister 
applied  to  the  chest  of  a child  labouring  under  measles  occa- 
sions a high  degree  of  inflammation,  producing  gangrene,  and 
endangering  the  life  of  the  patient.  In  constitutions  of  an 
unfavourable  kind,  1 have  often  seen  the  measles  produce  a 
slough  forming  a black  aperture  in  the  cheek  of  the  child, 
through  which  its  food  was  passed,  and  life  soon  destroyed. 
Mercury,  if  used  to  excess,  often  excites  sloughing,  from  the 
fever  and  consequent  debility  of  the  constitution  which  it  pro- 
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duces.  Whatever,  in  short,  weakens  tlie  constitution  niuchi 
disposes  it  to  the  production  of  gangrene  ; for  the  body,  when 
tlius  debilitated,  cannot  bear  any  excess  of  action.  Wiien  the 
application  of  cold  is  the  cause  of  gangrene,  the  effects  are 
))roduced  very  much  in  the  same  way.  Tiie  powers  of  the 
part  to  which  the  cold  is  applied  are  diminished,  and  this  di- 
ininutiou  of  power  leads  to  the  destruction  of  the  part,  under 
the  first  excess  of  action. 

There  are  some  parts  of  the  body  naturally  constituted 
feebly  ; as  for  example,  tendons.  When  inflammation  at- 
tacks a tendinous  structure,  it  runs  very  readily  into  a state 
of  gangrene.  Hence  the  danger  of  making  incisions  into  a 
tendinous  structure,  which  frequently  affect  the  nervous  sys- 
tem with  the  highest  degree  of  irritability,  and  produce  tetanic 
symptoms.  It  is  not  the  injury  to  the  nerves  which  produces 
tetanus,  but  the  sympathy  of  the  nerves  with  the  injury  to  the 
tendon. 

It  may  be  stated^  as  a general  principle,  that  inflammation  is 
the  cause  of  gangrene  ; gangrene  very  rarely  happens  without 
inflammation  ; but  as  there  are  some  exceptions  to  this  gene- 
ral principle,  I will  mention  them.  I have  seen,  in  a case  of 
hydrothorax,  a small  spot  in  the  legs  become  at  once  black, 
without  any  appearance  of  inflammation,  and  extend  itself  un- 
til it  occupied  a very  large  surface.  Here  tlie  total  absence 
of  circulation,  and  notan  increased  degree  of  it,  occasioned 
the  destruction  of  life  in  the  part.  So  we  now  and  then  see 
aneurism  producing  gangrene.  In  the  case  of  po|)litcal  aneu- 
rism, to  which  I before  adverted,  the  gangrene  is  produced, 
not  by  the  bursting  of  the  aueurismal  bag,  but  by  the  pressure 
of  the  bag  on  the  vessels,  occasioning  the  destruction  of  life 
in  the  limb  below.  I saw  a gentleman  a few  mouths  ago,  who 
was  on  tire  point  of  death  from  the  pressure  of  an  aneurism. 
His  foot  afterwards  became  gangrenous.  He.  did  not  die, 
however,  for  separation  of  the  foot  and  part  of  the  leg  took 
place,  and  h?  ultimately  recovered. 

So  much  for  impeded  circulation  without  inflammation,  as 
a cause  which  sometimes  produces  gangrene.  The  division  of 
a considerable  blood-vessel  will  sometimes  produce  the  same 
effect.  I believe  1 have  already  mentioned  in  the  lectures,  the 
case  of  a gentlem.an  who  was  stabbed  in  the  groin  by  a fo- 
reigner, with  a dirk  or  sharp  knife.  He  was  stabbed  just  iu 
the  femoral  artery ; considerable  hemorrhage  took  place, 
which  was  stopped  by  a ligature  on  the  artery  ; but  the  leg 
afterwards  became  gangrenous,  and  it  was  necessary  to  per- 
form the  operation  of  amputation.  Since  1 commenced  these 
lectures,  I have  seen  a most  melancholy  instance  of  a gentle- 
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man  in  the  prime  of  life,  who  died  from  gangrene,  in  conse- 
quence of  an  injury  to  the  femoral  artery.  This  gentleman 
was  thrown  out  of  a gig  as  he  was  going  down  a hill,  and  the 
wheel  of  the  carriage  went  over  his  thigh.  When  he  was 
taken  up,  it  was  found  that  he  had  a simple  fracture  of  the  fe- 
mur. Every  thing  which  attention  and  skill  could  do  for  him 
was  done;  hut  some  peculiarities  were  immediately  observed 
at  the  time  of  the  accident,  'fhe  lower  part  of  the  leg  was 
qnite  insensible;  it  was  considerably  swelled  and  hard.  After 
lying  in  bed  for  a week,  the  patient  became  so  restless  that 
he  wished  to  be  removed.  This  was  done  in  the  gentlest  pos- 
sible manner.  He  did  not,  however,  experience  the  relief 
which  he  e.xpected  from  a change  of  position,  and  the  swell- 
ing was  in  some  degree  increased. 

1 was  then  sent  for  ; and  when  I saw  him,  I was  surprised 
to  find  that  gangrene  had  already  commenced  at  the  knee.  This 
was  hardly  to  be  expected  from  a simple  fracture ; for  it  so 
rarely  happens  that  the  femoral  artery  is  injured  by  a fracture 
of  the  thigh-bone,  that  amongst  all  the  cases  of  fractured  fe- 
mur which  I had  seen  in  the  course  of  my  life,  I never  yet 
met  with  an  instance  in  which  the  artery  was  injured.  How- 
ever, from  the  immediate  insensibility  of  the  limb  at  the  time 
of  the  accident,  from  its  coldness,  from  the  swelling  wdiich 
accompanied  it,  and  also  from  the  pulsation  which  existed 
opposite  to  the  fracture,  I was  led  to  believe  that  the  femoral 
artery  was  torn  through.  The  question  then  arose  whether 
we  should  amputate  or  not.  Upon  examination,  I found  the 
limb  emphysematous  ; the  air  had  extended  into  the  cellular 
tissue  up  the  thigh  to  the  abdomen,  and  putrefaction  had  al- 
ready commenced.  I perceived,  therefore,  that  the  patient  had 
but  a few  hours  to  live,  and  that  it  was  useless  to  put  him  to 
the  pain  of  an  operation.  Upon  examination  after  death,  by 
the  medical  gentlemen  at  Rochester,  where  the  patient  resided, 
it  was  ascertained  that  the  femoral  artery  was  divided.  It 
seems  extraordinary,  when  we  contemplate  the  situation  of 
the  thigh-bone,  that  a fracture  of  it  should  not  in  one  case  out 
of  ten  produce  a similar  result.  A little  knowledge  of  ana- 
tomy, however,  explains  this  circumstance.  The  artery  is  en- 
closed in  a sheath,  which  so  far  protects  it,  and  its  elasticity 
yielding  to  the  pressure  of  the  bones,  enables  it  to  escape  in  a 
peat  majority  of  cases  from  the  occurrence  of  this  accident. 
The  history  of  gangrene,  as  far  as  dissection  enables  us  to 
judge  of  it,  is  this : The  excessive  action  of  the  part  closes  the 
blood-vessels,  and  the  blood  contained  in  them  becomes  coa- 
gulated. 'I’his  is  a curious  circumstance,  which  I ascertained 
by  an  experiment  made  on  an  animal.  It  is  a well-known 
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Aict  in  physiology,  tliat  if  a quantity  of  blood  be  included  in  a 
living  vessel  between  two  ligatures,  at  the  distance  of  two  or 
three  inches,  this  blood  remains  about  three  hours  before  it 
becomes  coagulated.  To  ascertain  whether,  if  blood  were  ad- 
mitted into  a dead  vessel,  from  which  the  air  was  entirely  ex- 
cluded, it  would  coagulate  as  it  would  in  a glass  out  of  the 
body,  I put  a ligature  on  the  jugular  vein  of  an  animal,  and 
another  ligatuie  at  the  distance  of  two  inches  from  the  first ; 
tlien  cutting  through  the  end  of  the  vein,  I brought  it  exter- 
nally to  the  skin,  so  that  it  hung  out  from  the  wound.  Hav- 
ing ascertained  that  the  blood  coagulates  in  three  hours  and  a 
quarter  in  a living  vessel,  I took  otf  the  ligature  from  the  pen- 
dulous dead  vessel,  and  found  that  in  ten  minutes  the  blood 
had  coagulated  as  firmly  as  it  would  in  a vessel  into  which  a 
person  bad  been  bleeding.  In  a dead  blood-vessel,  therefore, 
the  blood  becomes  coagulated  just  as  it  would  in  a vessel  out 
of  the  body.  If  you  attempt  to  inject  a part  after  gangrene 
the  injection  will  not  enter  the  vessel.  There  is  a specimen 
on  the  table  (Sir  Astley  e.xhibited  the  specimen)  of  a gangren- 
ous limb,  where  you  may  perceive  that  the  injection  has  en- 
tered only  as  far  as  the  part  at  which  gangrene  has  commenced. 
Such  is  the.  state  of  parts  under  gangrene.  They  can  never  be 
recovered,  because  living  blood  can  never  again  circulate  in 
them, 

'I'he  subject  next  in  order  is  the  treatment  of  gangrene ; 
but  as  I intend  to  occupy  a little  of  your  time  this  evening  by 
a very  curious  experiment,  I shall  defer  the  consideration  of 
that  subject  to  the  next  lecture.  I have  something  to  say  to 
you,  also,  gentlemen,  on  another  subject.  In  the  course  of 
these  lectures,  I have  always  considered  it  my  duty  to  direct 
your  attention  to  what  is  going  forward  in  the  hospitals,  and 
to  illustrate  every  subject,  as  far  as  possible,  by  a reference  to 
cases  which  are  actually  under  your  inspection. 

A short  time  ago,  1 amputated  a limb  in  the  other  hospital, 
in  a case  of  aneurism,  which  is  extremely  curious,  and  to 
which  I am  not  sure  that  there  ever  has  been  a parallel.  Some 
months  ago,  a man  underwent  the  operation  for  aneurism  ; 
the  femoral  artery  was  tied  ; shortly  after,  the  pulsation  dis- 
appeared, and  he  was  soon  after  supposed  to  be  cured  of  the 
aneurism,  and  discharged.  He  returned  to  his  work  ; but 
soon  after  a swelling  arose  in  the  ham,  without  pulsation. 
The  swelling  subsided  in  consequence  of  rest ; but  a few 
weeks  ago,  while  the  man  was  at  labour,  the  swelling  return- 
ed with  great  pain,  which  increased  during  the  time  he  was  in 
the  hospital ; and,  as  there  was  no  prospect  of  his  recovering 
^ useful  limb,  amputation  was  resorted  to.  In  this  case  I 
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fonud  the  femoral  artery,  below  the  place  to  which  the  ligature 
had  been  applied,  was  conveying  blood.  As  it  was  impossible 
that  the  femoral  artery  could  be  pervious,  the  blood  must  have 
been  conveyed  by  anastomosis.  It  does  now  and  then  happen 
that  a blood-vessel  will  arise  from  the  artery  just  above  the 
ligature,  and  pass  into  the  artery  immediately  below  the  liga- 
ture ; by  which  means  the  circulation  is  produced.  There  is  a 
beautiful  specimen  in  the  collection,  where  the  brachial  artery 
had  been  tied,  and  blood  was  conveyed  by  a vessel  not  more 
than  three  inches  in  length,  from  the  part  just  above  to  the 
part  just  below  the  ligature.  This  now  and  then  occurs  after 
the  operation  for  aneurism,  anastomosis  happening  where  it  is 
not  usually  found,  from  a short  vessel  running  from  one  por- 
tion of  the  artery  to  the  other. 

The  other  subject,  to  which  I mean  to  call  your  attention, 
is  the  c.Kperiment  whicli  1 made  on  an  animal  last  Friday,  in 
the  other  hospital.  This  experiment,  gentlemen,  delighted 
me  ; 1 do  not  know  that  I have  ever  experienced  greater  plea- 
sure in  ray  life  than  I felt  in  going  home  from  the  hospital  on 
that  day.  With  respect  to  antidotes  against  the  efiFects  of  poi- 
son, it  is  well  known  that  they  are,  in  a great  degree,  useless. 
It  is  impossible,  for  instance,  to  get  rid  of  arsenic  from  the 
.stomach  by  any  remedy  that  can  be  administered.  It  is  doubt- 
ful whether  any  man  ever  recovered  from  the  effects  of  that 
jioi.son  by  means  of  an  antidote.  So  with  respect  to  opium ; 
when  it  is  taken  into  the  stomach  in  such  large  quantities  that 
vomitin?  cannot  be  excited,  the  patient  cannot  be  relieved  by 
the  exhibition  of  medicine  ; for  where  is  the  antidote  against 
the  effects  of  opium  ? A few  weeks  ago,  a nurse  in  this  hos- 
pital die;!  in  consequence  of  having  swallowed  opium.  No 
relief  was  exhibited  to  her ; but  can  it  be  said,  after  what 
we  saw  on  Friday,  that  no  relief  could  have  been  administered 
to  her  ? A short  time  since,  a patient  died  in  the  other  hos- 
pital, under  similar  circumstances  ; the  quantity  of  opium 
taken  being  so  large,  that  vomiting  could  not  be  excited  by 
any  means  which  were  employed.  I was  myself,  on  one  oc- 
casion, called  to  a young  lady  who  had  taken  two  ounces  of 
the  tincture  of  opium.  It  was  ten  o’clock  in  the  morning 
when  I first  saw  her  ; she  was  then  comatose.  I tried  to  ex- 
cite vomiting  by  the  sulphate  of  copper,  giving  it  in  as  large 
doses  as  I could  venture  to  administer ; which  I have  some- 
times known  to  succeed  when  all  other  means  have  proved  in- 
effectual. It  was;  however,  unavailing  in  this  case,  and  1 sat  by 
this  young  lady  from  ten  o’clock  in  the  morning,  until  eight 
in  the  evening,  watching  the  regular  process  to  death,  without 
being  able  to  administer  to  her  the  least  relief.  Let  me  ask 
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you  then,  gentlemen,  whether  an  experiment  of  this  kind  is 
not  in  the  highest  degree  interesting,  and  wlietlier  we  are  not 
infinitely  indebted  to  the  man  who  first  suggested  the  means 
of  administering  relief  under  such  afflicting  circumstances  } I 
am  happy  to  tell  you  that  the  gentleman  to  whom  we  are  in- 
debted for  this  suggestion  is  now  present ; that  he  is  ready  to 
have  the  experiment  made  upon  himself,  and  that  so  confident 
is  he  of  the  success  with  which  it  may  be  applied,  that  he 
would  have  no  objection,  if  I could  permit  it,  to  take  a large 
quantity  of  the  tincture  of  opium  in  your  presence  this  evening. 
I suggested,  however,  that  a little  coloured  water  would  an- 
swer all  the  purposes  of  illustrating  the  use  of  the  instrument. 
The  syringe,  which  was  brought  to  me  the  other  day  by  a very 
ingenious  man,  Mr.  Reed,  of  Kent,  is  entirely  a new  invention, 
nor  do  I think  the  merit  of  that  individual  in  the  least  degree 
diminished  by  what  I have  since  learned.  The  application  of 
the  syringe  to  the  stomach,  in  cases  of  poisoning,  is  due  to  a 
gentleman  whose  name  I shall  presently  mention.  Mr.  Reed’s 
syringe  is  a new  contrivance,  which  has  been  formed  upon  a 
■Jjrinciple  in  hydraulics,  (first  applied,  1 believe,  by  Mr.  Rramah,) 
and  which  is  capable  of  increasing  the  force  of  the  instrument 
to  the  greatest  |)ossible  degree.  To  give  you  an  idea  of  its 
force : if  1 were  to  stand  on  a piece  of  w'ood,  and  the  wood 
were  surrounded  by  any  thing  which  would  prevent  the  escape 
of  the  water,  the  force  of  the  syringe  is  capable  of  raising  me 
from  the  ground.  I do  not  wish  to  commit  myself  by  any  ob- 
servations on  a subject  with  which  1 do  not  pretend  to  be  par- 
ticularly conversant ; but  I believe,  gentlemen,  the  principle  is 
this  : When  a fluid  contained  in  a vessel,  having  a large  dia- 
meter, is  thrown  into  one  of  very  small  diameter,  the  result  is, 
an  exceedingly  great  accumulation  of  force. 

’rims  we  see  that  ])iles  which  arc  d,riven  into  the  beds  of 
rivers,  by  the  force  of  immense  weights  acting  upon  them,  are 
raised  by  the  admission  of  a very  small  quantity  of  water 
under  them,  upon  the  i)rinciple  which  I have  just  stated.  Mr. 
Reed’s  syringe  is  formed  upon  this  principle,  and  the  valves 
are,  besides,  different  from  any  which  had  been  previously  em- 
ployed in  similar  instruments.  With  respect  to  the  medical 
application  of  the  syringe,  however,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
moving poisons  from  the.  stomach,  we  are  indebted  for  it  to 
Mr.  Jukes,  a surgeon  at  Pimlico,  who  published  an  account  of 
it  in  the  Medical  and  Physical  Journal  for  November,  1822, 
p.  285  ; and  a further  account  in  the  same  Journal  for  June, 
1823.  Mr.  Jukes  originally  employed  a gum-elastic  bottle  to 
be  applied  to  the  tube  ; but  the  improvement  of  a syringe  was 
suggested  by  Mr,  Bush,  ef  Frome. 
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Treatment  of  Gangrene. 

In  the  last  lecture  we  defined  gangrene  as  a partial  death  ; we 
described  to  you  the  syniptouis  which  attended  it,  when  it  was 
the  result  of  high  and  active  inflammation,  and  when  it  was 
the  result  of  a low  degree  of  heat. 

We  .chall  now  proceed  to  consider  the  treatment  which  is 
usually  employed  to  prevent  gangrene,  and  to  arrest  the 
sloughing  process.  You  must  endeavour  to  soothe  the  parts 
by  the  application  of  leeches,  with  a view  of  checking  the 
excess  of  action.  It  generally  happens,  in  cases  of  gangrene, 
that  the  body  will  not  bear  any  considerable  degree  of  deple- 
tion ; but  local  depletion,  by  means  of  leeches,  may  be  safely 
resorted  to.  Thus,  in  compound  fracture  of  the  leg,  for  in- 
stance, gangrene  may  be  prevented  by  the  application  of 
leeches,  when  it  would  not  be  equally  safe  to  take  blood  from 
the  arm.  Soothing  applications,  such  as  poppy  fomentations 
and  poppy  poultices,  should  be  employed  to  subdue  the  exce.'i- 
sive  action  which  threatens  the  destruction  of  the  life  of  the 
part.  It  will  be  necessary,  at  the  same  time,  to  attend  to  the 
constitutional  treatment  of  the  patient.  In  this  metropolis,  it 
is  seldom  safe  to  take  blood  from  the  arm  of  patients  to  pre- 
vent gangrene.  In  the  country  a different  practice  may  be 
pursued  ; and  it  will  frequently  be  necessary  to  take  away 
blood  in  erysipelas,  and  other  cases,  in  which  we  cannot  and 
dare  not  deplete  in  town,  where  the  constitution  of  patients  is 
broken  by  intemperance,  or  enfeebled  by  deteriorated  air. 
When  you  take  away  blood,  however,  to  prevent  gangrene,  do 
not  take  more  than  eight  or  ten  ounces,  lest  the  vigour  of  the 
circulation,  and  consequently  the  nervous  powers  of  the  con- 
stitution, should  be  too  much  diminished.  Two  or  three 
grains  of  calomel  should  be  given  at  night,  with  a view  of 
restoring  the  defective  secretions  of  the  intestinal  canal  and 
the  liver  ; and  the  liquor  ammoniaE  acetatis,  with  a few  drops 
of  the  tincture  of  opium,  should  be  given  several  times  in  the 
day.  By  the  calomel  you  restore  the  secretions  ; and  by  the 
opium  you  tranquillize  the  system  and  diminish  tlie  irritability 
which  leads  to  the  destruction  of  the  life  of  the  parts.  Do  not 
begin  by  stimulating  the  constitution  too  much  in  cases  of 
gangrene.  The  effect  of  opium  may,  in  some  respects,  be 
similar  to  that  of  taking  a stimulus  into  the  system,  but  it  is 
by  diminishing  excessive  action,  at  the  same  time  that  it  in- 
creases the  strength  of  the  body,  that  opium  becomes  so  va- 
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luable  a medicine  in  these  cases.  The  best  means,  therefore, 
of  preventing  gangrene,  are  to  restore  the  secretions  by  calo- 
mel, and  to  diminish  irritability  by  opium,  and,  in  some  cases, 
by  taking  away  very  small  quantities  of  blood. 

If  the  gangrene  arise  from  the  apjjlication  of  cold,  the  treat- 
ment must  he  different.  In  these  cases,  the  action  of  the  parts 
is  feeble  from  the  diminution  of  nervous  i)Ower,  and  it  will  be 
proper  to  restore  it  to  a healthy  state  by  stimulants  of  the 
most  gentle  kind.  For  this  purpose,  the  best  application  is 
the  camphorated  spirit  of  wine,  accompanied  with  gentle 
friction.  If  you  arc  called  to  a patient  w'hose  feet  are  be- 
numbed by  the  application  of  cold,  you  must  sit  by  his  bed- 
side, pour  the  camphorated  spirit  into  your  hand,  and  rub  it 
on  his  feet  w'ith  the  utmost  possible  gentleness,  so  that  the 
part  may  not  be  irritated  by  violent  friction.  When  the  first 
effects  of  cold  are  removed,  it  will  be  proper  to  apply  poultices 
to  the  (lart.  The  poultices  must  be  cold,  for  warm  applications 
to  the  part  are  to  be  carefully  avoided.  One  of  the  most 
valuable  of  our  nobility  died  of  gangrene  from  an  imprudence 
in  this  respect.  He  was  out  shooting  in  December  last,  and 
his  feet  having  become  benumbed,  he  put  them  into  warm 
water  as  soon  as  he  returned  home.  The  consequence  was, 
that  his  toe  became  gangrenous  ; the  gangrene  soon  e.xtendecl 
to  the  other  foot,  and  he  died  from  its  effects.  When  parts 
are  frost-bitten  in  colder  climates,  you  are  aware  that  the 
common  practice  is  to  restore  the  circulation  by  rubbing 
them  with  snow. 

So  much  for  the  prevention  of  gangrene. 

But  as  soon  as  gangrene  lias  commenced,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  apply  a gentle  stimulus  to  the  parts,  with  a view  of 
supporting  the  action  of  the  surrounding  parts  which  are 
threatened  with  the  destruction  of  life.  The  application  which 
I have  found  to  be  most  uniformly  successful  in  .such  cases,  is 
the  poultice  of  stale  beer  grounds.  The  stale  beer  grounds, 
which  may  be  obtained  in  any  public-house,  should  be  mixed 
with  linseed  meal,  and  a poultice  formed  of  them,  which  will 
produce  a gentle  and  beneficial  stimulus  to  the  part,  and  pre- 
vent the  gangrene  from  spreading  to  the  surrounding  skin. 
Spirituous  fomentations  are  also  of  use  for  the  same  purpose. 
At  the  same  time  that  this  local  treatment  is  employed,  means 
must  be  taken  to  support  the  constitution,  wdiich  is  debilitated 
by  excessive  action.  The  best  mode  of  supporting  the  consti- 
tution is  by  the  exhibition  of  ammonia  mixed  with  opium. 
From  seven  to  ten  grains  of  the  carbonate  of  ammonia,  with 
twenty  drops  or  half  a drachm  of  the  tincture  of  opium,  should 
be  taken  two  or  three  times  a-day,  or  even  more  frequently. 
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as  once  crery  four  hours.  This  plan  will  generally  prevent 
the  extension  of  gangrene.  Bark  was  formerly  extolled,  as 
possessing  great  virtue  incases  of  gangrene  ; but  it  is  doubtful 
whether  it  does  not  do  as  much  harm  as  good.  For  the  first 
two  or  three  days  the  patient  feels  comfortable,  and  his  health 
is  improved  by  its  exhibition  ; but  after  a short  time  his  sto- 
mach becomes  loaded  and  oppressed.  It  first  makes  him 
costive,  and  then  purges ; and  after  a little  time  we  are 
obliged  to  suspend  its  use.  I am  much  disposed  to  try  in  these 
cases  the  new  form  of  this  medicine,  which  agrees  so  well  with 
the  stomach  ; 1 allude  to  the  sulphate  of  quinine.  It  is  my 
intention  to  give  it  a full  trial  in  the  first  case  of  gangrene 
which  I meet  with  ; and  I recommend  you  to  try  it  yourselves 
in  the  cases  of  gangrene  which  may  come  under  your  obser- 
vation. An  excellent  medicine  used  in  the  other  hospital  is  a 
bolus  of  five  grains  of  the  carbonate  of  ammonia,  with  ten 
grains  of  musk,  given  every  four  hours.  I have  seen  this  me- 
dicine produce  the  best  effects  in  sloughing  sores  in  the  foul 
wards,  aud  in  gangrenous  sores,  where  the  gangrene  was  much 
disposed  to  spread.  The  musk  has  the  effect  of  keeping  up 
the  stimulus  of  the  ammonia,  which  is  apt  to  subside  after  a 
few  hours,  when  the  ammonia  is  exhibited  alone.  A port  wine 
poultice  is  an  admirable  application  in  these  cases.  I men- 
tioned to  you,  a few  days  ago,  the  case  of  a girl  in  the  other 
hospital,  who  had  a gangrenous  sore  in  the  pudendum,  where 
a great  variety  of  applications  had  been  tried  without  any 
beneficial  result.  At  last  a port  wine  poultice  was  applied, 
and  with  such  immediate  good  effects,  that,  though  I had  be- 
fore despaired  of  her  life,  the  last  time  I saw  her  the  sore  was 
brought  into  such  a healthy  state,  that  there  are  great  hopes  of 
her  recovery.  Applications  of  turpentine  are  often  of  use  in 
these  cases,  for  the  purpose  of  stimulating  the  parts.  After 
great  want  of  circulation  in  any  part,  from  the  course  of  the 
blood  having  been  arrested,  sloughing  sores  are  very  apt  to 
occur.  Thus,  after  the  operation  of  tying  the  femoral  artery, 
if  the  limb  he  suffered  to  rest  in  the  same  position  for  a con- 
siderable time,  a small  gangrenous  spot  frequently  appears.  In 
.such  cases  the  spirit  of  turpentine  is  the  best  application. 
Yeast  is  often  applied  with  the  same  view.  A lotion  much 
used  in  the  other  hospital,  for  this  purpose,  is  the  formula 
which  used  to  be  called  the  epithema  lythargyri  acetatis,  but 
now  called  the  epithema  plumbi  subacetatis. 

The  following  is  the  mode  of  preparing  it : — 


Confect.  Ros.  §j. 
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This  is  an  application  whicli  accords  extremely  well  with 
limbs  in  a state  of  gangrene,  wlien  the  dead  are  separating 
from  tlie  living  parts;  it  is  a veiy  useful  ap|)lication  then  in 
gangrene.  Unring  tlie  sloughing  ])rocess,  the  nitric  acid  is  the 
best  application  tliat  can  be  used : when  the  gangrene  stops, 
and  the  line  of  demarcation  is  drawn,  and  the  sloughing  pro- 
cess is  commencing,  the  nitric  acid  may  be  employed  in  the 
proportion  of  fifty  drops  to  a pint  of  water.  1 have  seen  very 
good  effects  from  an  application  composed  of  vinegar  and 
camphor  mixture,  about  four  ounces  of  the  vinegar  to  twelve 
ounces  of  the  camphor  mixture ; 1 have  seen  this  of  service 
when  no  other  application  had  been  used,  as  in  the  case  of  a 
gentleman  at  Peckham,  whom  1 attended  with  Mr.  A.  'I'hese 
are  the  different  modes  of  treatment  for  the  prevention  of  gan- 
grene, and  the  arresting  of  the  sloughing  process. 

On  Tiir.  PRoriiiETY  of  Amputation  in  Gangrene. 

As  to  tlie  |)roiyiety  of  amputation — there  is  no  occasion  in 
general  for  amputation  in  cases  of  gangrene  when  the  slough- 
ing process  is  going  on,  as  you  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
in  the  man  at  tlie  otlier  hospital,  where  nature  has  performed 
the  operation  herself,  without  any  assistance  ; if  the  surgeon 
will  be  content  to  wait  a sliort  time,  and  the  patient  is  dis- 
posed also,  you  will  find  that  the  parts  will  separate  as  well 
without  as  with  an  operation.  Now  the  old  surgeons,  who  ob- 
served nature  well,  adopted  the  very  same  phan  in  their  ani- 
jmtations  as  nature  inirsues  in  these  cases  ; the  skin  separates 
the  longest,  the  muscles  next,  and  then  the  tendons,  together 
with  the  bones,  which  are  left  considerably  shorter  than  the 
rest,  as  you  may  observe  from  the  specimen  on  the  table. 
When  bones  ulcerate,  the  tendon  soon  separates,  and  the  bones 
become  covered  in  by  skin  and  muscle  ; the  limb,  however, 
before  me,  was  amputated.  The  cases  in  which  you  are  called 
on  to  perform  the  operation  of  amputation  are  when  the  pa- 
tient will  not  be  able  to  sustain  the  shock  to  the  constitution  ; 
then,  gentlemen,  if  gangrene  be  going  on  in  any  part,  or 
through  the  middle  of  the  leg,  by  which  the  power  of  the  con- 
stitution will  be  nearly  destroyed,  you  may  have  recourse  to 
an  operation  ; but  even  here  there  will  not  always  be  occasion 
for  it.  You  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  in  the  other  hos- 
pital at  present,  in  a case  to  which  I have  so  often  alluded, 
separation  taking  place  above  the  centre  of  the  leg ; there  is 
no  necessity  to  amputate  always  under  such  circumstances, 
and  you  can  give  the  patient  a chance  of  his  life,  without  re- 
sorting to  it,  if  he  dread  the  knife. 

I say,  gentlemen,  in  constitutional  gangrene,  never  amputate 
till  the  sloughing  process  has  commenced,  and  healthy  granu- 
lations are  to  be  seen  on  the  sore ; for  if  an  operation  be  per- 


TUEAT.MEiNT  OF  GANGRENE. 


109 


formed,  tJie  parts  will  assume  exactly  the  same  appearance 
after  as  before  it.  It  is  curious  to  see  how  the  loss  of  a slight 
quantity  of  blood  will  destroy  life  iii  these  cases.  When  I was 
a dresser  at  these  hospitals,  during  my  apprenticeship,  a case 
of  sloughing  opposite  to  the  calf  was' brought  in  : Mr.  Cline 
my  old  master,  on  going  round  the  wards,  said  to  the  dresser,’ 
that  the  projecting  ends  of  the  bone  had  better  be  removed’. 
There  were  some  granulations  between  the  bones,  which,  in" 
sawing  them  off,  tlie  dresser  did  not  observe,  and  there’fore 
cut  through  them  ; little  hemorrhage  ensued  ; no  ligature  wss 
applied  ; yet,  on  the  same  night,  the  patient  died.  There  was 
a case  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Forster,  in  the  other  hospital,  on 
which  he  performed  the  operation  of  amputation  : there  ’was 
gangrene  on  one  foot,  a slight  gangrene  on  the  nose,  and  the 
other  foot.  The  leg  was  amputated  ; but  the  infection  spread 
in  the  nose  and  foot,  which,  before  the  operation,  were  slightly 
gangrenous  : then,  gentlemen,  it  is  proper  to  consider  that 
amputation  should  never  be  performed  till  the  constitution  is 
in  a sound  state,  and  healthy  granulations  have  appeared. 

But  with  respect  to  gangrene  from  defective  action,  or  ac- 
cident— 

When  called  to  a person  labouring  under  gangrene,  arising 
from  accident  or  pressure  on  some  important  vessel,  am- 
putation may  be  performed  without  the  least  hesitatio’n.  A 
girl  was  brought  to  this  hospital,  who,  in  endeavouring  to 
reach  something  from  the  chimney-jiiece,  trod  on  the  fender 
which  turned  over  on  its  edge,  and  she  fell  backwards  ; there 
wa.s  a compound  disloctaion  of  the  elbow-joint,  together 
with  a wound  of  the  brachial  artery  ; this  vessel  was  tied  by 
the  dresser,  hemorrhage  was  arrested,  gangrene  soon  after- 
wards appeared  in  the  finger,  when,  nine  days  from  the  acci^' 
dent,  the  operation  of  amputation  was  performed  above  the 
elbow-joint,  and  the  patient  did  e.xtremcly  well.  A man  was 
brought  to  Guy’s  fioiu  Woolwich  with  popliteal  aneurism  : 
tlie  aneuiism  had  acquired  a great  size  ; there  was  a gangren- 
ous state  of  the  limb  below,  so  that  it  was  thought  there  was 
no  chance  of  saving  his  life  by  tying  the  artery ; therefore 
ampittation  was  performed.  Before  the  operation  the  pulse 
was  from  120  to  130.  In  the  evening,  after  the  removal  of 
the  limb,  1 sent  Mr.  Callaway,  who  was  my  apprentice  at  that 
time,  to  see  how  (he  patient  was  doing ; he  found  that  the 
pulse  had  fallen  to  90^  and  no  stump  that  ever  came  under 
my  care  turned  out  inore  favourably.  Thus,  instead  of  in- 
crea.sing  the  iiiitability  of  the  constitution,  the  .source  of  the 
irritation  being  removed,  the  health  of  the  patient  became 
improved. 
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Of  Gangrene  in  Olu  Persons. 

We  often  find  old  persons  afflicted  witii  gangrene,  from 
very  sliglit  causes,  and  particularly  those  who  are  tall.  The 
heart  being  naturally  weakened  by  age,  the  circulation  be- 
comes extremely  languid  in  the  feet;  hence  mortification  of 
tlie  toes  ensues.  The  appearances  whicli  the  part  assumes 
are  these: — at  first  it  is  red  and  painful ; the  jicrson,  thinking 
little  of  the  matter,  puts  upon  the  affected  part  a jiiece  of 
linen  ; in  a few  days  tlie  cuticle  comes  off,  and  there  issues 
from  the  surface  a sauious  discharge ; red  streaks  are  now 
seen  passing  from  different  parts  of  the  foot  up  the  leg  ; and 
tlie  glands  in  the  groin  often  undergo  considerable  infiamma- 
tion  and  enlargement ; all  the  absorbent  vessels  of  the  foot 
becoming  intlamed,  produce  universal  redness  of  the  diseased 
member.  Soon  after  this  the  gangrene  begins  to  extend,  de- 
stroys the  whole  of  the  foot,  and  passes  to  the  upper  part  of 
the  leg,  where  it  usually  stops,  as  it  seldom  reaches  the  thigh  ; 
the  constitution  'becomes  considerably  influenced ; there  is 
some  degree  of  fever,  and  the  cheeks  are  of  a florid  red  co- 
lour. This  gangrene  will  not  commonly  destroy  life,  if  atten- 
tion be  paid  to  the  (latient.  It  generally  arises  from  ossifi- 
cation of  the  arteries — not  of  the  large  vessels,  but  of  the 
small.  These  losing  their  elasticity,  combined  with  a debili- 
tated. action  of  the  heart,  give  rise  to  the  disease  of  which  I 
am  now  speaking.  The  earthy  matter  is  sometimes  deposited 
in  great  quantities  in  the  large  vessels;  and  here  (showing  a 
preparation)  is  an  example,  in  which  the  deposition  of  earthy 
substance  has  rendered  the  principal  arteries  of  the  leg,  and 
even  part  of  the  femoral  artery,  impervious. 

I recollect  sotue  time  ago  a very  intelligent  surgeon  telling 
me,  that  he  thought  a certain  nobleman,  whom  he  was  at  that 
time  attending,  had  ossification  of  the  arteries  of  the  leg,  and 
that  it  wouhl  some  day  give  rise  to  gangrene — of  which  gan- 
grene his  Lordship  has  since  died. 

Where  ossification  of  the  blood-vessels  exists,  very  slight 
causes  will  give  rise  to  gangrene.  A gentleman  of  the  city, 
in  cutting  a toe-nail,  carried  the  knife  too  far,  and  cut  the 
<iuick,  as  it  is  termed ; the  wound  soon  became  gangrenous 
and  black,  and  in  the  sequel  he  died.  1 attended  a gentleman, 
an  old  surgeon,  who,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  rid  of  a 
bunion,  had  (most  foolishly)  put  a lancet  into  it  ; gangrene 
followed,  and  he  died.  I was  lately  sent  for  by  Mr.  Holt, 
surgeon,  of  Tottenham,  to  see  a gentleman,  who,  when  cut- 
ting a corn,  had  carried  the  incision  a little  too  far,  so  as  to 
produce  bleeding : gangrene  here  likewise  took  place.  Old 
persons  must,  therefore,  be  cautious  how  they  finger  their 
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toes— (rt  laugh)  ; for  life  being  almost  out,  very  little  will 
prove  a comi)lete  extinguislicr. 

A poultice,  composed  of  port  wine  and  linseed  meal,  will 
generally  be  found  the  best  local  application  : and  your  in- 
ternal remedy  should  consist  of  opium  combined  with  am- 
monia. You  must  not  expect  that  these  cases  will  always 
recover.  I have  known,  however,  a single  toe,  a whole  set. 
and  even  the  entire  foot,  to  slongh,  and  yet  the  patient  do  well. 
In  these  cases  you  must  never  amputate — whether  there  be 
healthy  granulations  or  not,  do  not  amputate;  for  as  surely  as 
you  do,  mortification  of  the  stump  will  supervene. 

The  next  subject  of  which  I shall  speak  is 
Caruuncle. 

Of  this  I shall  have  but  little  to  say,  as  many  of  the  fore- 
going observations  are  equally  applicable  here. 

When  carbuncle  is  about  to  take  place  in  any  part,  it  is  gene- 
rally preceded  by  pain,  and  at  first  a swelling  of  considerable 
hardness  ; this  is  occasioned  by  the  adhesive  inflammation  ; 
the  surface  of  the  tumour  then  assumes  a livid  redness  and  a 
spongy  soft  feel ; little  ulcers  now  form  in  the  skin,  which, 
from  their  number,  give  it  a sieve-like  appearance,  so  nume- 
rous are  the  orifices  : from  these  a white  discharge  passes — 
this  fluid  resembles  flour  and  water  mixed  together:  and  a 
man  who  has  seen  much  of  carbuncle,  knows  the  nature  of 
the  disease  instantly  upon  seeing  the  discharge.  When  the 
little  openings  are  ail  formed  into  one,  the  dead  cellular  mem- 
brane begins  to  escape,  for  it  previously  cannot  do  so,  from 
the  smallness  of  the  apertures.  In  gangrene  of  the  extremities 
there  is  not  this  mechanical  obstruction  to  the  sloughing  of  the 
dead  part.  And  though  gangrene  is  generally  difficult  to  cure, 
yet  carbuncle  usually  does  well,  excejtt  when  situated  on  the 
head  or  neck.  Though  persons  will  recover  from  carbuncles 
of  an  enonnous  size  upon  the  back,  yet  very  small  ones  on  the 
head  or  neck  will  often  destroy  life;  indeed  I never  saw  a 
patient  who  recovered  from  carbuncle  upon  the  head  ; in  these 
cases  there  i.s  effusion  between  the  tunica  arachnoides  and  pia 
matter.  The  inflammation  which  attends  fistula  in  ano  will 
sometimes  destroy  the  cellular  membrane  of  the  neighbouring 
parts,  thereby  occasioning  an  enormous  quantity  of  the  nates 
to  slough,  and  yet  the  itatient  shall  do  well. 

Treatment.— 'I'hc  peculiar  treatment  of  carbuncle  consists 
in  making  upon  the  surface  of  the  swelling,  at  an  early  jreriod 
of  the  disea.se,  a large  crucial  inci.sion,  for  the  |)urpose  of 
affording  the  /leadened  parts  an  opportunity  of  escaping;  then 
apply  the  port  wine  j/oultice,  and  give  the  patient  such  stimu- 
iant.s  as  will  tend  to  increase  the  vigour  of  his  constitution. 
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and  here  wo  shall  again  find  opium  and  ammonia  our  sheet 
ancliors.  Of  Erysifelas. 

Inflammation  of  the  skin  is  generally  extensive.  Why?  In 
conseiiucuce  of  the  surface  being  unbroken.  'I'lnis,  when  the 
pleura  or  peritoneum  is  attacked  by  inflammation,  the  whole 
of  these  membranes  usually  become  affected  by  it ; and  also 
when  erysipelatous  inflammation  invades  the  skin,  it  is  not 
uncommon  to  see  it  run  from  one  part  to  another,  till  half  the 
body  is  covered  by  it.  Sometimes  it  is  ushered  in  by  fever, 
and  sometimes  not.  Certain  constitutions  are  sooner  affected 
by  it  that)  others,  atid  often  its  effects  appear  to  be  entirely 
local.  But  unquestionably  it  affects  the  constitution  more 
frequently  than  otherwise.  Its  characteristic  appearances  are, 
a florid  skin,  with  vesicles  containing  a secretion  of  an  amber 
colour  under  the  raised  cuticle.  It  is  seldom  that  the  skin  sup- 
purates in  these  cases ; the  cellular  membrane,  howev'er,  oc- 
casionally does.  It  is  very  common  for  erysipelatous  inflam- 
mation to  terminate  in  gangrene.  You  must  not  consider  all 
cases  of  inflamed  skin  erysi|)elas.  I have  often  seen  cases 
treated  as  such,  where  it  would  have  been  right  to  deplete. 
'Pile  best  characteristic  sign  is  its  vesicular  appearance ; and 
this  constitutes  a specific  difference  between  it  and  common 
inflammation. 

The  head  seems  to  be  more  commonly  affected  by  it  than  any 
otberpart;  it  often  succeeds  the  most  trifling  injury  of  the 
scalp  ; ami,  like  carbuncle,  when  it  occurs  in  this  situation, 
generally  destroys  life.  I had  the  misfortune  to  lose  a lady 
of  considerable  consequence  fi  om  its  effects,  where  it  came  on 
after  the  removal  of  a small  encysted  tumour  from  the  fore- 
head. It  made  its  appearance  three  days  after  the  operation, 
and  all  the  exertions  of  Dr,  Baillie  and  myself  were  unable  to 
arrest  its  progress.  Thus  a trifling  operation  on  the  scalp  de- 
stroyed life,  ill  consequence  of  having  been  succeeded  by  ery- 
sipelatous inflammation. 

After  a person  has  once  had  this  disease,  he  is  very  subject 
to  it  again  ; and  some  persons  appear  to  be  predisposed  to  its 
fonnatiou. 

It  generally  makes  its  appearance  in  spring  and  autumn, 
but  seldom  in  winter,  and  not  very  often  in  summer.  What- 
ever renders  the  body  irritable  predisposes  to  erysipelas.  In 
hospital  jiractice,  surgeons  were  formerly  exceedingly  afraid  to 
operate  in  autumn  and  spring  ; for  it  has  often  happened  that 
the  stimulating  effects  of  adliesive  plaster  have  produced  this 
disease,  and  have  led  to  the  death  of  the  patient.  Sometimes 
it  is  epidemic,  and  sometimes  contagious. 

Treatment  of  Erysipelas, — In  this  town  the  following  plan 
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is  pursued,  and  whicl)>/or  London,  is  undoubtedly  the  best ; — 
Vou  at  first  give  calomel,  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  the 
secretions  of  the  liver  and  intestines  : then  allow  a generous 
diet,  and  administer  the  ordinai7  tonics  ; or  from  what  1 
have  witnessed,  1 would  advise  you  to  try  the  sulphate  of 
quinine;  it  is  a most  powerful  tonic,  excites  in  the  stomach  a 
genial  warmth,  and  will  often  remain  in  that  organ  when  bark 
will  not. 

Dr.  Marcet,  now  deceased,  but  late  a physician  of  Guy’s, 
endeavoured  to  ascertain  whether  the  antiphlogistic  or  tonic 
mode  of  treatment  was  best  for  this  disease;  therefore  he  put 
two  persons,  having  erysipelas,  into  adjoining  beds  ; to  one  of 
whom  were  given  tonics  and  a generous  diet ; to  the  other, 
salines  and  low  diet;  blood  likewise  was  abstracted  from  the 
latter ; they  both  recovered,  the  former  rapidly,  while  the 
latter  lingered  in  a debilitated  state  for  a very  considerable 
period.  You  will  find,  where  the  erysipelas  attacks  the  lower 
orders  of  this  town,  who  weaken  their  constitutions  by  the 
excessive  use  of  ardent  spirits,  that  gin  may  be  sometimes  ad- 
vantageously employed  as  a remedy,  at  once  being  the  evil  and 
its  cure  ; the  two  last  cases  of  this  disease  whicii  I saw  in  the 
other  hospital,  prove  the  truth  of  what  I am  now  saying:  a 
man  had  erysipelas  dreadfully  severe  ; his  head  swollen  to  an 
enormous  size,  and  his  recovery,  by  every  person,  thought  im- 
possible. It  was  discovered,  one  day,  that  his  wife  brought  him 
some  gin.  He  declared  that  he  was  better  from  having  drank 
it,  was  consequently  permitted  its  continuance,  and,  to  the 
astonishment  of  all,  he  rapidly  got  well. 

Not  six  weeks  after  this,  there  was  another  man,  similarly 
circumstanced,  brought  into  the  same  ward ; and  having,  from 
the  result  of  the  above  case,  formed  a high  opinion  of  gin 
(ff  laugh),  I directed  the  sister  to  give  it  here  also;  and  really 
this  patient  recovered  as  speedily  as  the  former. 


LECTURE  XVI. 


On  Injuries  of  the  Head. 

Before  I proceed  to  mention  these,  1 will  give  you  a brief 
account  of  the  nervous  system ; a correct  knowledge  of  which, 
however,  can  only  be  acquired  by  assiduity  in  the  dissecting 
room.  The  nervous  system  is  composed  of  the  following 
parts,  viz.,  brain  (which  is  divided  into  cerebrum,  cerebellum, 
and  medulla  oblongata),  medulla  spinalis,  and  two  sets  of 
nerves  — one  set  issuing  from  the  brtfin,  and  the  other  from  the 
medulla  spinalis.  Beside  these,  there  is  also  the  grand  sym- 
pathetic nerve,  which  may  be  said  to  form  a system  in  itself 


114. 


ON  INJURIES  OF  THE  HEAD. 


Tlie  nerves  are  freely  distributed  lo  every  part  of  tlie  human 
frame,  and  are  the  means  by  which  all  voluntary  anti  involun- 
tary motions  are  maintained.  It  is  impossible  tliat  a mere  de- 
scription of  the  nervous  system,  in  this  place,  however  minute 
it  might  be,  could  make  you  snfliciently  acquainted  with  its 
anatomy  ; for  this  can  only  be  obtained  by  the  most  careful 
and  attentive  examination  of  the  dead  body.  It  is  necessary, 
however,  for  you,  at  this  moment,  to  bear  in  mind,  that  an 
immediate  communication  exists  between  the  stomach  and 
brain,  by  means  of  the  eighth  ])air  of  nerves,  or  par  vagum  ; 
for  unless  you  do  this  it  is  probable  that  an  im|)ortant  symp- 
tom, which  I shall  ])rese.ntly  mention,  attendant  ou  injuries  of 
the  brain,  will  be  but  imperfectly  understood.  There  is  al..-o 
•another  circumstance  connected  with  the  brain,  to  which  1 
wish  particularly  to  direct  your  attention,  viz.  its  being  the 
vehicle  of  the  mind  ; or,  rather,  I might  say,  the  medium 
through  which  the  mind  is  communicated.  The  influence  of 
the  brain  ou  the  n'ind,  and  vice  versd,  will  be  amply  demoti- 
strated  to  you  as  1 i)roceed. 

Now,  when  the  brain  receives  an  injury,  the  symptoms 
stated  to  be  the  result  of  that  injury  are,  general  loss  of  sense 
atid  volition,  if  the  injury  be  considerable  ; but  if  not  so  severe, 
some  portion  of  sense  and  volition  will  remain  ; for  e.xample, 
when  you  are  called  to  the  bed-side  of  a person  thus  situated, 
you  find  him  to  be  what  is  termed  comatose.  If  you  speak 
shar|)ly  to  him,  he  becomes  roused  for  the  moment,  mumbles 
some  brief  answer  to  you,  again  lays  down,  and  relapses  into 
his  former  sleepy  state  : thus  yon  observe  partial  mental  facul- 
ties and  volition  still  remain.  'J'his  state  you  should  minutely 
note,  as  it  will  greatly  assist  you  in  your  after  diagnosis ; and 
you  must  be  upon  your  guard  that  you  are  not  deceived  here  ; 
for  a man  in  this  condition  very  much  resembles  one  in  a state 
of  .intoxication ; and  this  similitude  often  proves  exceedingly 
harassing  to  the  surgeon.  He  is  probably  seut  for  to  a person 
who,  it  is  stated,  has  received  a severe  injury  of  the  head.  He 
finds  him  with  a very  severe  laceration  of  the  scalp,  together 
with  stupor,  and  sometimes  even  stertorous  breathing.  Not 
knowing  that  the  individual  was  intoxicated  at  the  time  of  re- 
ceiving the  injury,  the  surgeon  attributes  the  above  symptoms 
to  concussion  or  compression,  when,  after  a few  hours,  the 
l)ersou  recovers  from  his  drunken  fit,  and  it  becomes  ap- 
parent that  he  received  no  other  mischief  than  a wound  in 
the  scalp. 

In  addition  to  loss  of  sense  and  motion,  the  faeces  involun- 
tarily pass  oft',  from  the  sphincter  ani  losing  its  retentive 
power  through  the  sympathetic  influence  of  the  great  sympa- 
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thctic  nerve  — the  voluntary  power  of  tlie  bladder  becomes  for 
the  time  extinct — the  urine  is  retained,  and  you  are  obliged 
to  piiss  a catheter  for  its  removal  at  the  very  time  vvlien  the 
escape  of  the  faeces  cannot  be  controlled.  But  the  involuntary 
functions  of  no  organ  are  so  soon  affected  by  injuries  of  the 
brain  as  those  of  the  stomacli ; this  arises  from  the  connexion 
before  explained  to  you  ; vomiting,  therefore,  is  one  of  the 
first  symptoms,  though  tlie  faeces  pass  involuntarily,  yet  there 
is  such  torpor  of  the  intestinal  canal  that  purgatives  will  not 
easily  excite  action,  and  there  will  be  found  considerable  diffi- 
culty in  procuring  evacuations  ; the  pulse  is  said  to  beat  labo- 
riously ; for  the  heart  being  affected,  it  cannot  readily  get  rid 
of  its  contents.  The  pulse,  however,  is  not  slow,  unless  the 
body  be  at  rest : for  upon  the  slightest  exertion  it  becomes 
exceedingly  quick  : the  pupils  are  dilated,  and  there  is  some- 
times bleeding  from  the  nose,  which,  when  the  patient  has 
been  kept  lying  on  his  back,  often  occasions  vomiting  of 
blood  ; when  the  injury  has  extended  to  the  basis  of  the  skull, 
producing  fracture  there,  it  is  generally  attended  with  bleeding 
from  the  ears.  'J'hese  cases  are  vei’y  dangerous,  and  persons 
usually  fall  victims  to  them.  In  addition  to  the  symptoms 
already  enumerated,  there  is  often  partial  paralysis,  or  hemi- 
plegia ; squinting  is  occasionally  produced  ; the  natural  direc- 
tion of  one  or  both  eyes  becoming  changed  ; permanent,  par- 
tial, or  total  aberration  of  the  mental  faculties  may  also  be 
added  to  the  consequences  already  enumerated,  arising  from 
injuries  of  the  brain. 

When  asked  to  explain  the  difference  between  concussion 
and  compression,  you  answer  concussion  is  simply  a shock 
which  the  brain  has  received,  more  or  less  severe,  attended 
with  laceration  or  not:  and  compression  arises  from  either  a 
depressed  portion  of  hone,  the  extravasation  of  blood,  or  the 
formation  of  matter : and  from  whichever  of  these  it  springs, 
the  symptoms  will  be  the  same. 

In  describing  the  symptoms  and  treatment  of  these  diseases 
more  particularly,  I will  first  begin  with  Concussion.  When 
called  to  a person  whom  you  find  in  a state  of  stupefaction, 
but  not  to  a great  degree  ; regular  pulse,  tranquil  and  regular 
breathing  ; and  the  accident  has  existed  some  hours,  you  will 
generally  be  justified  iu  pronouncing  that  the  injury  has  been 
trifling  : but  when  the  individual  has  been  first  seized  with 
vomiting,  is  incapable  of  using  any  muscular  power  from  loss 
of  nervous  influence ; a total  aberration  of  the  mental  faculties, 
with  intermittent  pulse  and  breathing,  these  will  be  found  the 
diagnostic  symptoms  of  severe  injury,  and  the  case  a dangerous 
one.  In  simple  concussion,  where  the  derangement  is  not  so 
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extensive  as  that  just  described,  and  where  the  patient,  upon 
being  spoken  to,  raises  himself,  as  if  awoke  from  a sound  sleep, 
and  where  some  power  of  volition  still  remains,  you  will  find 
one  of  the  best  diagnostic  symptoms  to  he  the  accelerated  ac- 
tion of  the  pulse  upon  the  patient  exerting  himself ; a man  in 
this  state  with  a pulse  at  70,  on  being  raised,  or  attempting  to 
walk,  will  have  it  inordinately  quickened,  it  will  instantly 
beat  130  in  a minute  ; this  is  a never  failing  symptom,  and 
where  the  patient  can  be  made  to  exert  himself  at  all,  will  be 
found  a sure  characteristic  of  the  disease.  'J'liere  is  also  in 
these  cases  a greater  action  of  the  carotids  than  in  health  ; 
they  beat  more  violently,  though  not  more  quickly,  if  the  pa- 
tient be  at  rest ; if  asked  what  are  the  best  marked  symptoms 
of  concussion,  1 should  say  this  increased  motion  of  the  ca- 
rotids ; the  apparent  tranquil  sleep  ; the  instantaneous  relapse 
to  that  state  after  having  been  roused  ; the  remarkable  ex- 
citement of  the  pulse  upon  using  exertion,  and  insensibility 
having  immediatoly  followed  the  injury. 

The  diminution  of  the  operations  of  tlie  mind  is  often  so 
great  in  concussion,  even  where  considerable  voluntary  motion 
remains,  that  you  cannot,  even  by  hallooing  as  loudly  as  you 
are  capable,  get  any  other  answer  from  your  patient,  than 
‘ eh  !’  delivered  in  a gruff  under-tone.  1 have  known  several 
very  curious  circumstances  of  this  kind  ; — one  case  was  that 
of  a geiltleman  who  had  met  with  an  injury  of  the  liead,  by 
which  concussion  had  been  produced — every  endeavour  to  get 
a word  from  him  was  ineffectual ; yet  at  one  period,  when  the 
attendants  were  all  absent,  he  got  out  of  bed,  bolted  the  door, 
made  water,  and  returned  to  bed  again,  in  the  same  manner 
as  though  he  had  been  in  perfect  health ; when  the  servant 
went  back,  he  found  the  door  fastened ; all  their  knocking 
was  unavailing ; they  were  obliged  to  break  it  open,  and  then 
could  not  procure  from  him  a single  word.  Indeed,  I do  not 
believe  the  noise  of  an  earthquake  would  have  succeeded  in 
rousing  him  from  liis  lethargy  ; yet  he  could  get  out  of  bed, 
pass  his  urine,  and  adopt  his  ordinary  habit  of  delicacy,  by 
bolting  the  door.  I have  caught  a man  when  labouring  under 
the  effects  of  concussion,  with  his  feet  in  a chamber-pot,  and 
by  the  action  of  his  hands,  it  was  evident  that  he  was  trying 
to  throw  water  over  his  legs  ; upon  the  servant  going  into  the 
room  of  the  same  individual  some  days  after,  he  was  found  to 
be  attempting  to  shave  himself,  and  having  no  lather,  he  sub- 
stituted a pot  of  spermaceti  ointment,  which  he  had  brushed 
all  over  his  face. 

I suppose  you  have  all  heard  of  the  extraordinary  change 
which  the  memory  sometimes  undergoes  from  the  effects  of 
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concussion.  The  fii'St  story  of  this  kind  that  I ever  lieard  was 
from  Mr.  Cline.  A man  was  taken  to  Guy’s,  in  a state  of  in- 
sensibility, in  which  condition  he  remained  for  some  time,  but 
at  length  recovered ; and  when  he  did  so,  no  person  in  the 
hospital  could  understand  his  language  ; a milk  woman  hap- 
pening to  go  into  the  ward  one  day,  heard  him,  and  discovered 
that  he  was  speaking  Welch  ; he  told  her  that  he  knew  Eng- 
lish well  before  the  accident,  but  after  it  all  knowledge  of  that 
language  was  obliterated  from  his  mind.  It  had  been  recently 
acquired ; the  impression  was  less  strong,  and  consequently 
the  more  easily  effaced. 

I witnessed  a similar  circumstance  in  the  case  of  a German, 
who  was  a sugar-baker  in  this  town,  and  who  had  compres- 
sion of  the  brain,  arising  not  from  any  injury  by  violencei  but 
from  pressure  inconsequence  of  the  formation  of  matter.  This 
man  could  speak  English  extremely  well  before  the  compres- 
sion ; but  as  the  compression  increased  from  the  accumulation 
of  matter,  he  lost  his  English  entirely,  and  J could  only  com- 
municate with  him  through  the  medium  of  an  interpreter.  At 
last  he  lost  the  power  of  speaking  even  in  his  native  language, 
and  he  died  in  consequence  of  the  accumulation  of  matter.  It 
is  curious  to  observe  the  gradual  change  which  takes  place  in 
the  intellectual  faculties,  as  alterations  occur  in  the  brain  ; 
and  the  gradual  diminution  of  ideas  which  have  been  more  re- 
cently acquired,  until  at  length  they  become  totally  obliterated. 
Old  persons  are  observed  to  be  fond  of  relating  anecdotes  of 
their  youth,  forgetting  incidents  of  more  recent  occurrence  ; 
and  the  change  which  takes  place  in  the  intellect  from  injuries 
of  the  brain  is  very  similar  to  the  effects  of  age.  The  patient 
becomes,  as  it  were,  suddenly  old,  loses  impressions  of  a re- 
cent date,  and  is  sen.sible  only  of  those  which  he  has  received 
in  his  earlier  years.  Such  is  the  state  of  mind  very  frequently 
produced  by  compression  of  the  brain. 

With  respect  to  the  state  of  the  brain  under  concussion, 
when  the  concussion  i.s  not  extremely  violent,  there  is  merely 
a change  in  the  circulation  of  the  brain. 

A sudden  shock  will  so  far  disturb  the  circulation  of  this 
organ,  as  to  produce  diminution  of  the  powers  of  the  mind,  as 
well  as  to  impair  the  functions  of  the  body.  1 shall  have  oc- 
casion to  mention  to  yon  a most  extraordinary  case,  in  which 
the  functions  of  the  mind  were  suspended  from  an  interruption 
of  circulation  in  the  brain,  for  u|)wards  of  thirteen  months  ; the 
patient  having,  as  it  were  drunk  of  the  cup  of  Lethe  during 
all  that  period.  Any  change  of  the  circulation  in  the  brain 
aUer.s,  in  some  degree,  the  powers  of  mind  and  body  ; but  if 
tlic  agitation  be  very  considerable,  the  powers  of  the  mind  will 
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be  for  a time  suspended.  Thus,  wlien  a person  is  said  to  be 
stunned,  there  is  a sudden  alteration  of  the  ciiculation  in  the 
brain,  and  a corresponding  loss  of  sensibility  ; but  when  the 
circulation  is  lestored  by  the  means  which  1 shall  presently 
point  out  to  you,  the  powers  of  the  mind  return  with  those  of 
the  body.  When  the  concussion  is  very  violent,  a lesion  of 
the  brain  takes  place  ; but  when  it  is  slight,  no  appearances 
can  be  discovered  on  dissection  which  indicate  any  alteration 
of  structure.  A person  may  die  from  another  injury,  accom- 
panied witli  concussion  ; and  on  examination  after  death,  not 
the  least  alteration  tnay  be  found  in  the  brain.  'I'his  is  not  the 
case,  however,  where  the  concussion  is  violent.  1 have  before 
me  a great  number  of  preparations,  from  tlie  brains  of  patients 
who  have  died  of  concussion,  in  most  of  which  that  organ  was 
considerably  lacerated,  and  some  extravasation  of  blood  is  ob- 
servable witkin  the  brain.  (Several  beautiful  specimens  of 
lacerated  brain,  accompanied  with  extravasation  of  blood,  were 
exhibited  to  the  class.)  'Fliese  specimens  shows  the  effects  pro- 
duced by  seveie  concussion.  I remember  a case  of  a gentle- 
man, an  intimate  friend  of  the  late  Lord  Nelson,  who  fell  from 
his  horse  at  the  corner  of  St  'riiomas’s-strcet,  in  the  Borough. 
He  was  immediately  taken  to  Guy’s  Hospital,  where  he  was 
found  to  have  all  the  symptoms  of  concussion,  and  he  vvas 
treated  in  the  usual  manner.  On  examination  of  the  body 
after  death  (for  he  died  eight  days  after  the  accident),  the 
brain  was  found- to  be  lacerated  in  several  places,  and  consi- 
derable extravasation  of  blood  had  taken  place.  In  general, 
therefore,  when  the  concussion  is  slight,  there  will  he  only  an 
alteration  of  circulation  in  the  brain  ; but  when  it  is  severe, 
there  will  be  laceration,  accompanied  with  extravasation  of 
blood,  and  the  symptoms  will  be  found  to  run  into  those  of 
compression.  The  first  case  in  which  I ever  saw  the  brain 
lacerated  from  concussion,  was  one  which  occuned  at  the 
other  hospital,  in  the  first  year  of  my  apprenticeship,  when  I 
was  a dresser  to  IMr  Chandler.  As  this  was  the  first  case  of 
the  kind  1 had  seen,  1 preserved  a |)ortion  of  the  brain.  'I'he 
patient  had  lost  the  power  of  speech  from  a blow  on  the  head  ; 
i)ut  there  vvas  no  appearance  of  any  wound  or  injury  to  the 
skull.  Mr.  Chandler  attributed  the  loss  of  sjjeecli  to  concus- 
sion. On  examination  of  the  body  after  death,  it  was  found 
that  the  anterior  lobe  of  the  cerebrum  \vas  torn,  the  first  effect 
of  which  injury  was  the  loss  of  the  i)ovver  of  utterance,  or 
rather  a paralysis  of  the  muscles,  which  deprived  him  of  the 
power  of  speech,  and  subsequently  compression  and  inffamma- 
tion,  of  which  he  died.  When  you  are  asked,  then,  as  to  the 
effects  of  concussion,  as  they  may  be  collected  from  the  ap- 
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pearances  on  dissection,  yon  will  answer,  that  when  the  con- 
cussion is  slight,  it  is  merely  an  agitation  of  tlie  brain,  by 
which  the  circulation  is  altered ; but  when  it  is  severe,  the 
brain  itself  suffers  laceration,  which  laceration  is  accompanied 
with  extravasation  of  blood.  By  the  knowledge  of  these  facts 
we  are  led,  without  difficidty,  to  the  principles  of  treatment. 

Treatment  of  Concussion. — The  great  danger  which  we  have 
to  guard  against,  in  the  treatment  of  concussion,  is  inflamma- 
tion of  the  brain.  'Phis  principle  must  direct  our  practice  ; 
and  in  order  to  prevent  inflammation,  we  must  take  away  a 
very  considerable  quantity  of  blood.  By  bleeding  largely  at 
first,  we  not  only  remove  existing  inflammation,  but  we  pre- 
vent that  which  would  otherwise  occur.  This  practice,  how- 
ever, may  be  carried  to  excess.  There  are  some  persons  who 
say  you  cannot  bleed  too  much  in  these  cases  ; but  such  an 
assertion  only  proves  their  want  of  understanding.  You  must 
regulate  your  conduct  by  the  symptoms  ; observe  whether 
there  be  any  hardness  in  your  patient’s  pulse,  and  whether  he 
complains  of  pain  in  the  head,  if  he  have  still  the.  power  of 
complaining;  watch  your  patient  with  the  greatest  possible 
anxiety ; visit  him  at  least  three  times  a-day,  and  if  you  find 
any  hardness  of  the  pulse  supervening,  after  the  first  copious 
bleeding,  take  away  a tea  cupful  of  blood  ; but  do  not  go  on 
bleeding  him  largely,  for  you  would  by  this  means  reduce  the 
strength  of  your  patient  too  much,  and  prevent  the  reparative 
process  of  nature.  It  is  necessary  that  there  should  be  a slight 
degree  of  inflammation,  for  withoutthis,  the  reparative  process 
cannot  go  on,  and  the  patient  cannot  recover;  but  it  will  be 
your  duty  to  keep  this  inflammation  within  due  bounds.  I 
shall  mention  a case  in  which  fatal  consequences  ensued  from 
the  error  committed  by  the  surgeon  in  bleeding  his  patient  to 
such  excess,  that  the  slight  degree  of  inflammation  necessary 
to  the  process  of  adhesion  was  removed,  and  the  reparative 
process  of  nature  consequently  prevented. 

In  these  lectures,  gentlemen,  I feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to 
describe  to  you  surgery  as  it  is  — and  not  in  the  glowing  co- 
lours in  which  it  is  painted  to  you  in  books.  You  must  be 
content  to  practise  surgery  as  it  is — not  as  is  sometimes  falla- 
ciously represented  to  you.  I am  most  anxious  that  you 
should  omit  nothing  which  may  contribute  to  increase  your 
professional  skill,  and  enable  you  to  afford  the  greatest  pos- 
sible sum  of  relief  to  the  sufferings  of  your  patients  ; but  they 
who  blazon  forth  our  profession  as  one  which  is  attended 
with  undeviating  success,  are  only  deceiving  you.  You  must 
hear  the  untoward  cases  of  your  profession,  as  well  as  those 
of  which  the  issue  is  favourable,  in  order  to  form  a correct 
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judgment  in  your  minds  of  what  your  jirofession  really  is.  It 
is  for  these  reasons,  gentlemen,  that  I shall  never  hesitate, 
couie  qui  coute,  to  detail  to  you,  and  perhaps  to  the  public, 
those  cases  which  have  terminated  unfavourably.  I have  a 
duty  to  perform,  and  1 shall  never  shrink  from  the  discharge 
of  it.  It  is  by  detailing  to  you  the  unfavourable  as  well  as  the 
favourable  cases,  that  I can  alone  perform  that  duty  ; for  it  is 
by  such  a course  alone  that  1 can  |)oint  out  to  you  the  rocks 
which  you  are  to  avoid,  as  well  as  the  havens  in  which  you  are 
to  endeavour  to  anchor.  The  case  to  which  1 last  alluded  was 
one  of  concussion,  accompanied  with  slight  laceration  of  the 
brain,  which  occurred  in  the  other  hospital.  The  gentleman 
under  whose  care  the  patient  was,  thought  it  right  to  bleed 
him,  and  that  he  could  not  bleed  him  too  largely.  He  accord- 
ingly bled,  not  only  from  day  to  day,  but  twice  a day.  The 
cousequence  of  this  mode  of  tieatment  was,  that  the  patient 
became  perfectly  pale,  was  in  a state  of  considerable  dejection, 
not  of  the  mind,'  but  of  the  powers  of  the  body,  and  died 
without  any  symptoms  of  inflammation,  ten  days  after  the 
injury.  On  e.xamiuation  of  the  body,  it  was  found  that  there 
was  a slight  laceration  of  the  brain,  with  some  degree  of  ex- 
travasation of  blood,  but  that  not  the  slightest  attempt  had 
been  made  by  nature  to  heal  the  wound.  You  are  aware  that 
the  brain  heals,  like  any  other  organ,  by  the  process  of  adhe- 
sion ; but  in  this  case,  the  quantity  of  blood  taken  from  the 
patient  was  so  large,  that  the  slight  inflammation  necessary 
to  the  adhesive  process  was  removed,  and  the  process  of  restor- 
ation consequently  prevented.  Still  it  is  often  necessary  to 
take  away  blood,  after  the  first  large  bleeding  ; but  it  must  be 
taken  in  small  quantities,  and  you  must  watch  the  patient 
with  the  greatest  possible  anxiety,  for  the  symptoms  can  alone 
regulate-  your  practice.  Sometimes  it  is  necessary  to  take 
away  large  quantities  of  blood.  I was  called  to  a gentleman 
who  had  fallen  from  his  horse  in  riding  to  London.  I found 
him  insensible  on  my  arrival.  Mr.  Constable,  who  attended 
him,  had  already  bled  him,  but  1 judged  it  necessary  to  bleed 
him  again  largely  , and  I took  blood  in  smaller  quantities  from 
him  day  after  day,  watching  the  pulse  with  the  greatest  anxiety, 
and  bleeding  him  only  so  far  as  to  reduce  the  hardness  of  the 
pulse  without  diminishing  too  much  the  powers  of  his  body. 
The  whole  quantity  of  blood  taken  from  this  gentlejnan,  by 
bleeding  from  the  arm,  opening  the  temporal  artery,  and  the 
application  of  leeches,  as  far  as  this  could  be  estimated, 
amounted  to  about  two  hundred  and  eight  ounces  of  blood. 
One  hundred  and  eighty  ounces  were  taken  from  the  arm  ; 
yet  sufh  was  the  hardness  of  the  pulse,  that  at  the  last  bleed- 
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ing  tliere  was  some  degree  of  inflammation  of  the  brain  indi- 
cated. 

Vou  are  to  use  bleeding  as  a means  of  preventing  inflamma- 
tion : but  you  are  not  to  resort  to  it  as  a matter  of  course  the 
moment  you  are  called  to  a patient  under  concussion.  A man 
falls  from  his  horse,  and  the  instant  he  is  picked  up  from  the 
ground,  some  surgeons  think  it  ncces.«ary  to  take  the  lancet 
from  their  pocket.  This  conduct  is  quite  irrational ; for  sup- 
pose the  pulse  could  scarcely  be  felt  at  the  wrist  of  the  patient, 
and  the  surgeon  were  in  such  a case  asked  why  he  proceeded 
to  bleed ; what  would  his  answer  be  ? The  probability  is, 
that  he  would  have  no  answ'er  at  all  ready ; or  he  would,  per- 
haps, say  that  he  bled  him  because  the  accident  had  brought 
a great  quantity  of  blood  to  the  brain,  as  if  the  shaking  of  the 
head  could  have  any  effect  in  producing  a determination  of 
blood  to  the  brain.  It  is  not  with  this  view  that  we  bleed 
in  concussion,  but  in  order  to  prevent  inflammation.  1 have 
seen  many  a patient  who  would  have  died  if  a large  quantity 
of  blood  had  been  taken  at  the  time  of  the  accident.  This 
was  the  case  with  the  gentleman  who  was  attempting  to  shave 
•himself,  whose  symptoms  1 described  to  you  this  evening. 
When  I first  saw  him,  his  pulse  was  scarcely  perceptible.  I 
took  a little  blood  from  the  arm,  and  he  was  immediately 
seized  with  convulsions,  like  an  epileptic  fit,  which  1 thought 
would  have  proved  fatal.  1 closed  the  wound,  and  1 would 
not  upon  any  account  have  taken  six  ounces  of  blood  from 
him  at  that  moment.  Some  time  ago  I saw  a man,  at  the 
other  hospital,  who  had  received  a blow  on  the  head.  He 
was  pale  and  dejected,  and  his  pulse  could  scarcely  be  felt.  I 
.said  to  the  dresser,  you  must  not  bleed  this  man  at  present ; 
there  is  rather  too  little  action  than  too  much  ; wait  till  the 
pulse  ri.>,e.s,  and  then  bleed  him.  In  the  evening  re-action 
took  place  ; the  pulse  rose,  aud  the  dresser  then  very  properly 
bled  him.  Inflammation  was  by  this  means  prevented,  and  the 
man  did  well.  The  principle  upon  which  you  should  act, 
g .tlemen,  is  never  to  do  anything  in  your  profession  without 
a good  reason,  which,  whatever  may  he  the  re, suit  of  the  case, 
will  leave  your  conscience  clear.  A surgeon  who  bleeds  with- 
out being  able  to  assign  any  other  reason  than  that  his  patient 
has  received  a blow,  is  not  fit  to  practise  his  profession. 

The  next  remedy  I come  to  is  emetics. 

1 must  say  that  1 have  seen  emetics  of  considerable  use ; the 
vomiting  produced  by  them  does  good.  I have  always  consi- 
dered the  efforts  of  nature  to  relieve  herself  after  injuries  salu- 
tary ; and  thus  the  vomiting  which  is  excited  in  cases  of  con- 
cussion, acts  beneficially  by  relieving  the  stomach  of  its  con- 
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tents,  as  the  accident  generally  happens  to  persons  in  a state 
of  intoxication  ; and  also  by  propelling  the  blood  to  the  brain, 
and  thus  restoring  the  powers  of  life.  But  the  vomiting  ex- 
cited by  nature  restores  the  patient  to  his  senses  for  a short 
time,  ile  is  sometimes  relieved,  but  without  continuing  so 
long ; he  looks  about,  and  lapses  into  his  former  state  of 
aberration  of  mind,  from  which  he  had  received  merely  a 
temporary  relief.  When  emetics  are  exhibited  as  a remedy  in 
concussion,  there  is  only  one  thing  that  I fear  from  their  use; 
when  there  is  any  extravasation  of  blood  in  the  brain,  or  any 
tendency  to  apoplexy,  then  they  should  be  employed  with  cau- 
tion ; and  it  is  on  that  account  that  I wait  for  three  or  four 
hours  after  the  accident  before  1 order  them. 

With  respect  to  the  exhibition  of  cathartics,  the  bowels 
should  be  kept  open  by  calomel  purges,  followed  by  the  infu- 
sion of  senna  and  sulphate  of  magnesia.  'I’be  calomel  should 
he  given  about  two  hours  after  the  accident ; and  it  will  be 
useful  to  give  to  the  patient  at  the  same  time  a quantity  of 
mild  fluids  to  drink,  as  by  this  means  a disposition  to  purging 
is  kept  up,  counter-irritation  is,  as  it  were,  produced,  and  the 
blood  is  drawn  from  the  brain  to  the  intestinal  canal.  Sub-*' 
muriate  of  mercury,  with  lemon-juice  squeezed  in  water, 
should  be  given.  Perspiration  on  the  surface  of  the  body  is 
very  desirable,  and  for  this  purpose  antimonials  are  employed. 
T'he  pulv.  Ipec.  Com.  (Dover’s  powder)  is  not  generally  used 
to  produce  moisture  of  the  skin,  on  account  of  the  opium  it 
contains,  which  confounds  the  judgment,  and  prevents  your 
seeing  what  are  the  effects  of  the  opium,  and  what  those  of 
the  disease  ; for  opium  produces  the  same  disturbance  to  the 
brain  as  takes  place  in  concussion  ; therefore  it  is  not  often 
employed.  Counter-irritation  is  of  use,  but  not  until  other 
means  have  been  resorted  to;  the  object  of  blisters  is  to 
subdue  the  inflammation  when  other  means  have  failed.  I 
have  known  a patient,  with  pain  in  the  head,  sickness  at  the 
stomach,  loss  of  strength,  and  throbbing  of  the  carotids,  who 
had  been  often  relieved  by  blood-letting,  for  about  two  hours 
only  after  it  was  done.  A person  under  such  circumstances  I 
have  known  benefited  by  the  application  of  a blister ; on  the 
principle  not  of  increasing  but  subduing  action,  from  an  ex- 
cess of  which  the  ill  consequences  are  to  be  feared. 

For  the  symptoms  after  concussion,  the  trephine  used  to  be 
employed  ; but  it  now  becomes  a question  whether  it  ever 

ought  to  be  resorted  to  as  a means  of  relief  undfr  those  cir- 
cumstances ? To  this  I say,  if  you  were  to  trephine,  you 

ought  to  be  trephined  yourselves  in  turn.  What  will  tre- 

phining do  ? Probably  great  harm,  by  disturbing  the  brain  ; 
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aud  if  not,  no  good  can  possibly  result  from  it.  Now  for  the 
proofs  : first,  tliat  it  does  no  good.  Gentlemen,  I never  lec- 
ture to  you  but  from  the  recollection  of  some  case  that  has 
occurred  to  nie.  1 was  very  intimate  with  a Mr.  T.  of  Yar- 
mouth, where  I used  to  spend  a good  deal  of  time  when  a 
hey;  after  my  apprenticeship  was  finished,  I went  down  to 
this  place,  and  I found  Mr.  T.  labouring  under  the  effects  of 
concussion ; his  mind  was  not  in  the  least  affected  ; he  had 
received  a blow  on  the  forehead  from  a bludgeon,  and  he  was 
afterwards  frequently  .seized  with  sickness  at  the  stomach.  I 
called  on  him  : and  when  I went  into  the  room,  I said,  1 come 
to  ask  you  how  you  are : in  approaching  me  he  was  obliged  to 
put  hi.s  handkerchief  to  his  mouth  to  prevent  the  contents  of 
liis  stomach  going  over  me.  In  his  walks  he  had  frequent 
vomitings;  a relation  who  was  at  Yarmouth  twelve  months 
after  this,  said  to  him,  that  he  had  better  have  the  trephine 
applied,  aud  the  portion  of  bone  removed  : to  which  he 
readily  consented.  After  the  operation  his  symptoms  wera 
not  relieved  ; he  remained  jn.st  the  same;  or  I should  rather 
say  that  he  was  uui  relieved,  for  he  did  not  continue  long  in 
the  same  state;  he  soon  got  worse  aud  worse;  his  bowels 
became  costive,  the  powers  of  the  mind  affected,  aud  he  died 
in  consequence  of  the  operation,  though  he  had  lived  two 
years  after  the  injury,  before  it  was  performed.  Mr.  B.,  now 
in  Yarmouth,  was  living  with  him  at  the  time,  and  he  could 
tell  more  of  the  particulars  than  myself ; but  this  I know, 
that  he  was  not  benefited  by  the  operation,  but  injured  by  it. 
But  for  a more  direct  proof  that  it  is  dangerous  : Dr.  Farre 
told  me  that  he  knew  a person  who  was  subject  to  epileptic 
fits  after  concussion  of  the  brain,  and  that  he  was  extremely 
anxious  to  be  trephined.  The  operation  of  trephining  was 
performed,  and  he  died  soon  afterwards.  Do  not  think, 
gentlemen,  that  I mention  this  as  an  uncommon  case;  but 
this  used  to  be  the  plan  adopted  with  almost  all  the  patients 
admitted  into  these  hospitals  during  my  apprenticeship  ; they 
were  all  submitted  to  the  operation ; inflammation  of  the 
membranes  of  the  brain  supervened,  and  nearly  all  died  ; 
recovery  being  very  rare.  But  do  our  patients  now  die  from 
the  effects  of  concu.seion  ? No ; by  bleeding  and  depletion 
we  rarely  lose  a patient ; perhaps  we  have  fallen  into  the  con- 
trary extreme.  After  the  expiration  of  my  apprenticeship  at 
these  hospitals,  I went  over  to  Paris  to  see  the  practice  of 
Desault,  at  the  Hbtel-Dieu  ; and  there  I found  that  never, 
under  any  circumstance  whatever,  did  he  trephine  ; and  that 
he  was  more  successful  than  those  who  w'ere  constantly  doing 
it  here.  Trephining  in  concussion  is  now  so  completely  aban- 
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(loiied,  that  in  the  last  four  years  I do  not  know  that  I have 
performed  it  once  : whilst  thirty -five  years  ago  1 should  have 
performed  it  five  or  six  times  a-year.  But  I believe  that  I 
have  omitted  one  circumstance;  and  that  is,  to  tell  yon  to  pay 
strict  attention  to  the  mind  ; excessive  anxiety  must  be  pre- 
vented ; for  if  you  suffer  the  mind  to  be  disturbed,  you  do 
little  of  nothing  towards  the  recovery.  I was  very  much 
struck,  about  twelve  months  ago,  with  an  instance  of  this  : a 
boy  was  brought  to  me  from  the  north  of  England  who  had 
lost  a portion  of  the  skull  just  above  the  eye- brow;  and 
I was  asked  (for  it  was  for  this  purpose  that  1 was  consulted) 
what  protection  should  be  given  to  the  denuded  brain  ? On 
examining  the  brain,  I distinctly  perceived  the  pulsation  was 
regular  and  slow  ; but  at  this  time  he  was  agitated  by  some 
means  or  other ; directly  the  blood  was  sent  with  increased 
force  to  the  brain,  the  pulsation  became  more  violent;  there- 
fore, if  you  omit  to  keep  the  mind  free  from  agitation,  your 
other  means  will'be  unavailing. 

Lastly,  the  treatment  of  children.  As  you  cannot  always 
bleed  them  from  the  arm,  you  must  give  the  submurias  hy- 
drargyri  (calomel)  with  mild  drink,  so  as  to  purge  them  ; 
leeches  must  be  applied  to  the  temples ; you  must  open  the 
jugular  vein.  For  the  symptoms  after  concussion,  as  pain  in 
the  head,  or  sickness  at  the  stomach,  you  must  make  an  inci- 
sion through  the  scalp  ; put  issues  in  ; wash  the  head  with 
spirits  of  wine  and  water,  for  this  is  better  than  any  thing 
else  I know ; and  use  the  shower-bath  two  or  three  times, 
'liiese  arc  the  best  means  for  giving  pow'er  to  the  nervous  sys- 
tem, and  bringing  the  action  of  the  brain  into  a healthy  state. 


LECTURE  XVII. 


On  Comi’Re.ssion  of  the  Brain. 

We  have  to  consider  the  causes  which  give  rise  to  it,  its  symp- 
toms, and  the  treatment  which  it  requires. 

When  a person  is  labouring  under  compression  of  the  brain, 
it  is  known  by  the  breathing  being  stertorous,  the  pulse  slow, 
and  the  pupils  dilated ; to  which  may  be  added  the  symptoms 
of  concussion ; when  you  then  find  a patient  with  the  apoplec- 
tic stertor,  slow  pulse,  dilated  pupils,  it  will  generally  happen 
that  the  brain  is  compressed.  The  causes  which  produce  com- 
pression are  three  : — 1.  Extravasation  of  blood;  2.  Fracture 
with  depression  ; 3.  Formation  of  matter  w'ithin  the  skull ; 
these  are  the  three  causes  which  give  rise  to  compression  : we 
shall  first  consider  compression  when  produced  by  extravasa- 
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tion.  Now,  gentlemen,  when  the  brain  is  com  press'd  by 
extravasated  blood,  the  symptoms  do  not  directly  occur  ; the 
person  at  the  time  of  the  injury  is  often  stunned  ; recovers 
himself,  and  a short  time  after  falls  into  a comatose  state,  and 
then  the  apoplectic  stertor  begins.  I will  relate  to  you  a case 
to  illustrate  this  A child  was  playing  on  a table,  from  which 
it  fell  on  a stone  floor,  and  received  a severe  blow  on  the 
head,  which  caused  compression  of  the  brain ; the  child  ap- 
peared to  recover  at  four  in  the  afternoon,  the  time  at  which 
the  accident  occurred  being  one  ; pain  still  continued  in  the 
head,  the  child  cried  considerably ; it  went  to  bed  about  two 
hours  before  its  usual  time ; during  the  night,  the  servant  was 
awoke  by  the  apoplectic  stertor  of  the  child,  which  prevented 
her  from  sleeping ; when  she  moved  it,  the  child  was  not 
roused;  she  discovered  that  it  was  ill,  alarmed  the  family, 
and  at  eight  in  the  morning  it  died  : it  was  found  after  death, 
that  a considerable  quantity  of  blood  was  extravasated  in  the 
brain  The  son  of  a most  respectable  merchant  in  the  city 
was  driving  to  his  country  house  at  a short  distance  from  town, 
in  a one-horse  chaise,  w'hen  he  was  thrown  out,  and  pitched 
with  his  head  to  the  ground ; he  was  stunned  by  the  fall  : he 
recovered  a little,  but  looked  very  pale  ; he  said  that  he  was 
much  hurt ; a friend  who  was  with  him  drove  him  home  ; in 
the  evening  he  felt  very  heavy,  laying  his  head  on  his  hand  ; 
symptoms  of  coiiinression  of  the  brain  came  on  ; tenp.wi.,  the 
family  was  alarmed  ; medical  assistance  called,  but  at  two  the 
following  morning  he  died,  all  efforts  to  save  him  being  un- 
availing. 

Extravasation  with  concussion  renders  the  case  of  a different 
nature;  then  the  symptoms  of  concussion,  such  as  1 described 
to  you  on  a former  evening,  come  on  first,  and  the  apoplectic 
steitors  and  other  symptoms  of  compression  succeed.  ^ Now 
for  a case  ; — A gentleman  was  at  a party  with  some  friends. 
He  drank  freely  of  wine,  and  became  inebriated.  His  home 
was  some  distance  from  the  jilace  at  which  he  was  spending 
the  evening  ; and  his  friends  seeing  that  he  would  be  exposed 
to  great  risk,  wished  him  to  stop,  but  he  could  not  be  pre- 
vailed on.  He  mounted  his  horse  ; and  on  the  way  was 
thrown  off.  He  returned  home  ; fell  into  a comatose  state  ; 
symptoms  of  concussion  first  came  on,  loss  of  voluntary  mo- 
tion, at  first  no  appearance  of  extravasation  of  blood  was  pre- 
sent ; two,  the  following  morning,  apoplectic  stertor  came  on, 
and  at  eleven  he  died.  In  this  case,  symptoms  of  concussion 
came  on  fir.-t,  and  those  of  comiiression  afterwards.  Blood 
was  found  extravasated  in  the  brain,  as  might  be  expected.  It 
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is  found,  gentlemen,  thut  the  extravasated  blood,  producing 
compression  of  the  brain,  is  generally  situated  in  three  dif- 
ferent parts  : — First,  between  the  dura  mater  and  pia  mater. 
Second,  between  the  pia  mater  and  brain  ; and,  lastly,  within 
the  substance  of  the  brain  itself.  I n this  case  (Sir  .Astley  point- 
ing to  a specimen  on  the  table  before  him)  there  was  a consi- 
derable quantity  (tliree  ounces)  the  largest  I ever  saw  effused 
beneath  the  dura  mater.  In  this  also  (pointing  to  anotlier)  there 
was  a large  quantity  extravasated  opposite  to  the  anterior  inferior 
angle  of  the  parietal  bone  and  meatus  auditorius  externus  ; and 
the  dura  mater  itself  was  torn.  Second,  between  the  pia  mater 
and  brain  : this  is  of  more  common  occurrence ; and  in  this  case 
a large  portion  of  the  brain  will  often  be  found  covered  over 
with  blood,  not  that  the  quantity  of  blood  extravasated  is  con- 
siderable, but  a little,  is  diffused  over  a large  space.  This  por- 
tion of  brain  before  me  was  taken  from  a man  who  fell,  I 
believe,  from  the  yard-arm  of  a ship,  and  who  was  carried  to 
the  other  hospital  (Guy’s)  he  died  four  hours  after  his  ad- 
mission; and  on  examining,  after  death,  the  vessels  going 
from  the  [)ia  mater  to  the  brain  were  completely  torn  through. 
Third,  within  the  substance  of  the  brain  itself;  this  (alluding 
to  a specimen  on  the  table)  was  taken  from  a person  in  the 
city,  who  had  extiavasation  within  the  brain  from  an  acci- 
dent ; after  the  injury  he  considerably  recovered,  though  pain 
still  continued  in  the  head  ; in  three  months  afterwards  he 
died,  and  on  examination  there  was  found  in  the  anterior  lobe 
of  the  cerebrum  a coagulum  of  blood,  no  portion  of  which  had 
been  absorbed,  as  the  surfaces  close  to  the  brain  were  quite 
smooth.  These  arc  the  three  situations  in  which  extravasated 
blood  is  principally  formed.  I do  not  find  any  difference  of 
symiitoms  produced  by  the  different  situations  of  -the  blood; 
the  compression  is  produced  by  the  pressure  of  the  blood,  an  d 
the  quantity  of  blood  effused  will  depend  on  the  size  of  the 
vessel  of  the  dura  mater  that  is  divided  : whatever  is  the  situa- 
tion then  of  the  blood,  the  symptoms  of  compressiou  are  the 
same  : if  there  should  be  any  blood  resting  on  the  origin  of  a 
nerve,  there  will  be  partial  paralysis  of  the  part  which  that 
nerve  supplies  In  the  treatment  of  these  cases  there  is  little 
to  be  done.  If  extravasation  of  blood  occurs  tvith  fracture, 
trephining  may  be  of  use.  You  should  deplete  freely,  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  inflammation  ; irritation  is  to  be  less- 
ened, the  bowels  are  to  be  opened,  and  the  patient  kept  very 
quiet.  If  there  is  a bruise  near  the  fracture,  indicating  the 
spot  w'here  the  effused  blood  is,  you  may  trephine,  that  is,  be- 
fore symptoms  of  excitement  come  on  : when  they  take  place, 
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vou  must  deplete  ouly,  and  not  dream  of  performing'  the  0|)e- 
ration ; to  do  it  under  such  circumstances  would  be  higlily 
absurd,  and  the  height  of  madness. 

On  Fractures  of  the  Skull. 

Fractures  of  the  skull  are  not  of  themselves  dangerous,  nor 
are  they  injurious  to  the  brain;  therefore- these  fractures  do 
not  call  for  any  alarm,  if  care  be  taken  to  prevent  the  intiam- 
mation  ; the  danger  in  these  cases  is  to  be  apprehended  from 
disturbance  in  some  distant  part,  irritation  of  the  system,  or 
extravasation ; it  is  not  then,  I repeat,  from  the  fracture  itself 
that  the  danger  is  to  be  apprehended,  but  from  compression 
of  the  biaiu,  extravasation  of  blood,  or  irritation  in  some 
distant  part;  therefore,  when  called  to  a case  of  fracture  of 
the  skull,  you  do  not  ojjerate,  but  consider  the  symptoms  that 
are  present,  endeavour  to  ascertain  from  what  they  arise,  and 
then  regulate  your  treatment  accordingly;  if  the  symptoms 
are  those  of  concussion,  the  treatment  must  be  directed  to  it ; 
if  those  of  extravasation  of  blood,  and  there  is  not  much  ex- 
citement, it  will  be  necessary  to  remove  a portion  of  bone  ; 
but  if  there  be  fracture  only,  without  any  of  the  symptoms 
above  mentioned,  theie  will  be  no  occasion  to  operate. 

When  a fracture  occurs  at  the  base  of  the  skull,  it  is  much 
more  dangerous  than  at  any  other  part,  because  extravasation 
is  much  more  likely  to  take  place  ; or  if  not,  inflammation  of 
the  brain,  from  the  violence  of  the  injury  received,  very  often 
supervenes.  The  mode  in  which  these  fractures  are  produced, 
is  by  falling  from  a great  height  on  the  summit  of  the  head : 
when  all  the  weight  of  the  body  rests  on  the  foramen  mag- 
num, and  cuneiform  process  of  the  os  occipitis,  great  injury  is 
in  this  way  done  ; as  in  very  many  cases  a transverse  fracture 
through  the  foramen  magnum,  cuneiform  process,  and  part  of 
the  temporal  bone  is  the  consequence  ; a discharge  of  blood 
into  each  meatus  auditorius  takes  place,  and  where  thei  e is  no 
other  mischief,  deafness  often  remains  for  life.  A curious  frac- 
ture within  the  orbit  sometimes  occurs,  as  in  thecase  from  which 
this  specimen  (pointing  to  one  on  the  table)  was  taken,  when 
destruction  of  life  was  the  consequence  of  the  injury  received. 
1 will  give  you  the  history  of  the  case  ; — A child  was  playing 
with  a scissors,  when  the  point  of  it  entered  the  upper  part  of 
the  orbit,  between  the  ball  of  the  eye  and  the  superior  eye-lid  ; 
the  scissors  was  with  difficulty  extracted  ; the  child’s  eye  did 
not  become  inflamed  ; after  the  accident  the  child  walked  from 
Walworth  to  Mr.  W.,  of  Hatton  Garden,  who  attended  it;  on 
the  lOih  day  from  the  time  of  the  mischief,  symptoms  of  com- 
pression of  the  brain  came  on,  rigors,  inflammation  of  the 
brain  supervened,  and  the  child  died  ; on  examining  the 
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body  after  deatli,  it  was  found  that  the  scissors  had  penetrated 
through  the  orbitar  process  of  tlie  os  froiitis,  and  lacerated  the 
dura  mater;  a considerable  quantity  of  extiavasated  blood 
was  found,  and  the  anterior  lobe  of  the  cerebrum  was  punc- 
tured by  the  point  of  the  scissors,  from  which  it  had  received 
the  injury. 

It  now  and  then  happens  that  a blow  received  upon  the  sum- 
mit of  the  head  will  produce  a circular  fracture  of  the  butire 
cranium,  commencing  at  the  top  of  the  head,  passing  down  on 
each  side  through  the  temporal  bone,  and  meeting  at  the  basis. 
— Mr.  Chandler,  late  surgeon  of  the  hospital,  had  a case  of  this 
description;  there  did  not  api)ear  to  be  any  extravasation  or 
concussion  ; great  irritation  and  violent  inflammation  suc- 
ceeded, which  destroyed  the  patient ; and  after  death,  it  was 
discovered  that  there  existed  a comjjlete  circular  fracture  of 
the  skull,  and  that  ;the  anterior  portion  could  be  freely  sepa- 
rated from  the  posterior.  I believe  these  cases  always  termi- 
nate fatally. 

There  is  a curious  fracture  of  the  skull  which  occasionally 
takes  place  over  the  frontal  sinuses.  When  the  fracture  is  sim- 
ple, if  the  nose  be  blown,  the  air  escapes  through  the  opening 
in  the  bone,  and  getting  into  the  cellular  membrane  under  the 
skin,  renders  the  forehead  emphysematous.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  fracture  is  compound,  upon  blowing  the  nose,  the 
air  rushes  through  the  wound ; so  that  in  either  case,  the 
nature  of  the  accident  may  be  easily  ascertained. 

Fractures  of  the  skull,  if  unaccompanied  with  concussion 
or  compression,  as  readily  unite  as  fractures  of  the  bones  in 
any  part  of  the  body.  Here  is  a curious  case  (exhibiting  a 
skull)  where  a circular,  or  rather  oblong,  piece  of  bone  was, 
as  you  may  perceive,  completely  separated  from  this  part  of 
the  os  parietale  by  the  cut  of  a sabre  ; and  yet,  from  what 
you  here  see,  it  is  evident  that  it  became  re-united.  However, 

I will  send  it  round,  that  you  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
examining  it  for  yourselves.  Fractures  of  the  cranium,  there- 
fore, easily  unite.  Where,  however,  large  holes  are  made 
through  the  skull,  the  apertures  do  not  again  become  filled  by 
ossific  matter,  but  by  a tendinous  structure  formed  from  the 
bone  and  dura  mater.  The  holes  made  in  trephining  are  sup- 
plied in  this  manner,  and  not  by  bone.  Also,  when  in  frac- 
ture of  the  skull,  where  the  bones  are  separated  to  any  dis-  , 
tance,  the  interspace  will  not  become  filled  by  bony  matter,  ^ 
but  remain  open  as  you  here  sec  it,  (showing  a skull  which  ’ 
had  been  fractured,  and  the  broken  ])art  uddely  separated.) 

Treatment  of  Fractures  of  the  Skull. — When  there  is  simple 
fracture  unaccompanied  with  symptoms  of  injured  brain. 
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you  must  not  tre|)hine,  neither  in  compound  fracture  ; but 
you  must,  by  the  application  of  adliesive  plaster,  endea- 
vour to  heal  the  wound  in  the  scalp  as  quickly  as  possible. 
Let  your  constitutional  treatment  be  that  of  depletion,  by 
means  of  blood-letting  and  purgatives.  This  plan  often  re- 
moves symptoms  of  concussion,  and  even  e.\travasatiou, 
which  accompany  these  fractures  ; and  often  a few  hours  will 
.show  you  that  the  application  of  the  trephine,  which  you  at 
first  might  have  thought  indispensable,  is  wholly  unnecessary. 
It  is  wrong,  therefore,  to  be  too  much  in  a hurry  in  these  ac- 
cidents ; for  irreparable  mischief  might  arise  from  your  con- 
verting a fracture,  which  was  simple,  into  one  that  is  com- 
pound. Wait,  then,  gentlemen,  for  awhile,  before  you  ope- 
rate in  such  cases,  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  what  effects  may 
be  produced  by  bleeding  and  purgatives.  It  not  utifrequently 
happens  in  these  hospitals,  upon  persons  being  brought  in 
who  have  received  injuries  of  the  head,  that  the  dresser  in  at- 
tendance will  bleed  them  immediately  after  their  admission, 
and  at  the  same  time  send  off  for  the  surgeon  ; before  whose 
arrival,  however,  the  good  effects  of  loss  of  blood  are  appa- 
rent, and  the  symptoms  of  concussion,  and  even  of  extrava- 
sation, have  often  disappeared.  This  shows  how  necessary  it 
is  that  you  should  not  be  too  precipitate.  If  you  act  pru- 
dently, therefore,  in  these  accidents,  you  will  try  bleeding 
and  purgatives  before  yon  operate  ; for  whether  you  do  so  or 
not,  the  depletion  will  prove  of  the  greatest  possible  advantage 
in  preventing  infiammation,  from  which,  arises  the  principal 
danger  if  not  kept  within  bounds. 

The  next  subject  to  which  I shall  direct  j’our  attention  is 
Fracture  of  the  Skull  with  Depression. 

1 will  tell  you  \rhat  you  ought  to  do  in  such  cases,  and  then 
leave  you  to  act  for  yourselves.  In  order  to  ascertain  whether 
the  symptoms  arising  from  depression  would  come  on  imme- 
diately after  the  accident,  I tried  the  following  experiment ; — 
A gentleman  having  brought  me  a large  dog,  1 applied  the 
trephine  to  his  cranium,  and  took  out  a portion  of  the  bone. 
I then,  with  the  handle  of  a knife,  separated  the  dura  mater 
from  the  bone  ; for  I found  that  I could  make  no  imiiression  on 
the  brain  until  I had  done  so,  and  then  pressed  upon  it  with  my 
finger.  At  first  the  animal  did  not  seem  to  feel  it;  but  upon 
pressing  more  deeply,  it  produced  pain  and  irritation,  and  he 
endeavoured  to  avoid  us.  Upon  still  increasing  the  iiressure, 
he  became  comatose,  and  fell.  1 kept  him  in  that  state  for 
five  or  six  minutes,  when,  upon  removing  my  finger,  he  got 
up,  turned  round  two  or  three  times  from  giddiness,  and 
walked  away,  apparently  little  worse  for  the  operation.  A 
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gentleman,  nho  felt  the  animal’s  pulse  during  the  continuance 
of  the  experiment,  stated,  that  it  became  slower  as  the  pressuie 
became  increased.  In  man  it  is  the  same— slow  and  labouring. 

After  blows  have  been  received  on  the  head,  it  often  hap- 
pens that  upon  making  an  examination  of  the  scalp,  there 
appears  to  be  depression  of  bone  to  a great  extent,  when,  in 
reality,  there  is  none.  Let  me  put  you  on  your  guard  here. 
A person  receives  a blow  on  the  scalp;  the  parts  immediately 
surrounding  the  spot  where  the  blow  was  received  will  rise, 
from  the  extravasation  of  blood,  two  or  three  lines  higher  than 
the  part  itself ; for  there  the  cellular  membrane  having  been 
condensed  by  the  injury,  will  likewise  tend  to  increase  the 
deception  : thus  the  surrounding  parts  are  considerably  higher 
than  the  middle;  and  the  external  character  of  tlie  contusion 
is  certainly  calculated  to  deceive  those  who  are  unacquainted 
with  the  nature  of  these  accidents.  1 have  several  times  seen 
these  affections  ; but  the  first  case  which  1 recollect  was  that 
of  a child  brought  into  Guy’s,  who  had  received  a severe  blow 
on  the  head  from  a brickbat,  which  had  been  thrown  at  it  by 
a man.  All  present  were  jirepared  for  the  operation,  fully 
expecting  that  I should  ajiply  the  trejihine  ; for  they  felt  con- 
vinced that  there  was  considerable  depression  of  bone  ; and 
when  I stated  that  I should  not  operate,  they  exclaimed, 
“ Good  God  ! I wonder  what  can  be  his  reason.”  This  child, 
after  having  been  freely  bled  and  purged,  in  two  or  three 
days  quite  recovered. 

I have  often  been  sent  for  by  my  dressers  to  these  cases,  and 
have  been  requested  to  bring  my  instruments  with  me  ; but 
upon  examination  have  found  that  there  was  no  depression  of 
bone,  and  that  the  uneven  appearance  of  the  scalp  was  pro- 
duced by  the  causes  before  mentioned. 

It  also  very  often  happens  in  fractures  of  the  cranium  that 
considerable  depression  of  bone  will  take  place  from  the 
external  table  of  the  skull  being  driven  into  the  diploe,  and 
without  producing  the  slightest  injury  to  the  internal  table; 
do  not,  therefore,  be  precipitate  in  your  diagnosis,  nor  hastily 
determine  upon  performing  an  operation,  which  you  might 
afterwards  have  reason  to  repent : these  fractures,  however, 
can  only  occur  in  those  of  a middle  age,  for  in  the  very  young 
and  in  very  old  age,  the  skull  is  thin  and  without  diploe.  I 
believe  in  the  course  of  my  practice  that  I have  frequently 
met  with  this  accident,  and  we  have  many  prejiarations  in  the 
museum  which  clearly  demonstrate  their  true  character  ; but 
the  three  now  before  me  (pointing  to  three  skulls)  are,  I 
think,  quite  sufficient  to  .satisfy  your  minds  as  to  the  nature  of 
this  accident ; here  you  see  the  external  table  has  been  driven 
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in,  and  yet  no  vestige  of  fracture  in  the  internal ; here  is 
another  specimen,  with  greater  depression  ; and  the  third  still 
more  than  either,  yet  the  internal  plate  is  sound.  I am  not 
acquainted  with  the  histories  of  these  specimens,  but  it  is  evi- 
dent that  the  persons  recovered  by  the  re-union  that  has  oc- 
curred between  the  parts  which  were  broken. 

Suppose  you  arc  called  to  a patient  who  has  had  a severe 
blosv  on  the  head,  and  that,  on  examining  the  skull,  you  find 
a portion  of  bone  considerably  depressed.  You  may  still  find 
this  man  capable  of  giving  a history  of  the  accident,  and  that 
his  mind  is  not  at  all  affected.  On  the  other  hand,  you  may 
be  called  to  a person  who  has  a fracture  of  the  skull  with  de- 
pression, and  who  has  lost  the  powers  of  mind.  In  such  a 
case,  if  the  fracture  be  simple,  and  there  is  no  wound  in  the 
scalp,  and  no  symptom  of  injury  to  the  brain,  it  would  be  the 
worst  practice  in  the  world  to  make  an  incision  into  the  part, 
and  perform  the  operation  of  trephining ; for  by  making  such 
an  incision  you  add  greatly  to  the  danger  of  the  patient,  as  you 
make  what  was  before  a simple,  a compound  fracture,  and 
consequently  greatly  increase  the  danger  of  inflammation. 
Inflammation  rarely  follows  fracture  with  depression,  where 
the  fracture  is  simple,  but  very  often  follows  a compound  frac- 
ture, which  is  produced  by  making  an  incision  in  the  scalp. 
Never  make  an  incision,  therefore,  wdien  you  can  avoid  it,  or 
merely  because  there  is  fracture  with  depression,  if  there  be 
no  symptom  of  injury  to  the  brain.  Even  if  there  be  symp- 
toms of  injury  to  the  brain,  and  the  fracture  be  simple,  do  not 
immediately  trepan.  Take  away  blood,  and  purge  your  patient 
freely,  and  see  how  far  the  symptoms  may  be  the  result  of 
concussion  of  the  brain,  and  not  of  depression.  If  the  symp- 
toms do  not  yield  to  depletion,  then,  and  not  till  then,  per- 
form the  operation  of  trephining.  I was  called  to  a lady  who 
had  fallen  against  a projection  of  a wall  in  walking  across  her 
parlour.  The  os  frontis  was  driven  in,  but  there  was  no 
symptoms  of  compression  of  the  brain.  I bled  her,  and 
guarded  cautiously  against  inflammation,  but  there  was  no 
necessity  for  elevating  a portion  of  the  bone.  This  lady  never 
had  any  symptoms  of  injury  to  the  brain,  and  she  recovered 
by  depletion  alone. 

The  old  practice  used  to  be,  the  moment  an  injury  to  the 
brain  was  suspected,  and  the  least  depression  of  the  hone 
appeared,  to  make  an  incision  into  the  scalp.  I have  heard 
of  a dresser  in  the.se  hospitals,  who,  having  had  no  accident 
during  his  week,  said,  “ I will  make  a cut  iu  the  head  of  one 
of  my  patients  with  fracture,  for  he  may  perhaps  have  de- 
pieision,  and  I shall  in  this  way  have  something  to  do  before 
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my  week  is  up.”  This  dresser  ought  to  liave  liad  a cut  made 
in  his  own  head ; he  should  have  been  cut  for  the  simples. 
[A  laugh.)  This  was  putting  his  patient  to  consideralde  ha- 
zard ; for  the  simple  fracture  would  by  the  inci.sion,  be  ren- 
dered a compound  fracture.  In  simple  fracture,  then,  when  it 
is  attended  with  symptoms  of  injury  to  the  brain,  deplete  be- 
fore you  trephine;  and  when  it  is  unattended  with  such  symp- 
toms, though  there  may  be  depression,  deplete  merely,  and 
never  divide  the  scalp. 

If  the  fracture  be  compound,  the  treatment  must  he  very 
dilferent,  because,  a compound  fracture  is  followed  very  gene- 
rally by  inflammation  of  the  brain,  and  it  will  be  of  no  use 
to  trephine,  when  inflammation  is  once  formed.  It  might  bt' 
thought  that  it  would  be  time  enough  to  perform  this  opera- 
tion when  inflammation  had  appeared  ; but  this  is  not  the 
case,  for  if  inflammation  comes  on,  the  patient  will  die  whe- 
ther you  trephine  or  not,  and  you  will  be  so  far  from  arresting 
its  fatal  progress'by  trephining,  that  the  operation  will  add  to 
the  dancer  of  the  inflammation.  When  inflammation  of  the 
dura  mater  and  membranes  of  the  brain  has  been  e.xcitcd  by 
the  depression  of  the  bone,  you  cannot  retard  the  jirogress  to 
death  by  performing  the  operation.  These  principles  may  be 
illustrated  by  many  cases.  During  the  first  year  of  my  appren- 
ticeshij)  in  these  hospitals,  1 saw  two  instances;  one,  in  a pa- 
tient of  Mr.  Cline’s,  and  another  in  a patient  of  Mr.  Birch’s. 
Mr.  Cline’s  patient  was  a man  who  came  from  Walworth, 
with  compound  fracture,  from  a blow  on  the  head.  A i)ortion 
of  bone  had  been  forced  into  the  cavity  of  the  skull.  Mr. 
Cline  advised  him  to  submit  to  the  operation  of  trephining. 
'The  man  said,  “ You  may  do  what  yon  like  ; I am  no  judge, 
but  you  are,  so  do  what  you  please  with  me.”  Accordingly, 
he  walked  into  the  operating  theatre  to  be  trejihincd  ; the 
])ortion  of  bone  was  removed  ; he  walked  back  again  to  bed, 
and  never  had  a bad  symptom.  A short  time  after,  a patient 
under  Mr.  Birch,  with  fracture  and  depression,  was  told  that 
he  was  in  similar  danger,  and  advised  to  undergo  the  same 
operation.  He  was,  however,  self-willed,  and  obstinately  re- 
fused to  submit  to  it.  Eleven  days  after  the  accident,  he  was 
seized  with  pain  in  the  head,  and  symptoms  of  inflamma- 
tion in  the  brain,  and  when  he  became  insensible,  the  opera- 
tion of  trei)hining  was  pei  formed  ; but  it  did  not  arrest  the 
symptoms,  and  he  died  of  the  inflammation.  In  the  other 
hospital  two  boys  were  admitted  under  very  similar  circum- 
stances. The  os  frontis  had,  in  one  case,  been  broken  by  a 
kick  from  a horse,  and  in  the  other  by  a fall  on  the  forehead, 
lu  the  former  case  the  portion  of  bone  was  raised,  and  the 
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boy  did  well ; but  the  mother  of  the  other  hoy  interfered  to 
prevent  the  operation  of  trephining  ; and  though  it  was  jjcr- 
forined  after  symptoms  of  inflammation  liad  appeared,  he  died. 
It  is  quite  true  that  it  often  happens  that  fracture  with  depres- 
sion is  frequently  not  followed  by  inflammation,  even  when 
the  fracture  is  compound  ; hut  we  cannot  be  certain  of  this, 
and  if  it  does  ensue,  we  cannot  save  the  patient  by  trephining 
at  a late  period.  'I'he  rule,  therefore,  which  I always  follow, 
is  this  : — When  I am  called  to  a fracture,  with  depression, 
which  is  exposed  to  view,  I generally  use  an  elevator,  and 
very  rarely  the  trephine.  I put  this  instrument  under  the 
bone,  raise  it  up,  and  if  it  has  been  comminuted,  remove  the 
small  portions  of  bone.  If  however,  one  bone  is  wedged 
within  the  other,  1 apply  the  trephine  for  raising  the  depressed 
portion  of  hone.  The  elevation  of  the  bone  is  never  followed 
by  any  mischief  ; but  if  you  do  not  raise  it,  and  inflammation 
follows,  it  will  be  too  late  to  attempt  to  save  the  life  of  the 
patient. 

I shall  conclude,  gentlemen,  by  mentioning  two  other  cir- 
cumstances ; but  they  are  two  circumstances  to  which,  if  there 
be  any  thing  valuable  in  the  lecture,  I wish  most  particularly 
to  call  your  attention. 

'I'he  first  is  this  : it  sometimes  happens,  in  fracture  of  the 
skull  attended  with  depression,  that  a small  spicular  portion 
of  bone  will  project  into  the  brain,  so  as  to  produce  and  suj)- 
port  epileptic  symptoms.  A negro,  who  was  a patient  of  Mr. 
Birch,  had  fracture  from  a blow  on  the  head,  and  a portion  of 
bone  was  depressed.  Shortly  after,  he  was  seized  with  epilep- 
tic fits,  which  continued  for  many  years.  When  he  was  ad- 
mited  into  the  hospital,  it  was  found  that  there  was  still  a 
portion  of  the  depressed  bone  remaining,  and  the  trephine  was 
applied  to  it.  When  the  circular  piece  of  bone  was  completely 
sawed  round  by  the  trephine,  so  that  it  could  be  moved  from 
side  to  side,  >lr.  Birch  found  a difficulty  in  raising  it ; he  put 
the  elevator  under  it,  but  still  it  adhered  to  something  within. 
At  last  he  took  a pair  of  forceps,  and,  by  using  more  force,  he 
extracted  a little  spur  or  thorn,  which  had  proceeded  from 
the  inner  side  of  tlie  skull  through  the  dura  mater  into  the 
substance  of  the  brain,  and  was  the  cause  of  the  ejtilcittic  fits. 
After  its  removal,  he  had  but  one  more  fit,  and  completely 
recovered. 

The  other  circumstance  which  I shall  mention  is  one, 
which,  whether  we  regard  it  in  a physiological  or  surgical 
point  of  view,  is,  perhaps,  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  that 
ever  occurred  ; and,  as  connected  with  surgery  and  physiology, 
I am  surprised  it  has  not  made  a greater  impression  on  the 
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public  mind  tlian  it  appears  to  have  done.  A man  was  pressed 
on  board  one  of  his  Majesty’s  ships,  early  in  the  late  revolu- 
tionary war.  While  on  board  this  vessel,  in  the  Mediterranean 
he  received  a fall  from  tlie  yard-arm,  and  when  he  was  picked 
up,  he  was  found  to  be  insensible.  The  vessel  soon  after  mak- 
ing Gibraltar,  he  was  deposited  in  an  hospital  in  that  place, 
where  he  remained  for  some  months,  still  insensible;  and 
some  time  after  he  was  brought  from  Gibraltar  on  board  the 
Dolphin  frigate,  to  a dep6t  for  sailors  at  Deptford.  While  he 
was  at  Deptford,  the  surgeon  under  whose  care  he  was,  was 
visited  by  Mr.  Davy,  who  was  then  an  apprentice  at  this  hos- 
pital ; the  surgeon  said  to  Mr.  Davy,  “ 1 have  a case  which  I 
think  you  would  like  to  see.  It  is  a man  who  has  been  insen- 
sible for  many  months ; he  lies  on  his  back  with  very  few 
signs  of  life  ; he  breathes,  indeed,  has  a pulse,  and  some  mo- 
tion in  his  fingers  ; but  iu  all  other  respects  he  is  apparently 
dejirived  of  all  powers  of  mind,  volition,  or  sensation.”  Mr. 
Davy  went  to  seg.  the  case,  and,  on  examining  the  patient, 
found  tluVp  there  was  a slight  depression  on  one  part  of  the 
head.  15  ing  informed  of  the  accident  which  had  occasioned 
this  depre.ssion,  he  recommended  the  man  to  be  sent  to  St. 
'I'limnas’s  Hospital.  He  was  placed  under  the  care  of  Mr. 
Cline  ; and  when  he  was  fir.st  admitted  into  this  hospital,  I 
saw  him  lying  on  his  back,  breathing  without  any  great  diffi- 
culty; his  pulse  regular,  his  arms  e.xtended,  and  his  fingers 
moving  to  and  fro  to  the  motion  of  his  heart:  so  that  you 
could  count  his  pulse  by  this  motion  of  his  fingers.  If  he 
wanted  food,  he  had  the  power  of  moving  his  lips  and  tongue  ; 
and  this  action  of  his  mouth  was  the  signal  to  his  attendants 
for  supplying  this  want. 

Mr.  Cline,  on  examining  his  head,  found  an  obvious  de- 
pression ; and  thirteen  months  and  a few  days  after  the  acci- 
dent, he  was  carried  into  the  operating  theatre,  and  there  tre- 
phined. 'I'he  de))ressed  portion  of  bone  was  elevated  from 
the  skull.  While  he  was  lying  on  the  table,  tbe  motion  of 
his  fingers  went  on  during  the  operation,  but  no  sooner  was 
the  portion  of  bone  raised  than  it  ceased.  The  operation  was 
performed  at  one  o’clock  in  the  afternoon ; and  at  four 
o’clock,  as  I was  walking  through  the  w'ards,  I went  up  to 
the  man’s  bed-side,  and  was  surprised  to  see  him  sitting  up 
in  bis  bed.  He  had  raised  himself  on  his  pillow.  I asked 
him  if  he  felt  any  pain,  and  he  immediately  put  his  hand  to 
his  head.  This  showed  that  volition  and  sensation  were  re- 
turning. In  four  days  from  that  time  tbe  man  was  able  to  get 
out  of  bed,  and  began  to  converse  ; and  in  a few  days  more  he 
was  able  to  tell  us  where  he  came  from.  He  recollected  the 
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circn instance  of  his  having  been  pressed,  and  carried  down  to 
Plymouth  or  Falmouth;  but  from  that  moment  up  to  the 
time  when  the  operation  was  performed  (that  is,  for  a period 
of  thirteen  months  and  some  days),  his  mind  had  remained  in 
a state  of  perfect  oblivion.  He  had  drunk,  as  it  were,  the  cup 
of  Lethe ; he  had  suffered  a complete  death,  as  far  as  regarded 
his  mental  and  almost  all  his  bodily  powers  ; but,  by  remov- 
ing a small  portion  of  the  bone  with  tlie  saw,  he  was  at  once 
restored  to  all  the  functions  of  his  mind,  and  almost  all  the 
powers  of  his  body. 

It  appears,  therefore,  that  in  cases  of  depression  we  should 
not  be  prevented  from  trephining,  however  distant  the  period 
may  be  at  which  the  accident  occurred  ; and  the  patient  may, 
after  any  interval  be  restored  to  the  powers  of  body  and  mind. 


LECTURE  XVIII. 


On  Wounds  of  the  Brain. 

Wounds  of  the  brain  will  often-  happen,  without  producing 
any  interruption  to  the  operations  of  either  body  or  mind. 
But  should  the  wound  be  accompanied  by  eitheir  compression 
or  concussion,  then  the  particular  symptoms  which  characte- 
rise those  injuries  will  be  jiresent.  If,  however,  the  wound  be 
a simple  incision  or  laceration,  it  will  often  prove  quite  harm- 
less. Indeed,  it  frequently  occurs  that  considerable  portions 
of  the  brain  are  lost,  and  yet  the  mental  and  bodily  functions 
continue  unimpaired.  Epileptic  fits  and  hemiplegia  certainly 
.sometimes  follow,  as  effects  of  such  injuries;  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  brain  to  a great  extent  has  been  lost  without  hav- 
ing been  succeeded  by  disturbance  of  either  the  mental  or 
bodily  functions  ; numerous  cases  of  this  description  are  upon 
record  ; several  have  fallen  under  my  own  observation.  A 
case  similar  to  the  following  likewise  came  under  the  notice 
of  a surgeon  at  Brighton.  A dresser  of  the  late  Mr.  Chandler 
once  came  to  me  when  I was  in  the  other  hospital,  and  said, 
“ Look  liere,  Sir,”  at  the  same  time  showing  me  a portion  of 
brain,  with  a piece  of  the  pia  mater  attached  to  it.  I went  to 
see  this  man,  and  found  the  representation  of  the  dresser  cor- 
rect ; there  was  a large  transverse  opening  in  the  os  frontis, 
through  which  a considerable  quantity  of  brain  had  been  lost. 
His  mind  was  not  at  all  affected  ; neither  were  the  bodily 
powers  in  the  least  disturbed  ; no  bad  symptoms  of  any  kind 
followed  the  injury;  the  wound  healed  most  favourably,  and 
he  wa.s  soon  discharged.  About  a year  afterwards,  while  I 
was  at  the  house  of  a lady  in  tlie  city,  whom  I was  attending, 
a man  walked  into  the  room,  and  said  to  me,  “ How  do  you 
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do?”  Not  recollecting  him,  I looked  at  him  with  some  sort 
of  surprise,  as  you  may  suppose,  when  he  informed  me  that  he 
was  the  man  whom  I had  seen  about  a year  before  in  St.  Tho- 
mas’s Hos|)ital,  with  a wound  in  the  head,  and  through 
which  he  had  lost  some  of  his  brain.  1 replied  that  I could 
readily  believe  him.  He  stated  that  he  had  been  quite  well 
ever  since, — he  had  what  he  called  an  opening  where  he  re- 
ceived the  wound  ; was  not  subject  to  fits  ; and  to  show  you 
that  his  mind  (notwithstanding  his  familiar  “ how  do  you 
do?”}  had  not  sustained  any  damage  from  the  accident,  he 
was,  at  the  time  I saw  him,  conductor  of  an  extensive  busi- 
ness at  the  house  where  he  was  then  living. 

It  occasionally  happens,  when  a portion  of  brain  has  been 
lost,  that  a piece  of  the  cranium  will,  by  being  driven  in,  oc- 
cupy its  place;  and  if,  in  these  cases,  no  symptoms  of  com- 
pression manifest  themselves,  you  must  not  elevate  the  de- 
pressed hone  : for  were  you  to  do  so,  you  would,  in  all  proba- 
bility, give  rise  to. extravasation,  or  increase  the  hazard  of  in- 
flammation. The  late  Mr.  Chandler  had  a patient  in  this  hos- 
pital, who,  on  receiving  a blow  from  a boat-hook  upon  the 
parietal  bone,  had  a portion  of  that  bone  driven  into  the  brain, 
and  at  the  same  time  a quantity  of  the  brain  was  lost;  at 
first  there  was  hemiplegia;  this  effect,  however,  soon  disap- 
l)eared.  The  depressed  bone  was  permitted  to  remain,  and 
the  individual  perfectly  recovered.  Such  cases  are  not  un- 
common, and  1 could  relate  a number  of  them  to  you. 

’I'he  danger  attending  injuries  of  the  brain  arises  principally 
from  two  causes:  viz.,  inflammation,  and  the  formation  of 
fungus.  1st,  Inflammation,  and  2nd,  Fungus;  but  1 am 
happy  to  tell  you,  that  both  of  these  may  be  conquered  by  sci- 
entific and  prompt  treatment.  When  the  brain  receives  a 
wound,  you  must  commence  your  curative  exertions  by  ab- 
stracting as  large  a quantity  of  blood  from  the  system  as  the 
constititution  of  your  patient  vvill  bear ; not,  however,  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  prevent  the  restorative  operations  of  na- 
ture. Do  not  lower  the  system  to  such  a degree  as  to  prevent 
inflammation  altogether,  as  was  done  by  the  dresser  in  the 
other  hospital,  whose  partiality  for  bleeding  I mentioned  to 
you  a few  evenings  since.  Though  you  succeed  in  keeping 
down  inflammation,  fungus  will  spring  up ; and  here  (ex- 
hibiting a preparation)  you  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  an 
example  of  the  disease  to  which  I allude.  Sometimes  wounds 
of  the  brain  extend  even  to  tbe  ventricles,  and  here  (showdng 
another  preparation)  you  observe  that  one  of  the  lateral  ven- 
tricles was  laid  open. 

Now,  gentlemen,  some  days  after  the  brain  has  been  wound- 
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ed,  the  divided  parts  begin  to  unite  by  means  of  the  adhesive 
inflammation ; if  this  process  cannot  effect  a cure,  granula- 
tions form,  which  at  length  project  through  the  opening  in  the 
skull,  and  give  rise  to  the  fungus  before  mentioned.  Upon 
proper  treatment  the  safety  of  your  patient  depends.  If  yon 
do  not  repress  the  growth  of  the  fungus,  there  will  be  violent 
constitutional  irritation,  and  the  life  of  the  person  in  jeopardy  ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  if  you  attend  to  the  condition  of  the 
wound,  and  prevent  the  fungus  from  rising,  tliere  will  be, 
comparatively  speaking,  but  little  danger. 

Well,  gentlemen,  the  treatment  is  as  follows  : — You  arc  to 
apply  to  the  fungus  a piece  of  lint,  wetted  with  liquor  calcis, 
and  over  this,  strapping  of  adhesive  plaster  ; when  you  exa- 
mine the  part  on  the  following  day,  you  will  find  the  fungus 
considerably  diminished  ; you  are  then  to  use  a thicker  piece 
of  lint,  and  the  strapping  as  before  ; pursuing  this  plan,  you  at 
length  get  the  fungus  to  the  level  of  the  scalp  ; but  this  is  not 
sufticicntiy  low  for  your  purpose,  therefore  you  must  still 
thicken  the  lint  until  you  have  succeeded  in  getting  it  even 
with  the  edges  of  the  dura  mater,  in  which  position  it  must 
be  cautiously  preserved  ; when,  at  last,  the  dura  mater  heals 
over  it,  and  your  object  is  accomplished.  We  witness  many 
examples  of  such  cases  in  these  hospitals.  Formerly  it  was 
the  practice  in  the  treatment  of  these  diseases  to  remove  the 
bone  contiguous  to  the  fungus  : immense  quantities  of  bone  in 
this  manner  were  taken  away,  thereby  affording  every  facility 
to  the  growth  of  the  fungus,  and  which,  of  course,  rapidly  in- 
cre.ased,  until  the  patient  was  destroyed.  By  such  treatment 
as  this,  no  person  could  possibly  recover  : the  method  was  a 
most  injurious  and  stupid  one:  therefore  let  me  caution  you 
against  adopting  it.  The  plan  of  treatment  which  I have  just 
recommended  to  you  is  unquestionably  the  best : viz.,  that  of 
repressing  the  growth  of  the  fungus  until  the  dura  mater  heals 
over  it. 

Inflammation  following  Wounds  of  the  brain. 

I shall  now  speak  more  particularly  of  the  inflammation 
which  follows  wounds  of  the  brain,  wherein  their  chief  danger 
consists;  which  danger  is  much  increased,  if  the  dura  mater 
be  the  part  attacked.  Upon  the  first  approach  of  inflammation, 
the  person  complains  of  a great  pain  in  the  head  ; very  quickly 
falls  into  a comatose  state ; and  when  roused  from  this  con- 
dition, the  pain  is  excessive ; the  scalp,  round  the  external 
wound,  becomes  oedematous,  for  if  you  jiress  upon  it,  theini- 
pre.ssion  of  the  finger  is  retained  ; the  edges  of  the  wound 
have  a shining  glossy  appearance,  and  from  the  wound  itself  is 
discharged  a fluid,  composed  of  blood  and  serum ; sometimes 


138  ON  WOUNDS  OF  THE  BRAIN, 

the  i)arts  about  the  wound  hare  a sloughy  appearance  ; the 
countenance  is  very  much  flushed,  and  tlie  carotid  arteries 
beat  with  very  great  force  ; so  much  so,  that  if  his  shirt- collar 
be  open,  you  can  see  the  pulsation  of  the  cai’otids,  at  some 
distance  from  the  bed ; this  circumstance,  of  itself,  would  be 
quite  sufficient  to  convince  you  that  there  was  a great  deter- 
mination of  blood  to  the  brain.  The  next  thing  which  you 
observe  is,  that  the  patient  is  seized  with  rigors,  and  these 
follow  in  very  quick  succession  ; hemiplegia  likewise  often 
attends,  and  is  generally  situated  on  that  side  of  the  body  op- 
posite to  the  wound  ; the  patient  remains  in  a comatose  state, 
but,  when  roused,  will  give  you  (until  towards  the  very  last) 
rational  answers  to  such  questions  as  may  be  put  to  him. 
These,  then,  are  the  ordinary  symptoms  of  inflammation  of 
the  brain,  arising  from  wounds  of  that  organ. 

If  the  inflammation  .should  terminate  in  suppuration,  1 have 
already  shown  you  in  a former  lecture  where  the  matter  would 
be  situated,  viz.,J)etween  the  dura  mater  and  skull  (this  rarely 
liappens),  pia  mater  and  tunica  arachnoides,  pia  mater  and 
surface  of  the  brain,  and,  lastly,  in  the  substance  of  the  brain 
itself.  When  pus  is  situated  between  the  dura  mater  and 
skull,  trephining  for  its  removal  would  be  attended  with  com- 
plete success ; but  the  chances  of  finding  it  there  are  against 
you,  as  it  is  generally  situated  between  the  pia  mater  and  sur- 
face of  the  brain,  for  which  an  operation  would  prove  worse 
than  useless.  Another  situation  in  the  head  where  matter  has 
been  found  is,  in  the  longitudinal  sinus  of  the  dura  mater. 
This  woman  (holding  up  a preparation),  seventeen  months 
before  she  died,  fell  down  stairs,  and  her  head  went  in  violent 
contact  against  a chest,  by  which  she  became  stunned;  for 
some  time  after  the  fall,  matter  was  discharged  from  oue  of  her 
etu’s  ; this  at  length  ceased,  and,  to  all  appearance,  she  was 
entirely  well.  The  pain,  however,  again  returned  with  evident 
symptoms  of  compression;  and  sixteen  months  after  the  ac- 
cident she  was  admitted  into  this  hospital.  After  some  reme- 
dies had  been  fruitlessly  tried,  and  she  had  been  here  for  a 
short  time,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  apply  the  trephine ; 
the  operation  was  unsuccessful,  and  four  days  afterwards  she 
died.  Upon  examination  it  was  found  that  there  was  a small 
quantity  of  pus  embedded  in  the  longitudinal  sinus,  as  you 
here  see  it  (exhibiting  the  preparation).  This  is  the  only 
example  of  the  kind  which  I have  witnessed. 

The  next  part  in  which  matter  is  situated  is  between  the 
tunica  arachnoides  and  pia  mater,  or  between  the  ])ia  mater 
and  brain  itself.  'I'liis  last  is  of  most  common  occurrence, 
and  in  this  case  the  matter  is  diffused  over  the  hemispheres  of 
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tlie  brain,  in  the  same  manner,  as  1 mentioned  to  you  the 
other  evening,  that  blood  is  when  extravasated  on  that  organ. 
When  the  matter  is  between  the  pia  mater  and  brain,  it  will 
be  of  no  use  to  operate,  as  very  little  will  be  discharged,  there 
being  no  communication  between  one  part  and  another  ; for 
the  matter  is  contained  within  distinct  cells,  between  the  ves- 
sels which  come  from  the  pia  mater  to  the  brain.  The  next 
.situation  in  which  matter  is  found  is  in  the  substance  of  the 
brain  itself.  Here  are  specimens  (pointing  to  some  on  the 
table),  in  one  of  which  matter  was  lodged  in  the  anterior  lobe 
of  the  cerebrum,  the  other  in  the  cerebellum  ; in  fact,  it  is 
lodged  in  various  parts,  and  the  only  circumstance  very  curious 
in  this  complaint  is,  that  you  would  not  suppose,  from  the 
symptoms,  that  matter  was  forming  ; they  are  those  of  com- 
pression rather  than  irritation.  If  the  membranes  of  tbe  brain 
be  attacked  with  violent  inflammation,  symptoms  of  irritation 
will  be  present ; but  if  the  brain  itself,  they  will  be  those  of 
compression  ; and  the  circumstance  which  surprises  a person 
who  examines  the  brain  of  an  individual  in  which  matter  has 
been  formed  is,  that  so  little  constitutional  irritation  existed 
during  its  formation  ; it  is  in  inflammation  of  the  membranes, 
and  not  of  the  brain  itself,  in  which  great  irritation  is  present. 
Here  is  a curious  specimen  (pointing  to  one  before  him), 
taken  from  a child  that  1 had  under  my  care,  and  on  whom  1 
performed  the  operation  of  trephining ; I will  give  you  the 
history  of  the  case : — A young  child  was  playing  in  a yard 
where  there  were  some  fowls,  when  it  received  a wound  on 
tlie  head  from  the  beak  of  a cock.  The  mother  hearing  the 
child  shriek,  ran  to  the  spot,  and  found  that  there  was  a small 
wound  of  the  scalp,  but  thinking  that  there  was  no  injury  to 
the  brain,  she  bound  it  up  : in  a week  afterwards  pain  in  the 
head  came  on,  together  with  great  constitutional  irritation, 
and  the  child  was  brought  to  me.  On  examining  the  head,  I 
found  that  a circular  incision  had  been  made  in  the  bone,  and 
that  matter  issued  through  the  opening.  1 said  to  the  mother, 
if  the  child  is  not  better  by  to-morrow,  bring  it  to  me  again, 
and  1 will  allow  a more  free  opening  for  the  matter  to  dis- 
charge itself.  I'he  next  day  the  child  was  brought  to  my 
house,  and  I performed  the  operation  of  trephining,  when  I 
found  there  was  an  opening  in  the  dura  mater  and  pia  mater, 
corresponding  to  that  of  the  bone  ; the  symptoms  of  irritation 
were  relieved  by  the  operation,  those  of  compression  however 
came  on,  and  in  three  days  from  the  time  in  which  it  was  per- 
formed, the  child  died.  On  examining  the  part  after  death,  I 
found  that  there  was  a circular  incision  in  the  dura  mater, 
the  edges  of  which  were  hardened  and  thickened,  as  you  sec 
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here  (pointing  to  the  very  part),  a similar  state  of  the  pia 
mater  and  brain,  in  size  corresponding  to  the  external  open- 
ing, and  an  abscess  between  the  pia  mater  and  brain.  At  that 
time  I had  no  idea  that  a wound  of  the  description  I have  just 
mentioned  could  be  produced  by  a bird  of  this  size  ; but  since 
that  ])criod,  I have  seen  an  instance  of  a similar  kind  : a 
pheasant,  not  an  English,  hut  an  Indian  one,  made  a dart 
towards  the  eye  of  a person,  and,  instead  of  striking  it, 
wounded  the  os  malae;  the  bird,  by  means  of  its  beak,  struck 
a hole  into  the  superior  ma.xillary  bone,  just  below  the  zygo- 
matic arch. 

The  time  at  which  inflammation  of  the  brain  supervenes 
after  the  injury  received,  is  generally  about  a week:  rarely 
under  that  time  ; and  this  it  was  that  led  me  to  say,  on  an- 
other occasion,  that  inflammation  of  the  brain  was  more  slow 
in  its  occurrence  than  that  of  any  other  organ,  in  order  to  put 
you  on  your  guard.  It  often  happens  that  inflammation  of  the 
brain  does  not  come  on  till  a fortnight,  or  even  three  weeks, 
after  the  injury  : therefore  every  surgeon  who  has  written  on 
the  subject  puts  you  on  your  guard  as  to  the  distance  of  time 
this  complaint  comes  on  after  the  accident : he  tells  you  that 
the  patient  is  not  safe  till  two  or  three  weeks  afterwards.  If 
you  read  the  works  of  Mr.  Pott  on  the  injuries  of  the  head, 
you  will  find  the  circumstance  mentioned  ; and  in  the  work  of 
Mr.  Dease,  of  Dublin,  (who  has  published  an  excellent  trea- 
tise on  the  subject)  it  is  distinctly  stated,  that  inflammation  of 
the  brain  is  occasionally  postponed  to  three  or  four  weeks 
after  the  accident  occurs,  and  even  then,  the  patient  is  not 
always  safe.  I will  give  you  a case  relating  to  this  subject : — 
Dr.  Babington  and  myself  were  sent  for  to  see  a person,  a 
clerk  to  the  firm  of  Whitbread  and  Co.,  who,  whilst  riding  on 
horseback,  struck  his  head  against  the  branch  of  a tree;  he 
being  a short-sighted  man,  and  riding  fast  (here  the  learned 
l)rofessor  was  interrupted  for  a moment  by  the  fainting  of  one 
of  the  students),  struck  himself  violently  against  the  bough  of 
a tree  which  was  overhanging  the  road,  and  was  brought  to 
the  ground  by  the  force  of  the  blow.  He  was  taken  to  Croy- 
don, where  Dr.  Babington  and  myself  visited  him.  We  found 
that  he  had  been  struck  on  the  os  fronds,  just  above  the  fron- 
tal sinuses,  where  there  was  a depression  ; and  this  w-as  the 
first  case  in  which  1 witnessed  emphysema  of  the  forehead  pro- 
duced by  blowing  the  nose.  We  took  all  possible  care  of  the 
case,  bled  him,  regulated  his  diet,  &c.,  till  the  inflammation 
had  subsided.  He  came  to  town  three  weeks  after  the  acci- 
dent, when  he  asked  whether  he  might  go  to  Rochester,  to 
spend  a little  time  with  some  friends,  who  were  anxious  for 
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him  to  come.  We  told  him  that  he  might,  if  he  would  pay 
attention  to  himself,  keep  his  bowels  open,  and  regulate  his 
diet.  After  the  lapse  of  a week  he  became  extremely  ill,  in- 
flammation of  the  brain  came  on,  and  he  died.  On  inquiry, 
we  found  that  he  had  neglected  the  directions  given  him,  and 
allowed  his  bowels  to  get  costive.  It  is  always  a very  serious 
case  when  there  is  a depression  on  the  forehead  after  an  acci- 
dent, and  I will  mention  to  you  an  instance  of  this  kind, 
which  will  show  you  the  necessity  of  enjoining  on  a patient 
with  this  injury  strict  attention  to  his  mode  of  living.  A man 
who  had  received  a wound  in  the  forehead  from  a pistol-shot 
came  to  this  hospital : the  wound  healed  kindly,  but  the  de- 
pression remained.  Whenever  this  man  indulged  in  the  use 
of  spirituous  liquors,  he  used  to  come  back  with  violent  pain 
in  the  head,  which  was  always  relieved  by  blood-letting. 

As  to  the  treatment  of  inflammation  of  the  brain,  it  is  the 
same  as  for  inflammation  generally,  with  this  exception  only, 
that  blood  should  be  drawn  from  the  temporal  artery  in 
adults,  and  the  jugular  vein  in  children.  Whenever  inflam- 
mation of  the  brain  attacks  a grown  person,  take  blood  from 
the  temporal  artery  ; and  when  young  individuals,  from  the 
jugular  vein  ; by  these  means  you  abstract  blood  more  readily 
from  the  part.  Even  in  adults  you  may,  after  opening  the 
temporal  artery,  if  the  symptoms  be  not  relieved,  bleed  from 
the  jugular  vein.  In  addition  to  this  treatment,  you  purge, 
produce  perspiration,  and  apply  blisters  to  the  head.  1 have 
seen  poultices,  containing  some  stimulating  application,  of 
considerable  use.  It  will  now  and  then  happen  that  trephining 
will  be  required ; and  I will  tell  you  the  cases  in  which  it 
w'ill. 

1.  Wlicre  there  is  extravasation  of  blood  between  the  dura 
mater  and  skull. 

2.  In  simple  fractures,  with  depression  and  symptoms  of 
compression  continuing  after  depletion. 

3.  In  compound  fractures,  with  depression,  unaccompanied 
with  symptoms  of  compression. 

4.  It  is  required  sometimes  that  an  opening  should  be  made 
in  the  cranium,  when  there  is  matter  between  the  dura  mater 
and  skull. 

Now  it  generally  happens  in  these  last  cases,  where  there 
is  matter  between  the  dura  mater  and  skull,  that  there  is  frac- 
ture, and  this  is  an  indication  that  .some  injury  has  been  done 
to  the  brain,  when  it  is  also  followed  by  rigors  and  other 
symptoms  ; still  it  will  be  right,  in  some  cases  where  there  is 
no  fracture,  and  the  other  syni[)toms,  rigors,  &c.,  are  present, 
to  penetrate  the  bone,  to  see  whether  matter  is  lodged  between 
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it  and  the  dura  mater ; and  this  is  the  only  case  in  which  it  is 
proper. 

On  the  Operation  of  Trephining. 

Tlie  operation  of  trephining  used  to  be  one  of  the  most  com- 
plicated kind,  requiring  several  instruments,  the  learning  of 
which  was  in  itself  quite  a study  ; it  is  now  quite  simple,  and 
few  instruments  only  are  wanted,  which  can  very  easily  be  put 
into  a small  case.  Let  us  go  over  the  instruments  formerly 
used  in  this  operation  ; Imt  really,  gentlemen,  they  were  so 
numerous,  I don’t  know  whether  I can  count  them.  They 
used  then  a scalpel,  rougee,  pin,  perforator,  crown,  brush, 
elevator,  lenticular,  and  a pair  of  forceps  ; now  you  may 
see  (holding  a case  in  his  hand)  these  three  instruments  will 
be  quite  sufficient,  a knife,  with  a double  edge,  in  order  to 
scrape  off  the  pericranium,  an  elevator,  and  a trephine  having 
a crown,  and  a pin  which  will  allow  of  being  easily  moved. 
Now,  gentlemen,  1 will  tell  you  in  what  parts  the  trephine 
should  not  he  applied.  First,  you  should  never  trephine  in  the 
line  that  extends  from  just  above  the  nose  along  the  top  of  the 
head  to  the  tuberosity  of  the  occiput ; over  the  frontal  sinuses 
it  is  obviously  improper  ; and  at  the  summit  of  the  head  you 
will  meet  the  sagittal  suture,  where  the  dura  mater  adheres 
w'ith  extraordinary  firmness,  and  the  longitudinal  sinus  might 
also  he  wounded  ; and  at  the  posterior  part  you  have  the  supe- 
rior portion  of  the  perpendicular  spine  of  the  os  oedpitis ; 
therefore,  in  this  line  you  ought  not  to  trephine.  I should 
mention  this  particularly  to  youug  persons,  who  very  often 
disregard  this  rule,  thinking  they  know  much  better  than 
those  who  have  jireceded  them  : if,  however,  they  trephine  in 
this  part,  the  more  fools  they,  and  I will  tell  you  why  : they 
are  running,  in  operating  in  this  part,  an  unnecessary  risk,  by 
cutting  on  a long  hole  covered  over  by  a smooth  membrane, 
when  they  might  do  it  as  well  on  either  side.  It  would  be  the 
folly  of  presumption  to  trephine  on  this  line.  There  are  two 
other  parts  in  which  the  operation  of  trephining  sliould  not 
be  performed;  first,  over  the  anterior  inferior  angle  of  the' 
parietal  bone,  just  above  the  zygoma;  secondly,  behind  the 
ears,  on  the  posterior  inferior  angle  of  the  same  bone ; and 
why,  no  doubt,  most  of  you  by  this  time  know  ; opposite  to 
the  anterior  inferior  angle  of  the  parietal  bone  is  the  great 
artery  of  the  dura  mater,  and  opposite  to  the  posterior  inferior 
angle  is  the  great  lateral  sinus.  Fractured  portions  of  these 
bones  may  be  raised  by  the  elevator  : and  1 may  observe  here, 
that  this  is  the  instrument  chiefly  used  in  cases  where  the 
fractures  are  running  in  the  direction  of  these  parts.  Mr. 
Hey’s  saw  is  a very  useful  invention.  It  is  gratifying  to  state 
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tliat  we  are  seldom  now  called  to  perform  this  operation. 
Suppose,  however,  you  were  called  to  a case  requiring  it, 
where  there  was  a wound,  together  with  depression  of  the 
parietal  bone,  you  would  put  your  finger -into  the  wound,  and 
if  the  portion  of  bone  depressed  were  small,  you  would 
make  a simple  incision,  and  turn  the  integuments  aside,  so 
as  to  reach  the  bone.  If  by  this  incision  you  found  depression 
with  fracture,  you  enlarge  it  in  the  course  of  the  fracture ; 
if  the  depression  were  large,  you  would  make  a crucial  in- 
cision, and  turn  aside  the  portion  of  integument,  so  as  to 
open  a space  for  the  application  of  the  trephine  ; then,  with 
the  back  edge  of  the  knife  (which  should  be  made  a litle 
stronger  than  usual,}  you  cut  through  the  pericranium,  and 
scrape  it  off.  For  this  purpose  the  rougee  was  formerly  em- 
ployed. [There  was  a subject  on  the  table,  on  which  Sir 
Astley  performed  the  operation  as  he  went  on  describing  it.] 
Now  l put  the  pin  on  the  skull,  and  the  crown  being  adjusted 
I fix  it,  and  begin  the  circle.  Well,  gentlemen,  having  made 
a circle,  I remove  the  pin  : in  young  persons  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  do  this  soon,  because  the  bone  is  readily  sawn  through. 
I never  myself  saw  a case  in  which  the  pin  entered  the  brain  ; 
but  mv  nephew  was  present  when  the  operation  of  trephining 
was  performed,  and  the  'pin  was  forgotten,  so  that  it  entered 
the  brain,  and  inliammation  of  the  dura  mater  came  on.  I 
can  conceive  that  a man  in  his  first  operation,  anxious  how 
he  shall  succeed,  might  forget  it.  When  using  the  .saw,  let 
your  bearing  on  it  be  as  even  as  possible,  else  you  will  be 
through  one  part  of  the  skull  before  another.  There  is  but 
one  danger  in  performing  the  opeiation  of  trephining,  and 
that  is,  wounding  the  dura  mater.  When  trephining  on  living 
subjects,  you  are  informed  of  the  progress  you  are  making  by 
blood  issuing  from  the  wound  when  you  reach  the  diploe  : and 
when  you  see  the  blood,  you  will  know  that  you  are  half 
through  : but,  recollect,  in  very  young  or  old  persons  there 
is  no  di[)loe  ; therefore,  very  few  turns  of  the  saw  will  do. 
As  you  proceed  with  the  sawing,  you  must  introduce  your 
probe,  to  see  how  nearly  you  are  through  : you  sound  as  you 
go  on.  When  I find  that  1 have  sawn  through  in  one  part,  I 
introduce  the  elevator,  and  lift  the  portion  of  bone,  the  parts 
not  cut  through  being  easily  broken.  I find  by  my  probe  that 
in  the  part  near  the  sagittal  suture  I have  sawn  through  ; I 
introduce  the  elevator,  feel  the  bone  move,  and  know  that  a 
very  few  turns  will  do,  taking  eare  not  to  lean  on  the  side 
through  which  I have  already  sawn.  The  bone  can  be  raised 
and  loosened  ; I am  quite  certain  that  the  dura  mater  is  not 
injured,  and  by  introducing  the  elevator,  the  bone  may  be  ic- 
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moved  from  its  i)lace.  [Here  the  operation  was  completed.] 
Some  people  say  that  this  is  a trilling  operation,  not  ditBcult 
to  perloi  in,  nor  dangerous  : but  they  deceive  yon  : it  is  one 
of  the  most  dangerous  operations  in  surgery ; wliilst  per- 
forming it  there  is  but  a single  stej),  a small  net- work  between 
your  patient  and  eternity ; saw  through  tins,  and  desti  uction 
of  life  will  generally  be  the  consequence.  ]\Ir.  Hunter  made 
an  assertion,  that  when  the  dura  mater  was  wounded,  theperson 
never  recovered  ; which,  ihougli  not  e.xactly  borne  out  by  the 
cases  which  have  occurred  since,  shows  tlie  impression  made 
on  the  mind  of  a man  who  was  such  an  observer  of  nature. 
Before  his  death,  Mr.  Hunter  saw  a case  of  a wound  of  the 
dura  mater  recover.  It  is  certain  that  there  is  less  danger 
when  the  dura  mater  and  pia  mater  are  both  injured  : the 
danger  is  more  when  the  dura  mater  is  injured  without  the  pia 
mater.  I will  give  you  the  reason:  in  the  former  case,  where 
both  the  dura  mater  and  pia  mater  are  wounded,  a fungus  im- 
mediately projects,  and  fills  up  the  cavity.  If,  however,  there 
is  only  a small  opening  in  the  dura  mater,  and  I were  to  put 
some  quicksilver  into  it,  where  would  it  go  ? — into  the  lower 
part  of  tlie  spine  between  the  tunica  arachnoides  and  dura 
matral  covering ; inflammation  of  tlie  dura  mater  v.'ould  spread 
over  the  whole  cavity  of  tlie  canal,  as  erysipelas  does  over  the 
surface  of  the  body ; whereas,  in  the  first  kind  of  injury, 
fungus  will  project  tlirough  the  opening,  which  would  easily 
close  by  the  process  of  adhesion  that  would  take  place.  I 
have  seen  many  instances  where  the  dura  mater  and  pia 
mater  have  been  wounded,  but  few  where  the  dura  mater  only 
has  been. 

After  trephining,  the  elevator  should  be  introduced  to  raise 
the  depressed  bone,  and  in  this  way  return  it  to  its  natural 
situation.  You  see  that  there  is  no  necessity  to  operate  where 
there  is  any  risk,  because  an  operation  in  a part  where  there 
is  no  risk  can  be  as  well  performed,  the  object  being  only  to 
raise  the  bone. 


LECTURE  XIX. 

On  Wousus  of  thf.  Scalp. 

On  this  subject  1 have  but  few  observations  to  make.  Wounds 
of  the  scalp  are  not  devoid  of  danger,  and  I have  known  se- 
veral instances  in  which  apparently  slight  wounds  of  that 
part  have  destroyed  life.  They  are  more  especially  dangerous 
if  accompanied  with  contusion.  If  a person  receives  a blow 
from  an  instrument  capable  of  lacerating  the  part,  and  consi- 
derable inflammation  follows,  the  wound  will  sometimes  de- 
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stroy  life.  There  are  two  ways  in  which  wounds  on  the  scalp 
occasionally  prove  destructive  of  life  ; first,  by  producing  ery- 
sipelas, and,  secondly,  by  producing  inflammation  of  the  ten- 
don of  the  occipito-frontalis. 

A man  came  to  the  other  hospital  a short  time  ago  with  a 
wound  of  the  head  from  a blow  which  a companion  had  given 
him.  The  dresser  thought  it  too  slight  a case  for  admissi9n 
into  the  hospital ; but  a few  days  after  the  man  returned  with 
violent  pain  in  the  head,  a considerable  swelling  of  the  scalp, 
and  ei7sipelatous  inflammation  extending  over  the  whole  face 
and  neck.  He  was  admitted  into  the  hospital  for  the  erysi- 
pelatous inflammation,  of  which  he  afterwards  died.  Upon 
examining  the  body,  there  was  found  an  effusion  on  the  mCini 
branes  of  the  braiu  between  the  tunica  arachnoides  and  the 
pia  mater.  The  other  way  in  which  wounds  of  the  scalp  de- 
stroy life  is  by  producing  inflammation  of  the  tendon  occipito- 
frontalis, which  extends  over  the  whole  surface  of  the  head. 
This  inflammation  covers  the  scalp  and  face,  and  assumes 
an  erysipelatous  character,  but  it  is  not  true  erysipelas.  It 
has  not  the  vesicles  of  blisters  filled  with  serum,  which  com- 
monly attend  erysipelas,  but  it  has  a tendency  rather  to  sup- 
puration ; and  if  the  constitution  has  strength  to  produce  this 
suppuration,  it  takes  place  between  the  tendon  and  the  peri- 
cranium. In  this  way  a very  extensive  abscess  is  often  formed, 
into  which  we  are  obliged  to  make  an  incision,  in  order  to 
discharge  the  matter,  which  cannot  make  its  way  through  the 
tendon.  Extensive  disease  is  thus  produced,  and  the  inflam- 
mation attending  it  sometimes  destroys  life.  I have  already 
alluded  to  a case  that  occurred  recently,  in  which  a person 
died  of  erysipelas,  which  followed  the  removal  of  an  encysted 
tumour.  The  tumour  had  been  removed  twice  before,  and 
to  prevent  its  recurrence,  an  incision  was  made  so  deep  as  to 
lay  bare  the  pericranium,  and  in  this  operation  the  tendon 
had  been  cut  through.  There  is  a great  deal  of  danger  in  in- 
flammation arising  from  this  cause,  and  it  is  on  that  account 
that  I was  anxious  to  point  out  to  you,  in  a former  lecture, 
the  impropriety  of  making  incisions  in  the  scalp  merely  for 
the  sake  of  exploring  the  nature  of  the  injury.  An  incision  in 
the  scalp  is  often  attended  with  considerable  hazard,  and 
should  never  be  made  unless  imperious  necessity  demands  it. 

On  Injuries  of  the  Spine. 

Injuries  of  the  spine  produce  effects  similar  to  those  arising 
from  injuries  of  the  head  ; the  spine  being  liable  to  concussion, 
extravasation,  and  fracture  with  depression. 

Cases  of  concussion  of  the  spine  are  not  very  unfrequent. 
They  occur  more  commonly  in  the  lumbar  region  than  mother 
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parts  of  the  spinal  column.  A violent  blow  on  the  loins  pro- 
duces ])aralysis  of  the  lower  extremities.  'I'he  paralysis,  how- 
ever, is  not  complete  ; the  person  is  unable  to  .support  his 
body,  but  generally  some  power  of  moving  his  limbs  remains. 
This  paralytic  state,  arising  from  a blow  on  the  loins,  is  in 
general  easily  removed  in  the  following  manner  : — You  apply 
,cupi)ing-glasses  to  the  part,  and  take  away  blood  from  it 
several  times  with  the  scarificator.  If,  at  the  end  of  a week 
or  ten  days,  the  paralytic  state  still  continues,  you  must  apply 
a blister  to  the  loins,  and  keep  it  dressed  with  equal  parts  of 
the  unguentum  lyltai,  and  unguentum  sabinai.  The  lytta; 
being  in  this  way  absorbed  into  the  constitution,  dimiusbes 
the  disposition  to  paralysis,  while  the  counter-irritation  also 
produces  good  effects.  Such  is  the  plan  of  treatment  to  be 
pursued  in  cases  of  concussion  of  the  spine.  With  respect  to 
extravasation  on  the  spine,  the  examples  are  but  few  in  which 
this  has  occurred.  'I'lie  cases  which  are  more  paiticularly 
impressed  upon  n>y  mind  are,  first,  one  which  was  examined 
in  this  hospital  by  Mr.  Henry  Cline.  A person  received  a 
severe  blow  near  the  canda  equina,  by  the  last  dorsal  vertebra. 
He  had  paralysis  of  the  lower,  extremities,  and  shortly  after 
died. 

The  second  case  was  one  under  Mr.  Heaviside,  in  which  I 
and  Dr.  Baillie  were  also  consulted.  A young  gentleman  w'as 
swinging  with  a party  of  boys,  when  one  of  his  companions 
pushed  him,  that  he  might  rise  as  high  as  po.ssible,  while  two 
others  ran  in  the  opposite  direction,  and  caught  him  in  the 
neck  with  a rope,  as  he  descended.  He  was  thrown  out  of 
the  swing,  and  when  he  was  taken  up,  was  found  to  be  para- 
lytic in  the  lower  extremities.  He  soon  became  paralytic  in 
his  upper  extremities  also,  and  a few  weeks  afterwards  he  w’as 
brought  to  town  in  this  state.  It  was  suspected  that  there  was 
some  disease  of  the  spine,  produced  by  the  injury  the  neck 
received,  when  the  rope  suddenly  caught  it,  but  no  deformity 
could  be  discovered.  An  issue  in  the  neck  was  advised,  with 
a view  of  producing  counter-irritation  ; but  before  this  plan 
could  be  carried  into  effect,  the  boy  died.  On  examining  the 
body,  it  was  found  that  one  of  the  vertebral  arteries  iiad  burst, 
and'  that  extensive  extravasation  had  taken  place  from  the 
foramen  magnum  to  the  sixth  cervical  vertebra.  The  whole 
sheath  of  the  spinal  marrow  was  covered  with  blood.  Mr. 
Heaviside  has  a beautiful  preparation  made  from  this  subject. 
These  cases,  probably,  admit  of  no  remedy  where  the  extrava- 
sation is  considerable.  I do  not  know  what  can  be  done,  except 
to  bleed  in  the  first  instance,  in  order  to  prevent  furtlur 
extravasation  ; and  afterwards  to  promote  absorption,  and 
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excite  counter-irritation  by  tlie  application  of  blisters.  I men- 
tion these  cases  to  you  as  worth  knowing,  that  you  may  make 
your  own  observations  on  them  wJien  they  occur,  rather  than 
as  cases  about  the  treatment  of  which  much  is  understood  in 
the  present  state  of  our  knowledge.  They  are  of  too  rare 
occurrence  to  enable  ns  to  lay  down  any  positive  principles  as 
to  the  mode  in  which  they  are  to  be  treated. 

On  FnacTUiiES  of  the  Vertebra:. 

Fractures  with  displacement  of  the  spine  are  by  no  means 
unfrequent ; they  have  been  improperly  called  dislocations  ; 
but  dislocations  of  the  spine  are  extremely  rare,  and  only 
occur  in  the  cervical  vertebrae.  What  are  called  dislocations 
are,  in  fact,  fractures  with  displacement.  It  is  not  that  one 
vertebrae  is  separated  from  another,  for  this  very  rarely  hap- 
pens, and  only  in  the  cervical ; but  that  vertebra  is  broken 
through.  When  fracture  with  displacement  of  the  spine  oc- 
curs, paralysis  takes  place  in  the  parts  of  the  body  situated 
below  the  injury.  If  it  occur  in  the  loins,  paralysis  of  the 
lower  extremities  follows  ; the  power  of  retaining  the  faeces, 
and  of  expelling  the  urine,  is  lost.  When  the  injury  occurs 
in.  the  dorsal  vertebrae,  there  is  paralysis  of  the  lower  extre- 
mities; the  same  loss  of  powerin  retaining  the  faeces,  and  ex- 
pelling the  urine,  with  this  addition,  that  it  is  accompanied 
with  considerable  inflation  of  the  abdomen.  This  inflation 
might  lead  the  surgeon  at  first  to  suppose  that  there  was  some 
rupture  of  the  intestines ; but  after  a few  hours,  when  the 
patient  has  had  free  evacuations,  this  inflated  state  of  the 
intestines  disappears.  The  inflation  is  produced  by  the  great 
secretion  of  air  into  the  intestines,  in  consequence  of  the  di- 
mini.«hed  powers  of  the  part. 

When  the  injury  occurs  in  the  lower  part  of  the  cervical 
vertebrae,  paralysis  takes  place  in  the  upper  as  well  as  the 
lower  extremities,  though  not  in  the  same  degree,  d’here  is 
a numbness  of  the  upper  extremities,  but  seldom  such  a degree 
of  paralysis  as  to  deprive  the  patient  of  all  power,  when  the 
injury  occurs  below  the  fourth  cervical.  The  time  in  which 
the  person  dies  from  these  injuries  varies  according  to  the 
seat  of  the  accident.  If  it  occur  in  the  loins,  the  patient  will 
generally  die  in  from  five  to  six  weeks  ; if  the  displacement 
be  very  considerable,  he  may  die  in  three  weeks  : on  the  other 
hand,  when  the  displacement  is  slight,  the  patient  may  live 
many  weeks,  and  even  months.  I have  known  a person  live 
two  years  after  an  injury  which  was  supposed  to  be  a case  of 
fracture,  with  displacement  of  the  lumbar  vertebrcE.  As  there 
was  no  examination  of  the  body,  after  death,  in  the  case  to 
which  I allude,  some  doubt  must  necessarily  exist  as  to  the 
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exact  nature  of  the  injury ; for  morbid  anatomy  can  alone 
teach  you  the  real  nature  of  disease.  When  fracture  with  dis- 
placement occurs  in  the  dorsal  vertebrae,  tbe  patient  generally 
lives  a much  shorter  time ; though  even  in  this  case  I have 
known  a person  live  nine  months.  A person  of  the  city, 
named  W.,  riding  on  Epsom  Downs,  at  full  speed,  came  to 
a road  which  led  to  a chalk  or  gravel-pit,  and  finding  that  he 
could  not  stop  his  horse,  he  put  spurs  to  him  to  endeavour 
to  clear  the  pit.  He  succeeded  in  doing  this,  but  the  horse, 
in  consequence  of  the  effort,  fell  on  the  opposite  side,  rolled 
over  him,  and  broke  his  dorsal  vertebrae.  Paralysis  of  the 
lower  extremities  followed,  but  this  gentleman  lived  four  or 
five  months  after  the  injury.  When  fracture  with  displacement 
occurs  between  the  fourth  and  seventh  cervical  vertebrae,  the 
patient  generally  lives  four  or  five  days.  I have  known  a 
person  die  as  early  as  forty-eight  hours  after  the  injury.  If 
the  injury  occur  between  the  second  and  third,  or  between 
the  third  and  fourth  cervical  vertebrae,  the  person  dies  on  the 
instant. 

Those  who  have  attended  in  the  dissecting  room  can  readily 
explain  how  this  happens,  and  would,  perhaps,  feel  themselves 
insulted  if  1 were  to  explain  it  to  them.  I'hose  who  have  dis- 
sected less  will  excuse  me  for  saying  that  instant  death  ensues 
in  this  ca.se,  because  the  injury  occurs  above  the  origin  of  the 
phrenic  nerve,  which  is  the  only  agent  in  supporting  respira- 
tion after  pressure  on  the  spinal  marrow  has  occurred.  The 
function  of  respiration,  after  pressure  on  the  spinal  marrow, 
is  supported  by  the  diaphragm  only,  and  when  the  fracture 
with  displacement  occurs  above  the  origin  of  the  phrenic 
nerve,  the  diaphragm  loses  its  power,  and  instant  dissolution 
is  the  result. 

But  it  sometimes  happens  that  the  cervical  vertebrae  arc 
broken  without  displacement.  When  this  occurs,  some  curi- 
ous circumstances  take  place.  At  the  time  1 lived  with  Mr. 
Cline,  the  following  case  occurred  : — A girl  received  a severe 
blow  ou  the  neck,  after  which  it  was  found,  that  whenever  she 
attempted  to  look  at  any  thing  above  her  head,  she  was  undi&r 
the  necessity  of  putting  her  hands  behind  it,  and  gradually 
elevating  it  to  the  object.  When  she  wanted  to  look  at  any 
thing  beneath  her  head,  she  put  her  hands  under  her  chin,  and 
lowered  her  head  to  the  object.  If  any  other  child  in  play  ran 
against  her  and  shook  her  body,  the  concussion  produced  un- 
easy .sensations,  and  she  would  run  to  a table,  or  any  place  on 
which  she  could  rest  her  head,  and  support  it  with  her  hands 
under  her  chin  until  the  agitation  produced  by  the  shock  had 
subsided.  The  child  lived  twelve  months  after  the  accident. 
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Oa  examining  the  body  after  death,  Mr.  Cline  found  the  atlas 
broken  through  ; there  was  a transverse,  fracture  of  the  atlas, 
but  no  displacement.  When  she  endeavoured  to  raise  her 
head,  the  dentiform  process  quitted  its  natural  situation,  and 
carried  back  a portion  of  the  atlas  ; when  her  head  inclined 
forward,  pressure  was  produced  upon  the  spinal  marrow,  as 
it  was  likewise  when  the  body  was  agitated.  This  is  a curious 
instance  of  fracture  occurring  in  the  cervical  vertebrte  without 
displacement.  With  respect  to  the  treatment  of  fracture,  with 
displacement  of  the  spine,  nothing  has  hitherto  been  effectually 
done  in  sui-gery. 

Mr.  Henry  Cline  was  the  first  person  who  attempted  to  give 
relief  in  this  accident.  Being  an  excellent  anatomist,  and  a 
most  able  surgeon,  he  saw  no  reason  why  cases  of  this  kind 
should  not  be  treated  as  cases  of  fracture  with  depression  of 
the  skull.  Accordingly  he  cut  down  upon  the  arch  of  the  spinal 
marrow,  where  the  compression  was  greatest,  and,  with  a small 
trephine  of  his  own  invention,  he  sawed  through  the  arch  of 
the  spinous  process,  and  took  off  the  pressure  on  the  spinal 
marrow,  hy  raising  the  depressed  portion  of  the  arch.  It  is 
well  known,  that  in  cases  of  fracture  where  the  displacement 
has  been  slight,  union  of  the  bone  has  been  produced.  'I'here 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  producing  this  union,  supposing  the 
pressure  on  the  spinal  marrow  to  be  removed.  There  is  a pre- 
paration in  Mr.  Prookes’s  collection,  from  a case  of  fracture 
with  depression,  where  the  person  lived  long  enough  for  the 
fracture  to  be  united  ; and  in  the  College  of  Surgeons  there  is 
a preparation  presented  by  Mr.  Harold,  of  Cheshunt,  from  a 
case  where  union  of  the  bone  took  place  after  fracture  v/ith 
displacement.  'I'here  is  no  danger,  therefore,  as  to  the  restor- 
ation of  the  arch  of  the  bone,  if  the  pressure  on  the  spinal 
marrow  could  be  removed ; and  it  was  with  this  view  that 
Mr.  Cline  sawed  through  the  arch.  It  is  right,  however,  to 
mention,  that  in  many  of  these  cases  the  spinal  marrow  is  it- 
self torn  through.  In  some  cases  of  fracture  with  displace- 
ment, it  is  completely  torn  ; in  others  partially  ; and  in  some 
not  at  all.  In  cases  where  it  has  not  been  torn,  there  would  be 
hope  from  such  an  operation  ; and  it  is  in  these  cases  that  the 
operation  has  been  performed.  Mr.  'Fyi  rell  has  attempted  the 
operation  since  Mr.  Cline,  but  both  cases  have  terminated  un- 
favourably. Whether  future  experiments  may  be  attended 
with  better  success  it  is  impossible  to  say.  The  proposal  was 
plausible  ; the  operation  was  easily  performed  ; and  as  to  the 
result,  if  the  spinal  marrow  were  not  torn,  there  seems  no 
reason  why  a per.-on  should  not  recover  after  such  an  opera- 
tion. We  are  obliged,  however,  to  speak  doubtingly  on  this 
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subject,  since  the  first  experiments  have  been  unsuccessful. 
If  you  could  save  one  life  in  ten,  ay,  one  in  a hundred,  by  such 
an  operation,  it  is  your  duty  to  attempt  it,  notwithstanding 
any  objections  which  some  foolish  persons  may  have  urged 
against  it.  Suppose  any  one  now  pre.sent  were  in  this  state 
himself;  suppose  him  put  to  bed  with  a paralysis  of  his  lower 
extremities,  and  fully  acquainted  with  the  inevitable  result 
if  nothing  were  done ; would  lie  not  be  glad  to  have  any 
attempt  made  to  save  him  ? Would  it  not  be  foolish  and  un- 
manly to  say,  he  would  rather  die  than  have  such  an  attempt 
made?  The  operation  is  not  severe  - it  cannot  add  to  his 
danger;  and  as  to  the  pain,  no  man  who  is  a man  would  re- 
gard it.  In  the  two  cases  in  which  the  attempt  was  made,  the 
operation  did  not  shorten  life;  on  the  contrary,  there  is  rea- 
son to  believe  that  it  prolonged  it.  You  will  be  justified, 
therefore,  in  making  the  attemj)t.  'I'hougli  I may  not  live  long 
enough  to  see  the  operation  frequently  performed,  I have  no 
doubt  that  it  wilL  be  orcasionally  performed  with  success. 
There  is  no  reason  why  it  should  not ; and  he  who  says  that 
it  ought  not  to  be  attempted  is  a blockhead. 

I shall  now  proceed  to  describe  to  you 
Aneuuism. 

Aneurism  is  a pulsating  tumour  containing  Mood,  and  com- 
municating with  the  interior  of  an  artery.  There  is  one  ex- 
ception to  this  definition,  namely,  where  aneurism,  as  it 
sometimes  happens,  takes  place  in  the  heart. 

Aneurisms  are  situated  either  externally  or  internally ; that 
is,  they  are  either  so  situated  on  the  limbs  as  that  access  may 
be  had  to  them,  and  the  nature  of  the  disease  clearly  ascer- 
tained; or  they  are  so  placed  in  cavities  of  the  body,  such  as 
the  abdomen,  chest,  and  cranium,  as  to  render  the  nature  of 
the  disease  very  often  extremely  doubtful.  With  respect  to 
external  aneurism,  the  symptoms  may  be  divided  into  three 
stages.  When  you  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  aneurism  in 
its  early  stage,  you  will  find  a small  tumour  pulsating  very 
strongly — much  more  strongly  than  in  subsequent  stages  ; for 
it  may  be  taken  as  a genei'al  rule  that  the  force  of  the  pulsa- 
tion is  in  the  inverse  proportion  of  the  size  of  the  aneurism. 
When  an  aneurism  is  first  formed,  it  cont.ains  only  fluid  blood ; 
and  if  you  apply  your  finger  to  the  artery  between  the  aneu- 
rism and  the  heart,  you  vvill  readily  empty  the  aneurismal  bag 
by  the  pressure.  In  this  state  there  is  scarcely  any  pain,  and 
no  other  alteration  in  the  limb  than  some  iriegularity  of  cir- 
culation producing  spasm  in  the  muscles  ; and  when  ihe  jia- 
tient  is  going  to  rest,  cramps  in  the  legs,  and  sudden  twitch- 
ings,  which  prevent  him  from  sleeping.  The  next  state  in 
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which  we  find  aneurism  is,  wlien  the  blood  is  beginning  to 
coagulate  in  the  interior  of  the  sac,  the  coats  of  which  arc 
very  considerably  thickened.  At  this  time,  if  you  press  on  the 
artery,  you  may  empty  the  sac  in  part ; you  will  sec  the 
swelling  re-prodnced  when  you  take  off  the  pressure.  Vou 
cannot  completely  empty  the  bag  by  pressure,  for  a consider- 
able degree  of  swelling  will  still  remain.  There  is  some  de 
gree  of  pain  in  the  limb  below  in  this  stage  of  the  disease,  in 
consequence  of  the  size  of  the  swelling  and  the  pressure 
on  the  surrounding  jiarts.  The  aneurism  becomes  a solid 
swelling,  instead  of  a mere  bag  containing  fluid  blood,  and 
the  circulation  is  retarded  by  the  pressure  on  the  surrounding 
parts. 

In  the  next  stage  the  aneurism  has  acquired  considerable 
magnitude,  and  the  pulsation  is  iii  a great  degree  lost.  Pulsa- 
tion may  be  observed  in  some  one  part  opposite  to  tlft  opening 
from  the  artery,  but  it  is  seldom  perceived  over  the  whole 
swelling.  A small  ])ortion  of  the  blood  still  continues  in  a 
fluid  state,  but  the  greater  part  of  it  is  filled  with  coagulum. 
In  this  state,  if  the  aneurism  be  behind  a joint,  the  motion  of 
that  joint  becomes  impeded.  Popliteal  aneurism  is  one  of 
very  common  occurrence;  there  is  an  enlargement  behind  the 
knee,  just  at  the  bend  of  the  joint,  with  a pulsation  ; the  foot 
and  leg  of  that  side  are  swollen  ; the  swelling  gradually  in- 
creases, and  the  aneurism  becomes  of  a dark  colour;  inflam- 
mation of  the  cuticle  covering  the  sac  ensues,  vesication  of  the 
cutis  to  the  size  of  half  a crown  takes  place,  and  the  skin  in 
this  part  is  quite  insensible.  In  a few  days  an  eschar  is 
formed,  the  bag  opens  : bleedings,  one  after  another,  take 
place,  and  the  destruction  of  life  is  the  consequence.  What 
you  read  in  books  respecting  the  mode  in  which  death  is  pro- 
duced in  these  complaints  is  that  the  sac  bursts,  and  the  pa- 
tient is  destroyed  by  the  sudden  gush  of  blood  ; but  I tell  you, 
gentlemen,  it  is  no  such  thing;  it  is  not  from  the  sudden 
bursting  of  the  aneurismal  bag  that  the  i)erson  dies,  but  by 
repeated  bleedings  from  the  part.  At  first  the  bleeding  is 
small,  but  as  the  eschar  increases,  and  the  sei)aration  of  the 
parts  takes  place,  it  becomes  more ; the  wound  is  produced  by 
means  of  the  .sloughing  proce.ss,  like  a slough  in  any  other 
part,  and  an  opening  is  formed  which  leads  into  the  aneuris- 
inal  bag.  At  tlie  commencement  the  wound  is  small,  and 
blood  issues  from  the  part ; lint  is  applied  to  the  wound,  and 
the  hemorrhage  is  stopped  ; but  as  the  eschar  proceeds,  and 
the  size  of  the  wound  increases,  the  hemorrhage  returns  ; 
and  thus,  by  repeated  hemorrhage,  destruction  of  life  is  pro- 
duced, and  not  by  any  sudden  discharge  of  blood  from  the 
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sac  ; it  is  not  in  aneurism  of  the  extremities  only  that  deatli 
thus  takes  place,  but  in  aneurisms  that  occur  internally;  in 
the  chest,  for  instance,  the  same  circumstances  happen  as  I 
have  just  mentioned.  Aneurisms,  if  not  operated  on,  are  not 
always  destructive  of  life.  I have  seen  gangrene  of  the  foot 
and  leg,  as  far  as  the  knee,  from  aneurism,  take  place,  with- 
out destroying  life.  I saw  a case  where  the  foot  and  lower 
part  of  the  leg  became  gangrenous  in  a man  labouring  under 
popliteal  aneurism  ; they  sloughed  off ; amputation  was  per- 
formed just  above  the  ankle,  and  the  patient  recovered.  De- 
struction of  life  then  takes  place  in  aneurism  from  repeated 
hemorrhage  and  gangrene.  Gangrene  of  a small  part  of  the 
limb  in  aneurism  may  occur,  and  still  be  remedied  by  means 
of  surgical  aid. 

'I'he  history  of  internal  aneurism  is  different  from  that  of  the 
external.  I will  describe  it  to  you  in  a few  words,  though 
the  subject  is  by  far  too  ample  to  be  properly  treated  of  at 
present.  I mentioned  to  you  just  now,  in  the  definition  that 
I gave  you  of  aneurism,  that  there  was  an  exception  to  it,  and 
that  was  the  heart  itself,  when  the  subject  of  aneurism.  Here 
is  an  aneurism  (pointing  to  one  on  the  table)  of  the  heart  : 
this  and  two  others  are  all  that  1 have  ever  seen  ; for  what  are 
often  called  aneurisms  of  the  heart  are  not  really  so — they  are 
a simple  dilatation  of  the  ventricles.  Aii  aneurism  of  the  heart 
consists  of  a bag  formed  out  of  the  parietes  of  that  organ,  and 
in  this  bag  an  ojmning  is  formed,  as  in  the  aneurisms  which 
take  place  in  arteries.  In  this  specimen  there  is  a bag  formed 
of  the  parietes  of  the  left  ventricle,  considerably  larger  than  ^ 
orange,  together  with  an  opening  which  communicates  with 
it.  'I'he  other  instances  which  1 have  seen  of  aneurism  of  the 
heart  are  the  following : A soldier  of  the  guards  had  com- 
mitted some  offence,  for  which  he,  was  severely  flogged  ; being 
a determined  fellow,  he  resolved  not  to  cry,  and  whilst  he 
was  receiving  the  punishment  he  held  his  breath  ; a short 
time  after  this  he  was  seized  w'ith  violent  pain  in  the  chest ; 
ftlr.  Palmer,  surgeon  to  the  guards,  was  sent  for,  and  he  found 
him  dying,  as  he  thought,  of  ascites  and  oedema  of  the  lower 
extremities.  He  soon  died,  and  on  examination  it  was  found 
that  there  was  an  aneurism  of  the  left  ventricle,  which  had 
burst,  as  the  pericardium  w’as  very  much  distended  with  blood. 
Mr.  P.  of  Chichester,  surgeon  to  the  militia,  was  sent  for,  to 
see  a man  who  had  symptoms  of  diseased  heart,  and  intermit- 
ting pulsation  ; he  had  also  ascites  and  oedema  of  the  lower 
extremities.  Tliis  man  died,  and  there  was  found  an  aneu- 
rism of  the  left  auricle.  A curious  circumstance  in  this  case 
was,  that  the  blood  had  insinuated  itself  into  the  coats  of  the 
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left  auricle  ; the  aneurism  was  of  the  size  of  a walnut ; its 
coats  had  given  way,  and  nature,  as  it  were,  thus  unloaded 
herself.  These  three  cases  of  aueurism  of  the  heart  are  the 
only  ones  that  I have  seen. 

Aneurism  of  the  Aorta. 

Aneurism  of  the  ascending  aorta,  just  at  its  commencement, 
where  it  is  covered  by  the  pericardium,  is  not  of  uncommon 
occurrence.  Here  are  two  examples  of  aneurism  in  that 
situation  (pointing  to  the  specimens  on  the  table)  of  the  size 
of  a walnut;  they  had  burst  into  the  pericardium,  which,  on 
examination,  was  found  filled  with  blood.  I will  give  you  a 
singular  case,  in  order  to  put  you  on  your  guard,  as  you  must 
expect  to  meet  with  thorns  as  well  as  flowers  in  the  profes- 
sion. A man  was  brought  to  the  other  hospital  labouring 
under  popliteal  aneurism  ; 1 told  him  he  must  submit  to  an 
operation.  In  order  to  have  the  principal  artery  of  the  thigh 
secured  ; he  sat  down  on  the  table,  and  was  placed  in  the  usual 
position ; before  I had  quite  reached  the  sartorius  muscle,  I 
saw  him  stretch  himself  on  his  back,  and  perceived  urine 
coming  from  the  penis.  I immediately  said.  This  is  more  than 
the  expression  of  pain  and  the  apprehension  of  danger.  He 
got  up,  made  a gasp  ; I took  out  a lancet,  opened  a vein,  but 
no  blood  came.  I then  tried  to  obtain  some  from  the  jugular, 
but  in  vain ; in  three  minutes  he  was  quite  dead.  1 said,  gen- 
tlemen, as  you  have  seen  the  death,  you  shall  see  the  exami- 
nation. He  was  conveyed  to  the  dead-house  ; and  the  next 
day  I opened  the  chest,  and  found  the  pericardium  distended 
with  blood,  containing  from  a pint  to  a quart;  and  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  aorta,  just  above  the  valves,  there  was  an  aueu- 
rism of  the  size  of  a walnut,  which  had  burst.  It  is  well  that 
in  this  case  the  ligature  was  not  applied,  or  the  principal  ves- 
sel divided,  else  the  surgeon  would  probably  have  had  the 
credit  of  killing  the  patient.  I mention  this  case  to  put  you  on 
your  guard,  that  you  should  never  operate  for  aneurism  till 
you  have  ascertained  whether  there  be  one  situated  in  any 
other  part  ; for  it  frequently  happens  that  aneurisms  attack 
several  parts  at  the  same  time.  This  I know,  that  a man 
came  into  this  (St.  Thomas’s)  hospital  with  popliteal  aneu- 
rism : and  the  operation  was  about  to  be  performed,  when,  on 
account  of  a pain  in  the  abdomen,  it  was  postponed.  Before 
the  next  o|)erating  day  he  had  died  suddenly,  and,  on  exa- 
mination, an  aneurism  was  found  between  the  two  emulgent 
arteries.  Well,  then,  before  you  operate  for-  aneurism,  see 
whether  there  be  pain  and  pulsation  in  any  other  part. 


151- 


ON  ANEURISM  OF  THE  AORTA. 


LECTURE  XX. 


Aneurism  of  the  Ascending  Aorta. 

When  an  aneurism  takes  place  between  the  heart  and  curva- 
ture of  the  aorta,  you  find,  after  a time,  from  the  pressure 
of  the  aueurismal  hag,  the  cartilages  of  the  ribs  become  ab- 
sorbed, as  in  tlie  specimen  before  me  (pointing  to  one  on  the 
table) , where  the  cartilages  of  three  of  the  ribs,  and  a portion 
of  tlie  sternum,  have  been  absorbed;  when  tlie  aneurism 
presses  on  the  lungs,  dyspnoea  comes  on,  together  with  cough, 
and  the  complaint  is  obscure,  but  at  last  the  fulness  on  the 
right  side,  and  tlie  pulsation  to  be  felt  by  the  pressure  of  the 
hand  on  tlie  intercostal  spaces,  will  enable  you  to  distinguish 
this  disease;  then  the  ribs  become  absorbed,  the  aneurism 
presses  against  the  pectoral  muscle,  absorption  reaches  the 
skin,  and  the  sac.  bursts  by  the  inflammation  of  the  skin,  the 
destruction  of  the  life  of  the  jiart,  and  the  separation  of  the 
eschar.  I will  mention  to  you  a case  which  shows  how  life 
may  be  prolonged  sometimes  by  the  formation  of  an  artificial 
sac  : a female  in  the  other  hospital  had  an  aneurism  of  the 
ascending  aorta ; the  skin  had  become  inflamed,  the  eschar 
was  separating,  and  a small  quantity  of  blood  was  discharged  ; 
a clot  of  blood  plugged  up  the  orifice  of  the  opening  ; pieces 
of  lint  were  applied,  over  which  was  put  some  adhesive  plas- 
ter, and  lastly  a bandage.  She  lived  twenty-seven  days  after- 
wards; the  opening  of  the  wound,  however,  gradually  in- 
creased, and  she  died  in  consequence  of  inflammation  of  the 
interior  of  the  aueurismal  bag  and  aorta. 

■ When,  therefore,  you  are  called  to  a person  with  an  aneu- 
rism in  this  part,  and  when  hemorrhage  has  come  on,  you 
can  protract  life  by  coating  the  wound  with  lint,  and  endea- 
vouring to  form  an  artificial  sac  ; and  by  this  means  you  give 
your  patient  two  or  three  days,  or  weeks,  to  live,  allowing  him 
that  time  for  making  any  preparation  he  may  wish.  These 
c&ses  are,  however,  quite  hopeless,  and  J have  never  knowti 
one  spontaneously  cured. 

Aneurisms  of  the  Curvature  of  the  Aorta. 

These  aneurisms  are  very  frequent,  and  are  to  be  seen  just 
above  the  sternum.  You  will  find  that  termination  of  exist- 
ence takes  place  in  different  modes  in  these  aneurisms.  In 
the  specimen  before  me  (exhibiting  one  on  the  table),  death 
was  produced  by  the  bursting  of  the  artery  into  the  trachea  ; 
it  was  given  me  by  Mr.  Davis,  and  was  taken  from  a man,  the 
subject  of  aneurism  of  long  existence  ; rising  from  his  bed 
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one  day,  the  artery  must  have  burst  into  the  air  tub?,  cough 
came  on  with  a sudden  gush  of  blood,  and  he  died,  partly 
from  sutfocation,  and  partly  from  loss  of  blood.  An  aneurism 
of  this  kind  often  causes,  by  its  pressure,  dyspnoea  and  suffo- 
cation; it  also  often  presses  behind  on  the  oesophagus,  instead 
of  in  front  on  the  sternum  ; il  will  be  seen  in  the  back, 
through  the  ribs,  by  the  edge  of  the  scajjula,  between  its  base 
and  the  spine.  Now’,  gentlemen,  I will  tell  you  one  or  two 
practical  points  here,  to  put  you  on  your  guard,  and  induce 
you  to  take  great  care  in  these  cases.  Mr.  Dyson,  of  the  city, 
called  on  me  one  day,  and  said  that  he  had  a patient  with 
aneurism  of  the  neck,  which  he  thought  was  an  aneurism  of 
the  carotid,  and  that  he  should  like  me  to  see  it.  I imme- 
diately went  with  him,  and  on  examining,  midway  between 
the  clavicle  and  lower  jaw  there  appeared  to  he  a collection 
of  fluid  proceeding  to  behind  the  sternum.  1 told  Mr.  Dyson, 
that  I was  very  doubtful  of  its  being  an  aneuristn  of  the  ca- 
rotid. Some  time  after  this,  Mr.  Dyson  sent  for  me  to  go  with 
him  to  examine  the  body  of  this  person  ; we  found  a small 
pouch,  just  behind  the  sternum,  proceeding  from  the  curvature 
of  the  aorta.  It  was  of  very  great  importance  that  a ligature 
had  not  been  applied  ; the  sac  would  have  been  cut  through, 
and  destruction  of  life  taken  place.  The  late  Mr.  Burns,  of 
Glasgow,  who  was  an  excellent  anatomist,  and  who  published 
a capital  w'ork  on  the  anatomy  of  the  head  and  neck,  wrote  to 
me  to  say  that  he  had  a case  of  aneurism  above  the  clavicle, 
and  entertained  some  thoughts  of  tying  the  subclavian  artery 
for  it,  and  asked  me  some  questions  relative  to  it,  to  which  1 
returned  an  answer,  and  said  to  him.  Take  care,  do  not  de- 
ceive yoiir.self,  for  what  often  appear  to  be  aneurisms  of  the 
subclavian  artery,  are  really  aneurisms  of  the  aorta.  The 
operation  was  not  performed.  (It  is  mentioned  in  Mr  Burn’s 
work.)  The  patient  afterwards  died,  and  on  examination  it 
w’as  found  that  it  was  an  aneurism  of  the  aorta  ; therefore  I 
mention  this  to  put  you  on  your  guard,  for  after  what  you 
have  lately  seen  at  Guy’s  Hospital,  don’t  think  the  operation 
an  easy  one,  and  that  it  would  add  greatly  to  your  credit  to 
perform  it.  You  might  very  easily  mistake  aneurism  of  the 
aorta  for  aneurism  of  the  carotid  or  subclavian  arteries. 

Aneurism  of  the  Artf.ria  Innominata. 

These  cases  in  general  do  not  allow  of  an  operation  being 
performed  ; there  is  no  room  for  the  ligature.  Dr.  Mott,  of 
America,  has  put  a ligature  on  this  vessel ; and  for  a time  the 
patient  appeared  to  be  doing  well ; but  he  afterwards  died. 
The  operation  did  him  much  credit  : few  w'ould  have  dared  to 
[lerform  it ; and  those  who  might  have  dared,  probably  would 
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not  have  known  how.  Dr.  Mott  is  an  excellent  anatomist, 
and  an  industrious  man. 

Aneurism  of  the  Descending  Aorta. 

When  the  descending  aorta  is  the  subject  of  aneurism,  in 
its  course  through  the  posterior  mediastinum,  it  very  often 
breaks  into  the  oesophagus,  as  in  the  jn  eparation  before  me 
(pointing  to  one  on  the  tablej , and  a similar  instance  of  which 
may  be  seen  in  the  museum  of  the  other  hospital  5 when  an 
aneurism  presses  on  the  oesophagus,  adhesion  of  the  coat  of 
the  sac  to  the.oesophagus  take.^  place,  and  afterwards  an  open- 
ing between  the  aneurismal  bag  and  gullet  is  formed  ; the 
patient  vomits  a considerable  quantity  of  blood,  and  soon  dies. 
I have  seen  tliree  instances  of  this  kind  of  aneurism  iu  persons 
who  have  died  of  some  other  complaint. 

Aneurism  of  the  Abdominal  Aorta. 

When  the  aneurism  is  situated  above  the  coeliac  artery,  a 
pulsation  may  be  distinctly  felt  at  the  scrobiculus  cordis  ; and 
a symptom  whigh  distinguishes  this  complaint  is,  that  the 
pressure  on  the  stomach  caused  by  the  aneurismal  bag  pro- 
duces nausea  and  vomiting,  and  small  quantities  of  food  are 
immediately  rejected.  'I’here  was  a case  iu  this  hospital  of 
aneurism  just  above  the  coeliac  artery,  where  the  patient  had 
frequent  vomiting,  constant  nausea,  and  could  not  bear  to  take 
any  food.  When  the  aneurism  is  lower  down  in  the  cavity  of 
the  abdomen,  it  of(«i  bursts  into  the  intestine.  Here  is  a 
specimen  (holding  itin  his  hand),  where  there  is  an  opening 
in  the  jejunum  and  the  fore  part  of  the  aneurismal  tumour,  of 
which  the  patient  died.  It  was  taken  from  a near  relation  of 
an  eminent  physician.  Dr.  S.  brought  him,  in  order  that  I 
might  give  my  opinion  of  a pulsation  in  the  abdomen ; he 
dined  with  me,  we  made  as  light  of  it  as  possible,  and  he  was 
very  cheerful  at  dinner ; three  weeks  afterwards  1 was  sent 
for,  to  Henbury,  to  visit  him  ; he  was  seized  with  discharge  of 
blood  by  stool ; he  revived  a little,  and  hopes  of  recovery  were 
entertained  by  his  friends  ; the  following  morning,  however, 
the  discharge  of  blood  returned  and  he  died  suddenly. 

When  the  aneurismal  tumour  presses  on  the  spine,  absorp- 
tion of  the  vertebrae  takes  place,  as  in  this  instance  (exhibit- 
ing a specimen)  ; you  will  also  find  a large  swelling  in  the 
loins  ; but  you  must  be  on  your  guard  respecting  this  swelling, 
lest  it  be  mistaken  for  any  other  complaint.  One  of  the  sur- 
geons of  this  hospital,  but  who  is  since  dead,  had  a patient 
with  a swelling  iu  his  loins ; this  the  surgeon  took  for  lumbar 
abscess  ; he  took  out  his  lancet,  and  introduced  it  obliquely, 
when  some  florid  blood  issued  by  the  side  of  the  instrument. 
Adhesive  plaster  was  put  to  the  wound,  and  it  healed  j he. 
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died,  however,  from  the  irritation  of  the  aneurismal  sac.  On 
examination  it  was  found  that  the  swelling  was  from  the 
aneurismal  tumour,  the  laucet  had  not  penetrated  into  it,  but 
wounded  its  coats.  There  is  no  pulsation  to  be  felt  in  the 
loins  from  those  tumours,  nor  was  there  any  in  the  case  I have 
just  mentioned,  and  this  is  owing  to  the  distance  of  the  swell- 
ing from  the  aorta ; thus  men  that  arc  well  informed  in  their 
profession  may  commit  mistakes  in  these  obscure  cases. 
Aneurisms  form  in  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  in  the  ischiatic 
notch,  and  under  the  gluteus  maximus  muscle  ; you  will  be  on 
your  guard,  therefore,  when  you  find  tumours  on  your  nates.  A 
man  was  sent  from  Gainsborough  to  the  other  hospital  with  an 
aneurism  or  tumour  on  the  nates  ; 1 hesitated  at  first  respect- 
ing its  nature  ; hemorrhage  came  on  from  the  bladder,  when 
it  was  immediately  thought  that  the  aneurism  adhered  to  the 
bladder,  and  an  opening  into  it  had  been  formed,  as  was  after- 
wards found  to  be  the  case  on  examination.  This  is  all  it  will 
be  necessary  to  say  to  you  on  the  subject  of  internal  aneurisms, 
as  the  symptoms  will  vary  according  to  the  seat  in  which  the 
disease  may  be  found  ; the  digestive  organs  will  be  in  fault  at 
one  time,  the  urinai7  at  another,  according  to  the  part  on 
which  the  pressure  of  the  aneurismal  sac  may  rest ; from  the 
variety  of  symptoms,  the  diagnosis  will  of  course  be  found  to 
be  difficult. 

On  the  Size  of  Aneurisms. 

The  aneurism  before  me  is  the  largest  I ever  saw  (a  beau- 
tiful specimen  was  here  exhibited)  ; it  begins  in  the  aorta  at 
the  emulgent  arteries,  and  extends  into  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis. 
It  contained  blood  (and  I am  not  exactly  certain  how  much), 
bnt  of  an  enormous  weight  Here  (showing  another  specimen) 
is  a popliteal  aneurism  of  considerable  size.  'I'he  greatest 
number  of  aucurisras  that  1 have  seen  in  oue  case  is  seven,  and 
this  specimen  on  the  table  was  taken  from  the  man  to  whom 
I allude.  He  died  of  an  aneurism  at  the  bifurcation  ; he  also 
had  one  at  the  oppo.site  ham,  two  above  it,  oue  in  the  groin, 
and  two  others.  The  iliac  artery  had  been  tied  for  femoral 
anenrism,  and  the  patient  did  well  for  some  time,  but  after- 
wards died.  'Hiis  man  was  a bricklayer’s  labourer  ; had  been 
accustomed  to  mount  ladders  and  carry  weights  up  great 
heights  ; had  been  in  the  habit  of  exercising  his  lower  extre- 
mities a good  deal ; he  was  not  very  muscular,  and  the  fatigue 
of  his  occupation  was  more  than  he  could  hear.  I may  ob- 
serve heie  that  some  aneurisms  are  local,  and  others  general ; 
when  they  occur  in  the  ham  they  are  freiiuently  only  local ; 
bnt  when  between  the  groin  and  ham,  or  in  the  middle  of  the 
thigh,  you  very  commonly  find  disease  of  other  arteries.  There- 
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fore,  in  popliteal  aneurism,  yon  expect  to  find  tlie  aorta  and 
larger  arteries  healthy. 

The  age  at  which  aneurisms  generally  occur  is  from  30  to 
50  ; at  that  age,  exercise  is  considerable  and  strength  less. 
In  very  old  age  this  complaint  i.s  not  so  common.  1 have  seen 
a popliteal  aneurism  in  a man  of  80,  four  or  five  years  ago,  at 
the  other  hospital : on  this  man  1 tied  the  femoral  artery,  and 
he  did  exti-emely  well.  On  a man  of  69  I have  operated,  and 
that  case  did  well.  1 saw  a hoy  in  this  hospital  eleven  years 
old,  with  aneurism  of  the  anterior  tihial  artery.  The  man  of 
eighty  is  the  oldest,  and  the  boy  of  eleven  the  youngest,  that 
I have  seen  with  aneurism.  It  is  more  commonly  met  with 
betwen  30  and  50,  or  rather  between  30  and  40,  than  after 
that  time.  In  cases  of  aneurism,  the  age  is  no  objection  to 
the  operation. 

With  respect  to  the  sex  in  which  aneurism  chiefly  occurs 
the  male  is  certainly  much  more  frequently  the  subject  of  it 
than  the  female.  I should  say  that  the  proportion  of  males 
to  females  is  about  five  to  one;  and  if  we  take  only  cases  of 
popliteal  aneurism,  the  proportion  of  males  would  be  consi- 
derably greater.  When  aneurisms  do  occur  in  females,  they 
are  generally  internal.  Females  are  rarely  the  subjects  of 
aneurism  in  the  limbs  ; the  reason  of  which  is,  that  they  do 
not  exert  them  so  much  as  the  other  se.x.  In  the  course  of 
my  practice,  taking  hosi)ital  and  private  practice  together,  I 
have  seen  about  eight  cases  of  popliteal  aneurisms  in  the  fe- 
male. The  number  of  popliteal  aneurisms  which  I have  seen 
in  the  male  is  of  course  very  considerable. 

On  iiiF.  Formation  of  Aneurisjis. 

It  is  necessary  that  you  should  clearly  understand  the  man- 
ner in  which  aneurism  is  produced.  'I'he  first  circumstance 
that  takes  place  in  an  artery  which  is  about  to  produce  an 
aneurismal  swelling  is,  that  it  becomes  opaque,  and  slightly 
inflamed.  A small  yellow  spot  appears  in  the  part  where  the 
aneurism  is  afterwards  formed,  and  there  is  a slight  efflores- 
cence surrounding  it.  The  pi'oeess  of  absorption  afterwards 
takes  place,  and  thins  the  coat  of  the  artery  so  that  the  tex- 
ture becomes  like  that  of  a flue  web.  At  the  same  time  that 
this  takes  place,  nature  begins  to  set  up  a process  of  defence, 
wliich  is  beautifully  exemplified  in  a preparation  (it  was  ex- 
hibited to  the  class)  made  from  the  first  aneurism  which  I had 
an  opportunity  of  dissecting.  This  was  an  incipient  aneurism 
of  the  aorta;  you  jierceive  that  the  coat  of  the  artery  has  been 
absorbed,  and  opposite  to  the  parts  absorbed  you  observe  a 
layer  of  adhesive  matter,  by  means  of  which  a defence  is  set 
up  for  the  coat  of  the  artery,  and  the  progress  of  the  disease 
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for  a time  resisted.  A covering  is  thus  produced  by  the  adhe- 
sive inflammation  vvhicli  shuts  up  the  artery,  so  as  to  prevent 
the  immediate  escape  of  the  blood.  This  preparation  not 
only  beautifully  illustrates  this  process,  hut,  by  holding  a can- 
dle on  the  opposite  side  of  it,  you  will  also  observe  the  opacity 
which  I have  just  described.  As  the  coat  of  the  artery  be- 
comes absorbed,  the  cellular  membrane  is  glued  bv  this  matter 
to  the  outer  surface  of  the  artery.  The  next  substance  which 
becomes  absorbed,  if  it  be  an  aneurism  of  the  ascending  aorta, 
is  the  pleura,  which  forms  a portion  of  the  aneurismal  bag. 
Then  the  lungs  become  absorbed,  and  form  a portion  of  the 
bag  ; next  the  intercostal  muscles,  with  the  cartilages  of  the 
ribs  ; then  the  pectoral  muscle;  and  at  last  the  skin  itself, 
forming  the  parietes  of  the  aneurism,  give  way,  and  there  is  no 
longer  any  thing  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  blood. 

Every  aneurism  was  formerly  supposed  to  be  produced  by 
the  dilatation  of  the  coats  of  the  artery  ; but  it  has  been  found 
that  this  is  not  the  case.  It  is  generally  produced,  not  by  the 
dilatation,  but  by  the  absorption  of  the  coats  of  the  artery. 
For  this  knowledge  we  are  indebted  to  Scarpa,  who  first  ac- 
curately explained  the  mode  In  which  aneurisms  are  produced. 
He  thought  they  were  always  produced  in  this  way;  but  they 
are  sometimes,  though  rarely,  formed  in  the  way  in  which 
they  were  formerly  supposed  to  be  uniformly  produced; 
namely,  by  dilatation.  Here  is  a specimen  of  an  aneurism  of 
the  aorta,  in  which  the  pouch  is  formed  by  dilatation,  the 
coats  of  the  artery  still  remaining. 

Aneurisms  are  now  and  then  the  effects  of  the  bursting  of  an 
artery  under  some  considerable  exertion.  I hav'e  known  tvvo 
instances  of  this  kind.  A gentleman  who  was  out  shooting 
jumped  over  a ditch,  when  on  reaching  the  other  side  his  foot 
slipped,  and  he  fell  back  into  the  ditch.  At  this  moment  he 
felt  something  snap  in  his  ham,  and  when  he  attempted  to 
walk  he  found  himself  lame  from  the  accident.  He  was  at- 
tended by  Mr.  Holt,  a surgeon  at  Tottenham,  and  was  after- 
wards brought  to  town,  where  he  underwent  an  operation  for 
popliteal  aneurism.  In  this  case  the  aneurism  began  to  form 
within  a very  short  time  after  the  accident,  and  it  was  not 
more  than  from  three  to  five  w’eeks  afterwards  that  the  opera- 
tion was  performed.  The  other  case  in  which  I have  known 
an  aneurism  produced  by  the  bursting  of  an  artery  occurred 
as  follows  A gentleman  whom  I was  attending  for  another 
complaint,  in  attempting  to  raise  himself  in  bed  upon  his 
hands,  felt  something  snap  in  his  right  hand.  When  I next 
visited  him,  he  told  me  the  circumstance,  and  requested  me 
to  look  at  his  hand.  Upon  putting  my  finger  upon  it,  I felt 
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a pulsating  aiieuiismal  swelling.  1 tried  what  could  be  done 
by  pressure ; but  as  this  did  not  succeed,  J found  it  necessary 
to  tie  the  radial  artery  at  the  part  where  we  usually  feel  the 
pulse.  In  this  case  a bag  of  considerable  size  was  formed  by 
the  cellular  membrane,  instead  of  the  usual  mode.  A pointed 
body  introduced  into  an  artery  will  produce  all  the  appear- 
ances of  aneurism,  and  require  the  same  treatment.  In  what- 
ever way,  in  short,  aneurism  is  produced,  the  surgical  treat- 
ment of  it  will  be  the  same.  A curious  circumstance  may  be 
observed  in  dissecting  an  aneurism,  after  having  turned  back 
the  aneurismal  sac.  You  would  suppose  that  when  you  had 
made  an  incision  in  the  parts  you  would  immediately  find 
the  cavity  in  which  the  blood  is  contained  ; but  this  is  not  the 
case.  On  the  inner  side  of  the  anurismal  sac  a wall  of  ad- 
hesive matter  is  deposited  in  layers  so  as  to  enclose  the  blood 
as  completely  as  the  aneurismal  sac  itself.  Here  is  a prepa- 
ration in  which  the  aneurismal  sac  has  been  taken  away,  and 
yet  you  find  a bag  remaining  entirely  formed  of  layers  of  ad- 
hesive matter  on  the  outer  side  of  the  aneurism.  The  process 
by  which  nature  throws  up  one  layer  of  adhesive  matter  after 
another,  until  a complete  bag  is  produced,  is  beautifully  illus- 
trated in  this  preparation. 

You  may  distinguish  aneurism  from  other  diseases  by  the 
following  marks  ; — If  the  aneurism  be  recent,  by  pressing 
your  finger  on  the  artery  which  leads  to  the  aneurism,  you 
will  empty  the  aneurismal  bag  ; but  if  the  aneurism  be  of 
longer  duration,  and  tlie  pulsation  be  but  slight,  place  yourself 
by  the  side  of  the  patient,  observe  carefully  the  size  of  the 
swelling,  and,  by  pressing  your  finger  on  the  artery  above, 
you  will  see  the  aneurism  sink  down  as  you  make  the  pre.s- 
sure,  though  the  sae  will  not  entirely  empty  itself;  and  upon 
raising  your  hand  suddenly,  you  will  observe  a jet  of  blood 
rush  into  the  aneurismal  sac,  and  raise  it  to  its  former  height. 
In  this  manner  an  aneurism  may  be  easily  distinguished  from 
another  tumour  deriving  its  pulsation  from  an  artery-:  in  the 
former  case  the  pulsation  will  be  felt  over  every  part  of  the 
tumour,  in  the  latter  there  will  be  no  pulsation  e.Kcept  in  the 
direction  of  the  artery.  I have  hurried  over  some  parts  of 
this  evening’s  lecture,  as  it  is  my  intention  to  show  you  the 
operation  for  popliteal  aneurism,  having  a subject  which  will 
answer  the  purpose  extremely  well.  I shall  postpone,  there- 
fore, some  remarks  which  1 have  to  make  upon  the  medical 
treatment  of  aneurism,  and  proceed  at  once  to  speak  of  the 
surgical  operation  for  its  cure. 

On  the  Core  of  Aneuri.sms. 

Aneurisms  sometimes  undergo  a spontaneous  cure.  This  is 
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a circii instance  which  yon  should  bear  in  mind,  because  in 
cases  where  they  are  so  situated  as  not  to  admit  of  surgical 
relief,  it  is  a consolation  to  tlie  patient  to  know  that  these 
diseases  now  and  then  cure  tliemselves.  There  are  many  ex- 
amples of  such  a spontaneous  cure  : 1 have  myself  seen  some 
and  many  more  are  to  be  found  in  surgical  and  medical 
authors.  There  is  a preparation  before  us,  taken  from  a man 
in  the  otlier  hospital,  who  had  au  aneurism,  situated  just 
below  the  groin,  which  underwent  a spontaneous  cure.  He 
was  sitting  before  the  fire,  in  one  of  the  wards  of  the  hospital, 
when  he  felt  something  burst  in  the  upper  part  of  his  thigh. 
On  examination  he  found  no  blood  had  issued  out,  and  in 
fact,  the  aneurism  had  not  yet  reached  the  skin  so  as  to  be 
adherent  to  it.  His  thigh  was,  however,  enormously  swollen  ; 
he  was  unable  to  use  the  limb,  and  was  put  to  bed  by  the  other 
jiatients.  For  three  days  after  a pulsation  was  found  in  the 
aueuiism  ; it  then  ceased,  and  the  size  of  the  limb  began  to 
diminish.  At  the  end  of  four  months  the  aneurismal  swelling 
had  considerably  diminished,  and  he  recovered  the  use  of  the 
limb.  Six  months  after  he  first  felt  this  sensation,  and  when 
he  had  been  discharged  from  the  hospital,  1 met  him  as  1 was 
walking  across  the  square  of  the  other  hospital,  1 said  to  him, 
“Why,  Powell.”  “you  seem  lotv-spirited  ; you  ought  to  be 
cheerful,  for  you  have  had  a very  narrow  escape.”  “ Yes,” 
said  the  man,  “ 1 am  pretty  well,  sir,  except  that  1 have  some- 
thing alive  in  my  belly.” — {A  laugh) — “ I hope  you  have,” 
said  I,  “ for  it  would  he  rather  awkward  if  you  had  not.” 
On  putting  my  hand  on  his  abdomen,  I felt  a pulsating  swell- 
ing there.  This  aneurism  shortly  afterwards  burst  into  the 
abdomen,  and  the  man  died.  On  examination  of  the  body, 
it  was  found  that  the  aneurism  in  the  thigh,  just  below  Pou- 
part’s  ligament,  had  burst  under  the  fascia  lata  ; a great  accu- 
mulation of  blood  took  place,  which  pressed  upon  the  vessel, 
and  the  femoral  artery  was  obliterated.  Sir  W.  Blizard  had  a 
patient  at  Walworth,  with  popliteal  aneurism,  which  was 
cured  spontaneously.  Mr.  Ford  mentions  several  cases  ; and 
Dr.  Baillie  met  with  two  cases  of  carotid  aneurism,  which 
cured  themselves.  IMr.  Crampton,  the  surgeon-general  at 
Dulilin,  has  given  an  account  of  a casein  which  the  aneurism 
gradually  wasted  in  the  abdomen,  and  obliterated  the  aorta. 

An  account  of  a similar  case  has  been  given  by  Baron  Lar- 
rey,  the  Frencli  surgeon.  An  Irish  gentleman,  whose  name 
does  not  at  this  moment  occur  to  me,  in  passing  through  this 
metropolis,  on  his  way  to  Paris,  showed  me  a preparation 
from  a case  of  pontaneons  cure  of  anenrisin,  in  whiih  the 
aorta  was  obliterated  at  tiie  loins. 
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As  the  spontaneous  cure  of  this  disease,  however,  cannot  be 
so  far  depended  upon  as  to  prevent  us  from  performing  the 
operation  in  all  situations  where  the  artery  is  accessible,  I 
shall  proceed  to  describe  to  you  the  mode  of  performing  the 
operation  in  the  different  parts  of  the  body,  confining  myself 
in  this  evening’s  lecture  to  the  operation  on  the  femoral 
artery.  As  we  are  occasionally  under  the  necessity  of  per- 
forming the  operation  as  it  used  to  be  done  thirty-five  or 
forty  years  ago,  I shall,  in  the  first  place,  say  a few  words  on 
the  old  operation,  'riie  operation  for  popliteal  aneurism  used 
to  be  performed  in  the  following  manner  : — A tourniquet  was 
placed  on  the  limb,  and  the  patient  laid  upon  his  face.  An  inci- 
sion was  then  made  in  the  ham,  to  the  extent  of  the  aneurism, 
and  the  adhesive  matter  and  coagulated  blood  removed  from 
the  excavation  thus  made.  The  aneurismal  bag  was  then 
wiped  out  with  a sponge,  and  the  tourniquet  was  slightly 
loosened,  in  order  to  mark  the  orifice  of  the  artery.  The 
surgeon  stood  ready  with  a probe  in  his  hand,  and  as  soon  as 
be  saw  the  blood  issue  from  the  upper  orifice,  he  passed  it 
into  the  artery,  and  then  separating  tliat  portion  of  the  artery 
from  the  remaining  parts,  put  a ligature  upon  it.  When  he 
had  done  this,  he  again  loosened  the  tourniquet,  and  as  soon 
as  he  saw  what  appeared  to  be  venous  blood  spring  from  the 
lower  portion  of  the  artery  (for  the  blood  from  the  upper 
portion  of  the  artery  is  florid,  as  arterial  blood  usually  is, 
but  in  the  lower  portion  it  has  the  appearance  of  venous 
blood),  he  introduced  the  probe  into  the  oiifice,  and  put  a 
ligature  on  the  artery  as  before.  An  operation  like  this, 
which  exposed  a very  considerable  surface,  where  the  artery 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  aneurism  was  diseased,  and  by  which  the 
bones  were  frequently  injured,  from  the  ulcerative  process 
taking  place,  necessarily  led  very  frequently  to  fatal  results ; 
so  frequently,  indeed,  that  it  was  a disputed  point  among  the 
profession  whether  it  was  better  to  amputate  in  cases  of  pop- 
liteal aneurism,  or  to  perform  this  operation.  A man  \vho 
had  recovered  after  the  old  operation  for  popliteal  aneurism 
could,  formerly,  get  money  by  showing  himself  at  the  hospi- 
tals ; at  present  it  would  not  be  worth  a man’s  while  to  beg 
in  this  way.  It  is  to  Mr.  John  Hunter  that  we  are  indebted 
for  the  great  improvement  which  has  taken  place  in  this 
branch  of  surgery.  But  for  Mr.  John  Hunter,  we  might  still 
have  the  same  difficulties  to  encounter,  and  patients  labouring 
under  this  disease  might  still  have  been  exposed  to  the  same 
danger. 

bir.  Hunter  being  an  excellent  physiologist,  and  an  admi- 
rable anatomist,  applied  the  powers  of  his  active  and  inquiring 
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mind  to  this  subject.  He  said,  “ I have  frequently  tied  the 
femoral  artery  in  animals,  without  injury  ; why  should  not  I 
put  a ligature  on  the  artery,  in  the  same  way,  in  the  human 
subject?” 

It  is  right,  however,  to  observe  that,  Mr.  Hunter  was  led  to 
this  train  of  thought  by  having  under  his  care  a case  of  popli- 
teal aneurism,  of  such  extent  as  to  have  reached  the  tendon  of 
the  triceps,  so  that  there  was  no  room  for  the  application  of 
a ligature  between  the  aneurismal  sac  and  the  tendon.  He 
determined,  therefore,  to  make  the  experiment  of  tying  the 
femoral  artery,  rather  than  amputate  the  limb.  The  first  ope- 
ration was  not,  as  might  be  expected,  performed  in  the  very 
best  manner.  He  was  not  content  with  a single  ligature,  but 
applied  several,  which  were  left  hanging  out  of  tlie  wound, 
and  which  were  afterwards  discharged  by  a process  of  ulcera- 
tion. Yet  under  all  these  disadvantages,  the  patient  recovered, 
and  lived  rather  more  than  twelve  months  after  the  operation. 
On  dissection,  it  was  found  that  the  femoral  artery  was  oblite- 
rated as  far  as  the  arteria  profunda.  Since  Mr.  Hunter’s 
time,  sever.al  slight  alterations  have  been  made  in  the  opera- 
tion for  popliteal  aneui’ism,  as  every  surgeon  has  his  whim  ; 
but  the  ])rinciple  established  by  Mr.  Hunter  remains  the  same, 
and  that  great  suigeon  has  the  undoubted  merit  of  having 
substituted  a simple  and  beautiful  operation  for  one  of  very 
considerable  difficulty  and  danger.  I shall  proceed  to  point 
out  to  you  the  several  steps  of  the  operation  for  tying  the  femo- 
ral artery  in  cases  of  popliteal  aneurism.  Mr.  Hunter  used  to 
make  the  incision  in  the  middle  of  the  thigh,  but  experience 
has  shown  that  it  is  better  to  make  it  one-third  of  the  space 
downwards  from  the  ilium  to  the  internal  condyle  of  the 
os  femoris,  because  the  artery  is  more  deejdy  seated  in  the 
middle  of  the  tliigh  than  it  is  higher  up;  and  there  are,  be- 
side.sniany  anastomosing  vessels  in  the  former  situation.  'There 
are  four  steps  in  this  operation  : first,  an  incision  through  the 
skin,  which  lays  bare  the  .sartorius  muscle  ; secondly,  the 
division  is  to  be  continued  along  the  inner  edce  of  the  sarto- 
rius, exposing  the  sheath  of  the  femoral  artery;  thirdly,  the 
incision  through  the  sheath  ; and  fourthly,  the  putting  of  the 
ligature  round  the  vessel.  1 now  make  the  incision,  about 
four  inches  in  length — [the  learned  professor  proceeded  to 
perform  the  operation  on  the  dead  subject] — which  completely 
exposes  the  sartorius  muscle;  I then  separate  its  inner  edge 
from  the  parts  with  which  it  is  in  contact ; this  lays  bare  the 
sheath,  and  I now  find  the  femoral  artery  and  the  vein  ex- 
posed. 'There  i.s  a little  septum  between  the  artery  and  the 
vein,  which  you  should  take  care  to  observe.  Introduce  the 
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aiicurismal  needle  under  the  artery,  taking  care  to  disturb  the 
parts  as  little  as  possible.  Separate  the  cellular  membrane  to 
the  e.xtcnt  of  about  an  inch  ; and  take  care  not  to  include  the 
saphenus  nerve,  which  is  a small  branch  of  the  anterior 
crural  nerve,  in  the  ligature.  If  the  saphenus  nerve  should 
be  taken  up,  yon  will  ascertain  it  by  the  irritability  which  is 
immediately  excited.  Having  brought  the  ligature  under  the 
vessel  with  the  aneurismal  needle,  all  that  remains  is,  to  tie  it 
with  what  is  called  a surgeon’s  knot,  which  does  not  slip.  In 
this  consists  the  whole  operation.  If  you  should  have  sepa- 
rated the  artery  from  the  sheath  to  any  considerable  extent, 
two  ligatures  will  be  necessary,  which  must  be  applied  close 
to  the  part  where  the  vessel  is  connected  by  the  cellular  tissue 
to  the  sheath  ; but  if  you  should  not  have  disturbed  the  artery, 
one  ligature  will  be  sufficient. 


^LECTURE  XXL 


Operation  for  Popliteal  Aneurism. 

As  the  time  of  last  evening  was  occupied  in  performing  the 
operation  for  popliteal  aneurism,  1 left  one  or  two  points  un- 
noticed which  it  will  be  important  to  bear  in  mind,  therefore 
I will  state  them  now.  In  the  first  place,  it  has  been  conceived 
that  considerable  relief  might  be  afforded  in  cases  of  aneurism, 
by  medical  treatment.  It  is  natural  to  expect  that  if  by  any 
means  the  action  of  the  heart  and  arteries  be  diminished,  the 
result  would  be  that  the  aneurismal  bag  would  yield  less,  and 
consequently  be  reduced  : experience  does  not,  however,  justi- 
fy this  conclusion.  1 will  tell  you  a case  which  exemplifies  the 
truth  of  what  I state.  A gentleman  came  to  town,  and  vvas 
operated  on  for  popliteal  aneurism  ; he  recovered  in  the  usual 
time,  no  untoward  circumstances  occurring  during  his  reco- 
very ; in  twelve  months  afterwards,  he  became  afflicted  with 
aneurism  of  the  aorta,  just  at  its  curvature.  He  came  to  Lon- 
don, and  having  been  under  my  care  before,  he  applied  to  me 
again.  On  examination  I discovered  the  aneurism.  A con- 
sultation was  held  on  this  patient  in  July,  when  it  vvas  agreed 
that  he  should  be  kept  low,  be  occasionally  bled,  and  be  al- 
lowed small  quantities  only  of  animal  food,  as  it  was  hoped 
that  by  this  means  the  action  of  the  heart  and  arteries  would 
be  considerably  lessened.  Well,  this  regimen  was  prescribed 
in  July  ; the  patient  adhered  very  rigidly  to  it ; but  the  Fe- 
bruary following  he  died,  from  the  bursting  of  the  artery  into 
the  chest,  having  lived  a shorter  period  than  usual  in  these 
eases.  Now  it  is  probable  that  he  would  have  survived  longer, 
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had  he  been  treated  otherwise ; and  I will  explain  to  you  how 
it  is  that  keeping  the  patients  so  low  docs  not  agree  with 
them  ; by  keeping  them  so  low,  the  constitution  is  rendered 
irritable,  and  then  whatever  is  lost  in  the  momentum  of  the 
circulating  fluid,  is  gained  in  velocity.  I have  seen  loss  of 
blood  in  the  treatment  of  aneurisnrs  occasionally  useful.  When 
the  chest  is  affected,  and  breathing  laborious,  it  will  be  right 
to  take  blood;  and  the  best  state  in  which  the  body  can  be 
kept  is  a little  below  par ; that  is,  a little  under  the  natural 
state.  Strict  attention  must  be  paid  to  regimen ; and  it  would 
be  highly  improper  to  give  stimuli  of  any  kind. 

'I'he  second  point  is  the  chance  of  obtaining  a cure  by  the 
application  of  pressure  on  the  artery  or  aneurismal  bag.  Very 
many  years  ago,  1 had  an  iron  ring  made,  with  a pad  on  the 
outer  side,  and  a screw  on  the  opposite  : this  was  put  on  the 
limb,  pressure  on  the  outside  was  made  against  the  thigh,  and 
on  the  inside  against  the  artery ; the  use  of  this  was  worse 
than  the  operation.  I applied  it  on  a man  at  the  other  hos- 
pital, and  I will  tell  you  how  long  he  kept  it  on — twenty-four 
hours  only.  In  three  hours  from  its  first  application  he  began 
to  complain  of  pain  ; in  a few  hours  afterwards  it  became 
worse;  and  in  less  than  twenty-four  hours  the  man  said  that 
he  would  submit  to  any  operation  rather  than  suffer  the  pain  : 
therefore  it  is  impossible  to  practise  it.  I have  tried  the  same 
experiment  on  the  upper  extremity,  but  without  its  leading  to 
any  useful  results.  This  plan  of  pressure  on  arteries  does  not 
succeed,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  abandoned. 

Well,  gentlemen,  I will  describe  the  alterations  which  have 
taken  place  in  the  mode  of  performing  the  operation  for  popli- 
teal aneurism  since  the  time  of  Mr.  J.  Hunter.  Mr.  Hunter 
made  the  incision  in  the  middle  of  the  thigh  ; the  spot  where 
it  is  made  at  present  is  one-third  down,  as  in  the  middle  of 
the  thigh  the  artery  is  deeper  situated  ; well,  therefore,  one- 
third  down  the  thigh  is  the  place  where  you  ought  to  operate. 
Now,  Mr.  Cline  (with  whom  1 formerly  lived)  thought  that 
it  would  be  an  improvement  in  the  operation,  if,  instead  of 
allowing  the  ligature  to  remain  till  the  process  of  ulceration 
had  begun,  he  removed  it  before  that  period,  that  hemorrhage 
might  be  prevented,  and  the  operation  rendered  simple ; and 
in  the  first  case  of  popliteal  aneurism  which  he  had  after  he 
thought  of  this  plan  he  tried  the  experiment,  laid  bare  the 
artery,  applied  a broad  ligature,  and  tied  it  firmly  on  the  ar- 
tery ; but  in  order  to  prevent  the  knot  slipping,  he  put  between 
it  and  the  vessel  a small  piece  of  cork.  'I'he  first  case  on 
which  he  tried  this  succeeded  perfectly  well.  [Here  the  learned 
professor,  pointing  to  a specimen  taken  from  the  man  on 
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whom  this  experiment  had  lieen  tried,  showed  tliat  the  artery 
was  quite  obliterated.]  Tlie  ligature  remained  on  till  the  adhe- 
sive i)rocess  had  begun  ; but  before  ulceration  had  taken  place, 
the  wound  suppurated,  and  ultimately  closed.  The  patient 
died  some  time  after  of  an  affection  of  the  lungs  ; and  on  exa- 
mination of  the  body,  the  artery  was  found  as  just  described  ; 
but  on  repeating  this  mode  of  operation,  it  was  soon  ascer- 
tained that  it  produced  more  irritation  than  the  othei’.  Here 
is  an  example  (pointing  to  a specimen) , in  which  the  artery 
ulcerated  a short  time  after  the  broad  ligature  had  been  ap- 
plied; it  led  to  great  irritation,  and  the  proce.ss  of  ulceration 
was  rendered  more  speedy  ; therefore  the  operation  cannot  be 
performed  ; and  Mr.  Cline,  with  all  the  candour  for  which  he 
is  so  remarkable,  gave  it  up,  as  an  operation,  however  feasible, 
yet  one  that  was  attended  with  considerable  risk.  Well,  then, 
it  has  been  proposed,  and  very  ingeniously,  by  Mr.  Abernethy, 
that  two  ligatures  should  be  applied,  and  the  artery  divided 
between  them,  ^ow  this  idea  arose  from  the  circumstance, 
that  where  the  ligatures  are  applied  to  arteries  after  limbs  have 
been  removed,  no  hemorrhage  comes  on  ; but  the  two  cases 
essentially  differ  ; in  the  one,  where  amputation  has  been  per- 
formed, letraction  of  the  arierv,  before  the  application  of  the 
ligature,  has  taken  place;  it  is  already  drawn  into  the  cellular 
tissue,  and  there  is  no  danger  of  after  hemorrhage  from  its 
retracting  any  more  ; but  in  the  other,  where  ligatures  are 
applied  on  arteries  for  the  cure  of  aneurisms,  as  soon  as  the 
process  of  ulceration  commences,  hemorrhage  often  ensues 
from  the  retraction  of  the  vessel,  which  had  not  taken  place 
before.  I had  a case  in  the  other  hospital,  which  was  going 
on  well  to  the  fifteenth  day,  when,  as  he  was  lying  on  the  bed, 
a sudden  rush  of  blood  occurred,  and  had  there  not  been  a 
dre.s.'icr  in  the  room  at  the  time,  he  must  have  died  : ligatures 
were  apjtlied  a second  time.  If  an  artery  is  whole  when  the 
ligatures  aie  applied,  separate  it  from  the  cellular  membrane 
sufficiently  to  allow  of  retiactiou  : but  if  the  artery  is  divided, 
as  after  amputation,  there  will  be  no  occasion,  as  the  vessel 
has  already  retracted  before  the  ligature  is  applied,  and  this  is 
the  reason  that  there  is  less  danger  from  hemorrhage  when  one 
ligature  only  is  applied,  than  when  there  are  two.  But  this 
operation  led  tfi  another  dangerous  consequence — there  was 
the  danger  of  the  slipjting  of  the  knot.  Mr.  Cline,  senior,  in 
the  operation  for  popliteal  aneurism,  put  on  two  ligatures, 
and  whilst  the  dresser  was  sitting  tiy  the  patient,  hemorrhage 
came  on  ; the  tourniquet  was  instantly  applied,  and  Mr.  Cline 
sent  for  : when  he  came,  on  looking  into  the  wound,  he  saw 
one  of  the  ligatures  loose,  and  floating  in  the  blood.  Ou 
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examination,  he  found  that  the  ligature  had  escaped  from  the 
upper  part  of  the  artery,  and  that  the  lower  one  had  nearly 
slipped.  He  immediately  applied  two  fresh  ligatures.  There- 
fore there  is  the  danger  of  the  knot  slipping  where  there  are 
two  ligatures  used  ; and  on  this  account  it  has  been  recom- 
mended that  a needle  should  be  put  through  the  artery,  with 
a fine  ligature  in  it,  as  by  this  means  the  danger  from  hemor- 
rhage would  be  prevented.  It  was  found  by  Dr.  Jones,  who 
has  written  an  excellent  work  on  the  methods  nature  adopts 
in  restraining  hemorrhage,  that  if  fine  ligatures  were  applied 
on  arteries,  they  would  cut  through  the  internal  coat,  and 
leave  the  external  undivided  ; the  elastic  coat  would  i-emain 
whole.  He  tried  experiments  on  animals,  and  from  these  he 
learnt  that,  when  fine  ligatures  are  applied,  inflammation 
takes  place,  and  the  adhesive  process  is,  in  a very  short  time, 
produced,  by  which  means  the  canal  becomes  obstructed;  he 
therefore  recommended,  that  in  operation  for  aneunsms,  fine 
ligatures  should  be  applied  only  for  a few  hours,  and  then 
removed. 

In  consequence  of  this,  T adopted  the  plan  in  the  case  from 
which  I took  this  specimen  (pointing  to  one  on  the  table),  in 
order  to  see  if  it  would  succeed  ; it  has  been  tried  in  the  fol- 
lowing cases,  and  is  an  operation  that  ought  not  to  be  per- 
formed. In  the  first  place,  a fine  ligature  was  put  on  the  fe- 
moral artery,  tied  tightly,  and  in  a few  hours  removed  ; the 
result  of  the  operation  was,  that  the  pulsation  was  stopped  for 
a short  time,  but  in  a few  hours  it  returned,  and  the  size  of 
the  aneurism  began  to  increase.  A consultation  was  held,  and 
it  was  determined  that  a ligature  should  be  applied  in  the 
usual  way,  and  allowed  to  suppurate  and  ulcerate,  and  the  pa- 
tient did  extremely  well.  In  two  other  persons  I tried  this 
plan  ; one  for  an  aneurism  on  the  popliteal  artery,  the  other 
for  an  aneurism  on  the  radial  artery  : in  the  first  case  I used  a 
fine  thin  ligature,  and  tied  it  very  tight ; in  thirty  hours  I 
loosened  it.  Now,  when  this  man  was  on  the  table,  I said  to 
myself  that  the  operation  was  not  founded  on  a right  prinei- 
ple.  1 looked  at  the  wound  and  saw  that  the  adhesive  pro- 
cess had  commenced,  and  that  in  drawing  the  ligature  out,  I 
had  destroyed  all  the  adhesions  which  nature  had  set  up : the 
pulsation  had  not  ceased,  and  I pulled  the  ligature  tight,  and 
allowed  it  to  remain  forty-two  hours  longer,  and  then  removed 
it ; thus,  after  the  lajtse  of  seventy-two  hours  in  the  whole, 
it  did  not  return.  Thirteen  days  after  this,  as  I was  coming 
into  the  square  of  the  other  hospital,  one  of  my  dressers  said 
that  hemorrhage  had  come  on  from  tlie  man  in  Job’s  ward, 
from  whom  the  ligature  had  been  removed,  and  that  it  was 
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evidently  arterial.  I said  tliat  tliis  was  exceedingly  curious. 
1 went  up,  and  found  that  it  was  the  case  ; a tourniquet  was 
ap|)lied;  the  hemorrhage  did  not  return,  and  the  patient  did 
extremely  well.  If  the  ligature,  after  being  on  for  seventy- 
two  hour.s,  docs  not  produce  adhesion,  the  uselessness  of  tem- 
porary  ligatures  does  not  admit  of  a doubt — they  ought  to  be 
abandoned.  In  the  aneurism  of  the  radial  artery,  I removed 
the  ligature  twenty-four  hours  after  it  had  been  applied,  but 
the  pulsation  returned  ; I made  an  incision  on  the  tumour, 
and  applied  a ligature  above  and  below,  and  the  aneurism  was 
cured. 

It  would  be  an  extremely  desirable  thing  if  any  person  in- 
vented a ligature  composed  of  materials  which  would  admit  of 
solution  : he  would,  by  such  an  invention,  greatly  serve  his 
profession.  It  has  been  said,  that  ligatures  formed  out  of  the 
untauned  skins  of  kids  will  answer  such  a purpose  ; that  they 
will  become  absorbed ; but  they  do  not,  I understand,  suc- 
ceed. I thought  that  a ligature  made  of  catgut  would  admit 
of  solution,  and  I tried  it  on  a man  of  eighty  years  of  age,  on 
whom  I performed  the  o])eration  for  |)opliteal  aneuiism  : the 
catgut  ligature  was  cut  close  to  the  vessel  : the  wound  healed 
over,  and  no  bad  symptom  followed.  The  experiment  suc- 
ceeded, it  is  true,  in  this  ca.'e ; but  I have  used  the  catgut  liga- 
ture in  three  other  cases  since,  and  did  not  find  it  at  all  supe- 
rior to  the  common  ligature : in  each  of  the  three  cases  it 
cameawayby  suppuration  and  ulceration,  as  in  common  cases; 
it  did  not  therefore  succeed.  In  the  old  per.son  there  was  less' 
tendency  to  inHammation,  and  that  was  the  reason  of  it  suc- 
ceeding. I made  some  ex[)eriments  on  dogs,  with  a view  to 
ascertain  the  solubility  of  catgut.  I tied  the  carotid  of  a dog, 
and  used  the  catgut  ligature ; in  a fortnight  after  I killed  the 
animal,  and  found  that  the  ligature  had  not  been  dissolved, 
btit  that  it  had  cut  through  the  artery,  and  was  situated  in  a 
cyst,  like  that  which  is  formed  round  a ball,  between  the  di- 
vided ends  of  the  vessel,  in  a quiescent  state  ; therefore  this 
substance  does  not  admit  of  solubility,  but  will  remain  some- 
times without  producing  irritation.  On  the  whole,  catgut 
ligatures  are  not  at  all  superior  to  the  common  ones.  Some 
animal  matter  of  the  form  of  gluten,  made  into  ligature, 
might  do;  but  this  is  mere  conjecture.  At  present  there  is  no 
ligature  known  which  is  capable  of  being  dissolved  and  re- 
moved by  the  absorbents. 

Well,  gentlemen,  I have  made  all  the  observations  respect- 
ing the  improvements  in  the  operation  for  popliteal  aneurism 
tliat  1 intended,  with  the  exception  of  the  plan  of  cutting  the 
ligature  close  to  the  knot,  and  then  leaving  it  to  its  fate,  and 
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to  couie  away  as  it  cau  ; but  experience  shows  that  the  irrita- 
tion which  is  produced  by  this  mode  is  attended  with  great 
mischief.  This  is  the  plan  Mr.  Hunter  adopted,  when  he  put 
the  ligature  for  the  first  time  on  the  femoral  artery,  in  operat- 
ing for  popliteal  aneurism  ; the  wound  closed  kindly,  and  the 
ligature  afterwards  came  away  by  suppuration  and  ulceration. 
Since  Mr.  Hunter’s  time  it  has  been  tried  again,  but  is  now 
nearly  given  up  by  all  in  the  profession.  On  the  whole,  rest 
assured,  that  the  best  mode  of  applying  tbe  ligature  is  that 
now  commonly  adopted ; tie  a tight  knot  with  a fine  ligature, 
and  then  cut  one  end  of  the  ligature  close  to  the  vessel,  and 
let  the  other  hang  out  of  the  wound.  If  in  the  operation  the 
artery  has  been  disturbed  much  from  the  surrounding  cellular 
membrane,  for  an  inch  or  so,  apply  two  ligatures,  and  divide 
the  artery  in  the  centre,  and  there  will  be  room  for  the  retrac- 
tion of  the  artery ; but  if,  on  the  contrary,  it  has  not  been 
much  disturbed,  apply  only  the  single  ligature  ; broad  liga- 
tures must,  however,  on  uo  account,  be  used,  as  they  are 
very  likely  to  produce  constitutional  irritation,  and  conse- 
quently cause  the  parts  to  suffer  for  a great  length  of  time. 

Vl’hen  the  operation  is  performed,  what  you  should  do  is 
this  : you  are  to  bring  the  integuments  close  together  by 
means  of  strips  of  adhesive  plaster,  leaving,  however,  a small 
space  between  each,  so  that  the  matter  may  escape  through 
the  interstices.  No  bandage,  or  roller  of  any  sort,  should  be 
applied,  as  the  blood-vessels  of  the  limb  would  be  compressed 
by  them,  and  injury  be  done  to  the  part.  As  for  the  position 
of  the  limb,  it  should  be  placed  on  a pillow,  and  on  its  outer 
side.  If  the  patieut  were  to  rest  on  his  heel,  two  evils  would 
be  likely  to  arise  ; 1st,  there  would  be  the  necessity  of  sup- 
porting the  knee  by  placing  something  under  the  ham  which 
would  stop  the  circulation  in  the  vessels  of  the  part;  and, 
2dly,  there  is  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  gangrene,  from 
the  heel  resting  long  in  one  position,  as  this  is  apt  to  produce 
sloughing  of  the  parts.  The  outer  position,  then,  is  the  one 
you  should  choose,  occasionally  changing  it,  so  as  to  prevent 
pressure  in  any  one  particular  part. 

Be  on  your  guard,  gentlemen,  to  preserve  the  warmth  of  the 
limb,  for  there  is  danger  from  gangrene  in  cold  weather. 
Some  years  ago,  I was  very  near  losing  a patient  by  not  attend- 
ing to  this  circumstance.  A young  gentleman,  on  whom  I 
had  performed  the  operation  for  aneurism,  complained  when 
I visited  him  (which  was  in  the  evening  of  the  same  day)  of  a 
weight  in  the  foot : this  induced  me  to  look  at  the  limb, 
which  probably  I should  not  otherwise  have  done,  and  I found 
that  the  foot  was  quite  cold  and  benumbed,  which  was  occa- 
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sioned  by  there  being  no  fire  in  the  room  at  a time  when  the 
vveatlier  was  very  cold.  I sat  down  by  the  bed-side  of  the 
I)atieiit,  and  kept  rubbing  his  leg  and  foot  with  a warm  flannel 
till  heat  was  restored  to  the  limb.  Ever  since  that  time  I have  ’ 
wrapped  the  limb  up  in  a piece  of  flannel  or  a stocking,  and 
sometimes  put  jars  filled  with  hot  water  to  the  feet,  particu- 
larly if  the  weather  is  cold,  then  the  part  will  be  preserved 
gently  warm.  I once  saw  a patient  lost  by  the  folly  of  a 
dresser  at  the  other  hospital.  In  the  evening  after  the  opera- 
tion, seeing  the  limb  a little  swollen,  he  said  to  the  sister, 
“ Suppose  you  apply  the  wdiite  wash  (liq.  plumbi.  super,  and 
water)  to  this?”  On  the  following  morning  gangrene  came 
on,  in  consequence  of  the  cold  produced  by  the  evaporation  ; 
power  of  the  circulation  in  the  limb  became  destroyed,  and 
the  patient  died. 

The  means  by  which  the  circulation  is  carried  on  when  the 
femoral  artery  is  tied  is  by  the  arteria  profunda ; from  this 
anastomosing  vessels  are  sent  off,  which  communicate  with 
branches  from  the  anterior  tibial.  It  sometimes  happens  that 
the  aneurism  will  be  re|)roduced  by  means  of  a vessel  which 
comes  off  above  the  part  where  the  ligature  is  applied,  and  en- 
ters the  artery  just  above  the  aneurismal  sac,  and  thus  repro- 
duces the  aneurism.  I scarcely  should  have  mentioned  this  to 
you,  if  I had  not  seen  an  instance  of  this  a short  time  ago,  in 
a man  at  Guy's,  who  had  been  operated  on  by  Mr.  Key  for 
popliteal  aneurism,  and  who  was  discharged  cured.  This  per- 
son came  back  to  the  hospital  with  another  swelling  in  the 
ham,  and  a pulsation  in  it,  in  the  same  spot  as  the  former 
aneurism  : he  had  suffered  considerable  pain ; the  integu- 
ments of  the  knee  were  very  rigid,  and  the  bone,  from  the 
long-continued  pressure  on  it,  had  become  in  a diseased  state. 
I amputated  the  limb,  and  found  the  aneurism  reproduced  of 
the  original  size,  and  an  artery  could  be  distinctly  traced 
going  from  a little  above  the  tumour  up  the  thigh.  It  there- 
fore happens  that  aneurisms  are  reproduced  by  means  of  ar- 
teries which  proceed  from  above  the  spot  where  the  ligature 
is  applied,  to  just  above  the  aneurismal  sac  : these  cases  are, 
however,  extremely  rare. 

The  time  at  which  the  ligature  separates  is  generally  from 
the  twelfth  to  the  fourteenth  day  ; the  fourteenth  day  is  gene- 
rally the  extreme  ; the  twelfth  day  the  minimum  of  separation ; 
but  it  is  variable  according  to  the  different  kinds  of  ligatures 
tiscd.  1 have  seen  a ligature  remain  on  as  long  as  twenty-eight 
days,  where  a broad  one  had  been  used ; I have  known  a 
ligature  come  off  as  early  as  the  fifth  day,  but  in  this  last  case 
it  was  put  on  the  brachial  artery  for  a puncture  made  in  bleed- 
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Ing  ; on  the  eighth  day  it  had  come  off,  and  no  hemonliage 
ensued  ; therefore,  if  early  inflammation  ensues,  the  separa- 
tion will  be  rapid  ; but  if  there  be  a broad  ligature,  and  the 
inflammation  indolent,  it  will  be  from  twenty-five  to  thirty 
days.  Here  let  me  give  yon  one  or  two  practical  hints.  If 
the  ligature  comes  away,  and  without  any  hemorrhage,  you 
will  think  the  patient  safe ; he  is  not  so  by  any  means.  A 
man  was  pushing  a knife  through  a cable,  when  it  slipped, 
pierced  the  left  thigh,  and  wounded  the  femoral  artery  ; a 
tourniquet  was  applied,  the  best  that  could  be  made,  for  the 
accident  happened  on  board  a vessel  in  the  river  ; he  was 
brought  to  Guy’s  Hospital,  and  I was  sent  for.  Ou  my  ar- 
rival, I found  the  knife  had  perforated  the  artery,  and  there- 
fore applied  a ligature  above  and  below  the  vessel ; on  the 
fourteenth  day,  they  separated,  about  nine  in  the  morning,  I 
l)elieve ; about  twelve  he  began  to  wash  and  clean  himself, 
and  soon  after  a jet  of  blood  took  place.  1 was  sent  for,  ap- 
plied other  ligatures,  and  he  was  obliged  to  keep  his  bed  nearly 
as  long  as  before,  though  1 think  the  ligatures  separated  a day 
or  two  sooner.  When  they  separate,  therefore,  be  on  your 
guard,  and  let  the  patient  remain  quiet  two  or  three  days 
afterwards. 

The  operation  which  has  been  shown  to  you,  gentlemen,  for 
popliteal  aneurism,  is  the  one  used  for  aneurisms  of  the  ante- 
rior and  posterior  tibial  arteries,  situated  at  the  upper  part. 
I saw  Mr.  Lucas,  the  father  of  IMr.  Lucas,  the  late  surgeon  at 
Guy’s,  pel  form  that  operation  for  aneurism  of  the  anterior 
tibial  artery.  But  this  operation  is  not  to  be  performed  when 
the  aneurism  in  these  arteries  is  near  the  foot ; I have  not 
seen  an  aneurism  of  the  posterior  tibial  behind  the  inner 
malleolus,  but  I have  of  the  anterior  tibial  on  the  front  of  the 
foot.  I saw  Mr.  H.  Cline,  in  an  aneurism  of  the  anterior 
tibial,  cut  down  on  the  tumour,  and  apply  a ligature  just 
above  it,  but  it  did  not  succeed.  In  these  aneurisms,  you 
must  make  an  incision  on  the  sac,  and  apply  a ligature  both 
above  and  below  it. 


LECTURE  XXII. 


On  the  Tying  of  Auteries. 

We  are,  this  evenintr,  gentlemen,  to  consider  the  subject  of 
the  taking  up  of  the  arteries  in  the  different  parts  of  the  body, 
for  aneurism. 

The  Application  of  a Ligature  on  the  External 
Iliac  Artery. 

It  is  not  at  all  an  uncommon  occurrence  to  meet  with  an 
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aneurisrn  of  the  femoral  artery  just  below  Poupart’s  ligament, 
of  which  here  is  a si)ecimen  (pointing  to  one  on  the  tabie), 
exactly  similar  to  the  aneurisms  which  occur  in  the  ham. 
Now,  with  respect  to  recurring  to  the  operation  in  this  com- 
plaint, I have  performed  it  in  nine  differerent  instances  for 
aneurism  of  the  femoral  artery : one  of  those  persons  was  a 
surgeon,  who  has  since  mariied,  and  is  extremely  well.  The 
mode  in  which  the  operation  is  performed  is  as  follows;  — 
[There  was  a subject  on  the  table  during  the  whole  of  the  lec- 
ture, on  which  the  learned  professor  show’cd  each  operation.] 

I do  not  make  a straight  incision  in  the  course  of  the  artery, 
but  one  of  a semilunar  form.  I begin  the  incision  a little 
above  the  abdominal  ring,  and  extend  it,  in  the  shape  of  a 
crescent  to  the  edge  of  Poupart’s  ligament,  and  then  continue 
it  to  about  an  inch  and  a half  from  the  inner  side  of  the  spine 
of  the  ilium,  where  it  terminates.  By  this  incision  1 lay  bare 
the  tendon  of  the  external  oblique  muscle ; in  the  second  I 
divide  this  tendon,  and  expose  the  internal  oblique  and  trans- 
versalis  muscles.  Having  arrived  at  this  step  of  the  operation, 
there  will  be  no  occasion  to  make  any  further  use  of  the 
knife.  The  next  step  wdll  be  to  raise  the  internal  oblique  and 
transversalis  muscles  from  Poupart’s  ligament,  by  introducing 
the  finger  behind  them.  Well,  having  done  this,  you  reach 
tlie  p.assage  of  the  spermatic  cord,  and  you  feel  it  distinctly; 
and  then  behind  this  the  pulsation  of  the  iliac  vessel.  You 
now  draw  up  the  internal  oblique  and  transversalis  muscles 
with  the  finger,  at  the  same  time  elevating  the  spermatic  cord 
a little,  and  then  carry  the  finger  into  the  abdomen,  behind 
the  peritoneum,  and  you  ascertain  the  beating  of  the  iliac 
artery.  Having  found  the  artery,  I put  the  aneurismal  needle 
into  the  opening,  and  introduce  it  under  the  vessel.  You  will 
recollect  that  the  artery  is  accompanied  by  a vein,  and  that 
the  vein  is  on  the  inner  side  ; the  artery  on  the  iliac,  the  vein 
oti  the  pubic  side  ; the  operation  may  be  performed  without 
the  least  ditBculty,  and  is  as  easy  as  tying  the  femoral  arteiy ; 
there  is  only  one  circumstance  that  occasions  the  least  danger ; 
and  that  is  the  epigastric  artery  passing  up  from  the  pubic  side 
of  the  iliac  vessel,  and  on  the  inner  side  of  the  incision  ; but 
this,  however,  may  be  avoided.  I w'ill  clean  the  artery  a little 
from  the  .surrounding  parts,  and  take  it  up  ; it  is  very  desir- 
able to  ascertain  that  the  vein  is  not  secured,  becau.se  the  in- 
terruption to  the  return  of  blood  would  be  very  injurious  ; if 
the  artery  should  be  exposed  as  much  as  it  is  on  the  subject 
before  me  (an  inch  and  a half),  two  ligatures  must  be  em- 
ployed, but  if  a small  portion  only  of  the  vessel  is  laid  bare, 
a single  ligature  will  be  all  that  is  required.  When  you  use 
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two  li-a  ures,  yon  will  sejiarate  them  from  each  other,  draw- 
ing one  upw'ard,  and  the  otlier  downward,  and  leaving  about 
three-quarters  of  an  inch  of  the  vessel  exposed  at  the  extre- 
mity of  each  ligature  : for  if  this  be  not  done,  on  dividing  the 
artery,  there  will  be  danger  of  the  ligature  slipping  off;  the 
instruineut  with  which  tlie  artery  is  usually  divided  is  the 
probe-pointed  bistoury ; when  it  is  done,  retraction  of  the 
vessel  immediately  takes  place  ; there  will  be  no  danger  of 
including  the  nerve  in  the  ligature,  as  the  anterior  crural  does 
not  accompany  it : the  vein  and  artery  are  included  in  the 
sheath,  and  the  nerve  is  on  the  outer  side.  Now  the  edges  of 
the  wound  are  to  be  brought  together,  strips  of  adhesive 
plaster  are  to  be  applied,  and  the  ligatures  are  to  be  allowed 
to  come  away  by  suppuration  and  ulceration. 

Here  is  a curious  specimen  (exhibiting  a preparation)  show- 
ing the  mode  in  which  the  circulation  is  carried  on  after  the 
external  iliac  has  been  tied  ; the  limb  has  been  injected,  and 
the  anastomosing  vessels  are  distinct;  you  also  see  the  jjartof 
the  iliac  artery  where  it  was  tied.  If,  then,  you  were  asked 
what  carries  on  the  circulation  after  the  external  iliac  has 
been  tied,  your  answer  would  be — the  gluteal  principally  ; 
this  passes  out  through  the  ischiatic  notch,  comes  over  the 
ilium  to  the  groin,  and  enters  the  femoral  artery,  a little 
below  Poupart’s  ligament ; the  second  artery  is  the  ischiatic ; 
it  arises  from  the  termination  of  the  internal  iliac,  passes  out  ' 
of  the  pelvis  between  the  trochanter  major  and  tuberosity  of 
the  ischium  to  the  back  of  the  thigh,  and  sends  a few  branches 
to  the  arteria  profunda  and  external  circumflex  arteries  ; the 
third  artery  is  the  obturator,  it  passes  out  through  the  obtu- 
rator foramen,  and  joins  the  internal  circumflex  artery;  also 
the  external  pubic  communicates  freely  with  the  internal 
pubic;  therefore,  if  asked  by  what  vessels  the  circulation  is  car- 
ried on  after  the  external  iliac  has  been  tied,  you  would  say, 
principally  by  the  glutaeal. 

On  fiECUiiiNG  THE  Internal  Iliac  Artery. 

An  operation  of  extraordinary  difliculty ; it  has  been  per- 
formed by  Mr.  Stevenson,  of  the  West  Indies,  and  since  by 
two  other  individuals,  one  of  whom  was  Mr.  Atkinson,  of 
Vork,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  internal  iliac  artery. 
None  but  a man  endowed  with  the  knowledge  which  Mr. 
Stevenson  possessed  would  have  dared  to  undertake  such  an 
operation  ; but  Mr.  Stevenson  was  educated  by  Air.  Hums,  of 
Glasgow,  an  enterprising  man,  and  a most  excellent  anato- 
mist. He  was  brought  up  in  his  dissecting-room,  and  this 
it  was  that  led  Mr.  Stevenson  to  the  idea  ol^  doing  it.  The 
operation  consists  of  making  an  incision  on  the  inner  side  of 
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the  spine  of  the  ilium,  by  which  you  cut  through  tlie  abdominal 
muscles,  and  reach  tlie  peritoneum,  which  you  turn  to  the  op- 
posite side,  ill  order  that  the  artery  may  be  reached.  Now,  iti 
this  operation  there  is  considerable  difficulty  in  separating  the 
ureter  from  the  artery,  because  it  crosses  just  at  the  bifurca- 
tion of  the  iliac  artery,  and  if  a man  had  not  been  well 
acquainted  with  the  anatomy  of  the  part,  as  Mr.  Stevenson 
was,  he  might  include  the  ureter  in  the  ligature,  and  thus 
cause  destruction  of  life.  I put  the  ligature  rouiul  the  artery 
(the  learned  professor  continued  showing  the  operation  on  the 
dead  body),  that  yon  may  see  it  is  the  internal  iliac  which 
I have  secured  ; 1 would  not,  however,  have  ventured  to 
perform  this  operation,  if  it  had  not  been  performed  by 
another ; I should  have  doubted  my  own  powers  and  skill. 
It  is  an  operation  highly  creditable  to  any  one  who  performs 
it,  but  jiarticularly  to  him  who  first  attempted  it.  In  what 
case  then,  would  a surgeon  be  railed  on  to  perform  this  ope- 
ration ? Why,  Tor  an  aneurism  of  the  gluta'al  artery,  just  at 
its  commencement,  so  that  it  cannot  be  reached  under  the 
glutacal  muscle ; the  operation  must  be  performed  in  the 
manner  1 have  just  shown  you. 

'J’ying  the  Aorta. 

I was  sent  for  one  day  to  go  to  the  other  hospital  to  see 
a man  with  violent  bleeding  from  just  above  the  groin,  in 
consequence  of  a rupture  of  the  external  iliac  vessel  high 
up  ; the  mail  had  long  been  a patient  there ; the  integu- 
ments had  sloughed,  and  the  patient  was  exceedingly  re- 
duced from  loss  of  blood.  Under  these  circumstances,  I 
thought  myself  justifed  in  performing  the  operation  of  tying 
the  aorta  ; for  this  step  1 have  been  greatly  abused,  but  abuse, 
gentlemen,  does  no  injury  ; it  shows  a malicious  and  bad  dis- 
position on  the  ))art  of  those  from  whom  it  proceeds,  and  on 
a man  possessing  the  mens  conscia  recti  it  will  have  no  effect, 
unless  he  be  destitute  of  common  sense.  1 was  situated  as  1 
have  just  described  wdieii  I tied  the  aorta ; I knew  that  ihe 
aorta  had  been  obliterated  within  the  chest,  and  that  the  cir- 
culation had  been  carried  on  by  the  intercostal  arteries  going 
from  above  to  just  below  the  spot  where  the  aorta  was  oblite- 
rated : the  insides  of  the  ribs  are  covered  with  'lumerous  ves- 
sels. A gentleman  of  Dublin  had  a preparation,  in  which  the 
aorta  had  been  obliterated  in  the  abdomen  ; and  in  this  case 
the  circulation  was  carried  on  by  the  lumbar  arteries  going 
from  above  to  below  the  part  where  the  vessel  was  obliterated  ; 

I had  not  the  least  doubt  but  that  if  the  aorta  was  obliterated, 
anastomosing  vessels  would  carry  on  the  circulation,  on  the 
same  principle  as  in  any  other  part  of  the  body  j the  greatest 
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dantjer  is  not  from  gangrene  when  the  ligature  is  applied  on 
the  aorta,  nor  is  any  thing  tube  apprehended  as  far  as  regards 
the  carrying  on  of  the  circulation,  but  the  danger  consists  in 
including  the  nerves,  as  I will  presently  show  you. 

Here  is  a specimen  of  a dog  (pointing  to  one  on  the  table), 
in  which  the  aorta  has  been  tied,  and  the  circulation  was  car- 
ried on  by  the  lumbar  arteries  ; it  is  a very  easy  operation  on 
the  dog,  and  any  one  may  perform  it.  I will  tell  you  how  you 
should  do  it ; you  must  make  an  incision  on  the  side  of  the 
transverse  processes  of  the  lumbar  vertebrae,  cut  through  the 
muscles  and  peritoneum,  and  then  you  may  easily  carry  the 
aneurismal  needle  under  the  vessel,  and  bring  it  out  of  the 
wound,  in  order  that  you  may  see  that  you  have  not  included 
the  aortic  plexus  : if  this  be  secured  in  the  ligature,  a paralytic 
att'ectiou  of  the  lower  extremities  will  be  produced  : now  I 
wish  particularly  to  state  this,  as  I believe  it  to  be  entirely 
new,  and  that  nothing  new  has  been  said  on  this  subject  in 
books.  In  the  two  first  animals  on  which  I performed  this 
operation,  I thought  the  paralysis  was  owing  to  the  interi'up- 
tion  of  the  circulation,  but  on  repeating  the  experiment,  I. 
found  it  was  produced  by  including  the  aortic  plexu.s.  If  the 
am ta  he  well  cleaned,  and  a ligature  applied,  and  the  vessel 
be  returned  to  the  abdomen,  the  dog  runs  about  as  if  nothing 
had  been  done  to  it ; and  in  five  minutes  after,  it  will  eat 
bread  out  of  your  hands,  if  it  has  been  previously  accustomed  to 
it.  The  operation,  I repeat,  is  exceedingly  easy,  and  a boy  may 
perform  it.  Well,  after  you  have  done  this,  wait  a short  time, 
kill  the  animal,  and  inject  the  arterie.s,  you  will  find  that  the 
lumbar  vessels  on  the  inner  side  of  the  abdomen,  and  fore 
part  of  the  spine,  had  carried  on  the  circulation.  The  reason 
of  the  paralysis  in  the  case  I have  just  alluded  to  was,  that  the 
aortic  plexus  was  included,  and  the  result  was  the  destruction 
of  life.  Unfortunately,  however,  in  the  human  subject  you 
cannot  make  your  incision  near  the  spine,  but  must  do  it  on 
the  fore  j)art  of  the  abdomen  to  get  at  the  aorta.  If  a case 
were  to  offer  itself,  similar  to  that  I have  told  you  of,  I would 
immediately  perform  the  operation  again  ; and  my  own  con- 
viction is,  that  it  can  be  done,  and  with  success.  At  the  time 
I tied  the  aorta,  the  patient  appeared  dying  ; after  the  opera- 
tion had  been  performed,  I was  pleased  in  a remarkable  man- 
ner to  see  him  in  the  evening  sitting  up  in  bed  adjusting  his 
clothes  ; if  the  vessel  had  not  been  secured  when  it  was,  he 
would  not  have  lived  an  hour.  On  the  following  morning, 
signs  of  constitutional  irritation  came  on,  in  the  evening  he 
became  much  worse,  and  in  forty  hours  fiom  the  time  of  the 
operation  he  died.  Here  is  the  specimen,  (the  learned  pro- 
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fessor  exhibited  the  aorta,  which  lie  tied,)  in  wliieli  you  see  A 
coaguluin  above  and  below  the  spot  where  the  ligature  was  aji- 
plied,  sealing  the  extremities  of  the  artery.  Now,  gentlemen, 
if  I should  iierform  this  operation  again,  the  only  difrercnce 
that  I would  make,  would  be  to  cut  the  ligature  close  to  the 
vessel,  where  it  should  take  its  chance,  either  to  become  en- 
cysted or  absorbed.  I commenced  the  incision  in  (his  opera- 
tion in  the  linea  alba,  two  inches  above  the  umbilicus,  and 
carried  it  to  the  same  distance  below,  taking  care,  in  my  de- 
scent, to  avoid  the  umbilicus,  by  giving  it  a semilunar  turn  or 
curve.  I was  astonished  to  find  with  what  ease  I could  pass 
my  linger  down  to  the  artery.  However  great  the  apparent 
difliculty  of  performing  this  operation,  there  was  in  reality 
none.  The  principal  danger  appeared  to  arise  from  the  irrita- 
tion produced  in  the  intestines  by  the  ligature,  and  that  is 
the  reason  why  1 should  cut  the  ligature  close  to  the  vessel. 
Time  will  show  us  whether  this  ojieration  will  be  successful  or 
not.  1 know,  for  my  own  part,  that  1 would  not  hesitate  to 
have  my  own  aorta  tied,  if  it  would  save  my  life  for  only  forty 
liours.  * 

Tying  the  Subclwian  Arteky. 

'I'he  middle  of  your  incision  should  be  opposite  to  the  exter- 
nal jugular  vein,  and  centre  of  the  clavicle.  Speaking  ana- 
tomically, the  view  of  the  parts  exposed  in  this  operation  may 
be  thus  described  (Sir  Astley  exhibited  them) : here  you  see 
the  omo-hyoideus  muscle  crossing  obliquely  above  the  clavicle, 
below  the  sterno-cleido-mastoideus  upon  the  inner  side,  and  the 
jugular  vein  passing  immediately  opposite  to  the  centre  of  the 
opening.  Mr.  Key  informs  me  that  in  the  operation  which  he 
performed  at  the  other  hospital  for  securing  this  vessel,  that 
it  was  much  facilitated  by  a free  division  of  the  clavicular  por- 
tion of  the  sterno-cleido-mastoideus,  and  that  after  having 
done  so,  he  was  enabled,  with  a common  aneurismal  needle, 
to  introduce  the  ligature  under  the  vessel.  Soon  after  com- 
mencing this  operation,  you  meet  with  branches  of  nerves 
from  the  axillary  plexus— you  must  carefully  avoid  including 
these  in  the  ligature;  for  it  would  be  a fatal  error  if  you  were 
to  tie  them.  'I'he  scalenus  anticus  being  the  boundary  of  the 
artery  on  the  inner  side,  you  cut  down  for  the  purpose  of  find- 
ing its  inner  edge  ; this  you  will  find  a useful  guide. 

1 have  lately  heard  a person  say,  but  do  not  know  upon 
what  authority,  that  the  operation  for  tying  the  subclavian 
artery  has  been  successful,  but  upon  one  side  only.  'I'he  first 
person  who  succeeded  in  this  operation,  was  Dr.  Post,  of  Phi 
ladelphia  ; he  is  no  post  (a  laugh)  though  his  name  is  Post, 
but  an  exceedingly  clever,  industrious  surgeon.  Since  this 
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gcutleiuau,  several  others  have  performed  it,  aud  the  results 
favourable — a geiitlemau  of  the  name  of  Liston,  of  Edin- 
burgh, is  one — Mr.  Bullen,  of  Lynu,  in  Norfolk,  another — and 
vou  have  lately  seen  a very  successful  one  in  the  other  hospital. 

:Mr.  Keate,’sen.,  the  uncle  of  the  present  Mr.  Robert  Keate, 
performed  the  operation  below  the  clavicle,  and  the  first  time 
he  did  so  it  was  completely  successful ; there  may  happen 
cases  of  axillary  aneurism  when  the  operation  below  the  cla- 
vicle would  be  the  best  and  safest,  but  unquestionably  in  ordi- 
nary instances  that  which  I first  described,  viz.  the  one  above 
the  clavicle,  is  by  far  the  most  preferable.  If,  gentlemen,  you 
were  asked  what  artery  chiefly  supported  the  circulation  after 
the  subclavian  had  been  tied,  your  answer  would  be  the  su- 
perior scapula.  The  late  Mr.  Taunton,  lecturer  oh  anatomy, 
had  in  his  possession  au  excellent  specimen  of  natural  oblite- 
ration of  the  subclavian  artery,  aud  in  this  example  the  supe- 
rior scapula  had  become  very  much  enlarged. 

Tying  the  Brachial  Artery. 

Tills  artery  very  seldom  requires  to  be  secured  in  conse- 
quence of  aneurism  ; but  it  is  often  rendered  necessary  from 
other  causes,  such  as  wounds,  and  some  of  these  wounds  in- 
deed, as  in  bleeding,  give  rise  to  aneurism.  When  an  aneu- 
rismal  tumour  at  the  bend  of  the  arm  has  been  thus  formed, 
let  me  recoinmend  you  not  to  cut  down  upon  it  in  order  to 
secure  the  vessel ; vather  tie  the  brachial  artery  at  the  middle 
of  the  arm,  aud  not  make  an  incision-upon  the  swelling  at  the 
middle  of  the  elbow.  To  put  a ligature  upon  the  vessel  here, 
amidst  a mass  of  extravasated  blood,  is  tedious,  difficult,  and 
dangerous.  A young  gentleman  in  the  hospital  bled  a man, 
and  in  doing  so  penetrated  the  radial  artery ; thirty-seven 
ounces  of  blood  were  lost  before  he  could  succeed  in  stopping 
it ; in  three  days  the  pressure  caused  so  much  pain  that  the 
man  requested  it  to  be  lightened ; this  was  done,  and  the 
bleeding  returned  ; at  the  end  of  the  week  one  of  the  surgeons 
deemed  it  prudent  to  secure  the  vessel,  and  he  did  so  at  the 
part  where  the  wound  had  been  made  ; the  operation  look  an 
hour  in  performing,  aud  it  was  excessively  difficult  to  find  the 
vessel.  On  the  following  day  there  were  much  irritation  and 
I inflammation,  and  on  the  tenth  day  from  the  accident  he  died, 
j When  I was  with  Mr.  Cline,  about  forty  years  ago,  one  of  my 
1 fellow-apprentices  came  up  to  me  in  a great  fright,  and  said, 
‘ “ Lord'.  Cooper,  what  do  you  think  1 have  done?”  “ Some- 
. thing  very  bad,  surely,”  replied  I,  “ or  you  would  not  look  so 
I pale.”— “ Wliy,  1 have  just  been  bleeding  a man,  and  in  doing 
so  have  punctured  his  radial  artery.”  “ Well,”  I said,  “is  he 
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in  the  liospital  ?” — “ Oh,  no,  I have  taken  care  of  tliat,  I 
hound  up  his  arm  as  tightly  as  1 could,  and  sent  him  away.” 
In  two  or  three  days  this  man  came  back,  and  showed  his  arm 
to  the  surgeon,  who,  very  properly,  upon  seeing  what  was  the 
matter,  made  light  of  it,  told  him  that  a trifling  operation 
must  be  performed,  and  in  a few  days  he  would  be  quite  well. 
The  man,  upon  hearing  that  he  was  to  be  again  cut,  would  not 
consent,  and  left  the  hospital.  As  he  was  walking  up  Holborn, 
he  happened  to  see  the  shop  of  a barber-sujgeon,  and  in  he 
went ; this  learned  gentleman,  after  having  inspected  the  tu- 
mour, said  that  he  would  soon  give  him  relief  by  letting  out 
the  matter  with  his  lancet ; well,  he  thrust  in  the  instrument, 
and  the  moment  he  did  so,  out  gushed  a quantity  of  arterial 
blood;  this  so  frightened  the  barber,  that  he  rushed  out  of  his 
shop, ’and  left  the  poor  patient  to  manage  for  himself;  for- 
tunately some  person  happened  to  be  in  the  way,  who  bound 
up  his  arm,  and  brought  him  to  the  hospital ; one  of  the  sur- 
geons put  a ligature  on  the  artery,  and  the  man  ultimately 
did  well. 

In  tying  the  brachial  artery,  there  is  only  one  circumstance 
of  any  importance  to  bear  in  mind,  and  it  is  this  : the  vessel 
is  accompanied  by  the  median  nerve  ; now,  if  you  should  in- 
clude this  in  the  ligature,  it  would  either  destroy  the  patient’s 
life  or  cause  paralysis  of  the  limb.  When  you  are  about  to  ■ 
secure  the  brachial  artery,  the  direction  for  the  incision  is  the  ■ 
inner  edge  of  the  biceps  muscle,  and  this  cut  almost  imme- 
diately lays  bare  the  median  nerve. 

Tyinc.  the  Ulnar  Artery. 

When  this  artery  is  required  to  be  secured,  what  is  the  ana-  • 
tomical  direction  for  the  incision  ? Why  the  tendon  of  the 
flexor  cardi  ulnaris  : if  you  make  your  cut  upon  the  inner  side; 
of  this  tendon,  you  will  directly  perceive  the  ulnar  artery  and. 
ulnar  nerve.  This  then  is  the  part  where  the  vessel  may  be. 
most  easily  and  safely  tied. 

Tying  the  Radial  Artery. 

What  is  the  anatomical  direction  here  ?— the  answer  is,  the: 
tendon  of  the  flexor  carpiradialis — cut  upon  the  radial  side  of 
the  tendon,  and  you  will  immediately  find  the  artery  close  to 
its  edge.  Instead  of  putting  ligatures  upon  these  vessels  at 
the  wrist  for  aneurism,  or  wounds  of  the  palmar  arch,  it  has: 
been  recommended  to  employ  pressure,  by  means  of  cork- 
folded  in  lint,  and  bound  down  by  a bandage.  This  practice, 
when  used,  leads  to  great  inflammation  and  irritation  and  I 
would  advise  you  against  using  pressure  generally,  and  more: 
especially  as  regards  the  ulnar  and  radial  arteries,  as  they  cam. 
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be  so  easily  tied  if  you  possess  the  least  anatomical  know- 
ledge; and  if  you  do  not  know  anatomy  you  had  better  never 
touch  the  body  at  all. 

Tying  the  Carotid  Artery. 

When  this  vessel  is  to  he  secured,  it  is  desirable  to  make  the 
incision  as  high  as  you  can  ; the  upper  boundary,  therefore, 
will  be  the  angle  of  the  jaw,  and  below  the  omo-hyoideus  : 
make  your  incision  first,  then  high  up,  on  the  inner  side  of  the 
sterno  cleido-mastoideus  ; upon  drawing  aside  the  edge  of 
which  you  will  distinctly  see  the  omo-hyoideus  obliquely 
crossing  the  artery.  (Sir  Astley  here  exhibited  it  in  the  dead 
body.)  I have  laid  bare  the  carotid,  and  will  now  show  you 
what  you  must  principally  take  care  to  avoid  in  this  operation, 
viz.,  the  par-vagum,  which  accompanies  the  artery  ; if  yon 
were  to  tie  this  nerve  you  would  endanger  life  ; well  then, 
when  you  are  about  to  pass  the  ligature  round  the  vessel,  if 
you  raise  it  a little,  you  can  readily  discover  whether  the  nerve 
be  in  contact  with  it,  and  thus  guard  against  an  accident 
which  might  lead  to  a fatal  result. 

I will  now  conclude  the  lecture  by  saying  a few  word.s  on 
aneurisms  from  arteries  of  the  scalp.  The  first  case  of  this 
kind  that  I saw  was  sent  to  me  by  Mr.  Toulmin,  of  Hackney  ; 
in  this  iustance  I tied  the  artery  proceeding  to,  and  from,  the 
tumour.  If  the  aneurisinal  bag  be  not  very  large,  you  may  cut 
immediately  across  it ; apply  a piece  of  doubled  lint,  then  ad- 
hesive plaster,  and  over  the  whole  a roller.  If  the  swelling  is 
small,  that  is  not  larger  than  a walnut,  adopt  another  mode, 
which  is  to  make  a circular  incision  completely  down  to  the 
occiplto-fronialis  tendon.  In  this  manner  the  connexion  be- 
tween the  blood-vessels  and  the  aneurism  is  destroyed  ; and, 
by  applying  a dossil  of  lint  and  strips  of  adhesive  plaster,  you 
speedily  succeed  in  getting  rid  of  the  disease.  I saw  a case  of 
aneurism  of  the  posteiior  aural  artery,  and  for  its  cure,  tied 
all  the  vessels  which  were  leading  to  and  from  it.  1 should 
have  done  better,  by  making,  the  circular  incision  that  I have 
just  described  round  the  tumour. 


LECTURE  XXIII. 


On  Hydrocele. 

Hydrocele  i.s  an  accumulation  of  water  in  the  tunica  vagi- 
nalis testis ; the  anatomy,  therefore,  of  those  ijersons  who  say 
that  the  Iluid  is  contained  between  the  tunica  albuginea  and 
the  tunica  vaginalis  is  exceedingly  faulty.  Such  a description 
is  entirely  false  ; and  I searcelv  need  tell  you,  gentlemen,  that 
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the  water  is  completely  enclosed  in  the  cavity  of  tlie  tunica 
vaginalis.  If  the  qncsti'on  were  put  to  you,  where  is  the  water 
situated  in  hydrocele?  tlie  answer  would  be  what  I have  just 
stated  ; and  if  you  gave  any  other,  it  would  be  directly  per- 
ceived that  your  knowledge  of  the  anatomy  of  the  part  was 
but  imperfect.  The  situation  of  the  water  in  hydrocele  is  pre- 
cisely similar  to  water  in  the  pericardium  ; and  what  should 
we  sav  of  the  man  who  would  assert  that  this  water  was  con- 
tained between  the  pericardium  and  heart  ? Why,  gentlemen, 
we  should  feel  assured  that  he  was  entirely  ignorant  of  the 
matter,  for  water  in  the  pericardium  is  situated  distinctly 
within  it : and  so  is  water  in  hydrocele  completely  within  the 
tunica  vaginalis. 

Hydrocele  is  a generic  term,  and  a multitude  of  tumours 
have  received  this  appellation.  It  is  now,  however,  usually 
condned  to  two  ; 1 should,  therefore,  say  that  hydrocele  is  of 
two  kinds,  viz.,  1st,  of  the  tunica  vaginalis ; and,  2d,  of  the 
spermatic  cord. 

I-Iydkocele  of  the  Tunica  Vaginalks. 

Well,  then,  of  hydrocele  in  the  tunica  vaginalis.  The  swell- 
ing at  first  shows  itself  at  the  lower  part  of  the  testicle,  and 
gradually  rises  till  it  arrives  at  the  abdominal  ring ; is  of  a 
pyriform  shape;  largest  two-thirds  of  the  way  downwards;  a 
little  less  at  the  bottom  ; and  smallest  at  the  ring.  The  com- 
mon formation  of  hydrocele  is  unattended  with  pain,  except- 
ing, however,  in  those  cases  where  it  has  been  the  result  of 
inflammation  ; but,  generally  speaking,  there  is  no  pain,  and 
the  patient  accidentally  discovers  the  existence  of  the  swelling, 
and  often  not  until  it  has  arrived  at  considerable  magnitude. 
Commonly  there  is  no  redness  of  the  scrotum— no  discolo- 
ration. 

The  ordinary  situation  of  the  testicle  in  hydrocele  is  two- 
thirds  of  the  way  down  the  tumour,  at  the  posterior  part. 
Here,  I say,  is  its  usual  situation  ; but  in  this  respect  it  some- 
times varies,  as  I shall  presently  show  you.  In  performing 
the  operation  for  hydrocele,  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance 
that  you  should  have  an  exact  knowledge  of  the  situation  of 
the  te.stiele,  for  ignorance  in  this  respect  has  often  led  to  its 
being  pierced  by  the  trocar.  You  can  easily  discover  the  po- 
sition of  the  testicle  by  a careful  examination  of  the  swelling, 
and  by  squeezing  it  with  some  degree  of  force  at  every  parr. 
When  you  press  upon  the  testicle,  you  will  find  that  p;u‘t  of 
the  tumour  more  firm  ; the  patient  will  manifest  much  un- 
easiness, and  complain  that  you  give  him  a good  deal  of  pain  : 
in  this  manner,  then,  , you  can  readily  discover  where  it  is 
situated.  The  vveight  of  the  tumour  is  but  little  (this  of 
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course  means  comparatively)  ; when  you  lift  it  you  will  be 
astonished  at  its  lightuess,  which  will  at  once  convince  you 
that  it  is  not  a solid  substance.  The  next  thing  you  notice  is, 
if  the  part  be  not  very  much  distended,  that  the  swelling  will 
be  movcal)le,  i.  e.,  if  you  firmly  grasp  it  at  its  base  the  fluid 
will  ascend,  and  (he  tumour  increase  at  its  upper  part ; there- 
fore, its  lightness,  mobility,  form,  freeness  from  pain,  and  the 
history  of  the  case,  constitute  its  distinguishing  characters 
from  other  diseases.  But  there  are  two  other  marks  by  which 
the  disease  may  be  known,  one  of  them  decisive  and  the 
otiier  nearly  so  : these  are,  first,  its  sense  of  fluctuation  ; and, 
second,  its  transparency.  1 have  just  told  you,  that  if  yon 
press  upon  the  lower  part  of  the  swelling,  it  would  decrease 
there  and  increase  at  the  upper  part ; fluctuation  at  this  time 
becomes  evident  to  those  who  are  accustomed  to  such  ex- 
aminations. Its  transparency,  or  rather  its  semi- transparency, 
may  be  discovered  in  the  manner  I shall  presently  explain  to 
you.  This  characteristic  feature  has  been  denied;  I have  cer- 
tainly seen  the  tunica  vaginalis  so  much  thickened  in  very  old 
cases  of  hydrocele,  and  in  persons  who  had  long  resided  in  hot 
climates,  that  the  examination  required  nicety  and  caution  ; 
but  still  a little  art,  as  I shall  presently  explain  to  you,  will 
enable  the  surgeon  to  form  a correct  diagnosis. 

Well,  then,  such  are  the  common  marks  by  which  you  dis- 
tinguish hydrocele  ; but  there  are  other  varieties,  and  these  I 
will  mention  to  you  : first,  the  water  of  hydrocele  sometimes 
forms  iwo  swellings.  I have  before  told  you  that  the  shape  of 
the  tumour  is  usually  pyriform,  and  that  the  water  sradually 
rises  till  it  arrives  at  the  abdominal  ring;  now,  in  this  variety 
of  two  swellings,  a portion  of  the  water  collects  above  the 
ring,  giving  rise  to  a tumour  there  ; thus  a swelling  is  formed 
above  aad  below,  the  narrowest  part  being  at  the  ring.  A 
surgeon  unacquainted  with  this  circumstance,  upon  looking 
at  such  a case  would  say,  “ Oh  ! this  is  not  hydrocele,  but 
hernia,”  and  he  would  he  strengthened  in  that  oirinion  by 
seeing  the  upper  jrart  dilate  upon  coughing,  in  consequence  of 
the  impulse  that  it  would  receive  from  the  contraction  of  the 
abdominal  muscles.  Its  transparency  and  lightness,  however, 
would  readily  enable  him  to  distinguish  this  complaint  from 
hernia.  W'hy,  this  very  day,  a gentleman  came  to  me  under 
the  following  circumstances  : when  he  came  into  my  room,  he 
informed  me  that  he  had  been  twice  tapped,  and  that  he  did 
not  think  the  o|)erations  had  been  well  performed  : I looked 
at  the  swelling,  and  found  that  it  extended  to  the  abdominal 
ring;  1 e.xamined  the  part  very  carefully,  and  requested  him 
to  cough  ; the  moment  he  did  so,  the  swelling  was  evidently 
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forced  down  ; well,  said  I,  tliis  may  be  hydrocele,  but  I shall 
not  tap  you  ; I requested  a candle  to  be  brought;  no  transpa- 
rency was  observable  ; I desired  him  to  lie  down  upon  the 
chairs,  when  I found  it  to  be  hernia,  and  reduced  it.  This, 
then,  shows  how  cautious  we  ought  to  be  in  such  cases,  before 
we  introduce  the  trocar,  for  I might  have  been  misled  by  the 
history  of  this  case,  and  proceeded  at  once  to  have  performed 
the  operation  of  tapping  : had  1 done  so,  in  all  probability,  the 
trocar  would  have  passed  into  this  gentleman’s  intestines.  It 
was  a hernia  which  had  succeeded  hydrocele. 

Another  variety  met  with,  is  that  in  which  a fluctuating 
swelling  will  remain,  after  a considerable  portion  of  water 
has  been  removed.  The  first  case  of  this  kind  that  I saw  was 
sent  to  me  by  Dr.  Chester,  and  Mr.  Roberts,  of  Gloucester. 
The  patient  had  been  under  the  care  of  those  gentlemen,  and 
had  been  ta()ped  for  hydrocele : a quantity  of  water  was 
drawn  off,  but  still  a swelling  remained.  He  was  sent  to 
town  for  me  to  see  him,  at  which  time  the  hydrocele  had 
become  nearly  as  large  as  before.  Upon  hearing  the  history 
of  this  case,  the  impression  upon  my  mind  was,  that  when 
the  operation  for  tapping  had  been  performed,  the  operator 
had  let  the  canula  slip  out  of  the  tunica  vaginalis,  which  cir- 
cumstance, I thought,  had  led  to  the  retention  of  a portion  of 
the  fluid.  Well,  believing  this,  I passed  in  the  trocar  and 
canula  myself ; some  water  came  away,  but  not  all  ; this 
struck  me  as  being  very  strange,  for  1 had  taken  great  care  to 
keep  the  end  of  the  canula  withiu  the  tunica  vaginalis.  I ex- 
amined the  remaining  swelling;  found  fluctuation;  then  tried 
it  with  a candle,  and  saw  that  it  was  transparent.  Well,  sir, 
I said,  this  is  water  now,  introduced  the  trocar  again,  a little 
way  from  where  1 did  at  first,  and  off  it  ran.  'fhe  fluid,  in  the 
second  instance,  had  nothing  of  the  yellow  appearance  of  that 
which  is  drawn  off  in  hydrocele,  but,  on  the  contrary,  was  as 
clear  as  water. 

I have  before  mentioned  to  you,  that  the  testicle  in  hydro- 
cele is  commonly  situated  at  the  back  part,  and  two-thirds  of 
the  vyay  downwards.  Here,  however,  there  is  great  variety, 
and  it  is  even  sometimes  found  in  front.  1 will  tell  you  how 
tins  happens.  ^ The  person  is  attacked  with  inflammation  in 
the  tunica  vaginalis,  before  any  collection  of  water  has  taken 
place;  adhesive  matter  is  thrown  out,  probably  at  the  fore 
part,  which  occasions  permanent  adhesion  between  the  middle 

testicle:  should  serum  be  secreted 
a tei  this,  of  course  it  would  be  lodged  at  the  sides  and  pos- 
eiior  part.  What  would  the  consequence  be,  if,  in  such  a 
case  as  this,  the  trocar  were  to  be  introduced  in  the  usual 
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situation  ? Why,  that  it  would  pass  into  the  testicle.  A gen- 
tleman of  great  importance  in  this  town  consulted  his  regi- 
mental surgeon  for  a swelling  in  the  scrotum  ; it  was  pro- 
nounced hydrocele.  The  operation  of  tapping  was  resolved 
upon  ; but  when  the  trocar  was  introduced,  it  passed  only  into 
a solid  substance,  and  no  water  came  away.  The  surgeon 
stared,  and  said,  “ Sir,  I am  a little  mistaken  in  this  case; 
you  have  a diseased  testicle  here,  instead  of  hydrocele,  as  1 at 
first  supposed,  and  it  is  necessary  that  the  diseased  part  should 
be  removed.”  But  the  gentleman,  being  a young  man,  did 
not  think  it  would  add  much  to  his  enjoyment  to  lose  a tes- 
ticle— {loud laughter.) — and  thought  that  it  required  some  he- 
sitation before  he  resolved  upon  such  a measure  ; conse- 
quently he  did  hesitate,  and  the  result  was,  that  he  consulted 
another  surgeon.  Upon  examination,  the  testicle  was  found 
at  the  fore  part  of  the  swelling,  and  the  fluid  at  the  sides  and 
bottom.  Whilst  taking  off  his  clothes,  some  copper-coloured 
eruptions  having  been  seen,  he  was  asked  if  there  was  any 
enlargement  of  the  bones  ; when  the  right  tibia  was  found 
considerably  swollen.  He  was  put  under  a course  of  mercury, 
for  these  secondary  symptoms,  which  soon  got  well.  The 
hydrocele  still  remained,  and  as  the  surgeon  who  first  saw 
this  case  was  right  in  his  first  opinion  as  to  its  nature,  he  was 
sent  for  to  repeat  the  operation  of  tapping.  He  now  intro- 
duced the  trocar  at  the  side  of  the  swelling,  instead  of  the 
fore  part  ; the  water  was  withdrawn,  and  the  patient  perfectly 
recovered.  This  case  shows  the  necessity  of  extreme  caution 
in  determining  the  situation  of  the  testicle  before  the  intro- 
duction of  the  trocar. 

The  testicle  is  sometimes  found  at  the  bottom  of  the  swell- 
ing. Now  (holding  up  a preparation),  here  is  a curious  thing. 
This  hydrocele,  you  observe,  was  situated  between  the  testicle 
and  abdominal  ring,  the  testicle  being  quite  at  the  inferior  ex- 
tremity of  the  tumour.  Adhesive  inflammation,  in  this  in- 
stance, had  completely  united  the  middle  to  the  outer  coat ; 
consequently,  the  descent  of  the  water  had  been  prevented. 

Here  is  another  preparation,  in  which  the  water  had  col- 
lected at  the  sides,  adhesion  having  taken  place  both  before 
atid  behind. 

Here  is  another  preparation,  in  which  it  appears  as  though 
the  hydrocelic  sac  had  arisen  from  the  tunica  vaginalis,  in  the 
same  manner  as  an  aneurismal  sac  is  occasionally  formed  from 
the  coats  of  an  artery. 

In  hydrocele,  it  sometimes  happens  that  the  fluid  is  formed 
in  a distinct  bag  or  cyst,  between  the  tunica  vaginalis  and 
tunica  albuginea ; this  complaint  is  usually  combined  with 
common  hydrocele. 
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There  are  great  varieties  with  regard  to  the  state  of  the 
tunica  vaginalis;  and  it  is  found  much  thicker  in  those  per- 
sons who  have  for  a long  time  resided  in  hot  climates,  such  as 
the  coast  of  Africa,  or  West  Indies,  tlian  in  such  a climate  as 
our  own.  When,  therefore,  you  find  a tumour  about  the  tes- 
ticle, apparently  solid,  but  of  little  weight,  you  are  to  be  very 
cautious  in  your  diagnosis;  you  are  somewhat  called  upon 
to  explore  the  swelling  with  a lancet ; that  is,  puncture  it 
lightly  where  tln-re  is  the  most  appearance  of  fluctuation  ; 
and  often  when  least  expected,  the  testicle  will  be  found  in  a 
healthy  state. 

After  the  water  has  been  discharged,  it  frequently  happens 
that  the  tunica  vaginalis,  in  consequence  of  its  extreme  thick- 
ness, will  remain  in  large  folds. 

The  tunica  vaginalis  has,  in  a few  instances,  been  found 
ossified.  Mr.  Warner,  formerly  surgeon  at  Guy’s,  met  with  an 
example  of  this.  There  is  a similar  preparation  in  the  museum 
at  the  other  hospital,  which  any  of  you  might  see  by  applying 
to  Mr.  Stocker.  Mr.  Beaver,  formerly  a student  here,  acci- 
dentally discovered  a case  of  it  in  our  dissecting-room. 

Then,  with  regard  to  the  contents  of  hydrocele,  it  is  usually 
yellow  serum.  But  sometimes  small  cartilaginous  bodies  are 
found  in  the  fluid  ; when  these  are  seen,  they  prove  that  the 
hydrocele  had  existed  for  a very  long  time,  and  are  always 
proof  of  its  age. 

There  is  another  variety  which  I ought  to  mention  here  ; 
it  has  been  called  the  congenital  hydrocele^  in  consequence  of 
a communication  having  from  birth  existed  between  the  tunica 
vaginalis  and  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  When  the  parts  are 
natural  and  perfect,  there  is  no  opening  leading  from  one  to 
the  other,  as  you  know;  but  occasionally  the  natural  closure 
does  not  take  place,  and  then  a fluid  may  descend  from  the 
abdomen,  and  collect  in  the  tunica  vaginalis.  In  this  manner, 
sometimes  from  ascites,  the  scrotum  will  become  greatly  dis- 
tended ; and  here,  in  such  cases,  is  the  best  situation  for  tap- 
ping. The  hydrocele  of  which  I am  now  speaking  may  be 
readily  discovered  from  any  other,  in  consequence  of  your 
being  enabled,  with  ease,  to  return  the  water  into  the  cavity 
of  the  abdomen  : this  you  can  effect  by  placing  the  person 
upon  his  back,  and  then  elevating  the  scrotum.  The  first 
case  of  this  variety  of  hydrocele  that  I saw  was  sent  to  me 
by  Mr.  Dobson,  of  Harrow.  The  patient  being  a very  young 
person,  1 was  apprehensive  of  peritoneal  Inflammation,  if  I 
injected ; it  occurred  to  me  that  I might  succeed  in  shutting 
np  the  communication  with  the  abdomen  by  means  of  a com- 
mon truss,  when  I might  afterwards  safely  tap  and  inject  for 
the  radical  cure.  A truss  was  accordingly  applied  over  the 
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ring,  and  ordered  to  be  worn  for  two  years  ; at  the  end  of 
oue  year  Mr.  Dobson  wrote  to  me  to  say  that  the  lad  was 
quite  cured.  Now  this  I did  not  expect.  What  had  hap- 
pened was  this  : the  pressure  of  the  truss  had  succeeded  in 
destroying  the  communication  between  the  tunica  vaginalis 
and  abdomen,  and  then  the  water  had  become  absorbed,  i 
advise  you,  should  you  ever  meet  with  such  a case,  to  pursue 
a similar  practice ; for,  as  you  see  in  this  case,  the  opening 
which  exists  may  be  closed,  and  if  the  person’s  health  be 
good,  the  water  may  be  absorbed,  thereby  rendering  an  ope- 
ration unnecessary.  The  result  of  that  case  gratified  me 
exceedingly. 

Diagnosis. — Now  then  as  to  the  best  mode  of  distinguishing 
hydrocele  : When  a patient  comes  to  you  with  a fluctuating 
swelling  in  the  scrotum,  in  which  the  testicle  is  enclosed,  yon 
order  a caudle  to  be  brought ; then  squeezing  the  tumour  at 
the  posterior  part,  you  distend  the  front  so  as  to  make  it 
tense  ; .apply  the  skin  of  the  little  finger,  and  that  covering 
its  metacarpal  boue  at  the  outer  side,  to  the  surface  of  the 
tumour,  and  then  cause  the  candle  to  be  held  as  close  as  pos- 
sible opposite  to  where  the  two  skins  meet.  In  this  way  you 
will  never  fail  to  discover  the  transparency  of  hydroceles 
which  are  formed  in  this  climate  ; and  it  is  only  the  clumsy, 
awkward  mode  in  which  the  exi)eriment  is  made,  that  occa- 
sions any  person  to  be  unsucce.ssful  in  it,  which,  if  conducted 
differently,  would  lead  to  a satisfactory  result.  I have  seen 
individuals,  however,  from  iSierra  Leone  and  the  West  Indies, 
in  whom  the  tunica  vaginalis  had  become  so  much  thickened 
as  to  render  the  hydrocele  perfectly  opaque. 

Diseased  testicle  may  be  easily  distinguished  from  hydro- 
cele by  its  weight  and  flatness,  and  the  pain  and  sickness 
which  it  occasions  ; and  often  by  the  discoloration  of  the  skin 
covering  it,  and  by  the  semi-transparency  and  lightness  of  one 
tumour  and  the  heaviness  of  the  other. 

There  is  one  disease  somewhat  difficult  to  distinguish  from 
hydrocele,  viz.,  hajmatocele  : this  is  a collection  of  blood  in 
the  tunica  vaginalis  testis,  and  produces  in  form  an  exactly 
.similar  tumour  to  hydrocele;  but  the  history  of  the  case  is 
quite  different,  and  your  best  guide.  If  you  ask  how  it  hap- 
pened t the  answer  is — “ Why  I was  riding,  when  the  horse, 
became  restive,  began  to  plunge,  and  threw  me  forward  on 
the  pommel  of  the  saddle  ; I soon  afterwards  discovered  this 
swelling.”  Then,  if  you  inquire  whether  there  were  any 
marks  or  bruises  in  the  skin  of  the  scrotum,  the  answer  will 
be,  “ Oh,  yes;  it  was  black  and  blue.”  Whenever  pu  find 
a swelling  thus  suddenly  formed  after  a blow,  having  the 
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figure  of  hydrocele,  you  may  be  certain  of  its  being  blood. 
But,  gentlemen,  guard  against  mistaking  this  complaint  for 
diseased  testicle.  I was  once  present  in  the  other  hospital 
when  a healthy  testicle  was  removed,  owing  to  this  error  ; 
and  some  years  since,  one  of  the  first  surgeons  in  this  town, 
after  having  removed  a tumour  from  the  scrotum  ; and  when 
the  gentlemen  were  leaving  the  theatre,  desired  them  to  wait 
a moment,  and  he  would  show  them  the  disease  of  the  testicle. 
However,  upon  cutting  the  part  open,  the  great  bulk  proved 
to  be  blood,  and  the  testicle  was  in  a perfectly  sound  state. 
Such  an  unfortunate  occurrence  as  this  a man  must  for  ever 
lament. 

The  cause  of  hydrocele  appears  to  depend  upon  increased 
secretion,  as  the  vessels  are  dilated,  though  there  is  generally 
no  inflammatory  action. 

Inflammation  of  the  testicle  will  give  rise  to  hydrocele  ; for 
as  the  inflammation  disappears,  hydrocele  forms.  This  can 
generally  be  removed  by  exciting  absorption  ; for  which  pur- 
pose give  the  pil.  hydrarg.  submur.  comp.,  and  apply  to  the 
scrotum  a lotion  composed  of  liq.  ammon.  acet.,  having  dis- 
solved in  it  some  of  the  ammon.  mur.  'I’hese  means  will  be 
found  to  have  considerable  influence  in  this  hydrocele,  which 
results  from  inflammation  ; but  in  the  other  they  have  none. 

Hydrocele,  if  left  to  itself,  will  often  undergo  spontaneous 
cure.  A man  was  brought  into  the  other  hospital  with  a 
sloughing  of  the  scrotum,  a consequence  of  an  inflammation 
occasioned  by  a hydrocele  ; the  water,  was,  in  this  case,  dis- 
cliarged  by  a natural  process,  and  nature  performed  a radical 
cure  by  effecting  a permanent  adhesion  of  the  parts. 

I shall  conclude  this  lecture  by  describing  to  you  the  pal- 
liative treatment  of  hydrocele,  reserving  what  I have  to  say  on 
the  radical  or  curative  treatment  until  we  next  meet. 

When  persons  are  afraid  of  the  curative  treatment,  or  when 
It  would  be  attended  with  inconvenience,  as  also  in  old  people, 
the  palliative  will  be  demanded.  It  is  a very  simple  operation, 
and  one  which  any  person  can  perform.  Remember  that  the 
testicle  is  usually  two- thirds  of  the  way  downwards  at  the 
posterior  part ; introduce,  therefore,  the  trocar  in  the  fore 
part  obliquely  upwards,  indeed  almost  perpendicularly,  to 
avoid  wounding  the  testicle  ; but  as  I have  before  shown  you 
that  the  testicle  occupies  different  situations  in  the  tumour, 
you  cannot  introduce  the  trocar  with  safety  until  you  have 
ascertained  the  precise  spot  where  the  testicle  is  lodged,  and 
then  you  will  of  course  take  care  to  avoid  it.  Let  me  observe, 
hat  whetlitr  yon  perform  the  operation  for  the  palliative  or 
cuiative  treatment,  withdraw  the  trocar  the  instant  you  believe 
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that  the  caiiula  is  within  the  tunica  vaginalis  : and  once 
having  the  trocar  in,  take  care  to  keep  it  there  until  the  ope- 
ration be  concluded  ; and  the  most  effectual  way  to  do  this  is 
by  grasping  the  tumour  at  the  posterior  part,  so  as  to  keep  it 
tense  where  the  trocar  entered.  I generally  use  a trocar  and 
canula  of  small  size.  Some  persons  recommend  a lancet  and 
probe  to  be  employed  ; it  is  mere  nonsense  : if  they  had  ever 
performed  the  operation,  they  would  not  do  so.  Such  sug- 
gestions can  only  emanate  from  people  who  are  destitute  of 
experience  and  knowledge. 

If  you  wish  to  accomplish  this  operation  bloodlessly,  to 
prevent  internal  bleeding,  and  the  formation  of  hsematocele, 
keep  the  patient,  at  the  time  you  are  doing  it,  in  the  erect  po- 
sition. There  is  no  necessity  for  any  after  application;  on 
the  following  day  the  wound  will  be  well. 

It  requires  repetition  in  proportion  to  the  dropsical  ten- 
dency existing  in  the  person.  In  some  it  will  be  necessary 
once  a month  ; in  others,  once  in  three  months ; but,  gene- 
rally speaking,  the  usual  time  is  every  six  months. 

Jusignificaut  as  this  ope2ation  appears,  it  has  been  known 
to  cause  the  destruction  of  life.  Two  instances  are  within  my 
own  knowledge.  One  of  the  cases  was  operated  upon  by 
Mr.  Green,  who  resides  a few  miles  from  town,  and  the  other 
by  myself.  Mr.  Green’s  case  was  published  in  the  journals, 
therefore  I need  not  scruple  to  mention  it ; but  Mr.  Green 
possesses  too  much  manliness  to  regard  a notice  of  an  unsuc- 
cessful case,  and  it  must  be  a mean  despicable  mind  that 
would.  'J’he  case  is  as  follows  : — An  elderly  man  applied  to 
Mr.  Green  with  a hydrocele,  which  he  a few  days  afterwards 
tapped.  'I'he  following  day  the  man’s  business  led  him  to 
walk  to  town  ; on  the  next  day  his  scrotum  became  inflamed  ; 
the  third  there  was  a gangrenous  spot;  and,  on  the  fifth  day 
from  the  operation,  he  died. 

The  other  case  was  the  father  of  one  of  our  dressers.  I 
performed  the  operation  on  a Saturday;  the  following  day  he 
walked  to  Pancras  church  ; on  the  Monday  inflammation  be- 
gan to  show  itself  in  the  scrotum,  when  he  sent  for  me  ; on 
the  'I'hursday  gangrene  had  taken  place,  and  on  the  Saturday 
week  after  the  operation  he  died. 

Let  me  advise  you  then,  whenever  you  perform  this  opera- 
tion on  old  persons,  to  make  them  keep  their  beds  for  a few 
days  afterwards.  Some  Individuals  are  destroyed  by  the 
slightest  touch  ; while  others,  on  the  contrary,  are  not  killed, 
do  what  we  will  to  them. 
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On  the  Cure  of  Hydrocele. 

Hydrocele  is  not  cured  by  tlic  accidental  bursting  of  the  sac ; 
when  tliis  takes  piace,  it  is  followed  by  a temporary  cessation 
of  the  hydrocele,  which  either  returns  again,  or  is  succeeded 
by  haematocele.  A gentleman  who  had  been  subject  to  hydro- 
cele for  many  years  went  to  the  continent,  and  whilst  riding 
out  on  horseback,  struck  himself  against  the  pommel  of  the 
saddle;  for  several  hours  afterwards  the  swelling  became 
considerable ; diffused  instead  of  circumscribed  ; absorption 
however,  soon  took  place;  the  swelling  gradually  lessened,  and 
the  gentleman  thought  that  his  hydrocele  was  cured  ; in  fact 
lie  congratulated  himself  on  it.  Not  long  after  this  the  swell- 
ing returned,  and  when  he  came  to  England,  he  called  on  me, 
aud  I performed  the  operation  for  hydrocele ; which  presented 
nothing  peculiar.  Another  case  of  the  bursting  of  a hydro- 
cele occurred  in  the  person  of  Dr.  Saunders,  of  the  other  hos- 
pital, a person  well  known  in  the  profession.  Whilst  stand- 
ing on  a chair  to  reach  a book,  he  slipped  his  foot,  by  which 
means  he  received  a blow  on  the  scrotum,  which  was  enlarged 
from  a collection  of  water  in  it.  Mr.  Lucas,  late  surgeon  of 
Guy’s,  who  had  been  in  the  habit  of  tapping  him  for  this 
complaint,  was  sent  for  immediately  after  the  accident,  to 
perform  the  operation  again;  the  swelling  was  very  large, 
and  Mr.  Lucas,  not  at  all  suspecting  that  the  character  of  the 
complaint  was  changed,  put  a trocar  into  the  scrotum,  but  no 
water  came,  which  alarmed  the  doctor  considerably.  A con- 
sultation was  held,  at  which  many  of  the  most  eminent  pro- 
fessional men  of  this  town  were  pi'esent ; the  scrotum  was 
swollen  and  harder  than  natural,  blood  was  extravasated  into 
the  tunica  vaginalis  ; it  was  determined  to  attempt  to  relieve 
the^  swelling  and  ecchymosis  by  stimulant  lotions,  but  these 
failing,  an  incision  was  then  made  into  the  scrotum,  when 
there  was  found  some  coagulated  blood,  which  had  been  sub- 
stituted for  the  water.  Thus  then  a blow  on  a scrotum  af- 
fected with  hydrocele  will  change  that  disease  into  haemato- 
cele, which  can  be  afterwards  cured  by  an  incision. 

The  cure  of  hydrocele  is  effected  in  three  ways  : 1st,,  by 
absorption  ; 2dly,  adhesion  ; 3dly,  granulation.  Now  I ob- 
served to  you  in  the  last  lecture  that  when  hydrocele  is  pro- 
duced  in  the  common  way,  medicine  or  local  applications  have 
hardly  any  influence  on  it;  when  it  arises  from  a relaxed  state 
of  the  vessels,  stimulating  medicines  aud  blisters  have  no  ef- 
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feet  on  the  complaint.  But  I also  stated  on  a former  evening 
that  hydrocele  is  produced  by  an  inflammatory  state  of  the 
parts,  and  that  in  these  cases  absorption  by  stimulating  lotions 
should  be  promoted.  1 will  now  further  add,  that  in  3-oung 
persons  and  children,  who  are  not  unfrcquently  subject  to  this 
afl'ection,  cure  by  absorption  alone  is  effected,  that  is,  by  giving 
the  hydrargyri  submurias,  scammony,  rhubarb,  and  other  me- 
dicines, so  as  to  dispose  the  constitution  to  absorb.  The  liquor 
amraonise  acetatis  and  ammouise  murias  are  the  local  applica- 
tions generally  made  use  of  to  promote  absorption  in  the  parts, 
and  what  we  do  to  facilitate  the  operation  of  these  remedies,  is, 
to  have  a bag  or  suspensory  truss  to  hold  the  scrotum,  and  this 
is  fastened  by  two  tapes  round  the  abdomen,  just  below  the 
umbilicus,  and  kept  constantly  wet  with  those  fluids,  in  order 
to  stimulate  the  absorbents  ; therefore  be  on  your  guard  about 
performing  an  operation  for  hydrocele  in  (young  persons,  as 
the  cure  can  be  effected  by  absorption  alone ; there  are  a few 
exceptions,  however,  to  this  rule,  but  they  are  exceedingly 
rare,  as  iu  almost  every  case  of  hydrocele  in  young  persons  or 
children,  the  water  will  be  absorbed. 

With  respect  to  the  adhesion  of  the  tunica  vaginalis  in  the 
cure  of  hydrocele,  this  is  effected  in  three  waj's,  by  injection, 
seton,  or  inci.sion  ; but  the  use  of  injection  does  not  always 
produce  adhesion  of  the  tunica  vaginalis;  here  is  a specimen 
(pointing  to  one  on  the  table)  which  was  taken  from  a 
captain  of  a ship  one  morning,  on  whom  I performed  the  ope- 
ration for  hydrocele  by  injection,  by  which  he  was  relieved  of 
every  symptom  of  the  complaint ; several  years  after  this  he 
was  taken  extremely  ill,  and  f was  consulted  by  his  attendant 
surgeon  ; he  was  dying  of  some  organic  affection  ; I desired 
the  surgeon  to  remove  the  testicle  and  tunica  vaginalis  from 
the  side  on  which  the  operation  had  been  performed,  as  soon 
as  the  patient  was  dead,  which  was  done  ; on  examination  it 
was  found  that  the  tunica  vaginalis  did  not  adhere  completely, 
there  were  a few  adhesions  in  some  parts  but  not  generally  ; 
the  injection  did  not  produce  adhesion,  but  a new  series  of 
actions  was  set  up,  a deposit  was  secreted,  and  the  ends  of 
the  arteries  were  sealed,  so  that  any  further  secretion  was  pre- 
vented. 

The  process  of  granulation  is  set  up  when  an  incision  is 
made  in  the  scrotum,  and  extraneous  bodies  introduced,  but 
this  requires  con.'^iderable  caution  ; some  surgeons  use  one 
mode  of  cure,  some  another ; various  are  the  operations  whieli 
have  been  proposed,  but  most  liavc  now  yielded  to  that  of  in- 
jection. In  the  operation  by  incision  you  divide  the  scrotum 
and  tunica  vaginalis,  on  the  front  part,  so  as  to  allow  the  wa- 


190  ON  THE  CURE  OF  HYDROCELE. 


ter  to  escape,  but  it  was  soon  found  that  this  was  not  sufficient 
to  effect  a cure,  and  it  was  then  recommended,  that  after  the 
incision  had  been  made,  a portion  of  tlie  tunica  vaginalis 
should  be  cut  out  : but  this  operation  is  followed  hy  high 
constitutional  irritation  ; it  is  true  that  it  sometimes  affects  a 
cure  by  preventing  the  return  of  the  hydroeele,  hut  it  also  does 
it  by  killing  the  patient ; in  fact,  the  very  last  time  that  I saw 
this  operation  performed,  a violent  inflammation  and  slough- 
ing of  the  scrotum  ensued;  why,  gentlemen,  any  one  rather 
than  undergo  sucR  an  operation,  would  submit  to  have  a hy- 
drocele all  his  life  ; the  mode  of  relief  is  too  cruel  for  so  tri- 
fling an  inconvenience.  The  next  mode  is  that  of  introducing 
a tent  into  the  tunica  vaginalis ; a small  incision  is  made 
through  the  tunica  vaginalis  and  scrotum,  and  a piece  of  lint 
or  sponge  is  introduced,  so  as  to  prevent  the  sudden  eseape 
of  the  water ; the  water  gradually  issues  out,  during  whieh 
time  adhesion  and  granulation  often  takes  place  ; but  this 
sometimes  fails.  Caustic  and  setons  were  formerly  very  much 
used,  two  remedies,  about  which  there  was  as  much  bandying 
and  quarrelling  among  the  members  of  the  profession  as  if  the 
world, were  at  stake  on  the  issue — two  remedies,  which  now' 
are  not  only  generally  abandoned,  but  which  I should  he 
ashamed  to  own  ever  having  used  ; such  is  the  folly  of  quar- 
relling in  our  profession  ; as  for  arguments  on  subjects  which 
are  only  to  be  settled  by  observation,  they  are  of  no  use  ; and 
persons  who  argue  thus  a priori,  without  a knowledge  of  facts, 
which  alone  ought  to  form  the  basis  of  argument  in  our  pro- 
fession, want  that  judgment  which  conducts  a man  best 
through  life  ; but  many  w'erethe  advocates  of  caustic  as  a cure 
for  hydrocele ; and  the  way  it  was  used  was  by  taking  the 
potassa  fusa,  and  applying  it  to  the  fore  part  of  the  scrotum, 
till  an  eschar,  of  the  size  of  a sixpence,  is  formed,  w'hich  pro- 
duces an  irritation  to  the  extent  of  half  an  inch,  or  three- 
quarters  of  an  inch  around,  and  then  the  eschar  so  produced 
destroys  the  skin  and  tunica  vaginalis;  as  soon  as  the  inflam- 
mation arises,  the  water  escapes,  then  the  parts  sometimes 
become  glued  together,  and  granulations  arise.  Well,  gentle- 
nien,  this  remedy  soon  fell  into  disrepute  ; 1st,  on  account  of 
its  uncertainty  ; 2dly,  because  it  was  dangerous  to  life  ; here 
is  a specimen  (pointing  to  one  on  the  table),  taken  from  a 
person  who  died  from  the  ai)plication  of  caustic,  and  this  gives 
me  an  opportunity  of  showing  you  the  state  of  the  parts  after 
the  use  of  this  application.  The  operation  with  caustic  is 
dangerous  to  life,  and  ought  not  to  be  performed. 
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Operations  at  present  used  for  the  cure  of 
Hydrocele. 

There  are  but  three  operations  I know  of,  which  are  occa- 
sionally had  recourse  to  in  the  cure  of  hydrocele  : 1st,  setons  ; 
2dly,  incision  ; 3dly,  injection.  Setons  are  very  rarely  used, 
but  1 tell  you,  that  they  may  now  and  then  be,  advantageously. 
The  seton  should  be  made  in  the  following  way  : you  should 
take  a curved  needle,  and  carry  it  into  the  tunica  vaginalis  and 
scrotum,  just  at  the  point  where  the  trocar  had  been  previous- 
ly introduced,  arid  include  two  inches  above  the  point  where 
the  needle  enters,  and  bring  it  out  sufficiently  long  ; the  result 
is,  iuflaramatiou  generally  ensues,  water  gradually  escapes, 
and  as  this  takes  place,  adhesion  of  the  tunica  vaginalis  comes 
on ; this  operation  for  adults  has  been  generally  abandoned, 
because  better  means  have  been  employed  ; it  is  in  those  young 
persons  whose  hydroceles  do  not  give  way  to  the  absorbent 
plan  before- mentioned  : then,  if  children  about  two  or  three 
years  old  have  hydroceles,  rather  than  inject,  use  the  needle 
and  thread  : the  thread  should  be  allowed  to  remain  for  ten  or 
fourteen  days  till  inflammation  and  the  adhesive  process  be 
set  up  ; this  plan  is  much  better  for  children  than  that  of  in- 
jection, because  there  is  no  difficulty  in  doing  the  former,  and 
there  is  considerable  in  the  latter : for  the  operation  of  putting 
a ligature  through  the  scrotum  and  tunica  vaginalis  is  effected 
before  the  child  knows  any  thing  about  it ; in  fact,  after  it  is 
done,  the  child  may  run  about,  the  knot  being  allowed  to  re- 
main ; the  water  escapes  by  the  side  of  the  seton  ; for  chil- 
dren, then,  1 believe  this  to  be  the  best  mode. 

The  second  plan  is  by  incision.  There  is  a difference  in  per- 
forming this  operation  now  to  what  was  done  by  Mr.  Hunter, 
who  had  recourse  to  it  in  preference  to  that  by  cau.stic  or  seton  ; 
Mr.  Hunter  used  to  put  a little  ])oultice  into  the  part,  after 
the  opening  had  been  made  into  the  tunica  vaginalis;  a sur- 
geon, who  was  present  when  Mr.  Hunter  was  ])erforniing  the 
operation,  had  mistaken  the  plan  which  he  adopted,  for  having 
heard  of  the  introduction  of  a poultice  into  the  wound,  he  had 
brought  materials  for  making  one,  flour,  &c.,  and  he  began  to 
mix  it  up  in  the  man’s  scrotum  ; Mr.  Hunter,  always  ready  to 
catch  an  idea,  sprinkled  after  this  some  meal  or  flour  into  the 
wound,  so  as  to  prevent  instantaneous  adhesion,  and  promote 
granulations.  'I’liis  operation  gives  you  the  means  to  prevent 
the  return  of  hydrocele  in  many  cases,  yet  it  is  an  operation 
not  perfectly  unexceptionable  ; there  are  cogent  reasons 
against  performing  it,  but  if  there  be  any  suspicion  of  a dis- 
ease of  the  testicle,  it  may  Ite  done.  In  old  persons  it  is  not 
justifiable,  and  1 would  advise  you  against  doing  it  in  them. 
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Here  is  a specimen  (exhibiting  one)  where  death  ensued  after 
the  operation  I have  just  described  ; a surgeon  to  one  of  these 
hospitals,  who  has  been  long  since  dead,  introduced  a bit  of 
lint,  dipped  in  oil,  into  an  incision  which  he  had  made  into 
the  scrotum;  the  result  was  great  constitutional  irritation, 
and  death  ; therefore  there  is  danger  of  this  operation  in  old 
persons,  from  the  irritation  which  is  likely  to  arise. 

I shall  now  proceed  to  describe  to  you  the  operation  which 
has  superseded  all  others,  namely,  the  cure  of  hydrocele  by 
injection.  At  the  time  I was  attending  Mr.  Hunter's  lectures, 
the  town  was  divided  in  opinion  as  to  the  best  mode  of  per- 
forming the  operation  for  hydrocele.  So  great  was  the  dif- 
ference of  opinion  among  the  students  of  the  different  hos- 
pitals, that  it  was  quite  ridiculous  to  observe  their  warmth  on 
this  subject,  when  there  arose  a plain,  simple,  effectual  ope- 
ration, which  every  body  has  since  adopted.  For  this  we  are 
indebted  to  Sir  James  Earle,  who,  in  thinking  upon  this  sub- 
ject, conceived  that  injection  of  the  tunica  vaginalis  was  likely 
to  be  the  best  means  of  producing  adhesion,  and  preventing 
the  further  formation  of  disease.  Thus  he  proposed  at  once  a 
most  ingenious  but  simple  mode  of  curing  a disease,  about 
which  there  had  been  so  many  disputes.  I cannot  help  feeling 
delight  when  1 find  a brother  in  the  profession  rendering 
himself  useful  to  mankind  by  an  invention  of  this  sort.  When 
we  see  so  much  trash  issuing  from  the  press,  which  is  called 
surgery,  it  is  gratifying  to  find,  in  a work  like  Sir  James 
Earle’s  a simple  and  effectual  plan  of  curing  a disease  pro- 
posed, and  at  once  adopted  by  the  whole  profession.  I do  not 
think  Sir  J.  Earle  has  received  the  due  meed  of  merit  to  which 
he  is  entitled  for  this  improvement.  I have,  myself,  always 
spoken  of  him  in  the  same  terms  as  this  evening,  and  I shall 
ever  continue  to  do  so.  The  instruments  required  for  this 
operation  are  an  elastic  bottle,  with  a stop-cock,  a trocar,  and 
canula.  The  elastic  bottle  should  be  of  moderate  size,  and 
only  half  the  quantity  of  fluid  contained  in  it  should  be  thrown 
in  at  a time,  lest  the  action  of  the  cremaster  should  force  a 
part  of  it  into  the  cellular  tissue.  If  this  happens,  inflamma- 
tion and  sloughing  may  take  place  around  the  part  at  which 
the  canula  is  introduced.  The  trocar  should  be  two  inches 
long,  and  the  canula  should  be  but  small.  The  trocar  and 
canula  should  be  put  separately  into  the  box,  for  if  you  are 
obliged  to  put  the  trocar  in  the  canula,  it  will  soon  contract, 
rust,  and  be  unfit  for  use.  The  fluid  used  for  the  injection 
should  he  of  a stimulating  kind.  If  you  use  port  wine,  the 
proportion  of  wine  and  water  should  be  half  and  half.  If 
it  be  old  port  wine,  you  may  mix  five  parts  of  wine  with  three 
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of  water : but  if  the  wine  be  such  as  is  commonly  got  at  taverns 
and  public-houses,  in  which  there  is  a good  deal  of  log-wood 
or  sloe-juice  to  make  it  astringent,  and  a good  deal  of  brandy 
to  make  it  strong,  a less  proportion  of  wine  must  be  used,  as 
the  injection  would  otherwise  be  too  stimulating  to  the  tunica 
vaginalis.  Brandy,  or  spirits  of  wine,  may  also  be  employed  ; 
in'^tlie  latter  case,  take  one  part  of  spirits  of  wine  to  fifteen 
parts  of  water.  The  injection  which  we  generally  use  in  the 
hospitals  is  the  sulphate  of  zinc,  in  the  proportion  of  one 
drachm  to  a pint  of  water.  A gentleman,  on  being  told  that 
we  employed  the  sulphate  of  zinc  in  hospitals,  for  injection  in 
hydrocele,  exclaimed,  “Oh,  1 suppose  you  do  this  to  save  your 
w'ine.”  It  is  not  to  save  our  wine,  however,  gentlemen,  that 
we  prefer  this  solution,  but  because  we  are  better  enabled  to 
judge  precisely  of  the  strength  of  the  stimulus  by  the  use 
of  the  sulphate  of  zinc,  than  by  that  of  wine,  which  is  sub- 
ject to  so  much  adulteration.  Water  itself  will  produce  a 
stimulating  effect,  if  used  cold.  A gentleman,  whose  name 
does  not  immediately  occur  to  me,  has  written  a treatise,  in 
which  he  produces  several  cases  of  the  successtul  treatment  of 
hydrocele,  by  an  injection  of  cold  water.  You  must  not  sup- 
pose, however,  that  one  fluid  will  answer  the  purpose  as  well 
as  another ; for  I remember  a case  in  which  an  injection  of 
milk,  which  was  used  by  the  surgeon  on  the  supi)osition  of 
its  being  a bland  fluid,  produced  most  horrible  inflammation. 
The  tunica  vaginalis  suppurated,  and  when  an  incision  was 
made  to  discharge  the'niatter,  the  milk  came  out  in  ciiids,  and 
a great  quantity  of  pus  had  been  produced.  Be  upon  your 
guard,  therefore,  against  making  experiments  of  this  kind. 
When  you  inject  for  hydrocele,  you  should  place  the  patient  in 
a recumbent  posture,  which  will  enable  you  to  |)eiloini  the 
operation  more  steadily.  Before  you  introduce  the  trocai  and 
canula,  make  it  a rule  to  squeeze  the  scrotum  and  tunica  vagi- 
nalis, so  as  to  make  the  part  where  the  fluid  is  most  distinct 
very  tense;  then  introduce  the  trocar  and  canula  obliquely, 
in  the  same  m.'inner  as  in  the  (lalliative  mode  of  treatinenL 
Having  passed  the  trocar  and  canula  into  the  tunica  raginalis, 
withdraw  the  trocar,  and  push  the  canula  alone  carefully  up- 
wards so  as  to  [irevent-an  injury  to  the  testicles  oi  spcimatic 
cord.  You  should  nip  the  tunica  vaginalis  round  the  canula, 
to  guard  against  the  instrument  being  diverted,  and  thus  throw- 
ing a portion  of  the  fluid  into  the  cellular  tissue.  Having 
taken  this  precaution,  you  are  gradually  to  throw  up  the  injec- 
tion, turn  the  stop-cock,  so  as  to  confine  it  in  the  tunica  \agi- 
nalis,  and  move  the  scrotum  from  side  to  side,  so  that  the 
fluid  may  reach  every  part  of  the  surface.  J he  fluid  should  be 


194-  ON  THE  CURE  OF  HYDROCELE. 


suffered  to  remain  from  about  four  to  five  minutes.  While  it 
remains  in  the  tunica  vaginalis,  the  patient  will  complain  of  a 
good  deal  of  pain  ; he  will  first  feel  as  if  the  testicle  were 
squeezed  ; he  will  then  feel  the  pain  running  along  the  course 
of  the  spermatic  cord  at  the  spinal  process  of  the  ilium,  and 
at  the  loins  where  the  spermatic  plexus  of  nerves  arises,  and 
lastly,  at  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  iu  the  course  of  the  vas  de- 
ferens. The  pain  will  be  gt eater  or  less  in  proportion  as  the 
patient  is  more  or  less  irritable.  It  is  to  be  observed,  how- 
ever, that  the  degree  of  subsequent  inflammation  is  generally 
in  the  inverse  ratio  of  the  pait)  suffered  at  the  time  of  the  in- 
jection. If  a man  lies  tranquilly  on  the  table,  and  tells  you 
that  he  does  not  feel  much  pain,  he  will  iu  general  have  a con- 
siderable degree  of  inflammation  the  next  day.  On  the  other 
hand,  where  much  pain  is  felt,  it  is  generally  the  effect  of  ner- 
vous irritability,  and  little  inflammation  follows  it. 

I have  been  under  the  necessity  of  bleeding  and  giving  large 
quantities  of  opium  to  a patient  in  consequence  of  the  severity 
of  the  pain  produced  by  injection,  and  yet  no  inflammation 
was  produced.  You  may  say  that  this  vvas  in  consequence  of 
the  bleeding;  but  this  is  not  the  case ; the  pain  arises  from 
irritation  in  the  nervous,  rather  than  the  vascular  system,  and 
inflammation  does  not  readily  follow  it.  When  you  have  suf- 
fered the  fluid  to  remain  five  minutes,  and  withdrawn  the  in- 
strument, you  need  not  apply  any  thing  to  the  part,  but  tell  the 
patient  to  walk  about  as  usual  iu  the  course  of  the  day  if  he 
feels  but  little  pain.  If  he  should  feel  much  pain,  tell  him  to 
lie  down,  take  his  dinner  that  day,  and  his  glass  of  wine  after 
it,  if  he  has  been  in  the  habit  of  doing  so.  After  a few  hours 
have  elapsed,  inflammation  will  probably  come  on. 

Above  all,  tell  your  patient  to  come  the  next  day,  that  you 
may  see  whether  the  inflammation,  which  is  necessary  for  the 
cure  of  hydrocele  has  been  produced;  if  it  has  not,  you  must 
not  despair  of  producing  it.  'Take  the  part  in  your  hand, 
and  touch  it  here  and  there  until  the  patient  feels  a good  deal 
of  uneasiness.  Then  desire  him  to  take  a long  walk,  and  to 
take  an  additional  quantity  of  wine  after  dinner.  In  this  way 
you  will  generally  succeed  in  producing  such  a degree  of  in- 
liammatioii  as  will  be  suflicient  to  effect  a cure. 

It  sometimes  happens,  however,  iu  constitutions  which  have 
a great  disposition  to  inflammation,  that  the  injection  will  act 
so  violently  as  to  produce  suppuration.  When  there  is  danger 
of  this,  which  you  may  ascertain  by  the  great  pain  and  redness 
of  the  scrotum,  make  an  incision  with  the  lancet  into  the  part, 
and  discharge  the  contents,  and  if  the  opening  he  not  large, 
the  cure  will  be  effected  by  the  adhesive  process.  Do  not  sup- 
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pose  that  the  operation  for  hydrocele  by  injection,  simple  as  it 
is,  is  altoccther  devoid  of  danger.  There  have  been  some  in- 
stances in  which  death  has  followed,  and  many  in  which  life 
has  been  endangered  by  it.  Some  gentlemen  who  now  hear 
me  have  had  opportunities  of  witnessing  the  practice  of  the 
hospitals  for  many  years,  and  they  must  have  seen  many 
cases,  in  which  e.\-tensive  sloughing  has  been  produced,  in 
consequence  of  injury  caused  by  throwing  the  injection  into 
the  cellular  tissue.  I will  tell  you  a case  which  happened 
shortly  after  I became  surgeon  at  the  other  hospital.  1 in- 
jected the  tunica  vaginalis  of  a patient  for  hydrocele,  but  did 
not  succeed  in  curing  him,  for  he  came  back  two  years  after 
with  his  hydrocele  as  large  as  ever.  He  was  naturally  enough 
disappointed  with  me  for  my  want  of  success,  and  he  chose  to 
put  himself  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Forster.  Happening  to  cast 
my  eye  on  the  man,  as  I passed  through  the  wards,  I asked 
him  what  was  the  matter  with  him,  and  he  said,  “ Why,  sir, 
I have  got  hydrocele  ; the  disease  which  you  attempted  to  cure 
has  returned.”  .Some  time  after  I did  not  observe  the  man 
in  the  ward,  and  upon  asking  what  had  become  of  him,  1 was 
told  that  he  had  gone  out  of  the  hospital ; but  as  I was  walk- 
ing home  over  the  bridge,  the  man  who  told  me  so,  accosted 
me  and  said,  “ Sir,  1 beg  your  pardon  for  telling  you  a story, 
but  the  truth  is,  that  man,  about  whom  you  asked,  has,  in- 
deed, gone  out  of  the  hospital,  but  1 omitted  to  say,  that  he  is 
dead.”  The  truth  is,  that  one  of  the  dressiTS,  vvho  was  a 
very  steady  young  man,  performed  the  operation  of  injection, 
and  that  an  accident  happened  to  him,  which,  unless  great 
care  be  taken,  might  have  happened  to  any  body.  He  did  not 
attend  suiriciently  to  keeping  the  canula  w'ithin  the  tunica  va- 
ginalis ; the  consequence  was,  that  a portion  of  the  fluid  w'cnt 
into  the  cellular  tissue.  'I'he  man  e.xperienccd  excruciating 
pain,  and  the  dresser  immediately  withdrew  the  canula,  but 
very  little  of  the  fluid  came  out.  Violent  inflammation  of  the 
scrotum  ensued,  which  went  on  to  gangrene,  and  the  patient 
died.  Ur.  Farmer  recently  met  witli  a similar  case,  in  which 
sloughing  was  brought  on  from  the  fluid  being  injected  into 
the  cellular  tissue,  and  the  result  vvas  the  destruction  of  life. 
Great  care,  therefore,  should  be  taken  to  prevent  tiic  fluid 
from  escaping  by  the  side  of  the  canula. 

1 shall  conclude  this  lecture  with  a few  observations  on  hy- 
drocele of  the  spermatic  cord.  This  disease  may  he  defined 
as  a collection  of  water  in  the  s))crmatic  cord,  but  it  is  neces- 
sary that  you  should  know  the  situation  in  which  the  water  is 
collected.  The  part  at  which  hydrocele  of  the  spermatic  cord 
takes  place  is  in  the  tunica  vaginalis,  between  the  testicle  and 
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the  abdominal  ring,  sometimes  extending  above  the  ring,  and 
on  that  account  it  is  often  mistaken  for  inguinal  hernia.  By 
pressing  your  finger  along  the  parts  until  you  have  passed  the 
abdominal  ring,  you  may  judge  of  the  nature  of  tlie  tumour  by 
its  blue  and  semi-transparent  appearance,  by  its  being  entirely 
unattended  with  pain,  and  by  its  not  running  into  the  abdomen 
like  inguinal  hernia.  The  best  mode  of  treating  this  disease 
is  to  make  an  incision  in  the  tumour,  for  injection  would,  in 
this  situation,  be  difficult  and  dangerous  ; to  introduce  your 
finger  into  the  saf,  so  as  to  ascertain  that  there  is  no  commu- 
nication with  the  abdomen,  and  then  introduce  a small  quan- 
tity of  flour  to  promote  a slight  internal  irritation.  In  this 
manner  the  cure  of  hydrocele  of  the  spermatic  cord  may  be 
readily  effected.  

LECTURE  XXV. 


On  Hernia. 

We  shall  now  proceed  to  the  subject  of  hernia. — Hernia  is  a 
generic  term,  and  is  used  to  signify  the  protrusion  of  any  vis- 
cus  from  a cavity,  though  surgeons  generally  confine  it  to  pro- 
trusions of  the  viscera  from  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  In 
children,  who  have  a malformation  of  the  bones  of  the  head, 
you  will  sometimes  see  a projection  of  the  brain  through  the 
skull,  and  this  is  termed  hernia  cerebri.  I have  also  seen  the 
lungs  protruding  between  the  ribs,  through  the  intercostal 
spaces,  though  instances  of  this  kind  are  very  rare;  I have  met 
with  two  only.  But  protrusions  of  the  viscera  of  the  abdomen 
are  of  the  most  frequent  occurrence ; and  this  arises  from  the 
bulk  of  the  parts  contained  in  the  abdomen,  and  the  relaxa- 
tion of  its  parietes.  If  you  were  asked,  then  what  hernia  is, 
you  would  say,  a protrusion  of  any' viscus  from  its  natural 
cavity. 

Different  kinds  of  Hernia. 

There  are  four  species  of  hernia  more  frequently  met  with 
than  others,  and  which  it  behoves  you,  therefore,  particularly 
to  attend  to  ; and  here  I may  observe  that  hernia  is,  of  all 
cases,  the  one  that  requires  the  most  prompt  treatment  and 
skill.  Aneurism  and  stone  are  complaints  which  give  time  to 
the  patient  and  his  friends  to  consult  those  who  have  had 
greater  opportunities  than  others  of  observing  the  diseases 
under  which  they  labour ; but  with  respect  to  hernia — there  is 
no  time  to  get  aid  from  distant  places  ; on  your  information 
and  nerve  will  the  safety  of  the  patient  depend,  and  if  you  be 
ignorant  of  this  disease,  his  life  will  be  lost. — The  four  species 
of  abdominal  hernia  are — 1st.  inguinal  ; 2d.  femoral ; 3d. 
umbilical  ; 4th.  ventral. 
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luguinal  lieruia,  called  sonietimes  sporniatocele,  takes  the 
course  of  the  spermatic  cord  ; it  varies  a little  ia  different 
cases,  but  generally  follows  this  course. 

I'emoi’al  hernia  passes  behind  Poiipart’s  ligament,  on  the 
inside  of  the  femoral  artery  and  vein,  between  these  vessels 
and  tl».e  os  pubis. 

Umbilical  hernia  takes  the  course  of  the  umbilical  cord, 
passing  through  the  opening  in  the  linea  alba  behind  the  um- 
bilicus ; this  sometimes  ue^’er  closes,  consequently,  an  open- 
ing remains  through  which  the  umbilical  hernia  protrudes. 

By  ventral  hernia,  I wish  you  to  understand  a protrusion  of 
the  intestines  through  the  different  lines  of  the  abdomen,  the 
linea  alba  (excepting  at  the  umbilicus),  Unas  semilunares  and 
transversse,  which  protrusion  is  called  ventral,  in  contradis- 
tinction to  the  umbilical ; but  besides  these  four  kinds  of  her- 
nia, several  others  occasionally  occur. 

Sometimes  there  is  a protrusion  through  the  diaphragm,  and 
this  is  called  phrenic  or  diaphragmatic  hernia;  this  hernia 
occurs  in  some  cases  between  the  oesophagus  and  aorta,  now 
and  then  between  the  aorta  and  vena  cava ; but  these  cannot 
be  relieved  by  any  surgical  treatment,  as  they  are  not  situated 
within  view,  and  are  not  known  to  have  existed  till  they  are 
ascertained  upon  dissection.  You  will  also  find  a hernia  at 
times  between  the  vagina  and  rectum  in  females,  called  peri- 
neal hernia,  and  ia  males  between  the  rectum  and  bladder, 
having  the  same  name.  There  is  also  a hernia  situated  in 
the  vagina,  called  vaginal  hernia;  you  ascertain  the  nature  of 
this  by  putting  the  finger  into  the  vagina ; when  you  feel  a 
tumour,  you  desire  the  patient  to  lie  down,  and  it  is  easily 
reduced  ; but  it  immediately  returns  when  she  resumes  the 
erect  position.  Hernia  sometimes  takes  place  in  the  fora- 
men ovale,  a fine  instance  of  which  you  have  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  seeing  this  season  at  the  other  hospital,  where  there 
were  ulcerated  sinuses,  and  the  faeces  discharged  through 
them  ; so  you  may  see  a hernia  now  and  then  in  the  ischiatic 
notch.  These  different  species  of  hernia  are  very  rai'e  vvhen 
compared  to  inguinal  hernia,  therefore  we  shall  rest  little  on 
them.  Now,  gentlemen,  we  shall  show  you  the  four  different 
species  of  abdominal  hernia,  as  they  require  different  modes 
of  operation,  and  therefore  re(|nire  to  be  correctly  known. 
iNGUiNAt,  Hernia. 

We  shall  mention  first,  that  kind  of  inguinal  hernia  which 
takes  the  course  of  the  spermatic  cord  ; it  begins  with  the  cord 
just  as  it  passes  out  of  tlic  abdomen,  and  follows  the  direction 
of  the  inguinal  canal ; its  course  is  oblique,  and  on  this  ac- 
count is  called  oblique  inguinal  hernia ; it  is  readily  distin- 
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guishcJ  from  the  next  hind  by  its  oblique  course,  wliich  I shall 
meniion  to  you.  'I’he  .second  kind  is  the  direct  inguinal 
hernia;  iu  this  case,  the  hernia  does  not  follow  the  course  of 
the  inguinal  canal,  but  comes  out  directly  through  the  exter- 
nal abdominal  ring,  and  pushes  before  it  the  fascia  transver- 
salis  ; if  there  be  any  obliquity  of  the  hernia,  it  will  be  towards 
the  linca  alba  ; thus  you  readily  distinguish  the  one  from  the 
other  ; in  the  one  case  the  hernia  will  be  oblique,  in  the  other 
directly  forwards  ; should  it  be  slightly  oblique,  it  will  be  in- 
clined towards  the  navel ; therefore,  this  kind  of  hernia  is 
called  direct  inguinal  hernia. 

Well,  then,  there  is  the  hernia  in  which  the  intestine  pro- 
trudes into  the  tunica  vaginalis,  called  the  congenital  hernia  ; 
the  tunica  vaginalis  remains  unclosed  in  some  persons  after 
birth,  and  then  this  hernia  occurs ; now  you  must  not  think 
that  this  hernia  is  only  to  be  found  in  children,  I have  met 
with  it  in  a person  thirty  years  of  age;  1 have  known  hernia 
of  the  tuuiea  vaginalis  take  place  only  four  days  previous  to  an 
operation  being  performed  for  it,  and  this  in  a man  of  thirty 
years  of  age. 

There  is  a hernia  which  is  found  in  a cyst  in  the  tunica 
vaginalis ; the  encysted  hernia ; the  cyst  is  formed  in  a curi- 
ous way  ; here  is  a specimen  (pointing  to  one  on  the  table) 
of  this  bind  of  hernia. 

Well,  then,  gentlemen,  if  asked  what  are  the  different  kinds 
of  inguinal  hernia,  you  would  answer — first,  the  oblique,  tak- 
ing tlie  course  of  the  spermatic  cord.  Secondly,  the  direct, 
protruding  directly  out  of  the  abdomen  through  the  external 
abdominal  ring.  Thii-dly,  the  congenital  hernia,  the  hernia 
in  contact  with  the  testicle,  or  rather  within  the  tunica  vagi- 
nalis. Fourthly,  the  encysted  \\mi\dL  of  the  tunica  vaginalis, 
formed  within  that  coat. 

_Of  inguinal  hernia,  the  oblique  is  the  most  frequent  and 
with  respect  to  the  others  they  are  of  less  common  occurrence. 

Oblique  Inguinal  Hernia. 

As  the  hernia  takes  the  course  of  the  spermatic  cord,  it 
may  not  be  amiss  to  recall  to  your  minds  the  direction  which 
the  cord  takes,  though  I trust  there  is  not  one  pre.sent  who  is 
ignorant  of  it ; if  there  should  be,  this  kind  of  hernia  will 
not  be  understood  by  him.  The  spermatic  cord  emerges,  then, 
from  the  abdomen,  midway  between  the  spine  of  the  ilium  and 
pubes ; and  in  this  part  it  will  be  found  just  opposite  to  the 
iliac  artery  ; a hernia  protruding  through  the  opening  where 
the  spermatic  cord  comes  out,  carries  the  peritoneum  with  it, 
and  a covering  of  the  fascia  transversalis,  and  when  you  dis- 
sect it,  instead  of  finding  peritoneum,  what  do  you  meet  with 
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first  ? Why,  the  fascia  trausversalis,  which  surrounds  the  sper- 
matic cord  just  as  it  passes  from  the  abdomen  ; and  as  the  cord 
takes  its  course  through  the  inguinal  canal,  a covering  is  given 
off  which  descends  on  the  cord  itself.  The  inguinal  canal 
begins  at  the  point  where  the  spermatic  cord  leaves  the  abdo- 
men, and  terminates  at  the  lower  abdominal  ring;  it  is  about 
two  inches  in  length,  and  contains  the  cord  ; it  is  bounded 
anteriorly  by  the  tendon  of  the  e.\ternal  oblique,  fibres  of  the 
internal  oblique  and  transversalis  muscles,  and  posteriorly  by 
the  fascia  transversalis.  The  spermatic  cord  descends  then  ob- 
liquely through  this  canal,  and,  just  as  it  passes  through  the 
lower  abdominal  ring,  it  receives  a covering  fr  om  the  edge  of 
the  external  oblique,  called  the  fascia  of  the  cord. 

Camper  has  published  some  excellent  plates  showing  this 
fascia,  and  how  much  it  is  thickened  in  hernia  : well,  gentle- 
men, the  spermatic  cord  will  not  make  any  difference  to  you 
in  this  hernia ; now  let  me  just  remind  you  that  oblique  ingui- 
nal hernia  begins  to  protrude  half  way  between  the  anterior 
superior  spinous  process  of  the  ilum  and  the  symphisis  pubis  ; 
in  the  spot  directly  anterior  to  the  iliac  artery,  about  an  inch 
and  a half  from  the  lower  abdominal  ring,  opposite  to  the  ten- 
dons of  the  internal  oblique  and  transversalis  muscles,  whei-e 
it  will  be  important  to  bear  in  mind  that  stricture  most  fre- 
quently occurs  ; and  not  at  the  abdominal  ring,  as  some  sur- 
geons liave  said  ; it  is  rare  for  it  to  be  in  this  last  place : in 
old  hernia  the  seat  of  the  stricture  may  be  at  this  part;  but 
ask  all  those  who  have  operated  much  for  hernia,  where  the 
seat  of  hernia  is  usually  situated,  and  they  will  tell  you,  not 
at  the  abdominal  ring,  but  where  I have  just  mentioned,  and 
that  before  you  can  reach  the  stricture  you  have  to  put  your 
finger  deep  down,  an  inch  or  more. 

Now,  when  the  hernia  has  protruded  through  the  fascia 
transversalis,  how  are  the  spermatic  and  epigastric  arteries 
situated  with  respect  to  it  ? The  epigastric  artery  is  always  on 
the  inner  side  of  the  hernial  sac  ; here  is  a specimen  (pointing 
to  one  on  the  table),  in  which  its  course  is  distinctly  shown  ; 
in  the  operation,  then,  there  would  be  no  danger  of  wounding 
thi.s  vessel,  unless  you  cut  inwards.  Divide  the  stricture  di- 
rectly upwards,  or  upwards  and  outwards,  and  you  will  be 
quite  safe  from  the  epigastric  artery. 

How  is  the  spermatic  artery  situated  at  the  origin  of  the 
hernial  sac.’  'I’hc  hernia  is  above,  and  this  vessel  could  only 
be  wounded  by  cutting  downwards ; there  is  no  danger,  iu 
operating  for  hernia,  of  wounding  the  spermatic  artery,  there- 
fore banish  it  from  your  minds  ; the  epigastric  is  the  only  one 
in  danger,  and  that  only  if  you  cut  inwards.  After  the  hernia 
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has  protruded  througli  the  fascia  trausversalis,  it  is  situated  in 
the  inguinal  canal;  the  next  place  where  it  reaches  is  just 
under  the  arch  formed  hy  the  tendon  of  the  internal  oblique 
and  trausversalis  muscles  ; and  here  it  receives  a covering  from 
the  cremaster  ; above  the  sac  then  are  the  internal  oblique 
and  trausversalis,  and  beneath  it  the  fascia  transversalis  ; well, 
after  having  passed  through  the  inguinal  canal,  which  may  be 
two  inches  or  from  that  to  two  and  a half  long,  it  reaches  the 
low’er  abdominal  ring ; and  at  this  part  the  hernial  sac  will 
have  two  coverings,  one  from  the  cremastej-,  and  anollier 
called  the  fascia  spcrmatica  ; in  this  specimen  (exhibiting  one 
to  the  class)  you  see  a hernia  with  all  its  coverings ; with  re- 
spect to  the  spermatic  cord,  it  is  behind  the  hei  iini,  and  the 
testicle  below  it ; the  internal  oblique  and  transversalis  above 
it,  and  the  fascia  transversalis  beneatli  it. 

VV^ere  you  to  dissect  a hernia  below  the  abdominal  ring,  you 
would  find  the  fascia  of  the  cord  applied  tightly  over  the 
hernial  sac,  which  has  tlie  appearance  of  being  the  sac  itself ; 
there  is  a fibrous  covering  derived  from  the  cremaster  muscle  ; 
then  cut  through  these  and  you  see  the  hernial  sac,  having 
the  character  of  peritoneum  ; you  pinch  it  up  with  your  fingers 
and  divide  it,  when  water  immediately  escapes.  The  epigas- 
tric artery  is  situated  very  cli'se  to  the  hernia,  but  a little  to 
the  pubic  side.  Well,  it  is  generally  thought  that  the  hernial 
sac  is  an  elongation  of  the  peritoneum  ; but  in  the  oblique 
inguinal  hertiia  it  is  not  an  elongation,  but  only  a real  growth 
of  that  part.  When  you  look  at  the  lower  part,  you  will  often 
see  a dark-coloured  spot,  having  a blue  appearance  in  the  dead 
body ; and  this  point  is  studded  with  numerous  vessels,  and 
in  it  the  ulcerative  process  has  commenced. 

Some  persons  say,  I mean  speculative  persons  and  those 
who  have  never  observed  “ Return  the  hernial  sac  into  the 
cavity  of  the  abdomen  but  how  is  it  to  be  returned  ? do 
those  persons  think  that  it  has  no  attachments  ? It  is  bound 
by  firm  adhesions,  and  cannot  be  returned  except  in  an  inci- 
pient state,  unless  by  a painful  and  dangerous  process  of  dis- 
section, which  it  would  not  be  justifiable  to  perform. 

Hernia  is  subject  to  several  varieties  ; 1st,  it  is  subject  to  a 
variety  in  size,-  this  necessarily  happens  from  the  difference 
of  its  course  in  different  persons  ; here  is  a specimen  (exhibit- 
ing one  to  the  class),  so  small  that  it  has  not  emerged  from 
the  abdominal  ring,  yet  is  as  perfect  as  if  it  had  been  imme- 
diately below  it.  Here  is  another  specimen  (pointing  to  one 
on  the  table)  M hich  reached  to  the  knee.  The  largest  hernia 
1 ever  saw  was  in  the  person  of  Mr.  Gibbon,  the  liistorian  : 
combined  with  this  was  a large  hydrocele,  and  in  consequence 
Of  both  complaints  he  was  obliged  to  wear  a peculiar  dress. 
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It  sometimes  happens  that  there  are  hernia  with  the  exter- 
nal covering  so  tliin  tliat  you  are  enabled  to  see  the  peristaltic 
motion  of  the  intestines  ; this  is  not  unfrequently  the  case  in 
large  hernia.  I have  seen  the  lower  orifice  of  the  stomach 
pulled  down  to  the  abdominal  ring. 

Hernia  varies  as  to  its  contents ; at  one  time  it  contains  in- 
testines, at  another  omentum  ; and  here  let  me  observe  that 
intestines  will  he  generally  found  in  the  hernia  of  children, 
and  that  omentum  is  very  rarely  to  be  met  with  in  the  very 
young.  1 stated  to  you  that  there  were  several  varieties,  that 
the  hernia  sometimes  enters  the  spermatic  cord,  and  splits  it 
into  two  parts  ; and  that  the  spermatic  artery  and  vein  are 
before,  and  the  vas  deferens  behind  ; here  is  a specimen, 
however,  (holding  it  in  the  hand)  of  the  spermatic  cord  being 
split  by  a hernia,  with  the  spermatic  artery  and  vein  on  the 
outer,  and  vas  deferens  on  the  inner  side  ; on  this  account, 
in  large  hernia,  if  the  operation  is  performed,  the  opening  is 
made  in  the  upper  and  not  the  lower  part;  in  large  hernia  a 
peculiar  mode  of  operating  is  required.  I have  seen  the 
bladder  in  a hernial  sac  ; this  happens  in  the  oblique  inguinal 
hernia  more  frequently  than  the  direct. 

Now,  gentlemen,  I have  given  you  the  anatomy 
of  inguinal  hernia,  1 next  come  to  the  symptoms  and  diagnos- 
tic marks  of  this  disease. 

if  you  were  asked  how  you  would  know  a hernia,  what 
answer  would  you  give  ? Why  hernia  is  to  be  known  when 
it  acts  with  the  abdominal  muscles,  dilates  and  expands  on 
coughing  ; 2dly,  from  its  course,  beginning  from  above  and 
gradually  descending  ; 3dly,  when  the  person  is  placed  in  the 
recumbent  posture  the  hernia  returns  ; and  then,  by  these 
three  means  will  you  be  assisted  in  detecting  the  hernia.  Its 
reduction  in  the  recumbent  position  is  a striking  mark  of  dis- 
tinction, but  not  without  exception;  and  besides,  if  it  is  a 
hernia,  when  the  intestine  goes  into  tlie  abdomen  there  is  a 
gurgling  noise,  from  the  air  and  fluid  which  it  contains. 
When  there  is  omentum  in  the  sac,  the  sensation  communi- 
cated to  the  finger  is  different  ; omentum  is  less  easily  dis- 
tended, more  solid.  Some  surgeons  have  said,  “ Oh  ! a 
hernia  will  be  known  to  contain  omentum  by  its  doughy  feel 
and  want  of  elasticity  ;”  this  may  be  said  in  the  closet,  but 
will  not  do  at  the  bedside  of  the  patient.  Here  I must  remark, 
that  I have  .seen  some  of  the  he.st  .'surgeons  deceived  in  thi.s 
point,  and  that  when  the  contents  of  the  hernial  sac  have  been 
said  to  be  intestine,  they  have  been  omentum  : and  when 
omentum  they  have  been  intestine  ; there  is  not  a surgeon  of 
any  experience  but  will  allow  with  me,  that  there  is  con- 
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sidcrable  difficulty  in  knowing  whether  there  is  omentum  or 
intestine  in  tlie  hernial  sac.  In  operating  for  hernia,  always 
do  it  under  the  inij)re.ssion  that  intestine  is  contained  in  the 
heinia,  and  not  onieutuni,  because  you  will  be  more  on  your 
guard  ; therefore  make  this  an  invariable  rule. 

Diagnosis.  — In  distinguishing  hernia  from  some  other  com- 
|)laints  tlicre  is  considerable  difficulty. — 1st,  Hernia  is  some- 
times likely  to  be  confounded  with  hydrocele:  an  instance  of 
this  kind  I mentioned  to  you  in  another  lecture ; in  this  case, 
had  I introduced  a'trocar,  I should  have  wounded  the  intestine, 
and  destruction  of  life  would  have  been  the  consequence.  A 
gentleman  very  recently  told  me  of  a case  where  a hernia  was 
mistaken  for  hydrocele,  and  the  patient  died  in  consequence, 
the  intestine  being  wounded  by  the  trocar  that  was  introduced. 
'I'lic  surgeon  who  told  me  this  had  none  of  those  malevolent 
feelings  which  actuate  too  many  of  our  profession ; it  was 
stated  in  sucli  a manner  that  it  could  be  neither  injurious  to 
the  individual  who  did  it,  nor  to  any  other  person  ; it  is  a cir- 
cumstance that  every  one  ought  to  deplore. 

Another  reason  why  you  should  be  on  your  guard  is,  that 
both  a hernia  and  hydrocele  may  be  present  at  the  same  time  ; 
the  hydrocele  on  the  fore  part,  and  the  hernia  behind.  Much 
to  the  credit  of  two  surgeons  who  operated  where  both  hy- 
drocele and  hernia  were  present,  they  performed  the  operation 
safely  ; the  one  case  fell  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Thomas  Blizard, 
who  is  an  excellent  anatomist,  but  has  lately  relinquished  his 
profession  ; of  this  1 am  exceedingly  sorry,  for  I think  that  a 
man  has  two  duties  to  perform,  one  to  himself,  and  another 
to  the  public  ; and  if  a man  has  opportunities  of  acquiring 
information  he  should  avail  himself  of  them  for  the  benefit  of 
himself  and  mankind.  I do  not  mean  to  censure  Mr.  Blizard — 
but  1 say  it  to  guide  others  ; and  I cannot  help  thinking  that  it 
i.s  wrong  for  one  who  possesses  so  much  substantial  informa- 
tion as,  Mr.  Blizard,  to  withdraw  himself  from  that  sphere  in 
which  he  might  be  so  useful ; he  might  lessen  his  labours, 
and  render  them  less  severe,  but  not  give  them  up  altogether. 
There  is  something  in  the  experience  which  a surgeon  acquires 
at  the  bedside  of  the  sick  that  is  worth  every  thing  else  ; you 
may  be  excellent  anatomists  and  physiologists,  but  if  you  have 
not  watched  disease  in  the  wards  of  the  hospital,  or  at  the 
bedside  ot  the  patient,  you  will  not  understand  your  pro- 
fession. 

I have  been  led  into  this  digression  in  consequence  of  Mr. 
Blizard’s  having  withdrawn  himself  from  the  profession,  a 
circumstance  which  I sincerely  lament.  Well,  Mr.  Blizard 
made  an  incision  on  the  fore  part  of  the  tumour,  and  water 
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was  immediately  discharged.  This  led  him  to  think  it  was 
not  hernia,  and  he  desisted  ; but  the  symptoms  of  strangulated 
hernia  still  being  present,  he  cut  through  the  tunica  vaginalis, 
in  which  the  water  had  been  contained,  avoiding  the  spermatic 
cord,  and  behind  he  found  the  hernial  sac  : he  dilated  the 
stricture  with  a bistoury,  and  the  patient  did  extremely  well. 
The  other  case  to  which  I alluded,  where  there  was  a hernia 
and  hydrocele,  occured  to  Mr.  H.  Cline.  Alter  having  eva- 
ctiated  the  water,  he  dilated  the  stricture,  and  jeturned  the 
parts  ; and,  as  far  as  I recollect,  the  case  turned  out  well. 

There  is  some  little  difficulty  in  distinguishing  hydrocele  of 
the  spermatic  cord  from  hernia ; the  two  diseases  are  very 
likely  to  be  confounded.  Tbe  transparency  of  hydrocele,  and 
its  beginning  at  the  lower  part  of  the  scrotum,  are  in  general 
tlie  characteristic  marks  of  that  complaint ; but  1 mentioned 
to  you  before,  that  the  hydrocele  might  be  so  large  as  to  reach 
the  abdominal  ring,  when  it  assumes  the  form  and  shape  of 
hernia,  and  might  be  easily  confounded  with  it. 

There  are  two  other  diseases  which  hernia  might  he  mis- 
taken for  ; the  first  of  these  is  varicocele— what  is  vari- 
cocele ? It  is  an  enlargement  of  the  spermatic  veins  ; it 
begins  above,  and  gradually  descends  into  the  scrotum  : the 
swelling  is  of  the  form  of  hernia,  and  on  the  hand  being  ap- 
plied when  the  patient  coughs,  it  dilates  considerably  ; and 
moreover,  when  the  patient  lies  down  it  disappears ; conse- 
quently this  disease  is  very  likely  to  be  mistaken  for  hernia. 
Very  recently  I saw  a case  where  a patient  had  been  wearing  a 
large  spring  truss  for  a varicocele  that  had  been  mistaken  for 
hernia,  and  which  had  chafed  him  considerably.  I tell  you, 
gentlemen,  how  you  shall  distinguish  it : — Tell  the  patient  to 
lie  down  ; raise  the  testicles,  and  empty  the  veins  ; then  press 
firmly  on  the  abdominal  ring ; keep  your  finger  firmly  there, 
and  raise  tbe  patient  from  the  recumbent  position,  and  the 
swelling  will  return  : then  in  this  easy  way  may  you  distin- 
guish varicocele  from  hernia.  , , -.v, 

2dly.— The  other  disease  that  may  be  confounded  with 
hernia  is  hydrocele  of  the  spermatic  curd ; and  in  this  com- 
plaint our  diagnosis  fails,  when  the  hydrocele  is  situated  above 
the  abdominal  ring.  In  the  recumbent  posture  there  is  no 
appearance  of  it,  but  as  soon  as  the  patient  rises  it  leturns. 
It  is  situated  above  the  ring,  opposite  to  the  tendons  of  the 
internal  oblique  and  transvcrsalis  : pressure  on  this  part  might 

be  of  service.  . , . , 

The  diagnosis  of  hydrocele  of  the  spermatic  cord,  below  the 
ring  is  easy  ^ above  it  is  difficult.  A truss,  in  this  complaint^ 
is  not  an  evil,  and  may  be  worn  with  advantage. 
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LECTURE  XXVI. 

Causes  of  Hernia. 

There  are  three  c;''\ses  of  inguinal  hernia;  namely,  unufeual 
pres.sure  of  the  abdominal  viscera,  pres.siire  of  the  parietes  of 
the  abdomen,  or  relaxation  of  tlie  i)arietcs.  Pressure  from 
within,  in  consequence  of  enlargement  of  the  abdominal  viscera, 
the  omentum  andinescntery  being  loaded  with  a fatty  substance, 
is  a very  common  cause  of  inguinal  hernia.  It  is  well  known 
tiiat  animals  that  are  much  pampered,  and  enjoy  a great  deal 
of  rest  and  excessive  indulgence,  become  the  subjects  of  hernia. 
Women,  in  a state  of  pregnancy,  are  liable  to  hernia,  though 
more  frequently  to  umbilical  than  inguinal  hernia.  Tlie  in- 
testines are  forced  by  the  uterus  as  it  ascends  from  the  pelvis 
to  the  upper  part  of  the  abdomen  into  a very  small  space,  and 
in  this  manner  protrusion  sometimes  takes  place.  The  hernia 
is  sometimes  situated  in  the  thigh,  and  sometimes  in  the 
groin  ; but  it  may  be  said  to  arise  less  frequently  from  gesta- 
tion than  from  other  causes.  Hernia  is  very  commonly  pro- 
duced by  the  increased  action  of  the  abdominal  muscles,  in 
consequence  of  some  effort  disproportioned  to  the  strength  of 
the  person  using  it.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  we  find  hernia 
so  much  more  frequently  on  the  right  than  on  the  left  side, 
because  we  generally  prefer  the  right  side  in  making  any  extra- 
ordinary exertion,  and  the  effort  made  by  the  muscles  is  conse- 
quently in  that  direction.  The  proportion  of  hernias  on  the 
right  to  those  on  the  left  side  is  about  sixty-five  to  thirty-five. 
Another  frequent  cause  of  hernia  is  relaxation.  Persons  ad- 
vanced in  years,  are  often  the  subjects  of  hernia,  in  consequence 
of  relaxation  of  body.  At  the  time  I was  endeavouring  to  learn 
as  many  facts  as  possible  connected  with  this  subject,  I ex- 
amined most  of  the  bodies  brought  to  the  dissecting  rooms  in 
these  hospitals,  and  found  that  a large  proportion  of  old  persons 
in  this  town,  who  were  under  the  necessity  of  using  bodily 
exertion,  were  subjects  of  liernia.  It  was  in  some  cases  uece.ssary 
to  examine  these  subjects  with  considerable  care  before  the 
hernia  could  be  detected  ; but,  upon  minute  examination,  in 
the  course  of  the  inguinal  canal  or  thigh,  I found  that  old  per- 
sons were  very  generally  the  subjects  of  inguinal  or  femoral, 
and  sometimes  of  umbilical  hernia.  Persons  who  reside  in  the 
country,  or  who  do  not  exert  themselves  in  age,  are  much  less 
subject  to  this  complaint.  It  is  said  that  in  this  town  one  person 
in  nine  is  the  subject  of  hernia  ; I do  not  think  the  proportion 
so  large ; but  I should  say  that  in  this  town,  which  is  favourable 
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to  the  prodactlon  of  the  complaint,  from  the  bad  state  of  the 
atmosphere,  and  the  relaxation  of  body  produced  by  it,  the 
proportion  of  persons  affected  with  hernia  is  about  one  in 
fifteen.  Heat  may  be  also  considered  as  a cause  of  hernia,  from 
its  producing  relaxation  of  the  abdominal  parietes.  Tims  [ler- 
sons  in  warm  climates,  who  use  much  exertion,  are  very  subject 
to  it.  The  people  of  France  are  much  more  frequently  the 
subjects  of  hernia  than  the  English.  When  I first  entered  the 
H6tel-Dieu,  at  Paris,  I saw  a man  carried  up  the  staircase  on 
a sort  of  bier  which  they  use  for  the  sick,  with  strangulated 
hernia  ; and  I was  afterwards  informed  that  Desault  had  that 
day  operated,  at  the  Hfitel-Uieu,  on  another  case  of  strangulated 
hernia.  This  circumstance  might  have  been  accidental ; but  the 
fact  is,  that  hernia  is  much  more  common  in  France  than  in 
our  own  country.  This  may  arise  from  the  great  activity  of  that 
people,  and,  in  some  degree,  from  the  warmth  of  the  climate. 
Persons  recovering  from  fevers,  who  are  much  reduced  in 
strength,  are  extremely  liable  to  hernia  from  any  increased 
bodily  exertion,  such  as  riding  on  horseback.  Certain  positions 
of  the  body  dispose  to  the  production  of  this  complaint;  such 
as  the  stooping  position  in  lifting  lieavy  weights  from  the 
ground.  If  the  person  using  such  exertions  is  in  a relaxed 
state  of  body,  hernia  is  very  often  the  result. 

On  the  Treatment  of  IIeuucible  Hernia. 

With  respect  to  the  treatment  of  this  complaint,  gentlemen, 
it  is  only  necessary  to  say,  that  a person  who  has  a hernia,  and 
does  not  wear  a ti  uss,  is  never  for  a moment  safe.  The  danger 
of  the  hernia  is  greater  in  proportion  to  the  smallness  of  its 
size.  If  the  hernia  be  large,  it  is  more  readily  returned  into  the 
abdomen  : it  is  rarely  strangulated  ; and  if  strangulated,  it  is 
more  easily  reducible.  If  the  hernia  be  vei  y small,  the  liiig 
through  which  it  passes  being  extremely  narrow,  the  protruded 
parts  are  very  tightly  embraced,  the  hernia  is  very  liable  to 
strangulation,  and  in  this  state  is  rarely  reducible.  The  danger 
of  hernia  is,  therefore,  in  the  inverse  l atio  to  its  size  ; and  if  a 
person  shoidd  say  to  you,  “ I have  got  a small  hernia,  but  I 
do  not  think  it  of  any  con.scquence,”  desire  him  to  wear  a 
truss  ; and  tell  him  the  smaller  the  hernia  the  more  necessary 
it  i.s  tliat  he  should  wear  one. 

Various  kinds  of  trusses,  some  of  them  very  ingenious,  have 
been  invented  at  different  periods  ; they  may  all,  however,  be 
reduced  to  four. 

The  common  truss  is  a very  good  one,  and  is,  perhaps,  a 
little  too  much  despised  because  it  is  old.  This  truss,  in  general, 
answers  the  purpose  extremely  well : it  does  not  reijiiire  .an 
understra]) ; and  it  has  this  advantage,  that  it  may  be  worn  in 
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the  night  as  well  as  timing  the  day.  The  mode  of  its  application 
is,  merely  to  place  it  on  the  side"  of  the  hernia,  and  bring  it 
round  the  body  ; and  if  you  use  an  understrap,  this  should  be 
brought  between  the  thighs.  (The  learned  lecturer  exhibited 
to  the  class  the  mode  of  applyiim  this  and  the  other  species  of 
trusses) . I do  not  know  whether  I may  not  have  a little  affection 
for  this  kind  of  truss  ; for,  to  say  the  truth,  when  I was  about 
sLxteen  or  seventeen  years  of  age,  upon  hearing  a lecture  on 
hernia  in  this  theatre,  I discovered  that  J was  myself  the  sub- 
ject of  that  complaint.  As  soon  as  I felt  satisfied  of  this  fact, 
I could  attend  to  no  more  of  the  lecture;  but  I went  home, 
threw  myself  on  the  bed,  kept  my  legs  elevated  against  the 
bed-posts,  and  remained  in  that  position  till  Mr.  Cline  re- 
turned. {A  lattgh.)  1 had  requested  to  see  him  the  moment  he 
entered  ; and  as  soon  as  I saw  him  I told  him  that  I had  had 
a swelling  for  some  time,  which,  after  hearing  the  lecture  that 
night,  1 was  sure  was  a hernia.  Mr.  Cline  laughed,  gave  me 
a common  truss  of  this  description,  wliich  1 wore  for  three 
years  ; at  the  expiration  of  which  time  I had  not  the  slightest 
appearance  of  hernia.  I would  not,  however,  leave  the  truss 
off,  but  I continued  to  wear  it  for  two  years  longer,  and,  from 
that  time  up  to  the  present  moment,  1 have  never  had  the 
least  appearance  of  the  comi)laint.  'J'he  circumstance  to 
which  1 allude  may,  perhaps,  have  given  me  a greater  inclina- 
tion to  attend  to  this  disease,  and  to  investigate  all  the  facts 
connected  with  it. 

Of  late  years  many  improvements  have  been  made  in  trusses. 
Here  is  a spring-truss  (exhibiting  it  to  the  class),  invented  by 
Mr.  Egg,  which  docs  not  require  any  string,  but  is  merely  put 
round  the  body.  This  truss  answers  the  purpose  extremely 
well,  and  may  be  worn  by  night  as  well  as  by  day. 

A most  ingenious  truss,  which  has  now  come  into  general 
use,  was  invented  some  years  ago  by  .Air.  Salmon,  a gentlemati 
to  whom  the  profession  is  indebted  for  many  other  ingenious 
inventions. 

This  truss,  of  which  the  principle  is  entirely  new,  is  very 
easily  applied,  and  may  be  very  conveniently  worn.  One  pad 
is  placed  upon  the  inguinal  canal,  on  the  side  of  the  hernia, 
and  the  other  pad  on  the  base  of  the  os  sacrum.  This  truss 
is  not  liable  to  shift  its  place,  and  is  now  in  very  general  use 
for  incipient  hernias,  or  hernias  which  are  difficult  to  keep 
supported,  'riiere  is,  however,  one  objection  to  this  tiuss, 
and  that  is,  that  it  cannot  be  worn  during  the  night,  which  is 
necessary  to  produce  a cure  of  hernia.  1-  am  aware  that  some 
persons  say,  it  is  of  no  consequence  whether  the  patient  wear 
a truss  or  not,  when  he  is  in  a recumbent  posture,  but  I do 
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not  agree  in  this  opinion.  Unless  a constant  pressure  be 
kept  up  on  the  inguinal  canal,  adhesion  of  the  sides  of  the 
sac  will  not  be  produced.  Besiiles,  if  the  person  cough  in 
the  night,  or  get  out  of  bed  to  make  water,  the  hernia  is  liable 
to  descend,  and  if  this  should  happen,  though  he  may  have 
worn  the  truss  steadily  for  twelve  months  before,  he  must 
begin  to  date  his  cure  from  the  last  time  at  which  the  hernia 
descends. 

For  this  reason  I recommended  the  contrivance  of  a truss 
of  this  kind,  which  might  be  worn  equally  well  night  and  day, 
and  Mr.  Ody,  the  successor  of  Mr.  Salmon,  has  invented  a 
truss  of  this  description.  (The  learned  lecturer  e.xhibited 
one  of  IMr.  Ody’s  trusses  to  the  class.)  'I’his  truss  answers 
extremely  well  in  all  cases,  except  one.  It  sometimes  happens 
that  you  meet  with  a hernia  which  you  find  it  exceedingly 
difficult  to  su[)port,  and  in  which  none  of  the  varieties  of 
spring  trusses  will  succeed. 

Some  years  ago,  when  1 lived  in  the  city,  an  elderly  gentle- 
man came  to  me  with  a hernia  which  could  not  be  supi)orted 
by  any  of  the  trusses  commonly  employed.  It  struck  me  that 
a man  named  Goldfinch  had  taken  out  a jtatent  for  a truss, 
which,  as  you  see,  (the  learned  professor  exhibited  one  of  the 
trusses)  is  a simple  leathern  belt,  with  springs  of  twisted 
wire.  I sent  for  one  of  these  trusses,  and  it  succeeded  com- 
pletely in  keeping  in  the  abdomen  a hernia  for  which  every 
other  truss  had  been  tried  unsuccessfully. 

A person  in  Kent,  who  had  himself  taken  out  a patent  for 
a truss,  was  the  subject  of  hernia.  He  tried  a great  variety 
of  tru.sses,  but  could  not  succeed  in  keeping  his  hernia  in  the 
abdomen.  i\lr.  Edwards  sent  this  peison  to  me,  and  I ad- 
vised him  (0  try  one  of  these  trusses,  which  proved  successful. 

The  contrivance  and  the  mode  of  applying  the  truss  are  ex- 
tremely simple.  You  i)lace  the  pad  on  the  hernia,  pass  the 
band  round  the  abdomen,  and  fasten  it  on  the  pad  ; another 
pad  goes  round  the  inside  of  the  thigh,  and  is  fastened  on  the 
sante  pad.  By  this  simple  contrivance,  the  worst  hernia,  if 
reducible,  may  be  supported. 

You  will  be  asked  by  the  patient  when  you  have  applied  the 
truss,  how  long  he  is  to  wear  it ; tell  him  to  \ycar  it  at  least 
two  years.  He  will  then  ask  you  whether  he  is  likely  to  bo 
cured  at  the  end  of  that  time ; your  answer  mu.st  bo,  that 
this  will  depend  u|)on  his  age. 

A young  person  is  generally  cured  at  the  end  of  two  years, 
but  it  will  be  advisable  that  he  should  continue  to  wear  the 
truss  for  three  years.  If  the  person  be  not  young,  there  is  not 
much  hope  of  effecting  the  cure  of  hernia  by  wearing  a truss. 
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Even  in  tliese  cases,  however,  a grailual  diminution,  and 
sometimes  a reduction,  of  tlie  hernia  is  etfected  by  the  wearing 
of  a truss. 

Mr.  Gaitskcll  sent  me  an  eldeily  patient  with  stranguiated 
liernia,  which  was  situated  above  the  abdominal  ring,  and  was 
extremely  small.  This  patient  told  me  that  the  hernia  was 
formerly  so  large  that  it  was  in  his  purse,  meaning  that  it  had 
descended  into  the  scrotum  ; but  that  he  had  worn  a truss  for 
a number  of  years,  .and  that  it  load  become  gradu.ally  reduced 
ill  size.  'I'his  hiyaiia  was  eventually  reduced,  though  with 
great  difliculty.  In  general,  if  the  patient’s  age  exceed  forty 
years,  I do  not  promise  a cure  by  wearing  a truss. 

When  a truss  has  been  worn  for  some  time,  the  effect  upon 
the  hernial  sac  is,  that  it  falls  into  folds  by  the  action  of  the 
cremaster,  resembling  the  appearance  of  the  stomach  after 
death,  when  it  has  undergone  contraction.  Here  is  a speci- 
men on  the  table,  which  will  show  you  this  effect  of  the  truss 
upon  the  hernial  sac.  It  sometimes  ha|)pens,  when  a hernia 
is  cured  by  the  wearing  of  a truss,  that  water  forms  beneath 
the  |)art  at  which  adhesion  takes  place,  producing  hydrocele  of 
a particular  kind.  The  fluid  iu  this  case  is  clear  as  water,  and 
has  not  the  common  character  of  serum. 

Of  liiKEUuciBLE  Hernia. 

Hernia  becomes  irreducible  from  various  causes  ; the  most 
common  cause  is,  the  adhesion  of  omeutum  or  intestine  to 
the  interior  of  the  hernial  bag. 

Here  is  a preparation,  showing  how  completely  a hernia  is 
rendered  irreducible  by  the  adhesion  of  omentum  to  the  in- 
terior of  the  sac.  A second  cause  is  the  growth  of  omentum 
or  mesentery,  without  adhesion,  from  the  accumulation  of 
adeps,  which  renders  it  impo.ssible  to  return  the  hernia  into 
the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  A third  cause  is  the  formation  of 
a membranous  band,  produced  by  inflammation  across  the 
sac,  by  which  the  omentum  and  intestine  become  entangled, 
and  the  return  of  the  protruded  parts  is  prevented. 

Of  the  Treatment  of  Irreducible  Hernia. 

With  respect  to  the  treatment  of  irreducible  scrotal  hernia, 
you  must  advise  the  patient  to  wear  a simple  suspensory  ban- 
dage, without  which  he  would  be  exposed  to  considerable 
danger,  from  the  possibility  of  the  hernia  bursting,  if  he 
.should  receive  a blow  on  the  jiart,  Mr.  Norris  had  a patient 
whose  hernia  suddenly  burst,  in  consequence  of  his  striking 
his  scrotum  against  a post,  whilst  he  was  walking  in  the 
streets  of  London.  ’I'he  hernia  was  returned,  but  the  patient 
soon  died.  1 knew  a man  with  ircducible  hernia,  who  met 
with  a similar  accident.  In  consequence  of  his  falling  from  a 
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ladder  upon  the  edge  of  a pail.  The  omentum  could  not  be 
returned  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  and  it  was  foniid, 
upon  examination  of  the  body  after  death,  that  the  intestines 
were  wounded. 

A patient  %vith  irreducible  hernia  is  always  exposed  to  con- 
siderable danger  from  blows  which  he  may  receive.  If  the 
hernia  burst,  the  intestine  may  be  returned  into  the  abdomen, 
but  the  omentum  in  general  cannot  be  returned. 

When  a hernia  is  rendered  irreducible  by  the  gj'owth  of  the 
me.sentery  or  omentum,  there  is  no  doubt  that  a patient  may 
be  relieved  by  abstinence  in  diet,  and  by  taking  such  means  as 
are  calculated  to  reduce  the  bulk.  Few  patients,  however,  ean 
be  induced  to  observe  such  a degree  of  abstinence  as  may  lead 
to  the  absorption  of  a considerable  quantity  of  adeps,  but  the 
effects  which  disease  produces  upon  hernia,  by  reducing  the 
bulk  of  the  patient,  prove  that  benefit  would  arise  from  adop- 
ing  a plan  of  abstinence.  A man,  who  had  water  in  his  chest, 
came  to  town  in  consequence  of  an  irreducible  hernia,  which 
he  found  extremely  troublesome.  When  I visited  him,  he  told 
me  that  his  hernia  had  never  disturbed  him  until  of  late,  when 
he  had  been  troubled  by  a severe  cough.  He  had  at  this  time 
swellings  in  the  legs,  and  other  symptoms  of  water  on  the 
chest.  He  became  very  much  reduced  by  this  disease,  and 
the  hernia  which  was  previously  irreducible  became  reducible, 
and  was  readily  returned  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  in 
consequence  of  the  absorption  of  fatty  matter  in  the  omentum 
and  mesentery,  by  the  effects  of  this  disease. 

If  the  hernia  is  rendered  irreducible,  in  consequence  of  the 
formation  of  a membranous  band  across  the  sac,  you  cannot 
depend  upon  any  plan  to  effect  its  reduction.  The  long-con- 
tinued application  of  cold  will  sometimes  effect  reduction. 

A gentleman  in  the  profession,  from  Edinburgh,  who  was 
going  out  to  a situation  in  India,  after  travelling  all  night  in 
the  mail  to  London,  was  unable  to  return  his  hernia  into  the 
abdomen.  He  was  quite  free  from  pain,  and  there  was  no 
gurgling  noise  indicating  the  presence  of  intestine.  I told  him, 
therefore,  that  I did  not  think  it  of  much  consequence,  but 
that  he  should  make  pressure  upon  it  by  wearing  a truss.  He 
was  unwilling,  however,  to  go  out  to  India  with  his  heriiia  for 
a companion  ; under  these  circumstances  1 told  him  1 did  not 
exactly  know  what  to  recommend,  but  that  I W'ould  advise  him 
to  place  himself  in  a recumbent  posture,  and  apply  ice  to  the 
scrotum  regularly  every  day  ; by  this  means  a reduction  of  its 
bulk  was  at  length,  though  very  gradually,  effected,  so  that  the 
hernia  could  be  returned  into  the  abdomen. 

In  those  ca.ses  in  which  the  hernia  is  very  large  and  irre- 
ducible, the  best  plan  is  to  advise  the  patient  to  wear  a laced 
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suspensory  bag,  which,  by  its  pressure  on  the  scrotum,  will  not 
only  prevent  the  hernia  from  increasing,  but  will  diminish  its 
size  by  absorption.  In  this  manner  a bulky  hernia  may  be 
rendered  much  less  inconvenient  to  the  patient.  This,  gentle- 
men, is  all  I have  to  communicate  to  you  on  the  subject  of 
irreducible  hernia. 

With  respect  to  wearing  a truss  in  this  state  of  hernia,  if 
the  patient  should  feel  any  pain,  it  will  not  be  advisable.  If  a 
truss  be  worn  in  irreducible  hernia,  the  spring  should  be  very 
slight,  so  as  to  occasion  no  pain  ; otherwise  there  will  be 
danger  of  strangulation. 

Strangulated  Hernia. 

I shall  now  proceed  to  consider  the  symptoms  and  treatment 
of  strangulated  hernia. 

A hernia  is  said  to  be  strangulated,  when  it  is  not  only  con- 
fined within  the  part  into  which  it  has  descended,  but  when 
it  is  so  much  compressed  by  the  narrow  part  through  which 
it  has  passed,  that  the  circulation  in  the  intestine  or  omentum 
which  has  descended  is  in  a great  degree  stopped.  Some  por- 
tion of  blood  is  still  capable  of  being  carried  to  the  part  by  the 
arteries,  but  it  cannot  be  returned  by  the  veins.  It  is  a mis- 
take to  suppose  that  the  hernia  is  merely  incarcerated  ; it  is 
not  only  incarcerated,  but  it  is  so  constringed  by  the  narrow 
orifice  through  which  it  has  passed,  that  the  circulation  in  the 
intestine  or  omentum  is  in  a great  degree  impeded. 

With  respect  to  the  symptoms  which  accompany  strangu- 
lated hernia,  the  patient  first  complains  of  pain  about  the 
region  of  the  diaphragm.  He  will  describe  the  sensation  to  be 
as  if  he  felt  a cord  bound  tightly  round  the  upper  part  of  the 
stomach.  The  next  symptom  is  constant  eructation  owing  to 
the  great  quantity  of  air  arising  from  the  intestines  to  the  sto- 
mach. The  patient  is  next  troubled  with  vomiting  accom- 
panied with  costiveness.  He  has  a great  disposition  to  have 
motions,  but  cannot  succeed  in  his  attempts  to  expel  the  faeces. 
There  is  some  pain  in  the  swelling,  and  a good  deal  at  the 
part  where  the  stricture  is  situated. 

These  symptoms  attend  the  first  dawn  of  strangulation. 
The  abdomen  afterwards  becomes  considerably  distended  with 
air,  not  at  first  from  inflammation,  but  in  consequence  of  the 
accumulation  of  flatus  in  the  intestines.  This  is  evident,  be- 
cause the  patient  does  not  at  first  complain  of  pain  on  pressure 
of  the  abdomen. 

The  vomiting  becomes  more  frequent,  and  feculent  matter 
is  ejected  from  the  stomach ; 1 am  aware  it  has  been  said 
that  this  is  impossible  ; but  really,  gentlemen,  one  can  hardly 
hear  this  fact  denied,  and  preserve  one’s  patience. 

The  contents  of  the  intestines  thrown  up  from  the  stomach 
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have  the  conniion  smell  of  faeces,  and  most  of  yon  are  aware 
that  the  contents  of  the  intestines  do  not  acquire  the  smell 
peculiar  to  faeces  until  they  have  passed  the  valve  of  the  ilium. 
The  matter  thrown  up  from  the  stomach  has  not  only  the  soli- 
dity of  faeces,  but  the  smell  peculiar  to  them ; and  any  man 
who  denies  that  it  is  feculent  matter  must  really  resist  the 
evidence  of  his  senses.  The  fact  is,  that  as  soon  as  a hernia 
becomes  strangulated,  inversion  of  the  peristaltic  motion  of 
the  intestines  begins. 

If  any  of  you  have  not  witnessed  the  peristaltic  motion  of 
the  intestines,  I advise  you  to  get  a rabbit,  strike  it  on  the 
back  of  the  head,  and  immediately  open  its  abdomen,  in  order 
to  see  the  peristaltic  motion  of  the  intestines.  No  man  ought 
to  practise  his  profession  without  knowing  accurately  the 
nature  of  the  peristaltic  motion  of  the  intestines. 

Well,  gentlemen,  as  soon  as  any  portion  of  the  intestines 
is  strangulated,  the  anti-peristaltic  motion  begins  ; the  valve 
of  the  ilium  is  of  no  use,  and  the  action  of  the  intestines  be- 
comes retrograde.  Hence  the  patient  loses  the  power  of  dis- 
charging the  faeces,  and  they  are  thrown  up  in  the  action  of 
vomiting,  A clyster  will  sometimes  bring  away  a ])ortion  of 
feculent  matter,  but  the  quantity  will  be  extremely  small. 
During  the  time  that  the  abdomen  is  in  this  tense  state,  but 
unaccompanied  with  pain,  and  while  there  is  frequent  vomit- 
ing of  the  faeces,  the  pulse  is  hard,  frequent,  and  very  distinct; 
but  in  the  next  stage  of  symptoms,  when  thej  abdomen  is  not 
only  tense  but  painful  to  the  touch,  you  will  find  the  pulse 
extremely  small  and  frequent ; so  small  that  it  can  scarcely  be 
felt ; so  frequent  that  it  can  hardly  be  counted.  The  vomit- 
ing and  eructations  continue,  and  the  patient  is  pale,  and 
covered  with  a cold  perspiration.  The  tumour  becomes  very 
tense,  hard,  and,  in  general,  a little  inflamed  on  the  surface  of 
the  skin. 

A person  unaccustomed  to  observe  the  symptoms  of  stran- 
gulated hernia,  when  he  felt  the  pulse  of  the  patient,  and  pei‘- 
ceived  symptoms  of  peritoneal  inflammation,  in  the  tender- 
ness of  the  abdomen  upon  pressure,  would  say,_that  blood 
ought  not  to  be  taken  in  such  a case,  and  that  if  it  were,  the 
patient  would  be  destroyed. 

Gentlemen,  the  reverse  of  this  is  the  truth  ; you  must  not 
be  deterred  by  these  symptoms  from  taking  away  blood  in 
considerable  quantities.  The  strength  of  the  patient’s  pulse 
'vill  be  increased  instead  of  being  dimini.shed  by  tliis  course, 
and  in  proportion  as  he  is  young  and  athletic,  a larger  quan- 
tity of  blood  must  be  taken  away. 

The  next  change  in  the  symptoms  of  strangulated  hernia 
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ii3,  that  in  addition  to  the  vomiting-,  which  is  not  less  fre- 
(inent,  hiccough  supervenes. 

Hiccough  was  formerly  considered  to  be  a sign  of  the  pre- 
sence of  gangrene,  but  it  is  now  known  not  to  be  so.  Pa- 
tients have  had  hiccough  for  many  hours,  and  liave  recovered 
after  the  operation  for  strangulated  hernia.  After  the  appear- 
ance of  hiccough,  you  may  prevent  gangrene  by  bleeding,  and 
using  other  means  for  reducing  the  patient.  The  hiccough 
will  sometimes  remain  for  several  days  after  the  operation, 
and,  in  this  case,' bleeding  will  relieve  the  patient  more  than 
any  thing  else. 

When  gangrene  has  actually  taken  place,  the  patient  will 
tell  you  that  he  has  got  rid  of  all  his  pain,  and  that  he  feels 
a great  deal  better ; but  if  you  put  your  hand  on  his  abdomen 
you  will  find  it  still  tense  and  tender;  his  pulse  will  be  inter- 
mitting, small,  and  irregular,  and  the  swelling  svill  feel  tense 
and  somewhat  emphysematous. 

In  this  state  it  sometimes  happens  that  the  hernia,  by  a little 
pressure  may  be  returned  into  the  abdomen,  in  consequence 
of  the  great  relaxation  of  the  surrounding  parts  from  the 
effects  of  gangrene.  Death,  however,  is  close  at  hand. 

1 saw  a man  in  this  state  at  the  other  hospital,  who  de- 
clared that  he  was  a great  deal  better,  and  begged  to  have  a 
little  small  beer.  J desired  the  sister  to  give  him  some,  and 
while  he  was  in  the  act  of  elevating  himself  in  bed  to  drink  it, 
he  fell  back  and  expired.  Be  upon  your  guard,  therefore, 
against  encouraging  the  friends  of  a patient  under  such  cir- 
cumstances. Many  a professional  man  has  injured  his  repu- 
tation by  holding  out  hopes  of  recovery  from  these  delusive 
appearances,  when,  in  fact,  death  is  on  the  very  point  of  chis- 
ing  the  sufferings  of  the  patient. 


LECTURE  XXVIL 

Appearances  on  Dissection  in  Hernia. 

Upon  dissecting  a person  who  has  died  of  strangulated  hernia, 
you  will  find  a considerable  effusion  of  lymph  in  the  cellu- 
lar tissue  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  hernial  sac  ; and  if 
gangrene  had  taken  place,  the  parts  will  be  found  emphyse- 
matous; and  wherever  you  press  with  the  finger  the  impres- 
sion will  remain,  that  is,  that  part  will  pit.  When  you  open 
the  hernial  sac,  there  will  immediately  escape  a considerable 
(piantity  of  serum  ; however,  I ought  to  state,  that  the  quan- 
tity of  this  fluid  depends  upon  the  nature  of  the  hernia ; tlic 
principle  is  this  — if  it  be  an  omental  hernia,  there  will  be  but 


ON  HERNIA. 


213 


little— if  it  be  intestinal  hernia,  then  a considerable  portion 
will  be  present.  The  omentum  undergoes  a considerable 
change  in  its  colour,  being  much  darker  than  natural, 
owing  to  its  vessels  being  filled  with  coagulated  blood — it 
will  likewise  have  an  offensive  smell,  and  if  gangrenous, 
the  smell  will  be  highly  putrefactive — its  texture  also  be- 
comes very  much  altered,  not  being  so  solid  as  before  death, 
having  a crackling  feel,  as  if  it  contained  water  or  air,  and 
easily  breaking  by  the  employment  of  the  slightest  force. 
Behind  the  omentum  wdll  be  seen  the  intestine  (if  both  are  in 
the  sac),  having  upon  its  surface  a peel  of  adhesive  matter  ; 
therefore,  before  you  touch  the  intestine,  you  come  to  a layer 
of  adhesive  matter,  with  the  nature  of  which  you  must  all  of 
you  by  this  time  be  well  acquainted — this  adhesive  matter 
glues  together  such  portions  of  the  intestine  as  happen  to  be 
in  contact.  The  intestine  w'ill  be  found  of  a very  dark  colour, 
if  it  be  not  gangrenous,  for  that  is  not  the  character  of  gan- 
grene ; and  when  you  are  operating  for  strangulated  hernia, 
if  you  should  find  the  intestine  as  dark  as  red  wine,  still  you 
would  be  justified  in  returning  it  into  the  abdomen,  for  when 
it  is  gangrenous,  its  appearance  is  very  different,  having  upon 
its  surface  a number  of  green  spots — not  green  at  every  part, 
but  green  spots  interspersed  here  and  there  over  the  whole 
surface. 

Persons,  therefore,  acquainted  with  the  diagnoses  of  this 
disease  look  for  small  green  which  readily  yield  and  give 
way  to  pressure  by  the  finger.  The  very  dark  intestine  is  not 
in  a gangrenous  state,  but  in  a different  condition.  In  common 
inflaminalion  of  an  intestine,  then,  its  appearance  is  florid — 
but  not  so  in  inflammation  of  a strangulated  intestine  contained 
in  a hernial  sac  ; here  it  is  rendered  exceedingly  dark,  owing 
to  the  interruption  of  the  return  of  blood,  occasioned  by  the 
stricture.  The  general  character  of  parts  in  a gangrenous  state 
is,  their  being  inelastic,  and  readily  yielding  to  pressure.  Well, 
then,  continuing  the  examination — as  soon  as  you  cut  into  the 
cavity  of  the  abdomen  there  will  burst  forth  a considerable 
quantity  of  gas,  and  the  intestines  within  the  abdomen,  wher- 
ever they  are  found  in  contact,  will  be  seen  having  upon  them 
a red  line,  which  red  line  will  only  be  perceptible  in  those  si- 
tuations where  the  different  convolutions  touch  each  other  ; 
such,  then,  are  the  api)earance8  discovered  upon  dissection  of 
those  who  die  of  strangulated  hernia.  The  next  circumstance 
to  look  for  is  the  scat  of  stricture  ; this  is  sometimes  found  at 
tlie  abdominal  ring,  but  not  generally,  except  in  old  herniaj. 

It  is  fpiite  an  erroneous  opinion  to  sujjpose  that  the  stricture 
is  usually  situated  at  the  ring  ; even  the  apprentices  of  these 
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hospitals  can  tell  yon  the  contrary,  and  certainly  it  is  not 
situated  there  in  one  case  out  of  five,  excepting,  as  I before 
remarked,  in  very  large  and  old  hernia.  Those  surgeons,  there- 
fore, who  believe  that  the  stricture  in  strangulated  hernia  is 
situated  at  the  abdominal  ring  are  quite  unequal  in  point  of 
surgical  knowledge  to  tlie  performance  of  this  operation. 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  ransack  the  graves  of  those  who  have 
been  destroyed  by  surgeons,  who  suppose  that  the  abdominal 
ring  is  the  only  situation  at  which  stricture  occurs.  He,  there- 
fore, who  goes  tojhe  operation  with  a belief  that  he  shall  find 
the  stricture  at  the  ring,  and  that  it  is  not  to  be  found  at  any 
other  situation,  is  most  lamentably  ignorant  of  the  true  nature 
of  this  disease.  In  large  old  hernia2,  the  stricture  certainly 
generally  happens  at  the  abdominal  ring ; but  in  recent  her- 
niaj,  and  those  of  a smaller  size,  it  usually  occurs  above  it,  as 
I shall  presently  explain  to  you. 

Well,  then,  where  is  the  stricture  commonly  situated  in 
strangulated  inguinal  hernia?  Why,  I will  tell  you  gentlemen, 
opposite  the  tendon  of  the  transversalis  muscle,  which  circum- 
stance is  often  produced  in  consequence  of  the  thickening  of 
the  hernial  sac,  from  the  pressure  of  a truss.  Sometimes  the 
stricture  is  an  inch  above  the  abdominal  ring  ; at  others,  when 
the  hernia  is  very  large,  at  the  ring.  But  when  the  hernia  is 
very  small,  the  stricture  is  often  two  inches  above  the  ring. 
And  it  is  owing  to  this  circumstance  that  the  finger  is  often 
lost  in  oblique  inguinal  hernia  before  the  stricture  can  be  felt, 
so  far  above  the  ring  is  it  situated.  Sometimes  the  fiuger  feels 
the  stricture  an  inch  above  the  ring,  at  others  an  inch  and  a 
half,  or  even  two  inches — and  in  each  of  these  situations  it  is 
very  common.  The  third  place  in  which  the  stricture  is  found 
is  at  the  neck  of  the  hernial  sac,  in  consequence  of  a membra- 
nous band  crossing  it  at  that  part. 

The  following  case  will  illustrate  this  most  clearly  : a man 
was  admitted  into  this  hospital  having  strangulated  hernia ; 
after  the  ordinary  means  for  reducing  it  had  been  used  with- 
out success,  it  was  determined  to  perform  the  operation  ; the 
finger,  after  the  first  division  of  the  supposed  stricture,  could 
be  freely  admitted  within  the  ring,  yet  the  intestines  could  not 
be  returned  into  the  abdomen  ; the  opening  was  enlarged,  and 
the  finger  again  introduced,  the  intestine  was  again  attempted 
to  be  returned,  and  the  surgeon,  after  some  difficulty,  succeed- 
ed in  forcing  it  out  of  sight ; as  it  was  no  longer  to  be  seen, 
he  in  all  |)robability  thought  it  out  of  jeopardy,  and  the  patient 
was  sent  to  his  bed.  The  following  day,  when  the  dresser 
went  to  see  this  man,  he  found  a portion  of  intestine  protrud- 
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ing  ; this  was  allowed  to  remain — it  soon  began  to  slough, 
which,  day  after  day,  continued  to  increase  until  he  died. 
Upon  examination  it  was  found  that  there  was  a membranous 
band  crossing  the  neck  of  the  hernial  sac — the  surgeon,  there- 
fore, in  attempting  to  return  the  intestine,  had  doubled  it  over 
this  baud,  consequently  the  cause  of  strangulation  was  never 
removed  ; here  (holding  up  a preparation)  gentlemen,  you 
have  an  opportunity  of  observing  the  sac  and  band  of  which  I 
have  just  been  speaking ; and  you  now  see  tlie  intestine  still 
in  a strangulated  state.  It  is  not,  therefore,  sufficient  to  divide 
the  stricture ; but  before  the  operation  can  be  complete,  you 
must  be  satisfied  that  the  cause  of  strangulation  is  likewise  re- 
moved, and  that  the  intestine  has  been  decidedly  returned 
within  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen. 

Another  cause  of  strangulation,  gentlemen,  arises  from  a 
portion  of  intestine  being  occasionally  entangled  in  a part  of 
the  omentum.  I saw  a case  of  this  kind  in  a patient  under 
the  care  of  Mr.  Pew,  of  Fenchurch-street ; after  having  di- 
vided the  stricture,  1 was  obliged,  as  it  were,  to  unravel  the 
intestine  from  the  omentum,  and  even  tore  through  a part  of 
the  omentum,  before  I was  enabled  to  remove  the  cause  of 
strangulation. 

There  are /our  situations  in  which  the  slricture  is  to  be  met 
with.  At  the  abdominal  ring  in  large  and  old  hernia  ; in  or- 
dinary cases,  an  inch  and  a half  or  two  inches  above  the  abdo- 
minal ring,  according  to  the  size  of  tlie  hernia  ; the  stricture 
is  sometimes,  but  rarely,  occasioned  by  a membranous  band 
across  the  sac  ; or  by  a portion  of  omentum  becoming  entan- 
gled with  the  intestine.  Knowing  tiiese  facts,  you  will  be 
\ able  to  contend  with  whatever  appearances  you  may  meet  with 
in  cases  for  which  you  are  required  to  operate. 

You  will  be  asked,  gentlemen,  wliat  is  the  cause  of  strangu- 
lation in  intestinal  hernia.’  It  will  not  be  a sufficient  answer 
to  say,  tliat  a portion  of  intestine  has  descended  into  the  sac  ; 
because  it  often  happens  that  strangulation  is  produced,  although 
only  a single  convolution  has  descended,  and  this  convolution 
being  elongated,  does  not  occupy  any  additional  space  in  the 
mouth  of  the  hernia.  'Fhe  fact  is,  that  the  additional  |)ortion 
of  intestine,  though  it  consist  only  of  a single  volume,  brings 
down  with  it  a portion  of  mesentery,  which,  added  to  the  piece 
of  intestine  previously  descended,  so  comidetely  occupies  the 
space  of  the  opening  as  to  produce  the  symptoms  of  strangu- 
lation. This  is  the  reason  why  hernia  often  becomes  stran- 
gulated in  consequence  of  very  slight  efforts  ; in  lifting  a weight 
a small  portion  of  intestine  may  descend,  and  this,  bringing 
with  it  a portion  of  mesentery,  produces  strangulation.  In 
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omental  hernia  you  will  readily  understand  how  strangulation 
is  produced,  because  any  portion  of  omentum  which  descends 
must  occupy  an  additional  space. 

Of  the  Treatiment  of  Strangulated  Hernia. 

When  a person  has  strangulated  hernia  he  has  no  hope  of 
safety  but  in  returning  the  intestine  into  the  cavity  of  the  ab- 
domen ; this,  therefore,  must  be  your  first  object,  except  in 
one  or  two  cases,  which  1 shall  hereafter  have  occasion  to 
mention.  In  order  to  effect  this  object  of  returning  tlie  hernia 
into  the  cavity  ofi  the  abdomen,  you  are  to  employ  what  is 
called  the  ta.vis. 

The  taxis  is  a particular  kind  of  pressure  on  the  hernia, 
which  is  to  be  performed  in  the  following  manner  ; — You  are 
to  embrace  the  lower  part  of  the  hernia  with  your  hand,  ele- 
vate it  gently,  and  push  it  towards  the  abdominal  ring  ; having 
done  this  with  one  hand,  you  are  to  put  the  finger  and  thumb 
of  the  other  on  the  part  just  above  the  abdominal  ring,  and 
knead  it  gently  by  a successive  motion  of  the  finger  and 
thumb,  until  you  at  last  obtain  a passage  for  a small  portion 
of  intestine  or  omentum  through  the  strictured  part  into  the 
abdomen. 

When,  hy  this  process,  you  have  gradually  insinuated  a small 
portion  of  intestine  into  the  abdomen,  it  generally  happens 
that  the  rest  will  follow,  and  the  hernia  will  consequently  be 
returned.  It  is  of  no  u.se  to  make  pressure  on  the  hernia, 
with  a view  of  emptying  the  intestines  of  their  contents. 
This  is  an  erroneous  principle,  for  the  contents  of  the  intes- 
tines are  very  rarely  the  cause  of  stricture.  It  does,  indeed, 
now  and  then  happen  that  an  indigestible  mass  occupies  the 
orifice  by  which  the  hernia  descends  ; but  in  general  nothing 
will  be  gained  by  pressure  on  the  swelling,  with  a view  of 
emiitying  the  intestines  of  their  contents. 

The  time  in  which  a hernia  is  returned  by  the  process  of 
the  taxis  is  generally  from  ten  to  fifteen  minutes.  Do  not 
attempt  to  perform  it  at  once ; proceed  gently  and  gradually, 
and  never  press  with  any  considerable  force  on  the  lower  part 
of  the  swelling.  Pressure  at  the  orifice  will  not  endanger  the 
parts,  but  if  you  press  with  any  force  on  the  lower  part  of  the 
swelling,  you  will  run  the  risk  of  bursting  the  intestine. 
Sometimes,  indeed,  we  find  the  parts  in  such  a state  as  to  ren- 
der the  operation  unavailing,  as  where  the  intestines  have 
given  way,  and  feculent  matter  has  descended  into  the  hernial 
•sac.  Be  upon  your  guard,  therefore,  not  to  employ  so  much 
force  as  to  endanger  the  bursting  of  the  intestine.  It  too  often 
happens  in  our  hospitals,  that  patients  are  lost  in  conse((uence 
of  gentlemen  being  suffered  to  make  repeated  trials  of  the  taxis. 
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It  would  be  a good  rule,  and  I wish  it  were  adopted  in  our 
hospitals,  if  the  taxis  were  only  to  be  used  once  for  a quarter 
of  an  hour,  and  not  repeated  until  other  means  were  employed. 
The  repetition  of  the  taxis  is  not  only  useless  at  the  time,  but 
often  renders  unavailing  all  other  means  for  returning  the 
hernia,  which  may  be  subsequently  employed. 

It  now  and  then  happens,  that  a person  is  so  extreftiely  sen- 
sitive, and  resists  the  employment  of  the  taxis  with  so  much 
violence,  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  persevere,  for  a time  at 
least,  in  its  use. 

Mr.  Croft,  the  surgeon,  called  upon  me  when  I lived  in  the 
city,  and  requested  me  to  see  a patient  of  his  with  strangulated 
hernia.  1 went  with  him  immediately,  and  while  we  were 
walking  to  the  patient’s  house,  Mr.  Croft  said,  “ I do  not 
think  you  will  be  able  to  return  this  man's  hernia.”  I smiled, 
and  said,  “Why  not?”  Mr.  Croft  stated,  that  the  parts 
about  the  abdomen  were  so  exquisitely  tender,  that  he  had 
found  it  impossible  to  use  the  taxis.  In  fact,  when  I arrived, 
I found  the  patient’s  abdomen  exceedingly  tense,  and  he  roared 
out  so  violently,  and  resisted  me  so  much  when  I attempted 
to  employ  the  ta.xis,  that  1 found  it  impossible  to  persevere. 
Under  these  circumstances,  I desired  some  ice  to  be  applied, 
with  a view  of  diminishing  the  sensibility  of  the  part  and 
fadlitating  the  employment  of  the  taxis.  I called  again  in 
the  evening,  but  was  told  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  go  up 
stairs,  for  the  hernia  had  returned  of  itself.  In  cases,  there- 
fore, where  the  patient  suffers  e.xcruciating  pain,  do  not  em- 
ploy the  taxis  immediately,  but  advise  the  application  of  ice, 
which  will  reduce  the  irritability  of  the  part,  and  perhaps 
render  its  employment  unnecessary.  Mr.  Newington  had  a 
patient  with  strangulated  hernia,  which  returned  by  the  appli- 
cation of  cold  water. 

If  you  are  called  to  a case  of  strangulated  hernia,  and  find 
that  the  taxis  does  not  succeed  in  reducing  it,  1 advise  you 
directly  to  take  away  blood.  The  quantity  of  blood  must  be 
proportioned  to  the  age  of  the  patient;  if  he  be  young  and 
athletic,  a considerable  quantity  should  be  taken  away;  if  he 
be  extremely  old,  you  should  liesitate  in  taking  away  much 
blood  ; but  if  he  be  of  the  middle  age,  and  not  infirm,  you 
should  bleed  freely.  This  course  is  to  be  taken  not  merely 
with  a view  of  reducing  the  hernia,  but  to  prevent  i)eritoueal 
inflammation  after  the  operation,  if  the  operation  should  be 
necessary. 

It  is  a most  mistaken  view  of  the  nature  of  this  disease  to 
suppose  that  the  patient  is  safe  after  the  hernia  is  returned  by 
the  operation;  on  the  contrary,  he  is  in  the  greatest  danger 
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after  the  operation  unless  he  has  been  freely  bled  before  it. — 

If  you  should  be  asked  to  what  extent  you  would  bleed  in 
strangulated  hernia,  your  answer  should  be,  until  it  produces 
faintness,  because  it  is  in  that  state  that  the  hernia  is  most 
likely  to  be  returned.  If  you  carry  the  bleeding  short  of  this 
state  of  faintness,  you  may  as  well  not  bleed  at  all.  If,  there- 
fore, the  patient  be  strong,  and  in  the  middle  period  of  life, 
you  should  make  him  stand  up  before  you,  and  bleed  him  from 
a large  orifice  until  he  complains  that  he  shall  be  unable  to 
stand  unless  you  support  him.  At  this  moment  the  taxis  will 
be  most  likely  to  scrcceed  in  reducing  the  hernia:  and  perito- 
neal inflammation  after  the  reduction  will  at  the  same  time 
be  prevented.  If  a surgeon,  therefore,  does  not  take  away 
blood  freely  under  such  circumstances,  his  conduct  will  be 
most  unpardonable. 

The  next  mode  of  treatment  pursued  in  the  hospitals,  where 
it  can  be  most  conveniently  employed,  is  to  put  the  patient  into 
a warm  bath.  The  usual  course  is  to  put  him  into  a bath  heat- 
ed from  90  to  100°,  for  a quarter  of  an  hour,  and  after  his 
body  has  been  well  waslied  and  cleansed,  it  is  supposed  that 
his  hernia  will  be  more  easily  returned.  But  what  is  the  use 
of  such  a plan  of  treatment  ? by  what  principle  are  they  who 
recommend  it  guided?  It  may  soothe  and  ti'auquillize  the 
patient  for  the  moment,  but  no  eflfectual  benefit  can  result 
from  putting  the  patient  into  a warm  bath,  unless  you  keep  him 
in  it  until  fainting  is  produced.  In  this  state  you  will  support 
the  patient  by  putting  your  hand  behind  his  head  ; and  while 
the  abdominal  muscles  are  relaxed,  you  may  employ  the  taxis 
w’ith  success.  It  will  be  better  to  do  this  while  the  patient  is 
in  the  bath,  or  at  all  events,  if  he  is  taken  out  of  the  bath, 
you  should  take  care  to  cover  him  with  blankets,  so  that  the 
faintness  may  not  be  removed  ; you  will  hear  persons  say  that 
this  remedy  is  of  no  use  ; it  is  of  no  use  unless  fainting  be  pro- 
duced, for  without  this  eflfect  it  ought  not  to  be  employed. 

But  surgeons  make  use  of  opposite  plans  of  treatment : cold, 
for  instance,  and  with  considerable  success  and  advantage, 
not  by  reducing  the  volume  of  air,  as  has  been  absurdly 
stated  ; for  first,  it  has  not  the  effect  of  doing  this  ; and  se- 
condly, if  it  had,  it  would  be  of  no  service. 

'I  he  diminution  of  the  volume  of  air  will  do  no  good  whilst 
the  pressure  remains  the  same ; cold  operates  beneficially  in 
two  ways:  1st,  by  astringing  tlie  scrotum,  and  diminishing  its 
bulk,  by  which  means  it  presses  against  the  hernia,  and  faci- 
litates the  return.  2dly.  It  appears  to  have  a sympathetic 
effect  in  lessening  and  retarding  the  inflammation  of  the  in- 
testines : soon  after  the  cold  is  applied,  there  is  a diminution 
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of  paiu,  aud  it  saves  the  patient  from  the  danger  of  active 
inflammation:  cold  then  is  of  considerable  use  when  delay  is 
wanted ; it  now  aud  then  happens  that  you  would  like  to  have 
a surgeon  at  your  elbow  in  operating  for  hernia,  to  sanction 
your  proceedings,  though  you  might  be  quite  equal  to  the 
task  ; as  for  the  fate  of  the  operation,  heaven  alone  knows, 
for  it  is  extremely  uncertain. 

Apply  cold  then  in  cases  where,  during  the  interim,  you 
wish  to  have  time  to  consult ; as  it  delays,  at  least,  the  return 
of  inflammatiou.  I have  seen  persons  brought  into  the  sur- 
gery of  this  hospital  when  the  snow  has  been  on  the  ground, 
and  they  have  been  placed  flat  on  a board,  and  snow  or  ice  has 
been  applied  ; immediately  they  have  become  easy,  and  in  a 
short  time  the  hernia  returned  ; therefore,  the  application  of 
ice  is  useful  in  two  points  of  view.  It  happens,  however,  that 
ice  cauuot  always  be  procured ; particularly  in  the  country, 
and  the  substances  which  you  will  use  as  substitutes  are  the 
nitrate  of  potash  and  muriate  of  ammonia  ; these  are  to  be 
mixed  together,  and  about  a table-spoonful  is  to  be  put  into  a 
pint  of  water ; this  will  produce  a degree  of  cold  equal  to 
26°  Fahr.,  six  degrees  below  the  freezing  point;  if  you  breathe 
on  a vessel  containing  this  mixture,  the  halitus  will  be  con- 
verted to  ice  ; a greater  degree  of  cold  than  this  even  might 
be  obtained  by  the  addition  of  more  nitrate  of  potash  and  sal 
ammoniac  ; as  low  as  20®  Fahr.,  twelve  degrees  below  the 
freezing  point ; the  only  objection  to  this  is,  that  it  does  not 
retain  its  cold,  but  requires  to  be  often  repeated.  Linen, 
wetted  with  this  mixture,  spread  over  a part,  produces  a con- 
siderable degree  of  cold.  When  ice  is  employed,  it  should  be 
put  into  a bladder,  and  broken  into  small  pieces  ; it  should  be 
half  filled,  and  the  part  completely  enveloped  in  it;  if  it  is  put 
into  linen,  there  is  a danger  of  some  escaping,  and  destroying 
the  life  of  the  parts  on  which  it  goes.  A case  of  this  kind 
once  happened  in  this  hospital. 

Another  means  that  has  been  used,  and  the  most  successful 
of  all,  is  the  tobacco  enema  ; it  is  the  most  powerful  agent  we 
possess  ; take  one  drachm  of  the  tobacco,  and  add  a pint  of 
boiling  water,  let  the  infusion  remain  about  a quarter  of_  an 
hour  and  then  strain  ; use  only  half  at  once  to  begin  with, 
for  though  some  persons  might  bear  the  whole  and  even  more, 
yet  there  are  others  who  cannot  bear  the  least  thing.  The 
effect  of  this  remedy  is  to  quicken  the  pulse,  and  also  make 
it  small;  the  skin  becomes  cold  and  pallid,  and  there  is  ex- 
treme relaxation  of  the  muscles. 

A case  of  umbilical  hernia  that  I saw  with  a surgeon  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  London,  was  diminished  under  the  use  of 
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the  tobacco  enema,  and,  on  the  application  of  the  hand,  it  was 
easily  returned,  though  it  had  previously  resisted  the  taxis. 
The  effect  of  the  tob;icco  enema  in  hernia  depends  much  upon 
whether  the  hernia  is  situated  near  muscle  or  tendon  ; if  it  is 
surrounded  by  the  former  the  effect  will  be  considerable  and 
instantaneous. 

In  femoral  hernia,  which  is  covered  before  by  a strong  fas- 
cia, and  where  there  is  a strong  bone  resting  against  it  poste- 
riorly, the  tobacco  has  not  the  same  effect  as  in  umbilical  w 
inguinal  hernia  ; in  umbilical  hernia  its  action  is  most  consi- 
derable ; in  inguinal  next. 

What  I would  do  if  I had  strangulated  hernia  would  be 
this : I would  have  the  taxis  employed  steadily  for  ten  or 
fifteen  minutes  ; if  this  did  not  succeed,  1 would  be  bled  to 
syncope,  and  then  have  the  reduction  by  the  hand  attempted 
again  ; if  this  also  proved  unsuccessful,  I would  have  the 
tobacco  injection,  and  wait  a short  time  ; and  then,  if  neces- 
sary, have  the  operation  performed  ; it  is  the  most  egregious 
ignorance  possible  to  delay  the  operation  so  long  as  is  often 
done,  thereby  wasting  those  precious  moments  which,  if  pro- 
perly used,  might  have  been  spent  in  saving  the  life  of  tlie 
patient ; ask  those  about  our  hospitals,  who  are  the  persons 
who  die  from  strangulated  hernia ; they  will  tell  you  those 
who  have  the  operation  delayed  three  or  four  days,  and  are 
not  brought  to  the  hospital  till  three  days  after  the  hernia  has 
been  strangulated,  and  then,  if  operated  on,  they  often  die  ; 
the  delay  is  the  cause  of  the  danger,  and  not  the  operation. 
1 have  had  a little  personal  experience  of  this  complaint,  and 
have  devoted  no  small  share  of  ray  attention  to  it,  and  I would 
not  wait  more  than  twelve  hours,  if  the  tobacco  enema  and 
other  means  had  been  employed. 

Now  let  me  allude  to  the  case  of  a late  illustrious  noble- 
man— I am  almost  afraid  now  to  mention  names — who  died 
of  this  disease;  he  was  in  the  country,  and  during  his  stay 
there,  had  strangulated  heimia ; he  was  attended  by  a person 
of  strong  mind,  and  who  had  studied  his  profession  with  in- 
dustry ; he  offered  to  ])erform  the  operation,  but  it  was  de- 
layed, on  the  ground  that  London  skill  and  advice  should  be 
obtained  : but  before  this  could  be  had,  the  nobleman  died  ; I 
do  not  mean  to  undervalue  London  skill,  but  it  certainly  is 
great  folly  to  delay  in  this  complaint.  I would  propose  the 
operation,  and  irerform  it  readily  if  it  was  agreed  to ; but  if 
not,  I would  wash  my  hands  of  the  affair,  and  be  freed  from 
the.  consequences. 
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Direct  Inguinal  Hernia. 

Our  principal  object,  in  this  evening’s  lecture,  will  be  to  de- 
scribe to  you  the  operation  for  strangulated  inguinal  hernia, 
and  to  show  you,  on  the  dead  subject,  the  inanuer  of  perform- 
ing that  operation.  Before  1 state  to  you,  however,  the  best 
method  of  performing  this  operation,  I will  say  a few  words 
on  the  subject  of  direct  inguinal  hernia,  or  that  which  pro- 
trudes directly  out  of  the  abdomen  through  the  external  ab- 
dominal ring.  It  was  formerly  supposed  that  this  was  always 
the  course  which  inguinal  hernia  took ; it  is  scarcely  neces- 
sary to  tell  you,  that  this  opinion  is  quite  erroneous;  but  it 
does  occasionally  happen  that  hernia  takes  place  in  the  direc- 
tion in  which  it  was  formerly  supposed  constantly  to  occur. 
Direct  inguinal  hernia  begins  on  the  inner  side  of  the  epigas- 
tric artery,  between  it  and  the  pubes.  Direct  inguinal  hernia 
does  not  take  the  course  of  the  inguinal  canal,  but  it  passes 
through  the  lower  part  to  the  abdominal  ring.  The  length  of 
this  hernia  is  not  more  than  an  inch  at  the  utiuost  behind  the 
abdominal  ring  ; in  general,  it  is  not  more  than  three  quarters 
of  an  inch  behind  it.  It  proceeds  tiirough  the  abdominal  ring, 
and  is  received  into  the  scrotum,  where  it  has  three  coverings 
instead  of  two,  as  in  the  case  of  oblique  inguinal  hernia. 

I have  already  stated  to  you,  that  in  the  latter  it  receives  a 
covering  from  the  external  oblique,  namely  the  aponeurosis 
or  fascia  of  the  cord,  and  another  covering  from  the  cremas- 
ter, both  of  them  of  considerable  density,  and  thicker  than 
the  hernial  sac  it.^elf.  Direct  inguinal  hernia  passes  on  the 
inner  side  of  the  epigastric  artery,  and  directly  as  it  emerges 
from  the  ring  is  received  under  the  fascia  of  the  cord,  which 
forms  one  covering;  the  cremaster  jiasses  over  obliquely,  so 
that  the  whole  surface  is  not  covered  by  it.  Besides  these  co- 
verings, it  has  one  of  its  own,  which  is  properly  the  covering 
of  the  hernia,  half  of  which  is  formed  by  the  tendon  of  the 
transversalis,  and  the  other  half  by  the  fascia  trausvcrsalis. 
'I'his  forms  a complete  tendinous  poucli,  in  which  the  hernia 
is  contained,  as  may  be  seen  in  a beautiful  |)reparatlon  ou  the 
table. 

If  you  are  asked,  therefore,  in  what  respect  direct  inguinal 
hernia  differs  from,  oblique,  you  will  answer,  that  the  latter 
emerges  from  the  abdomen,  midway  between  the  spine  of  the 
ilium  and  the  pubes,  whereas  the  former  emerges  directly 
behind  the  abdominal  ring.  One  takes  the  course  of  the 
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spermatic  cord,  and  the  other  passes  directly  through  the  ab- 
dominal ring,  from  behind ; one  is  covered  hy  the  fascia  of 
the  cord  and  the  cremaster,  the  other  lias  an  additional  cover- 
ing, derived  from  the  tendon  of  the  transversalis  and  its 
fascia.  It  may  be  said  that  I am  entering  very  minutely  into 
details  of  the  structure  of  the  parts  ; but  in  this  disease,  gen- 
tlemen, your  knowledge  of  the  anatomy  of  the  parts  cannot 
be  too  minute,  and  unless  you  are  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
it,  you  had  better  never  attempt  to  operate  in  hernia  at  all. 
This  is  not  a disease  in  which  a man  imperfectly  acquainted 
with  the  anatomy  of  the  parts  will  be  able  to  operate  ; if  his 
knowledge  of  their  structure  be  not  most  accurate  and  mi- 
nute, he  will  not  be  able  to  overcome  the  difficulties  with 
which  he  may  have  to  contend.  Some  gentlemen  who  now 
hear  me  may  have  witnessed  the  embarrassments  of  surgeons, 
who  have  come  to  the  operation  for  strangulated  hernia 
without  a sufficient  knowledge  of  anatomy.  A surgeon  unac- 
quainted with  the  facts  to  which  I have  just  drawn  your  at- 
tention will  make  his  incision  upon  the  hernia,  and  as  soon 
as  he  sees  the  fascia  of  the  cord  he  will  make  a little  cut,  di- 
viding a few  fibres,  under  which  he  will  put  a director,  and 
proceed  to  make  a slit  upwards.  Instead,  however,  of  coming 
to  the  hernial  sac,  as  he  expected,  he  will  find  something  else 
to  divide  ; and  in  this  state  of  embarrassment  he  will  probably 
turn  round  for  assistance,  and  ask  what  he  should  next  do. 
Such  a man,  gentlemen,  ought  never  to  enter  the  operating 
theatre : no  man  should  attempt  to  perform  an  operation,  if 
he  is  obliged  to  apply  to  others  for  assistance.  Well,  he  will 
divide  this  covering ; and  still  not  coming  to  the  hernial  sac, 
he  will  probably  express  his  surprise  at  finding  the  hernia  so 
completely  buried.  Gentlemen,  if  a surgeon  is  acquainted  with 
the  anatomy  of  the  parts,  he  knows  that  there  are,  of  neces- 
sity two  layers  to  divide  before  he  comes  to  the  hernial  sac  ; 
and  that  in  direct  inguinal  hernia  there  is,  besides  the  eover- 
ing  formed  by  the  aponeurosis  or  fascia  of  the  cord  and  the 
cremaster,  a third  covering,  like  the  peritoneal  bag,  composed 
of  the  tendon  of  the  transversalis  and  its  fascia.  There  is  a 
preparation  on  the  table  which  will  give  you  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  the  epigastric  artery  close  to  the  mouth  of  the  direct  in- 
guinal hernia,  on  the  outer  side.  This  species  of  hernia  was 
first  observed  by  Mr.  Cline,  senior,  in  the  year  1777,  on  open- 
ing the  body  of  a person  who  had  been  a patient  of  IMr. 
Havvkes,  of  Chelsea.  He  was  surprised  to  find  the  hernia  on 
the  inner  side  of  the  epigastric  artery,  and  he  was  in  the  habit 
of  mentioning  this  case  in  his  lectures.  This  circumstance 
led  others  to  observe  this  species  of  hernia,  and  it  is  now  well 


ON  HERNIA. 


223 


known  to  occur  occasionally.  I cannot  state  exactly  the  pro- 
portion of  cases  of  oblique  to  those  of  direct  inguinal  hernia. 
There  is  at  this  time,  in  tlie  other  hospital,  a patient  with 
fracture  of  the  thigh-bone,  who  has  also  direct  inguinal  hernia. 

You  will  he  asked  how  you  distinguish  direct  from  oblique 
inguinal  hernia ; your  answer  should  be,  that  they  are  dis- 
tinguished by  the  two  following  circumstances  In  the  ^rst 
place,  tracing  the  spermatic  cord,  you  will  find  that  in  direct 
inguinal  hernia,  the  hernia  is  behind  the  spermatic  cord, 
whereas  in  oblique  inguinal  hernia  the  spermatic  cord  is  be- 
hind the  hernia.  Secondly,  when  you  trace  the  mouth  of  the 
hernial  sac,  in  oblique  hernia,  you  find  it  above  the  abdomi- 
nal ring,  towards  the  spine  of  the  ilium  ; whereas  in  direct 
hernia  there  is  rather  an  inclination  inwards,  towards  the 
umbilicus,  so  that  it  passes  in  a direction  fi'om  without  to- 
wards the  pubes  ; from  above  downwards,  with  a slight  obli- 
quity outwards.  These  are  two  points  which  can  only  be  dis- 
tinguished by  those  who  have  frequently  observed  the  disease 
in  the  living  subject,  aud  who  have  also  had  frequent  opportu- 
nities of  examining,  in  the  dissecting-room,  the  bodies  of 
those  who  have  died  under  the  disease.  Bearing  these  points 
in  your  minds,  you  will  be  able  to  form  correct  general  princi- 
ples by  which  you  may  be  guided  in  performing  the  operation 
for  strangulated  inguinal  hernia. 

Thp  cause  of  direct  inguinal  hernia  is  generally  some  great 
e.xertion  of  the  lower  part  of  the  abdominal  muscles.  It  hap- 
pens most  frequently  in  patients  who  are  the  subjects  of  stric- 
ture. The  greatest  number  of  berniaa  I have  ever  seen  in  one 
patient,  amounted  to  five.  ^Ihis  man,  who  had  a very  bad 
stricture,  had  three  hernias  on  one  side,  and  two  on  the  other; 
one  on  the  inner  side  of  the  epigastric  artery,  one  on  the  inner 
side  of  the  umbilical,  two  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  epigas- 
tric, and  another  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  umbilical  artery. 
This  species  of  hernia  arises  more  frequently  from  the  efforts 
made  to  expel  the  urine  in  cases  of  stricture,  than  from  any 
other  cause.  Direct  hernia  may  be  truly  called  a rupture; 
whenever  a tear  of  the  parts  takes  |)lace,  direct,  and  not  ob- 
lique inguinal  hernia  is  produced  : I have  never  seen  an  ob- 
lique hernia  produced  by  a blow  on  the  abdomen.  When  the 
direct  hernia  is  reducible,  you  should  apply  the  truss  not  so 
as  to  press  upon  the  pubes,  for  this  will  give  pain,  but  upon 
the  parts  a little  above  the  abdominal  ring.  You  should  not 
I)ress  upon  the  whole  of  the  inguinal  canal,  as  in  the  case  of 
oblique  hernia;  but  the  truss  should  be  so  ap|)lied  as  to  make 
its  pressure  beai'  towards  thevcentre  of  the  abdominal  ring. 
When  a direct  inguinal  hernia  is  strangulated,  the  patient  is 
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often  in  great  danger,  tliough  it  a])pears  to  be  reduced,  as  the 
intestine  may  still  be  strangulated  within  the  hernia.  An 
out-patient  at  the  other  hospital  came  to  the  surgery  with 
strangulated  hernia,  anfl  a gentleman  supposed  he  had  suc- 
ceeded in  returning  it,  as  he  had  pushed  it  through  the  abdo- 
minal ring.  As  the  man,  however,  still  complained  of  pain, 
he  was  admitted  into  the  hospital.  The  symptoms  were  not 
relieved  ; no  stools  could  be  procured,  and  in  three  or  four 
days  he  died.  On  examination  of  the  body  after  death,  it  was 
found  that  the  hernia  had  passed  through  the  abdominal  ring, 
but  the  stricture  was  still  remaining  upon  it ; so  that  the 
hernia  was  strangulated  behind  the  abdominal  ring. 

Opekation  for  Strangulated  Hernia. 

Before  1 describe  to  you  the  operation  for  strangulated  her- 
nia, let  me  make  one  or  two  obsen’ations  ; first,  perform  the 
operation  before  there  is  any  peritoneal  tenderness : there  will 
be  always  tension  of  the  abdomen  from  inflation  of  the  intes- 
tines, as  I mentioned  to  you  before;  but  tenderness  from  peri- 
toneal inflammation,  if  present  when  the  operation  is  per- 
formed, renders  the  issue  doubtful ; because  though  the  divi- 
sion of  the  stricture  liberates  the  parts  which  are  pressed,  yet 
it  does  not  retard  peritoneal  inflammation  ; therefore  make  it 
a rule  to  operate  before  any  symptom  of  it  appears.  Secondly, 
you  may  wait  a longer  time  in  old  persons  before  you  perform 
the  operation,  than  in  the  young  or  middle-aged,  in  a boy, 
for  instance,  you  should  wait  but  a very  short  time  after  you 
have  used  the  other  means  ; in  an  older  person  you  may  stop 
longer,  because  the  parts  are  generally  more  relaxed.  Hav- 
ing used  the  means  which  1 recommended  to  be  adopted, 
witliout  success,  you  will  then  proceed  to  the  operation.  The 
patient  should  be  placed  on  a table  from  two  to  three  feet 
high,  with  the  legs  hanging  over  the  end  ; the  hair  having 
been  previously  removed  from  the  pubes,  so  as  to  prevent  any 
getting  into  the  wound,  you  should  commence  the  incision 
from  the  upper  part  of  the  tumour,  in  whatever  situation  it 
may  be,  and  carry  it  along  its  middle  to  the  lower  part;  there 
will  be  no  necessity  to  continue  the  incision  quite  to  the  lower 
part,  if  the  hernia  be  large,  as  then  it  often  happens  that  there 
are  vessels  crossing  in  that  part.  By  the  first  incision  you 
lay  bare  the  fascia  of  the  cord,  and  in  doing  this  you  will  di- 
vide a small  artery,  the  external  pudendal,  which  crosses  di- 
rectly opposite  to  the  abdominal  ring  ; some  will  then  say  to 
the  assistant,  “ Press  on  the  artery  till  the  operation  is  over ;” 
but  the  instant  the  finger  is  removed,  a jet  of  blond  issues 
forth,  and  obscures  the  part  which  ypu  are  so  anxious  to  see 
distinctly.  'I'he  better  plan  is,  to  take  a tenaculum,  and  sc- 


ON  HERNIA. 


225 


cure  the  two  ends  of  the  artery,  by  which  means  yon  will  be 
able  to  have  a good  view  of  the  different  parts  during  the  re- 
maiuder  of  the  operation. 

Having  secured  the  vessel,  you  scratch  through  the  fascia 
of  the  cord,  just  below  the  ring,  with  considerable  care,  sepa- 
rating it  from  the  cremaster  muscle  ; a small  opening  being 
made,  you  introduce  a director  upwards  to  the  abdominal 
ring,  and  interiorly  to  the  lower  part  of  the  swelling,  and  di- 
vide the  fascia  more  or  less,  as  may  be  required  ; the  next 
parts  that  will  be  brought  into  vievv  are  the  fibres  of  the  cre- 
master muscle,  passing  obliquely  from  above  downwards; 
this  covering  is  of  considerable  density,  and  must  be  opened 
with  care;  a director  is  to  be  introduced  under  it  in  the 
same  way  as  the  fascia  of  the  cord,  and  then  it  is  to  be  di- 
vided ; as  soon  as  this  is  done  the  hernial  sac  becomes  exposed  ; 
it  is  of  a blue  appearance,  and  semi-transparent,  from  the 
riuid  it  contains  ; so  the  character  of  the  sac  is  quite  different 
from  that  of  the  coverings,  and  the  one  may  be  easily  distin- 
guished from  the  other.  Having  laid  hare  the  sac,  yon  pinch 
it  between  your  fingers,  and  feel  distinctly  the  intestine  and 
omentum  within  it;  in  rubbing  the  hernial  sac  between  the 
fineers  do  not  use  any  force,  as  this  is  exceedingly  dangerous  ; 
well,  when  yon  have  raised  the  sac  so  as  to  separate  it  from 
its  contents,  take  the  knife  and  make  a small  cut  into  it,  not 
downwards,  but  in  a lateral  direction  ; place  the  instrument 
horizontally,  so  as  to  avoid  the  danger  of  wounding  the  intes- 
tine, a danger  to  which  you  would  be  exposed  if  you  cut 
downwards.  As  soon  as  an  opening  is  made,  water  generally 
escapes,  if  intestine  be  included  in  the  sac,  and  there  are  no 
adhesions.  Having  opened  the  hernial  sac,  a director  is  to  be 
introduced  as  far  as  the  .abdominal  ring,  and  then  it  is  to  be 
divided  up  to  that  extent ; the  director  is  then  to  be  carried 
to  the  lower  part  of  the  sac  in  the  same  way.  When  botli 
omentum  and  intestine  are  in  the  sac,  the  omentum  will  be 
found  before,  and  tlie  intestine  behind  ; there  will  also  l)e  a 
small  portion  of  omentum  at  the  upper  jrart.  Alter  having 
opened  the  hernial  sac,  the  great  difliculty  commences ; yon 
are  next  to  feel  for  the  stricture;  put  your  finger  (and  the 
little  one  is  best  for  the  purpose)  into  the  hernial  sac,  and 
ascertain  if  the  .stricture  is  situated  in  the  abdominal  ring  ; 
and  if  it  is,  what  you  have  to  ilo  is,  to  spread  the  omentum  on 
the  fore  part  of  the  intestine,  like  an  apron,  so  as  to  cover  it  en- 
tirely ; by  this  plan  the  intestine  is  less  liable  to  be  wounded,  and 
it  adds  exceedingly  to  the  security  of  the  jjatient ; and  then  you 
pass  a probe-pointed  bistoui  y,  guided  on  the  finger,  and  divi<le 
the  stricture,  not  very  freely,  but  to  a small  extent ; a flight  mo- 
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tioii  of  tl;e  knife  will  do  it.  But  the  stricture  is  seldom  situated 
at  the  abdominal  ring.  I recollect  asking  one  of  our  ai)pren- 
lices,  last  year,  how  many  times  he  had  seen  the  stricture  at 
the  abdominal  ring,  and  he  told  me  never.  l\ly  experience 
does  not  exactly  coincide  with  this ; but  1 believe  the  stric- 
ture is  never  situated  in  that  part  but  in  old  and  large  hernise  ; 
and  if  a man  sits  down  to  the  operation,  under  the  supposition 
that  it  is  there,  he  will  be  likely  to  destroy  the  life  of  the  pa- 
tient; I will  tell  you  what  he  would  do,  he  would  pass  the  in- 
strument on  the  linger  up  to  the  abdominal  ling,  and  divide 
it;  then  he  would  endeavour  to  push  the  intestine  into  the 
abdomen,  hut  it  would  return  as  often  as  the  attempt  was 
made  : and  not  conceiving  the  stricture  at  any  other  part,  his 
attempts  would  be  repeated,  and  the  force  employed  vrould 
most  probably  rupture  the  intestine.  No,  gentlemen,  the 
striciure  is  usually  situated  at  the  upper  part  of  the  hernia, 
just  ojiposite  to  the  tendon  of  the  transversalis  muscle,  or  else 
in  the  hernial  sac  itself  ; and  what  you  hare  to  do  is,  to  slit 
up  the  abdominal  ring,  to  hook  up  the  abdominal  muscles, 
and  draw  them  upwards  towards  the  abdomen;  then  to  pull 
down  the  hernial  sac  ; by  this  means  you  expose  the  stricture, 
and  render  the  operation  mere  safe  to  the  patient.  The  plan 
that  used  to  be  adopted  was,  to  introduce  the  finger  high  up 
into  the  hernial  sac,  with  the  knife  on  it,  and  thus  divide  the 
stricture ; but  in  this  way  the  danger  is  increased  as  the  parts 
are  concealed  from  view.  The  prohe-pointed  bistoury  is 
blunt  to  the  extent  of  a quarter  of  an  inch,  sharp  for  half  an 
inch,  and  then  blunt  again,  so  that  you  introduce  it  on  a di- 
rector or  finger,  and  divide  the  stricture  without  fear  of  cut- 
ting too  much.  The  stricture  being  divided,  you  next  return 
the  intestine  ; the  intestine  is  to  be  returned  before  the  omen- 
tum. You  should  always  at  this  stage  introduce  a finger,  to 
see  whether  the  parts  be  freely  returned  or  not,  and  are  not 
compressed  at  the  place  where  the  stricture  was  situated  ; 
another  advice  that  I will  give  you  is,  if  there  be  any  air  in 
the  intestines  projecting  above  the  stricture,  bring  it  down  to 
the  lower  part,  and  by  this  means  they  will  be  more  easily  re- 
turned. d'hc  intestines  should  be  returned  piecemeal  to  the 
cavity  of  the  abdomen,  and  then  the  omentum  should  succeed 
it.  But  there  is  one  point  that  1 have  not  spoken  of,  on  which 
1 will  say  a few  words . the  direction  in  which  you  are  to  di- 
vide the  stricture  so  as  to  avoid  the  epigastric  artery  : it  has 
been  said  that  this  artery  has  been  made  a bug-bear  to 
trighteii  students,  and  that  the  danger  of  wounding  it  has 
been  magnified  ; but,  gentlemen,  look  at  the  specimen  (ex- 
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hibiting  one  to  the  class)  contained  in  this  glass  ; see  the 

effects  of  dividing  this  artery  ; I might  say,  here  is  murder 

“ Out  damn’d  spot !” 

This  specimen  was  sent  me  by  Mr.  Lawrence,  an  excellent 
surgeon,  the  bare  mention  of  whose  name  will  be  sufticieut  to 
awaken  feelings  of  respect  in  the  minds  of  all  for  his  character 
as  a surgeon,  an  anatomist,  and  a man.  Mr.  Lawrence  dis- 
sected it  from  a patient  who  had  died  after  the  operation  for 
strangulated  hernia,  and  he  found  that  the  epigastric  artery 
had  been  divided  ; thinking  that  it  would  be  a valuable  addi- 
tion to  the  museum,  he  was  kind  enough  to  send  it.  One  of 
our  gentlemen  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  divide  the  artery,  be- 
cause he  cut  inwards  instead  of  outwards,  thinking  that  the 
hernia  was  inclined  a little  in  that  direction  ; therefore  a per- 
son who  is  an  excellent  anatomist  may  wound  the  epigastric 
artery,  if  he  divide  the  stricture  in  a lateral  direction  ; but 
not  so  if  he  follow  the  rule  that  1 have  laid  down,  viz.,  to  cut 
directly  upwards.  You  must  divide  the  stricture  iu  the  centre,  ' 
and  cut  upwards,  let  the  hernia  be  where  it  may ; bear  this 
rule  in  mind,  and  you  will  be.  in  no  danger  of  wounding  the 
epigastric  artery.  I will  now  tell  you  how  you  are  to  treat  the 
omentum  and  intestine.  There  is  some  difficulty  in  ascertain- 
ing whether  the  intestine  be  gangrenous  or  not ; if  there  be 
any  dark  brown  spots  on  it  do  not  let  that  prevent  you  from 
returning  it.  Sometimes  the  intestine  adheres  to  the  sac  ; if 
the  adhesions  be  slight,  break  them  down  with  the  linger,  or 
divide  them  very  cautiously  with  the  knife.  If  they  are  in 
general  strong,  the  best  plan  will  be  completely  to  divide  the 
stricture,  so  as  to  return  the  strangulation,  and  leave  the  in- 
testine in  an  irreducible  state.  An  irreducible  hernia  is  not 
dangerous,  provided  there  be  no  strangulation.  You  will 
know  whether  the  intestine  be  in  a gangrenous  state  from  the 
appearance  of  thick  green  spot.s,  which  may  be  easily  broken 
down  with  the  nail.  What  would  you  do  under  such  circum- 
stances I I cannot  do  better  than  relate  a case  in  which  yon 
will  have  both  prcceipt  and  example  : A woman  was  brought 
to  this  hospital  with  strangulated  hernia,  under  the  care  of 
Mr.  Chandler.  The  dresser  came  u|)  to  me  (I  w'as  iji  one  of 
the  squares  of  the  hospital  at  the  time),  and  said  that  he  was 
going  to  see  for  .Mr.  Chandler,  and  that  if  he  were  notatliome, 
he  would  request  me  to  operate.  Mr.  Chandler  iiot  being  at 
home,  1 was  sent  for  to  perform  the  operation.  'I'here  was  a 
blush  on  the  ()ai  ts,  which,  together  with  their  soft  state,  led 
me  to  think  that  gangiTiie  bad  commenced  ; this  opinion  1 soon 
found  to  be  correct.  As  .“oon  as  I made  an  incision  through 
the  integument,  there  was  ;i  strong  .smell  of  pntre.'icence  and 
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faeces,  I proceeiled,  opened  the  hernial  sac,  and  turned  it  aside 
lo  expose  the  intestine,  and  divided  the  stricture  ; the  gut 
appeared  almost  in  too  bad  a state  to  return.  It  then  struck 
me  that  I could  relieve  this  patient,  and  I made  an  incision  an 
inch  long  on  the  front  of  the  intestine,  allowed  the  faeces  to 
escape,  and  returned  the  intestine  to  the  abdomen.  The  ope- 
ration was  performed  on  a Friday  ; feculent  matter  continued 
to  discharge  through  the  wound,  and  not  by  the  regular  canal, 
till  the  Wednesday  following.  Two  days  after  this,  a week 
from  the  operation,  she  had  several  stools  per  anum,  of  a 
greenish  colour;  and  the  patient  recovered.  Some  time  after, 
hir.  Brown,  of  Ilotherhithc,  a very  respectable  surgeon,  called 
on  me,  and  said  that  1 should  be  surprised  to  hear  that  the 
patient  1 had  operated  on  in  this  hospital,  at  such  a time,  had 
been  delivered  of  a full-grown  child.  A curious  circumstance 
attending  this  is,  that  she  was  with  child  at  the  time  of  the 
operation  and  did  not  miscarry.  The  operation  was  performed 
in  March,  and  the  woman  was  brought  to  bed  in  August,  at 
which  time  there  was  no  appearance  of  any  thing  to  be  seen. 

The  learned  professor  now  went  through  the  different  steps 
of  the  operation  for  strangulated  hernia  on  the  dead  subject, 
precisely  in  the  same  way  recommended  in  another  part  of  the 
lecture.  

LECTURE  XXIX. 


The  subject  of  Hernia  continued. 

I MENTIONED  to  you,  gentlemen,  in  the  last  lecture  the  mode 
in  which  the  intestines  are  to  be  treated  under  the  different  cir- 
cumstances of  adhesion,  gangrene,  or  strangulation.  But  there 
is  one  point  I omitted  on  that  occasion.  There  is  a peculiar  sort 
of  hernia  which  contains  the  coscum  ; this  gut  sometimes  de- 
scends into  an  inguinal  hernia  of  the  right  side,  and  on  dissec- 
tion you  lind  that  it  adheres  to  the  posterior  surface  of  the  scro- 
tum. This  coecurn  is  not  enclosed  in  the  hernial  sac,  but  the  her- 
nial sac  is  before  it.  Those  who  have  studied  the  anatomy  of 
the  viscera  know  that  the  coecurn  is  confined  posteriorly  by  cellu- 
lar membrane,  and  that  the  peritoneum  passes  over  it  anteriorly. 
On  the  posterior  surface  of  the  ccecum  there  is  no  peritoneum, 
unlike,  in  this  respect,  to  the  other  intestines,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  duodenum  and  colon.  When  the  ca-cum,  therefore, 
descends  it  brings  down  the  peritoneum  in  front  ; but  behind 
there  is  merely  cellular  membrane,  by  which  means  it  is  con- 
fined to  the  scrotum  so  securely,  that  it  is  impossible,  in  many 
cases  to  return  it ; then  the  stricture  must  be  divided,  and  the  in- 
testine allowed  to  remain.  Last  summer  many  of  you  had  an  op- 
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portunity  of  seeing  this  kind  of  liernia  operated  on,  by  IMr.  Key ; 
the  patient  did  extremely  well.  I have  never  operated  on  a 
case  of  this  kind  myself,  but  have  dissected  it,  and  I always 
found  the  intestine  adhering  to  the  back  of  the  scrotum,  the 
same  as  when  the  bladder  is  in  an  inguinal  hernia.  When  the 
bladder  protrudes  in  a hernia,  it  is  covered  anteriorly  by  peri- 
toneum, but  posteriorly  it  is  confined  by  cellular  membrane, 
the  same  as  the  coecum.  When  the  ccecum  is  included  in  a her- 
nia, it  will  be  known  by  the  appendix  cceci  vermiformis. 

Treatment  of  the  Omentum. — With  regard  to  tlie  omentum 
after  the  operation  for  strangulated  hernia,  it  is  more  easy  to 
treat  than  intestine. 

If  the  quantity  of  omentum  be  small,  and  little  changed  in 
character,  you  must  return  it  to  the  mouth  of  the  hernial  sac, 
so  as  to  seal  up  the  opening ; if  the  omentum  is  only  returned 
to  this  part,  it  glues  the  sides  of  the  mouth  together,  and  pre- 
vents the  ready  descent  of  hernia  in  future.  This  then  is  the 
plan  you  are  to  pursue  with  the  omentum,  when  it  is  small, 
and  its  character  little  changed. 

But  it  often  happens  that  a considerable  portion  of  the  omen- 
tum descends.  When  this  is  the  case,  the  omentum  is  not  thin 
and  fine  as  in  its  natural  state,  but  the  different  layers  unite 
and  form  a solid  mass.  Here  are  two  specimens  (exhibiting 
them  to  the  class)  in  which  large  portions  of  omentum  had 
descended.  The  plan  that  you  are  to  adopt  under  these  circum- 
stances, is  to  remove  a large  part  of  the  omentum  by  the  knife, 
and  return  the  remainder  to  the  mouth  of  the  sac  to  plug  up 
the  opening.  After  cutting  away  the  omentum,  numerous  ves- 
sels will  frequently  bleed  ; these  should  be  drawn  out  with  a 
small  j)air  of  forceps  and  lacerated  : the  laceration  of  the  vessels 
often  stops  the  bleeding.  When  the  vessels  continue  to  bleed, 
ligatures  should  be  applied  ; rare  should  be  taken  that  the  li- 
gatures are  merely  put  on  the  vessels,  and  that  no  omentum  is 
included.  The  ligatures  must  be  let  to  hang  out  of  the  hernial 
sac,  and  in  three  or  four  days  they  will  , separate.  When  the 
omentum  adheres  to  the  internal  part  of  the  hernial  sac,  con- 
siderable freedom  may  be  used  in  destroying  the  adhesions;  but 
1 would  not  advise  the  use  of  the  knife  ; just  tear  through  those 
first  in  front,  with  the  finger,  and  then  spread  the  liberated 
omentum  out,  and  lastly  tear  through  the  adhesions  which  con- 
fine the  omentum  to  the  back  of  the  sac  ; ligatnies  must  be 
applied  to  the  bleeding  vessels.  When  the  adliesions  are  torn 
through,  and  the  vessels  secured,  the  omentum  must  l)e  re- 
turned as  mentioned  above  : take  care  that  all  the  vessels  are 
Secured  and  that  hemorrhage  has  entirely  ceased  ; else  when  the 
omentum  is  returned,  the  warmth  will  bring  on  the  bleeding. 
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Omentum  in  a state  of  Gangrene. 

When  the  oineiituin  is  in  a gangrenous  state  it  will  be  known 
by  the  blood  coagulating  in  the  veins,  and  this  is  the  criterion 
whether  it  is  to  be  returned  or  not.  To  ascertain  this,  pass  your 
lingers  along  the  surface  of  the  omentum,  and  if  the  blood 
be  coagulated  in  the  veins,  there  will  be  a crispy  feel.  The 
omentum  in  a state  of  gangrene  has  nothing  of  the  blue  appear- 
ance seen  on  gangrenous  surfaces,  nor  any  of  the  green  spots 
to  be  found  on  the  intestine  in  a similar  state.  When  the  omen- 
tum is  gangrenous,  e.xcision  is  the  treatment  always  adopted  ; 
cut  away  tlie  omentum  close  to  the  mouth  of  the  hernial  bag, 
and  leave  the  remainder  to  plug  up  the  opening  ; the  vessels 
must  be  secured.  The  practice  of  the  old  surgeons  used  to  be, 
to  apply  a ligature  on  the  i)art  j ust  above  the  gangrene,  a prac- 
tice that  one  scarcely  knows  how  sufficiently  to  condemn.  VV  hat 
is  the  operation  for  strangulated  hernia  performed  for  ? to  ac- 
complish what  object.’  Why,  to  relieve  the  omentum  or  intes- 
tine from  its  strangulated  state.  I'nderthe  old  plan,  no  sooner 
was  this  done,  than  a stricture,  worse  than  the  one  which  ex- 
isted before  tlie  operation,  was  produced ; consequently  the 
continuation  of  the  symptoms  and  ultimately  destruction  of 
life,  used  to  be  the  consequence.  Tlie  practice  is  one  that 
cannot  be  thought  of  without  our  being  shocked  that  it  was 
ever  adopted. 

Treatment  after  the  Operation. — You  must  bring  the  integu- 
ments together,  and  keep  them  in  apposition  by  means  of  su- 
tures; do  not  include  any  parts  in  the  sutures  but  the  skin, 
and  bring  the  edges  so  in  contact  as  to  produce  adhesion  ; if 
you  can  effect  this  a great  advantage  will  be  gained.  After 
the  operation  for  strangulated  hernia  there  are  two  things 
from  which  danger  is  to  be  apprehended  ; first,  that  the  in- 
testines may  not  perform  their  office,  and  the  feces  not  pass 
in  their  natural  course ; secondly  and  principally,  that  iieri- 
toneal  inflam matioii  may  come  on,  and  produce  the  same 
effect  as  if  gangrene  were  present.  The  object  then  should 
be  to  close  the  wound  as  completely  as  possible,  and  for  this 
purpose  slight  pressure  will  be  of  service.  If  the  hernial  sac 
remains  open,  the  process  of  adhesion  will  be  difficult ; but 
if  adhesion  of  the  sac  takes  place,  peritoneal  inflammation  will 
probably  be  prevented.  After  the  integumeuts  have  been 
brought  together  by  means  of  sutures,  .slight  pressure  should 
be  made  by  dossils  of  lint,  and  the  parts  should  be  supported 
in  a sus|)ensnry  bandage.  The  suspensory  bandage  will  be  of 
use  in  pieventing  the  formation  of  matter  in  the  scrotum. 
There  are  three  things,  then,  that  you  are  to  attend  to  in  the 
after  treatment : first,  keeping  the  parts  together  by  sutures  ; 
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secondly,  applying  pressure  by  dossils  of  lint ; thirdly,  the  use 
of  the  suspensory  bandage.  You  order  the  patient  to  keep 
the  horizontal  posture,  but  above  all,  direct  that  he  have  his 
evacuations  on  foul  linen,  and  not  be  allowed  to  get  up.  If 
strict  orders  be  not  given  to  this  effect,  the  patient  will  get  up 
to  go  to  stool,  and  great  mischief  will  most  probably  be  done 
by  the  exertion.  Mr.  Cline  operated  on  a patient  in  this 
hospital  for  strangulated  hernia,  and  the  parts  were  returned 
to  the  abdomen ; but  the  patient  got  out  of  bed  a short  time 
after  the  operation,  and  when  on  the  close-.stool  the  intestine 
descended  into  the  sac,  and  disidaced  the  dressings.  Mr. 
Cline  was  sent  for,  who  found  the  hernia  as  large  as  before 
the  operation ; he  reduced  it,  and  ordered  that  the  patient 
should  not  quit  his  bed.  I mention  this  ease  to  point  out  to 
you  the  necessity  of  enjoining  the  horizontal  posture.  You 
will  be  gratified  on  tbe  following  day  if  the  patient  have  a 
motion.  Jii  five  or  six  hours  after  the  oifcration  give  a little 
sulphate  of  magnesia  or  castor  oil.  'fhe  more  motions 
a patient  has  after  the  operation  for  hernia  the  better  ; 1 never 
saw  any  injury  done  to  persons  from  having  too  many,  but 
have  seen  them  die  for  want  of  a sufficient  number.  When 
a patient  has  two  or  three  motions,  the  surgeon  thinks  he  will 
do  w’ell,  but  the  danger  is  not  over,  and  it  will  be  necessary 
to  keep  up  a free  discharge  from  the  bowels  by  ojtening  me- 
dicines, or  the  patient  w'ill  die.  The  histoi  y of  a case  is  ge- 
nerally this : in  four  or  five  hours  after  the  operation  the 
patient  has  a motion,  and  in  the  course  of  twenty  four  hours, 
two  or  three,  and  he  will  be  supposed  to  be  doing  well.  On 
the  following  day  there  will  be  no  motion  ; the  abdomen  is 
tense  and  tender  to  the  touch,  and  vomiting  comes  on.  'I'he 
patient,  gentlemen,  at  this  time  is  in  the  greatest  danger:  you 
must  bleed  largely  and  purge  him  freely  by  medicines  oi- in- 
jections. You  do  not  find  that  the  peritoneal  inflammation 
usually  comes  on,  if  venesection  has  been  rcsoi  ted  to  before 
the  operation.  Calomel  with  opium  should  be  given  ; five, 
or  even  in  some  cases  ten,  grains  of  calomel,  and  from  one  to 
two  grains  of  opium.  It  will  be  useless  to  give  calomel  with 
any  other  medicine  than  opium,  for  it  will  be  rejected  ; pur- 
gative elysters,  together  with  cathartic  extract,  should  also  be 
administered.  Were  I tell  you  liow  many  I have  known  do 
well  for  three  days,  and  then  die  after  all,  1 should  enumerate 
a long  list ; great  danger  is  to  be  a|)prehenderi  for  some  time 
afterwards,  and  even  those  who  have  two  or  three  motions 
within  the  first  twenty-four  hours  often  die.  'I  he  |)atient 
will  be  sometimes  affected  with  hiccough  ; this  i.s  not  the  result 
of  gangrene,  but  peritoneal  inflammation,  and  intist  be  iretvted 
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by  bleeding  and  purgatives ; these  may  be  aided  by  a little 
opium. 

I will  mention  to  you  the  most  striking  e.x-aniple  that  now 
occurs  to  my  mind  of  hiccough  after  the  operation.  I was  sent 
for  to  Maidstone,  to  oj)erate  on  a patient  for  strangulated 
hernia.  The  gentleman  had  a large  intestinal  hernia,  and  the 
symptoms  were  exceedingly  severe.  I performed  the  opera- 
tion, returned  the  intestine,  and  left  the  patient  in  what  is 
termed  a comfortable  state.  1 was  exceedingly  gratified  on 
the  following  day  to  hear  that  the  patient  was  very  easy ; but 
it  was  stated  in  the  letter  that  the  hiccough  was  as  bad  as 
when  I operated.  I wrote  to  say  that  this  was  not  the  result 
of  gangrene.  No,  gentlemen,  I assure  you,  it  is  the  result  of 
peritoneal  infiammation  ; and  take  my  word  for  it,  no  other 
means  but  the  antiphlogistie  treatment  will  do.  The  patient 
of  whom  I am  speaking  was  bled  twice.  The  operation  was 
performed  on  Monday,  and  the  hiccough  did  not  leave  him  till 
the  following  Sunday ; during  great  part  of  the  time  there  was 
tenderness  of  the  abdomen  on  pressure.  The  hiccough  then,  I 
again  repeat,  is  not  the  result  of  gangrene,  but  of  inflamma- 
tion of  the  peritoneum,  or  intestine.  The  treatment  you  are 
to  ])ursue  is  to  deplete  the  patient,  aud  procure  copious  eva- 
cuations from  the  intestines. 

I will  tell  you  the  circumstances  to  be  attended  to  re- 
specting the  return  of  a hernia  : — The  operation  does  not 
prevent  the  future  descent  of  the  intestine ; but  the  applica- 
tion of  a truss  early  prevents  it  from  being  so  large.  The 
patient  should  be  kept  in  bed  for  some  time  after  the  opera- 
tion, and  good  granulations  be  produced.  Dossils  of  lint 
should  be  applied  and  a truss,  so  as  to  make  pressure,  and 
close  the  upper  part  of  the  sac.  Never  let  the  patient  rise 
from  bed  without  a truss  to  press  on  the  sides  of  the  sac.  It 
has  been  proposed  to  cut  away  the  hernial  sac,  in  order  to 
produce  a more  rapid  cure.  The  hernial  sac  has  been  cut 
away ; and  I will  relate  to  you  a case  in  which  you  will  have 
au  opportunity  of  seeing  the  result  of  this  treatment -.—Mr. 
Holt,  an  intelligent  surgeon,  sent  for  me  to  go  with  him  to 
Tottenham,  as  he  was  going  to  perform  the  operation  for 
.strangulated  hernia  ; 1 went;  and  Mr.  Holt  operated ; all  the 
steps  of  the  operation  were  well  performed.  When  the  stric- 
ture was  divided,  and  the  parts  returned,  Mr.  Holt  said,  what 
shall  we  do  with  the  hernial  sac,  for  it  appears  quite  detached 
and  isolated  ? I stated,  that  I thought  it  would  he  a fine  op- 
portunity for  ascertaining  the  result  of  cutting  away  the  hernial 
sac.  It  was  removed  at  the  neck,  and  in  three  weeks  from 
this,  hearing  that  the  woman  was  out  of  bed,  1 called  on  her; 
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she  was  up  and  liad  a truss  on.  On  exaniining  the  part,  1 
found  that  there  was  a rupture  as  large  as  that  before  the 
operation,  nay  larger,  and  that  there  was  no  adhesion  of  the 
mouth  of  the  sac. 

The  cutting  away  of  the  hernial  sac  is  quite  useless.  Plans 
have  been  proposed  of  introducing  gold  wire  for  the  purpose 
of  dividing  the  hernial  sac  at  the  mouth,  also  of  rubbing  the 
parts  with  certain  substances  for  the  purpose  of  exciting  ad- 
hesive inflammation  ; but  all  these  proposals  are  mere  quack- 
eries. One  of  those  fellows  who  are  in  the  habit  of  publishing 
their  cures  of  hernia,  and  tlieir  methods  of  preventing  the  fu- 
ture descent  of  the  hernial  sac,  called  upon  me,  and  asked 
whether  I would  like  to  go  and  see  a patient  of  his,  whom  he 
had  cured  by  rubbing  the  parts  with  some  preparation.  “ Why, 
upon  my  word,”  said  I,  “ 1 feel  no  inclination  to  go,  for  I 
know  you  might  just  as  well  ask  me  to  go  and  see  you  jump 
to  the  moon  !” — “ Well,  sir,”  said  he,  “ then  you  will  not  see 
him?” — “No,”  said  I,  “I  will  not.”  Four  or  five  months 
after,  this  man,  having  quarrelled  with  the  junto  with  which 
he  was  united,  came  to  me,  and  said,  “ Sir,  it  was  entirely  an 
imposition.  What  do  you  suppose  we  rubbed  our  patients 
with,  in  order  to  impose  upon  the  public  ?” — “ I cannot  tell,” 
said  I. — “ Sir,”  replied  he,  “ it  was  nothing  but  hedge-hog's 
fet.  It  cost  us  some  trouble  to  catch  our  hedge-hogs  ; but  it 
was  the  fat  of  that  animal  with  which  we  pretended  to  prevent 
the  descent  of  hernia.” — You  may  suppose,  gentlemen,  that  I 
felt  no  regret  at  having  refused  to  see  this  man’s  patient. 

Operation  for  large  Hernia. 

J shall  now  proceed  to  describe  to  you  the  operation  for 
hernia  when  of  considerable  size,  which  requires  a very  dif- 
ferent mode  of  treatment  from  hernia  of  a small  size.  1 know 
no  situation  in  which  a man  is  placed  under  greater  difficulty 
than  that  in  which  a surgeon  has  to  operate  on  a hernia^  of 
very  considerable  size,  and  finds  a great  quantity  of  intestine 
in  the  lap  of  the  patient,  and  the  parts  so  diminished  from 
the  length  of  time  the  hernia  has  existed,  that  there  is  no 
room  left  for  the  return  of  the  intestine  which  has  descended. 
He  tries  to  push  back  the  intestine  ; it  eludes  its  efforts,  and 
after  repeated  attem|)ts,  when  he  has  at  length  succeeded  in 
returning  a considerable  portion  of  it  into  the  abdomen,  the 
whole  rushes  down  again  into  the  scrotum.  So  much  handling 
of  the  intestine  necessarily  leads  to  such  a degree  of  inflam- 
mation as  to  occasion  the  dcatli  of  the  patient.  In  tliis  man- 
ner a large  hernia,  when  operated  upon  in  the  common  way, 
generally  proves  destructive  to  life.  Here  is  an  example  (ex- 
hibiting a preparation  to  the  class)  which  shows  you  the  result 
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of  such  cases.  This  preparation  was  taken  from  a patient  in 
the  other  liospital,  wlio  had  a hernia  of  a very  considerable  size, 
which  was  operated  upon  in  the  common  way,  by  making  an 
incision  into  the  hernial  sac.  The  surgeon  who  performed  the 
operation,  finding  the  intestine  returning  upon  him  in  the 
manner  I have  described,  another  surgeon,  who  was  present, 
said,  “ Let  me  try.”  He  began  trying  apparently  very  gently 
and  carefully,  but  the  intestine  eluded  his  attempts,  and  upon 
his  using  a little  more  force,  it  burst,  and  ^he  feces  escaped 
over  his  hands.  This  man  lived  a week  after  the  operation, 
and  then  died  from  want  of  nutrition.  It  was  the  small  in- 
testine which  burst,  and  the  feces  escaping  by  the  orifice, 
there  was  no  opportunity  for  such  a degree  of  lacteal  absorp- 
tion as  was  necessary  for  the  support  of  his  constitution,  and 
he  died  from  irritation  and  inanition. 

I shall  now  give  you  an  account  of  a case,  and  describe  to 
you  an  operation  which  is  not  difficult,  and  which  may  be 
adopted  with  safety  to  the  patient  in  these  cases.  After  the 
lecture,  one  evening,  Mr.  Uirch’s  dresser  came  to  me  and 
said,  “ Sir,  there  is  a patient  with  a veiy  large  hernia,  which 
is  strangulated  ; Mr.  Uirch  docs  not  like  to  come  down  to  the 
hospital  at  such  an  hour,  and  1 should  he  glad  if  you  would 
undertake  it.”  I went  immediately;  the  patient  was  brought 
into  the  operating  theatre,  and  a most  formidable  hernia  it 
was.  I said  to  the  gentlemen  in  the  theatre,  if  1 operate  in 
the  usual  manner  on  this  hernia,  1 know  what  will  be  the 
result;  1 shall  either  burst  the  intestine  in  attempting  to  re- 
turn it,  or  1 shall  not  be  able  to  return  it  at  all ; 1 will  not 
open  the  heridal  sac.  The  man  was  placed  on  the  table,  and 
1 operated  upon  him  in  the  following  manner ; — 1 made  an 
incision  to  the  extent  of  three  inches  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
hernia,  an  inch  and  a half  above  the  abdominal  ring,  and  an 
inch  and  a half  below  it,  believing  that  1 should  find  the 
stricture  at  the  abdominal  ring,  as  it  was  a large  hernia,  or 
not  more  than  an  inch  above  the  ring.  This  incision  exposed 
the  tendon  of  the  external  oblique,  above  the  abdominal  ring, 
and  the  fascia  of  the  coitl,  or  superficial  fascia,  which  is  de- 
rived from  the  tendon  of  the  external  oblique  below  the  ring. 
Having  made  this  incision,  and  laid  bare  the  fascia  of  the  cord, 
1 made  a small  opening  to  the  extent  of  about  an  inch  below 
the  abdominal  ring,  and  put  a director  into  it.  Having  insi- 
nuated the  director  between  the  fascia  of  the  cord  and  the 
cremaster,  1 passed  it  under  the  abdominal  ring;  and  carrying 
a probe-pointed  bistoury  upon  this  director,  1 divided  the  ring 
to  the  extent  of  an  inch.  . I then  put  my  hands  upon  each 
side  of  this  immense  swelling  ; and  as  soon  as  1 did  so,  1 had 
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the  pleasure  of  lieariug  the  gurgling  noise,  which  every 
surgeon  acqnained  with  this  subject  knows  to  be  the  token 
of  the  contents  of  the  intestine  passing  into  the  abdomen  : a 
portion  of  the  intestines  was  returned  into  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen,  but  all  the  force  I could  venture  to  use  could  not 
return  the  whole.  By  dividing  the  stricture,  however,  the 
man  was  relieved  from  the  symptoms  under  which  he  had  pre- 
viously laboured.  On  the  following  morning,  when  I visited 
the  patient,  1 found  that  he  had  a very  bad  cough,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  the  contents  of  the  abdomen  had  been  thrown 
again  into  the  sac,  and  the  hernia  was  as  large  as  when  I per- 
formed the  operation.  There  was  no  symptoms  of  strangu- 
lation, however;  the  portion  of  intestine  was  easily  returned 
into  the  abdomen  by  pressure  ; and  I had  ultimately  the  satis- 
faction of  seeing  this  man  discharged  from  tlie  hospital  per- 
fectly cured.  I have  performed  this  operation  three  times  : 
in  two  cases  successfully  : in  one  of  them  the  patient  after- 
wards died  of  peritoneal  inflammation.  All  you  have  to  do  is, 
to  bring  the  edges  of  the  wound  together,  aud  let  the  hernia, 
if  large,  remain.  The  patient  whose  case  I just  mentioned 
wears  a bag-truss,  and  is  in  the  habit  of  coming  to  Launday’s 
to  get  a new  truss,  which  is  made  to  lace  so  as  to  reduce  the 
size  of  the  hernia.  If  1 had  a large  hei’iiia  strangulated,  this 
is  the  operation  which  I would  have  performed. 

Hernia  in  the  Inguinal  Canal. 

'J'here  is  a small  hernia  that  occurs  above  the  abdominal  ring, 
and  does  not  emerge  through  it  at  all,  which  is  equally  as  dan- 
gerous as  a hernia  of  twenty  times  its  magnitude.  This  is  a 
case  which  it  is  difficult  to  ascertain  in  the  living  subject. 
A patient  will  come  to  you  with  symptoms  of  strangulated 
hernia,  and  you  find  a fulness  on  one  side  above  the  abdomi- 
nal ring,  which  is  not  observable  on  the  other ; tenderness 
upon  (iressure  of  the  part  where  the  fulness  es,  and  a great 
disposition  to  vomit.  The  operation  which  it  will  be  necessary 
to  perform  in  this  case  is,  to  make  an  incision  along  the  course 
of  the  Inguinal  canal,  a little  obliquely  above  the  abdominal 
ring,  so  as  to  avoid  making  the  opening  large.  The  incision 
through  the  integuments  lays  bare  the  tendon  of  the  c.xternal 
oblique;  having  laid  bare  this  tendon,  and  made  an  incision 
through  it,  the  hernia  immediately  appears  projecting  through 
the  edges  of  the  wound.  'I’he  hernial  bag  is  covered  by  a ten- 
dinous process,  which  passes  from  the  upper  a|icrture,  from 
which  the  hernia  proceeds.  As  soon  as  the  hernial  sac  is  laid 
bare,  a little  fluid  escapes;  you  will  find  the  stricture  at  the 
orifice.  Here  is  a beautiful  iircparation  (exhibiting  it  to  the 
class)  in  which  you  see  the  stricture,  and  the  appearances  which 
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the  hernial  sac  assumes.  You  are  to  introduce  a small  di- 
rector into  the  orifice,  and  divide  the  stricture  by  making  a 
slit  upwards  with  a probe-pointed  bistoury. 


LECTURE  XXX. 


Of  Inguinal  Hernia  in  the  Female. 

This  disease  is  of  less  frequent  occurrence  in  the  female  than 
in  the  male,  in  eonsequeuce  of  the  smallness  of  the  parts 
through  which  the  ligamentum  rotundum  descends.  The 
abdominal  ring  is  small,  the  passage  of  the  ligamentum 
rotundum  from  the  abdomen  much  less  than  in  the  male, 
and  the  inguinal  canal,  upon  the  whole,  less.  Hernia  in 
the  female  is  therefore  comparitively  rare.  When  it  occurs, 
the  cour.se  which  it  takes  is  similar  to  that  of  inguinal  hernia 
in  the  male,  comparing  the  ligamentum  rotundum  in  the 
former  case  to  the  spermatic  cord  in  the  latter.  It  begins 
midway  between  the  spine  of  the  ilium  and  the  symphysis 
pubis;  its  origin  being  situated  on  the  c.xternal  side  of  the 
epigastric  artery.  It  then  enters  the  inguinal  canal,  passes 
along  the  canal,  under  the  internal  oblique  and  transver- 
salis  muscles,  till  it  reaches  the  abdominal  ring,  where  it 
emerges.  Hernia  in  the  female  is  commonly  small,  especially 
in  the  labia ; the  sac  is  much  more  considerable  above  the  ab- 
dominal ring  than  below  it.  On  this  account  there  is  consi- 
derable difficulty  in  the  performance  of  an  operation  for  this 
hernia.  When  you  dissect  a hernia  in  the  female,  you  will 
find  immediately  below  the  labia,  a fascia  covering  the  hernia 
similar  to  that  in  the  male;  the  abdominal  ring  gives  off  a 
fascia,  which  descends  into  the  labia.  When  the  hernia  is  re- 
ducible, it  requires  a truss  similar  to  that  used  for  the  male  ; 
as  it  is  generally  small,  it  will  give  way  to  pressure  after  about 
a twelvemonth’s  use,  but  it  will  be  right  to  continue  the  truss 
for  two  years  longer.  Inguinal  hernia  is  more  commonly  re- 
ducible in  the  female  than  in  the  male ; in  fact,  I have  never 
seen  an  instance  of  irreducible  hernia  in  the  female.  If  you 
should  meet  with  one  which  contained  omentum,  you  should 
endeavour  so  to  apply  the  truss  as  to  promote  absorption  of 
the  omentum,  and  produce  an  adhesion  between  it  and  the  in- 
ternal part  of  the  sac.  When,  from  the  gurgling  noise,  you 
ascertain  that  intestine  has  descended,  it  will  be  desirable  that 
a truss  should  be  constructed  with  a hollow  in  the  pad,  so  as 
to  embrace  the  hernia,  and  prevent  the  increase  of  its  Imlk, 
while  at  the  same  time  it  docs  not  make  such  a degree  of  pres- 
sure as  to  give  any  interruption  to  the  passage  of  the  faices. 
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When  this  hernia  is  strangulated,  tlie  operation  for  it  differs 
in  some  respects  from  that  required  for  inguinal  hernia  in  the 
male.  When  you  have  made  your  incision  upon  the  hernia 
below  the  ring,  you  will  find  that  the  peiitioneal  bag  does  not 
contain  either  intestine  or  omentum,  and  that  nothing  but  a 
little  water  escape.s.  This  leads  you  to  slit  up  the  abdominal 
ring,  and  on  putting  your  finger  within  it,  you  will  find  some- 
thing contained  within  the  sac,  above  the  ring  ; this  is  gene- 
rally intestine,  but  sometimes  a portion  of  omentum  descends 
with  it.  All  the  cases  of  inguinal  hernia  in  the  female  which 
I have  seen  have  been  intestinal.  Having  divided  the  tendon 
of  the  external  oblique,  you  will  find  a convolution  of  intestine 
has  descended,  and  you  will  then  look  for  the  stricture,  which 
you  will  generally  find  about  two  inches  above  the  abdominal 
ring.  In  the  male,  the  inguinal  canal  is  considerably  shortened 
by  the  ai)proximation  of  the  upper  to  the  lower  opening,  but 
in  the  female  the  canal  undergoes  little  alteration,  and  you 
will  in  general  therefore  find  the  orifice  of  the  hernial  sac  at 
the  distance  of  at  least  two  inches  from  the  abdominal  ring. 
Having  slit  np  the  tendon  of  the  external  oblique  from  an 
inch  to  an  inch  and  a half,  and  directed  your  assistant  to  draw 
it  up,  you  will  put  a director  within  the  sac,  feel  for  the  stric- 
ture, and  dilate  it  upwards  or  outwards  towards  the  spinous 
process  of  the  ilium.  The  general  rule  is  to  divide  it  up- 
wards, but  it  may  be  divided  outwards  with  safety,  as  there  is 
no  danger  in  this  case  of  cutting  the  epigastric  artery,  which 
is  on  the  inner  side,  'i’he  last  case  of  strangulated  hernia,  in 
the  female,  which  I saw  at  Guy’s,  was  one  under  the  care  of 
Mr.  Forster,  and  it  was  a v'ery  embarassing  one.  When  Mr. 
Forster  had  made  his  incision  below  the  abdominal  I'ing,  he 
was  surprised  at  observing  a gush  of  water;  and  finding  no 
appearance  of  either  intestine  or  omentum,  he  doubted  at  first 
for  a moment  whether  the  disease  was  any  thing  more  than  a 
cyst  containing  water  ; but  on  insinuating  his  finger  into  the 
abdominal  ring,  which  he  did  with  some  difficulty,  he  found  a 
considerable  bag  above  it.  Upon  slitting  up  the  abdominal 
ring,  and  the  tendon  of  the  external  oblique  towards  the  spine 
of  tile  ilium,  he  found  a very  small  convolution  of  intestine 
embraced  at  the  orifice  of  the  hernial  bag,  which  vvti.s  the 
seat  of  the  stricture.  He  introduced  a director,  dilated  the 
stricture;  and  this  patient  did  extremely  well.  In  this  hernia, 
it  is  to  be  recollected  that  the  stricture  is,  in  almost  all  cases, 
at  a very  considerable  distance  above  the  abdominal  ring.  I 
am  not  aware  that  I have  atiy  other  observations  to  make  on 
this  disease  as  it  occurs  in  the  female,  and  1 shall  proceed 
therefore  to  the  consideration  of 
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Congenital  Hernia. 

This,  as  you  are  aware,  is  usually  hernia  of  the  tunica  vagi- 
nalis testis,  but  it  does  not  always  happen  that  hernia  of  the 
tunica  vaginalis  is  congenital ; it  sometimes  appears  in  the 
adult.  The  way  in  which  it  takes  place  may  be  thus  ex- 
plained : — the  tunica  vaginalis  is  open  to  the  abdomen  a little 
prior  to  birth,  so  that  a portion  of  intestine  is  very  readily  ad- 
mitted into  this  part.  It  scarcely  ever  happens  in  the  young 
subject  that  anything  but  intestine  is  contained  in  hernia  of 
the  tunica  vaginaHs,  the  omentum  not  reaching  so  low  as  the 
orifice.  If  the  tunica  vaginalis  is  not  closed  immediately  after 
the  birth  of  the  child,  a hernia  will  make  its  appearance.  The 
appearance  of  this  hernia  is  well  known  to  nurses  ; they  make 
a distinction  between  what  they  call  a watery  and  a windy 
rupture.  Now  what  they  call  a watery  rupture  is  hydrocele, 
which  not  uncommonly  takes  places  in  very  young  children  . 
and  what  they  term  a windy  ru[>ture,  is  hernia  congenita; 
The  former  is  quite  transparent,  and,  if  not  congenital,  is  ca- 
pable of  being  returned  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen  ; the 
latter  may  be  returned  into  the  abdomen,  and  in  so  doing  you 
will  hear  a gurgling  noise.  It  sometimes  happens  that  the 
tunica  vaginalis,  though  not  closed,  will  not  admit  of  the 
descent  of  a portion  of  intestine,  because  the  oiifice  is  ex- 
tremely small,  and  the  person  will  arrive  at  the  age  of  from 
twenty  to  thirty  years  before  the  hernia  appears.  The  descent 
of  a small  convolution  of  intestine  is  then  generally  the  effect 
either  of  relaxation  or  of  some  sudden  or  disproportioned 
e.xertion.  There  is  a specimen  in  the  collection  of  a tunica 
vaginalis  oiien  iii  the  adult ; the  opening  is  sufficient  to  admit 
a large  bougie,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  the  person  from 
whom  it  was  taken  ever  had  hernia.  When  you  meet  with  a 
case  of  hernia  of  the  tunica  vaginalis  in  the  adult,  and  you 
ask  him  how  long  he  has  had  hernia,  he  will  tell  you  for  a very 
short  time — from  a week  or  ten  days  to  two  or  three  months, 
but  that  he  is  perfectly  sure  he  never  had  it  when  a child. 

When  intestine  or  omentum  has  dc.scended  into  the  tunica 
vaginalis,  reaching  to  the  lower  part  of  the  scrotum,  the  tes- 
ticle is  involved  in  the  swelling,  so  that  it  cannot  be  distinctly 
felt.  This  is  a distinguishing  mark  between  congenital  hernia, 
or  hernia  of  the  tunica  vaginalis,  and  common  hernia  ; the 
former  is  much  more  concealed  and  buried  in  the  surrounding 
parts.  In  the  latter,  the  coverings  of  the  hernia,  namely,  the 
fascia  of  the  cord  and  the  cremaster  are  thin  ; but  tke  tunica 
vaginalis  being  thicker  than  the  peritoneum,  the  parts  are  not 
so  readily  distinguishable  in  hernia  of  the  tunica  vaginalis  as 
in  the  common  hernia.  The  testicle  is,  besides,  considerably 
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(liniinislietl  in  size  in  the  latter  species  of  hernia,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  pressure  on  the  sac  preventing  the  free  circula- 
tion of  the  blood-vessels  in  that  part.  In  hernia  of  the  tunica 
vaginalis,  the  spermatic  cord  is  not  unfrequently  altered  in  its 
direction,  the  artery  and  vein  being  on  one  side,  and  the  vas 
deferens  situated  posteriorly  in  the  outer  part.  Here  is  a 
beautiful  specimen  (exhibiting  it  to  the  class)  illustrating  this 
case.  ,Jt  not  unfrequently  happens,  in  this  species  of  hernia, 
that  the  testicle  does  not  descend  completely  into  the  scrotnin, 
and  the  peritoneal  sac  descends  lower  than  the  situation  of 
the  testicle. 

When  the  hernia  is  in  a reducible  state,  and  n child  is 
brought  to  you  whose  testicle  is  situated  above  the.  abdominal 
ring,  you  should  advise  the  parent  on  no  account  to  apply  a 
truss,  but  to  let  the  hernia  extend  itself  until  it  has  gradually 
brought  down  the  testicle  into  the  scrotum,  and  then,  and  not 
till  then,  to  apply  a truss.  Many  years  ago,  a gentleman 
hvonght  his  child  to  me  with  hernia,  whose  testicle  had  not 
descended,  and  asked  me  what  was  to  be  done.  1 told  him, 
if  a truss  were  applied,  it  would  press  upon  the  testicle,  waste, 
and  at  length  destroy  it ; but  if  the  hernia  were  suffered  to  in- 
crease till  the  testicle  was  brought  down  into  the  scrotum, 
there  was  but  little  risk  of  its  being  strangulated  in  very  young 
subjects,  and  when  the  testicle  had  descended,  it  would  be 
the  proper  time  to  apply  a truss.  This  gentleman  brought  his 
son  to  me  when  he  was  nineteen  years  of  age ; his  testicle  had 
then  descended,  and  a truss  was  applied,  which  kept  it  below 
the  abdominal  ring.  I am  happy  to  say  that  this  patient,  who 
now  holds  a distinguished  situation,  has  taken  to  himself  a 
wife,  and  produced  to  himself  a numerous  progeny.  When 
you  arc  therefore  consulted  under  such  circumstances,  this  is 
the  plan,  gentlemen,  which  I recommend  you  to  pursue.  You 
will  be  consulted  in  cases  of  hernia  congenita  as  to  the  time 
at  which  a truss  should  be  worn  : a truss  with  springs  may  be 
applied  when  the  child  is  thi  ec  months  old.  'J'hc  reason  w'hy 
a truss  has  not  been  applied  sooner  is,  that  the  parts  are  kept 
in  so  wet  a state  that  a truss  is  very  speedily  destroyed.  How- 
ever, this  reason  no  longer  exists;  for  an  ingenious  truss  has 
been  constructed  by  Messrs  Salmon  and  Ody,  which  may  be 
worn  almost  immediatelv — within  a fortnight  at  least — after 
the  birth  of  the  child.  The  pressure  should  be  extremely  light ; 
in  general,  you  should  recommend  the  parent,  at  first,  to  have 
a truss  made  in  the  form  of  the  common  spring-truss,  without 
any  spring.  pad,  retained  by  a leathern  straji,  should  be 
|)laced  ui)on  the  hernia*  fa.'^teni'd  round  the  abdomen  of  the 
child  ; and  another  strap  thould  be  passed  between  its  thigh.s. 
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While  the  cliild  is  kept  in  the  horizontal  position  in  the  arms, 
the  hernia  will,  in  general  be  prevented  from  descending; 
and,  at  the  end  of  three  months,  a truss  may  be  borne  with 
ease. 

With  respect  to  the  congenital  hernia,  in  the  irreducible 
state,  I do  not  know  that  any  particular  treatment  can  be 
adopted  ditrerent  from  that  which  is  practised  in  the  common 
inguinal  hernia.  The  operation  in  stranenlated  hernia  of  the 
tunica  vaginalis  is  more  difficult  than  that  in  the  common 
hernia,  the  parts  Hi  the  former  being  more  concealed  and  in- 
volved in  thicker  parietes  than  in  the  latter.  When  yon  make 
your  incision  on  the  sac,  you  should  take  care  not  to  open  the 
tunica  vaginalis  low  down,  for  two  very  obvious  reasons  : first, 
because  yon  should  always  have  sufficient  tunica  vaginalis  to 
cover  the  testicle,  to  prevent  any  unnecessary  irritation  ; and 
secondly,  because  the  spermatic  artery  and  vein  are  situated 
obliquely  on  the  fore  part,  and  you  would  be  in  danger  of  cut- 
ting through  each  of  these.  You  should  therefore  leave  three 
inches  of  the  tunica  vaginalis  undivided  below.  In  general  a 
considerable  quantity  of  water  is  found  with  the  intestine  in 
the  tunica  vaginalis,  a much  greater  quantity  than  in  the  com- 
mon hernia  ; because  the  tunica  vaginalis  is  a more  secreting 
surface  than  the  peritoneum.  In  congenital  hernia  the  stric- 
ture is  generally  about  an  inch  and  a half  above  the  abdomi- 
nal ring.  When  the  hernia  is  very  large,  the  seat  of  stricture 
will  descend  to  within  half  an  inch  or  an  inch  of  the  abdomi- 
nal ring ; but  this  very  rarely  happens.  I have  already  en- 
deavoured to  expose  to  you  the  falsity  of  those  statements 
which  place  the  seat  of  stricture  at  the  abdominal  ring.  Every 
surgeon,  who  has  operated  five  times  in  inguinal  hernia,  and 
knows  anything  of  the  anatomy  of  the  human  body  and  of 
practical  surgery,  must  be  aware  that  the  stricture  is  hardly 
ever  to  be  found  at  the  abdominal  ring.  In  hernia  congenita, 
it  is  even  less  frequently  to  be  found  in  that  situation  than  in 
common  inguinal  hernia.  If,  therefore,  a surgeon  is  called 
upon  to  operate  for  strangulated  hernia,  and  expects  to  find 
the  stricture  at  the  abdominal  ring,  he  is  not  fit  to  perform  the 
operation  at  all;  and  if  any  of  you  were  to  state,  in  your  exa- 
mination at  the  College,  that  the  abdominal  ring  was  the  seat 
of  stricture,  such  a man  ought  to  he  immediately  turned  back. 
It  is  contrary  to  the  truth ; and  every  man,  who  has  dissected 
the  disease,  and  understands  anatomy,  must  know  it  to  be  a 
most  abominable  error.  I call  it  a most  abominable  error; 
because  it  necessarily  leads  to  the  most  dangerous  consequences 
in  the  operation  for  strangulated  hernia.  A man,  who  thinks 
that  by  slitting  up  the  abdominal  ring  he  can  push  the  intes- 
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tines  into  the  abdomen,  either  fails  in  doing  it  altogether,  or  ' 
if  he  gets  a portion  of  intestine  within  the  ring,  the  stricture 
and  all  the  dangerous  symptoms  of  strangulation  still  remains. 
You  will  look  for  the  stricture,  therefore,  in  congenital  her- 
nia, at  an  inch  or  an  inch  and  a half  above  the  abdominal 
ring,  and  directly  opposite  to  the  tendon  of  the  transversalis 
muscle.  I am  not  aware  of  any  circumstance  in  this  opera- 
tion which  differs  from  that  adopted  in  the  common  inguinal 
hernia.  When  the  intestine  adheres  generally  to  the  tunica 
vaginalis,  all  you  are  to  do  is  to  divide  the  stricture,  and  leave 
the  intestine  within  the  tunica  vaginalis.  If  the  adhesion  is 
only  in  a particular  point,  you  might  cut  through  it ; but  you 
must  not  attempt  to  cut  through  any  considerable  portion  of 
the  tunica  vaginalis,  as  you  would  run  great  risk  of  dividing 
the  spermatic  artery  or  vein.  All  you  should  do,  after  dividing 
the  stricture,  is  to  bring  the  edges  of  the  wound  together,  and 
make  them  adhere  ; in  this  way  you  leave  the  patient  as  you 
found  him,  with  his  irreducible  hernia,  but  relieved  from  the 
dangerous  symptoms  of  strangulation.  The  patient  should 
wear  a laced  bag-truss  after  the  operation. 

Theie  is  a particular  species  of  hernia  of  the  tunica  vagina- 
lis, of  which  I have  hitherto  seen  but  three  e.xamples  ; there 
are  two  specimens  in  the  College,  and  one  I shall  now  send 
round  to  you.  This  is  an  encysted  hernia  of  the  tunica  vagina- 
lis ; and  I shall  endeavour  to  ex|)lain  to  you  the  way  in  which 
it  takes  place.  The  hernia  in  this  case  is  very  much  con- 
cealed within  the  scrotum  ; a bag  is  situated  within  the  tunica 
vaginalis,  which  is  not  formed  by  peritoneum,  but  is  a cyst 
produced  in  the  following  manner  : — Opposite  to  the  situation 
of  the  abdominal  ring  adhesion  takes  place  between  the  sides 
of  the  tunica  vaginalis,  and  a pouch  is  formed  leading  into  the 
tunica  vaginalis.  A stricture  crosses  the  bag  directly  opposite 
to  the  abdominal  ring,  shutting  it  up;  and  as  the  intestine 
descends  into  the  upper  part  of  the  bag,  the  adhesion  becomes 
elongated,  and  at  length  a sac  is  produced.  The  case  from 
which  this  preparation  was  taken  I had  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  at  the  other  hospital.  The  patient  was  under  the  care 
of  Mr.  Forster;  he  came  to  the  hospital  with  symptoms  of 
strangulation,  but  the  hernia  was  c-xtrcmcly  concealed.  He 
was  frequently  persuaded  to  submit  to  the  operation  for  stran- 
gulated hernia,  but  he  constantly  refused,  and  chose  rather  to 
die  than  to  undergo  the  operation.  On  examination  of  the 
body  after  death,  it  w.as  found  that  a_  cyst  had  formed,  con- 
taining a convolution  of  intestine,  which  became  strangulated 
at  the  orifice,  and  was  the  cause  of  death.  'I  here  was  a qnan- 
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tity  of  water  in  the  cyst ; tlie  stricture  was  just  at  the  month 
of  the  adhesion  in  the  tunica  vaginalis. 

Of  Femoral  Hernia. 

Before  I proceed  to  describe  to  you  the  operation  for  femo- 
ral hernia,  I shall  demonstrate  to  you  on  the  dead  subject  the 
anatomy  of  the  parts  concerned  in  this  species  of  hernia. 
The  superficial  fascia  of  the  abdominal  muscles  is  given  off  by 
the  tendon  of  the  e.xternal  oblique,  which  descends  upon  the 
spermatic  cord,  and  is  united  to  the  edge  of  the  abdominal 
ring  in  its  desceril.  This  structure,  which  is  of  considerable 
density,  is  continued  to  the  thigh,  and  forms  a covering  of 
femoral  hernia.  The  absorbent  vessels  and  superficial  veins 
are  kept  within  their  boundaries  by  this  fascia.  From  Pou- 
part’s  ligament  two  portions  of  fascia  pass  upwards,  the  fascia 
transversalis  and  the  fascia  iliaca.  In  cutting  through  the 
fascia  lata  a second  portion  of  fascia  will  be  found  to  be  given 
off  from  the  back  part  of  Poupart’s  ligament,  which  forms  the 
sheath  of  the  femoral  artery  and  vein,  which  are  separated 
from  each  other  by  a septum.  The  anterior  crural  nerve  has 
no  connexion  with  the  sheath,  but  foim  the  boundary  of  the 
sheath  on  the  outer  side.  It  is  into  this  sheath  that  femoral 
hernia  descends.  It  begins  to  descend  between  the  border  of 
Gimbernat’s  ligament,  which  is  the  lower  edge  of  Poupart’s  ; 
the  femoral  artery  being  on  the  outer  side,  and  the  vein  on 
the  inner.  The  sheath  becomes  elongated  when  femoral 
hernia  is  produced,  and  it  is  turned  over  Poupart’s  ligament ; 
so  that  the  lower  part  of  the  hernia  is  doubled  on  the  upper 
part,  and  its  mouth  is  just  opposite  the  fundis  or  basis. 


LECTURE  XXXI. 


Operation  for  Femoral  Hernia. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  last  lecture,  I described  to  you  the 
parts  connected  with  femoral  hernia,  and  the  course  in  which 
it  descends ; I .«hall  now  resume  femoral  hernia,  show  the 
operation  for  it,  and  conclude  the  subject  of  hernia. 

When  the  peritoneum  which  covers  the  femoral  hernia  is 
protruded,  it  descends  on  the  inside  of  the  femoral  vein,  and 
is  received  on  the  inside  of  the  crural  sheath.  Before  the  her- 
nia protrudes,  it  elongates  the  sheath,  which  forms  a covering 
for  it.  When  femoral  hernia  protrudes,  it  descends  on  the  in- 
side of  the  epigastric  artery;  and  there  is  only  the  danger  of 
wounding  this  vessel,  in  the  operation  of  cutting  upwards  and 
outwards;  recollect,  then,  that  the  epigastric  artery  is  to  the 
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iliac  side  of  the  hei  nia.  Tn  tlie  male  subject,  the  spermatic 
artery  crosses  on  tlie  fore  part  of  the  tumour,  but  at  such  a 
distance  from  the  i))ace  wliere  the  stricture  is  situated,  that 
there  is  little  danger  of  wounding  it  in  the  operation  for  fe- 
moral hernia.  A man  must  be  very  badly  acquainted  with  the 
nature  of  the  parts,  or  the  principle  of  the  operation,  to  carry 
his  incision  so  high  up  ; there  is  no  necessity  for  it;  a very 
slight  touch  of  the  stricture  with  the  knife  will  be  quite  suffi- 
cient to  allow  of  the  return  of  the  parts.  Remember,  however, 
that  on  the  fore  part  of  the  tumour,  above  Poupart’s  ligament, 
covered  in  the  inguinal  canal,  is  the  spermatic  artery,  which' 
ought  never  to  be  in  danger  of  being  wounded.  On  the  inner 
side  is  situated  Gimbernat’s  ligament ; on  the  outer  side  are 
the  femoral  vessels  ; there  is  also  situated  near  the  mouth  of 
the  hernial  sac,  but  to  the  outer  side,  the  epigastric  artery. 
The  part  through  which  femoral  hernia  protrudes  is  the 
opening  left  in  tlie  fascia  lata,  to  give  passage  to  the  absorbent 
vessels,  and  the  vena  saphena.  The  femoral  hernia  is  not 
behind  this  fascia,  but  protrudes  through  the  opening,  and  is 
then  situated  on  its  fore  part ; the  crural  sheath  is  carried 
before  it,  becomes  elongated,  and  always  forms  a bag  for  the 
hernia. 

The  appearances  of  femoral  hernia  are  such  as  to  require 
considerable  knowledge  to  discriminate  them  from  those  ])re- 
sented  by  other  complaints;  it  has  the  situation  of  bubo  ; in 
some  subjects  it  is  small  and  very  little  moveable,  and  pro- 
jects very  slightly.  Femoral  hernia  may  be  confounded  wdth 
other  diseases,  1 assure  you  ; therefore,  all  the  circumstances 
connected  with  it  should  be  particularly  attended  to.  Now, 
gentlemen,  if  you  dissect  a femoral  hernia  to  ascertain  the  ap- 
jiearances  that  are  to  be  found,  you  will  see,  first,  after  laying 
open  the  skin,  a structure  which  f described  to  you  in  the  last 
lecture,  the  superficial  fascia ; a few  absorbent  ves.‘‘els  vvill  also 
he  seen  : in  consequence  of  the  pressure  of  the  hernia,  the 
fascia  is  distinctly  observable  to  the  eye,  and  is  a structure  of 
considerable  density.  .Secondly,  when  you  have  cut  through 
this  fascia,  the  sheath  of  the  femoral  vessels  becomes  exjiosed, 
(fascia  propria,)  forming  a complete  bag,  so  as  to  close  tlie 
hernia,  let  its  size  be  what  it  may.  Here  is  a femoral  hernia 
(exhibiting  a specimen  to  the  class)  vvith  a sheath  covering 
it,  and  which  may  be  easily  separated  from  its  surface. 
Thirty  wars  ago  I did  not  know  ot  the  existence  of  this  stiuc- 
t'lre.  iMr.  Weston,  a gentleman  to  whom  I am  indebted  for  a 
great  many  opportunities  for  pursuing  morbid  anatomy,  sent 
for  me  one  day  to  examine  a iierson  who  had  died  ol  strangu- 
lated femoral  iiernia.  After  dissecting  through  the  superfi- 
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cial  fascia,  I thought  that  I had  conic  to  the  peritoneal  sac. 

I cut  through  the  structure,  it  was  of  considerable  density  ; 
but  on  examination  I found  it  was  not  the  peritoneum,  but  tlie 
crural  sheath  ; I then  arrived  at  the  peritoneal  sac,  after  hav-. 
ing  first  cut  through  the  integuments,  superficial  fascia,  and 
crural  sheath  ; and  in  this  sutiject  I first  became  acquainted 
with  the  existence  of  this  covering  to  femoral  hernia.  After 
having  cut  tlirotigh  the  supfi-fieial  fascia,  in  operating  for  fe- 
moral liernia,  you,  will  find  in  some  subjects  a quantity  of  fat. 
In  the  last  case,  gentlemen,  operated  on  at  these  hospitals, 
after  the  opening  was  made  through  the  superficial  fascia,  the 
surgeon  said,  “ Here  is  omentum  but,  on  examining  more 
jiarticnlarly,  he  found  tliat  he  had  not  opened  the  hernial 
sac,  and  then  discovered  that  the  substance  mistaken  for 
omentum  was  fat.  'I'licre  are  two  sacs  of  the  same  form  co- 
vering femoral  hernia;  the  first  consisting  of  the  elongation 
of  the  crural  sheath,  the  second  of  the  peritoneal  covering. 
Every  case  of  femoral  hernia  will  be  found  to  have  a bag  or 
covering,  formed  of  the  crural  sheath,  except  when  the  hernia 
has  been  so  large  that  it  has  given  way.  Year  after  year  I 
liave  met  with  cases  of  femoral  hernia,  and  never  found  one 
but  had  a distinct  covering,  formed  by  an  elongation  of  the 
crural  »heath.  The  peritoneal  sac  being  exposed,  an  opening 
is  to  he  made  into  it,  and  the  finger  introduced  towards  the 
cavity  of  the  abdomen,  to  ascertain  the  seat  of  stricture.  The 
finger  sometimes  cannot  be  got  within  the  femoral  ring,  (at 
which  point  tlie  stricture  is  situated,)  and  then  a director 
merely  must  be  used.  Such  is  the  difliculty  in  femoral  hernia 
of  getting  any  instrument  beneath  the  stricture. 

Femoral  hernia  is  subject  to  very  little  variety.  I have 
seen  a case  where  the  hernia  had  acquired  such  a size  that  the 
sides  of  the  sac  had  given  way,  and  it  protruded  to  a great 
distance  from  Poupart’s  ligament.  This  only  happens  in 
those  eases  where  the  hernia  is  very  large.  Another  variety 
is,  when  the  obturator  artery  arises  from  the  epigastric,  and 
surrounds  the  sac.  Dr.  Barclay,  a gentleman  of  great  respec- 
tability in  his  profession,  and  possessed  of  extensive  anatomi- 
cal knowledge,  was  so  kind  as  to  send  me  a specimen  of  fe- 
moral hernia,  in  which  the  obturatoi’,  arising  from  the  epi- 
gastric, ])assed  over  the  front  of  (he  sac.  But  although  the 
obturator  not  unfrcquently  arises  from  the  epigastric,  it  I'arcly 
passes  over  the  front  of  the  hernial  sac,  hut  goes  behind  it  to 
the  obturator  foratnen.  Another  case  of  this  kind  fell  under 
the  notice  of  Mr.  Wardrop,  whilst  travelling  on  the  conti- 
nent. Excepting  these  varieties,  I have  met  with  no  other ; 
the  course  is  the  same.  Other  varieties  have  been  said  to  occur. 
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but  I have  never  met  with  them,  nor  do  I believe  they  are  ever 
found. 

Now,  gentlemen,  we  shall  proceed  to  speak  of  the  treatment 
of  femoral  hernia  ; and  first,  tlie 

Treatment  oe  Reducible  Femoral  Hernia. 

The  truss  required  for  tliis  kind  of  hernia  is  different  from 
that  which  will  do  in  inguinal  hernia. 

The  pad  should  be  at  right  angles  to  the  spring,  placed 
lower  down  than  in  inguinal  hernia,  .so  as  to  cover  the  crural 
sheath,  and  the  space  througli  which  the  hernia  protrudes. 

The  truss  I mentioned  in  the  last  lecture  is  sometimes  used, 
but  it  does  not  answer  quite  so  vvell  as  the  truss  I have  just 
alluded  to,  as  it  is  likely  to  rise  from  its  place.  The  truss 
that  ought  to  be  worn  is  a right-angled  truss,  i.e.  with  the 
pad  at  right  augles  to  the  spring.  But  I must  state  to  you, 
that  femoral  hernia  is  rarely  cured  by  the  a|)plicatiou  of  a 
truss  ; it  is  right  that  I should  recommend  this  plan  of  treat- 
ment to  your  attention,  and  that  it  should,  in  some  cases,  be 
steadily  persevered  in  ; but,  generally  speaking,  it  fails  to  ac- 
complish the  object  in  view  ; and  the  reason  is  this,  that 
Poiijiart’s  ligament  supports  the  pressure  of  the  truss,  and 
great  strength  is  required,  so  that  the  truss  shall  bear  on  the 
hernia.  1 have  seen  a child  of  two  years  old  have  a truss  ap- 
plied for  femoral  hernia ; it  has  been  steadily  worn  till  it  was 
twelve  years  of  age,  when  the  hernia  was  in  the  same  state  as 
before  the  application  of  the  truss.  A truss,  however,  should 
be  worn  to  prevent  the  farther  descent  of  any  of  the  parts,  but 
the  result  is  generally  less  successful  than  in  inuuinal  hernia. 

Treat.ment  of  Irreducible  Femoral  Hernia. 

In  this  complaint,  it  will  be  right  to  wear  a truss,  as  1 men- 
tioned on  the  last  evening,  with  a hollow  in  the  pad,  so  as  to 
receive  the  hernia,  and  confine  it.  A gentleman,  with  an  ir- 
reducible femoral  liernia,  containing  omentum,  consulted  me. 

I recommended  a truss,  with  a depres.sion  in  the  pad,  so  that 
the  hernia  should  be  received  into  a cup,  and  the  sides  of  the 
sac  he  gently  pre.ssed.  'I’wo  years  after  this  I saw  my  patient, 
and  I inquired  how  his  hernia  was;  he  told  me  that  I should 
be  surprised  to  hear  that  it  was  quite  gone.  This  I doubted  : 
he  went  home  with  me,  and  on  examination  I found  that  by 
pressure  on  the  sides  of  the  hernial  sac,  most  of  the  omentum 
had  been  absorbed,  and  that  little  remained.  In  the  treatment 
of  irreducible  femoral  hernia,  the  truss  is  to  be  ap|ilied,  and 
if  the  hernial  sac  contains  omentum,  there  will  be  a chance  of 
its  being  absorbed. 

Treatment  of  .Strangulated  Iemoral  Hernia. 

The  symptoms  of  this  complaint  aic  more  urgent  than  those 
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of  strangulated  inguinal  hernia ; and  the  reason  is,  that  the 
orifice  through  which  the  femoral  hernia  protrudes  is  smaller, 
and  the  pressure  consequently  greater.  The  patient  complains 
of  more  pain  than  in  inguinal  hernia,  and  rarely  lives  so  long 
(if  the  stricture  remain)  as  a person  under  the  same  circum- 
stances with  the  other  kinds  of  hernia.  I have  known  a pa- 
tient die  seventeen  hours  only  after  the  hernia  (femoral)  had 
hecome  strangulated.  With  strangulated  inguinal  hernia,  I 
have  known  patients  live  a week  ; in  femoral,  they  generally 
survive  four  days,  if  the  stricture  remain  ; hut  1 have  also 
known  them  die  in  so  short  a space  as  seventeen  hours. 

Suppose  you  were  called  to  a case  of  strangulated  femoral 
hernia,  how  would  you  proceed  ? — You  would  first  resort  to 
the  taxis;  the  patient  must  be  placed  on  the  bed,  with  the 
shoulders  elevated,  the  knees  bent  at  right  angles  to  the  body, 
and  approximated  to  each  other,  so  as  to  admit  an  arm  only 
between  ; then  you  employ  pressure  on  the  hernia.  The  hernia 
is  to  be  pressed  directly  downwards,  in  order  to  get  it  below 
Poupart’s  ligament ; if  you  press  it  upwards,  without  having 
first  done  this,  you  will  merely  get  it  farther  above  the  ligament. 
It  must  first  be  brought  below  the  level  of  Poupart’s  ligament, 
and  then  kneaded  between  the  fingers,  and  pressed  upwards. 
The  form  of  femoral  is  different,  as  I explained  to  you,  from 
that  of  inguinal  hernia.  By  this  drawing  (here  the  learned 
professor  drew  a diagram  of  the  state  of  the  parts)  you  see 
that  the  body  of  femoral  hernia  is  turned  upwards  and  forwards 
over  the  neck,  and  nearly  at  right  angles  to  it  above  Poupart’s 
ligament,  and  it  would  be  mere  folly  to  press  it  upwards  till  it 
has  first  been  brought  downwards,  as  the  hernia  would  only 
be  doubled  the  more  on  itself.  Having  failed  in  your  attempt 
at  the  taxis,  you  employ  the  tobacco  injection,  bleed  the  patient 
and  use  the  warm  bath.  No  time,  however,  is  to  be  lost  in 
femoral,  as  there  is  less  chance  of  reducing  it  than  in  inguinal 
hernia.  'Phese  means  failing,  you  must  resort  to  the  opera- 
tion ; it  is  a case  in  which  delay  occasions  much  mischief. 

I will  now  show  you,  as  far  as  I am  able,  the  operation  for 
femoral  hernia,  but  we  shall  not  have  the  same  advantages 
now  as  on  the  other  occasion.  Not  having  a femoral  hernia 
to  perform  the  operation  on,  1 have  introduced  a piece  of  in- 
testine under  Poupart’s  ligament,  and  formed  a hernia,  which, 
I believe,  will  answer  the  purpose. 

In  operating  for  femoral  hernia,  you  make  the  first  incision 
in  the  course  of  Ponpart’s  ligament,  along  the  tumour,  extend- 
ing from  one  side  to  the  other  ; the  second  you  make  at  right 
angles  to  the  first,  towards  the  umbilicus,  so  that  the  two 
incisions  resemble  the  letter  x inverted  ; the  angular  flaps  are 
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to  be  nest  dissected  off,  and  reflected,  so  as  to  allow  of  greater 
room.  By  this  incision  you  expose  the  superficial  fascia, 
which  you  next  divide,  and  the  hernial  bag,  called  by  some 
fascia  propria,  is  brought  into  view.  This  is  next  cut  through, 
and  the  hernial  sac,  or  peritoneal  covering  makes  its  appear- 
ance. I will  relate  to  you  a case  which  shows  what  happens 
when  a person  is  unacquainted  with  the  structure  of  the  parts. 
Many  years  ago  a patient  had  symptoms  of  strangulated  femo- 
ral hernia,  which  required  operation ; I met  with  the  medical 
man,  the  next  day,  who  operated,  and  asked  him  how  he  had 
succeeded  ; he  stated  that  he  had  had  great  difficulty.  The  fact 
was,  that  he  had  not  been  aware  of  the  existence  of  the  crural 
sheath,  whicli  he  had  mistaken  for  the  peritoneal  covering, 
and  that  the  hernia  was  returned  into  the  abdomen,  together 
with  its  sac.  The  femoral  vein  was  wounded  in  the  operation, 
which  also  greatly  confused  the  parts.  The  symptoms  remained 
the  same,  and  on  the  following  day  the  patient  died.  On  exa- 
mination, it  was  found  that  the  hernia  had  been  Returned  into 
the  abdomen  without  the  hernial  sac  ever  being  cut  through  ; 
and  this  arose  in  consequence  of  the  surgeon  not  being  aware 
of  the  existence  of  the  crural  sheath. 

The  next  point  is  to  make  an  incision  into  the  hernial  sac, 
with  the  greatest  possible  care,  and  then  introduce  a director 
to  ascertain  the  sccut  of  stricture.  Now,  gentlemen,  having 
opened  the  hernial  sac,  and  exposed  the  intestine,  the  circum- 
stance to  be  determined,  is  in  what  direction  are  you  to  divide 
the  stricture ; there  is  only  one  mode  that  I would  advise  you 
to  adopt  in  practice,  and  that  is,  divide  the  stricture  directly 
upwards  and  inwards  a little  inclined  towards  the  umbilicus.. 
1 will  first  show  you  how  the  stricture  is  to  be  divided,  and 
then  point  out  the  objections  to  the  plan.  After  introducing 
the  director,  a bistoury  blunted  at  the  point  is  to  be  put  on  it, 
and  placed  against  the  stricture  ; in  this  way  there  is  no  danger 
of  wounding  the  intestine.  The  bistoury  is  to  be  gently  raised, 
and  with  a slight  touch  of  the  instrument,  the  fibres  will  give 
way,  and  the  intestine  readily  return  into  the  abdomen.  But 
it  has  been  recommended  to  cut  in  the  direction  of  Gimbernat'k 
ligament,  towards  the  symphy.sis  pubis  ; there  will  be  no  ne- 
cessity for  this,  as  the  stricture  is  not  situated  at  Gimbernat  s 
ligament ; it  is  itever  known  to  be  there.  The  seat  of  stricture 
in  femoral  hernia  is  at  the  crural  arch,  ju-st  ^yhere  the  intestine 
leaves  the  abdomen  ; and  wheti  this  is  slightly  divided  the 
stricture  gives  way,  and  by  a little  jtressurethe  parts  are  easily 
returned.  I have  known  Gimbernat’s  ligament  divided,  under 
the  supposition  that  it  was  the  seat  of  stricture,  whiist  the 
stricture  itself  has  remained  undivided,  and  the  |)atient  died. 
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This  shows  the  folly  of  stating  that  Gimbernat’s  ligament  is 
the  seat  of  stricture.  Whoever  dissects  a strangulated  femoral 
hernia  will  have  an  opportunity  of  learning  this  for  himself. 
Surgeons  will  find  that  the  division  of  Giinbernat’s  ligament 
will  not  liberate  the  stricture,  that  it  will  remain  the  same  ; 
and  that  the  constriction  is  at  the  crural  arch.  There  is  a dan- 
ger in  operating  for  femoral  hernia,  where  the  intestines  are 
doubled  up  on  themselves.  A case  of  this  kind  occurred  once 
at  one  of  these  hospitals  : — One  of  the  gentlemen  attending 
these  institutions  ^ame  u|)  to  me  one  day,  and  said  that  there 
had  been  an  operation  for  femoral  hernia,  and  that  the  intes- 
tine had  been  cut  into  ; I inquired  how  this  happened,  and 
was  informed  that  the  mouth  of  the  hernial  sac  being  divided 
the  parts  did  not  return  ; the  division  was  made  still  farther, 
and  the  knife  was  introduced  two  or  three  times  ; till  at  last, 
feculent  matter  came  from  the  wound — the  intestines  having 
given  way.  I was  aware  that  the  opportunity  for  examining 
the  part  would  soon  arrive — one  satisfaction  at  least  that  there 
is  from  a had  case,  by  which  we  may  learn  our  faults,  and 
gather  information  to  guide  us  in  similar  cases.  On  exa- 
mining this  patient,  it  was  found  that  two  convolutions  of  the 
intestines  had  been  cut  by  the  knife,  just  at  the  mouth  of  the 
hernial  sac,  and  that  Gimbernat’s  ligament  had  been  divided. 
Persons  who  think  the  stricture  is  at  Gimbernat’s  ligament 
are  grossly  ignorant  of  its  real  seat,  and  I can  scarcely  tell  how 
to  express  my  contempt  for  those  who  resist  the  evidence  of 
their  senses.  I have  my  feelings  on  the  subject,  other  persons 
have  theirs  ; but  it  is  my  duty  to  state  to  you  my  views  on  this 
complaint ; if  1 did  not  relate  the  result  of  my  experience,  of 
what  use  has  been  my  lecturing  here  for  thirty-two  years and 
for  what  purpose  have  I attended  hospital  practice  during  the 
space  of  forty  years  } It  is  only  the  opportunities  which  I have 
had  of  watching  disease  that  makes  it  worth  your  while  to  hear 
me,  and  that  affords  me  pleasure  in  teaching  you.  {Applause) 
I do  not  mention  it  to  gain  your  approbation,  but  to  enforce 
on  your  minds  that  nothing  will  avail  in  practice  but  the  tact 
which  is  gained  at  the  bed-side  of  the  patient,  and  that  any 
thing  else  is  of  comparatively  little  importance. 

UiMBiLicAL  Hernia. 

Umbilical  is  next  to  inguinal  hernia  in  frequency,  if  not 
before  it ; it  very  frequently  occurs,  but  whether  more  or  less 
so  than  inguinal,  I am  not  quite  certain.  Umbilical  hernia  Ls 
very  common  in  infants  soon  after  birth,  atid  to  these  cases 
you  will  be  most  frequently  called.  In  adults,  where  there  is 
great  obesity,  in  pregnant  women  and  children,  this  complaint 
is  often  found.  In  infants  it  will  soon  be  recognized  by  the 
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situation  of  the  cord.  Recollect  the  anatomy  of  the  part,  tliat 
there  is  an  opening  in  the  linea  alba  and  the  peritoneum  lines 
it  internally.  When  a hernia  takes  place,  this  opening  does 
not  close  ; the  peritoneum  equally  lines  it  with  the  other  pari- 
etes  of  the  abdomen  : when  the  hernia,  therefore,  protrudes, 
the  peritoneum  is  always  carried  before  it,  whether  in  youth  or 
advanced  age.  When  the  hernia  hits  been  very  large,  I have 
seen  one  or  two  cases  without  the  sac  ; not  but  there  was  a 
sac  at  the  beginning,  but  the  hernia  having  acquired  a v'ery 
large  size,  the  sac  became  lacerated  or  partially  absorbed,  and 
the  intestine  has  been  thrown  in  close  contact  with  the  skin. 
I have  seen  an  umbilical  hernia  descend  as  low  down  as  the 
upper  part  of  the  thigh.  This  kind  of  hernia  is  covered  with  a 
superficial  fascia,  which,  however,  often  becomes  absorbed. 
Umbilical  hernia  is  subject  to  little  variety  either  in  form  or 
size.  Occasionally  there  are  two  bags  of  intestine,  separated 
by  a septum.  A female  came  to  this  hospital  with  strangu- 
lated umbilical  hernia,  was  operated  on,  and  recovered.  Some 
years  after  she  came  again,  with  another  hernia,  a little  below 
the  spot  where  the  first  was,  and  was  operated  on  again  ; it 
was  found  that  there  was  a complete  septum  between  the  two. 
The  upper  hernial  tumour  was  strangulated  at  first,  the  lower 
one  the  last  time. 

Treatment  of  Reducible  Umbilical  Hernia  in  Children. 

'I'he  treatment  to  be  pursued  in  children,  is  to  apply  one- 
half  of  an  ivory  ball  on  the  umbilicus,  and  over  this  adhesive 
plaster  and  a belt ; the  belt,  however,  will  be  of  no  use 
unless  supported  by  straps  which  come  round  the  lower  part 
of  the  belly  and  the  thighs.  A little  waistcoat  fastened  by 
two  strings  will  be  of  use. 

Reducible  Umbilical  Hernia  in  Adults. 

In  adults,  at  the  beginning,  the  plan  of  treatment  should  be 
the  same  as  in  children  ; but  if  by  means  of  the  ivory  ball  the 
hernia  should  nor  be  returned  within  the  opening  of  the  umbi- 
licus, a pad,  covered  with  black  silk,  and  fa.stened  by  adhesive 
plaster,  is  to  be  placed  over  the  part.  When  the  hernia  is  re- 
ducible, a truss  should  be  worn.  It  will  seldom  effect  a cure, 
and  is  often  liable  to  shift  its  situation  ; but  a truss  should  be 
worn,  as  it  affords  a shield  to  the  abdomen,  where  the  hernia 
is  pendulous,  and  there  is  much  obesity. 

The  truss  that  should  be  worn  consists  of  two  broad  belts, 
which  must  come  round  and  buckle  on  the  abdomen.  But  as 
this  is  continually  liable  to  change  jilace,  a narrow  belt  joined 
to  the  broad  one  should  also  go  under  the  pendulous  part  cvf 
the  belly. 
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Irreducible  Umbilical  Hernia. 

A liollovved  truss,  on  tlie  same  principle  as  tlie  one  em- 
ployed in  irreducible  femoral  licrnia,  should  be  worn  in  this 
complaint.  It  should  be  buckled  round  the  abdomen,  and  if 
omentum  be  contained  in  the  hernial  sac,  it  will  he  likely  to 
be  diminished  in  size,  and  the  danger  of  the  sac  bursting  will 
also  be  prevented.  In  strangulated  umbilical  hernia,  before 
the  operation  is  resorted  to,  the  tobacco  clyster  should  be 
employed,  as  it  has  a greater  effect  in  relaxing  the  muscles  and 
taking  away  the  cHuse  of  the  stricture  in  this  than  any  other 
kind  of  hernia.  Suppose  you  were  called  to  a strangulated 
umbilical  hernia,  how  would  you  endeavour  to  return  it  ? If 
it  were  small,  by  the  hand  alone;  but  if  it  were  very  large, 
you  must  take  the  bottom  or  flat  surface  of  a wooden  platter, 
lay  it  on  the  abdomen  and  press  on  it.  (Here  the  learned 
professor  showed  the  mode  of  doing  it,  which  excited  a smile 
throughout  the  class.)  When  the  pressure  has  been  kept  up 
for  sometime,  i he  orifice  at  the  umbilicus  becomes  dilated, 
and  the  hernia  returns.  If  the  hernia  is  large,  the  means  just 
mentioned  must  be  used;  if  small,  employ  the  taxis,  as  in 
inguinal  hernia. 

Operation  tor  Umbilical  Hernia. 

Of  all  operations  for  hernia,  this  is  the  most  simple  and 
most  easily  performed  ; but  it  is  not  one  of  the  most  success- 
ful— there  is  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  a flap  of  skin  to  close 
the  opening.  The  plan  you  are  to  adopt  in  o])erating  is  to 
make  first  an  incision  across  the  tumour,  and  then  another  at 
right  angles,  so  that  the  whole  is  like  the  letter  j,  inverted. 
The  integuments  being  thus  divided,  the  corners  of  the  inci- 
sion are  turned  to  one  side,  by  which  means  the  hernial  sac  is 
brought  into  view.  This  being  carefully  opened,  the  finger  is 
to  be  passed  to  the  orifice  of  the  sac,  at  the  umbilicus,  and  a 
blunt-pointed  bistoury  introduced  on  it.  The  stricture  is  to 
be  divided  upwards,  in  the  direction  of  the  ensiform  cartilage. 
Having  returned  the  intestines,  the  parts  are  to  be  brought 
together,  and  a flap  formed  from  above  to  cover  the  opening. 
If  adhesion  of  the  sides  of  the  wound  can  be  effected,  the 
danger  of  peritoneal  inflammation  w’ill  be  lessened.  Dossils 
of  lint  and  adhesive  plaster  are  to  be  applied  over  the  wound. 
The  after  treatment  is  the  same  as  for  other  hernia;. 

Ventral  Hernia. 

I do  not  know  that  there  is  any  thing  in  this  kind  of  hernia 
requiring  a distinct  notice.  When  it  occurs  low  down,  cave 
must  be  taken,  when  operating,  of  the  epigastric  artery  ; but 
of  this  your  anatomical  knowledge  will  put  you  on  your 
guard.  The  intestine  generally  protrudes  either  through  the 
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openiHgs  in  the  lines  semiliinares,  or  lines  transverss  of  the 
abdomen,  which  become  enlarged. 

[Sir  Astley  concluded  by  observing,  that  the  diseases  of  the 
eye  came  next  in  older,  and  that  Mr.  Green  would  deliver  the 
lectures  on  those  affections,  forming  a series  of  six,  after 
which  he  should  resume  the  course,  on  the  subject  of  Urinary 
Calculi.] 


LECTURE  XXXII. 


On  the  Diseases  of  the  Eye. 

Gentlemen. — In  speaking  this  evening  of  the  diseases  of  the 
eye,  I cannot  but  observe  that  there  seems  no  good  reason 
why  the  treatment  of  these  diseases  should  be  excluded  from 
the  general  practice  of  surgery,  for  the  treatment  of  the.se,  as 
of  all  other  diseases,  depends  on  the  same  principles  of  cure  ; 
and  when  disea.ses  of  the  eye  occupy  exclusively  the  attention 
of  persons  calling  themselves  oculists,  they  are  very  apt  to  be 
treated  in  an  empirical  manner.  It  is  desirable,  therefore, 
that  surgeons  of  good  general  education  should  direct  their 
attention  to  this  subject.  It  has  been  said,  indeed,  that  they 
have  hitherto  paid  too  little  attention  to  this  part  of  their 
professional  duties,  but  1 think  this  reproach  is  fast  wearing 
away.  In  the  consideration  of  this  subject  I shall  first  speak 
of  simple  inflammation  of  the  tunica  conjunctiva  ; then  of 
its  modifications,  its  consequences,  and  treatment.  I shall 
next  speak  of  simple  inflammation  of  the  deeper  seated  tunics, 
those  of  the  globe  of  the  eye ; the  consequences  of  such  in- 
flammation, and  the  treatment  which  it  may  be  proper  to 
adopt.  Thirdly,  I shall  describe  the  diseases  of  the  lens,  and 
particularly  that  disease  of  the  crystalline  lens  which  termi- 
nates in  cataract,  and  the  operation  which  it  is  neccs.sary  to 
perform  for  that  disease.  Lastly,  1 shall  speak  of  the  disea.ses 
of  the  appendages  of  the  eye,  their  treatment,  and  the  opera- 
tions required  for  their  cure.  In  this  evening’s  lecture  I shall 
confine  myself  to 

Infla.mmation  of  the  Tunica  Conjunctiva. 

And  first  of  simple  inflammation  of  the  conjunctiva. 

This,  however,  maybe  divided,  like  other  inflammations, 
into  acute  and  chronic.  The  symptoms  of  inflammation  of 
the  conjunctiva  do  not  dilfer  from  those  of  inflammation^  of 
other  iiarts  of  the  body,  except  in  so  far  as  they  are  modified 
by  the  structure  of  the  part,  and  by  the  function  ol  the  organ. 
Indeed  the  change  which  takes  place  in  inflammation  of  the 
conjunctiva  may  be  regarded  as  a very  beautiful  instance  and 
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illustration  of  the  change  which  takes  place  by  the  process  of 
inflammiWion  in  general.  I have  only  to  premise,  before 
speaking  of  the  symptoms,  that  the  inflammation  may  exist  in 
various  degrees,  from  the  slightest  degree  of  excitement  up  to 
inflammation  of  the  most  violent  and  intense  char.acter. 

The  first  symptom  is  redness  of  the  part : which  is  very  re- 
markable, because  the  blood  naturally  conveyed  by  the  vessels 
to  this  part  is  colourless.  Under  any  existing  irritation,  the 
vessels  are  distinctly  observable,  and  become  injected  by  red 
blood.  When  the  irritation  continues,  the  vessels  become  still 
more  apparent,  and  at  length  all  tlie  interlacements  and  anas- 
tomoses of  the  vessels  of  the  conjunctiva  partake  of  the  in- 
flammation, and  present  almost  one  uniform  appearance  of 
redness.  During  this  time  more  or  less  pain  is  experienced  ; 
at  first,  as  the  vessels  become  filled,  an  uneasy  sensation  is 
felt ; this  increases,  and  at  length,  upon  the  admission  of 
light,  a sharp  lancinating  pain  is  experienced  : the  patient  is 
under  the  necessity  of  keeping  the  eye  closed,  and,  indeed, 
has  some  difficulty  in  raising  it,  not  only  from  the  pain  he 
suffers,  but  from  the  degree  of  fulness  and  swelling  with 
which  it  is  accompanied.  T'his  pain  goes  on  increasing,  and 
at  length  the  patient  complains  of  a burning  heat,  and  a sensa- 
tion as  if  some  extraneous  body  were  lodged  in  the  con- 
junctiva: a sort  of  grating  between  the  conjunctiva  and  the 
lid.  At  this  time  the  admission  of  the  least  light  or  air  pro- 
duces such  lancinating  pain,  that  the  eye  is  spasmodically 
closed.  During  the  first  part  of  the  inflammation  there  is  a 
more  abundant  secretion  of  tears,  and  this  generally  increases 
until  there  is  a constant  flow  of  water  from  under  the  lids. 

It  sometimes  happens  that,  at  the  highest  stage  of  excite- 
ment, this  increased  secretion  is  suddenly  diminished,  and 
there  is  a preternatural  dryness  of  the  eyes,  producing  painful 
sensations.  A considerable  degree  of  swelling  takes  place; 
the  conjunctiva  becomes  turgid  from  the  increased  quantity  of 
blood  admitted  by  the  vessels,  and  effusion  follows.  Although 
the  swelling  is  pretty  equally  diffused  over  the  whole  surface 
of  the  conjunctiva,  it  seems  to  be  the  greatest  at  the  transpa- 
rent cornea,  because  here  the  coat  is  more  tightly  adherent. 
The  conjunctiva  is  here  elevated  in  a circular  fold,  and  this 
appearance  is  called  chemosis.  The  eyelids  are  in  general 
more  or  less  swollen  from  the  same  cause,  namely,  the 
greater  determination  of  blood  to  the  part,  and  the  filling  of 
the  vessels.  Not  only  is  pain  experienced  in  the  eye  from  the 
causes  1 have  mentioned,  but  also  a sense  of  weight  and  ful- 
ness in  the  globe  of  the  eys,  as  if  the  ball  were  too  large  for 
the  socket.  The  neighbouring  parts  also,  the  forehead  and 
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temples,  partake  of  the  pain  ; there  will  be  a shooting  pain  to 
the  maxillary  bone,  or  more  deeply  seated  in  the  head  ; these 
pains  are  in  some  instances  extremely  violent.  This  train  of 
symptoms  is  attended  with  a greater  or  less  degree  of  consti- 
tutional irritation.  The  patient  complains  of  gi'eat  lassitude, 
j)rostration  of  strength,  chilliness  or  rigor  followed  by  heats. 
His  skin  will  often  be  hot  and  dry,  and  his  pulse  quick  and 
hard  ; his  stomach  will  be  affected,  and  nausea  or  vomiting 
produced  ; he  will  often  complain  of  pain  in  the  back,  and  in 
short  of  all  the  symptoms  which  indicate  a considerable  fever 
of  the  sympathetic  kind,  arising  from  local  irritation.  The 
degree  in  which  these  symptoms  occur,  will  of  course,  vary 
according  to  the  constitution  of  the  patient.  In  young  and 
robust  persons  there  will  often  be  a high  degree  of  local  !n- 
tiammation,  without  much  constitutional  irritation;  while,  on 
the  other  hand,  in  delicate  and  irritable  patients,  a much 
less,  nay  sometimes  a very  trilling  degree  of  local  inflamma- 
tion will  be  accompanied  with  violent  symptoms  of  constitu- 
tional derangement.  Accordingly,  although,  cceleris  paribus, 
the  degree  of  constitutional  irritation  will  be  projjortional  to 
the  degree  of  local  excitement,  this  principle  will  be  so  much 
modified  by  the  particular  constitution  of  the  patient,  that  in 
cases  where,  from  the  violence  of  the  inflammation,  much 
constitutional  derangement  might  be  e.xpected,  very  little  will 
occur  ; and,  vice  versa,  where,  from  the  slight  degree  of  local 
excitement,  very  little  might  be  expected,  it  will  sometimes 
happen  that  a great  degree  of  constitutional  irritation  will  at- 
tend it.  So  much  for  the  symptoms  of  ophthalmia,  as  exist- 
ing in  simple  inflammation  of  the  conjunctiva,  without  any 
particular  modification.  It  will  not  be  necessary  to  point  out 
particularly  tlie  |)rcdisposing  causes  of  this  complaint,  be- 
cause they  do  not  differ  from  the  predisposing  causes  of  in- 
flammation in  any  other  part  of  the  body.  I shall  only  men- 
tion, therefore,  some  of  the  causes  which  most  frequently  pro- 
duce initation  in  the  eye,  and  lead  to_  inflammation  of  the 
conjunctiva.  .Any  extraneous  body  lodging  in  tlie  conjunctiva 
will  produce  this  effect;  and  this  is  so  fre(piently  the  cause  of 
inflammation,  that  it  will  he  right  in  all  cases  carefully  to 
examine  its  surface,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  there  is  any 
extraneous  body  in  it,  such  as  a particle  of  dust  or  sand,  a 
piece  of  grit  or  lime,  or  any  of  the  scoria;  which  often  fly  ofl 
from  iron  while  it  is  beaten  on  the  am  ih  Any  extraneous 
body  of  this  kind  will  readily  jiroduce  irritation,  and  inllainina- 
tion  of  tlie  conjunctiva.  Variation  of  temperature,  especially 
when  accompanied  with  any  sudden  access  of  light,  will  |uo- 
duce  this  inflammation.  'I’tius  it  has  often  happened  that  per- 
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sons  who  have  gone  out  of  a warm  room  to  look  at  fire-works 
liave  been  attacked  with  it.  The  change  of  temperature,  to- 
gether  with  the  Itrilliant  light  to  which  the  eye  is  exposed, 
seem  to  produce  it.  Persons  sitting  in  a hot  room,  or  a 
theatre  where  there  is  much  light,  and  exposed  at  the  same 
time  to  a draft  of  cold  air,  have  often  had  inflammation  of  the 
conjunctiva.  So  particular  states  of  the  atmosphere  will  be- 
come in  some  degree  excitants  of  this  inflammation,  and  it 
has  been  observed  to  be  more  frequent  during  the  prevalence 
of  easterly  winds.'  There  seems  to  be  some  grounds  for  this 
opinion.  Other  causes  of  this  inflammation  may  exist,  but  it 
is  not  necessary  to  enumerate  them  more  at  large.  Tlie  prin- 
cipal causes  are,  the  admission  of  any  extraneous  body  and 
variations  of  temperature,  especially  if  accompanied  by  intense 
heat  and  light,  or  jjartial  exposure  to  drafts  of  cold  air.  I 
have  said  that  this  inflammation  is  either  acute  or  chronic 
let  us  consider  in  what  tlie  chronic  stage  of  it  consists.  The 
term  chronic  is  not,  as  its  etymology  would  lead  you  to  sup- 
pose, applied  merely  with  reference  to  duration  of  time  ; it  is 
not  only  applied  to  signify  that  state  of  congestion  and  debility 
of  vascular  action  produced  by  the  acute  stage,  but  it  is  also 
applied  to  tliat  state  of  inflammation  which  from  the  com- 
mencement has  a character  of  atony  and  debility.  As  tliis  is 
the  more  frequent  form  in  Which  you  will  find  this  inflamma- 
tion, whether  primary  or  following  the  acute  stage,  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  attend  particularly  to  the  symptoms  by  wliich  it 
is  distinguished,  as  the  mode  of  treatment  is  very  different 
from  tliat  which  is  required  in  acute  inflammation.  The 
symptoms  of  chronic  differ  from  those  of  acute  inflammation 
of  the  conjunctiva  rather  in  degree  than  in  kind  ; so  that  after 
they  have  existed  for  some  time  in  the  acute  stage,  you  find  the 
disease  gradually  passing  into  the  chronic  stage.  The  redness 
will  l)e  less  intense,  the  pain  which  accompanied  it  less  acute, 
the  intolerance  of  light  will  be  less,  the  chemo.sis  and  swell- 
ing will  be  diminished,  the  effusion  of  tears  less  considerable, 
the  con.stitutional  irritation  will  in  a great  degree  have  sub- 
sided, and,  in  short,  all  the  acute  symptoms  will  be  much  mi- 
tigated. There  will  still,  however,  remain  a considerable  de- 
gree of  irritability  in  the  eye,  on  exposure  to  liglit ; some  arti- 
ficial defence  to^  exclude  the  light  will  be  necessary,  and  the 
person  will  still  be  incapable  of  applying  the  organ  to  the  ordi- 
nary purposes  of  vision.  The  cause  of  chronic  inflammation, 
both  exciting  and  itrcdisposiug,  are  very  similar  to  those  of 
acute  inflammation  and  indeed  I have  already  said  that  one 
form  very  commonly  passes  into  the  other;  but  at  the  same 
time  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  there  are  many  causes  which 
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tend  to  produce  this  inflammation,  accompanied  with  atony 
and  debility  in  the  very  outset,  which  distinguish  it  from 
acute  ophthalmia.  Chronic  inflammation  of  the  conjunctiva  is 
very  apt  to  take  place,  where  the  patient  has  for  a long  time 
been  labouring  under  disorder  of  the  digestive  organs.  Pa- 
tients who  have  this  form  of  the  inflammation  often  complain 
of  dyspeptic  symptoms  ; such  as  uneasiness  about  the  scrobicu- 
lus  cordis  ; distention  of  the  stomach  after  eating  ; flatulence, 
disagreeable  tastes  in  the  mouth,  bitter,  sour  or  putrid;  furred 
tongue,  and  other  symptoms  indicating  derangement  of  the 
digestive  organs.  Inflammation  of  this  kind  is  very  apt  to 
arise  from,  or  to  be  kept  up  by,  exposure  to  acrid  fumes  or 
smoke  in  particular  trades.  It  is  not  uufiequently  the  conco- 
mitant of  dentition,  the  measles,  or  small-pox  ; it  sometimes 
accompanies  rheumatism  and  gout.  Frequent  intoxication 
and  various  other  causes  may  predispose  to  it,  which  it  will 
be  necessary  to  investigate  carefully,  because  the  mode  of 
treatment  will  materially  depend  upon  those  causes,  as  I shall 
have  occasion  to  show  you  in  another  part  of  the  lecture. 

In  general,  inflammation  of  the  conjunctiva  is  a very  ma- 
nageable complaint.  It  passes  into  chronic  inflammation 
after  the  acute  stage  has  continued  for  a certain  time,  and  it 
not  unfrequently  subsides  of  itself.  A spontaneous  cure, 
however,  is  by  no  means  to  be  depended  upon,  and  we  ought 
on  no  account  to  neglect  or  relax  in  the  proper  mode  of 
treatment,  from  any  reliance  upon  such  a cure  ; because  sim- 
ple inflammation  of  tliis  membrane  may  lead  to  inflammation 
of  the  deeper-seated  tunics  of  the  globe  of  the  eye ; suppura- 
tion may  be  induced,  the  organ  may  at  length  become  perrna- 
neutly  disorganized,  and  the  sight  of  the  eye  irretrievably 
lost.  The  conseqtiences  of  inflammation  of  this  membrane 
are  very  similar  to  those  of  inflammation  in  other  parts  of  the 
body.  It  sometimes  terminates  in  elfusion,  the  serum  or 
blood  under  the  conjunctiva  rising  in  a roll  above  the  transpa- 
rent cornea.  It  sometimes  produces  the  adhesive  process  ; 
and  when  it  terminates  in  this  manner  the  adhesive  matter  is 
deposited  under  the  conjunctiva,  which  covers  the  transpa- 
rent cornea,  and  is  recognized  by  a hazy  a|'pearance  at  the 
part.  The  adhesion  is  various,  both  in  its  extent  and  quan- 
tity ; it  is  sometimes  so  slight  as  only  to  produce  a simple 
clouded  appearance  over  a certain  part  of  the  cornea,  which  is 
technically  called  nebula  ; it  is  at  other  times  more  conside- 
rable in  (|uanlity,  and  jiroduces  an  appearance  of  extensive 
opacity  in  the  cornea,  which  is  usually  called  allnigo,  or  leu- 
coma.  The  deposit  of  matter  is  .sometimes  confined  to  a sim- 
ple speck,  and  is  occasionally  spread  more  or  less  over  the 
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whole  surface  of  the  cornea,  so  as  to  interrupt  or  iutercept 
vision  altogether.  The  inflaininatioii  sometimes  proceeds  to 
the  suppurative  process  ; indeed  the  tunica  conjunctiva  appears 
to  be  of  a nature  very  analogous  to  the  mucous  membranes  of 
the  body,  and  like  these,  is  exceedingly  prone  to  the  suppura- 
tive stage  of  inflammation.  The  suiipuration  generally  pro- 
ceeds from  the  surface  of  the  conjunctiva,  as  from  the  surface 
of  any  mucous  membrane  in  a state  of  inflammation.  In  other 
instances,  the  formation  of  pus  is  circumscribed  ; a deposit 
of  lymph  takes  place  where  the  conjunctiva  covers  the  cornea 
or  in  its  immediate  vicinity,  and  a little  abscess  or  pustule 
arises  from  the  centre.  Ulceration  is  also  sometimes  produced  ; 
this  usually  occurs  iu  the  cornea,  in  consequence  of  laying 
open  this  pustule,  probably  from  the  denudation  or  exposure 
of  the  cornea.  Lastly,  sloughing  and  mortification  of  the  cor- 
nea is  not  an  uncommon  effect  of  a high  degree  of  suppurative 
inflammation.  The  same  consequences,  therefore,  occasion- 
ally arise  from  inflammation  of  the  conjunctiva  as  from  in- 
flammation in  other  parts  of  the  body  ; namely,  effusion,  ad- 
hesion, suppuration,  ulceration,  and  mortification.  As  the 
most  serious  consequences,  therefore,  often  follow  from  sim- 
))le  inflammation  of  this  membrane,  let  us  consider  the  mode 
of  treatment  which  we  ought,  under  such  circumstances,  to 
])ursue. 

Of  the  Treatment  of  Simfle  Inflammation  of  the 
Conjunctiva. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  adopt  at  once,  with  vigour  the  anti- 
phlogistic plan  of  treatment.  As  the  best  mode  of  diminish- 
ing the  action  of  the  heart  and  arteries,  the  use  of  the  lancet 
should  be  freely  resorted  to,  iu  the  commencement  of  inflam- 
mation of  the  conjuntiva.  You  ought  not  to  be  satisfied 
with  taking  away  a certain  quantity  of  blood  ; as,  for  instance, 
eight,  ten,  or  sixteen  ounces  ; but  you  should  in  this,  as  in 
all  other  cases  of  acute  inflammation,  accompanied  with  hard- 
ness of  the  pulse,  make  a free  orifice  iu  a large  vein,  and  take 
away  a quantity  of  blood,  until  some  manifest  effect  is  pro- 
duced upon  the  action  of  the  heart  and  arteries;  keep  your 
finger  on  the  pulse  of  the  patient,  in  order  to  ascertain  how 
the  heart  is  affected,  and  carry  on  the  bleeding  even  to  faint- 
ness. This  may  prevent  the  necessity  of  again  having  recourse 
to  the  lancet;  or  if  it  should  be  necessary  to  do  so,  blood 
may  be  taken  away  in  much  smaller  quantities.  You  will,  of 
course,  he  guided  by  the  state  of  the  patient’s  pulse,  as  the 
only  certain  criterion  ; and  when  this  is  diminished,  leeches 
n)ay  be  afterwards  conveniently  applied. 

'i'he  application  of  leeches,  in  the  first  instance,  except  in 
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large  numbers,  is  seldom  sufficient  in  acute  inflammation  ; 
three  or  four  leeches  will  scarcely  produce  any  effect  upon  it! 
Opening  the  temporal  artery  is  another  mode  of  bleeding! 
which  is  attended  with  very  good  effects  in  this  inflammation! 
This  practice  has  been  decried  by  some  persons,  who  suppose 
that  by  opening  the  temporal  artery,  you  force  the  blood  to 
pass  through  the  anastomosing  branches,  and  in  this  way 
throw  more  blood  into  those  vessels  which  are  immediately 
distributed  to  the  eye.  Whether  this  be  the  case  or  not  I am 
not  prepared  to  determine,  but  I have  certainly  seen  good 
effects  from  opening  the  temporal  artery  in  this  inflammation, 
and  I am  therefore  often  inclined  to  adopt  this  practice. 
Some  practitioners  recommend  the  practice  of  dividing  the 
vessels  of  the  ])art  by  scarifying  the  conjunctiva.  This  is  a 
practice,  however,  which  I do  not  recommend  : the  quantity 
of  blood  taken  in  this  way  is  small ; the  irritation  produced 
in  performing  the  operation  is  considerable,  and  the  clots  of 
blood  left  after  it  often  excite  or  keep  up  inflammation  of  the 
conjunctiva.  Great  benefit  is  derived  from  treatment  directed 
more  especially  to  the  body  at  large  ; such,  for  instance,  as 
diaphoretic  medicines.  The  tartrite  of  antimony  is  a very  use- 
ful medicine  of  this  kind ; perhaps  there  is  no  medicine  which, 
after  blood-letting,  tends  so  effectually  to  kee|)  down  the  ac- 
tion of  the  heart  and  arteries.  It  should  be  given  in  such 
doses,  and  repeated  at  such  intervals,  as  to  keep  up  a state  of 
nausea.  Purgative  medicines  are  thought  by  some  persons  to 
be  not  at  all  necessary  in  this  inflammation.  Richter,  a very 
valuable  writer  on  surgery,  is  of  this  opinion ; and  I am  quite 
surprised  at  it,  for  much  benefit  will  undoubtedly  arise  from 
evacuating  the  bowels  of  any  accumulation  of  feculent  matter. 
Constitutional  irritation  will  be  materially  abated  by  keeping 
up  the  secretions  from  the  intestines,  and,  in  many  cases,  by 
altering  and  rendering  them  more  healthy.  The  bowels 
should  therefore  be , freely  .'acted  u|)on  by  doses  of  calomel, 
combined  with  jalap,  scammony,  or  cathartic  extract;  and 
the  effects  of  these  medicines  should  be  kept  up  by  the  exhibi- 
tion of  neutral  salts,  so  as  to  produce  a considerable  number 
of  watery  stools.  At  the  same  time  the  diet  of  the  patient 
should  be  low,  and  he  should  he  kept  in  a .state  of  perfect 
rest  and  quietude.  VVhen  an  im|)ression  has  been  made  in 
thi.s  way  on  the  symptoms,  it  will  then  he  proper  to  adopt 
other  plans  of  treatment  ; for  instance,  where  blood  has  been 
taken  to  a considerable  extent,  the  application  of  a blister  to 
the  nape  of  the  neck  will  be  attended  with  beneficial  effects. 
'I'he  treatment  of  the  part  is  al.-o  to  be  considered  ; the 
head  should  he  kept  raised,  so  as  to  favour  a return  of  the 
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blood  from  the  eyes,  and  tlie  access  of  air  or  light  should  also 
be  prevented  by  keeping  the  room  darkened.  When  1 say 
that  the  access  of  air  should  be  prevented,  I do  not  mean  that 
the  room  should  not  be  kept  well  ventilated,  for  this  is  a very 
material  point,  but  only  that  the  patient  should  not  be  exposed 
to  variations  of  temperature.  VVith  respect  to  local  applica- 
tions, I believe  it  will  in  general  be  found  that  moist  warmth 
is  most  agreeable  to  the  patient  in  acute  inflammation  of  the 
conjunctiva.  This  may  be  applied  in  the  way  of  fomentations, 
either  by  means  df  tepid  water,  or  decoctions  of  marsh-mal- 
lows, poppy-heads,  or  camomile  flowers.  Where  there  is 
much  irritability,  steam  will  often  be  found  useful,  and  espe- 
cially the  steam  of  water  in  which  opium  has  been  infused, 
from  which  the  patient  will  experience  great  relief.  Some 
persons  recommend  a sort  of  poultice,  although  from  the  tu- 
mefaction of  the  lids,  this  is  an  application  which  cannot  be 
very  conveniently  used.  The  poultice,  of  course,  is  not  of  the 
ordinary  description  ; it  is  generally  made  of  camomile  flowers, 
boiled  so  as  to  be  rendered  extremely  soft,  and  put  into  a 
gauze  or  muslin  bag,  which  should  be  applied  so  as  to  make 
a very  slight  degree  of  pressure  on  the  eye.  If  poultices  are 
employed,  they  should  be  very  frequently  changed,  for  other- 
wise tliey  are  very  apt  to  confine  the  secretions,  and  rather  to 
keep  up  than  diminish  irritation.  Fomentations,  however, 
such  as  I before  described,  are  greatly  preferable.  Many  per- 
sons prefer  cold  to  warm  applications  ; if  cold  applications 
are  employed,  care  must  be  taken  that  they  do  not  stimulate 
the  part.  The  choice  of  cold  or  warm  applications  should  de- 
pend entirely  on  the  feelings  of  the  patient ; if  he  do  not  find 
relief  from  warm,  you  should  then  try  the  effect  of  cold  ap- 
plications. 1 have  found,  however,  that  in  gencial  moist 
warmth  has  a tendency  to  produce  relaxation  of  the  vessels, 
and  to  favour  the  passing  of  the  acute  into  the  chronic  stage 
of  inflammation.  Warm  applications,  however,  must  not  be 
continued  when  the  chronic  stage  has  commenced,  for  they 
would  then  do  mischief  instead  of  good.  On  this  account, 
you  should  observe  attentively  the  change  of  the  inflammation 
from  the  acute  to  the  chronic  stage,  that  you  may  alter  your 
plan  of  treatment  as  soon  as  the  latter  stage  has  commenced. 
In  the  chronic  stage  the  evacuating  plan  may,  to  a considerable 
extent,  be  laid  aside ; the  diet,  though  still  not  stimulating, 
may  be  more  generous  ; there  will  be  no  necessity  for  continu- 
ing the  diaphoretic  medicines,  as  the  skin  will  generally  be 
sufficiently  moist,  nor  will  it  be  necessary  to  evacuate  the 
bowels  so  freely,  though  attention  should  be  paid  to  their 
'due  action  ; alterative  medicines  will  often  be  found  beneficial. 
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The  local  applications  should  he  of  an  entirely  different  cha- 
racter ; they  ought  to  be  moderately  astringent  and  stimulat- 
ing, as  your  object  now  is  to  excite  some  degree  of  action  in 
the  vessels,  and  to  get  rid  of  their  relaxation  and  atony ; care 
being  taken  at  the  same  time  not  to  stimulate  the  parts  too 
much.  Various  collyria  or  eye-waters  are  used  for  this  pur- 
pose ; all  of  them  moderately  astringent  or  stimulating  ; such 
as  the  solution  of  alnm  in  water,  solutions  of  the  sulphate  of 
zinc,  or  the  sulphate  of  copper,  or  the  liquor  plumbi  subaceta- 
tis.  These  solutions  should  at  first  be  very  much  diluted  ; ten 
drops  of  the  liquor  plumbi  subacetatis  may  he  added  to  four  or 
six  ounces  of  water;  a grain  of  alum,  or  half  a grain  of  the 
sulphate  of  zinc  or  copper,  may  be  dissolved  in  an  ounce  of 
water.  The  solution  should  be  gradually  strengthened,  in  pro- 
portion to  its  action  on  the  part  and  the  degree  (/f  stimulus 
«hich  may  be  required.  To  judge  how  far  the  stimulus  may 
be  carried,  the  criterion  is  exceedingly  simple:  if  you  find  that 
a certain  degree  of  smarting  and  pain  is  produced,  which  soon 
subsides,  and  leaves  the  patient  much  more  easy  than  before, 
you  may  be  convinced  that  the  collyrium  is  beneficial ; if,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  patient  experiences  a great  degree  of  pain, 
wliich  does  not  subside  speedily,  and  the  vessels  become 
turgid,  you  may  be  assured  that  the  collyrium  is  doing  harm, 
and  that  the  (piantity  of  stimulus  ouglit  to  be  diminished. 
'I’he  best  mode  of  applying  an  eye-wash  of  this  kind  is  to  in- 
ject it  by  means  of  a silver  or  ivory  syringe,  introduced  under 
the  lids  every  two  or  three  hours.  In  th's  way  you  may  be 
certain  that  the  solution  is  diffused  over  the  whole  surface  of 
the  conjunctiva.  An  eye-cup  will  answer  the.  purpose  very 
well,  if  the  patient,  after  immersing  his  eye  in  the  cup,  has  the 
courage  to  open  it.  The  syringe,  however,  is  a inoie  ma- 
nageable instrument.  Mr.  VV^are  recommended,  in  chronic 
t)phthalmia,  what  in  the  old  pharmacopoeias  used  to  be  called 
tinctura  thebaica.  The  vinum  opii  will  answer  the  same  pur- 
pose, and  seems  to  be  one  of  the  best  stimuli  which  can  be 
employed  in  chronic  ophthalmia  ; it  acts  as  a mild  astringent, 
ana,  at  the  same  time,  by  its  soothing  (luality,  sheathes  the 
effect  of  the  stimulus,  so  that  no  pain  is  produced.  It  may  be 
right,  in  speaking  of  collyria,  to  say  that  1 have  found  patients 
able  to  bear  them  stronger  when  the  chill  is  taken  off  from 
them  ; the  warmth  of  the  apj)lication  seems  to  take  away  the 
pain,  while  the  effect  remains  the  same.  I he  vinum  ojiii  may 
l>e  employed  in  the  quantity  of  one  drop,  or  cvcii  of  tw'o  or 
three  drops,  two,  three,  or  four  times  a-day.  It  will  he  best  to 
drop  it  into  the  inner  canthus  of  the  eye,  with  a camel-hair 
pencil;  the  patient  .‘hould  then  shut  his  e^ye,  and  n.ove  it 
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about,  so  that  the  fluid  maybe  diffused  over  the  whole  surface. 
I have  seen  this  application  used  two  or  three  times  a-day,  and 
in  the  case  of  children,  sometimes  only  once  a-day,  with  the 
most  decided  benefit.  There  is  another  circumstance  which 
should  be  attended  to  in  the  treatment  of  chronic  ophthalmia, 
namely,  not  to  e.xclude  the  light  so  much  as  in  acute  ophthal- 
mia. If  the  patient  can  bear  a moderate  degree  of  light,  it 
should  be  freely  admitted.  He  should  wear  no  bandages,  and 
have  no  other  protection  than  a shade.  Continued  darktiess 
and  heat  arc  vefy  apt  to  keep  up  a morbid  state  of  sen.sibility 
and  irritability  it)  the  eyes.  Lastly,  with  respect  to  the  treat- 
ment of  chronic  ophthalmia,  1 have  already  stated  various 
causes  which  pi’edisposes  to,  in  some  instances  excite,  and  in 
many  keep  up,  this  state  of  the  com|)laint.  Vou  must  give, 
therefore,  conjointly  with  those  remedies  which  I have  just 
pointed  out,  others  to  act  on  the  morbid  state  of  the  consti- 
tution which  keeps  up  the  local  irritation,  and  your  success  in 
the  treatment  of  this  inflammation  will  very  matei'ially  depend 
on  the  accuracy  with  which  you  investigate  the  causes  to  which 
I have  adverted,  and  the  judgment  with  which  you  apjdy  the 
remedies. 

1 shall  now  proceed  to  consider  the  suppui’ative  form  of  in- 
flammation, producing, 

PURULKNT  (3rHTIIALI\lIA. 

Suppurative  inflammation  of  the  conjunctiva  is  the  most  se- 
vere form  of  inflammation  in  that  membrane.  Jt  is  exceed- 
ingly acute,  very -rapid  in  its  progre.ss,  and  often  very  destruc- 
tive in  its  ultimate  effects.  This  form  of  the  complaint  le- 
quiies  very  active  treatment.  The  symptoms  are  so  manifest 
that  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  nature  of  the  complaint,  its 
prominent  character  being  tbe  formation  of  a considerable 
quantity  of  purulent  matter.  In  other  respects  the  symptoms 
are  not  very  different  from  those  which  characterize  inflamma- 
tion generally.  The  patient  at  first  feels  an  uneasy  sensation 
about  the  eyes  ; next  .some  degree  of  pain  on  the  admission  of 
light,  which  increases  to  a considerable  intolerance  of  light. 
Redness  of  the  vessels  is  observed,  and  besides  this  a greater 
degree  of  swclliugthan  commonlyattends  simpleinflammation. 
The  eye-lids  soon  become  much  swollen,  the  conjunctiva, 
where  it  covers  the  fore  part  of  the  globe  of  the  eye,  is  tumid; 
there  is  considerable  chemosis,  and  often  such  turgescence  of 
the  n])per  lid  as  to  prevent  the  patient  from  raising  it;  The 
lids  are  often  so  much  tumefied  as  to  become  everted,  so  that 
a sort  of  roll  of  the  lid  is  formed.  These  are  the  symjttoms 
which  pi  ecede  the  di.schai-ge  of  matter.  A fluid  first  appears 
which  is  not  opaque,  and  has  the  character  of  tenacious  mu- 
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cus;  in  the  course  of  twenty-four  hours  it  assumes  the  ap- 
pearance of  pus.  It  is  thick,  yellow,  sometimes  green,  and 
poured  out  in  considerable  quantity.  'J'he  appearance  of  the 
tunica  conjunctiva  has  been  not  inaptly  compared  to  the  foetal 
stomach,  when  injected.  It  has  the  appearance  of  a villous 
membrane  highly  injected  with  red  blood,  and  certainly  very 
nearly  resembles  the  internal  surface  of  the  foetal  stomach 
when  highly  injected.  If  you  examine  it  with  a glass,  you  will 
see  drops  of  pus  oozing  on  the  surface,  and  collecting  there  in 
considerable  quantities.  The  acute  stage  of  purulent  ophthal- 
mia is  of  very  short  duration  ; it  has  a tendency  to  pass  rapidly 
into  the  atonic  stage,  in  which  there  is  action  without  power, 
and  congestion  of  the  vessels  of  the  part.  At  this  time  the 
violence  of  the  acute  symptoms  is  mitigated,  but  tlie  patient 
labours  under  considerable  prostration  of  strength. 

Purulent  ophthalmia  has  a great  tendency  also  to  terminate 
in  sloughing.  The  cause  of  this  tendency  it  is  perhaps  not 
very  easy  completely  to  explain  ; Mr.  'I’ravers  thinks  that  it  is 
produced  by  a constriction  of  the  small  vessels  distributed  to 
the  part  of  the  cornea,  in  the  same  way  as  sloughing  of  the 
glans  is  produced  in  paraphymosis  by  the  cutting  off  of  such 
vessels.  Sometimes  the  sloughing  commences  in  a small  por- 
tion, and  gradually  lamella  after  lamella  is  destroyed,  until  tlie 
aperture  assumes  a funnel-like  shape  ; at  other  times  a slough 
forms  in  a considerable  portion  of  the  cornea  at  once,  and 
opens  into  the  anterior  chamber.  The  commencement  of  the 
slougliing  process  may  be  recognized  by  a haziness  of  the 
cornea,  which  soon  amounts  to  considerable  opacity.  When 
you  observe  a dark  a|)|)earance  beyond  the  ulcerating  parts 
running  from  the  deposit  of  lymph  so  as  to  form  a surface  from 
which  the  chasm  is  to  be  filled  up,  you  may  regard  this  as  a 
favourable  sign  that  the  sloughing  has  here  found  its  limit. 
The  case  is  not  to  be  regarded  as  hopeless  when  sloughing  of 
the  cornea  has  commenced,  for  if  the  opening  be  only  small, 
the  common  effect  is  that  the  aqueous  Inimour  will  escape  ; 
tlie  iris  will  become  prolapsed  into  the  aperture  of  the  cornea, 
but  the  patient  may  afterwards  recover,  and  though  the  shape 
of  the  pupil  will  be  altered,  he  may  still  retain  a considerable 
degree  of  vision.  When  the  opening  is  large,  the  iris  will  not 
only  be  jirolapsed,  but  protruded ; not  only  the  aqueous,  but 
the  crystalline,  and  the  vitreous  humours  will  escape,  and  the 
sight  of  the  patient  will  be  irretrievably  lost.  'J’he  causes  of 
purulent  ophthalmia  are  various  ; it  is  olten  occasioned  by  the 
violent  degree  of  inflammation  produced  by  some  highly  irri- 
tating substance,  such  as  caustic  lime.  It  occurs  occasionally 
in  new-born  children  ; in  this  case  it  is  doubtful  whether  it 
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arises  from  the  first  exposure  of  the  eye  to  the  light,  or,  as  i;: 
commonly  supposed,  from  the  applieation  of  the  vaginal  se- 
cretions to  tlie  eyes  of  the  ehild  on  itS' passage  into  the  world. 
It  generally  tahes  jilace  in  the  first  week  or  month  after  the 
birth  of  the  child,  and  seldom  later  than  three  months. 

Another,  and  one  ol  the  most  violent  forms  of  purulent  oph- 
thalmia, is  that  which  is  called  gonorrhoeal,  from  its  being 
jiroduced  by  the  application  of  gonorrhoeal  matter  to  the  con- 
junctiva. This  of  all  others  produces  the  most  intense  degree 
of  inflammation.'  It  may  be  readily  traced  to  the  cause  I have 
just  stated,  in  consccpience  of  the  person  labouring  under  go- 
noriha'a  inadvertently  using  a towel,  or  anything  to  which 
the  gonorrhoeal  matter  has  been  applied,  and  thus  conveying  it 
to  the  part.  I am  aware  that  this  inflammation  has  been 
stated,  upon  what  may  be  considered  good  authority,  to  be  a 
metastasis  of  the  gonorrhoeal  symptoms  from  the  urethra  to. 
the  conjunctiva.  I have  never,  liowever,  seen  a case  in  which 
I could  entertain  the  least  suspicion  that  the  complaint  was 
produced  in  that  way,  and  I do  not  think  that  there  is  suffi- 
cient evidence  to  establish  such  an  opinion.  There  is  another 
form  of  ophthalmia,  which  has  been  called  the  epidemic,  or 
Egyptian  ; epidemic,  in  con.sequence  of  its  attacking  a number 
of  persons  at  the  same  time  in  particular  districts;  and 
Egyptian,  because  it  resembles  that  form  of  ophthalmia  with 
which  our  troops  weie  attacked  in  Egypt  in  the  year  1801. 
This  disease  was,  however,  well  known  in  this  and  other 
countries  long  before  our  soldiers  went  to  Egypt,  and  it  has 
taken  place  in  districts  where  there  could  be  no  possibility  of 
communication  with  those  soldiers.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  it  arises  spontaneously,  and  often  attacks  epidemically  a 
number  of  persons  in  the  same  district.  How  it  arises  it  is 
difficult  to  say;  it  was  supposed  to  be  produced  in  Egypt  by 
the  combined  effects  of  heat  aud  dust  ; but  it  is  doubtful 
whether  it  may  not  rather  arise  from  some  particular  state 
of  the  atmosphere  with  which  we  are  not  perfectly  acquainted. 
I.have  only  in  conclusion  to  speak  of  the 

TltEATMF.NT'  OF  PURULF.NT  OPHTHALMIA. 

If  the  lancet  is  to  be  used  in  any  kind  of  iqilithalmia,  it  is 
more  esjiecially  to  be  used,  not  only  boldly,  but  very  early  in 
this.  It  may  be  said,  indeed,  that  unless  some  decided  im- 
pression is  made  on  the  symptoms  in  the  first  twenty-four 
hours,  we  shall  be  unable  afterwards  to  check  the  progress  of 
the  disease.  It  will  be  necessary,  therefore,  to  push  blood- 
letting to  a very  considerable  extent,  in  an  early  stage  of  this 
inflammation.  Topical  bleeding,  by  the  application  of  leeches, 
is  quite  out  of  the  question  in  this  complaint,  except  in  the 
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case  of  children.  Blood  should  be  taken  in  large  quantities 
from  the  arm  of  the  patient.  The  army  surgeons,  who  have 
had  the  most  extensive  opportunities  of  witnessing  this  form 
of  the  disease,  all  concur  in  the  utility  of  copious  bleeding. 
All  the  other  antiphlogistic  remedies,  which  1 before  enume- 
rated to  yon,  are  to  be  put  in  practice  in  this  case.  Purgatives 
should  be  administered  so  as  to  produce  a considerable  quan- 
tify of  watery  stools  ; diaphoretic  medicines,  and  especially  the 
tartrite  of  antimony,  in  doses  of  i or  § a grain,  should  be^ 
given  at  such  intervals,  as  may  keep  the  patient  in  a state  of 
nausea,  and  topical  applications  should  be  employed  very  much 
in  the  same  manner  as  in  simple  inflammation.  During  the 
first  stage  of  the  complaint,  moist  warmth  in  the  form  of 
fomentations  and  poultices,  such  as  I have  already  described, 
will  be  found  beneficial.  The  acute  stage,  however,  is  of  very 
short  duration,  and  they  are  not  to  be  continued  beyond  that 
period.  The  extent  to  which  the  antiphlogistic  plan  should 
be  pushed  must  vary,  according  to  the  violence  of  the  com- 
plaint and  the  constitution  of  the  patient.  Young,  robust, 
and  plethoric  patients  will  bear  depletion  to  almost  any  ex- 
tent; on  the  other  hand,  you  must  proceed  with  more  caution 
wheree  tli  patient  is  of  a weakly,  debilitated,  or  irritable  habit 
of  body.  You  must  not,  however,  be  deterred  from  adopting 
an  active  plan  of  treatment  until  you  have  produced  a mani- 
fest effect  on  the  system  of  the  patient ; until  the  pulse  becomes 
soft ; the  skin  moist;  the  pain,  swelling,  tension,  and  throb- 
bing of  the  eyes  considerably  abated  ; the  cheraosis  diminished, 
and  in  fact  all  the  acute  symptoms  more  or  less  subdued.. 
When  this  is  the  case,  if  you  should  be  called  to  the  complaint 
in  an  early  stage  of  it,,  the  subsequent  treatment  will  in  gene- 
ral be  very  easy.  It  often  happens,  however,  that  we  are  not 
called  to  this  complaint  until  it  has  arrived  at  the  chronic- 
stage,  when  the  conjunctiva  is  feebly  pouring  out  pus,  the 
pulse  depressed,  the  skin  cold  and  clammy,  the  countenance 
sallow,  and  when  the  constitution  has  materially  sulTercd  from, 
tlie  progress  of  the  disease.  In  this  state,  an  entirely  different 
plan  of  treatment  will  be  required.  Gently  stimulating  appli- 
cations should  be  employed  by  means  of  a syringe,  so  as  to 
cleanse  the  conjunctiva,  and  free  it  from  the  pus  which  has 
collected  on  its  surface,  and  at  the  same  time  stimulate  the 
relaxed  vessels.  In  general  it  will  be  necessary  to  employ 
tonic  remedies,  such  as  bark,  for  instance,  always  attending  to 
the  due  action  of  the  bowels,  without  which  tonics  would  be 
useless,  and  even  injurious,  to  the  patient.  I'o  children,  bark 
may  be  given  in  the  form  of  extract,  to  the  extent  of  trorn 
two  to  five  grains,  two  or  three  times  a-day.  'I  he  eyes  shoulcL 
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not  be  bandaged,  nor  should  the  matter  be  allowed  to  collect ; 
cleanliness  is  of  tireat  importance  in  the  treatment  of  this  form 
of  the  disease.  With  respect  to  the  treatment  of  the  sloughing 
cornea,  some  nicety  will  be  required.  When  you  have  ascer- 
tained that  the  sloughing  process  is  commencing,  from  the 
hazy  or  opaque  appearance  of  the  cornea,  the  antiphlogistic 
must  be  changed  for  a gently  stimulating  and  tonic  plan  of 
treatment.  Weak  astringent  collyria  should  be  used  to  favour 
the  throwing  off  of  the  sloughs.  Observe  the  proces.s  of  the 
sloughing  from  time  to  time  : if  there  is  a firm  layer  beneath, 
the  patient  is  going  on  well,  but  if  the  sloughing  has  a lloccu- 
lent,  soft,  ash-coloured  appearance,  in  addition  to  mild  stimu- 
lants to  the  part,  you  should  employ  tonic  remedies,  such  as 
bark.  In  the  treatment  of  purulent  ophthalmia,  it  is  of  great 
consequence  to  pay  strict  attention  to  the  changes  which  take 
place  in  the  symptoms,  so  that  neither  the  depleting  nor  the 
tonic  plan  may  be  blindly  continued.  The  treatment  should 
be  regulated  by  the  violence  of  the  symptoms,  and  by  the 
changes  which  take  place  as  the  disease  passes  from  the  acute 
to  the  chronic  form.  'J'he  errors  in  the  treatment  of  this 
complaint  may  be  comprised  in  two  words  ; they  consist  either 
in  continuing  the  depleting  i)lan  too  long,  or  in  not  resorting 
to  it  sufficiently  early.  If  the  antiphlogistic  plan  be  not 
adopted  at  a very  early  stage  of  the  disease,  the  tonic  treat- 
ment will  afterwards  be  of  no  service  ; and  on  the  other  hand, 
if  you  continue  the  depleting  plan  too  long,  you  will  check 
the  restorative  process,  and  the  beneficial  effects  which  nature 
would  otherwise  assist  in  producing. 


LECTURE  XXXIII. 


On  Strumous  Ophthalmia. 

Strumous,  or  scrofulous  ophthalmia,  is  so  called,  because  it 
is  met  with  in  those  persons  vvho  are  of  a scrofulous  diathesis 
— it  occurs  in  children,  and  not  unfrequently  in  adults.  The 
inflammation  is  of  the  atonic  character,  that  is,  if  1 may  be  al- 
lowed to  use  a solecism,  it  is  chronic  from  the  commence- 
ment, it  is  one  of  atony  from  the  beginning;  and  the  reason 
why  it  is  necessary  to  speak  particularly  of  this  complaint  is, 
because  there  is  one  symptom  invariably  present — intolerance 
of  light.  The  patient  cannot  bear  the  least  access  of  light ; 
there  is  great  difficulty  of  opening  the  lids,  the  orbicularis  pal- 
pebrarum appears  spasmodically  contracted,  and  so  difficult  is 
it  for  a patient  to  open  the  eyes,  that  he  can  seldom  do  it : an 
adult  may  have  sufficient  resolution,  but  it  is  necessary  that 
the  eyes  should  be  opened.  The  only  way  in  which  this  can 
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be  done,  is  by  fixing  the  head  of  the  patient,  when  it  is  a child, 
between  your  knees ; with  tlie  fore-finger  of  the  one  hand  to 
raise  the  upper  lid,  and  that  of  the  other  to  depress  the  lower, 
which  will  give  you  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  eye  ; but  in 
doing  this,  great  caution  will  be  required  to  prevent  eversion 
of  the  under  lid,  or  any  undue  violence  to  the  part.  When  you 
examine  the  conjunctiva,  you  will  be  surprised  to  find  how 
little  it  is  inflamed,  though  the  child  does  not  raise  its  head 
from  the  mother’s  lap.  1 say  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  exa- 
mine the  eye  frequently  during  this  state.  Disorganization 
of  the  different  parts  of  this  organ  often  takes  place  ; the  cor- 
nea, or  rather  conjunctiva  covering  it,  becomes  covered  with 
an  opaque  capsule,  with  vessels  shooting  over  the  cornea,  so 
as  to  give  it  an  herpetic  appearance ; that  is,  there  will  be 
seen  over  the  cornea  yellow  spots,  which  are  deposits  of  lymph. 
These  open  into  small  ulcers,  which  are  streaked  with  vessels 
carrying  red  blood.  The  eye  becomes  very  painful,  and  ex- 
tremely ii  ritable,  and  there  is  often,  in  this  state,  intense  red- 
ness of  the  conjunctiva.  Under  these  circumstances  similar 
ulcers  form  in  different  parts  of  the  cornea.  The  formation  of 
these  ulcers  produces  all  the  symptoms  of  acute  inflammation 
of  the  eye,  and  the  organ  not  unfrequently  becomes  slowly 
and  gradually  disorganized.  So  long,  however,  as  the  cornea 
continues  bright,  and  of  its  natural  colour,  there  will  be  no 
danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the  formation  of  ulcers.  But 
it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that  the  cornea  should  be  nar- 
rowly watched,  as,  if  the  inflammation  continues  for  a long 
time,  ulcers  are  very  apt  to  form  on  it.  But  the  most  distress- 
ing symptom,  and  the  one  about  which  the  patient  expresses 
the  greatest  uneasiness,  is  the  intolerance  of  light. 

Treatment  of  Strumous  Ophthalmia. 

I have  said  that  the  inflammation  is  one  of 'the  atonic  kind, 
yet  there  exists  considerable  irritation.  Depletion  must  be 
had  recourse  to,  but  not  to  any  considerable  e.vtent : it  will  be 
right  to  apply  leeches,  but  certainly  blood-letting  should  not 
be  pushed  too  far,  and  throughout  the  whole  treatment  it  vyill 
be  necessary  to  keep  in  view  the  nature  of  the  constitution 
which  is  generally  met  with  in  scrofulous  subjects;  it  is  lan- 
guid and  debilitated  ; the  digestive  organs  are  deranged  ; there 
is  loss  of  appetite — tongue  white  and  furred  ; bowels  torpid  ; 
secretions  defective  in  quantity  and  in  quality — skin  di'y  and 
hot ; in  fact  there  is  a good  deal  of  fever  present.  1 he  mild 
depleting  plan  must  be  first  adopted,  regulated  as  fai  as  the 
constitution  will  bear  it : you  must  remove  the  symptoms  of 
irritation  ; open  the  bowels  freely  by  calomel  purges,  repeated 
more  or  less  frequently  as  they  improve  the  secretions.  Al- 
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tcrativc  mercurial  medicines  should  then  be  given,  and  if  ne- 
cessary they  should  he  combined  with  rhubarb  and  magnesia, 
but  not  so  as  to  produce  watery  stools. 

When  the  fever  becomes  diminished,  the  bowels  perform 
their  natural  functions,  the  tongue  looks  clean,  and  the  skin 
assumes  its  healthy  feel,  you  may  begin  with  tonic  remedies. 
Aromatic  bitters,  combined  with  alkalies,  will  be  found  useful 
remedies.  But  at  the  same  time  you  must  amend  the  state  of 
the  constitution  by  attention  to  regimen  and  diet.  'J'he  food 
should  be  light  ami  nutritious,  clothing  warm.  E.xcrcise 
should  likewise  be  taken  ; not  to  such  an  extent  as  to  produce 
febrile  excitements,  but  to  invigorate  the  health.  Sea-bathing 
will  be  of  advantage  ; and  when  the  constitution  is  not  in  that 
state  to  bear  the  cold-bath,  the  warm  should  be  used  ; and  if 
the  patient  is  in  a situation  where  sea-bathing  cannot  be  re- 
sorted to,  he  should  sponge  himself  with  tepid  water,  gradually 
accustoming  himself  to  the  use  of  cold  ; by  this  means  the 
general  health  will  be  much  improved.  As  for  the  treatment 
of  the  part  affected,  it  will  be  right  to  employ  depletion  at  the 
onset,  as  far  as  the  application  of  leeches.  It  will  he  proper 
also  to  apply  blisters  behind  the  ears,  or  to  the  nape  of  the 
neck  ; and  blisters  in  this  complaint  are  no  ordinary  remedy. 
You  will  be  surprised  to  find,  after  the  application  of  a blister, , 
how  soon  the  intolerance  of  light  will  vanish,  even  in  chil- 
dren ; their  disposition  will  rapidly  alter,  and  the  inflammation 
be  so  slight,  that  you  can  actually  open  their  eyes  without 
any  trouble.  Warm  and  moist  applications  are  beneficial ; the 
steam  of  water  containing  opium  allowed  to  go  on  the  eyes  will, 
be  good.  About  a drachm  of  opium  dissolved  in  a pint  of  hot 
water,  and  the  steam  of  it  directed  over  the  eye,  will  relieve, 
to  a considerable  degree,  the  irritation.  But  if  any  of  these 
applications  be  used  at  the  onset,  they  must  not  he  long  con- 
tinued before  recourse  is  had  to  mild  astringent  collyria.  Their 
strength  must  be  regulated  by  the  feelings  of  the  patient ; not 
so  strong  as  to  irritate,  but  to  be  followed  by  relief  to  the  part 
affected.  The  vinum  opii  is  a remedy  particularly  adapted  to 
this  complaint  at  an  advanced  stage  ; it  tends  considerably  to 
lessen  the  irritability  of  the  part,  and  to  increase  the  strength 
of  the  relaxed  vessels.  At  the  onset,  however,  a more  active 
plan  of  treatment  must  be  adopted  : relief  must  be  sought  by 
the  application  of  leeches  and  blisters,  more  esjjecially  by  the 
last.  It  will  be  necessary  sometimes  to  give  mercury  so  as 
slightly  to  affect  the  mouth,  remembering  the  state  of  the  con- 
stitution in  scrofulous  persons,  and  taking  great  care  that  it 
is  not  pushed  so  far  as  to  affect  the  general  health. 

Another  form  of  inflammation  of  the  eyes,  nearly  allied  to 
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the  one  J have  just  been  describing,  because  it  is  in  general  a. 
consequence  of  it,  is 

PsOROPHTIIALMY. 

Psorophthalmyis  an  inflammation  particularly  of  that  part  of 
the  conjunctiva  which  lines  the  lids,  but  it  extends  sometimes 
over  the  whole  of  the  conjunctiva  covering  the  globe.  This  com- 
plaint is  often  obstinate,  and  extremely  difficult  of  cure  : it 
extends  over  the  cornea,  conjunctival  lining  of  the  palpebraj, 
the  cheek  and  nose  ; and,  lastly,  the  globe  of  the  eye  becomes 
affected,  if  this  complaint  be  not  checked.  At  the  origin  of  this 
disease,  there  is  a glutinous  matter  secreted  on  the  edge  of  the 
lids  ; ulcers  form  ; and  there  is  often  great  difficulty  in  sepa- 
rating the  lids  from  one  another.  By  this  means  matter  lodges 
on  the  lids,  and  tends  to  keep  up  the  irritation  of  the  whole  of- 
the  part.  You  not  unfrequently  see  the  redness  extending 
down  the  whole  of  the  cheek,  and  excoriation  taking  place  on 
die  cuticle.  If  the  inflammation  spi  eads  over  the  whole  of  the 
conjunctiva,  the  lachrymal  sac  becomes  irritated,  and  effu- 
sion of  tears  over  the  surface  of  the  cheek  takes  place.  The 
inflammation  is  of  the  atonic  kind,  accompanied  with  that 
symptom  distinguishing  strumous  ophthalmia,  intolerance  of 
light,  aud  a feel  as  if  there  were  some  extraneous  body  in  the 
eye,  grit,  or  sand,  which  gives  rise  to  an  effusion  of  the  tears. 
The  lids  are  very  red  on  the  edges,  and  there  is  an  incrustation, 
of  matter  on  them.  There  is  occasionally  a contraction  of  the 
integument  of  the  lower  lid,  by  which  it  becomes  depressed 
and  everted.  In  this  inflammation  the  secretion  deposited  from 
the  lids  dries  up,  ulcers  foim,  small  briny  incrustations  are 
formed,  and  there  i.s  an  appearance  of  tinea  on  the  lids.  The 
watery  part  of  the  secretion  from  the  lids  is  evaporated,  which 
leaves  the  incrustations  that  keep  up  the  irritation  and  form 
small  ulcers.  In  consequence,  an  alteration  in  the  figure  of  the 
tarsi  occurs ; there  is  a contraction  of  the  cellular  membrane 
just  beneath  the  lower  palpebra,  and  eversion  of  that  lid.  '1  his 
affection  of  the  eye  is  of  difficult  management,  and  is  frequently 
found  in  persons  of  a scrofulous  diathesis,  in  children  ot  large 
towns  who  are  ill  fed  and  worse  clothed,  with  little  attention 
paid  to  cleanliness.  The  complaint  is  very  obstinate  in  its  cure ; 
and  if  relieved,  it  generally  returns  and  becomes  as  bad  as  ever. 
It  is  not,  however,  confined  to  the  lower  classes,  but  the  higher 
and  middling  ranks  of  society  are  sometimes  attacked  with  it- 
tliosc  who  are  of  a scrofulous  diathesis.^  In  schools  also  it  \yill 
be  found ; it  frequently  arises  from  the  irritating  matter  being 
applied  to  the  lid,  which  may  be  conveyed  from  one  to  another 
by  using  the  same  towel,  or  in  some  such  way.  1 he  treatment 
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of  this  complaint  does  not  essentially  differ  from  that  of  the 
strumous  ; it  is  an  inflamination  without  power,  one  of  the 
atonic  kind.  Depletion  must  not  be  pursued  to  any  extent.  It 
will  he  right  when  any  symptoms  of  irritation  are  present  to 
remove  them  by  the  application  of  leeches,  and  opening  the 
bowels.  Drastic  purgatives  must  not  be  exhibited,  as  they  do 
not  answer  the  object  which  it  is  intended  to  effect ; mild  aperi- 
ents, combined  with  mercurial  medicines,  such  as  calomel,  the 
hydrargyrus  cum  creta,  or  the  blue  pill,  and  in  quantities  so  as 
to  give  tone  to  the  system.  When  any  febrile  excitement  that 
may  have  existed  is  removed,  beirin  with  tonic  remedies  ; that 
is,  when  the  skin  has  its  natural  feel,  and  the  tongue  is  clean, 
and  the  secretions  from  the  bowels  are  regular  in  their  quantity 
and  quality.  The  apjjlications  to  the  part  should  consist  of  mild 
stimulants,  and  the  best  form  in  which  they  can  be  exhibited 
is  that  of  ointment.  The  briny  incrustations  on  the  edges  of 
the  lid,  and  which  are  secreted  from  the  meibomian  follicles, 
confine  the  lids  so  closely  together,  that  in  the  morning  when 
the  patient  awakes  they  have  the  appearance  of  being  glued 
together.  This  tends  to  produce  increased  irritation  on  the 
edges  of  the  palpebrte.  To  prevent  this  the  lids  are  to  be 
smeared  with  some  ointment.  The  one  commonly  used  is  that 
called  the  citrine  ointment,  the'uuguentum  hydrargyri  nitratis  ; 
but  it  cannot  be  well  borne  of  the  usual  strength,  and  there- 
fore is  diluted  with  one- third,  or  one-half,  or  perhaps  more 
than  this,  of  ungueutum  cetacei,  and  this  is  applied  with  a 
camel-hair  brush  twice  a day,  the  incrustations  of  matter  being 
carefully  washed  off  before  its  application,  and  then  some  of 
the  ointment  !is  to  be  smeared  along  the.  edges.  The  un- 
guentum  hydrargyri  iiitrico-oxydi  is  used  for  the  same  pur- 
pose. In  fact,  any  of  the  milder  stimulating  mercurial  oint- 
ments will  do.  The  application  will  be  required  to  be  varied, 
and  the  degree  of  strength  must  be  regulated 'by  the  effect  on 
the  eye.  The  use  of  viuum  opii  will  be  attended  with  be- 
neficial results,  and  the  application  of  blisters  will  have  an 
universally  good  effect.  In  tlie  use  of  blisters,  however,  in  this 
complaint,  as  well  as  in  strumous  ophthalmia,  no  advantages 
will  be  derived  from  keeping  them  open  ; for  when  this  is 
done,  they  are  apt  to  give  rise  to  fresh  irritation.  Therefore, 
after  the  application  of  a blister,  you  should  desire  it  to  be 
healed  ; and,  if  necessary,  direct  a fresh  one  to  be  applied. 
By  this  means  the  irritation  in  the  eyes  will  be  relieved,  and 
their  employment  be  attended  with  advantage. 

_ Ihe  consequences  of  inflammation  of  the  eye  requiring  dis- 
tinct notice,  and  which  are  accompanied  with  equal  or  less 
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inflammation  of  tlie  conjunctiva,  and  kept  np  or  excited  bv 
attendant  circumstances,  are  now  to  be  spoken  of.  In  the 
first  place,  we  shall  treat  of 

Nebula. 

This  complaint  is  so  called  from  the  nebulous  or  cloudy  ap- 
pearance of  the  transparent  part  of  the  eye,  which  is  produced 
by  deposits  of  lymph  into  the  conjunctiva  covering  the  cornea. 
The  membrane  or  layer  stretched  over  the  cornea  will  vary  ac- 
cording to  the  more  or  less  relaxed  state  of  the  vessels  of  the 
conjunctiva,  which  will  be  seen  carrying  red  blood  to  tlie  part. 
The  veins  corresponding  to  the  neI)ulous  parts  will  become  tur- 
gid and  prominent.  If  there  be  considerable  inflammation,  it 
must  be  removed  by  aetive  means  ; and  in  these  cases  it  will  be 
proper  to  deplete.  ’J’he  inflammation,  however,  is  generally  of 
the  chronic  kind,  and  arises  from  a relaxed  state  of  the  vessels, 
which  require  stimulating  applications,  in  order  that  they  may 
recover  their  tone,  and  convey  the  blood  uninterruptedly.  If 
the  vessels  be  stimulated,  the  blood  will  be  likely  to  flow 
througli  the  veins  ; tiie  absorbents  will  be  excited,  and  remove 
the  effused  lymph.  By  stimulating  applications,  the  cornea 
will  frequently  be  restored  to  the  same  state  of  transparency  as 
before  the  attack.  Care  must  be  taken  that  in  the  treatment 
no  undue  degree  of  stimulus  be  employed  ; if  there  should  be 
inflammation  it.  will  be  increased,  and  the  com|)laint  be  as  bad 
or  worse  than  ever.  A collyrium  that  may  be  used,  is  one 
with  the  sulphate  of  zinc,  containing  about  a grain  to  an  ounce 
of  water,  gradually  increasing  it  in  strength.  One  whicli  has 
been  recommended,  is  tliat  witli  the  corrosive  sublimate,  with 
a grain  to  an  ounce  of  water.  Calomel  or  levigated  sugar  ha.s 
been  used  in  many  cases  witli  good  effects.  This  is  quite  an 
old  woman’s  remedy,  and  has  been  recommended  very  indis- 
criminately. Unscientific  persons — those  who  arc  not  acquaint  - 
ed  with  the  nature  of  the  disease  in  which  it  is  useful  — seeing 
it  do  good  in  one  complaint,  think  it  will  in  all  otliers  of  a 
similar  appearance,  thougli  essentially  different  in  their  charac- 
ter, and  therefore  employ  it  in  cases  where  it  does  harm,  using 
it  alike  in  a cicatrix  froin  ulceration  as  in  nebula  arising  from 
a deposit  of  lymph.  In  the  one,  if  it  be  employed,  loss  of  sub- 
stance will  be  the  result — inflammation  will  be  excited,  and 
fresh  ulcers  will  form.  In  the  other,  that  is,  in  nebula,  it  will 
often  be  of  service,  care  being  taken  not  to  produce  an  over 
decree  of  stimulas  in  the  f)art. 

Pustules. 

Pustules  arc  generally  seated  at  the  junction  of  t)ic  transpa- 
rent with  the  opaque  cornea  ; but  they  may  sometimes  occur  in 
the  cornea  itself,  or  the  conjunctiva  covering  it  or  tlie  bull. 
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They  are  seated  iu  different  parts.  'Phe  appearances  that  tliey 
present  at  first  are  red  or  yellowish  spots  arising  from  a deposit 
of  lymph  in  those  parts,  and  are  slightly  elevated.  There  is 
considerable  turgesceuce  of  the  vessels  around  them.  If  they 
occur  on  the  cornea,  it  will  be  nebulous  and  opaque  ; the  ves- 
sels round  the  cornea  will  be  seen  distended,  carrying  red 
blood,  and  having  a radiated  disposition.  If  the  lymph  be  not 
removed  by  absorption,  the  pustules  break,  matter  escapes,  and 
ulcers  form  in  their  place.  Sometimes  there  is  only  one  of  these 
ulcers,  frequently  two,  one  at  each  side  of  the  cornea,  just  at 
the  junction  of  the  transparent  with  the  opaque  cornea,  and  oc- 
casionally the  cornea  is  even  encircled  by  them.  Although  the 
inflammation  accompanying  the  formation  of  pustules  is  not 
acute,  yet  it  frequently  happens  that  there  will  be  more  or  less 
pain  on  moving  the  eye,  intolerance  of  light,  and  effusion  of 
tears.  'Phese  ulcers  are  difficult  to  manage,  as  they  often  occur 
iu  scrofulous  habits  of  body  and  broken-up  constitutions, 
and  are  apt  to  become  chronic,  and  consequently  difficult  of 
cure.  When  the  healing  of  the  ulcers  takes  place,  and  the  same 
state  of  body  continues,  they  are  soon  reproduced,  and  the  dis- 
ease is  greatly  aggravated.  As  for  the  treatment  this  affectioH 
requires,  it  will  be  hardly  necessary  to  say,  that  if  considerable 
inflammation  exists,  dejtletion  must  be  employed.  The  inflam- 
mation, however,  is  of  the  atonic  kind.  First  apply  leeches, 
but  not  in  large  numbers,  so  as  not  to  carry  depletion  to  too 
great  an  extent : it  will  be  proper  to  evacuate  the  bowels,  not 
by  drastic  purges,  but  mild  aperients,  and  to  attend  to  the 
secretions.  Blisters  will  be  useful,  if  the  sight  be  aftected. 
When  the  state  of  the  bowels  has  been  regulated,  yon  must 
begin  with  tonic  remedies,  and  as  early  as  possible  with  mild 
astringent  collyria,  and  the  best  is  the  vinum  opii.  'J’he  only 
point  to  guard  against  is,  that  depletion  be  not  pursued  to  too 
great  an  extent  at  the  outset.  The  system  must  be  invi- 
gorated by  tonic  remedies,  and  tone  given  to  the  vessels  of  the 
part. 

The  next  affection  to  which  I shall  direct  your  attention,  is 
the  result  of  purulent  ophthalmia,  which  is  that  called 
Fungus  of  the  Conjunctiva. 

'Phis  appearance  of  the  conjunctiva  occurs  in  diseased  sub- 
jects. Tlie  conjunctiva  becomes  loose  and  red,  the  vessels 
turgid  with  blood,  and  there  is  a fold  of  this  membrane  on  the 
inside  of  the  lids,  which  produces  considerable  irregularity  on 
its  surface — a morbid  secretion  is  kept  up  on  the  part— and  not 
unfrequently  eversion  of  tfie  lids  is  the  result.  Extraneous 
bodies  often  enter  the  eye,  and  disturb  it  con.siderably.  'J'o 
prevent  thi.«,  and  remedy  the  complaint,  the  loose  portion  of 
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the  conjunctiva  should  be  removed,  which  is  a very  easy  ope- 
ration. An  assistant  holding  the  lid,  you,  by  the  means  of  a 
pair  of  forceps,  raise  tlie  fold  of  the  conjunctiva,  and  with  a 
pair  of  curved  scissors  remove  it.  As  to  the  after  treatment, 
you  must  keep  down  inflammation,  should  it  appear,  by  the 
means  already  recommended. 

There  is  another  alfection  more  frequently  met  with  than 
this,  viz. 

Granulations  of  the  Conjunctiva. 

These  are  nothing  more  than  loose  irregularities  of  this 
membrane  where  it  lines  the  lids.  These  projections  continue 
to  pour  out  a portion  of  morbid  secretion,  which  stimulates  and 
irritates  the  whole  eye  ; the  palpebral  conjunctiva  becomes  al- 
tered in  its  texture,  and  its  surface  is  covered  with  a fleshy  ele- 
vation, having  the  exact  appearance  of  granulations.  These 
granulations  covering  the  surface  of  the  conjunctiva  lining  the 
lids  are  constantly  rubbed  over  the  globe  of  the  eye  whenever  it 
moves,  producing  pain  and  irritation,  and  keeping  up  morbid 
secretion,  and,  in  fact,  giving  rise  to  chronic  ophthalmia.  'I’hus 
easy  access  is  aflforded  to  extraneous  bodies  ; nebulous  opacities 
form  on  the  cornea ; vessels  will  be  seen  shooting  over  it,  and 
these  will  be  quite  in  a varicose  state,  enlarged,  and  having  a 
knotty  appearance.  The  granulations,  if  not  removed  or  re- 
medied, produce  ultimate  blindness.  Considerable  advantage 
is  said  to  be  derived  from  the  following  plan  of  treatment;  — 
Remove  the  grauulating  surface  of  the  conjunctiva  by  the  lancet, 
or  by  a pair  of  curved  scissors.  I am  not  able  myself  to  say 
that  I have  seen  any  great  good  result  from  this  mode  of  treat- 
ment. 'Pouching  the  granulations  with  nitrate  of  silver  or  sul- 
phate of  copper  will  tend  materially  to  keep  them  down.  One 
remedy  in  this  complaint  was  first  inent  oned  to  me  by  my 
friend,  .Mr.  'ryrrell,  who  stated  that  he  had  tried  it  with  ad- 
vantage : the  liquor  plumbi  subacetatis  applied  to  the  surface 
of  the  granulations.  The  result  of  my  experience  has  been  to 
confirm  this  statement.  If  the  vessels  on  the  cornea  be  nu- 
merous, it  will  be  pro|)er  to  divide  the  trunks  which  supply 
them.  This  is  a very  siinjile  operation.  You  must  raise  the 
lid  and  pre.ss  on  the  globe,  by  which  means  you  distend  it  and 
pr<jject  it  forwards  ; you  then  carry  a sharp  carved  instrument 
round  the  outside  of  the  cornea,  and  divide  the  vessels,  so  that 
they  shall  not  reunite.  A bar  of  lymph  is  thrown  out,  which 
turns  the  vessels  from  off  their  course,  excepting,  perhaps,  the 
.small  ones,  which  often  reunite.  It  will  be  necessary,  perhaps, 
to  repeat  it.  Cases  of  this  complaint  are  dillicult  to  cure. 
'I'hese  are  remedies  then  to  be  used  : removing  the  granula- 
tions, applying  caustic  applications,  and  the  div.sion  of  the  vari- 
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cose  and  enlarged  vessels.  These  may  be  aided  by  setons, 
issues,  and  blisters,  and  attention  to  the  general  health. 

Encanthis. 

Ti'iis  consists  in  an  alteration  of  the  structure  of  the  carun- 
cula,  lachrynialis,  and  neighbouring  semilunar  fold  of  the  con- 
junctiva. The  caruncula  is  enlarged ; at  the  commencement 
it  has  a granulated  appearance,  which  it  loses  as  it  increases, 
and  then  becomes  similar  to  a hazel  nut,  being  ash-coloured, 
and  streaked  with  varicose  vessels.  This  enlargement  or  ex- 
crescence prevents  the  lids  from  closing,  and  allows  extrane- 
ous matter  to  enter,  which  keeps  up  inllammation  of  the  eye, 
and  it  also  presses  on  the  puncta-lachrymalia,  and  turns  them 
out  of  their  place;  the  tears,  thus  i)reveuted  from  getting  into 
the  lachrymal  sac,  are  effused  on  the  cheek.  The  best  treat- 
ment is  to  remove  it  altogether.  It  is  a simple  operation,  and 
is  thus  performed:  an  assistant  raising  the  lid,  by  taking  up 
the  tumour  with  a pair  of  forceps,  removes  it  with  a pair  of 
curved  scissors  with  convex  edges.  When  this  complaint  has 
not  assumed  the  malignant  form,  it  is  always  renu'diable  by 
excision.  Never  operate,  however,  when  the  encanthis  has 
become  of  the  malignant  kind,  and  put  on  the  cancerous  ap- 
pearance. This  will  be  known  by  the  dull  red  colour  of  the 
excrescence,  its  excessive  hardness,  lancinating  pains  extend- 
ing to  tiie  eye-ball  and  forehead,  particularly  when  touched, 
foul  ulcers,  with  irregular  edgc.s,  having  all  the  appearance  of 
cancer  in  any  other  part  of  the  body. 

The  last  affection  of  which  I shall  speak  is 

Pti'.ry&ium. 

This  is  always  of  the  triangular  shape,  and  may  be  divided 
into  the  membranous  and  fleshy.  The  first  has  the  appearance 
of  a thin  film  of  minute  vessels  converging  towards  the  cornea. 
The  usual  seat  of  this  affection  is  towards  the  inner  canthiis, 
that  is,  witli  the  base  at  the  canthus  and  the  apex  against  the 
cornea.  It  is  always  of  a triangular  shape,  and  the  vessels 
proceed  from  the  base  to  the  apex.  The  fact  is,  that  pterygia 
do  not  long  exist  before  they  produce  a nebulous  state  of  the 
transparent  part  of  the  eye  by  deposits  of  lym()h,  and  then  of 
fluid  The  conjunctiva  and  sclerotic  coat  become  loaded  with 
vessels,  and  if  this  affection  is  not  remedied,  vision  becomes 
impaired,  and  is  ultimately  lost.  The  fleshy  pterygia  differ 
from  the  membranous,  and  are  more  vascular.  They  first  ap- 
pear of  a yellowish  colour.  Then  the  ve.-seis  running  thr-ough 
them  become  large,  and  they  have  a red  appearance ; but  al- 
ways retain  their  triangular  shape.  When  the  disease  has  pror 
cceded  far  on  the  transparent  part  of  the  eye,  the  only  plan  to 
adoj)!  will  t)e  the  removal  of  a part  of  the  pterygium.  'J'his 
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consists  simply  in  raising  the  lueinbiane  as  nearly  as  you  can 
to  the  cornea,  and  cutting  it  throngli  while  suspended.  When 
the  pterygia  are  fleshy,  more  care  must  be  taken  in  dividing 
them  ; tliey  must  be  divided  near  to  the  margin  of  the  cornea, 
and  turned  back  from  the  apex  towards  the  base. 

There  are  a few  other  affections  of  the  conjunctiva,  but  not 
of  sutficient  importance  for  me  to  detain  you  any  longer  this 
evening.  

LECTURE  XXXIV. 


On  iNFLASIiMATION  OF  THE  CoRNEA. 

At  the  outset  in  inflammation  attacking  the  transparent 
cornea,  there  is  a liazy  appearance,  the  cornea  loses  its  natural 
lustre,  and  in  a short  time  there  may  be  discovered  on  its  sur- 
face vessels  carrying  red  blood,  and  then  the  sym|>toms  will 
be  the  same  as  those  of  inflammation  in  general ; tlie  patient 
will  complain  of  intolerance  of  light,  and  also  have  effusion  of 
tears.  When  the  inflammation  of  the  cornea  continues,  matter 
very  frequently  forms  between  its  lamellte,  and  the  appearance 
which  it  then  assumes  is  called  onyx,  or  unguis,  from  its  re- 
semblance to  a nail ; the  matter  is  to  be  very  distinctly  seen  in 
the  transparent  part  of  the  eye,  and  gradually  extends  till  it 
occupies  one-third  or  fourth  of  the  cornea.  If  you  place  the 
eye  in  profile,  you  can  generally  observe  yellowish  spots,  which 
are  usually  seated  at  the  anterior  part  of  the  coi  nea,  and  if  you 
employ  gentle  pressure  with  a probe,  the  fluid  may  be  felt 
fluctuating  within.  In  the  various  positions  of  the  head,  the 
matter  does  not  shift  its  situation,  but  remains  at  the  same 
spot.  By  proper  treatment  the  matter  often  becomes  ab- 
sorbed, but  it  not  unfrequently  makes  its  way  externally,  or 
an  opening  is  formed  internally,  and  the  matter  is  then  effused 
into  the  anterior  chamber  of  the  eye.^  I shall  defer  speaking 
of  the  treatment  of  this  inflammation  till  I have  considered 
the  next  subject : — 

hA.CEIlATION  OF  THE  CoRNEA. 

This  disease  is  the  common  consequence  of  inflammation  of 
the  cornea  ; but  it  is  very  frequently  produced^  by^  the  contact 
of  matter  in  purulent  ophthalmia,  and  the  irritation  of  lime, 
or  by  any  sharp- pointed  bodies  which  may  be  insinuated  into 
the  cornea  ; or,  in  fact,  any  irritating  substance,  mcchanital 
or  chemical,  that  may  be  introduced  into  the  eye.  1 he  in-- 
fiammution  produces  the  formation  of  pus  this  breaks,  and 
an  nicer  is  formed.  In  ulcers  of  the  cornea  you  will  find  the 
cfige.s  rugged,  uneven,  and  elevated,  the  ulcer  itself  having  an 
ash-coloured  appearance,  and  the  [latient  complaining  of  gi cat 
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pain ; tliere  will  also  be  a discharge  of  a good  deal  of  acrid 
and  irritating  matter.  In  general  theie  will  be  no  dilncnlty  in 
distinguishing  ulcers  of  the  cornea  ; all  you  have  to  do  is  to 
put  the  eye  in  profile,  and  take  a side  view  of  this  organ,  and 
yon  will  sec  the  ulcer  with  the  appearances  I have  described, 
'i’he  situation  of  tlic  ulcers  of  the  cornea  varies ; very  fre- 
quently they  are  at  the  superior  portion,  and  affecting  only 
the  external  lamella:,  in  other  cases  spreading  over  the  whole 
cornea,  and  penetrating  into  the  anterior  chamber,  by  which 
means  the  aqueoifs  humour  escapes,  and  the  iris  is  often  pro- 
truded ; sometimes  even  the  opening  becomes  enlarged,  and 
the  crystalline  lens  and  vitreous  humour  escape.  The  ulcers 
vary  in  their  appearance,  some  being  large  and  others  smaM 
and  those  which  are  of  small  .size,  on  cicatrization,  do  not 
materially  obstruct  vi.sion,  whilst  those  that  are  large,  when 
healed,  produce  a nebulous  appearance  which  destroys  the 
power  of  sight. 

Trealment  of  hiflammiition  and  Ulceration  of  the  Cornea. — 
The  treatment  required  in  inflammation  of  the  cornea  does  not 
differ  materially  from  that  of  inflammation  of  the  conjunctiva, 
or  any  other  part  of  the  eye,  and  therefore  it  will  not  be  ne- 
cessary to  recapitulate  the  means  necessary  to  be  adopted  ; you 
must  rely  on  the  efficacy  of  a strict  antiphlogistic  plan,  and, 
when  the  acute  inflammation  has  been  subdued,  on  the  use  of 
mild  astringent  collyria.  When  ulcers,  however,  form  in  any 
))art  of  the  cornea,  it  will  be  proper  to  use  active  means,  if 
they  be  accompanied  by  acute  inflammation  ; but  most  fre- 
quently they  are  accompanied  by  chronic  ophthalmia,  and  have 
a disposition  to  spread  rather  than  heal,  lii  these  cases  as- 
tringent lotions  will  be  of  great  service ; but  of  all  remedies  in 
ulcers  of  the  cornea,  the  nitrate  of  silver  is  the  one  on  which 
you  are  to  depend  ; it  is  generally  used  in  a state  of  solution, 
about  two  grains  to  an  ounce  of  water,  or  it  will  be  better  to 
begin  with  a grain  to  an  ounce,  regulating  the  strength  in  pro- 
portion to  the  degree  of  irritation  it  may  produce.  Scarpa 
gives  the  preference  to  the  caustic  itself  in  the  treatment  of  the 
ulcers  of  the  cornea ; the  caustic  is  to  be  cut  to  a shar])  point, 
and  the  ulcer  to  be  touebed  with  it.  An  eschar  forms,  which 
in  the  course  of  two  or  three  days  falls  off,  and  the  symptoms 
of  the  disease  return  as  before  ; the  caustic  is  again  to  be  ap- 
plied, and  to  be  rciieated  a third  time,  if  necessary.  The 
ulcer,  by  this  mcan.s,  loses  its  ash-coloured  appearance,  the 
edges  become  regular  and  even,  and  it  rapidly  heals.  When 
ulcers  of  the  cornea  are  attended  by  acute  inflammation,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  employ  bleeding,  by  leeches,  before  the 
use  of  astringents,  and  at  the  same  time  to  keep  the  bowels 
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regular  by  mild  aperients.  During  the  progress  of  the  ulcers, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  watch  them  very  closely,  and  examine 
them  frequently,  but  in  doing  it  great  caution  must  be  used 
lest  the  eye-lids  become  everted.  When  the  ulcers  heal,  it  is 
by  cicatrization,  as  in  any  other  part  of  the  body,  and  after- 
wards specks  are  left  which  are  nothing  more  than  rounded 
spots  of  coagulable  lymph,  and  are  denominated  leucoma  or 
albugo  • and  in  these  cases  the  rays  of  light  are  not  |)rcvented 
entering  the  eye,  except  when  the  spots  are  on  the  axis  of 
vision,  and  then  they  are  interrupted. 

The  next  disease  to  which  the  cornea  is  subject  is 
Staphyloma. 

In  this  disease  the  cornea  becomes  opaque,  considerably 
elevated,  and  altered  in  texture.  The  eye-lids  are  prevented 
from  being  closed  ; there  is  perpetual  irritation  kept  up  by  the 
friction  of  the  pa'pebra;  on  the  ball.  This  disease  frequently 
comes  on  after  small-pox,  and  is  one  of  the  sequela;  belonging 
to  that  formidable  complaint.  By  the  separation  of  the  lids 
extraneous  bodies  often  enter  the  eye  ; irritation  is  |)roduced 
by  the  friction  of  the  lids  and  eye-lashes — and  thus  aconsider- 
able  degree  of  inconvenience  is  produced  to  the  patient,  and 
the  eye  kept  in  a state  of  chronic  ophthalrny  ; and  the  sound 
eye  becomes  sympathetically  affected. 

In  this  disease  the  iris  often  protrudes  ; the  vitreous  humour 
is  altered  in  texture  ; and  the  crystalline  lens  is  pi'ojected  for- 
wards. In  this  complaint  nothing  can  be  done  for  the  re- 
storation of  sight ; and  the  only  plan  of  treatment  will  be  to 
remove  the  staphylomatous  part,  so  as  to  return  the  eye  within 
the  orbit,  and  permit  the  use  of  an  artificial  eye.  The  ope- 
ration is  exceedingly  simple;  the  surgeon  first  passes  a needle 
with  a ligature  through  the  staphylomatous  part,  in  order  to 
steady  the  eye,  and  then  with  the  other  hand,  takes  the  cor- 
nea knife,  and  removes  as  much  of  the  projecting  part  as  may 
be  necessary ; the  operation  gives  little  pain  ; it  generally 
happens  that  the  iris  adheres  to  the  cornea,  and  that  por- 
tion of  it  is  removed.  The  crystalline  lens  escapes,  together 
witli  a portion  of  vitreous  humour,  and  the  eye  collapses,  so 
that  when  the  part  is  healed,  the  artificial  eye  may  be  worn. 
These  are  now  made  so  much  to  resemble  the  natural  eye 
that  they  may  be  worn  without  the  deception  being  detected. 
This  is  the  only  treatment  that  can  be  adopted  with  any  relief 
to  the  patient.  Tlie  cornea  sometimes  becomes  conical,  or  ot 
a conoid  shape ; in  these  cases  the  cornea  loses  its  natural 
lustre — the  sight  becomes  impaired.  Glasses  afford  no  relief 
to  the  sight  in  this  altered  shape  of  the  cornea;  nor  is  there 
any  remedy  with  which  I am  acquainted  that  duos.  I have 
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seen  several  cases  of  this  kind,  and  have  not  known  any  good 
result  from  the  treatment  that  has  been  adopted.  Having  con- 
sidered all  the  affections  of  the  cornea,  1 shall  proceed  to  those 
of  the  other  parts  of  the  eye. 

Inflammation  of  tmf.  Ikis. 

Inflammation  of  the  iris,  or  as  it  has  been  latterly  called 
iritis,  is  a peculiar  and  specific  inflammation  of  the  eye.  The 
symiitonis  attending  this  complaint  are  in  some  cases  with 
great  difficulty  recognized.  In  looking  into  the  eye,  you  see 
the  iris  changed  in  colour,  or  having  a brownish  hue  ; or 
rather  a reddish  brown  colour  (this,  however,  varies  accord- 
ing to  the  natural  colour  of  the  iris),  from  the  increased  num- 
her  of  vessels  on  its  surface  carrying  red  blood.  'J’he  iris 
itself  is  altered  in  te.\tnre,  being  jmekered  and  thickened. 
'Fhese  appearances  are  soon  removed,  and  deposits  of  yellow 
lymph,  resembling  yellow  tubercles,  will  he  seen  on  the  iris  ; 
tiie  pujiil  becomes  irregular,  and  altered  in  .-hape,  and  the  pu- 
pillary margin  of  the  iris  thickened,  and  (urned  back  towards 
the  posterior  chamber.  These  then  are  the  principal  symp- 
toms by  which  you  recognise  iritis  ; but  besides  these,  the 
atjueous  humour  becomes  turbid,  and  the  ciliary  vessels  on  the 
surface  of  the  sclerotic  form  a zone  of  vessels  immediately 
surrounding  the  upjier  jiart  of  the  cornea,  which  have  a dif- 
ferent iippearance  from  those  in  inflammation  of  the  conjunc- 
tiva, the  latter  having  a tortuous  course,  whilst  the  others  go 
in  a straight  direction.  'I'lie  conjunctiva  jiartakes  of  the  in- 
flammation, and  assumes  a red  appearance.  The  pain  in  the  eye 
is  not  acute,  hut  the  patient  cannot  bear  the  light.  'I'here  is 
also  considerable  constitutional  irritation  or  fever,  which  may 
be  known  by  the  state  of  the  pulse,  and  other  symptoms.  In- 
flammation of  the  iris  often  comes  on  from  very  slight  causes  ; 
it  occasionally  happens  to  those  who  have  been  under  the  in- 
fluence of  mercury,  and  in  persons  of  a scrofulous  diathesis, 
or  when  mercury  has  been  pushed  to  an  undue  extent. 

Iritis  has  in  consequence  of  its  occurring  so  frequently  after 
syphilis,  been  classed  as  a secondary  symptom  of  that  com- 
plaint ; I have,  I must  say,  considerable  doubt  on  the  subject, 
for  1 have  never  met  with  it  in  a person  labouring  at  the  same 
lime  under  any  other  secondary  symptoms  of  syphilis,  with 
eruptions  or  nodes  on  the  bones ; and  also  1 have  never  met 
wit!)  a case  of  iritis  after  syphilis  hut  when  mercury  had  been 
previously  given,  and  therefore  I cannot  say  whether  the  in- 
flammation of  the  iris  was  the  effect  of  the  mercury,  or  of  the 
original  disease  for  which  it  was  given.  Iritis  is  not  unfre- 
<|uently  accompanied  by  inflammation  of  the  tunics  of  the  eye, 
what  may  be  called  opht/ialmilis,  or  deep-seated  inflammation 
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of  the  globe  of  the  eye.  In  this  complaint  the  sclerotic  ap- 
pears reddened — the  cornea  is  dull,  and  the  capsule  of  the  lens 
itself  becomes  opaque — all  these  participate  in  the  inflamma- 
tion. 'Phere  is  deposition  of  lymph  on  the  edges  of  the  iris, 
and  tiiere  are  also  adhesions  of  it  in  some  places  to  the  crys- 
talline lens.  The  sclerotic  coat,  however,  is  particularly  in- 
flamed ; the  vessels  may  be  seen  carrying  the  blood  in  a straight 
course,  while  those  of  the  conjunctiva  are  tortuous.  There  is 
))ain  in  the  eye,  intolerance  of  light ; all  these  symptoms, 
together  with  a turbid  state  of  the  humours,  are  sufficient  to 
inform  one  of  the  presence  of  inflammation  of  the  sclerotic 
coat;  the  patient  also  labours  at  the  same  time  under  great 
febrile  excitement.  This  inflammation  is  often  attended  by  a 
disorganization  of  the  organ.  The  result  of  this  severe  form 
of  inflammation,  if  it  be  not  checked,  is  effusion  of  lymph  or 
matter  into  the  anterior  chamber  of  the  eye,  producing  what 
is  technically  called  hypopium.  In  these  cases  the  matter  may 
be  easily  observed,  and  sometimes  there  is  so  much  as  to  con- 
ceal the  edges  of  the  pupil  and  the  iris. 

Treitment. — Of  course  the  first  part  of  the  treatment  will 
be,  to  'relieve  the  irritation  of  the  part  by  blood-letting,  both 
general’ and  local ; and,  in  fact,  all  the  steps  of  depletion  must 
be  adopted  as  in  other  inflammations  of  the  eye.  But  there  is 
one  remedy  above  all  others  in  this  complaint  on  which  you 
are  to  rely,  and  that  is  mercury  : it  must  be  given  so  as  to  af- 
fect the  constitution,  till  the  gums  and  mouth  are  sore,  or  the 
saliva  begins  to  flow,  which  will  be  the  signs  of  it.  In  iritis, 
this  medicine  must  be  given,  let  whatever  quantities  may  have 
been  taken  before.  T’he  best  form  in  which  it  can  be  exhibited 
is  that  of  calomel ; let  it  be  given  internally  after  the  bleeding, 
in  the  dose  of  two  or  three  grains  combined  with  about  a thii’d 
or  a quarter  of  a grain  of  opium,  so  as  to  prevent  its  acting  on 
the  bowels.  In  order  that  the  calomel  may  affect  the  systern, 
it  must  be  given  every  fourth  or  sixth  hour,  till  the  mouth  is 
sore ; in  more  chronic  forms  of  this  complaint  it  may  be  given 
less  frequently.  As  soon  as  the  .system  has  become  affected, 
you  will  see  the  zone  of  vessels  disappearing,  the  lymi)h  ab- 
sorbed, the  aqueous  humour  becoming  clear,  and  the  cornea 
losing  its  hazy  appearance.  Other  remedies  have  been  recom- 
mended, but  there  is  not  one  on  which  you  can  rely  but  the 
exhibition  of  mercury.  The  belladonna  will  be  found  a very 
useful  adjunct  in  this  complaint ; by  dilating  the  pupils,  the 
adhesions  are  often  prevented  from  forming  between  the  iiis 
and  capsule  of  the  crystalline  lens,  and  when  they  are  formed, 
k tends  to  elongate  the  adhesions.  The  belladonna .■<hould  be 
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applied,  in  the  form  of  extract,  arotind  tlie  eye,  morning  and 
evening. 

Amaurosis. 

JJy  amaurosis,  I mean  partial  or  total  loss  of  vision  arising 
from  paralysis  of  tlie  optic  nerve  or  retina  ; and  this  is  pro- 
duced by  a congestion  of  the  vessels  of  the  part,  or  minute 
alteration  of  its  structure.  The  symptoms  distinguishing  this 
complaint  are  few,  and  therefore  require  to  be  well  known. 
The  iiujiil  is  generally  dilated,  aiid  motionless;  the  iris  is 
nearly  immoveable,  acts  very  little,  and  vision  is  completely 
tiestroyed.  There  is  also  slight  strabismus.  In  amaurosis, 
there  is  frequently  the  sensation  as  if  a cloud  were  before  the 
eye,  which  is  termed  caligo,  and  there  is  often  a greenish  ap- 
pearance of  the  humours,  which  is  named  glaucoma.  This  de- 
pends on  an  alteration  of  the  lens,  or  an  alteration  in  the 
structure  of  the  vitreous  humour.  The  persons  subjected  to 
this  complaint  are  those  who  have  been  in  the  habit  of  viewing 
minute  objects,  or  exposing  the  eyes  to  strong  light.  Persons 
affected  with  amaurosis  are  frequently  troubled  with  false  ap- 
pearances— as  dashes  of  light,  or  balls  of  fire  before  their  eyes. 
I shall  divide  the  causes  of  amaurosis  into  three  parts : — 1st, 
Those  which  affect  the  retina  or  optic  nerve.  2d,  Those  af- 
fecting the  brain,  or  that  part  of  it  from  which  the  optic  nerves 
arise,  the  thalamia  nervorum  opticorum.  And,  3dly,  Those 
affecting  the  body  at  large,  or  some  particular  organ,  and  thus 
sympathetically  affecting  the  eye. 
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On  the  Humours  of  the  Eye. 

In  the  preceding  lectures,  gentlemen,  I have  described  the 
affections  of  the  coats  of  the  eye  ; this  evening  I shall  proceed 
to  treat  of  those  of  the  humours  of  the  eye.  Very  little,  how- 
ever, can  be  said  of  the  aqueous  and  vitreous  humours,  as  most 
of  the  diseases  to  which  the  humours  are  subject,  attack  the 
crystalline  lens,  or  its  capsule ; therefore,  I shall  chiefiy  di- 
rect your  attention  to  them. 

Hydrophthalmia. 

'I'he  aqueous  humour  is  sometimes  the  subject  of  an  accumu- 
lation which  is  known  by  the  name  of  hydrophthalmia,  or 
dropsy  of  the  eye  ; and  consists  in  an  increased  secretion  of 
this  humour,  'i'he  symptoms  of  this  complaint  are— that  the 
eye  becomes  more  distended  than  natural ; the  cornea  widen- 
ed ; the  sclerotic  coat  attached  to  tlic  cornea  has  a blue  tint  or 
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cast ; the  sight  is  affected  ; the  motions  of  the  iris  impaired  • 
and  the  disease,  at  last,  terminates  in  amaurosis.  On  what 
this  complaint  depends,  it  would  be  difficult  to  say  ; it  is  ge- 
nerally preceded  by  chronic  ophthalmia. 

Treatment. — The  remedies  recommended  for  this  complaint 
are  various,  of  the  most  opposite  kind,  and  have  been  tried 
generally  without  any  good  effect.  Puncturing  the  cornea,  at  a 
short  distance  from  the  sclerotic,  has  been  tried,  and  it  is  said 
with  success.  I have,  however,  seen  several  cases  of  this 
affection,  and  no  benefit  whatever  was  derived  from  any  means 
that  were  employed. 

The  vitreous  humour  is  occasionally  affected.  Tliere  is 
sometimes  a deficiency  of  this  humour,  arising  from  part  of  it 
being  lost  in  the  course  of  an  operation  ; and  the  quantity  lost 
is  often  so  considerable,  that  the  pait  supported  by  the  aqueous 
humour  is  not  sufficiently  firm  to  keep  up  the  natural  rouud- 
ness  and  plumpness  of  the  eye.  The  medium  of  refracting  the 
rays  of  light  is  destroyed,  the  sight  becomes  impaired,  and 
glasses  afford  no  relief. 

There  is  the  tremulous  iris  after  couching,  arising  from  the 
same  cause  as  the  preceding  affection.  Another  change  which 
takes  place  in  the  vitreous  humour  is  that  known  by  the 
name  of 

Glaucoma. 

In  this  complaint  the  vitreous  humour  becomes  altered  in 
texture,  more  dense,  and  presents  a sea-green  hue,  and  the 
pupil  is  dilated.  This  disease  has  often  been  mistaken  for  ca- 
taract, and  a person  affected  with  it  is  frequently  supposed  to 
have  a cataract  in  its  incipient  stage.  On  examining  the  eye 
minutely,  this  greenish  appearance  may  be  observed  to  be  be- 
hind the  crystalline  lens,  and  posterior  to  the  seat  of  the  cata- 
ract ; it  may  be,  however,  mistaken  for  many  diseases,  and  has 
a greater  resemblance  to  cataract  than  any  other.  Glaucoma 
remains  without  any  change  by  which  it  may  be  distinguished 
from  fungus  of  the  eye,  of  which  1 shall  speak  to  you  in  an- 
other lecture.  The  diagnosis  is  not  difficult.  Having  mentioned 
the  affections  of  the  aqueous  and  vitreous  humours,  I come 
next  to  consider  the  different  species  of  cataract. 

Cataract. 

By  cataract,  is  meant  an  opacity  of  the  ciystalline  lens,  or 
its  capsule,  the  cataract  depending  on  a morbid  secretion  of  the 
liquor  niorgagni  being  very  rare  ; this  is  an  e.xception,  but  the 
ordinary  definition  is  the  one  I have  just  given.  Ibis  com- 
plaint seems  to  have  been  understood  by  Hippocrates;  but  the 
notions  of  Galen  and  tliose  who  followed  him,  respecting  ca- 
taract, were  very  confused  ; and  it  was  not  till  the  end  of  the 
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17tl),  or  beginning  of  the  18th  century,  tliat  tlie  nature  of  tliis 
disease  I)cgan  to  be  understood,  when  Mery  and  Maitre-Jean, 
and  others,  gave  fair  accounts  of  this  complaint.  The  symp- 
toms of  cataract  are  unequivocal,  and  may  be  easily  recognised. 
At  first  there  i.s  always  defect  of  vision,  and  the  patient  sees 
things  as  through  a mist,  and  requires  a strong  light  to  see 
them  plainly  ; this  symptom  changes  during  the  progress  of  the 
complaint,  the  patient  being  able  to  see  better  in  a moderate 
than  a strong  light,  and  then  a speck,  or  opacity  in  the  lens 
or  capsule,  may  be  distinctly  observed  ; it  is  generally  in  the 
centre  of  the  pupil,  and  at  the  situation  of  the  lens  ; this  gra- 
dually enlarges,  and  in  proportion  as  the  oi)acity  increases, 
the  sight  becomes  more  dim,  and  the  capability  of  discerning 
objects  diminishes.  In  the  progress  of  the  cataract,  the  patient 
can  see  better  in  a faint  than  in  a strong  light;  and  this  is' 
easily  e.\plained,  because  in  the  faint  light  the  iris  dilates,  and 
the  rays  of  light  are  transmitted  through  the  eircumference  of 
the  crystalline  lens,  which  is  not  yet  obscured.  But  you  see 
these  symptoms  dilfer  in  the  different  kinds  of  this  disease, 
and  this  leads  me  to  consider  the  diflerent  species  of  cataract : 
it  is  extremely  important  that  they  should  be  known,  as  the 
operation  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  perform  depends  on  the 
kind  of  cataract  which  exists ; but  it  is  to  be  observed  that  the 
criteria  arc,  to  say  the  best  of  them,  very  fallible.  On  looking 
at  a cataract,  you  cannot  always  be  certain  that  it  is  of  this 
or  that  kind,  but  on  the  whole  you  are  enabled  to  give  a 
pretty  good  guess.  The  symptoms  characterizing  each  kind 
will  be  spoken  of  under  tbe  different  heads. 

Different  Kinds  of  Cataract. 

There  are  four  kinds  of  cataract : 1st,  The  hard  or  firm  ca- 
taract ; 2d,  The  fluid  or  milky  cataract ; 3d,  The  soft  or  ca- 
seous cataract ; and,  besides  these,  there  is  a fourth  kind,  the 
capsular  cataract ; the  three  first  forming  in  the  lens  itself, 
and  the  last  in  the  capsule.  Tbe  last  kind  of  cataract  comes 
on  after  an  operation,  or  in  consequence  of  it,  and  is  also 
found  in  children,  when  it  is  called  congenital  cataract.  This 
kind  of  cataract  does  not  differ  essentially  from  the  other 
forms  of  capsular  cataract ; but  is  called  congenital,  on  ac- 
count of  its  occurring  at  a panicular  pei  iod  of  life,  or  children 
being  born  with  it.  This  form  of  cataract  also  requires  a par- 
ticular kind  of  operation,  and  will  be  particularly  spoken  of. 
Of  the  lenticular  cataract  there  are  three  kinds,  the  soft,  fluid, 
and  hard.  These  different  kinds  of  cataract  occur  at  different 
periods  of  life.  It  is  stated  that  the  firm  or  hard  cataract  is 
found  in  advanced  age,  whilst  the  soft  occurs  at  an  earlier 
period.  There  is  one  circumstance  respecting  these  different 
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kiuds  of  cataracts  it  will  be  proper  to  mention ; that  is,  it  is 
not  at  all  common  for  one  form  to  go  into  another -for  the 
soft  to  go  into  the  hard,  for  instance,  is  exceedingly  rare.  1 
allude  to  an  opinion  which  used  to  prevail,  that  a soft  cataract 
became  hard,  and  then  it  was  said  to  be  ripe.  Tliis  idea  is 
now  given  up,  and  experience  proves  it  to  be  incorrect. 

_ Let  us  now  consider  the  different  symptoms  attending  the 
dilferent  kinds  of  cataract. 

Firm  or  Hard  Cataract. 

In  this  kind  of  cataract  the  lens  acquires  a greater  degree  of 
density  or  firmness  than  natural;  and  in  undergoing  this 
change,  it  becomes  smaller  and  thinner,  and  more  concen- 
trated. If  you  look  at  the  cataract,  you  will  see  that  it  has 
not  the  natural  whiteness  of  that  complaint;  it  has  a yellow 
or  brownish  appearance,  the  colour  of  amber.  The  next  par- 
ticular you  observe  is  the  interspace  between  the  iris  and  front 
part  of  tiie  lens,  on  account  of  the  lens  becoming  thinner. 
The  motions  of  the  iris  are  free,  there  being  no  adhesions. 
There  is  generally  some  degree  of  vision,  and  the  patient  can 
often  discern  large  and  bright  objects,  and  even  differences  of 
colour,  and  sometimes  the  shadow  of  minute  objects.  When 
the  light  is  faint,  the  patient  can  see  more  distinctly  tlian 
when  it  is  strong.  This  kind  of  cataract  generally  occurs  at 
an  advanced  period  of  life.  By  these  symptoms,  then,  you 
will  distinguish  this  kind  of  cataract : — by  its  colour  and  size  : 
the  interspace  between  the  front  part  of  the  lens  and  the  iris  : 
the  vision  being  more  or  less  distinct;  and,  lastly,  by  its  oc- 
curring at  an  advanced  [teriod  of  life. 

Fluid  Cataract. 

This  kind  of  cataract  is  always  more  or  les.s  fluid,  and  is 
called  milky,  from  its  white  colour.  The  fluid  cataract  is  not 
of  equal  density  throughout.  If  you  examine  the  eye  of  a pa- 
tient with  attention,  you  will  sec  that  it  lias  a flocculent  ap- 
pearance, from  s|)ecks  or  streaks  con.sisting  of  solid  particic-s 
of  the  lens,  and  these  will  move  up  and  down  in  the  various 
positions  and  motions  of  the  head,  and  be  removed  out  of 
sight ; but  on  the  head  becoming  steady,  they  again  ajipear. 
This  arises  from  their  gravity;  on  motion,  they  sink  to  the 
bottom,  and  of  course  disajipear.  There  will  not  be  any  diffi- 
culty in  recognising  this  form  of  cataract.  Besides  these 
symptoms,  the  lens  becomes  enlarged  and  globular;  .and  the 
increase  of  size  is  such,  that  the  lens  reache.s  to  the  iris,  so 
that  there  is  no  [losterior  chamber  at  all.  If  you  look  at  the 
eye  in  profile,  you  will  sec  that  the  iris  is  protruded  forward.s; 
from  this  |)ressure  the  motions  of  the  irjs  are  sluggish,  and  in 
Some  cases  prevented  altogether.  'I’he  size  and  shajie  of  the 
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pupil  is  altered.  The  rays  of  light  do  not  pass  into  the  eye, 
and  tlie  patient  can  scarcely  tell  the  difference  between  light 
and  darkness. 

Soft  on  Caseous  Cataract. 

This  kind  of  cataract  is  of  the  consistence  of  firm  jelly  or 
cheese.  It  is  uniformly  opaque,  and  there  is  a milky  white- 
ness, as  in  the  fluid  cataract ; but  the  spots  and  streaks  some- 
times observable  in  this  form  never  shift  their  position,  as  in 
the  other;  the  lens  also  becomes  increased  in  size.  The  pos- 
terior chamber  is  Obliterated.  There  is  no  interspace  between 
the  fore  part  of  the  lens  and  iris.  The  motions  of  the  iris  are 
performed  with  difficulty,  from  the  size  of  the  lens,  and  the 
rays  of  light  are  prevented  from  entering.  The  patients  some- 
times cannot  distinguish  between  light  and  darkness  ; although 
they  are  seldom  so  blind  as  this. 

Membranous  Cataract. 

This  form  of  cataract  is  not  connected  with  the  lens,  but  the 
capsule  itself.  This  opacity  may  exist  either  in  the  posterior 
or  anterior  layer  of  the  capsule,  or  combined  with  that  of  the 
lens,  and  thus  produce  cataract.  In  this  last  case  there  is  no 
distinct  mark  of  diagnosis  ; but  when  tlie  capsule  only  is  af- 
fected, you  may  offer  an  opinion.  If  the  anterior  layer  of  the 
capsule  is  opaque,  it  has  the  appearance  of  being  superficial 
and  close  to  the  pupil,  and  appears  rather  nebulous.  It  does 
not  quite  lose  its  transparency,  but  becomes  semirtransparent. 
When  the  posterior  layer  is  affected,  this  appearance  is  deeper  ; 
being -at  a considerable  depth,  and  having  more  or  less  of  a 
concave  form.  There  are  also  striae  passing  in  a radiated  di- 
rection. If  you  observe,  then,  the  opacity  deep-seated,  and 
the  lens  appearing  concave,  you  may  know  that  the  posterior 
layer  of  the  capsule  is  opaque  ; but  when  this  state  is  com- 
bined with  opacity  of  the  lens,  the  diagnosis  will  be  difficult. 

Another  species  of  membranous  cataract  is,  when  the  cap- 
sule becomes  opaque,  and  the  lens  at  the  same  time  absorbed, 
and  a tough,  dense,  membranous  substance  is  formed,  as  in 
congenital  cataract.  These  are  the  different  marks  that  I have 
to  ofl^'er  to  you  for  detecting  the  different  kinds  of  cataract ; 
but  you  see,  from  the  nature  of  the  observations,  how  diflicult 
it  is  to  distinguish  them.  But  it  is  necessary,  as  far  as  is  pos- 
sible, to  be  acquainted  with  the  appearances  each  form  of  ca- 
taract presents,  as  the  treatment  or  operation  required  must 
be  adapted  according  to  the  kind  of  cataract. 

Causes  of  Cataract. 

I have  not  much  to  offer  you  on  this  head,  as  the  causes 
of  cataract  are  in  general  very  obscure.  Cataract,  however, 
sometimes  arises  from  obvious  causes — injury,  violence,  in- 
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flanimatlon,  or  sharp  pointed  bodies  wounding  the  capsule  of 
the  lens,  or  the  lens  itself,  and,  consequently,  producing  opacity 
of  these  parts.  The  opacity  arising  from  this  cause  often  be- 
comes absorbed,  and  the  case  undergoes  the  natural  process 
of  cure  without  requiring  an  operation.  It  is  produced  too  by 
inflammation  of  the  globe  of  the  eye  ; but  then  the  cataract  is 
capsular,  and  not  lenticular.  Cataract,  however,  arising  from 
these  causes,  is  exceedingly  rare  ; and  by  far  the  greater  nuui- 
ber  of  cases  are  produced,  as  it  is  called,  spontaneously,  or 
under  circumstances  which  are  too  subtle  for  our  cognizance. 
It  has  been  said  that  where  the  eye  has  been  tried  a good  deal 
and  subject  to  much  exercise  and  strong  light,  as  in  black- 
smiths, glass-blowers,  &c.,  that  cataract  is  produced  : this  is 
exceedingly  doubtful ; and  if  it  is  so,  there  are  many  cases  in 
which  no  such  cause  can  be  assigned.  It  is  also  not  unfre- 
quently  congenital,  and  of  course  produced  from  none  of  the 
causes  mentioned.  It  also  runs  through  families,  and  appears 
to  be  hereditary.  It  has  been  shown  that  it  may  be  produced 
by  external  causes  which  are  obvious,  yet  it  more  frequently 
comes  on  without  any  assignable  cause. 

Prognosis. — Of  course,  by  this  I mean  a prognosis  as  to  the 
issue  of  the  case  by  no  other  means  than  an  operation  ; that 
is,  before  performing  the  operation,  ascertaining  whether  ser- 
vice can  or  cannot  be  afforded  by  the  operation  : whether  the 
changes  which  the  eye  may  have  undergone  from  inflammation 
during  the  progress  of  the  complaint,  or  the  symptoms,  are 
such  as  to  preclude  the  chance  of  success  if  an  operation  were 
performed,  and  destroy  all  hopes  of  vision  ever  being  regained. 
Now  there  are  certain  symptoms  accompanying  this  affection, 
bv  which  you  are  enabled  to  form  a pretty  accurate  opinion  as 
to  the  is.sue.  There  are  some  extremely  valuable  observations 
on  this  part  of  the  subject  to  be  found  in  Scarpa’s  work  on  the 
diseases  of  the  eye.  The  first  circumstance  which  leads  you 
to  determine  as  to  the  success  of  the  operation  is,  whether 
the  loss  of  vision  has  been  gradually  supervening,  and  has 
always  been  in  proportion  to  the  opacity  of  the  lens  ; second, 
whether  the  cataract  has  been  accompanied  by  chronic  oph- 
thalmia, or  any  changes  have  been  produced  in  the  eye  by  it : 
if  the  cataract  has  been  attended  by  a jicnetrating  pain  'ij  any 
part  of  the  eye,  or  orbit,  or  back  of  the  head,  winch  it  will  be 
necessary  to  inqiiii'e  about;  third,  whether  the  motions  of 
the  iris  are  duly  performed,  in  the  different  variations  of  the 
light;  if  not,  fear  may  be  entertained  of  the  eye  being  amau- 
rotic ; fourth,  if  there  is  the  power  of  distinguishing  betvveen 
light  and  dark,  or  the  colour  or  forms  of  things,  or  the  shade 
of  p^s.sing  objects.  Xhese  circurustaiices  should  be  ptiiticuiurly 


284 


ON  CAUSES  OF  CATARACT, 


jiiqiiiixd  into;  and  if  you  find  tlie  patient  has  all,  or  the 
greater  part  of  tliein — that  is,  if  the  defect  of  sight  has  been 
increasing  just  in  jiroportion  to  the  increase  of  the  opacity  of 
the  lens,  and  the  patient  lias  had  no  pain  in  the  head,  and  tlie 
motions  of  the  iris  are  free,  and  light  can  be  distinguished  ; 
then  you  may  operate,  and  with  the  chance  of  success,  as 
there  are  no  evident  reasons  against  it. 

For  by  the  first  circumstance  you  see  that  the  vision  has 
been  impaired  in  consequence  of  the  opacity  of  the  lens ; by 
the  second,  that  tJiere  has  been  no  disorganizing  inflammation 
in  the  eye,  or  that  the  brain  and  origin  of  the  optic  nerves 
have  not  been  alTected  ; by  the  third,  that  the  retina  is  sound ; 
and  by  the  fourth,  if  the  opacity  of  the  lens  be  removed,  that 
the  retina  will  be  in  a state  to  receive  the  impression  of  exter- 
nal objects,  lint  these  signs  are  not  so  certain  as  they  might 
appear,  for  the  iris  might  act,  and  yet  amaurosis  exist:  and  if 
one  eye  were  not  closed,  the  motions  of  the  iris  of  the  other 
might  be  prevented,  by  sympathy  from  the  other.  'I’hus  it  ap- 
pears that  the  state  of  the  iris  does  not  always  determine  the 
existence  of  amaurosis.  When  there  is  cataract,  the  operation 
must  be  regulated  by  taking  all  the  circumstances  into  con- 
sideration ; by  the  figure  of  the  cataract ; whether  there  are  any 
adhesions  of  the  iris  to  the  capsule  of  the  crystalline  lens  ; and 
especially  by  the  patient  being  able  to  distinguish  objects,  and 
light  from  darkness  ; but  though  this  is  a favourable  symptom, 
yet  persons  may  have  amaurosis,  and  be  able  to  distinguish  day 
from  night,  and  even  objects  from  one  another.  On  the  whole, 
it  is  a very  favourable  symptom,  and  when  present,  the  opera- 
tion maybe  performed.  In  general,  when  the  case  is  doubtful^ 
you  had  better  perform  the  operation,  of  course  taking  care  to 
inform  the  patient  of  the  state  of  the  case ; the  pain  is  not 
great,  and  you  will  not  leave  the  patient  in  a worse  state  than 
before  the  operation.  It  would  be  extremely  culpable  for  any 
one  to  operate  where  it  was  quite  apparent  that  no  relief  could 
be  afforded ; and  yet  I am  sorry  to  say,  that  I have  known 
individuals  operate  where  there  was  no  more  chance  of  doing 
good  than  if  the  eye  had  been  scooped  out  of  the  head — such 
men  are  unprincipled,  and  would  undertake  any  thing  for  the 
purpose  of  gain. 

Another  question  to  be  determined  on  is,  whether  the  opera- 
tion should  be  performed  if  one  eye  only  is  affected?  The  an- 
swer appears  to  be  plain,  yet  there  are  some  who  contend  that 
the  operation  should  be  resorted  to  when  there  is  cataract  in 
one  eye  only,  and  their  principal  reason  is  this  ; they  say,  that 
it  is  known  a sympathy  exists  between  the  two  eyes,  and  that 
if  a morbid  action  is  set  up  in  one,  it  will  be  excited  sympathe- 
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tically  in  the  other,  and  thus  disease  be  communicated  to  the 
one  which  is  sound,  and  an  operation  be  required  to  be  per- 
formed on  it.  I do  not  think  myself  that  this  is  a sufficient 
reason,  because,  under  so  little  excitement,  the  chance  of  the 
other  being  affected  is  slight.  'J'he  disadvantages  of  this  plan 
are  various  ; 1 know  that  a sympathy  exists  between  the  eyes, 
and  that  if  infiammation  is  set  up  in'one,  it  will  be  excited  by 
sympathy  on  the  other,  which  may  destroy  the  organ  that  is 
sound.  But  suppose  you  succeed,  what  do  you  effect.’  the  fu- 
CU.S  will  be  different,  and  the  patient  will  not  be  able  to  use 
both  eyes  at  the  same  time.  Next,  where  there  i.-,  only  one  eye 
sound,  and  it  performs  its  office  well,  and  vision  is  good,  it 
will  be  better  to  wait  till  it  becomes  dim  ; then  the  operation 
for  restoring  the  |)atient  to  sight  may  be  performed,  and  two 
chances  be  in  the  patient’s  favour.  Therefore  it  seems  that  in 
performing  the  operation  for  cataract,  where  one  eye  only  is 
affected,  you  expose  the  patient  to  the  risk  of  losing  the  sight 
of  both.  The  plan  that  appears  to  me  to  be  the  best  is,  not  to 
operate  except  both  are  affected  ; then  you  may  safely  perform 
the  operation. 

Before  speaking  of  the  operation  for  cataract,  it  will  be  ex- 
pected perhaps  to  premise  by  saying  something  of  the  treat- 
ment ; but  besides  an  operation  in  this  complaint  very  little 
else  in  the  way  of  treatment  will  be  of  use.  Various  plans  of 
treatment  have  been  adopted,  but  without  success,  therefore  I 
shall  proceed  at  once  to  speak  of  the  operations.  T'he  opera- 
tions for  cataract  are  tliree  in  number— first,  depression,  or 
couching,  by  which  the  cataract  is  removed  from  the  axis  of 
visirm  ; second,  extraction,  wliich  consists  in  making  an  inci- 
sion through  the  cornea ; third,  the  operation  for  the  solutiovi 
tion  of  the  (cataract. 

Operation  for  Depression  or  Couching. 

Thi.s  mode  of  operating  consists  in  removing  the  opaque  lens 
out  of  the  axis  of  vision,  by  depressing  it  into  the  vitreous  liu- 
mour  : this  is  done  by  a needle,  of  which  there  are  three  dif- 
ferent kind.s  now  employed,  Hey’s,  Scarpa’s,  and^  Beer’s 
needles.  Hey’s  needle  is  about  seven-eighths  of  an  inch  in 
length  ; it  is  rounded  except  at  the  point,  where  it  is  fiat  for 
the  eighth  of  an  inch  ; it  terminates  by  a semicircular  cnitting 
edge,  which  ought  to  be  exceedingly  .sharp. 

.Scarpa’s  nccille  is  more  slender  than  the  othci,  and  curved 
'It  the  point.  When  you  look  at  it  sideways,  it  presents  a fiat 
convex  appearance  on  the  dorsum  ; it  is  ot  a triangular  shape 
towards  the  point,  and  has  also  a concavity  ; it  is  sufficiently 
'"rung  to  deprc.ss  the  lens.  'I'he  next  is  Beer’s  s'pear-pointi d 
needle  ; it  is  narrow  at  the  neck.  1 give  the  preference  my- 
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self  to  this  instrument ; a surgeon  is  not  so  likely  to  wound 
the  ciliary  ligaments  or  processes  with  it.  I'he  needle  is  the 
only  instrument  required  ; some  use  a speculum,  but  except- 
ing in  children,  this  will  not  be  of  much  use.  Previous  to  the 
operation,  very  little  preparation  wdll  be  necessary  ; of  course, 
you  ascertain  whether  the  patient  is  in  good  health,  see  that  the 
bowels  are  regular,  and  that  all  the  functions  are  propei  ly  per- 
formed. We  next  come  to  the  mode  of  performing  the  opera- 
tion. The  light, 'and  the  position  of  the  patient  and  operator, 
are  extremely  important  and  all  to  be  attended  to.  'I'lie  light 
should  be  clear,  distinct  and  full,  but  not  vivid,  and  it  should 
not  fall  on  the  centre  of  the  eye  of  the  patient,  but  laterally, 
else  it  would  produce  a dazzling,  and  unsteadiness  of  the  organ. 
'The  patient  should  be  placed  on  a low  seat  with  a high  back, 
and  the  head  resting  against  it,  or  the  body  of  an  assistant. 
'J'he  operator  should  be  on  a high  stool,  or  at  least  of  sufficient 
height  to  enable  him  to  put  one  foot  on  it,  and  rest  his  elbow 
on  the  knee  opposite  to  the  eye  to  be  couched.  Having  thus 
prepared  himself,  the  operator  holds  the  instrument  between 
the  thumb  and  fore-finger,  the  assistant  passing  his  fore-finger 
round  the  head  of  the  patient,  raises  the  upper  lid  by  a fold  of 
skin,  and  presses  it  gently  against  the  superciliary  ridge.  The 
patient  is  now  directed  to  look  inwards  towards  the  nose,  and 
the  operator  resting  his  little  finger  on  the  upper  part  of 
the  chin  of  the  patient,  penetrates  the  sclerotic  coat  about  a 
line  and  a half  from  the  junction  of  the  transparent  with  the 
opaque  cornea,  and  a line  below  the  transverse  diameter  of 
the  eye.  In  the  first  place,  the  needle  is  introduced  here, 
just  where  the  retina  terminates,  and  the  ciliary  ligament  com- 
mences, so  that  these  shall  be  avoided  ; and,  2ndly,  For  the 
purpose  of  not  woundiug  the  ciliary  artery,  as  it  goes  along  the 
middle  of  the  external  convexity  of  the  eye-ball,  between  the 
sclerotic  and  choroid  coat.  In  using  Beer’s  needle,  it  is  in 
troduced  with  the  edge  laterally,  and  its  surface  upwards  and 
downwards,  and  directed  towards  the  middle  of  the  globe  of 
the  eye.  It  must  be  moved  slightly  between  the  fingers  ; a 
piece  of  ivory  or  brass  at  the  handle,  showing  the  disposition 
of  the  cutting  edge.'s,  and  theti  the  point  carried  inwards  pa- 
rallel to  the  iris,  and  so  as  to  cover  the  posterior  chamber ; 
the  instrument  will  be  now  visible  through  the  pupil.  When 
this  is  the  case,  the  oi)erator  must  raise  the  needle  upwards, 
and  then  depress  it  downwards  and  backwards,  and  a little 
outwards,  by  which  fmcans  the  crystalline  lens  becomes 
pushed  into  the  vitreous  humour.  If  the  lens  should  i-ise 
from  its  situation,  it  must  be  again  depressed,  and  when  it  is 
safely  lodged  in  the  vitreous  humour,  the  needle  must  be 
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withdrawn.  Some  continental  surgeons  perform  the  operation 
of  reclinalion,  which  consists  in  turning  the  Jens  over,  and 
pushing  the  upper  edge  backwards,  and  the  lower  forwards, 
and  likewise  in  puncturing  the  cornea  instead  of  the  sclero- 
tic ; the  best  plan  is  that  recommended  by  Scarpa. 

The  after-treatment  is  very  simple,  and  consists  in  a single 
fold  of  linen  moistened  in  cold  water  being  applied  to  the  eye. 
The  patient  is  also  to  be  put  in  a dark  apartment,  and  nar- 
rowly watched,  in  order  to  see  if  inflammation  supervenes ; 
very  frequently  none  arises. 


LECTURE  XXXVI. 


On  Extraction  of  the  Cataract. 

This  operation  was  first  performed  towards  the  end  of  tlie 
seventeenth  century  ; it  was  not,  however,  generally  known 
till  somewhat  later,  when  it  was  brought  into  repute  by  De- 
ville,  who  published  the  method  of  performing  it.  Consider- 
able improvements  were  subsequently  made  in  the  mode  of 
performing  it  by  Wenzel,  who  practised  it  with  great  dexte- 
vity,  and  astonishing  success.  There  seems  to  be  no  neces- 
sity for  preparing  a patient  for  this  operation,  beyond  taking 
care  that  his  bowels  be  duly  evacuated,  and  that  he  has  not 
used  any  unusually  stimulating  diet  previous  to  the  operation. 
It  would  be  highly  improper  to  perform  it,  if  the  patient  was 
at  the  time  labouring  under  any  other  complaint  or  morbid 
affection  ; means  should  be  taken  to  remove  any  complaint  of 
this  kind  before  the  operation  is  attempted.  Beyond  these 
precautions,  however,  no  preparatory  treatment  will  be  ne- 
cessary, though  I am  aware  that  much  stress  was  formerly 
laid  upon  this  point.  Several  instruments^  will  be  required 
for  the  performance  of  this  operation,  which  is  a more  conipli- 
cated  one  than  that  to  which  I before  directed  your  attention. 

In  the  first  place,  a cornea  knife  will  be  necessary ; the  knife 
used  by  Wenzel,  was  something  like  a bleeding  lancet ; the 
blade,  however,  was  neither  so  long  nor  so  broad,  and  the 
edges  were  straight.  Ware’s  knife  was  an  improvement  on 
Wenzel’s  ; it  is  much  less  spear- |iointed  ; the  edges  are  straight 
as  in  Wenzel’s,  but  while  the  lower  edge  is  cutting,  the  supe- 
rior edge  is  only  cutting  towards  the  point,  from  the  point 
towards  the  handle  there  was  a giiulual  incrca.se  iii  the  size  of 
the  knife,  a circumstance  upon  which  Ware  particularly  in- 
sisted, in  order  that  the  knife,  on  being  carried  onwards,  itiiKi’*' 
always  follow  up  the  opening,  so  as  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the 
aqueous  humour.  Wenzel’s  knife,  however,  and  Ware’s  im- 
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l)roveiiient  upon  it  are  greatly  inferior  to  the  knife  contrived 
by  Beer,  the  celebrated  oculist  of  Vienna.  This  knife,  as  you 
will  observe,  is  very  different  in  shape  (tlie  learned  gentleman 
exhibited  the  different  instruments  to  the  class)  ; the  upper 
edge  is  quite  straight,  while  the  lower  edge  is  made  .straight 
and  oblique  ; the  whole  of  the  lower  edge  is  cutting  ; the  upper 
edge  is  cutting  towards  the  point,  and  the  size  is  accurately 
increased  from  the  point  towards  the  handle,  so  as  to  till  up 
the  opening,  and  prevent  the  escape  of  the  aqueous  humour. 
Beer’s  knife  is  preferable  to  either  of  the  others,  because  there 
is  a much  greater  e.xtent  of  cutting  surface,  so  that  the  section 
of  the  cornea  is  completed  in  a shorter  time  and  in  a safer 
manner  ; it  is  bcside.s  capable  of  being  made  with  much 
greater  accuracy.  A speculum  was  sometimes  used  in  this 
operation,  but  it  is  not  at  all  necessary  ; in  fact,  all  specula 
are  objectionable,  as  they  are.  likely  to  produce  undue  jiressure 
on  the  globe  of  the  eye.  The  ne.Kt  itistrument  is  a pair  of 
curved  scissors,  in  order  to  enlarge  the  opening  made  into  the 
cornea,  if  it  should  not  be  of  sufficient  size  to  extract  the  ca- 
taract. A minute  curved  needle  will  be  required,  in  order  to 
scratch  the  ca|)Sule  of  the  crystalline  lens  ; a curette,  or  scoop, 
to  remove  any  opaque  fragments  of  the  lens,  and  a pair  of  mi- 
nute forcips,  of  which  the  best  construction  is  that  recom- 
mended by  Beer,  to  extraet  any  portions  of  ojtaque  membrane 
from  the  capsule  of  the  lens.  ’I'hese  are  the  principal  instru- 
ments required  in  this  operation.  Let  us  next  consider  the 
mode  of  performing  it.  The  position  of  the  patient  should  be 
nearly  the  same  as  that  in  llic  operation  for  couching;  he 
.should  be  placed  opposite  a window,  so  as  to  admit  a full, 
clear,  but  not  too  vivid  light.  It  should  not  be  a retiecting 
light.  Perhaps,  as  a general  rule,  it  would  be  advisable  to 
choose  a northern  aspect.  'I'he  inner  side  of  the  eye  towards 
the  nose,  where  the  point  of  the  knife  is  to  be  carried  through, 
.should  be  well  brightened.  The  patient  should  be  seated  in  a 
low  chair  with  a high  back,  his  head  resting  against  it,  or 
firmly  supported  against  the  chest  of  an  assistant.  The  tqje- 
rator  should  place  himself  behind  the  jiatient  in  a chair  of 
sufficient  height  to  enable  him  to  plant  his  foot  conveniently  on 
a stool,  and  resting  his  elbow  on  the  knee  opposite  to  the  eye 
to  be  operated  ujion,  bring  his  hand  towards  it.  The  assistant 
should  then  place  his  hand  behind  the  patient’s  heail,  and 
with  the  extremity  of  his  fore-finger  gently  raise  up  the  lid 
without  making  pressure  on  the  globe.  The  operator  then 
fakes  the  knife  in  his  right  hand,  if  it  be  the  left  eye  which  is 
to  be  operated  upon,  and  in  his  left,  if  it  be  the  right  eye,  in 
the  same  way  as  he  would  take  a pencil  between  his  fore- 
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fingers  and  thumb,  resting  his  little  finger  upon  the  malar 
bone. 

The  first  thing  which  the  operator  then  does  is,  to  make 
what  is  called  the  pimctuation  of  the  cornea.  He  introduces 
the  point  of  the'instrument  at  the  distance  of  half  a line  from 
the  anterior  junction  of  the  cornea  with  the  sclerotic  coat, 
and  passes  it  in  a direction  nearly  parallel  to  the  iris,  and  be- 
fore it  with  a little  obliquity,  through  the  anterior  chamber  to 
the  opposite  or  nasal  side.  In  making  the  section  of  the  cor- 
nea, the  knife  should  be  carried  onwards,  without  any  down- 
ward motion ; and  as  soon  as  the  section  is  completed,  the 
lid  should  be  allowed  to  drop  over  the  fore  part  of  the  eye,  to 
prevent  the  escape  of  a portion  of  vitreous  humour,  if  there 
should  be  any  spasm  of  the  part,  or  any  unsteady  motion  of 
the  patient.  The  operator  waits  till  the  eye  is  quiet,  and  then 
introduces  the  cu’^ved  needle  with  a convexity  under  the  flap 
of  the  cornea  ; and  turning  the  point  towards  the  fore  part  of 
the  capsule,  moves  it  upwards  and  downwards,  and  late- 
rally from  side  to  side,  making  a sort  of  crucial  incision. 
He  then  squeezes  out  the  cataract  by  making  gentle  pressure 
on  the  globe  above  and  below,  until  the  lens  is  lifted  from 
its  bed,  aud  passes  through  the  opening  of  the  cornea  upon  the 
cheek  of  the  patient.  All  that  then  remains  to  be  done  is  to 
examine  whether  there  are  any  opaque  fragments  of  the  lens 
left ; if  there  are,  they  must  be  scooped  out  by  the  curette  ; if 
not,  the  upper  lid  is  to  be  rubbed  over  the  surface  of  the  cor- 
nea. If  there  is  any  portion  of  opaque  membrane  remaining, 
it  must  be  removed  by  the  forceps,  and  in  this  way  the  Oj)era- 
tioii  will  be  completed.  [Tlie  learned  gentleman  proceeded 
to  perform  the  operation  exactly  in  the  manner  above  described, 
on  the  sheep’s  eye  ; which,  he  observed,  was  better  adapted 
for  this  purpose  than  the  human  eye,  on  account  of  its  being 
larger  aud  less  flaccid.] 

Many  untoward  circumstances,  however,  frequently  interfere 
with  the  success  of  this  operation.  In  the  first  place  the  sec- 
tion of  tlie  cornea  may  be  too  small ; in  which  case  you  will 
either  be  unable  to  dislodge  the  cataract,  or  so  much  force  will 
be  required  for  that  purpose  as  is  likely  to  jiroduce  serious  in- 
flammation, and  such  a degree  of  disorganization  as  will  de- 
stroy vision.  ’I'he  section  through  the  cornea  should  be  about 
nine-sixteenths  of  a line,  or  onc-si.xteenth  more  than  half  a 
line  from  its  junction  with  the  sclerotica  ; the  point  of  the  in- 
strument is  introduced  a little  below  tlie  transveisc  diameter  of 
the  eye,  on  one  side,  and  should  come  out  a little  aboie  it  on 
the  other.  If  you  find,  when  you  have  completed  the  section 
of  the  cornea,  that  the  opening  is  not  sufliciently  large,  do  not 
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hesitate  to  use  the  scissors,  in  order  to  make  it  large  enough 
to  admit  the  passage  of  the  cataract.  The  second  untoward 
circumstance  to  which  I shall  advert  is,  the  premature  escape 
of  the  aqueous  humour,  eitlier  from  the  unsteadiness  of  the 
operator,  or  from  some  defect  in  the  knife.  On  the  escape  of 
the  aqueous  humour,  the  iris  loses  its  support,  and  becomes 
prolapsed.  When  this  happens,  the  way  of  preventing  any  mis- 
chief will  be,  not  to  continue  the  incision,  but  to  rub  the  cor- 
nea with  the  point  of  your  finger,  by  which  the  prolapsed  iris 
will  be  stimulated  to  contract ; and  on  this  being  removed  out 
of  the  way,  you  may  complete  the  incision.  This  is  the  expe- 
dient recommended  by  Wenzel  and  Ware,  and  it  answers  the 
purpose  extremely  well.  The  third  unfortunate  circumstance 
which  sometimes  occurs  is  the  loss  of  a portion  of  tlie  vitreous 
humour,  arising  from  some  undue  pressure  on  the  globe  of  the 
eye  by  the  operator  or  assistant,  or  from  some  spasm  of  the 
muscles  of  the  eye,  though  the  last  cause  seldom  happens. 
Another  way  in  which  this  accident  sometimes  occurs,  is  when 
the  needle  is  injudiciously  used  too  near  the  circumference 
of  the  lens,  and  the  capsule  of  the  vitreous  humour  is  torn 
through  ; so  that  when  you  make  pressure  on  the  globe,  in- 
stead of  the  cataract  coining  forward,  a large  portion  of  vitre- 
ous humour  is  protruded.  In  this  case  you  should  not  attempt 
to  force  out  the  cataract ; but  you  should  endeavour  to  en- 
tangle it  as  much  as  possible,  so  as  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the 
vitreous  humour.  The  loss  of  the  vitreous  humour  is  some- 
times occasioned  by  the  use  of  the  curette,  in  consequence  of 
the  instrument  passing  through  the  back  layer  of  the  capsule. 
The  curette  should  never  be  used  when  the  pupil  is  at  all  ob- 
scured ; the  field  of  the  pupil  should  be  perfectly  distinct 
when  you  resort  to  that  instrument.  The  loss  of  a small  por- 
tion of  vitreous  humour  does  not  essentially  interfere  with 
the  success  of  the  operation  ; indeed,  it  has  been  said,  and 
perhaps  justly,  that  the  loss  of  a small  portion  is  ratlier  bene- 
ficial than  otherwise.  It  would  be  an  extremely  dangerous 
experiment,  however,  to  endeavour  to  force  out  only  a certain 
quantity.  The  loss  of  a portion  of  this  humour  should  not 
prevent  you  from  completing  the  operation  in  the  best  possible 
way,  by  removing  all  the  loose  fragments  of  the  opaque  lens, 
and  the  different  portions  of  opaque  membrane  or  capsule. 
Another  unfortunate  circumstance  which  sometimes  happens, 
is  the  introduction  of  the  cornea  knife  between  the  lamellae 
of  the  cornea ; the  consequence  of  which  will  be,  that  the 
section  of  the  cornea  will  be  very  small  and  imperfect. 
There  are  various  other  circumstances  which  may  interfere 
with  the  success  of  this  operation,  which  I shall  not  detain 
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you  by  mentioning.  Dexterity  in  performing  it  can  only  be 
acquired  by  practice.  1 do  not  agree  with  Wenzel,  that  you 
must  poke  out  a hatful  of  eyes  before  you  can  hope  to  per- 
form this  operation  with  success  ; but,  undoubtedly,  consider- 
able practice  is  necessary  to  enable  you  to  acquire  dexterity 
in  performing  it.  Whenever  any  unfortunate  circumstance 
happens,  you  should  be  perfectly  calm,  cool,  and  deliberate  ; 
close  the  eye-lid  ; consider  what  is  best  to  be  done  ; and 
having  made  up  your  mind  on  that  point,  proceed  with  firm- 
ness aud  decision  in  the  operation.  With  respect  to  the  aftei- 
treatment,  your  object  will  be,  as  far  as  possible,  to  prevent 
inflammation.  A compress  of  fine  linen  or  cambric,  kept  wet 
with  cold  water,  should  be  applied  to  the  eyes,  or  rather 
to  the  eye  opposite  that  which  has  been  operated  upon  ; it 
should  be  fixed  by  means  of  a bandage,  carried  round  from 
the  occiput,  crossed  in  front,  aud  pinned  on  the  sides  of  the 
nightcap.  The  patient  should  be  carried  to  bed  after  the  ope- 
ration ; placed  in  the  recumbent  posture,  with  his  head  a little 
elevated,  and  the  room  should  be  darkened.  He  should  be 
allowed  nothing  but  barley-water,  tea,  or  water-gruel,  for  the 
first  few  days  ; and  if  there  should  be  any  symptoms  of  in- 
flammation, such  as  pain,  a sensation  as  if  there  were  some 
external  body  in  the  eye,  accompanied  with  quickness  of 
pulse,  a quantity  of  blood  should  be  immediately  taken  away 
from  the  arm.  It  will  be  better  not  to  disturb  the  bandage,  or 
raise  the  lid  to  examine  the  eye,  for  at  least  three  days,  unless 
the  patient  should  feel  any  considerable  pain  or  irritation  ; for 
in  that  case  it  would  be  advisable  to  ascertain  the  cause  by  ex- 
amining the  eye.  The  patient  should  be  kept  in  bed  in  the 
recumbent  posture  for  five  days,  aud  not  even  be  suffered  to 
rise  for  the  evacuation  of  his  ftcces  ; a bed-pan  should  be  used 
for  that  purpo.se.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  may  get  up  to 
have  his  bed  made.  The  best  way  of  preventing  irritation  is 
carefully  to  avoid  making  any  undue  pressure  on  the  globe  of 
the  eye.  Great  care  must  be  taken  in  adjusting  the  bandage, 
not  to  depress  the  lower  lid,  by  which  means  the  section  of 
the  cornea  may  be  brought  over,  and  the  adaptation  of  the 
cut  edges  prevented.  Loose  eye-lashes  are  sometimes  a source 
of  irritation,  and  it  will  be  right  to  examine  whether  there 
are  any  such  before  the  operation ; if  there  should  be  any 
tendency  to  inversion  of  the  lid,  you  may  prevent  the  lid  from 
rubbing  against  the  surface  of  the  globe  by  means  of  a bit  of 
..dhesive  plaster  fastened  to  the  cheek.  I have  already  stated 
that  [ do  not  advise  von  to  operate  if  one  eye  is  sound ; nor 
do  1 think  it  right,  if  there  should  he  a cataract  in  each  eye, 
to  operate  on  both  at  once,  unless  tlic  patient  should  particu- 
larly desire  it.  ^ 
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Of  the  Opf.ration  for  Procurino  Solution  of  the 

Cataract. 

The  third  operation  is  tliat  for  procuring  solution  of  tlie  ca- 
taract, which,  as  it  is  particularly  adajited  to  tlie  cataracts  of 
children,  leads  me  to  make  some  observations  in  this  place  on 
congenital  cataract.  Children  are  not  uiifrequently  either  born 
with  cataract,  or  with  a disposition  to  cataract,  wliich  speedily 
makes  its  appearance.  Indeed  it  is  not  uncommon  to  find  an 
absolute  opacity  of  the  lens,  or  of  the  capsule  containing  it,  at 
the  birth  of  the  child  ; the  cataract  usually  makes  its  appear- 
ance within  a few  months,  or  at  least  within  the  first  few 
years,  from  the  birth  of  the  child.  In  some  instances  there 
seems  an  hereditary  jnedisposition  to  this  disease,  several  chil- 
dren in  the  same  family  being  aftected  with  it.  The  nature  of 
the  cataract  may  be  firm,  soft,  or  fluid  ; and  it  may  be  lenti- 
cular or  capsular,  as  in  the  adult.  By  far  the  most  common 
form,  however,  according  to  Dr.  Saunders,  who  has  given  par- 
ticular attention  to  cataract  in  children,  is  the  capsular.  In 
general,  he  found  the  lens  itself  more  or  less  absorbed,  the 
anterior  and  posterior  layers  of  the  capsule  being  opaque  and 
adhering.  The  appearance  of  the  cataract  is  somewhat  differ- 
ent from  that  in  the  adult;  there  is  an  opaque  nucleus  either 
at  the  centre  or  some  part  of  the  circumference,  and  the  rest 
has  an  unequal  ojiacity,  or  streaked  reticulated  appearance. 
Another  circumstance  jicculiar  to  congenital  cataract  is  the  uii- 
.<teadiness  and  constant  motion  of  the  eye,  which  it  is  not  dif- 
ficult to  explain.  'I’hc  eye  has  never  been  accustomed  to  have 
its  vision  fixed  by  objects,  unless,  perhaps,  very  imperfectly, 
and  consequently  the  will  has  never  been  in  the  habit  of 
influencing  the  muscles  which  give  direction  to  the  globe  of 
the  eye.  Hence  its  unsteady  and  constant  motion.  It  was 
formerly  deemed  advisable  to  defer  the  operation  for  cataract 
in  children,  but  Dr.  Saunders  has  introduced  a mode  of  ope- 
rating in  these  cases  which  may  be  resorted  to  at  any  age. 
This  is  certainly  one  of  the  greatest  improvements  which  has 
been  made  in  this  branch  of  surgery,  not  only  because  vision 
is  extremely  important  for  the  jiurposes  of  education,  but  be- 
cause, if  the  operation  be  delayed,  a very  considerable  time 
will  elapse  before  the  patient  can  acquire  a command  over  the 
eye,  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  voluntary  influence  over  the 
muscles.  Another,  and  more  forcible  reason,  why  this  ojiera- 
tion  should  not  be  delayed,  is,  that  it  is  an  universal  law  in 
the  economy  of  nature,  that  all  parts  which  are  not  exercised 
lose  more  or  less  of  power ; and,  consequently,  the  retina, 
from  not  being  accustomed  to  receive  the  impressions  of  light, 
loses  a considerable  portion  of  its  power.  Dr.  Saunders  found 
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that  in  many  cases  where  this  operation  had  been  delayed,  the 
patients  retained  no  more  power  of  vision  than  was  sufficient 
to  enable  them  to  distinguish  between  light  and  darkness.  The 
operation  may  in  general  be  performed  with  a hope  of  success 
between  the  age  of  eighteen  months  and  four  years.  Dr.  Saun- 
ders’s mode  of  operating  is  not  confined  to  the  cataracts  of 
children  ; it  may  be  employed  also  in  the  cataracts  of  adults, 
provided  they  are  fluid,  soft,  or  membianous  cataracts. 

I do  not  mean  to  say  that  this  operation  is  entirely  new  ; if 
you  read  Mr.  Pott’s  works,  you  will  find  that,  in  some  in- 
stances, he  performed  a very  similar  operation.  He  tells  you 
that,  in  cases  where  the  cataract  was  too  soft  for  depression, 
he  sometimes  lacerated  the  anterior  layers  of  the  capsule,  so  as 
to  admit  the  aqueous  humour,  and  procure  the  solution  of  the 
cataract.  Hey,  Scarpa,  and  Ware,  have  performed  similar  ope- 
rations. We  are  not,  however,  to  consider  those  as  the  in- 
ventors of  any  practice  who  have  merely  employed  it  here  and 
there,  without  stating  any  certain  rules  for  its  general  appli- 
cability. It  is  to  Dr.  Saunders  that  we  are  indebted  for  having 
shewn  the  principle  on  which  he  performed  this  particular 
operation,  its  applicability  to  cataract  in  children,  and  to  some 
cases  of  cataract  in  adults.  Dr.  Saunders,  therefore,  may  be 
justly  considered  as  the  inventor  of  the  operation,  and  is  en- 
titled to  our  respect  and  admiration  for  the  introduction  of  so 
material  an  improvement  in  this  branch  of  surgery.  The  ope- 
ration is  very  simple ; it  merely  consists  in  making  an  ojiening 
in  the  anterior  layer  of  the  capsule  of  the  lens,  breaking  up 
more  or  less  the  texture  of  the  cataract,  and  admitting  the 
aqueous  humour  in  which  the  cataract  is  dissolved,  and  by 
this  means  absorbed.  It  may  be  more  properly  called  an 
operation  for  the  absorption,  than  for  the  solution  of  the  cata- 
ract, since  absorption  is  the  ultimate  object  of  it.  The  instru- 
ment required  is  a needle,  very  similar  to  that  employed  in 
the  operation  for  couching ; the  point,  however,  is  somewhat 
different;  its  shoulders  are  made  cutting.  It  will  be  right, 
before  the  operation,  to  use  belladonna  for  the  purpose  of 
dilating  the  pupil,  so  that  the  cataract  may  be  distinctly  seen. 
A small  quantity  of  the  extract  of  belladonna,  softened  to  the 
consistence  of  cream,  may  be  introdticed  into  the  eye,  or  smear- 
ed round  the  lids.  In  operating  on  the  adult,  the  [)atient  should 
be  placed  in  the  same  position  as  in  the  operation  tor  couching ; 
children  arc  better  placed  in  the  recumbent  posture,  with  the 
head  fixed  on  a pillow.  Sometimes  a speculum  is  required  to 
steady  the  eye  ; Pellier’s  speculum  is  the  best  for  this  purpose. 
The  needle  may  be  introduced  cither  in  the  same  way  as  in 
the  operation  for  couching,  or  else  through  the  cornea.  In  the 
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latter  case  tlierc  are  two  modes  of  operating,  called  the  ante- 
rior and  the  posterior.  In  the  former  the  needle  is  introduced 
at  the  distance  of  half  a line  from  the  junction  of  the  cornea 
with  the  sclerotica,  carried  parallel  to  the  iris,  and  turned 
inwards,  so  as  to  break  up  a portion  of  the  capsule  of  the  lens. 
In  the  posterior  operation  the  needle  is  carried  through  the 
posterior  chamber,  a little  behind  the  iris,  and  the  texture  of 
the  capsule  is  broken  up  in  the  same  way,  so  as  to  admit  the 
aqueous  humour.'  If  the  cataract  be  fluid,  it  immediately 
mixes  with  the  aqueous  humour,  and  you  will  have  no  more 
trouble.  As  to  the  after-treatment,  your  object  must  he,  as  in 
the  former  cases,  to  prevent  inflammation.  It  is  better  in  this 
operation  not  to  attempt  to  do  too  much  at  once  ; but  rather 
to  repeat  it  frequently,  than  to  break  up  the  texture  too  exten- 
sively at  first. 

Having  described  these  different  operations,  it  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  consider  which  of  them  it  may  be  most  expedient  to 
adopt.  It  seems  to  me  that  in  those  cases  which  admit  of  the 
operation  for  solution,  namely,  fluid,  soft,  and  most  cases  of 
membranous  cataract,  that  operation  is  greatly  preferable  to 
any  other.  Soft,  fluid,  and  membranous  cataract  cannot  be 
depressed.  It  is  true  that  the  operation  for  extraction  might 
be  performed,  but  it  is  to  be  considered  that  the  operation  for 
.solution  is  much  more  easy,  and  that  it  does  very  little  injury 
to  the  eye.  In  firm  cataract,  where  it  is  a matter  of  iudilFerence 
whether  the  operation  for  depression  or  extraction  should  be 
performed  that  for  extraction,  supposing  it  to  be  equally  well 
performed,  is  undoubtedly  preferable,  because  the  disease  is 
entirely  removed  by  it.  It  is  not  always,  however,  a matter 
of  indifference,  for  there  are  many  cases  in  which  it  would  be 
extremely  imprudent  to  attempt  the  operation  for  extraction, 
as,  for  instance,  in  cases  of  adhesion  of  the  iris  to  the  cornea, 
or  where  the  cornea  is  very  flat,  and  the  anterior  chamber, 
necessarily  small,  or  in  cases  of  contraction  of  the  pupil, 
myosis  or  arcus  senilis.  There  are  some  cases  in  which  the 
unsteadiness  of  the  eye  is  so  great,  either  from  spasmodic  mo- 
tions to  which  the  patient  is  subject,  or,  lastly,  where  there  is 
such  indocility  in  the  patient,  either  from  invincible  fear  or 
stupidity,  that  it  will  not  be  advisable  to  attempt  the  opera- 
tion. I am  led  to  these  remarks,  in  consequence  of  my  having 
operated  in  this  hospital  on  a woman  who  had  cataract  in  both 
eyes.  When  the  operation  was  proposed  to  her  she  immediately 
consented,  and  supposing  that  she  would  have  sufficient  reso- 
lution to  go  through  it,  I sat  dow^  with  perfect  confidence  to 
perform  the  operation  for  extraction.  She  no  sooner,  how- 
ever, felt  the  pain — pain  it  can  scarcely  be  called — the 
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uneasiness,  rathei',  arising  from  the  application  of  the  instru- 
luent — than  she  could  not  keep  her  head  at  all  steady,  but 
threw  herself  into  all  sorts  of  postures.  1 succeeded,  with 
great  difficulty,  in  making  a very  indifferent  section  of  the 
coruea,  and  iu  extracting  the  cataraet  from  the  eye.  1 know 
not  what  induced  me  to  be  so  indiscreet,  after  the  specimen  I 
had  had  of  this  patient’s  firmness,  to  attempt  the  operation  on 
the  other  eye.  I did  so,  however,  and  if  the  patient  was  un- 
steady during  the  first  operation,  she  was  ten  times  more  so 
during  the  second.  The  consequence  was,  that  though  1 com- 
pleted the  section  of  the  cornea  in  the  second,  I found  I could 
not  proceed  without  the  risk  of  doing  considerable  injury  to 
the  part,  and  I thought  it  best  to  leave  the  cataract  in  its  place. 
Where  there  are  no  contra-indications  to  deter  us  from  per- 
forming the  operation  for  extraction,  it  is  undoubtedly  the 
most  effectual  operation,  as  it  completely  removes  the  disease  ; 
but  then  it  requires  much  more  skill  and  dexterity  than  the 
operation  of  depression  ; and  the  want  of  sufficient  skill  is 
more  likely  to  prove  injurious  to  the  patient.  The  operation 
for  depression  is  extremely  easy,  but  it  has  its  disadvantages. 
Not  unfrequently,  the  cataract  rises  again,  and  it  will  be  ne- 
cessary to  repeat  the  operation.  If  the  cataract  be  depressed  on 
the  retina,  the  patient  will  experience  constant  pain,  which 
sometimes  terminates  in  amaurosis.  It  sometimes  happens  aftei 
the  operation  for  couching,  that  the  patient  is  seized  with 
vomiting,  accompanied  with  acute  pain.  This  has  been  sup- 
posed to  be  the  consequence  of  wounding  the  ciliary  nenes. 
I know  not  whether  this  opinion  is  well  founded,  but  it  com- 
monly happens  when  the  operation  is  followed  by  vomiting, 
that  the  cataract  rises  again.  No  judicious  surgeon  wi  » 
indiscriminately,  prefer  one  mode  of  operation  to  another  : his 
opinion  must  be  decided  by  the  nature  of  each  paiticiilai  case. 
In  general,  where  the  nature  of  the  cataract  admits  ot  it,  the 
operation  for  solution  is  preferable.  In  cases 
tion  for  extraction  is  not  contra-indicated  it  will  be 
to  that  of  depression,  if  the  surgeon  has  had  sufficient  oppoi  - 
tunitics  of  acquiring  dexterity  ; but  if  he  has  'jf 

the  habit  of  performing  the  operation,  I shou  ^ , 

the  safer,  though  less  effectual  course,  the  oper 
pression. 

I shall  here  describe  the  n,,,... 

Operation  for  Artificial  Puiil. 

Where,  from  some  defect  of  the  !nS 

connected  with  them,  there  is  no  passage  oi  * ‘ 

the  operation  for  artificial  pupil  is  ‘•‘-’fiu.rcd  which  coris  sts 
in  making  a section  with  a cutting  needle,  through  the  ms. 


296  ON  FUNGUS  H^MATODES  OF  THE  EYE. 


which  by  tlie  elasticity  of  its  fibres,  separates  the  edges,  and 
makes  a passage  for  the  rays  of  light.  Cheseldcn  was  the  first 
surgeon  who  performed  this.  There  are  three  modes  of  per- 
forming the  operation  ; — 1st,  by  a simple  incision  of  the  iris, 
technically  called  corotomia ; 2dly,  where  a portion  of  the  iris 
is  cut  away,  which  operation  is  called  correctomia ; 3dly, 
where  the  iris  is  turned  away  from  its  attachment  to  the 
ciliary  ligament,  which  is  railed  coredialysis.  The  simple  in- 
cision of  the  iris  js  seldom  resorted  to  ; the  operation  of  ex- 
cision of  a part  of  the  iris  was  recommended  by  IHr.  Gibson, 
and  is  certainly  the  best  wben  the  case  admitted  of  it.  Mr. 
Gibson’s  mode  of  performing  it  is  to  make  an  incision  with  a 
•knife,  as  near  as  possible  to  the  iris,  and  then  making  gentle 
pressure  on  the  globe  of  the  eye,  so  as  to  protrude  the  iris,  to 
snip  off  a portion  of  it  with  a pair  of  scissors.  If  the  iris  was 
adherent,  so  that  it  could  not  be  protruded,  he  hooked  it  for- 
ward with  a little  hook,  and  then  snipped  away  a portion  with 
the  scissor.?.  'I'he  operation  of  separating  a part  of  the  iris 
from  its  attachment  to  the  ciliary  ligament  may  be  performed 
with  Scarpa’s  needle.  The  needle  should  be  introduced  on 
the  outer  side  through  the  cornea,  at  the  distance  of  two  lines 
from  its  junction  with  the  sclerotica,  and  carried  across  the 
anterior  chamber  parallel  to  the  plane  of  the  iris.  The  point 
is  then  to  be  directed  through  the  iris,  towards  the  inner  side, 
and  then  carrying  it  backwards  and  outwards,  the  iris  is  to  be 
detached  from  the  ciliary  ligament.  The  excision  of  a portion 
of  the  iris  is  the  preferable  operation,  but  where  the  case  does 
not  admit  of  it,  the  detachment  of  the  iris  from  the  ciliary 
ligament  is  the  next  best  operation.  It  is  impossible  to  lay 
down  general  rules  for  these  operations  in  a lecture,  for  the 
cases  are  so  infinitely  varied  that  much  must,  after  all,  be  left 
to  the  discretion  of  the  surgeon,  who  should  adapt  the  nature 
of  the  operation  to  the  circumstances  of  each  particular  case. 
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On  Fungus  Hsmatoues  of  the  Eve. 

The  first  disease  to  which  I shall  call  your  attention  is  the 
fungus  htematodes  of  the  eye,  malignant  fungus,  or,  as  it  is 
called  by  some,  medullary  sarcoma,  a disease  which  soon  proves 
fatal  unless  an  operation  be  early  performed,  and  even  then  the 
chanec  of  success  is  extremely  doubtful.  No  age  appears 
exempt  from  this  complaint,  hut  it  more  frequently  attacks 
the  young  ; and  a large  proportion  of  the  cases  occurs  before 
twelve  years  of  age. 
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SvMi'TOMs  OF  Fungus  Hs:matodes  of  the  Eye. 

_ The  first  circumstance  which  attracts  the  notice  of  the  pa- 
tient is  the  vision  becoming  impaired.  On  looking  into  the 
eye  at  the  commencement  of  this  complaint,  you  see  opposite 
to  the  pupil,  and  deeply  seated,  an  appearance  like  a mirror, 
resembling  an  opacity  of  the  lens,  from  which  it  is  difficult  to 
distinguish  it.  If  you  watch  the  progress  of  this  disease,  you 
will  see  that  this  appearance  enlarges  into  a prominence,  pro- 
ceeding from  the  bottom  of  the  eye  towards  the  cornea,  and  as 
it  reaches  the  lens,  you  must  be  more  on  your  guard  that 
you  do  not  mistake  it  for  cataract.  'There  is  one  appearance, 
however,  at  this  stage  by  which  you  can  distinguish  the  one 
from  the  other;  upon  the  opaque  substance,  or  the  retina,  of 
which  its  covering  consists,  branches  of  the  arteria  centralis 
retinae  may  be  seen  ramifying.  The  other  symptoms  are  loss 
of  vision,  and  the  iris  remaining  immoveable.  As  the  pro- 
minence enlarges,  the  iris  becomes  protruded,  and  the  cornea 
distended.  The  conjunctiva  becomes  inflamed,  the  eye-lids 
vascular,  and  in  a diseased  state  ; and  in  process  of  time  the 
cornea  sloughs,  an  opening  is  formed,  and  a discharge  of  a 
ropy  mucus  first  takes  place. 

The  fungus  does  not  always  protrude  through  the  cornea, 
but  sometimes  through  the  sclerotic,  and  then  it  has  a purple 
livid  hue,  and  is  covered  by  the  conjunctiva.  When  the  fungus 
increases  in  size,  it  assumes  a dark  red  colour,  its  surface  is 
unequal  and  irregular ; it  bleeds  at  the  slightest  touch  ; the 
parts  slough,  and  then  there  is  a fetid  sanious  discharge. 
During  the  progress  of  the  complaint,  the  health  becomes 
affected,  the  countenance  puts  on  a sallow  hue,  and  the  patient 
wastes  in  flesh.  This  disease  is  accompanied,  and  generally 
preceded,  by  disorder  of  the  digestive  organs  ; the  appetite  is 
impaired;  and  there  are  present  all  the  other  marks  of  de- 
rangement of  the  general  health.  When  the  strength  and 
health  are  broken  up,  the  disease  very  soon  comes  to  a ter- 
mination. The  close  of  the  disease  is  preceded  by  hectic 
fever  ; as  is  that  of  most  complaints  from  which  the  general 
health  has  suffered  much  during  their  progress.  _ In  fungus^  of 
the  eye,  the  rest  is  completely  destroyed,  there  is  an  affection 
of  the  nervous  system  ; and  in  children,  convulsions  come  on, 
which  terminate  their  e.xistencc.  In  all  stages  of  the  disease, 
there  is  a tendency  to  them,  and  they  generally  prove  destruc- 
tive of  life. 

If  you  examine  the  appearances  of  the  eye,  you  will  find 
little  difference  in  them  from  those  of  fungus  in  any  other  part. 
'There  is  a grumous  appearance  on  the  surface,  and  the  fungus 
bears  a striking  resemblance  to  the  medullary  matter  of  the 
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brain  ; not  unlike. cream  to  the  sight.  The  appearances,  how- 
ever, vary  in  different  forms  of  the  complaint.  No  one  te.x- 
ture  of  the  eye  is  free  from  it.  It  frequently  commences  from 
the  optic  nerve,  extends  to  the  retina,  sclerotic  and  choroid 
coats  ; but,  on  examining  a fungus  of  the  eye,  it  would  he 
difficult  to  say  where  it  began  ; the  disorganization  is  so  com- 
plete—the  retina  is  destroyed — the  humours  are  absorbed — 
the  choroid  protrudes,  and  very  little  of  the  natural  te.xture  is 
left.  [Here  the  learned  gentleman  exhibited  to  the  class  spe- 
cimens, which  showed  the  different  appearances  in  the  different 
forms  of  the  disease.]  In  the  case  from  which  one  specimen 
was  taken,  Mr.  H.  Cline  extirpated  the  eye;  the  patient  was 
a Portuguese.  The  greater  part  of  the  anterior  chamber  is 
filled  with  a dark  substance,  like  the  pigmentum  nigrum.  In 
this  man,  however,  the  disease  returned.  In  some  instances, 
you  will  find  the  disease  extending  along  the  optic  nerve, 
which  enlarges,  becomes  altered  in  texture— of  a brown  colour 
— and  reaches  the  brain,  which  will  also  be  affected  by  the 
disease.  The  only  remedy  in  this  disease  is  the  extirpation  of 
the  eye,  and  this  in  the  early  stage.  In  most  cases,  the  ope- 
ration proves  unsuccessful,  in  consequence  of  its  not  being 
performed  sufficiently  early,  or  before  there  is  a disposition  in 
the  constitution  to  reproduce  the  disease. 

There  is  another  disease  whicli  requires  extirpation  of  the 
eye  ; therefore,  I shall  speak  of  it  first,  and  then  describe  the 
operation. 

Cancer,  of  the  Eye. 

By  cancer  of  the  eye  I mean,  not  cancer  of  the  globe  of  the 
eye,  for  it  rarely  or  ever  commences  in  it ; but  it  begins  in  the 
appendages  and  conjunctiva,  and  then  extends  to  the  globe  of 
the  eye ; but  I repeat  that  this  disease  scarcely  ever  makes  its 
appearance  first  in  the  globe  ; its  common  seat  is  in  the  con- 
junctiva. Cancer  of  the  eye  at  the  outset  resembles  a warty 
tumour  with  an  ulcer  on  its  surface,  which  has  exactly  the 
same  appearances  as  ulcers  in  other  parts  of  the  body  ; there- 
fore it  will  not  be  necessary  for  me  to  describe  them  : it  then 
extends  not  only  to  the  globe  of  the  eye,  but  to  the  palpebral 
lining,  the  lachrymal  gland,  the  periosteum  of  the  bones  form- 
ing the  orbit,  and  the  antrum  ; in  fact,  the  globe  and  its  ap- 
pendages, become  one  entire  mass  of  disease. 

No  good  can  be  expected  in  the  treatment  of  this  complaint 
unless  the  cancer  be  early  removed  by  the  knife.  In  the  pro- 
gress of  the  disease  the  general  health  becomes  broken  up.  I 
shall  now  proceed  to  show  you  the  operation  for  the  removal 
of  the  eye. 
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Extirpation  of  the  Eye. 

Although  the  operation  appears  formidable,  and  is  so  to  the 
patient,  as  it  is  a most  painful  one,  yet  it  is  not  difficult  of 
execution.  The  best  mode  of  performing  it  is  as  follows  : — 
The  patient  is  to  be  placed  in  the  sitting  posture,  or,  at  any 
rate,  with  the  head  elevated,  and  in  order  to  steady  the  eye, 
or  shift  its  position,  if  necessary,  you  are  to  pass  a needle, 
armed  with  a ligature,  tlirough  the  fore  part  of  the  globe  of 
the  eye,  by  which  means  you  can  readily  steady  it,  or  move  it 
from  one  side  to  the  other.  If  the  lids  are  contracted,  or  the 
eye-ball  exceedingly  large,  it  will  be  necessary  to  divide  the 
outer  angle  in  order  to  facilitate  the  operation.  An  assistant 
raises  the  upper  lid,  and  the  operator  then  introduces  a double- 
edged  straight  knife  through  the  conjunctiva,  and  divides  the 
cellular  membrane  as  extensively  as  he  can.  He  next  cuts 
through  the  oblique  muscles ; and  having  done  this,  he  then 
divides  the  recti  muscles  and  the  optic  nerve  ; to  complete  this 
last  step  of  the  operation,  a curved  knife,  adapted  for  the  pur- 
pose, is  used,  and  the  globe  of  the  eye  is  thus  easily  extracted. 
It  seldom  happens  that  any  hemorrhage  takes  place  which 
may  not  be  stopped  by  dossils  of  lint.  The  lids  are  to  be 
brought  in  apposition,  a compress  of  linen  is  to  be  applied 
over  the  eye ; inflammation  should  be  guarded  against,  and 
the  patient  should  not  be  neglected  ; for  although  inflamma- 
tion does  not  frequently  supervene  after  the  operation,  yet  it 
sometimes  comes  on,  extends  to  the  membranes  of  the  brain, 
and  proves  fatal. 

Having  now  concluded  the  morbid  affections  of  the  globe 
of  the  eye,  I shall  proceed  to  speak  of  those  of  its  appendages, 
and  first  of  the  eye-lids. 

Hordeolum. 

One  of  the  most  common  affections  of  the  eye-lids  is  that 
known  by  the  name  of  stye,  or  hordeolum,  from  its  resem- 
blance to  a barley-corn.  It  consists  of  a small  abscess  in  the 
lid,  and  is  produced  by  an  obstruction  in  the  follicles  of 
Meiboinius  : the  secretion  from  the  part  is  altered,  becomes 
inspissated,  lodges  on  the  lid,  excites  irritation,  inflammation, 
and  the  process  of  suppuration  ; lastly,  the  small  abscess 
breaks,  and  matter  is  discharged.  In  most  instances  the  sup- 
puration is  confined  to  a small  space,  but  in  others  it  puts  on 
the  character  of  a boil,  and  sloughing  of  the  cellular  mem- 
brane then  takes  place.  Some  persons  are^  more  prone  to  this 
disease  than  others ; it  frequently  apiiears  in  those  who  have 
been  subject  to  disorder  of  the  digestive  organs,  or  in  those  of 
a scrofulous  habit  of  body,  and  young  iiersons.  f^DS  morbid 
affection  would  be  of  little  consequence  in  itself,  but  foi  the 
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State  of  the  system  on  which  it  generally  depends.  The  eye- 
lids adhere  to  each  other  in  the  mornings,  which  distresses 
the  patient  considerably.  There  may  be  e.xcoriatloii  of  the 
lids — redness  and  thickening  of  the  conjunctiva — excoriation 
of  the  skin  of  the  face ; lippitudinous  ulcers  break  out ; the 
cilia  becomes  altered  in  tlieir  growth,  and  turned  inwards  on 
the  globe  of  the  eye  ; and  from  these  different  states  a ten- 
dency to  chronic  ophthalmia  is  kept  up.  It  is  necessary  when 
styes  arc  attended,  with  inflammation  and  redness,  that  cold 
applications,  poultices,  and  fomentations  should  be  applied, 
as  in  other  inflammations ; and  when  matter  is  formed,  that 
the  abscess  should  be  opened  with  a lancet.  But  it  more  fre- 
quently happens  that  this  affection  depends  upon  something 
wrong  in  the  system,  or  derangement  of  the  digestive  organs, 
or  impaired  functions  in  some  part  of  the  body ; and  tlien 
these  states  must  be  attended  to,  for  they  produce  irritation, 
and  sometimes  ulceration  of  the  edges  of  the  eye-lids.  The 
best  local  applications  that  can  be  made  use  of,  are  those  of  a 
mild  stimulating  nature,  the  mercurial  ointments,  with  a little 
of  which  the  edges  of  the  lid  should  be  smeared  every  night 
at  bed-time,  the  parts  being  previously  washed  with  tepid 
water.  The  citrine  ointment,  (the  unguentum  hydrargyri 
nitratis)  is  the  one  in  common  use  ; but  it  is  in  its  proper  state 
too  stimulating  for  the  eyes,  therefore  it  must  be  diluted  with 
some  simple  ointment.  Both  the  red  and  white  precipitate 
mercurial  ointments  are  used,  and  the  zinc  ointment  also;  in 
fact,  it  is  not  essential  what  kind  i.s  employed,  if  it  be  mildly 
stimulating.  Trichiasis. 

Another  affection  of  which  I shall  speak,  is  that  known  by 
the  name  of  trichiasis.  It  is  that  state  of  the  eye-lashes  in 
which  they  become  altered  in  growth,  and  turned  inwards  on 
the  globe,  thus  irritating  the  conjunctiva  on  every  motion 
of  the  eye.  Some  think  that  this  complaint  is  not  owing  to 
the  effect  of  the  altered  growth  of  the  cilia  only,  but  to  a 
turning  in  of  the  lids,  called 

Entropium. 

Entropium,  or  inversion  of  the  eye-lids,  is  produced  from 
ulceration  of  the  tarsi,  the  cicatrices  formed  by  the  healing  of 
lippitudinous  ulcers  which  alter  the  shape  of  the  lids,  so  that 
the  eye-lashes  are  turned  inwards,  irritate  the  conjunctiva, 
and  produce  a continual  state  of  irritation  of  the  whole  organ. 
There  is  a watering  of  the  eye,  together  with  chronic  ophtiial- 
mia,  and  in  a short  time  vessels  may  be  seen  shooting  over 
the  cornea  ; nebula  and,  ulceration  of  the  cornea  supervene, 
and  thus  a serious  state  of  irritation  of  the  transparent  part  of 
the  eye  is  produced.  Where  the  affection  is  simple  trichiasis, 
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the  only  means  that  can  be  relied  ou,  is  to  pluck  away  the 
eye-lashes ; some  benefit  may  be  derived  from  applying  a piece 
of  adhesive  plaster  to  the  lid,  whicli  is  to  be  fastened  to  the 
cheek,  so  that  the  eye-lashes  may  be  kept  bent  outwards.  The 
best  forceps  foi'  removing  the  eye-lashes  is  this,  (Mr.  Green 
e.Khibitcd  it  to  the  class)  one  rather  broad  at  the  points.  But 
when  the  lid  itself  is  inverted  you  must  do  more,  and,  I be- 
lieve, nothing  will  be  of  any  use  except  cutting  away  a piece  of 
skin  from  the  affected  lid  ; for  when  this  is  done,  the  edges  of 
the  wound  are  brought  together  by  strips  of  adhesive  plaster  ; 
a cicatrix  is  formed,  and  the  eye-lids  are  then  drawn  upwards. 
The  mode  of  performing  the  operation  is  very  simple ; you 
must  lift  a portion  of  the  skin  of  the  affected  lid  with  a pair  of 
force|)s  that  has  towards  the  point  transverse  branches,  and 
which  are  grooved  as  you  here  see  (holding  it  up)  ; witli  this 
you  lay  a firm  hold  of  the  portion  of  the  lid,  and  all  you  have 
to  do  is,  to  take  a pair  of  curved  scissors,  and  cut  off  the  pro- 
jecting portion,  as  near  to  the  edge  of  the  lid  as  you  can.  [The 
operation  was  then  performed  before  the  class.]  We  next  come 
to  (he  opposite  side  of  the  lids. 

Ectkopium. 

Ectropium,  or  eversion  of  the  lids,  Iiappens  from  ulceration 
on  their  edges,  an  altered  and  vitiated  secretion  from  the  fol- 
licles of  Meibomius,  which  produce  a redness  and  an  altered 
state  of  the  conjunctiva,  and  from  cicatrices  and  contractions 
of  the  skin  of  the  lids,  which  tend  to  evert  them.  This  com- 
plaint is  very  distressing  to  the  patient ; the  eye  has  not  its 
natural  covering ; irritation,  from  extraneous  bodies  getting 
into  it,  is  produced,  and  thus  a constant  state  of  chronic  oph- 
thalmia is  kept  up.  When  the  disease  is  brought  on  by  a 
thickened  state  of  the  conjunctiva,  lining  the  lid,  you  must 
remove  that  portion  ; if  from  a cicatrix,  it  must  be  divided  ; 
but  it  will  be  proper  to  state  that  this  seldom  answcr.s  ; the 
divided  cicatrix  recontracts,  and  the  disease  returns.  The 
))lan  usually  adopted  consists  in  removing  a triangular  portion 
of  the  lid,  just  iii  the  same  way  as  the  operation  for  cancer  of 
the  lip  is  performed ; by  cutting  through  a piece  of  lid  which 
is  raised  by  a pair  of  forceps,  so  that  the  base  shall  be  towards 
the  edge  of  the  lid,  and  the  a|)ex  below,  at  the  union  of  the 
two  sides.  A suture  is  applied  through  the  incision,  the  edges 
of  the  wound  are  brought  together;  these  united,  tend  to  keep 
the  lid  in  the  natural  position  ; and,  in  fact,  the  operation,  in 
this  way,  is  often  successful. 

Now,  gentlemen,  1 have  gone  through  the  various  affections 
of  the  tunics  of  the  eye,  with  those  of  the  globe  of  the  eye, 
and  the  lids,  with  the  exception  of  a description  of  the  small 
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tumours,  which  are  often  to  be  met  with  on  them,  such  as  en- 
cysted tumours,  and  otliers.  But  as  tliese  require  no  particu- 
lar plan  of  treatment  different  from  those  iu  other  parts  of  the 
body,  I shall  not  detain  you  about  them.  In  their  removal, 
you  must  bear  one  thing  in  mind,  viz.  the  im|)ortance  of  the 
organ  in  the  neighbourhood  of  which  they  are  situated,  so 
that  iu  removing  them,  you  do  not  injure  so  delicate  a part. 
Tlie  last  disease  to  wliich  1 shall  call  your  attention  is 
-Fistula  Lachrymalis. 

By  this  term  is  understood  all  obstructions  ofthe  lachrymal 
passage  preventing  the  natural  flow  of  the  tears  and  mucus 
from  the  eyes  to  the  nose.  The  most  common  cause  of  this 
complaint  is  a closure  of  one  of  the  puucta,  and  then  there  is 
epiphora,  or  a watering  of  the  eye,  together  with  suffusion  of 
the  tears,  and  the  surgeon  consequently  discovers  that  one  of 
the  puncta  is  closed.  This  must  be  punctured  by  a small 
sharp  pin,  made  of  gold  or  silver,  which  is  to  be  pushed 
through  it  to  the  lachrymal  sac  : the  obstruction  is  removed, 
and  the  epiphora  relieved.  When  the  epiphora  continues,  the 
eye  becomes  irritable,  a drooping  of  the  lids  comes  on,  and  an 
altered  state  of  the  lachrymal  sac  is  produced.  The  most  im- 
portant source  of  this  complaint  is  obstruction  of  the  ductus 
ad  nasum.  The  original  seat,  then,  is  in  the  duct  leading 
from  the  lachrymal  sac  to  the  nose,  and  the  tears,  instead  of 
finding  their  way  to  the  nose,  flow  down  the  cheek  ; this 
symptom  may,  however,  arise  from  a polypus  in  the  nose,  and 
then  it  will  be  relieved  by  the  removal  of  the  polypus.  One  of 
the  symptoms  of  malignant  fungus  of  the  nose  is  suffusion  of 
tears  from  pressure  iu  the  nasal  canal;  this  disease  terminates 
fatally,  and  if  removed  it  returns  ; in  this  complaint  the  flow 
of  tears  is  a very  unimportant  symptom,  compared  with  the 
original  disease  which  gives  rise  to  it.  But  sometimes  there 
is  inflammation  of  the  bones  in  the  nose,  or  periosteum  cover- 
ing them,  and  the  membrane  lining  the  duct,  which  is  thick- 
ened, and  then  the  duct  becomes  more  or  less  obstructed.  It 
not  unfrequently  takes  place  in  persons  of  a scrofulous  habit, 
and  those  who  are  subject  to  affections  of  the  covering  of  the 
bones.  It  is  also  sometimes  a consequence  of  the  abuse  of 
mercury. 

Fistula  lachrymalis  may  be  divided  into  three  stages  ; — 1st, 
where  there  is  only  simple  distension  of  the  lachrymal, sac. 
2dly,  where  there  are  inflammation  and  suppuration  of  the 
sac.  And  the  third  stage  is  that  in  which  there  is  a fistulous 
opening  leading  from  the  sac  to  the  cheek. 

Simple  Distension  of  the  Lachrymal  Sac. 

The  first  symptom  which  leads  the  patient,  in  this  stage,  to 
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observe  any  thing  amiss  with  the  eye,  is,  that  on  reading  or 
exposi^  it  to  the  wind,  there  is  a watering  of  the  eye ; in  a 
short  time,  this  becomes  constant,  and  then  a swelling  appears 
at  the  inner  corner  of  the  eye,  arising  from  distension  of  the 
lachi7mal  sac,  the  tears  collecting  in  it.  'I’hese  produce  irri- 
tation ; mucus  and  purulent  matter  is  secreted  ; but  when  the 
sac  protrudes,  pressure  made  on  it  pushes  the  tears  or  mucus 
either  through  the  puncta,  over  the  face,  or  down  the  nose. 
The  complaint  sometimes  remains  in  this  stage  for  manv  years 
(pressure  being  occasionally  made  on  the  sac  to  empty  it) 
with  only  little  inconvenience.  From  the  pressure  of  the  dis- 
tended sac,  and  obstruction  of  the  nasal  duct  continuing,  or 
some  accidental  cause,  Irritation  is  excited,  and  the  second 
stage  produced. 

Inflammation  and  Suppuration  of  the  Lachrymal  Sac. 

This  affection  is  attended  by  a pufBness  of  the  inner  corner 
of  the  eye,  redness  of  the  surrounding  skin,  which  becomes 
swollen  and  hard,  from  the  effusion  of  lymph.  Suppuration 
having  commenced  in  the  sac,  ulceration  comes  on,  and  the 
matter  effects  an  external  opening,  by  which  it  is  discharged. 
Now,  obstruction,  inflammation,  and  suppuration  do  not  always 
take  place  in  the  course  of  the  ductus  ad  nasum,  from  ordinary 
causes  ; but  the  progress  of  the  complaint,  when  arising  from 
ordinary  and  from  specific  causes,  will  be  different.  An  open- 
ing being  thus  made  in  the  .sac,  it  is  rendered  permanent,  or 
kept  open  by  the  flow  of  pus  and  tears  out  of  the  wound,  over 
the  cheek ; the  disease  then  arrives  at  the  third  stage. 

Fistulous  Opening  from  the  Sac  to  the  Cheek. 

In  this  stage  of  the  complaint,  the  patient  is  distressed  a 
good  deal  by  frequent  returns  of  inflammation  and  suppuration 
of  the  sac. 

Treatment. — Although  various  means  have  beijn  attempted 
for  the  cure  of  this  complaint,  no  plan  has  been  yet  laid  down 
that  has  proved  successful ; or  at  least  the  benefit  to  be  de- 
rived from  the  means  and  treatment  recommended  is  in  most 
cases  very  slight.  In  many  cases  little  need  be  done  but  to 
evacuate  the  sac  for  the  purpose  of  |)rcventing  irritation  ; in 
those  cases  where  there  is  simple  distension  of  the  sac.  One 
cause  of  this  complaint  is  a vitiated  state  of  the  follicles  of 
Meibomius  ; when  matter  is  secreted,  and  the  eyelids  are 
closed  together,  and  irritation  is  thus  produced  in  the  lachry- 
mal sac -ill  these  cases  the  lids  should  be  washed  with  tepid 
water,  and  smeared  every  night  at  bed-time,  with  a little  of 
the  unguentnin  hydrargyri  nitratis.  By  this  means,  and  at- 
tending to  the  constitution,  and  removing  irritation  as  it 
arises,  the  patient  may  remain  in  that  state  for  years.  When 
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the  obstruction  is  complete,  the  distension  considerable, 
the  attacks  of  inflamuiatioii  frequent,  and  suppuration  has 
commenced,  another  kind  of  treatment  must  be  adopted  : 
in  this  stage  the  object  of  your  treatment  will  be  to  eifect  a 
natural  passage  for  the  flow  of  tears,  that  is,  through  the 
nasal  duct,  instead  of  tlieir  flowing  over  the  face.  Anel  is  the 
first  who  attempted  to  procure  a passage  for  the  matter  and 
tears  into  the  sac,  when  the  natural  one  was  obstructed  ; and 
' this  he  did  by  intcoducing  a very  fine  probe  through  one  of  the 
puncta  and  the  lachrymal  sac  to  the  ductus  ad  nasum,  and  thus 
dilated  the  stricture  ; but  the  instrument  was  so  flexible  and 
thin,  that  it  was  ill  calculated  to  overcome  the  obstruction. 
My  friend,  Mr.  Travers,  who  has  had  most  extensive  oppor- 
tunities of  watching  the  progress  and  trying  the  effect  of  differ- 
CMit  treatments  in  this  disease,  recommends  the  use  of  an  in- 
strument of  this  kind  ; it  is,  however,  somewhat  different ; it 
is  more  nail- headed,  and  not  of  the  same  exceeding  fineness, 
being  more  effective  for  removing  the  obstruction.  Anel  like- 
wise constructed  a small  syringe,  the  mouth  of  which  was  to 
be  introduced  into  one  of  the  puncta ; tepid  water  was  then  to 
be  injected  through  the  punctum  and  sac  to  the  nasal  duct; 
but  the  injection  of  fluid  was  found  inadequate  to  overcome 
the  obstruction.  It  is  a useful  instrument  in  gleety  discharges 
from  the  sac  or  duct,  but  beyond  this  it  is  quite  ineflicient. 

Mr.  Wathen  recommended  that  a hollow  metallic  tube 
should  be  introduced  into  the  ductus  ad  tiusum  ; the  object  of 
its  being  hollow  was  to  allow  the  passage  of  tears  through  it, 
but  it  was  found  inadequate  ; it  soon  became  filled  with  mu- 
cus. M.  Dupuytreu  is  in  the  habit  of  using  a gold  tube  in 
this  way,  and  it  is  said  that  most  of  his  cases  are  cured  ; this 
I should  doubt,  and  in  one  case  I know  it  did  not  succeed. 
Mr.  Pott  also  advised  the  use  of  bougies  for  removing  the  ob- 
struction. The  plan  laid  down  by  Mr.  Ware  is  the  one  now 
generally  adopted  ; it  consists  of  introducing  a nail-headed 
style  into  the  ductus  ad  nasum,  and  letting  it  remain  there 
The  style  should  be  just  large  enough  to  allow  of  the  flow  of 
the  tears  beside  it.  If  no  opening  has  been  made  from 
the  repeated  inflammation,  the  mode  you  will  adopt  to  make 
one  is  as  follows  ; you  direct  the  patient  to  be  seated,  .and 
then  standing  behind  him,  you  pass  your  hand  round  the  pa- 
tient’s head,  open  the  lachrymal  sac,  and  then  carry  a blunt- 
pointed  bistoury  inwards  and  downwards  and  divide  the  ob- 
struction ; the  instrument  with  which  you  make  the  external 
opening  is  a phymosis  knife.  Having  done  this,  you  ascertain 
whethei’  the  passage  is  free,  and  then  introduce  a nail-headed 
style,  about  an  inch  and  three-eighths  long  ; the  head  of  the 
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style  is  to  lay  obliquely  on  the  front  of  the  cheek,  and  a piece 
of  adhesive  plaster  spread  on  black  silk  to  be  put  over  it,  which 
will  prevent  persons  from  suspecting  that  there  is  any  thing 
wrong  with  the  eye.  The  style  requires  to  be  removed  once  a- 
day,  for  the  first  week,  and  to  be  washed  : sometimes  there  is 
a little  irritation  produced  by  its  introduction  ; but,  in  general, 
there  is  none,  and  the  comfort  the  patient  experiences  is  very 
great ; the  water  ceases  to  flow  over  the  cheek — the  sight 
becomes  stronger — the  tendency  to  inflammation  is  obviated  ; 
and,  indeed,  so  much  comfort  is  experienced  that  the  patient 
is  loth  to  dispense  with  the  use  of  the  style.  Although  the 
relief  obtained  from  this  plan  is  great,  yet  it  was  in  reference  t(» 
it  that  I said  just  now  that  no  plan  of  treatment  had  yet  been 
decided  on  which  generally  proved  successful ; for  this  mode 
must  be  considered  more  in  the  light  of  a palliative  than  a cu- 
rative remedy ; the  obstruction  frequently  returning  when  the 
style  is  removed.  It  sometimes  happens  that  from  disease 
about  the  bones  of  the  nose,  a fistulous  opening  from  the  sac 
to  the  nose  is  formed.  If  you  should  operate  in  such  a case, 
you  must  introduce  a sharp-pointed  instrument,  either  a prote 
or  trocar,  through  the  fore  part  of  the  os  unguis  into  the  nose, 
and  the  only  point  which  remains  is  to  keep  open  the  perfora- 
tion by  a sponge  tent,  or  nail-headed  style ; but  it  becomes 
rarely  necessary  to  perform  this  operation.  1 have  now,  gen- 
tlemen, concluded  the  subject  of  diseases  of  the  eye. 
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On  Urinary  Calculi. 

These  are  found  in  four  difiereut  situations  in  the  urinary 
organs,  viz.  in  the  kidney,  ureter,  bladder,  and  urethra. 

The  calculi  which  are  discovered  in  the  prostate  gland,  are 
not,  in  general,  of  the  same  kind  as  those  met  with  in  the 
organs  wiliich  1 have  just  named. 

Calculi  in  the  Kidney. 

When  a calculus  is  situated  in  the  kidney,  there  will  be  felt 
considerable  pain  in  the  loins,  in  the  vicinity  of  this  organ, 
and  occasional! V it  will  be  so  very  acute,  and  the  pait  so  ex- 
quisitely tender,  that  the  afflicted  person  cannot  allow  even 
the  slight  pressure  of  a clothes-brush  over  the  loins.  ^ A physi- 
ciaa  of  my  acquaiutriiice  informed  me  that  he  had  witnessed  a 
case  of  this  description,  in  which  the  only  symiitom  that  sei  ved 
to  illustrate  the  nature  of  the  disease,  was  the  extreme  tender- 
ness felt  in  the  loins,  and  it  was  so  severe  that  the  patient 
could  not  suffer  his  clothes  to  be  brushed  over  the  pait  j upon 
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examination  of  liis  bod)',  after  deatli,  a stone  was  found  in 
the  kidney. 

When  a calculus  is  situated  in  the  kidney,  it  is  often  accom- 
panied by  a numbness  of  the  intestinal  tube  leading  from  the 
kidney  to  the  navel.  There  will  likewise  be  felt  great  pain 
when  in  the  aet  of  stooping,  with  frequent  inclination  to  make 
water.  The  urine  is  frequently  of  a dark  colour,  from  being 
mixed  with  blood  ; when  this  appearance  is  present,  coupled 
with  excruciating  pain  round  the  loins,  it  will  generally  hap- 
pen that  the  stone  is  then  in  the  act  of  descending,  and  in  a 
few  days  afterwards,  you  will  probably  find  that  it  has  entered 
the  bladder.  When  a calculus  is  in  the  kidney,  the  stomach 
is  usually  very  much  affected,  and  frequent  vomiting  is  the 
consequence.  'I’he  ui inary  bladder  is  often,  from  the  same 
cause,  rendered  exceedingly  irritable ; and  all  means  that 
could  be  devised  have  been  known  to  fail  in  procuring  relief 
from  this  troublesome  symptom.  An  example  of  this  kind 
occurred  when  I lived  in  the  city ; a surgeon  called,  and  re- 
quested me  to  see  a boy,  a patient  of  his,  who  had  an  ex- 
tremely irritable  bladder;  he  stated  that  he  had  tried  every 
medicine  he  could  think  of,  and  yet  could  not  produce  the 
slightest  mitigation  of  the  boy’s  sufferings.  1 saw  the  child, 
and  prescribed  for  him;  but  with  as  little  effect,  and  he  ulti- 
mately died.  1 met  the  practitioner  a short  time  after,  who 
told  me,  that  upon  a post-mortem  examination,  the  pelvic, 
abdominal,  and  thoracic  viscera  were  all  healthy,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  kidney,  in  which  was  found  a calculus.  I have 
known  a stone  in  the  kidney  cause  severe  pain  at  the  anteiior 
superior  spinous  process  of  the  ilium. 

In  cases  of  calculi  in  the  kidney,  nature  generally  makes 
attempts  to  discharge  them  through  abscesses  formed  in  the 
loins.  I had  three  calculi  in  my  possession,  which  were  dis- 
charged in  this  manner,  and  as  they  came  directly  from  the 
kidney,  1 was  anxious  to  learn  the  nature  of  their  composi- 
tion. 1 therefore  sent  them  to  the  late  Dr.  Marcet,  who,  upon 
analyzing  them,  found  that  each  was  composed  of  the  triple  or 
am moniaco- magnesian  phosphate. 

Calculi  in  the  kidney  sometimes  produce  such  a derange- 
ment of  the  constitution,  as  to  occasion  the  destruction  of  life  ; 
and  upon  dissecting  persons  who  have  been  thus  destroyed, 
the  calculi  have  been  met  with  in  various  parts  of  the  kidney, 
in  the  tubuli  uriniferi,  infundibula,  and  in  its  pelvis.  Some- 
times calculi  in  the  kidney  are  modelled  to  the  internal  form 
of  that  gland.  It  happens  thus — when  the  stone  has  become 
of  sufficient  bulk  to  fill  the  pelvis,  projections  branch  off  from 
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its  body  into  the  infundibula,  acquiring  the  character  which 
you  here  observe  (holding  up  a preparation). 

It  is  not  uncommon  for  a calculus  to  occasion  an  absorption 
of  the  glandular  substance  of  the  kidney,  and  a stone  lodged 
upon  the  beginning  of  the  ureter  has  been  known  to  have  pro- 
duced so  complete  au  absorption  of  the  glandular  structure, 
that  no  more  than  a thin  membrane  has  remained. 

When  both  kidneys  are  affected  at  the  same  period,  or  if 
they  successively  become  destroyed,  in  either  case  death  must 
ensue. 

Treatment  of  Calculi  in  the  Kidney. 

But  little  can  be  accomplished  by  the  medical  man  in  these 
affections ; when  the  stone,  however,  is  composed  of  uric 
acid,  the  exhibition  of  potass  or  soda  is,  1 believe,  attended 
with  considerable  advantage  ; not  that  either  of  these  medi- 
cines will  dissolve  a stone  when  once  formed,  but  I am  in- 
clined to  believe  that  they  prevent  the  further  deposition  df 
ui'ic  acid  ; they  most  decidedly  lessen  the  irritability  of  the 
urinary  organs— and  by  covering  the  surface  of  the  stone  witli 
a sort  of  mortar,  it  becomes  much  less  annoying  to  the  patient 
and  much  less  irritating  to  the  part  in  which  it  is  contained. 
Beyond  these  effects  I think  lithontriptics  have  no  power. 

Surgical  writers  have  proposed  that  stones  in  the  kidney 
should  be  removed  by  the  knife.  I am  not  aware,  however, 
that  such  operation.s  have  been  performed.  Mr.  Cline,  sen., 
once  informed  me  that  he  had  a patient  under  his  care,  in 
whose  kidney  he  could  distinctly  feel  a calculus.  'I'his  person 
was  remarkably  thin,  owing  to  which  circumstance,  the  stone 
was  discoverable  by  means  of  an  external  examination ; an 
individual  so  situated,  if  his  constitution  were  in  a healthy 
condition,  might  successfully  undergo  the  operation,  other- 
wise it  would  be  too  much  for  his  system  to  bear.  Nature, 
as  I before  observed  to  you,  will  often  effect  a cure  by  the 
formation  of  abscesses  — the  calculi  being  permitted  to  escape 
through  the  sinuses  which  they  create.  'Hirough  these  open- 
ings, by  means  of  a probe,  you  may  readily  feel  the  calculus; 
and  to  prevent  the  closure  of  the  sinus  by  granulations,  you 
should  introduce  a sponge  tent.  In  order  to  facilitate  the 
discharge  of  the  stone,  you  may  dilate  the  .sinus  by  means  of 
a bistoury ; there  will  be  no  danger  in  doing  this,  for  the 
ernulgent  artery  and  vein  are  situated  behind  the  calculus. 
Well,  this  is  all  that  I have  to  say  respecting  stone  in  the 
kidney,  and  I shall  proceed  to  the  consideration  of 
Calculi  in  tuf.  Ureter. 

When  the  stone  has  descended  into  the  ureter  there  will  be 
feltgrcat  pain  at  the  spine  of  the  ilium,  at  the  animior  superior 


308 


ON  CALCULI  IN  THE  URETER. 


spinous  process,  in  the  course  of  the  psoas  muscle,  aud  over 
the  surface  of  the  abdomen  ; as  the  calculus  passes  along  the 
ureter,  at  the  time  it  crosses  the  luuibar  plexus,  there  will  be 
experienced  very,  very  great  uneasiness  in  the  groin,  and  in 
the  course  of  the  anterior  crural  nerve  down  the  thigh  ; when 
it  goes  over  the  spermatic  plexus,  the  cremaster  will  be  spas- 
modically contracted,  and  there  will  be  felt  severe  pain  in  the 
testicle : the  stomach  will  likewise  be  particularly  irritable 
and  continually  ^ect  its  contents;  the  skin  covered  with  cold 
sweats,  with  a death-like  paleness  of  the  countenance  ; the 
pain  is  not  constant,  but  comes  on  at  intervals  ; after  continu- 
ing for  some  minutes,  a complete  remission  occurs,  and  you 
therefore  suspect  that  the  stone  has  passed  ; after  a lapse, 
however,  of  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  it  returns  with  as  much 
severity  as  before.  1 have  known  an  instance  in  which  the 
violence  of  the  pain  was  so  great  from  a calculus  in  the  ureter, 
that  the  patient  absolutely  laid  down  on  the  ground  and  rolled 
about,  so  intense  was  the  agony,  and  though  not  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a mile  from  his  residence,  he  was  under  the  neces- 
sity of  being  carried  to  his  house  by  the  servants.  The  symp- 
toms which  have  been  just  mentioned  teach  you  most  unequi- 
vocally, that  a stone  exists  in  the  ureter. 

It  not  unfrequently  happens  that  nature  fails  in  her  attempts 
to  relieve  ; the  disease  then  necessarily  terminates  in  the  de- 
struction of  life.  One  case  of  this  kind  has  been  witnessed 
by  Mr.  Hallam  ; matter  and  urine  were  for  a considerable 
time  discharged  by  stool,  but  from  what  cause  could  not  be 
imagined;  when  the  individual  died,  upon  an  examination  of 
his  body,  a stone  was  found  impaeted  in  the  ureter  ; the  colon 
and  ureter  were  united  by  means  of  the  adhesive  process,  and 
an  opening,  about  three  quarters  of  an  inch  from  the  kidney, 
had  been  made  from  the  latter  into  the  former,  whieh  satis- 
factorily explained  the  origin  of  the  pus  and  urine  evacuated 
from  the  intestines  before  death. 

Here  is  a preparation  (shewing  one  to  the  Students)  which 
was  taken  from  a boy  who  had  been  successfully  operated 
upon  for  stone  in  this  Hospital,  by  Mr.  Cline,  sen. ; in  a short 
time  subsequent  to  the  operation,  the  lad  suffered  from  severe 
pain  in  his  loins;  this  was  quickly  followed  by  rigors,  and 
lastly  death  ; when  his  body  was  examined,  a stone  tvas  disco- 
vered in  the  ureter.  A woman  onee  came  to  my  house  com- 
plaining of  a most  lancinating  pain  in  the  belly  and  loins,  toge- 
ther with  excessive  vomiting.  I told  her  that  she  was  much 
too  ill  to  be  absent  from  her  house,  and  advised  her  instantly 
to  return  home  aud  send  for  her  medical  attendant.  In  com- 
pany with  this  gentleman,  I soon  afterwards  saw  her  ; at  the 
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expiration  of  three  days  she  died.  When  we  afterwards  exa- 
mined the  body,  the  instant  the  surgeon  cut  into  the  abdomen, 
there  issued  through  the  opening  a strong  urinous  smell ; on 
prosecuting  the  examination,  we  found  a stone  lodged  in  one 
of  the  ureters  ; tliis  obstructed  calculus  had  given  rise  to  an 
abscess,  which  had  burst  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen, 
whence  arose  the  almost  sudden  dissolution. 

But  it  every  now  and  then  happens  that  calculi  of  the  ure- 
ters will  escape  without  proving  destructive  to  life.  Mr.  Stone, 
a surgeon  in  Sussex,  had  a carter  in  his  neighbourhood,  to 
whom  such  a result  happened — the  man  for  a long  while  felt 
a severe  pain  in  the  direction  of  the  ureter — at  length  an  ab- 
scess formed  upon  the  spine  of  the  ilium,  and  when  it  broke 
there  was  discharged  through  the  opening  this  calculus  (shew- 
ing it  to  the  class.)  From  its  figure  it  is  evident  that  it  was 
formed  in  the  ureter  ; the  man  ultimately  did  well. 

Now,  gentlemen,  of  the 

Treatment  of  Calculi  in  the  Ureter. 

During  those  Violent  paroxysms  of  sutferiug  which  I have 
detailed  to  you,  the  patient  should  be  bled  to  syncope — you 
should  give  him  opium  : potass  may  also  be  admiuistered  with 
advantage,  for  I do  believe  that  it  lessens  the  irritability  of  the 
urinary  organs,  and  in  this  manner  will  afford  considerable  re- 
lief; the  person  should  also  be  put  into  a warm  bath,  and 
when  in  that  situation,  the  surgeon  should  sit  by  his  side,  and 
rub  the  abdomen  in  the  course  of  the  ureter  ; for  the  urine 
having  collected  above  the  stone,  and  its  vis  it  tergo  being  in- 
sufficient to  push  the  calculus  onward,  friction,  properly  di- 
rected, will  prove  of  gieat  service  by  its  mechanical  influence 
on  the  accumulated  fluid,  and  it  will  be  found  agreeable  to 
the  patient  rather  than  otherwise.  Well,  then,  the  plan  to 
pursue  is,  to  bleed,  with  a view  of  preventing^  inflammatioii ; 
to  give  opium  and  potas.s,  for  the  purpose  of  diminishing  pain 
and  irritability,  and  mechanically  to  assi.'!t  the  passage  of  the 
stone  by  rubbing  the  surface  of  the  abdomen  in  the  coui'se  of 
the  ureter. 

Calculi  in  the  Bladder. 

'I'lie  next  situation  in  which  calculi  are  formed  is  m the 
bladder;  and  as  much  can  be  done  in  this  complaint  by  suigi- 
cal  treatment,  we  shall  dwell  more  at  length  on  the  ciicum- 
stanccs  attending  it,  and  describe  to  you  the  operation  required 
[jr  removing  a atone  from  the  bladder.  Directly  a stone 
enters  the  bladder,  the  symptoms  change  : there  will  be  a pain 
along  the  urethra,  extending  from  the  neck  of  the  bladder 
forwards,  though  this  is  not  always  present ; but  opposite  to 
the  framum,  about  an  inch  from  the  extremity  of  the  penis. 
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there  is  always  consi(ieral)le  pain  ; and  the  patient  walks  with 
difficulty,  with  sliplit  pain  at  the  end  of  the  yard.  Some 
persons  will  come  into  your  room,  sit  down,  and  say  that  they 
think  that  they  have  a stone  in  the  bladder,  and  talk  lightly  of 
it;  but  you  may  depend,  gentlemen,  that  they  have  no  such 
thing  ; the  pain  felt  opposite  to  the  fraenum,  in  cases  of  stone 
in  the  bladder,  is  as  if  a knife  was  running  through  the  penis, 
and  they  will  describe  it  as  a deep-seated  pain.  It  is  dilfereut 
in  degree  in  many  cases,  some  being  e.xceedingly  irritable, 
others  being  much  less  so — but  the  pain  is  generally  very 
severe.  Very  little  urine  can  be  kept  in  the  bladder,  and  the 
patient  feels  a frequent  disposition  to  void  it.  Fain  opposite 
to  the  fraenum,  and  a frequent  disposition  to  void  the  urine, 
are  symptoms  attending  stone  ; and  if  there  is  much  irritation, 
bloody  urine  will  be  voided  : indeed  this  is  a constant  conco- 
mitant, and  is  a symptom  you  should  particularly  inquire  for  ; 
it  is  not  always  present  in  the  veiy  young,  but  in  adults,  and 
those  who  have  been  afflicted  with  stone  for  a long  time,  this 
sym|)tom  will  be  met  with.  Where  ( ersons  who  have  stone 
cannot  ride  on  horseback  without  being  obliged  frequently  to 
dismount  and  void  the  urine,  what  you  find  is  this  : — they  go  a 
short  distance,  then  are  obliged  to  stop  and  get  off,  and  dis- 
charge their  urine,  which  is  bloody.  If  they  ride  in  a carriage 
it  is  the  same,  they  are  obliged  to  stop  and  get  out — and  if  they 
are  in  the  company  of  friends,  and  wish  to  conceal  it  from  them, 
the  desire  to  void  the  urine  is  so  great,  that  they  are  obliged  to 
sacrifice  their  natural  delicacy  of  mind  to  the  irresistible  call  of 
nature.  The  urine  is  not  changed  unless  there  is  much  irrita- 
tion in  the  bladder;  but  if  the  stone  has  been  of  long  standing, 
and  there  is  disease  in  the  bladder,  there  will  be  clots  of  blood 
in  the  urine.  When  the  mucous  membr.ane  of  the  bladder  is 
affected,  the  urine  will  be  white,  which  will  shew  that  the 
bladder  is  diseased  ; there  will  also  be  flakes  of  matter  in  it, 
and  when  this  is  the  ease,  the  patient  is  in  a state  that  would 
be  improper  for  an  operation.  There  is  a sudden  arrest  of  the 
urine  during  the  flow  of  a full  stream,  in  consequenee  either  of 
a valve  formed  in  the  urethra,  or  the  stone  resting  against  the 
neck  of  the  bladder.  The  diagnostic  symptoms  of  stone  in  the 
bladder  are  pain  towards  the  extremity  of  the  penis  opposite 
to  the  fraennin,  discharge  of  bloody  urine ; sudden  arrest  of  the 
tyater  during  the  flow  of  a full  stream,  and  a frequent  disposi- 
tion to  void  the  urine,  and  pain  in  doing  it,  particularly  in  the 
erect  position.  Persons  with  stone  are  frequently  obliged, 
when  they  make  water,  to  rest  their  heads  against  somethin^, 
to  bend  their  arms  and  legs,  and  thus  discharge  their  urine. 
— There  is  a disposition  also  to  void  the  feces  at  the  time  of 
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making  water,  as  the  lectiiin  obeys  the  motion  of  the  bladder. 
In  some  cases  the  abdominal  muscles  are  affected  with  violent 
spasms.  First,  persons  are  affected  with  violent  spasms  of 
ihese  muscles — then  have  disease  of  the  mucous  membrane  of 
the  bladder — and  frequent  shiverings.  'Phis  is  so  common  a 
symptom  occurring  with  stone  in  the  bladder,  and  is  so  well 
known,  that  it  will  be  unnecessary  to  dwell  on  it.  One  curious 
circumstance,  generally  observed,  when  there  is  stone  in  the 
bladder,  is  an  elongation  of  the  prepuce,  particularly  in  boys. 
This  is  singular,  and  not  easily  explained,  unless  it  is  jjroduced 
by  pressure  on  it  when  the  pain  at  the  extremity  of  the  penis 
comes  on  ; for  as  the  pain  in  this  part  is  an  exceedingly  dis- 
tressing symptom,  and  pressure  on  the  nerve  deadens  it,  it  is 
made,  and  the  prepuce  thus  becomes  elongated  by  it.  Having 
thus  gone  over  the  symptoms  of  stone,  we  shall  now  say  a 
few  words  on  the  size,  number,  form,  &c.,  of  stones  found  in 
the  bladder.  Calculi  are  formed  in  the  bladder  around  some 
extraneous  body,  which  gets  into  it,  or  about  clots  of  blood 
which  serve  as  a nucleus  ; or  the  stones  pass  from  the  kidneys 
through  the  ureters,  and  enter  the  bladder.  Some  stones  are 
composed  of  concentric  lamellte,  whilst  others  are  not ; in 
those  which  are,  layer  after  layer  is  deposited  and  adheres,  but 
the  lamellae  are  composed  of  much  firmer  materials  than  the 
bond  of  adhesion  which  unites  them.  The  nuclei,  around 
which  stones  form,  are  various  ; here  is  one  (exhibiting  it  to 
the  class),  as  yon  see,  composed  of  a needle  ; you  will  say,  no 
doubt,  that  this  must  have  been  swallowed,  and  that  passing 
through  the  intestines,  it  entered  the  bladder  through  the  rec- 
tum. 1 will  tell  you  how  it  got  there.  A nurse,  who  had  the 
care  of  a child,  put  ii  to  sit  on  a mat  upon  its  naked  bottom  ; 
and  it  immediately  began  to  cry;  when  the  nurse  out  of 
humanity,  1 suppose,  took  it  up,  and  danced  it  well  in  her 
arms ; the  more  the  child  screamed,  the  more  the  nurse  danced 
it-  A few  months  after  this  it  had  symptoms  of  stone,  and 
it  was  ascertained  that  there  was  one  in  the  bladder.  I cut 
the  child  and  took  from  it  this  calculus,  with  a nucleus 
formed  of  a needle.  The  needle  must  have  penetrated  the 
lierineum  of  the  nates,  and  by  this  means  reached  the  bladder. 
Here,  gentlemen,  is  a slate-pencil  forming  a nucleus.  I will 
give  you  the  history  of  the  case.  A man  came  to  me,  whilst  I 
was  living  in  the  city,  and  said  that  he  bad  a slate-pencil  in 
his  bladder ; considering  him  to  be  mad,  or  vvishing  to  impose, 
or  that  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  a quiz,  I said  very  well,  and 
prescribed  something  for  him,  and  sent  him  away.  About  a 
fortnight  afterwards  this  man  came  again  to  my  house,  and 
said  that  he  had  a slate-pencil  in  the  bladder,  and  if  I thought 
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it  a trick,  I could  examine  him  ; this  I did  ; I passed  a sound, 
and  found  a stone.  I then  asked  how  the  pencil  came  there. 
“ Wliy,  sir,”  he  replied,  “ 1 have  had  a stricture  for  some  time, 
and  have  used  bougies  a good,  deal ; but  one  day,  not  being  able 
to  pass  one,  I thought  tliat  I would  try  sometliing  that  would 
be  strong  enough,  and  therefore  introduced  a piece  of  slate- 
pencil,  vvliich  broke  in  the  passage,  and  part  of  it  got  into  the 
bladder.”  I told  him  that  he  must  submit  to  an  operation,  in 
t)rder  to  have  it  removed  ; and  being  a paui)er,  I advised  him  to 
go  to  a hospital,  where  proper  care  and  attention  would  be 
taken  of  him.  He  came  to  Guy’s,  where  I operated  on  liim, 
and  took  the  pencil  from  the  bladder. — The  stone  which  had 
formed  round  it  is  the  triple  phosphate;  this  kind  of  stone 
usually  forms  where  there  has  existed  much  irritation  in  the 
bladder.  Here  is  a piece  of  metallic  bougie,  or  catheter,  round 
which  a stone  formed.  I will  mention  here,  as  I may  not  have 
an  opportunity  again,  that  pewter  catheters  should  not  be 
allowed  to  remain  in  the  urethra  more  than  a week,  as  the 
urine  acts  on  the  materials  of  which  they  are  composed,  makes 
them  brittle,  and  if  left  in  the  urethra  beyond  the  time  I have 
mentioned,  are  very  apt  to  break,  and  then  enter  the  bladder. 
Stones  form  round  them , as  in  the  case  from  which  this  specimen 
was  taken.  I have  known  several  examples  of  this.  Here  is  a 
curious  specimen  of  a calculus  formed  round  a piece  of  tobacco- 
j)ipe,  which  got  into  the  bladder  in  rather  a curious  nianuer. 
It  was  sent  to  me  by  Jlr.  Godwin,  surgeon  to  the  Derbyshire 
Infirmary  ; the  section  has  fortunately  been  made  through  the 
centre;  one-half  Mr.  G.  kept  for  himself,  and  the  other  part 
he  was  kind  enough  to  send  me. 

You  see  that  an  extraneous  body  in  the  bladder  forms  a nu- 
cleus for  a stone.  The  stone  will  be  composed  of  the  triple 
phosphate  or  of  uric  acid,  according  to  the  degree  of  irritation 
which  has  been  kept  up  ; if  it  has  been  considerable,  the  stone 
will  contain  the  triple  phosphate. 

The  next  circumstance  to  which  I shall  advert  is,  the  number 
of  calculi  found  in  the  bladder.  I do  not  think  that  the  patient 
is  in  greater  danger  in  an  operation,  from  a larger  number  of 
stones  being  in  the  bladder,  or  even  so  much,  as  when  there  is 
only  one  large  or  moderate-sized  stone.  The  Introduction  of 
a pair  of  forceps  into  the  bladder,  for  removing  one  or  more 
stones  is  not  dangerous,  but  the  great  danger,  gentlemen,  is, 
if  the  parts  are  bruised,  and  cause  of  irritation  produced.  Here 
are  nine  calculi  that  were  taken  from  one  person  ; but  this  is 
not  a great  number. — Here  are  37.  The  largest  number  that  I 
ever  took  from  one  person  is  142 ; it  was  from  a gentlemen  of 
Worcester  ; he  survived  the  operation,  and  I operated  on  him 
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again  ; all  the  calculi  consists  of  uric  acid,  or  at  least  those 
which  have  been  analyzed  do,  and  the  others  appear  to  be  com- 
posed of  the  same.  It  was  this  case  which  led  me  to  say  just 
now,  that  the  introduction  of  the  forceps  for  removing  a stone 
is  not  dangerous  ; for  at  the  first  operation  I introduced  the 
forceps  seventy  times,  sometimes  withdrawing  them  without  a 
single  calculus,  at  others  with  three  : after  the  operation  he 
suffered  very  little  ; for  the  introduction  of  the  forceps  is  not 
dangerous,  but  the  danger  arises  from  the  bruise  of  the  part, 
and  from  the  violence  used  in  extracting  large  calculi. 

Size  of  Calculi. 

The  usual  weight  of  calculi  formed  in  the  bladder  is  from 
half  an  ounce  to  two  ounces  ; most  frequently  under  two 
ounces.  'Phe  largest  I ever  extracted  is  the  one  I now  show 
you  ; its  weight  is  sixteen  ounces.  After  I introduced  a pair 
of  forceps,  I was  obliged  to  send  for  a gimblet,  in  order  to  bore 
it,  but  it  was  so  firm  that  1 could  not.  I succeeded,  however, 
in  extracting  it  by  disengaging  one  blade  of  the  forceps,  using 
it  as  iu  midwifery,  and  then  by  bringing  the  stone  under  the 
pubes  and  above  the  os  coccygis,  1 managed  so  as  to  remove  it. 
Mr.  Mayo,  a surgeon  at  Winchester,  extracted  a stone  fifteen 
ounces  in  weight,  but  that  was  broken.  The  largest  stone  that 
I ever  saw  extracted  without  its  being  broken,  (at  the  same 
time  the  patient  surviving,)  is  one  that  was  taken  from  a per- 
son at  the  Norwich  Hospital,  it  weighed  eight  ounces.  But 
the  weight  and  size  of  stones  do  not  bear  a relative  proportion, 
for  some  stones  of  considerable  magnitude  do  not  weigh  much, 
whilst  others  which  are  small  weigh  a good  deal.  A very  large 
stone,  that  was  found  in  a body  after  death,  weighed  twenty- 
five  ounces.  There  is  one  at  Trinity  College,  Cambridge, 
which  weighs  thirty  ounces ; it  is  stated  to  weigh  thirty-three 
ounces,  but  I believe  thirty  is  the  true  weight.  The  stone  of 
the  greatest  size  and  weight  I ever  heard  of,  was  one  taken 
from  the  body  of  a highly  respectable  individual,  after  death, 
by  two  eminent  surgeons  of  this  town.  He  had  a paralysis  of 
the  lower  extremities,  and  half  of  the  body  w’as  insensible  ; in 
this  state  he  was  operated  on  for  stone  ; but  after  various  at- 
tempts at  extracting  it,  the  operation  was  postponed^  for  a 
week,  in  order  that  some  instrument  might  be  obtained  in  the 
mean  while,  by  which  the  stone  might  be  broken.  At  the  end 
of  the  week  the  operation  was  again  repeated,  but  the  stone 
wa.s  neither  to  be  broken  nor  exti’acted,  and  the  gentleman 
died  from  irritation.  On  examining  the  body  after  death, 
there  was  found  a large  stone  in  the  bladder,  which  theie  was 
a difilculty  of  raising  from  its  scat ; it  could  not  have  been  ex- 
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traded  if  the  high  operation  had  been  performed  ; it  weighed 
forty-four  ounces,  and  a slight  addition,  how  many  grains  or 
dracliins  1 am  not  exactly  sure. 


LECTURE  XXXIX. 


In  the  last  evening’^  lecture,  gentlemen,  I began  to  describe 
to  you  the  manner  of  the  formation  of  calculi,  the  different 
species  of  calculi,  and  the  symptoms  which  attend  them.  I 
shall  now  proceed  with  this  subject.  The  pain  which  a pa- 
tient experiences  from  stone  in  the  bladder  is  by  no  means  in 
proportion  to  its  bulk.  It  is  not  exactly  in  the  inverse  ratio 
to  its  magnitude,  but  still  it  approaches  that  inverse  ratio. 
When  a stone  becomes  excessively  large,  the  patient  generally 
loses  the  power  of  retaining  his  urine,  and  the  distillation  of 
urine  from  the  bladder  prevents  that  contraction  of  it  which 
occasions  so  much  pain  to  the  patient  in  discharging  the  last 
drops  of  it.  Doctor  Franklin,  the  celebrated  American  phi- 
losopher, who  died  of  this  disease,  suffered  excessively  for  a 
uumber  of  years  from  it,  but  at  last,  when  the  stone  acquired 
considerable  magnitude,  he  experienced  but  little  pain.  The 
pain  does  not  so  much  depend  on  the  form  of  the  stone  as  on 
the  general  irritability  of  the  patient,  and  especially  on  the  irri- 
tability of  the  bladder.  Thus  you  will  sometimes  in  perform- 
ing the  operation  find  a stone  excessively  pointed,  where  the 
patient  complains  of  but  trifling  symptoms  ; and,  on  the  other 
hand,  when  the  stone  is  perfectly  smooth,  the  patient  suffers 
extreme  pain.  The  pain,  therefore,  depends  more  on  the  irri- 
tability of  the  bladder  and  the  constitution  of  the  patient, 
than  on  the  form  or  surface  of  the  stone ; cateris  paribus, 
however,  rough  stones  will  give  the  greatest  degree  of  pain. 

There  are  four  different  kinds  of  calculi,  when  chemically 
e.xamiued.  A very  nice  examination  may  lead  to  further  dis- 
coveries on  this  subject ; but  at  present  we  are  only  acquainted 
with  four  species.  The  first  is  the  uric  acid,  which  is  a com- 
nion,  but  not  the  most  common  form  of  calculus.  The  second 
is  the  triple  phosphate,  or  ammoniaco-magnesian  phosphate  ; 
the  third  .species  is  the  mulberry,  or  oxalate  of  lime,  an  ex- 
cellent specimen  of  which  occurred  the  other  day  in  the  boy 
at  the  other  hospital.  The  other  species  was  lately  discovered 
by  Dr.  Wollaston,  a most  admirable  chemist,  and  one  of  the 
first  philosophers  of  the  age,  who  developes  every  subject  to 
which  he  applies  his  active  and  powerful  mind,  with  an  ex- 
traordinary degree  of  minuteness  and  accuracy.  In  examin- 
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ine  the  different  calculi,  he  discovered  the  species  which  1 am 
now  mentioning,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  the  cystic 
oxide  With  respect  to  the  uric  acid,  it  is  distinguished  by 
concentric  lamella,  and  when  cut  has  the  colour  and  appear- 
ance of  wood.  (The  learned  professor  exhibited  a specimen 
to  the  class.)  It  is  soluble  in  alkalis,  and  alkaline  medicines 
are  therefore  commonly  recommended  for  this  kind  of  stone. 

'['he  second  species  is  composed  of  triple  phosphate,  or 
ammoniaco-magnesian  phosphate.  It  is  of  a greyish  white 
colour,  and  not  so  distinctly  laminated  as  the  uric  acid.  It  is 
not  soluble  in  alkalis,  but  it  is  acted  upon  by  the  acids;  on  the 
application  of  the  blow-pipe,  it  becomes  vitrihed.  It  is  acted 
upon  by  the  acids  but  not  in  any  considerable  degree  A 
quantity  of  matter  resembling  mortar,  which  is,  iii  fact,  he 
Lrooniaco-magnesian  phosphate,  is  generally  passed  from  the 
Sdder,  and  the  uriiie*^  is  highly  offensive.  I l^ent.on  ^r- 
ticularly  these  appearances,  because  this  stone  is  ^ 

liable  to  be  reproduced  after  the  operation  is  performed, 
ii  not  the  casE  with  the  uric  acid  stone.  I ^yIll  mention  a 
case  which  made  a strong  impression  on  me  in  earliei  life, 
showin«r  the  readiness  with  which  the  triple  phosphate  is  e- 
urodiiced  A gentleman  came  to  me  from  Southampton  w t 
KTn  his  bladder.  I operand  upon  and  removed  a 

triple  phosphate  calculus.  He  came  to  me  agam  twelve 
mo^nths  after,  with  symptoms  of  stone. 

distinctly  felt  a stone  , a consultation  was  had  upon  '"S  ease, 
aS  U was  deemed  advisable  that  the.  op-atmn  shou  d not^be 
nerfornied.  He  went  back  to  Southampton,  whe  , 
fering  e.itrcmfly  from  the  The  stone  was  of 

S nl'i.iitntl'e,  thlt  it  was  at 'rJtalTaftfr 
one  stone,  and  left  another  m " 'toTomplain 

the  second  ,Sth,  after,  and. 

of  symptoms  of  stone  , , calculi  as  far  as  I re- 

upon  examination  after  death,  -iviicn  1 nerceive  the  ap- 
collect,  were  '"JX-sSribedw  yin,  namely,  the  sobstance 

rcrmS^rta'cl'^h.  i 1.  in  f-  =“"3“^ 

phosphate,  1 IniiS 

the  operation.  Another  ca.e  ,„y  mind  at  this  moment, 

tion  of  the  triple  from  a gmitleman  who  came-  to 

I removed  a stone  of  this  k hegan  to  complain 

me  from  l.irerpool.  A »X;,^ZNonndi3n'i  I felt  thi  in- 
of  symptoms  of  stout,  * . J*  , -..icilons  coiicrrtions.  lie 

;Sre«r".™i;'"or.his',econd  fotma.ion  of  ealrnlns, 
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and  requested  himself  that  the  operation  might  be  again  per- 
formed. I performed  the  operation,  and  removed  a quantity 
of  tri|)le  pliosphate  mixed  with  a large  portion  of  coagulated 
blood.  He  recovered  also  from  this  operation,  but  before  he 
left  town  to  return  to  Liverpool  the  same  material  formed 
again  in  his  bladder;  I introduced  a ])air  of  forceps  for  the 
extraction  of  small  calculi,  and  extracted  eight  portions  of 
triple  phosphate  from  his  bladder.  Whenever  you  observe  the 
symptoms  of  triple  phosphate  calculus,  be  upon  your  guard 
against  performing  the  operation,  until  you  have  corrected  the 
disposition  to  its  reproduction  in  the  manner  which  1 shall 
l)olnt  out  to  you  when  I come  to  speak  of  the  medical  treat- 
ment applicable  to  calculous  affections.  The  mulberry  cal- 
culus, which  consists  of  oxalate  of  lime,  is,  to  a certain  degree, 
soluble  in  the  acids  ; it  will  be  proper,  therefore,  to  give  in 
these  cases  muriatic  or  sulphuric  acid  ; the  muriatic  acid  is 
generally  prefeired.  The  cystic  oxide  has  the  appearance  of 
brown  sugar  in  a state  of  crystallization  ; it  is  not  com])osed 
of  concentric  lamellar.  A stone  from  the  kidneys  has  been 
analyzed  by  Dr.  Marcct,  and  found  to  be  of  this  species,  but 
the  oirinion  once  entertained,  that  it  is  formed  in  the  bladder 
itself,  is  not  correct.  Mr.  Braude  has  analyzed  150  calculi,  in 
order  to  ascertain  the  relative  portion  of  materials  in  each 
species.  The  result  of  this  analysis,  as  far  as  my  memory 
bears  me  out,  was  as  follows  : — of  the  150  calculi,  sixteen 
were  uric  acid.  This  led  me  to  remark,  that  uric  acid  were 
not  the  most  common ; they  occur  in  the  proportion  of  sixteen 
in  150.  Forty-five  were  composed  of  uric  acid  in  consider- 
able quantity,  with  triple  phosphate  in  a smaller  proportion  ; 
uric  acid  plus,  and  triple  phosphate  minus.  Sixty-six  were 
composed  of  triple  phosphate  in  a larger,  and  uric  acid  in  a 
smaller  proportion;  triple  phosphate and  uric  acid 
Twelve  were  entirely  triple  phosphates ; five  were  composed 
of  uric  acid  with  a nucleus  of  the  phosphate  of  lime,  and  six 
were  mulberry  calculi. 

Of  150  calculi. 

The  analysis  stands  thus  : — 

16  ...  . were  uric  acid 

45  ...  . uric  acid  plus,  triple  phosphate  minus 

66  ...  . triple  phosphate  plus,  uric  acid  mifius 

12  ...  . triple  phosphate 

5 , uric  acid  with  a nucleus  of  phosphate  of 

lime 

6 . . . . mulberry  calculi 
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Witli  respect  to  the  medical  treatment  of  calculi,  when  a 
pei-son  says  to  me,  “ I think  I can  dissolve  a stone  by  some 
chemical  menstruum,”  my  features,  which  are  more  disposed 
to  the  risible  than  the  solemn,  are  apt  to  give  way  ; I generally 
smile.  The  menstrua  employed  for  the  purpose  of  dissolving 
stones  in  the  bladder,  undergo  so  much  alteration  before  they 
reach  the  cavity  of  the  bladder,  that  they  ran  have  very  little 
influence  on  a stone  which  is  already  formed.  Nay,  I can  tell 
you  more,  if  those  very  menstrua  be  injected  directly  on  the 
surface  of  a stone  existing  in  the  bladder,  the  stone  will  still 
remain  undissolved.  I witnessed  an  admirable  case  in  the 
other  hospital,  which  was  kept  for  a length  of  time  under  a 
dresser  of  mine,  who  was  very  chemically  disposed,  and  who 
thought  he  could  dissolve  the  stone  by  the  injection  of  the 
menstrua  best  adapted  for  that  purpose.  He  did  so  for  a long 
»ime,  and  taught  the  man  to  inject  these  menstrua  into  the 
bladder  himself.  I used  in  going  through  the  wards,  to  say 
to  this  man,  “Well,  are  you  any  better ?”  The  man  shook 
his  head.  After  a time,  however,  on  my  repeating  this  ques- 
tion, he  replied,  “ Yes,  Sir,  1 am  better.”  “ Oh,  you  are,” 
said  I,  “ iiow  does  that  happen.’”  “Why,  Sir,”  ssid  the 
man,  “ I have  learnt  to  inject  opium  into  my  bladder,  and 
this  gives  me  great  relief,  though  I cannot  say  that  any  thing 
I previously  tried  did  me  any  good.”  The  opium  tranquillized 
him  at  first,  but  after  a time  it  lost  its  influence,  and  this  man 
died  of  an  ulcerated  bladder.  The  whole  internal  surface  of 
the  bladder  was  ulcerated  and  covered  with  stalactites  of  triple 
phosphate.  So  much  for  injecting  menstrua  into  the  bladder 
with  a view  of  dissolving  the  stone  : still  less  influence  can 
those  menstrua  have  on  the  stone  when  taken  internally,  and 
altered  as  they  must  be  when  carried  through  the  circulation, 
and  passing  through  the  process  of  secretion  before  they  reach 
the  bladder.  But  though  medicines  cannot  dissolve  the  stone, 
they  will  do  good  by  diminishing  the  irritability  of  the  bladder. 
This  is  strongly  illustrated  by  the  following  case  : — Some 
years  ago  I happened  to  be  in  Norfolk,  at  a public  breakfast, 
when  Tasked  the  lady  of  a naval  oflicer,  how  it  happened  that 
the  admiral  was  not  there.  She  informed  me  that  he  was  very 
ill,  and  wished  me  to  call  upon  him.  1 found  him  lying  on 
his  sofa,  suffering  under  the  symptoms  of  stone,  and  upon  in- 
troducing a sound,  I chipped  off  a portion  of  calculus  which 
he  passed  a short  time  aftci’.  I sent  the  calculus  to  Dr.  Mar- 
cet,  who,  upon  analyzing  it,  found  it  to  be  of  the  nmlbeiry 
kind,  that  is,  oxalate  of  lime,  and  accordingly  advised  me  to 
order  the  patient  muriatic  acid.  I was  happy  to  take  the 
advice  of  Dr.  Marcet,  upon  whose  judgment  I had  the  fullest 
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reliance  ; but  the  patient  derived  no  benefit  from  the  muriatic 
acid,  and  1 therefore  advised  him  to  (akc  a drachm  of  tlie  sub- 
carbonate of  soda  four  times  a day.  A considerable  time 
after,  on  going  to  a consultation  on  the  case  of  the  Duke  of 
I’ortland,  at  which  Sir  Everard  Home  and  Dr.  Reynolds  were 
present,  Dr.  Reynolds  .said  to  me,  “So  yon  have  cured  Ad- 
miral   of  Ills  stone.”  I smiled,  and  observed  that  I 

had  removed  a good  many  stones,  but  that  I had  never  cured 
any  body  of  that  disease.  “ Why,”  .«-aid  Dr.  Reynolds,  “ Ad- 
miral   tells'me,  that  since  he  has  taken  a medicine  you 

recommended  to  him,  he  has  been  so  well,  that  he  has  been 
able  to  go  dowu  to  a Court  Martial;  ‘and  if,’  added  the 

Admiral,  ‘ you  can  find  me  a pretty  girl.  Doctor , why, 

I could  dance  down  five-and-twenty  couple  with  her,  (much 
laughtci).  ‘I  have  continued,’  said  the  Admiral,  ‘to  take 
a drachm  of  subcarbonate  of  soda  four  times  a day  ; though 
the  stone  falls  over  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  I no  longer  feel 
any  pain,  and  if  you  were  to  ask  me  now  to  submit  to  tlie 
operation,  I would  snap  my  fingers  at  you.’  ” It  appears, 
therefore,  tliat  though  medicines  cannot  dissolve  the  stone, 
they  may  lessen  the  irritability  of  the  bladder,  and  greatly 
mitigate  the  sufferings  of  the  patient.  The  soda  diminishes 
the  stimulating  influence  of  the  urine  ; it  may  also  coat  the 
surface  of  the  stone  ; if  it  do,  so  much  the  better. 

The  following  case  affords  a remarkable  instance  of  the  in- 
fluence of  the  acids  in  altering  the  character  of  calculi,  by 
acting  on  the  surface,  and  diminishing  irritability.  A gentle- 
man from  Biimingham  consulted  Dr.  Baillie  and  myself,  on 
account  of  his  passing  a large  quantity  of  triple  phosphate 
with  his  urine.  He  was  recommended  to  take  the  muriatic 
acid  ; and  three  days  after  he  had  taken  it,  the  triple  phos[ihate 
had  entirely  disappeared,  but  the  uric  acid  was  substituted  for 
it,  in  as  large  quantities  as  the  triple  phosphate.  As  long  as 
he  continued  to  take  the  muriatic  acid,  he  made  uric  acid  ; but 
when  he  left  it  off,  the  triple  phosphate  was  re-produced ; but 
whether  he  made  triple  i)hosphate  or  uric  acid,  there  was  no 
diminution  of  the  secretion  from  the  kidneys  in  point  of  quan- 
tity. The  acid.s,  therefore,  will  alter  the  character  of  the  cal- 
culus, by  acting  upon  its  surface  and  diminishing  irritability; 
but  they  have  no  jjower  of  dissolving  the  stone  in  the  bladder. 
This  gentleman  was  relieved  from  the  calculous  secretion  from 
the  kidneys,  by  attention  to  his  general  health,  and  not  by  any 
medicines  given  with  a view  to  the  calculus.  The  liquor 
pota.ssae  conjoined  with  opium  has  considerable  effect  in  di- 
minishing irritability;  and  it  should  be  given  for  some  time 
before  the  operation  for  stone.  This  medicine  has  a very  be- 
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iieficial  effect  in  children  who  have  stone  in  the  bladder,  and 
pass  a large  quantity  of  matter  ; it  will  remove  this  excessive 
secretion,  and  enable  you  afterwards  to  perform  the  operation 
with  success. 

Some  little  benefit  may  therefore  he  derived  from  medical 
treatment,  by  lessening  the  irritability  of  the  bladder  and  con- 
stitution, but  the  stone  will  remain,  and  surgery  alone  will  be 
the  ouly  effectual  means  by  which  the  sufferings  of  the  patient 
can  be  removed. 


Operation  of  Lithotomy. 

We  shall  now  proceed  to  speak  of  the  operation  for  stone, 
of  the  lateral  operation,  together  with  the  high  operation,  and 
shall  also  show  you  a forceps  for  removing  calculi  from  the 
bladder,  when  they  are  small,  without  having  recourse  to  any 
cutting  operation.  And  first  1 shall  describe  the  lateral  ope- 
ration ; I shall  not  perform  it  this  evening,  for  I don’t  know 
whether  there  is  a subject  or  not,  but  I shall  state  to  you  the 
circumstances  to  be  attended  to  before  the  operation,  give  you 
a description  of  the  instruments  required,  and  perform  the 
operation  on  the  next  evening., 

Tne  first  circumstance  to  consider  before  you  operate  for 
lithotomy,  is  whether  the  constitution  of  the  patient  is  in  a 
sound  state,  or  his  general  health  good.  He  who  practises 
surgery  must  know  that  if  an  operation  were  performed _ as 
soon  as  the  symptoms  of  stone  arise,  without  first  inquiring 
into  the  state  of  the  patient’s  constitution,  the  surgeon  would 
lose  a great  number  of  his  patients,  and  soon  injure  his  charac- 
ter ; there  is  no  operation  in  which  an  attention  to  the  con- 
stitution is  more  necessary  before  it  is  performed  than  that 
for  the  stone.  The  person  should  be  in  good  general  health  at 
the  time,  for  unless  he  is,  there  will  be  little  chance  of  success. 
Those  vvho  have  been  exposed  to  the  vicissitudes  (if  life  and  to 
iioverty,  and  have  been  obliged  to  labour  for  their  bread,  ge- 
nerally bear  the  operation  for  stone  well,  and  in  those  jiersons 
the  chance  of  success  is  considerably  greater  than  in  the  highei 
ranks  of  society,  and  those  you  usually  meet  with  in  jirivate 
practice.  Let  any  man  be  honest,  and  he  must  acknowledge 
that  in  hospital  practice  there  is  infinitely  more  su(:ccss  than 
in  private  practice  ; for  those  who  have  been  reaied  in  the  lap 
of  luxury,  and  have  drunk  freely,  if  submitted  to  an  operation 
for  stone,  frequently  die  from  it.  ’I’hereforc,  with  respect  to 
the  higher  orders  of  society,  unless  a surgeon  previously  stm  y 
the  constitution,  and  require  his  patients  to  live  dillerently 
from  what  they  have  been  accustomed,  he  will  injure  his  re- 
putation. and  lose  his  patients.  Lreat  advantage  wi  1 be  de- 
rived from  putting  a patient,  who  i.s  to  be  operated  on  for 
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stone,  on  vegetable  food  a short  time  beforehand ; it  is  not 
right  that  he  should  be  on  full,  or  animal  diet.  It  is  also  im- 
[iroper  to  operate  on  a patient  as  soon  as  he  is  admitted  into 
the  hospital ; the  surgeon  should  wait,  and  have  the  patient 
prepared  by  giving  him  vegetable  food,  and  also  sounding  him 
frequently  ; the  introduction  of  the  sound  accustoms  the  blad- 
der to  irritation,  and  when  it  has  been  done  pretty  often  before 
the  operation  is  performed,  the  p*tient  bears  it  infinitely  better 
than  when  he  lias  been  operated  on  without  it.  You  should 
also  inquire  whetlrer  there  is  any  local  disease  of  any  organ ; 
the  kidneys  sometimes  become  altered  when  there  is  stone  in 
the  bladder.  A man  came  to  Guy’s  hospital  having  a stone  in 
his  bladder.  1 sounded  him,  but  there  was  matter  on  the 
sound  when  I withdrew  it;  1 said  to  the  gentlemen  present, 
that  the  man  would  not  bear  the  operation,  and  on  that  ac- 
count postponed  it.  In  three  weeks  after  this  man  died,  and 
on  examining  the  body,  the  two  kidneys  were  found  in  oppo- 
site states  ; one  was  one-third  or  one-fourth  smaller  than 
natural,  and  the  other  was  double  its  original  size  ; they  are 
both  preserved  in  the  museum  over  the  way.  The  patient 
would  have  died  if  I had  performed  the  operation  on  him, 
from  the  disease  of  the  kidneys,  and  then  I should  have  had 
the  discredit  of  killing  him.  If  the  bladder  is  ulcerated  do 
not  perform  the  operation  on  any  account,  for  it  will  not  be 
successful.  But  especially  never  submit  a patient  to  the  ope- 
ration for  stone,  if  there  be  the  slightest  affection  of  the  chest — 
the  least  difficulty  of  breathing — any  sign  of  asthma,  or  any 
irregularity  of  circulation.  No  person  who  has  any  regard  for 
the  safety  of  his  patient,  or  his  own  reputation  as  a surgeon, 
will  ever  operate  for  stone,  unless  the  chest  be  free  from  all 
complaint.  You  hear  of  one  surgeon  being  exceedingly  suc- 
cessful in  the  operation  for  stone,  and  of  another  less  so.  The 
cause  of  it  is  this,  the  one  is  careful  to  select  his  cases ; he 
puts  aside  all  those  who  have  any  other  affection,  and  tells 
them  to  wait,  and  only  submits  those  to  the  operation  who  are 
free  from  any  other  disease.  This  is  judgment,  and  it  is  right : 
unless  the  patient  is  suffering  exceedingly  from  the  stone,  you 
sliould  not  operate  until  he  is  free  from  every  other  complaint. 

As  to  the  age  at  which  the  operation  may  be  performed  : — 
some  say,  when  a man  advanced  in  years  has  a stone,  that  he 
is  too  old  to  undergo  an  operation,  and  the  patient  himself 
often  says  that  he  is  too  old  ; but  this  is  not  the  case,  and  age 
is  not  an  objection  to  its  being  performed.  The  time  of  life 
vyhich  is  best  fitted  for  this  operation  is  about  sixty-one  or 
sixty-two,  and  at  this  period  a great  number  of  cases  occur. 
Alter  the  age  of  twenty  the  danger  of  the  operation  increases, 
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but  between  sixty  and  sixty-three  more  cases  recover  than  at 
any  other  period  ; at  least  this  is  what  I have  seen.  If  a pa- 
tient is  loaded  with  fat,  there  is  always  danger  from  peritoneal 
inflammation.  As  to  advanced  age,  Mr.  Cline,  sen.,  has  ope- 
rated on  a patient  eighty-two  years  of  age ; Mr.  Attenburrow, 
of  Nottingham,  has  operated  on  a person  of  eighty-six.  1 
have  operated  on  a patient  of  seventy-six,  but  never  on  one 
older  ; this  patient  lived  twelve  years  afterwards,  and  died  at 
the  age  of  eighty-eight ; therefore,  old  age  is  not  an  objection 
to  the  operation,  unless  there  is  an  enlargement  of  the  prostate, 
when  you  must  not  operate.  With  respect  to  the  very  young, 
they  are  in  considerable  danger  from  the  operation.  1 mean 
children  before  they  are  four  years  old.  After  four  tliey  ac- 
quire strength,  and  the  irritability  of  the  constitution  is  much 
lessened  ; under  this  age  convulsions  frequently  come  on  after 
the  operation  ; and  in  three  days  the  children  often  die,  more 
especially  if  they  have  lost  much  blood  at  the  time  of  the 
operation.  I have  operated  on  a child  of  one  year  and  nine 
months,  and  it  has  recovered  ; but  very  often  indeed  do  con- 
vulsions come  on  after  the  operation  for  stone  in  the  very 
young,  which  in  most  cases  terminate  existence.  With  re- 
gard to  the  success  of  the  stone  operation,  it  is  quite  certain, 
if  the  accounts  published  be  correct,  that  the  success  lately 
has  not  been  so  great  as  it  used  to  be.  Of  Cheselden’s  ope- 
rations, if  1 recollect  right,  only  four  in  fifty-six  failed.  Mr. 
Martineau,  of  Norwich,  has  operated  for  stone  with  most  ex- 
traordinary success.  He  has  published  a paper  in  the  Medico- 
Chirurgical  Transactions,  which  is  vvell  deserving  your  at- 
tention ; no  surgeon  in  London,  I am  certain,  can  boast  of 
.similar  success.  The  degree  of  success  which  is  considered 
the  most  correct,  is  tliat  taken  from  the  result  of  the  cases  at 
the  Norfolk  and  Norwich  hospital.  When  I was  there,  there 
were  between  two  and  three  hundred  cases  registered  ; all  the 
c'alculi  were  preserved,  together  with  an  account  of  the  dif- 
ferent operations  performed  for  the^  removal  of  each,  and  I 
then  took  an  opportunity  of  ascertaining  what  vyas  the  lesult 
of  these  ca.'‘es.  Since  that  time  a more  detailed  account  has 
been  given  by  the  late  Dr.  Marcct,  in  his  work  oii  calculi,  f.  oni 
which  it  appears  tliat  two  in  fifteen  died.  Well,  gentlenien, 
this  is  the  result  of  the  practice  at  the  Norwich  and  Norfolk 
hospital.  Although  I stated  to  you  just  now  the  result  of  the 
practice  of  two  individuals  (Cheselden  and  Mr.  Martineau) , 
take  care  how  you  draw  any  deduction  from  particular  cases. 
I,  and  many  others  also,  have,  for  a length  ot  time  met  with 
extraordinary  success  in  oiicratiiig  for  the  stone,  when  four  or 
five  unsuccessful  cases  in  succession  have  conic,  which  have 
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generally  brought  the  result  to  the  amount  I mentioned,  viz., 
that  two  out  of  fifteen  die.  I should  say,  when  it  is  stated  that 
one  in  twelve  only  died  formerly,  what  operator  now  is  more 
successful  than  this  with  the  greatest  care,  even  with  a selec- 
tion of  his  cases,  and  with  a veryextensive  experience } Patient.s 
should  not  be  sent  away  from  the  hospitals  before  they  are 
(juite  well,  for  if  they  are,  and  they  die,  then  the  death  of  the 
)>atient  is  attributed  to  the  operation. 

Instruments  used  in  Lithotomy. 

What  you  require  for  the  operation  is  a table,  about  two 
feet  six  inches  high,  and  bandages  to  fasten  the  hands  to  the 
feet,  and  to  draw  the  knees  towards  the  body  ; you  should 
give  the  patient  an  injection  the  day  before  the  operation,  and 
the  rectum  should  be  completely  emptied,  otherwise  it  will  be 
in  danger  of  being  opened  in  the  operation. 

'I'he  first  instrument  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  consider  is 
the  sound  ; this  sliould  be  of  a large  size.  'I'he  sound,  how- 
ever, should  be  fitted  to  the  size  of  the  urethra ; for  if  a small 
sound  be  used  in  a large  urethra,  or  a large  sound  in  a small 
one,  the  stone  will  very  often  escape  being  felt.  You  should 
.sound  the  bladder,  both  when  it  is  full  and  when  empty. 
When  a person  cpines  to  me  with  symptoms  of  stone,  1 order 
him  to  lie  on  some  chairs,  and  sound  him ; but  if  I cannot 
discover  a stone,  I then  ask  him  how  long  it  is  since  he  had' 
made  water  ; if  he  says  an  hour  or  two,  I direct  him  to 
void  his  urine  ; and  it  has  frequently  happened  that  I have  felt 
a stone,  as  the  water  was  discharging,  when  1 had  not  been 
able  to  do  it  before.  In  these  cases  1 use  a catheter,  putting 
my  finger  over  the  orifice,  and  moving  the  instrument  across 
the  bladder;  if  the  stone  is  not  to  be  felt,  I take  away  my 
finger,  and  then  it  frequently  happens  that,  as  the  urine 
escapes,  the  stone  strikes  against  it.  Now,  gentlemen,  if  a 
person  says  that  a stone  may  be  readily  felt  when  it  is  in  the 
bladder,  I would  ask  any  surgeon,  who  has  had  the  least  ex- 
perience, to  confess  honestly  whether  he  has  not  sounded  a 
patient  for  stone,  and  has  been  unable  to  find  one,  when  an- 
other surgeon  has  detected  it  in  a moment.  It  happened  to 
myself— it  happens  to  all.  A patient  came  to  me  who  had 
been  sounded  twice  by  as  good  a mechanical  surgeon  as  any  I 
know  in  London  (though,  by  the  by,  a mechanical  surgeon  is 
only  half  a surgeon),  and  the  stone  had  escaped  his  observa- 
tion, yet,  on  introducing  the  sound,  I immediately  felt  it.  If 
there  is  an  enlargement  of  the  prostate,  the  point  of  the  sound 
frequently  strikes  against  it,  or  passes  over  it,  and  in  those 
cases  the  stone  commonly  escapes  being  felt. 

The  next  instrument  required  is  the  staff,  and  this  should  be 
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as  large  as  the  patient  can  admit;  let  the  groove  be  large  and 
deep,  which  will  lessen  the  danger  of  the  knife  or  gorget 
slipping  in  its  passage  to  the  bladder : the  larger  the  groove 
the  safer  it  will  be.  Tlie  staff  should  be  a little  more  curved 
than  the  sound,  and  it  will  then  serve  as  a director  for  the 
knife:  for  if  it  is  not,  you  will  be  obliged  to  lower  the  in- 
strument you  are  going  to  introduce,  in  order  that  it  may 
reach  the  bladder.  When  you  are  about  to  cut  a patient  for 
stone,  let  the  staff  rest  on  the  stone,  and  I will  tell  you  why  : I 
have  seen  too  many  instances  where  the  gorget  has  not  entered 
the  bladder,  and  this  has  arisen  from  the  staff  not  being  in  the 
bladder,  but  resting  on  the  prostate,  by  which  means  the  gor- 
get has  slipped,  and  passed  between  the  bladder  and  rectum. 
The  staff  should  be  held  perpendicularly,  and  should  rest  on 
the  stone ; then,  when  the  gorget  is  introduced  into  the 
groove,  it  goes  co  the  stone,  and  the  forceps  may  be  passed 
directly  to  the  spot  where  it  is.  1 again  repeat,  never  let  the 
staff  rest  on  the  prostate  gland,  but  on  the  stone. 


LECTURE  XL. 


Operation  of  Lithotomy. 

I began,  gentlemen,  towards  the  conclusion  of  the  last  lec- 
ture, to  describe  to  you  the  instruments  required  to  perform 
the  operation  of  lithotomy.  I stated  to  you  the  manner  in 
which  the  bladder  should  be  sounded,  both  as  regarded  its  full 
and  empty  state,  and  that  a stone  could  often  be  detected  in 
one  of  those  conditions  when  not  in  the  other.  1 told  you  not 
to  use  too  large  or  too  small  a sound,  and  e.vplained  the  rea- 
sons for  such  instruction.  In  alluding  to  the  staff,  I particu- 
larly advised  you  to  employ  one  having  a deep  groove,  whereby 
the  danger  of  the  knife  or  gorget  slipping  is  materially  guarded 
against.  You  were  likewise  instructed,  when  performing  the 
operation  of  lithotomy,  to  let  the  staff  rest  on  the  s^nc.  1 
have  several  times  known  wheie  this  maxim  had  not  been  at- 
tended to,  that  the  gorget  has  not  entered  the  blaildei,  and  it 
arose  from  the  circumstance  of  the  stall  having  been  pcimitted 

to  rest  on  the  prostate  gland.  . , , . . i 

When  you  sound  a man  for  stone,  I would  advise  you  to  be 
on  your  guard  as  to  any  queries  respecting  what  you  have  dis- 
covered. Let  your  answers  be  rather  equivocal  and  evasive 
than  otherwise,  for  by  a decisive  an.swer  cither  in  the  alhrma- 
tive  or  negative,  your  reputation  may  receive  iinmeiited 
The  reason  why  you  should  be  thus  cautious,  after  wlmt  1 
stated  to  you  in  my  last,  must  be  sufficiently  obvious,  viz.,  fro:.- 
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the  well  kuowu  fact,  that  a calculus  may  be  detected  by  the 
sound  at  one  time  and  not  at  another ; so  that,  after  an  ex* 
amination,  were  you  positively  to  tell  a person  that  he  had  not 
a stone  in  his  bladder,  and  upon  being  sounded  the  following 
day  by  another  surgeon  he  was  as  positively  assured  to  the 
contrary,  if  it  should  prove  in  the  sequel  that  you  were  wrong, 
the  patient  would  lose  all  confidence  in  you,  entertain  opinions 
unfavourable  to  your  professional  talents,  and  report  you  to 
his  friends  accordingly.  He  therefore  on  your  guard. 

In  the  lateral  operation  of  lithotomy,  you  arc  to  begin  your 
incision  a little  on  the  left  side  of  the  raphe,  immediately 
below  the  symphysis  pubis,  and  carry  it  obliquely  downwards 
and  outwards  to  midway  between  the  anus  and  tuberosity  of 
the  ischium  and  the  termination  of  the  incision  should  be 
opposite  the  centre  of  the  anus.  Hefore  you  commence  the 
incision,  you  should  draw  aside  the  raphe  towards  the  ramus 
of  the  isciiium  on  the  right  side.  Never  begin  an  operation 
without  having  first  rellected  well  on  what  you  are  going  to  do  ; 
aud  in  making  incisions  through  the  skin,  you  should,  before 
you  apply  the  knife,  marie  out  with  your  eye  the  course  which 
such  incisions  should  take,  and  the  precise  point  where  they 
should  terminate.  Well,  then,  the  first  cut  through  the  .skin, 
made  in  the  direction  just  mentioned,  penetrates  tlie  skin  and 
cellular  substance,  and  lays  bare  the  accelerator  uriuae  ; you 
then,  with  the  fingers  of  your  left  hand,  push  or  draw  the  bulb 
of  the  penis  under  the  ramus  of  the  ischium  on  the  right  side, 
so  that  the  next  incision  will  pass  betw'een  the  bulb  and  crus 
penis  of  the  left  side ; there  is  no  necessity  in  reality  for  cut- 
ting the  bulb,  and  it  should  therefore  be  avoided  ; well,  carry- 
ing your  knife  forward  between  the  bulb  and  crus,  you  divide 
the  accelerator  urina;,  and  this  you  should  do  completely,  for 
if  you  permit  any  portion  of  its  fibres  to  remain  undivided, 
particularly  at  the  upper  part,  if  the  stone  should  be  at  all 
large,  you  would  find  that  tlicir  contractions  would  very  much 
increase  the  difliculty  of  withdrawing  the  stone;  as  soon  as 
the  accelerator  uriuai  has  been  cut  through,  you  expose  the 
transverse  perinei ; you  are  then  to  feel  for  the  groove  of  the 
staff  with  the  nail  of  the  index  finger  of  the  left  hand,  and 
having  fully  satisfied  yourself  of  its  situation,  you  are  to  cut 
into  it  through  the  membranous  part  of  the  urethra  by  means 
of  the  same  scalpel  with  which  you  made  the  other  incisiems  ; 
and  then,  fixing  the  beak  of  the  gorget  in  the  groove  of  the 
staff,  you  are  to  bring  down  towards  you  the  handle  of  the 
latter  instrument,  while  at  the  same  moment  yon  push  the 
gorget  into  the  bladder,  with  its  point  directed  upward.s,  aitd 
its  handle  of  course  somewhat  depressed.  1 give  you  this  last 
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direction  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  dreadful  accident 
of  the  gorget  slipping  and  passing  between  the  bladder  and 
rectum,  instead  of  its  entering  the  former  viscus  : I shall  say 
more  of  this  unfortunate  occurrence  presently,  and  will  now 
proceed  to  describe  the  gorget  and  knife. 

Gorget. — The  gorget  which  was  first  employed  in  the  ope- 
ration of  lithotomy,  had  no  cutting  edge,  (here  the  learned 
professor  exhibited  it  to  the  students,  as  he  likewise  did  every 
instrument  which  he  described  in  the  course  of  the  lecture,) 
as  you  perceive,  and  this  instrument  has  one  very  great  advan- 
tage over  the  cutting  gorget,  viz.,  its  use  does  not  endanger  the 
life  of  the  patient  from  hemorrhage,  which,  certainly,  is  a most 
important  consideration;  for  no  man  who  has  practised  much 
can  say,  if  he  speak  honestly  and  truly,  that  persons  do  not 
sometimes  die  of  bleeding  after  the  operation  of  lithotomy. 
When  the  cutting  gorget,  as  it  sometimes  does,  divides  the  in- 
ternal pudendal  artery,  if  that  misfortune  be  not  attended  to, 
the  life  of  the  patient  becomes  endangered  from  the  chance 
of  excessive  hemorrhage.  The  blunt  gorget  had,  however,  a 
counteracting  disadvantage  of  so  much  consequence  that  its 
employment  has  been  long  since  relinquished  ; it  was  the  im- 
possibility of  making  an  opening  sullicieutly  large  for  the 
removal  of  a stone  of  even  inconsiderable  magnitude.  Che- 
seldeu,  whose  success  was  so  great,  was  in  the  habit  of  cutting 
into  tlie  bladder  witli  a knife.  In  consequence  of  the  very 
great  reputation  which  Mr.  Martineau,  of  Norwich,  has  ac- 
quired for  his  lithotomy  operations,  1 wrote  to  him,  and  re- 
quested the  favour  of  a description  of  his  instruments;  in  the 
account  however,  which  he  was  so  kind  as  to  send  me,  it  did 
not  appear  tliat  they  differed  from  those  in  common  practice. 
Depend  upon  it,  gentlemen,  that  little  deviations  in  instru- 
ments are  over  rated  and  over-valued.  The  success  of  sur- 
gical operations  arises  rather  from  the  manner  in  which  the 
operations  are  conducted,  than  from  any  insignificant  pecu- 
liarity, which  the  instrument  may  possess.  '1  hose  surgeons 
who  are  ever  constructing  new  instruments  and  altering  old 
ones,  you  may  rely  upon  it,  are  deficient  here  (the  learned 
lecturer  touched  his  forehead)  — [a  laugh]  ; such  individuals 
appear  rather  to  be  surgicul  instrument  - maker e than  scientific 
surgeons ; and  in  their  ridiculous  inventions  betiaya  littleness 
of  mind,  which  proves  them  tej  be  totally  inca[)able  of  achiev- 
ing any  thing  that  is  im|)ortant  — any  thing  that  can  add  to  oiu 
store  of  useful  knowledge.  'I’hc  less  complicated  your  instru- 
ments are,  and  the  fewer  you  einploy,  so  much  the  bettei  ; 
your  operation."*  will  be  executed  with  greater  ease  and  expert- 
ness, and  wilt  [U'ove  much  more  successful  in  their  issue. 
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Sir  Caesar  Hawkins  added  to  the  hlunt  gorget  its  cutting 
edge  ; this  was  certainly  an  iinproveniciit ; but  if  the  instni- 
nient  be  too  wide  at  the  part  wliere  the  prostate  and  bladder 
are  divided,  the  internal  pudendal  artery  will  be  in  great 
danger  of  being  divided,  and  this  is  an  accident  which  you 
cannot  too  sedulously  avoid. 

The  gorget  that  I am  in  the  habit  of  using  has  its  cutting 
edge  continued  imly  part  of  the  way  back,  in  consequence  of 
which,  I know  the  exact  size  of  the  opening  that  is  made  into 
the  bladder,  and  if  is  an  effectual  safeguard  against  wounding 
the  above  artery.  In  using  the  gorget,  great  attention  should 
be  obseivedto  prevent  its  slipping  between  the  bladder  and 
rectum  ; it  is  !i  most  horrible  accident,  and  most  horrible  in 
its  consequences.  In  mentioning  cases,  gentlemen,  in  this 
theatre,  I wish  you  distinctly  to  understand,  that  I never  refer 
iny  remarks  to  any  particular  case,  unless  1 especially  direct 
your  attention  to  it,  when  my  meaning  cannot  of  cotirse  be 
misinterpreted.  I am  induced  to  make  these  observations  at 
the  present  moment  from  a feeling  that,  by  possibility,  my 
words  may  be  misapplied,  and  that,  while  alluding  to  the  un- 
fortunate occurrence  of  the  gorget  slippiuir  between  the  blad- 
der and  rectum,  that  you  may  have  imagined  1 was  directing 
your  notice  towards  the  late  unfortunate  operation  at  Guy’s, 
where  the  prostate  was  so  enlarged  that  the  stone  could  not  he 
removed,  and  where  it  was  supposed  at  the  time  that  the  gor- 
get had  not  entered  the  bladder.  'I’he  gentleman  who  per- 
formed that  operation  was  ever  most  anxious  to  discharge  his 
duty  with  ardour  and  with  zeal  ; his  honourable  conduct,  and 
gentlemanly  deportment,  caused  him  to  be  sincerely  esteemed 
and  respected  by  his  colleagues,  and  his  resignation,  from  ill 
health,  to  be  deeply  regretted  by  his  brother  surgeons. 

If  I were  to  be  asked  how  many  times  J had  known  the  ac- 
cident of  the  gorget’s  slipping  and  passing  between  the  bladder 
and  rectum  hapiren,  I .should  say  at  least  a dozen,  and  iu  each 
case  the  most  lamentable  and  fatal  con.^equenccs  ensued  ; for 
the  oj)erator  lays  hold  of  the  stone,  bladder,  and  all ; tiic  for- 
ceps slip,  he  lays  hold  of  the  stone  again  enclosed  in  the 
bladder,  in  the  same  manner,  and  thus  continues  to  pull, 
bruise,  and  draw  the  bladder,  till  at  length  the  patient  is  car- 
ried back  to  his  bed  without  the  extraction  of  the  stone. 
Violent  inilammatlon  supervenes  from  the  violent  bruising 
which  the  bladder  receives,  and  in  a few  days  the  ,jerson  is  ho 
more. 

This  untoward  circumstance  mav  be  easily  avoided,  if  you 
will  be  always  sufficiently  guarded  to  cut  with  your  knife  into 
the  groove  of  the  staff,  then  put  your  index  fiuger  nail  into 
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the  groove,  and  keep  it  there  until  you  feel  its  situation  oc- 
cupied by  the  beak  of  the  gorget;  be  sure  not  to  withdraw 
your  finger  until  you  are  satisfied  of  this  fact.  Well,  having 
placed  the  beak  of  the  gorget  in  the  groove,  take  hold  of  the 
handle  of  the  staff  in  your  left  hand,  and  bring  it  towards  you  ; 
at  the  same  time  depress  the  staff  so  as  to  keep  it  decidedly 
within  the  bladder;  when  you  bring  forward  and  depress  the 
handle  of  the  staff,  that  is  the  moment  for  thrusting  in  the 
gorget,  and  this  should  be  done  in  a direction  upwards.  Hav- 
ing satisfied  yourselves  that  the  gorget  is  in  the  bladder,  with- 
draw the  staff,  and  then  along  the  h(>llow  of  the  gorget  intro- 
duce the  forceps  ; be  particularly  cautious  when  you  are  intro- 
ducing the  forceps  not  to  let  the  gorget  recede,  and  so  get  out 
of  the  bladder  ; this  frequently  hap[)ens,  and  I will  presently 
tell  in  what  manner  : it  is  a very  awkward  accident,  and  often 
leads  to  a great  deal  of  difficulty  in  coinfdeting  the  latter  part 
of  the  oi)eratioii.  I will  now  explain  the  mode  in  which  it 
takes  place.  When  the  gorget  is  in  the  bladder,  and  yon  at- 
tempt to  pass  the  forceps  along  its  concave  surface,  their  jioint 
becomes  opposed  by  the  prostate  gland,  and  in  using  a little 
requisite  force  to  get  them  into  the  bladder,  if  you  are  not  very 
careful,  the  gorget  will  be  withdrawn  ; the  force|)s,  conse- 
quently, will  not  enter  the  bladder,  and  the  stone,  together 
with  the  bladder,  will  be  embraced  by  the  blades  of  the  forceps 
in  the  distressing  manner  just  now  explained  to  you. 

If,  upon  introducing  the  gorget,  considerable  hemorrhage 
should  arise,  after  the  stone  has  been  e.xtracted,  it  may  be 
checked,  and  entirely  stopped,  by  keeping  the  patient  cool,  and 
by  plugging  the  wound  with  sponge  or  lint;  while  there  is  any 
bleeding  it  would  be  highly  impolitic  to  place  the  person  in  a 
warm  bed,  as  the  increased  temperature  would  necessarily 
augment  the  disposition  to  hemorrhage.  Do  not  apply  liga- 
tures to  the  vessels  on  account  of  these  bleedings,  as  they 
often,  under  such  circumstances,  give  rise  to  slougbings;  you 
should  not  quit  tlie  patient  until  the  fiovv  ot  blood  has  ceased. 
If,  therefore,  you  treat  these  bleedings  properly  in  the  manner 
now  described  to  you,  they  will  not  be  attended  with  danger 
to  life  from  loss  of  blood,  as  the  hemorrhage  can  be  easily 
checked  by  keeping  the  body  cool,  and  by  introducing  into  the 

wound  a quantity  of  lint  or  sponge.  1 1 i 

Well,  tho  gorget  having  been  pushed  into  the  bladder,  the 
ne.xt  step  will  be  to  pass  in  the  force[)s;  in  doing  this  lemeiii- 
her  what  I told  yon  a few  minutes  since  respecting  the  re- 
sistance of  the  prostate  and  the  occasional  escape  of  tlie  gorget 
from  the  bladder  before  the  force[)s  are  in  its  cavity.  Hetorc 
withdrawing  the  gorget  you  should  strike  the  stone  with  the 
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forceps,  which  act  will  dispel  all  doubt  as  to  their  not  haviiis' 
entered  the  bladder. 

Forceps. — 'J'he  ordinary  lithotomy  forceps  have  their  bend, 
or  joint,  two-thirds  of  their  way  forward.  If  the  stone  should 
break,  you  are  then  to  use  flat  forceps.  Jf  it  be  a soft  stone, 
or  a number  of  small  ones,  you  may  employ  the  scoop  or 
crotchet.  Having  passed  in  this  last  instrument,  and  carried 
its  point  a litle  beyond  the  stone,  you  then  pass  in  your  finger 
to  the  farthest  extremity  of  the  instrument ; the  stone  is  then 
lodged  between  the'point  of  the  crotchet  and  your  finger  in  the 
same  way  as  it  would  have  been  between  the  blades  of  the 
forceps,  had  they  been  used.  Well,  so  much  for  the  operation 
of  lithotomy,  as  performed  with  the  gorget.  Now  then  for 
that  by  the  knife. 

I do  not  like  this  instrument  for  the  operation  so  well  as  I 
do  the  gorget,  and  I shall  presently  tell  you  why. 

Another  instrument  for  dividing  the  prostate  and  bladder 
has  of  late  been  used  with  success,  iti  the  lateral  operation  of 
lithotomy,  it  is  called  the  bistourie  cacMe ; it  was  invented  by 
Cosine,  a Ki'ench  surgeon,  about  one  hundred  years  since;  it 
consists  of  a knife,  enclosed  in  a sheath,  which,  after  being 
introduced  into  the  bladder,  and,  turned  with  its  edge  down- 
wards and  outwards,  cuts  its  way  out  when  withdrawn. 

I was  myself  for  some  years  in  the  habit  of  using  a straight 
scalpel,  the  same  kind  of  instrument  as  you  have  lately  seen 
Mr. Tyrrell  operate  within  this  hospital.  Mr. Thomas  Blizard 
is  said  to  liave  improved  this  instrument  by  making  its  blade 
longer  and  more  narrow ; it  may  be  an  alteration  for  the 
better,  for  aught  I know  to  the  contrary,  for  I am  never  .so 
wedded  to  any  thing  of  my  own  as  not  to  be  fully  aware  that 
other  people's  productions  may  be  far  superior. 

Now,  that  young  people  may  be  readily  and  successfully  cut 
with  a knife,  lean  fully  testify  ; for,  without  vanity,  I may  say 
that  my  experience  in  the  operation  has  been  considerable  : I 
have  myself  cut  twenty-four  individuals  for  the  stone  in  the 
course  of  one  year,  partly  in  private,  and  partly  in  hospital 
practice  ; have  used  both  the  knife  and  gorget  pretty  exten- 
sively; and  I should  hold  myself  exceedingly  culpable  if  I did 
not  fairly  and  candidly  communicate  to  you  the  unalloyed  opi- 
nions which  I now  entertain.  Well  then,  gentlemen,  I can  tell 
you  that  the  knife  maybe  advantageously  employed  in  children 
— in  fact,  you  may  cut  a child  with  any  thing,  but  not  so  old 
persons,  in  whom  the  prostate  and  bladder  are  often  diseased, 
and  all  the  parts  extremely  rigid  : thus,  upon  such  a prostate 
and  bladder  the  knife  makes  scarcely  any  impression,  and  the 
opening  through  the  prostate  is  exceedingly  small ; while,  on 
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the  coutrary,  the  external  wound  will  be  of  considerable  size, 
which  may  be  accounted  for  from  the  obvious  tact,  that  the 
force  is  greater  near  to  the  hand  than  at  the  point  of  the  in- 
«trument,  which  is  much  farther  from  the  moving  power ; you 
will  consequently  find,  when  you  are  performing  the  operation 
of  lithotomy  with  the  knife  in  old  persons  having  diseased 
prostate  and  rigid  bladder,  that  you  will  not  be  enabled  to 
make  an  opening  sufficient  to  admit  of  the  calculus  being  ex- 
tracted with  that  freedom  which  every  scientific  surgeon  knows 
to  be  prudent.  The  danger  in  the  operation  consists  in  bruis- 
ing the  parts,  and  not  in  cutting  them.  Again,  in  deep  perinei, 
when  operating  with  the  knife,  you  often  think  that  the  in- 
strument has  completely  entered  the  bladder,  when,  probably, 
its  point  has  .scarcely  reached  the  verumontanum  ; you  are  at 
a loss — are  quite  at  sea — and  cannot  tell  whether  it  has  enter- 
ed the  bladder  or  not. 

Well,  gentlemen,  the  result  of  my  experience  has  convinced 
me  that,  in  old  persons,  the  knife  is  not  so  good  an  instrument 
as  either  thegorget  or  the  bistourie  cachde;  but  in  young  people 
it  may  be  used  with  perfect  safety.  I speak  from  what  I have 
observed,  and  therefore  speak  confidently.  I relinquished  the 
use  of  the  knife  in  the  adult  and  old  persons,  because  it  did 
not  succeed  ; and  I feel  perfectly  satisfied,  if  at  the  commence- 
ment of  your  career  you  should  indiscriminately  employ  it, 
that  in  the  end,  like  me,  you  will  discontinue  its  use  in 
grown  persons,  and  adopt  it  only  in  operations  for  children. 

Difficulties  in  the  Operation. 

A large  calculus  is  a most  serious  obstacle  to  both  the  per- 
formance and  success  of  lithotomy  ; it  is  a difficulty  of  a hor- 
rible nature ; and  in  consequence  of  the  bruise  which  the  neck 
of  the  bladder  receives  from  the  force  necessary  to  be^  em- 
ployed in  its  removal  generally  proves  mortal.  There  is  no 
comparison  in  the  danger  arising  from  a number  of  small 
stones,  compared  with  one  large  one  : the  small  stones,  if  you 
are  careful,  can  all  be  removed  without  doing  any  violence  to 
the  parts  ; but  with  a large  one  this  is  impossible. 

Large  stones,  when  connected  with  enlarged  prostates, 
present  difficulties  much  greater  than  when^  the  gland  is  in  a 
healthy  condition.  Here  (handing  the  specimen  to  a .student) 
i.s  a preparation  in  which  you  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
the  state  of  the  parts  under  these  circumstances.  Operations  on 
such  |)atients  are  dangerous  to  the  last  degree  ; it  is  scaicely 
pos.sible  that  they  can  recover  from  them;  and  the  suigeon 
often  falls  into  disrepute,  most  unde.servedly,  who  happens  to 
liave  the  misfortune  to  meet  with  such  cases.  Some  jiracti- 
tioners  tell  you  that  these  cases  would  be  successful  if  they  were 
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properly  tiTated.  These  men  are  either  fools  or  imposters,  and 
the  sooner  they  are  lacked  out  of  the  profession  the  better. 
Snell  men  pretend  to  uniform  success,  which  claim,  which 
liretension,  to  practitioners  of  experience  and  to  men  of  ho- 
nour, is  only  an  exposure  of  their  want  of  candour,  and  utter 
disregard  of  truth.  1 can  assure  you,  gentlemen,  that  you  will 
be  sometimes  successful,  and  sometimes  not ; only  take  care  to 
study  your  profession  with  as.siduity — to  di.scharge  its  duties 
with  fidelity — the  taunts  of  your  enemies  will  not  then  annoy 
you,  and  your  mitrds  will  be  free  from  self  reproach.  That 
which  I teach  you  1 know  to  be  really  true ; I am  no  speculator ; 
my  arguments  are  the  superstructure  of  facts;  my  deductions 
are  from  cases  and  occurrences  which  I have  myself  observed. 

In  the  faithful  discharge  of  my  duty  in  this  theatre  I am  com- 
pelled to  mention  unfortunate  as  well  as  fortunate  cases.  1 
sometimes  praise  and  sometimes  censure  ; but  in  neither  do  1 
ever  e.xceed  that  boundary  which  would  be  incompatible  with 
my  own  honour  or  your  improvement.  In  detailing  to  you  the 
errors  into  which  surgeons  have  fallen,  1 execute  a very  un- 
pleasant task — a task  much  more  disagreeable  now,  from  the 
publicity  which  my  lectures  receive,  than  at  any  former  pe- 
riod ; but,  as  your  pilot,  it  is  my  imperative  obligation  to  warn 
you  against  those  shoals  and  rocks  which  have  foundered  but 
too  many  of  your  predecessors.  He  who  publishes  the  lec- 
tures, however,  cannot  be  too  particular  in  his  discretion  with 
regard  to  publishing  names,  when  those  names  are  blended, 
as  they  sometimes  are,  with  unfortunate  cases. 

I shall  now  proceed  to  show  you  the  lateral  operation,  as 
performed  with  the  gorget  and  knife,  and  will  also  show  you 
the  high  operation  above  the  pubes,  as  lately  |)erfornied  at  St. 
George’s  Hospital.  [A  subject  was  now  brought  forward,  and 
the  legs  having  been  placed  in  the  proper  position,  the  learned 
lecturer  said,]  Now  then  for  the  lateral  mode;  I will  perform  it 
first  with  the  knife,  and  then  with  the  gorget.  [The  lecturer 
now  went  through  both  operations  according  to  the  detail  given 
in  the  course  of  this  lecture  ; he  demonstrated  most  carefully  ' 
each  part  to  the  students  as  he  proceeded,  and  thus  addressed 
them.]  The  staff  now  re.sting  on  the  stone,  I begin  by  making 
an  incision  in  the  left  side  of  the  perinaeum,  commeucing  at 
the  symphysis  pubis,  and  carrying  it  downwards  and  outwards 
to  midway  between  the  anus  and  tuberosity  of  the  ischium,  the 
tei'inination  of  the  incision  being,  as  you  observe,  opposite  to 
the  centre  of  the  anus  ; this  cut,  having  passed  through  the  skin 
and  fat,  has  exposed  the  accelerator  urinae.  I now  divide  that 
muscle  between  the  bulb  of  the  penis  and  left  crus  ; and  then 
with  my  fingers  press  the  bulb  under  the  right  ramus  of  the 
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ischiiim,  to  prevent  it.?  being  wounded.  1 now  divide  the 
transversus  perinaei,  and  fee)  with  the  left  index  linger  for  the 
groove  of  the  .staff.  1 now  cut  into  the  groove  at  the  membran- 
ous part,  of  tlie  urethra,  and  bringing  down  the  handle  of  the 
staff',  1 push  the  knife  forwaid  into  the  bladder,  and  then  cut 
through  the  prostate  gland  and  the  neck  of  the  urinary  organ 
downwards  and  outwards,  corresponding  to  the  external 
wound.  I again  pass  my  finger  into  the  wound,  and  feel  for 
the  groove  of  the  staff;  this  instrument  must  now  be  with- 
drawn. 1 keep  my  finger  in  the  bladder,  and  pass  in  the  forceps 
with  their  flat  side  next  to  it ; having  with  the  forceps  carefully 
felt  for,  and  satisfied  myself  of,  the  situation  of  the  calculus,  I 
grasp  it  within  the  blades,  and  thus  withdraw  it.  All  the  first 
part  of  the  operation  with  the  gorget  is  the  same  as  that  with 
the  knife  ; the  .staff  being  introduced,  and  the  opening  into  the 
groove  through  the  membranous  part  of  the  urethra  having 
been  completed,  as  you  see  it,  I fix  the  beak  of  the  gorget  in 
the  groove,  and  bringing  the  handle  of  the  staff  towards  me  1 
at  the  same  moment  push  the  gorget  into  the  bladder  with  its 
j)oint  directed  with  a considerable  inclination  upwards  : the 
staff  is  then  withdrawn,  and  the  forceps  being  passed  into  the 
bladder,  along  the  hollow  of  the  gorget,  you  remove  the  latter 
instrument,  and  extract  the  stone  as  before. 

The  High  Opeuation,  as  used  in  France,  and  now  oc- 
casionally ADOPTED  IN  St.  George’s  Hospital. 

The  iiistrnmeufs  employed  in  this  operation  are  a probe- 
pointed  bistoury,  the  sonde  h-dard,  (a  sound  containing  within 
it  a dart  or  stilet,)  and  a pair  of  forceps  similar  to  those  1 have 
just  been  using.  Sir  Everard  Home  has  attached  a net  to  one 
side  of  the  forceps,  as  you  here  see  it,  so  that  when  they  are 
introduced  into  the  bladder,  you  are  to  fish  for  the  stone. 

Well,  I now  pass  into  the  bladder  this  sonde-h-dard,  an  y 
depressing  the  handle,  endeavour  to  make  its  point  pioject.  Jus 
ab(>ve  the  symphysis  pubis,  in  a line  with  it  and  the  iiitaa  a 
— 1 now  force  on  the  stilet,  and  in  this  situation  it  makes  its 
appearance.  An  incision  must  now  he  made  about  ' _ 

in  length  in  the  direction  of  the  lincaalha,  through  i m g 

ineiits  down  to  the  bladder,  which  is  supported  against  the 

part  by  the  point  of  the  sound  ; and  then  with 
ed  bistoury,  make  an  opening  inio  the  bladder  o k . t ■ 
as  the  exU'rnal  wound.  I now  with  the  point  <’/  » f 
hold  the  bladder  against  the  edge  of  the  f ' ^ ,, 

sonde,  [lass  down  the  forceps,  and  thus  remove  ‘ 

is  very  easy,  gentlemen  ; but  1 have  seen  quite  enough  of  this 

"‘’A'French  surgeon,  some  time  since,  finding  that  a calculus 
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was  too  large  to  be  extracted  by  the  lateral  operation,  immedi- 
ately performed  the  high  operation  ; he  made  a tolerably  free 
incision,  and  upon  seeing  something  he  did  not  expect,  ex- 
claimed, “ A/o«  Dieu  ! voUa  I’intestin !”  After  some  difficulty, 
the  intestines  were  returned,  and  the  Frenchman  very  coolly 
asked  an  English  surgeon,  who  was  standing  by  him,  how  long 
he  thought  the  i)atient  would  survive  ? He  received  for  answer, 
“ Probably  forty- eight  hours.”  “ O/i,  non  !”  said  the  operator, 
“ vingt  quatre  un  plus,”  and  truly  the  Frenchman  was  right, 
for  at  the  end  of  twenty-four  hours  the  patient  was  dead. 

It  has  lately  been  proposed  to  remove  stones  from  the  blad- 
der by  performing  the 

Opehation  of  Lithotomy  thuoiigh  the  Rectum. 

It  is  recommended,  gentlemen,  because  itis  simple  — because 
it  can  be  easily  done  ; but  notwithstanding  this,  I can  tell  yon 
th.Tt  it  is  a dangerous  operation.  I have  known  it  performed 
but  in  tw'o  instances, — one  patient  died  from  inflammation  of 
the  rectum — and  the  other  recovered,  but  with  the  dreadful 
misfortune  of  having  a fistulous  eommunication  between  the 
rectum  and  bladder.  Be  upon  your  guard  respecting  these  pretty 
little — easy— simple  operations;  do  not  be  misled  by  adopting 
them.  Always  reflect  upon  the  nature  of  the  parts  on  which 
you  are  going  to  operate  ; steadily  keep  your  eye  on  the  ulti- 
mate success  of  your  cases — not  upon  the  applause  you  may 
derive  from  the  neatness  or  facility  with  which  your  operations 
are  accomplished  ; and  ever  bear  in  mind,  that  upon  the 
successful  issue  of  your  operations  will  your  reputation 
depend. 


LECTURE  XLI. 


Before  I showed  you  the  operation  for  stone  in  the  last  lec- 
ture, I was  speaking  of  the  difficulties  which  arise  in  the 
extraction  of  stones  from  various  circumstances ; as,  for 
example,  where  the  stone  is  excessively  large,  or  where  the 
perinaeum  is  very  deep.  A deep  perinaeum  is  a great  obstacle  ; 
the  distance  of  the  bladder  from  the  external  parts  throws 
p'cat  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  operation.  The  force  which 
it  is  necessary  to  employ  in  such  cases  is  often  so  great  as  to 
lead  to  the  destruction  of  life.  When  a stone  of  considerable 
magnitude  is  accompanied  with  an  enlargement  of  the  pro- 
state gland,  the  patient  rarely  recovers  from  the  oiieration.  A 
number  of  small  calculi  in  such  cases  is  of  less  importance, 
but  a large  stone,  accompanied  with  an  enlarged  prostate,  ge- 
nerally leads  to  a fatal  result.  Mr.  Henry  Earle  has  constructed 
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ati  instrument,  for  the  purpose  of  breaking  large  stones  in  the 
bladder  by  means  of  a perforating  screw.  1 have  not  had  an 
opportunity  of  making  use  of  it : but  it  appears  to  me  to  be 
well  constructed  for  that  purpose,  and  very  likely  to  succeed. 
It  is  undoubtedly  a very  desirable  thing  to  break  stones,  in 
cases  either  of  a deep  perinaeum,  or  an  enlarged  prostate,  and 
the  invention  of  sucli  an  instrument  cannot  but  be  advanta- 
geous to  the  profession.  When  1 say  that  cases  of  lai-ge  stone, 
accompanied  with  enlargement  of  the  prostate  gland,  generally 
terminate  unfavourably,  I do  not  mean  to  be  understood  that 
the  enlarged  prostate  necessarily  leads  to  the  destruction  of 
life,  hut  the  patient  very  rarely  recovers  his  health  perfectly 
afterwards,  so  as  to  be  free  from  the  symptoms  of  the  disease. 
Patients  under  these  circumstances  generally  suffer  very  much 
from  the  enlargement  of  the  prostate  after  the  stone  is  re- 
moved. I remember  a curious  case  of  a French  gentleman 
wlto  was  operated  upon  for  stone  hy  Mr.  Cline,  senior.  Mr. 
Cline  happened  to  take  out  his  watch,  and  to  make  some  in- 
different observation  ; the  patient,  however,  thought  he  said 
that  it  was  dinner-time.  He  recovered  from  the  operation, 
but  as  he  still  suffered  occasionally  from  symptoms  of  stone, 
instead  of  being  grateful  for  having  been  relieved  by  the  ope- 
ration, he  used  constantly  to  say  that  Mr.  Cline  was  in  a hurry 
for  his  dinner  when  he  performed  the  operation,  and  had  left 
a stone  in  his  bladder.  This  gentleman  died  some  time  aftnr, 
and  left  five  guineas  to  myself  or  any  otiier  surgeon,  except 
Mr.  Cline,  to  examine  his  bladder  after  death,  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  whether  a stone  had  not  been  left  there.  1 
happened  to  be  out  of  town  at  the  time,  but  Mr.  Ramsden, 
who  was  then  surgeon  at  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital,  on  ex- 
amining the  body,  found  that  the  stone  had  been  comj)letely 
removed,  but  that  the  gorget  on  entering  the  bladder  had 
nearly  separated  a small  portion  of  the  prostate  gland,  so  that 
a little  valve  was  formed  on  the  inner  side  of  the  bladder, 
which  fell  occasionally  over  the  beginning  of  the  urethra,  when 
the  patient  attempted  to  make  water.  When  this  happened, 
he  was  under  the  necessity  of  remitting  the  attempt  to  dis- 
charge his  urine,  and  suffered  great  pain.  I shall  send  lound 
the  preparation,  in  which  you  will  see  the  portion  of  the  pro- 
state nearly  separated  by  the  gorget.  , • 

It  not  unfrequeutly  happens  that  a cyst  is  formed  in  the 
bladder,  in  which  the  stone  is  either  partially  or  entirely  con- 
tained If  the  cyst  includes  the  stone  entirely,  the  symptoms 
of  stone  cea.se.  It  happened  very  fortunately  for  the  person 
who  obtained  the  reward  from  parliaoient,  for  di.scovenng  a 
jiicJicinc  capable  of  dissolving  stone  in  the  bladucr,  ihut  lit 
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gave  his  medicine  to  a person  in  whose  bladder  a cyst  of  this 
kind  formed.  It  was  fully  established  that  a stone  had  been 
distinctly  felt  by  some  of  the  most  eminent  surgeons  in  the 
metropolis,  before  this  person  took  the  medicine  ; and  after 
he  had  taken  the  medicine  for  some  time,  the  stone  could  no 
longer  be  felt.  On  examination  of  tlie  body  after  death,  how- 
ever, it  appeared  that  tlie  stone  had  escaped  into  a cyst,  by 
which  it  was  completely  enclosed,  so  that  it  no  longer  pro- 
duced any  irritation  in  the  bladder.  1’here  is  a preparation  on 
the  table,  which  will  illustrate  the  appearance  of  such  a cyst, 
the  mucous  membrane  passing  between  the  muscular  fibres, 
and  forming  a cavity  through  the  coats  of  the  bladder  large 
enough  to  admit  the  stone.  When  the  stone  is  jjartly  in  the 
cyst,  and  partly  in  the  bladder,  you  may  sometimes  open  the 
cyst,  and  remove  the  stone  without  opening  the  bladder.  An 
example  of  this  occurred  lately  in  a child  at  the  other  hos))i- 
tal,  who  had  slight  symptoms  of  stone.  On  sour.ding  the  child 
1 felt  a stone,  but  as  it  did  not  give  the  usual  impression  to  the 
sound,  I passed  my  finger  into  the  rectum,  and  felt  the  stone 
confined  in  a bag  above  it.  On  raising  the  stone  with  my 
finger,  it  sti'uck  firmly  against  the.  sound.  I did  not  open  the 
bladder  in  this  case,  but  passing  my  finger  into  the  rectum, 
and  carrying  a knife  through  the  perinaeum  above  the  lectum, 
I opened  the  cy.'^t,  and  extracted  the  stone  from  it.  The  child 
did  not  pass  its  urine  through  the  opening  after  the  first  day, 
and  the  wound  healed  very  readily.  I have  seen  Mr.  Chandler 
extract  a stone  from  a cyst  in  a child,  by  means  of  a probe- 
pointed  bistoury  ; he  dilated  the  mouth  of  the  cyst,  so  as  to  be 
enabled  afterwards  to  extract  the  stone.  In  general,  cy.'^t.-i  in 
the  bladder  containing  stones  are  connected  with  an  enlarged 
state  of  the  prostate  gland. 

There  is  a preparation  illustrating  this  state,  which  was 
taken  from  a patient  who  died  from  the  operation  in  tlie  other 
hospital.  The  repeated  attempts  which  were  made  to  extract 
the  stone,  which  did  not  succeed  till  after  a great  length  of 
time,  produced  great  irritation,  and  ultimately  ulceration  of 
the  bladder,  which  led  to  the  destruction  of  life.  A great 
number  of  small  stones,  to  the  amount  of  thirty,  forty,  or 
more,  are  sometimes  fouiul  lodged  in  a cyst,  situated  behind 
the  prostate  gland.  There  is  a practical  point  which  ought 
not  to  escape  my  attention  or  yours  ; and  that  is,  that  the 
bladder  sometimes  undergoes  a partial  contraction,  so  that  the 
stone  is  completely  embraced  by  it.  Here  is  an  exam|)le  taken 
from  a child,  which  died. from  this  cause  at  the  other  hospital 
when  I was  an  a|)prentice ; there  is  another  example  of  this 
partial  contraction  of  the  bladder  in  the  collection.  The  way 
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in  which  it  happens  is  this : surgeons  are  generally  anxious 
to  allow  the  patient  to  retain  a considerable  quantity  of  urine 
in  his  bladder  in  order  that  the  sudden  gush  of  water,  on  the 
introduction  of  the  gorget,  may  inform  them  that  the  instru- 
ment has  reached  the  bladder.  This  practice  is,  however, 
wrong  ; because,  when  the  patient  is  allowed  to  retain  a con- 
siderable quantity  of  urine,  the  bladder  suddenly  contracts, 
wheu  it  is  discharged,  and  so  firmly  embraces  the  stone,  that 
when  you  introduce  the  forceps  there  is  no  space  between  the 
bladder  and  the  stoue,  and  the  instrument  constantly  slips 
from  the  stoue.  In  tliis  way  the  patient  is  often  exhausted 
by  the  repeated  attempts  at  its  extraction.  1 once  saw  a pa- 
tient of  Mr.  Travers  under  these  circumstances,  though  he 
afterwards  recovered  from  the  operation.  I have  no  doubt  he 
well  remembers  the  case  to  which  1 allude ; immediately  after 
the  gush  of  urine,  the  bladder  contracted  at  its  fundus,  and  the 
forceps  slipped  repeatedly  from  the  stone,  in  the  manner  which 
1 have  de.scribed.  Soft  stones  require  the  use  of  the  scoop  ; a 
number  of  calculi  will  require  either  the  frequent  introduction 
of  the  forceps,  or  the  use  of  the  scoop.  I do  not  recollect 
that  there  is  any  other  circumstance  which  I need  mention  to 
you  respecting  the  lateral  operation  for  stoue. 

After-Treatment. — With  respect  to  the  after-treatment, 
some  surgeons  inject  the  bladder,  with  a view  of  removing 
every  remaining  fragment  of  stone.  This  is  not  the  practice 
in  these  hospitals,  and  I am  by  no  means  satisfied  that  it  is  of 
any  use.  It  might  have  been  necessary  wheu  dressings  were 
applied  to  the  wound,  but  this  is  never  done  now  ; the  wound 
is  left  open,  so  that  the  urine  may  distil  as  freely  as  possible. 
In  this  way  any  remaining  portion  of  calculous  matter  is  car- 
ried away,  and  there  is  no  danger  of  its  accumulating  in  the 
bladder.  'I’he  after-treatment  consists  in  giving  the  patient 
opium  as  soon  as  the  operation  is  over  ; indeed,  in  some  cases 
where  the  patient  is  exceedingly  irritable,  I give  opium  two  or 
three  ho\irs  before  the  operation  is  performed.  I do  this  with 
two  views ; first,  because  the  opium  deadens  the  sensations  of 
the  patient,  and  lie  suffers  mucli  less  pain  from  the  operation  ; 
and,  secondly,  because  it  renders  him  nuicli  less  irritable  after 
tlie  operation.  The  jpatient  often  falls  into  a composed  and 
tranquil  sleep  in  coHseipience  of  the  o|)ium,  instead  of  rolling 
about  the  bed  in  an  irritable  state.  ’I'lie  opium,  therefore, 
acts  beneficially,  by  diminishing  immediate  and  remote  irri- 
tability, and  I have  never  found  it  produce  any  improper  effect, 
ft  will  be  proper  to  give  diluents  very  freely  to  the  patient ; a 
small  (|nuntity  of  soda  or  potass  should  be  put  in  his  diluted 
drink  ; gum  may  also  be  added,  as  it  is  believed  to  have  the 
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(<()\vcr  of  soothing  tlic  piirts,  and  diminishing  the  irritating 
quality  of  the  urine.  Whetlier  it  have  tliat  effect  or  not  is 
doubtful ; but  it  is  generally  believed  to  have  some  influence 
in  this  way.  The  danger  after  the  operation  for  stone  is,  that 
of  peritoneal  inflammation.  On  the  day  after  the  operation, 
therefore,  you  should  put  your  hand  on  the  lower  part  of  the 
patient’s  abdomen,  and  inquire  whether  he  feels  any  pain.  If 
there  is  any  tenderness  of  the  peritoneum,  you  should  apply 
leeches  to  the  abdomen,  and  foment  it;  it  will  be  often  neces- 
sary to  take  away  blood,  and  to  put  the  patient  in  a warm 
bath,  if  the  symptoms  should  be  urgent ; vomiting  is  a fre- 
quent symptom,  when  the  abdomen  of  the  patient  is  in  a tense 
state.  The  subsequent  treatment  will  consist  in  giving  con- 
siderable doses  of  the  submuriate  of  mercury.  Calomel  is  a 
very  useful  medicine  in  this  case,  not  only  as  a purgative,  biU 
because,  combined  with  opium,  it  diminishes  irritability,  and 
lessens  the  disposition  to  inflammation  in  the  abdomen.  Pur- 
gatives and  anodyne  injections  should  also  be  administered. 
The  time  in  which  a patient  recovers  is  generally  from  seven- 
teen to  twenty-one  days,  under  favourable  circumstances.  It 
is  sometimes  longer  when  the  perinmum  is  deep  ; on  the  other 
liand,  I have  known  a patient  to  be  well  in  a fortnight  after 
the  operation.  The  urine  frequently  passes  in  the  right  course 
in  about  twenty-four  hours  after  the  operation ; sometimes, 
however,  not  till  after  three  or  four  days  ; this  will  depend, 
in  a great  measure,  on  the  size  of  the  stone.  In  general,  the 
patient  has  a rigor,  when  the  urine  returns  to  its  natural 
course;  you  need  not,  therefore,  be  alarmed  at  this  symptom. 

On  Calculi  in  the  Urethra. 

When  a stone  is  lodged  in  the  urethra,  it  is  found  in  three 
situations  ; I will  endeavour  to  explain  to  you  the  difterence 
of  treatment  required,  according  to  the  situation  in  which  the 
stone  is  found.  When  you  find  a stone  in  the  urethra,  it  will 
be  in  vain  to  attempt  to  extract  it  with  the  forceps;  even  when 
it  is  felt  very  near  the  orifice  of  the  urethra,  or  when  you  can 
see  it  by  opening  the  orifice,  you  can  very  rarely  succeed  in 
extracting  it  with  the  forceps.  There  are  three  situations  in 
which  a stone  is  found  lodged  in  the  urethra  ; first,  in  the 
perinmum  ; secondly,  opposite  the  scrotum  ; and  thirdly,  op- 
posite the  fraenum.  When  it  is  lodged  in  the  perinaeum,  and 
the  patient  is  labouring  under  retention  of  urine  from  that 
cause,  be  very  much  on  your  guard  not  to  displace  it  from  its 
situation,  or  thrust  it  back  towards  the  bladder,  as  yon  will  be 
in  danger  of  subjecting  the  patient  to  the  necessity  of  after- 
wards submitting  to  the  operation  for  lithotomy.  What  you 
should  do  is  to  pass  the  largest  sized  bougie  into  the  passage. 
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so  as  to  reach  the  anterior  extremity  of  the  stone  : you  should 
then  tie  the  bougie  to  the  penis,  so  that  the  urine  may  not 
escape  by  the  side,  and  let  it  remain  for  a considerable  time 
in  the  urethra.  The  patient  will  have  an  urgent  desire  to 
make  water,  but  you  must  desire  him  not  to  attempt  to  pass 
his  urine  until  you  give  him  permission  to  do  so.  When  the 
urgency  to  make  water  is  so  extreme  that  the  patient  can  no 
longer  endure  it,  untie  the  bougie  from  the  penis  ; and  as  soon 
as  it  is  withdrawn  the  urine  accumulated  behind  the  stone  will 
gush  forward,  and  the  stone  will  generally  pass  into  the  vessel 
into  which  the  patient  discharges  his  urine.  In  this  way  you 
will  generally  succeed  in  getting  rid  of  extraneous  bodies  from 
that  part  of  the  urethra.  I have  known  a bougie  remain  four 
hours  in  the  urethra,  before  the  distress  arising  from  the  ac- 
cumulation of  urine  was  sufficient  to  justify  the  propriety  of 
withdrawing  it."  The  second  situation  in  which  stones  are 
found  in  the  urethra  is  oppo.site  the  scrotum.  In  this  situation 
they  .sometimes  prove  fatal.  There  is  a preparation  on  the 
table  taken  from  a child,  which  died  from  this  cause : the  scro- 
tum in  this  case  was  extremely  enlarged  and  reddened  : the 
perineum  was  also  inflamed,  and  gangrene  took  place,  which 
led  to  the  destruction  of  life.  When  the  stone  is  lodged  oppo- 
site the  scrotum,  there  is  danger  of  the  urethra  giving  way,  and 
the  urine  escaping  into  the  cellular  tissue.  When  you  have 
ascertained  by  the  probe  that  the  stone  is  in  this  situation,  you 
must  endeavour  to  push  it  about  an  inch  behind  the  scrotum, 
where  you  should  make  your  incision.  It  is  wrong  to  make 
the  incision  through  the  scrotum  itself,  if  you  can  avoid  it ; but 
if  you  are  obliged  to  do  so,  in  consequence  of  your  being  unable 
to  push  back  the  stone,  make  the  opening  as  Large  as  possible, 
so  that  the  water  may  pass  with  great  freedom  tln'ough  the 
cellnrar  tissue,  and  escape  externally.  The  third  situation  in 
which  stones  are  lodged  in  the  urethra  is  opposite  the  frmnum, 
where  it  will  be  necessary  to  adopt  a different  plan.  1 have 
told  you  that  you  can  very  rarely  succeed  in  e.xtracting  them 
with  the  forceps  ; what  you  must  do  is  to  curve  the  end  of  a 
probe  as  much  as  possible;  pa.ss  it  down  the  urethra  beyond 
the  stone  ; and  then  withdrawing  it,  you  will  generally  succeed 
in  extracting  the  stone.  The  reason  why  you  cannot  extract  it 
with  the  forceps  is,  that  when  you  try  to  bring  the  torcep.s  for- 
ward, you  pull  the  urethra  hack  on  the  stone,  and,  consequently, 
you  do  not  move  the  stone  itself.  1 once  had  a pair  of  foiccps 
constructed  similar  to  those  used  in  midvvifery,  of  which  the 
two  blades  were  separately  introduced  into  the  urethra,  and 
afterwards  locked  externally.  The  probe,  however,  is  most 
easily  introduced  ; if  there  should  be  great  resistance,  you  may 
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enlarge  the  urethra  a little  with  the  knife  at  the  fraenuni.  A 
curious  case  occurred  the  other  day,  in  which  I extracted  two 
calculi  from  a man’s  urethra.  I did  not  know  that  1 had  such 
an  operation  to  perform,  and  therefore  1 had  no  opportunity  of 
giving  you  jnevious  information  of  it.  The  man  was  suffering 
under  retention  of  urine  from  stricture  ; I did  not  know  that  1 
was  to  meet  with  calculi,  hut  the  way  in  which  I operated  was 
this  I passed  a sound,  or  staff,  into  the  urethra,  down  to  the 
stricture,  and  instead  of  turning  it  towards  the  bladder,  1 turned 
the  point  of  the  instrument  towards  the  perimeum,  so  that 
the  urethra  was  quite  prominent  towards  me.  1 made  a cut  in 
the  course  of  the  urethra,  a little  below  the  instrument,  and 
finding  something  very  hard  there,  which  I believed  to  be  stone, 
I extended  the  cut  and  found  a stone.  I then  divided  the  ure- 
thra to  a considerable  extent,  and  a stone  larger  than  a three- 
ounce  grape-shot  passed  through  the  opening.  When  1 had 
removed  this  a smaller  stone  made  its  appearance.  This  stone 
was  lodged  in  a cup  in  the  upper  part  of  the  larger  stone.  The 
appearance  of  the  stones,  which  were  completely  locked  and 
fitted  to  each  other,  was  extremely  beautiful.  The  next  step 
was  to  put  the  patient  in  a situation  to  have  a catheter  passed. 
I pushed  the  sound  onward  through  the  strictured  part ; and 
liaving  cut  the  part  with  a knife,  1 introduced  my  finger  into 
tlie  wound,  and  carried  it  into  the  bladder.  A similar  case 
occurred  to  me  in  a former  period  of  my  life ; the  form  of  the 
stone  was  exactly  the  same,  and  the  treatment  I pursued  very 
much  the  same  as  I have  just  described. 

Of  Stones  in  the  Prostate  Gland. 

Stones  in  the  prostate  gland  differ  in  composition  from  those 
ill  the  bladder;  they  consist  of  phosphate  of  lime.  There  are 
two  species  of  calculi  in  the  prostate ; those  which  pass  from 
the  bladder  in  consequence  of  ulceration,  and  those  which  are 
found  in  the  cyst  formed  in  the  prostate  gland  itself.  There  is 
a preparation  on  the  table,  in  which  three  calculi  are  seen  lodg- 
ed in  the  prostate,  in  consequence  of  ulceration  opening  from, 
the  bladder,  and  another  in  which  there  is  a number  of  calculi 
contained  in  a cyst  formed  in  the  prostate.  Calculi  in  the  pros- 
tate gland  may  be  readily  detected  by  introducing  your  finger 
into  the  rectum.  I was  once  sent  for,  by  a Mr.  Vaux,  to  a gen- 
tleman who  wa.s  the  subject  of  retention  of  urine.  I introduced 
a catheter  to  what  was  supposed  to  have  been  a stricture,  but 
1 felt  the  instrument  pass  over  a calculus  ; I put  my  finger  into 
the  rectum,  to  ascertain  where  the  stone  was,  and  pressing 
upon  the  prostate  gland,  1 felt  the  stone  just  above  it.  It  after- 
wards appeared  that  there  were  three  calculi  in  his  prostate 
gland.  I told  him  he  might  be  immediately  relieved  by  suffer- 
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ing  me  to  make  an  incision  in  perinEeo ; but  he  was  a timid 
man,  and  would  not  consent  to  the  operation.  He  lived  for 
some  years  after,  was  occasionally  the  subject  of  retention  of 
urine,  and  died  niiserably  from  the  etfects  of  the  disease  on 
his  kidney.  He  foolishly  chose  to  die  a painful  death,  when 
he  might  have  been  easily  relieved  by  a slight  operation. 

I recently  had  an  elderly  gentleman  under  my  care  who  had 
an  enormous  number  of  calculi  in  his  prostate  gland.  I do  not 
know  how  many  I removed  from  him,  and  if  I did,  I should 
scarcely  venture  to  say  how  many.  A bottle  full  of  calculi 
taken  from  this  gentleman  has  been  preserved.  They  were  not 
of  course  of  a large  size.  I did  not  open  the  bladder  in  this 
case,  but  having  introduced  a staff  into  the  bladder,  I made  an 
iucision  in  the  periuaeum  towards  the  prostate  gland,  and  put- 
ting my  finger  into  one  lobe  of  it,  I found  a quarry  of  calculi. 
1 removed  some  of  them  with  my  finger,  and  some  with  a small 
pair  of  dressing  forceps.  I then  opened  the  other  lobe,  and 
extracted  a number  of  stones  which  were  imbedded  in  it.  I 
have  since  had  occasion  to  see  this  gentleman,  and  again  re- 
moved a number  of  calculi  from  the  prostate  gland.  It  may 
be  said  that  there  is  a little  difficulty  in  the  operation  of  open- 
ing the  prostate  gland,  but  a man  who  is  acquainted  with  the 
anatomy  of  the  parts,  and  who  has  studied  his  profession,  will 
never  talk  of  difficulty  ; and  if  he  is  not  well  acquainted  with 
the  anatomy  of  the  parts,  he  ought  not  to  touch  the  human 
body  as  a surgeon.  I have  heard  it  observed,  that  to  make  an 
opening  into  the  urethra  is  a difficult  operation — Ridiculous  ! 
A man  who  has  studied  his  profession,  and  dissected  the  hu- 
man body,  ought  to  be  flogged  if  he  cannot  open  the  urethra 
with  the  greatest  ease.  I shall  now  proceed  to  the 
Operation  for  Stone  in  the  Female. 

And  I here  am  a little  afraid  of  my  friend,  for  I shall  have 
occasion  to  mention  some  odd  stories.  (A  laugh.)  Calculi  form 
as  readily  in  the  female  as  in  the  male ; but  the  female  is 
much  less  frequently  the  subject  of  the  operation  of  lithotomy, 
in  consequence  of  the  shortness  of  tlie  meatus  urinarius,  and 
the  ease  with  which  stones  pass  away  from  it.  I think  the 
symptoms  of  stone  in  the  female  are  more  urgent  than  those 
in  the  male.  It  is  horrible  to  witness  the  suffering  which  a 
woman  experiences  in  consequence  of  this  disease.  She  has  a 
dreadful  pain  at  the  extremity  of  the  meatus  urinaiius,  and 
in  addition  to  this  there  is  a forcing  down  of  all  the  lowei 
parts  of  the  pelvis,  as  if  they  were  about  to  protrude;  a fre- 
quent disposition  to  make  water  ; and  all  the  pains  suffered 
during  delivery.  'I’here  is  generally  a prolapsus  uteri,  and  a 
discharge  of  bloody  urine.  In  addition  to  these  symptoms, 
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tliere  is  almost  constantly  an  incontinence  of  urine ; a great 
urgency  to  discharge  it,  and  an  incapacity  to  retain  it.  The 
constant  excoriation  of  the  parts  from  this  cause  keeps  the  pa- 
tient in  a most  offensive  state.  There  is  some  variety  as  to 
the  situation  in  which  stones  are  found  in  the  female ; they  are 
sometimes  lodged  in  the  urethra  and  vagina.  A curious  instance 
of  this  kind  happened  to  my  old  friend,  Mr.  Cline,  who  took 
me,  when  I was  an  apprentice,  to  the  first  operation  for  stone 
in  the  female,  which  1 witnessed.  In  this  case  he  felt  a stone 
just  at  the  beginning  of  the  meatus  urinarius  at  the  neck  of  the 
bladder,  and  on  passing  his  finger  into  the  vagina  he  found  a 
portion  of  stone  in  that  situation.  He  removed  the  portion  of 
stone  from  the  vagina,  and  then  dilating  the  meatus  urinarius 
with  the  gorget,  he  extracted  the  other  portion  of  stone.  The 
two  portions  formed  a sort  of  chain -shot,  a bar  between  the 
urethra  and  vagina  communicating  between  them.  You  must 
be  upon  your  guard,  however,  gentlemen,  against  imposition 
in  the  female ; for  extraneous  bodies  often  find  their  way  into 
the  meatus  urinarius  of  the  female  in  a very  extraordinary 
manner.  Stones  of  veiy  considerable  size  will  pass  by  the 
meatus  urinarius  in  the  female,  without  the  necessity  of  per- 
forming an  operation.  Here  is  a specimen  of  a large  stone  which 
passed  from  a patient  of  Mr.  Giraud,  a surgeon  of  great  re- 
spectability. The  patient  had  suffered  for  a length  of  time  from 
this  stone ; when  one  night,  on  getting  out  of  bed  and  dis- 
charging her  urine,  she  heard  something  fall  into  the  vessel, 
and  on  a light  being  brought,  this  stone  was  found  to  have 
passed.  Mr.  Headington  had  a patient  from  whom  a much 
larger  stone  had  passed  in  the  same  way.  Stones  may  be  re- 
moved from  the  female  cither  by  dilating  the  meatus  urinarius 
or  by  lithotomy.  The  extraction  by  dilatation  is,  however, 
greatly  to  be  preferred,  not  only  because  there  is  much  less 
danger  in  it,  but  because  it  does  not  leave  behind  the  melan- 
choly  consequences  of  lithotomy  in  the  female,  1 mean,  the  loss 
of  the  retention  of  urine.  A woman,  who  undergoes  the  ope- 
ration for  stone,  generally  loses,  for  ever  after,  the  power  of 
retaining  her  urine.  Her  conditition,  therefore,  is  mostdeplor- 
able ; the  constant  discharge  of  urine,  and  the  constant  exco- 
riation of  the  parts,  render  her  offensive  to  all  around  her ; her 
health  is  broken,  and  she  is  completely  cut  off  from  all  society. 

'i'he  learned  professor  proceeded  to  perform  on  the  dead  sub- 
ject the  operation  of  dilating  the  meatus  urinarius,  and  extract- 
ing the  stone  from  the  bladder  of  the  female.  The  forceps 
em])loyed  for  this  purpose  was  an  instrument  constructed  upon 
his  own  suggestion,  by  Mr.  Weiss — a gentleman,  observed 
the  learned  professor,  whose  ingenuity  enables  him  to  avail 
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himself  of  the  slightest  hint,  and  to  produce  mechanical  con- 
trivances admirably  adapted  for  the  purposes  for  which  they 
may  be  suggested. 


LECTURE  XLII. 


The  subject  with  which  I propose  to  occupy  your  attention 
this  evening,  is  the  diseases  of  the  breast ; but  before  I pro- 
ceed to  them  1 have  a few  words  to  say  to  you  on  calculi  in 
the  submaxillary  duct. 

Calculi  in  the  Submaxillary  Duct. 

Stones  are  occasionally  found  in  the  duct  of  the  subma.xillary 
gland,  and  produce  irritation,  the  cause  of  which  is  unintelligi- 
ble to  the  patient,  and  often  not  distinguished  by  the  surgeon. 
The  unpleasant  feelings  produced  by  stones  in  this  part  occur 
at  and  after  meals ; the  stones  arrest  the  progress  of  the  saliva, 
and  produce  irritation  of  the  surrounding  muscles ; a swelling 
forms  at  the  orifice  of  the  duct ; day  after  day  the  swelling 
returns,  and  at  last  the  patient  puts  his  finger  along  the  side  of 
the  tongue,  feels  something  hard  there,  and  by  this  means  it 
is  discovered  that  there  is  a stone  in  the  submaxillary  duct, 
which  has  produced  the  accumulation  of  saliva,  and  given 
rise  to  the  irritation  experienced  by  the  patient.  Sometimes  a 
small  channel  is  formed  through  the  stone,  which  allows  of 
the  escape  of  the  saliva ; but  in  all  cases  the  degree  of  irrita- 
tion depends  on  the  retention  of  the  saliva.  A gentleman  with 
whom  1 formerly  lived  had  a stone  in  his^  submaxillary  duct, 
and  he  used  to  say  to  me  that  he  had  a curious  sensation  in  his 
mylo-hyoideus  muscle,  a spasm  of  that  muscle ; this  continued 
for  weeks  and  months ; but  one  day  he  sent  for  me, 
that  he  had  discovered  the  cause  of  the  irritation  that  he  had  so 
long  felt  in  the  mylo-hyoideus  muscle ; that  it  was  a .stone 
formed  in  the  submaxillary  duct;  he  requested  me  to  take  it 
out  for  him,  which  1 did.  With  respect  to  the  operation  required 
for  the  removal  of  stones  from  this  part  you  must  place  your 
finger  under  the  jaw,  and  press  against  the  gland  ; an  assis  an 
holds  the  cheek  on  one  side,  so  as  to  bring  it  as  far  as  possible 
to  the  ear  ; you  then  perceive  the  duct  under  the  tongue;  yoi 
raise  the  duct  and  tongue,  and  feel  for  the 
discovered  it,  you  elevate  the  cyst,  and  with  a cataract  knilt 
cut  on  the  stone,  and  then  with  the  end  of  a hoo  ^ , 

out ; it  is  very  easily  removed,  and  there  i.s  no  danger  ' 

ing  any  vessels,  supposing  you  press  the  duct  towa  ds  tl  c 
mLth  ; if  you  omit  this,  you  may  wound  some  arteiy,  and 
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have  troublesome  hemorrhage ; raise  then  the  duct  as  much 
as  you  possibly  can  in  performing  this  operation. 


We  now  come  to  the  diseases  of  the  breast. 

You  find  the  breast  subject  to  cancerous  affections,  and 
others  of  a different  character ; some  that  are  not  dangerous  to 
life,  though  they  require  an  operation  for  their  cure — others 
that  are  not  dangerous,  and  do  not  require  an  operation — and 
you  find  it  also  subject  to  some  disease  which,  with  an  ope- 
ration or  any  other. means  that  you  may  try,  generally  termi- 
nate unsuccessfully.  We  shall  first  speak  of  the 

Hydatid,  or  Encysted  Swelling  of  the  Breast. 

The  breast  is  liable  to  the  formation  of  a swelling,  which  is 
at  first  hard,  and  afterwards  passes  into  the  fluid  state,  called 
the  hydatid,  or  encysted  swelling  of  the  breast ; it  consists  of 
numerous  cysts  containing  water,  as  in  hydatids  or  cysts  that 
are  found  in  any  other  part  of  the  body.  There  are  but  two 
species  of  this  complaint — the  one  which  contains  a fluid,  like 
serum  in  cells — the  other  a globular  hydatid,  such  as  is  found 
in  the  liver  and  other  parts  of  the  body  ; in  the  breast  this  kind 
of  hydatid  is  occasionally  found.  The  hydatid  swelling  at  the 
beginning  is  of  solid  feel,  and  I know  of  no  mark  which  dis- 
tinguishes it  in  this  state  from  that  of  chronic  inflammation  of 
the  breast,  or  such  as  is  produced  by  the  retention  of  milk. 
Now  and  then,  although  it  is  exceedingly  rare,  I have  seen  at 
the  commencement  a number  of  little  swellings,  resembling 
peas  in  size,  and  containing  water;  however,  in  general,  there 
is  no  diagnostic  mark  at  the  onset,  between  this  affection  and 
the.  slate  produced  by  common  inflammation  of  the  breast. 
There  is  no  pain  in  the  part,  except  just  prior  to  menstruation, 
when  it  becomes  painful ; .at  other  times  pain  is  absent.  After 
the  swelling  has  continued  some  little  time,  without  any  feeling 
of  fluctuation  in  it,  it  may  be  divided  into  a solid  and  fluid 
part,  and  on  putting  the  liand  on  it,  you  are  able  to  say,  “ Here 
it  is  solid,  there  fluid,”  but  all  this  time  it  is  wholly  unattended 
with  pain.  Another  circumstance  deserving  attention  is  that 
the  skin  is  quite  free  from  discoloration,  excepting  a little  prior 
to  ulceration,  when  the  part  about  to  ulcerate  changes  colour. 
The  complaint  is  entirely  unaccompanied  with  constitutional 
derangement.  At  the  time  when  ulceration  commences,  the 
constitution  will  be  affected  by  irritable  fever,  the  same  as  is 
always  met  with  when  the  process  of  restoration  is  set  up  in 
any  other  part  of  the  body.  But  the  disease  does  not  affect  the 
constitution  in  any  serious  degree.  This  swelling  is  first  hard, 
—in  the  second  place,  fluid — thirdly,  unattended  with  pain — 
and,  fourthly,  there  is  no  particular  constitutional  irritation. 
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excepting  when  ulceration  commences,  and  then  it  is  slight, 
and  not  at  all  alarming  to  the  patient’s  mind.  This  disease 
never  requires  removal  on  account  of  any  thing  malignant  in 
its  ftliaracter,  but  it  is  generally  done  at  the  solicitation  of  the 
patient,  in  consequence  of  the  inconvenience  she  experiences 
from  the  size  and  bulk  of  the  breast. 

When  it  has  acquired  any  considerable  magnitude,  a slight 
inflammation  begins  in  one  part,  and  then  this  ulcerates, 
which  allows  of  the  discharge  of  a serous  fluid.  This  being 
discharged  and  the  cyst  empty,  suppuration,  with  partial  adhe- 
sive inflammation,  is  set  up,  and  the  cyst  becomes  obliterated  ; 
another  undergoes  the  same  process,  and  so  on,  one  after  an- 
other. A sinus  seems  to  form,  which  leads  from  that  in  a 
state  of  suppuration  to  another  cyst,  and  thus  it  undergoes  the 
same  change  as  the  one  with  which  it  communicates ; in  other 
paits  the  cysts  do  not  break  in  this  way,  as  in  the  ovarium  ; 
one  cyst  bursts,  another  remains  unopened  ; they  are  distinct 
— so  in  the  breast,  they  are  divided  into  different  bags  ; but 
one  or  two  ulcerate  and  suppurate,  which  communicate  with 
the  rest,  and  then  the  breast  gradually  wastes.  I have  never 
seen  an  instance  of  this  affection  cured  by  natural  means  ; it 
remains  for  mouths  and  years,  the  cyst  sometimes  breaking 
one  after  another,  and  thus  the  breast  wasting,  till  little  of  it 
remains.  It  occurs  at  almost  any  period  after  puberty  under 
twenty,  and  after  fifty ; between  fifty  and  si.xty,  and  I have 
seen  one  case  of  it  in  a person  above  sixty.  In  persons  uridei 
twenty  I have  met  with  several  instances,  .and  you  more  fre- 
quently see  it  in  the  young,  then  in  advanced  age  ; from  fifteen 
to  twenty-five  more  so  than  after  that  age.  _ 

It  sometimes  acquires  a most  exti’aordinary  magnitude.  I 
operated  once  on  a lady  from  Northamptonshire  for  this  emn- 
plaint,  and  the  breast  weighed,  I think,  fourteen  pounds,  lam 

not  quite  sure  as  to  the  exact  weight,  but  I know  it  was  ot  an 

■ far  from 


immense  size.  I operated  lately  on  a lady  not  very  tar  trom 
ray  own  house;  the  removed  breast  weighed  thirtetn  poun  s, 
and  consisted  of  an  immense  number  of  cysts.  was  o 
operated  on  a patient  this  very  day  for  this  complaint,  t “ot 
having  time  I was  obliged  to  postpone  the 
I shall  do  it  to-morrow  ; I will  bring  the 
with  me,  in  order  that  you  may  be  A ‘1 -eat 

which  are  produced  in  the  breast  under  t'j's 
many  mistake  this  complaint  for  the  iiialignan  y , 
extremely  ignorant,  gentlemen,  who  - i 

the  other  • for  the  two  diseases  arc  very  different  in  then  clia 
racter.  Of  the  causes  of  this  complaint  we  know  nothing,  noi 
of  tl.e  production  of  the  cysts  ; these  arc  points  involved  in 
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obscurity.  On  dissection,  the  following  are  the  appearances 
of  a true  hydatid  breast : — It  contains  a globular  hydatid,  the 
same  as  is  met  with  in  other  parts  of  the  body  ; this  produces 
a cyst,  w'hich  becomes  the  parent  of  others,  and  when  you 
opeu  it,  you  sec  little  ones  growing  from  the  internal  mem- 
brane of  the  cyst.  Many  of  you  recollect  that  I opened  an 
hydatid  cyst  in  the  thigh  of  a man  at  the  other  hospital  a few 
montlis  ago,  and  that  a great  number  of  suiall  hydatid  cysts 
were  drawn  otf ; 1 ordered  some  of  tliem  to  be  preserved ; the 
internal  lining  of  the  first  cyst  is  like  an  uterus  to  the  others  ; 
these  grow  from  it  in  spots  here  and  there,  and  at  last  become 
parricides,  for  they  destroy  the  parent ; thus  it  is  in  the  breast, 
exactly  the  same  as  in  the  liver. 

When  the  swelling  has  acquired  a considerable  magnitude 
the  operatiou  is  generally  performed  for  its  removal ; the  patient 
is  anxious  that  it  should  be  performed  ; if  she  asks,  is  there 
any  danger  if  left  alone,  you  can  assure  lier  that  there  is  none ; 
yet  as  long  as  she  feels  the  swelling,  she  is  incapable  of  en- 
joying life — gives  way  to  desponding  feelings  of  every  kind  ; 
insists  on  the  operatiou  being  performed,  and  thus  is  the  sur- 
geon obliged  to  do  it  on  account  of  the  patient’s  solicitations. 
I tell  you,  assure  her  there  is  no  danger  to  life,  and  still  she 
persists  in  having  it  done  The  operation  is  neither  dangerous 
at  the  time,  nor  in  the  future,  to  the  patient’s  life.  The  largest 
breast  with  this  affection  that  I ever  removed,  W'as  done  with- 
out the  constitution  suffering  in  the  least  degree.  'I'he  patient’s 
life  is  not  in  danger  from  it,  and  as  for  the  disease,  you  never 
find  it  return  in  any  other  part  of  the  body.  If  any  diseased 
part  should  be  left  on  tbe  gland,  there  will  be  a chance  of  the 
return  of  the  disease.  If  so,  other  hydatids  form  in  the  same 
breast,  but  not  in  the  other ; therefore,  the  best  plan  is  to  take 
away  the  glandular  structure  of  the  breast,  and  all  the  diseased 
part  being  removed,  the  complaint  will  not  return.  Although 
the  removal  of  the  breast  is  the  plan  u.sually  adopted,  yet  1 will 
tell  you  a mode  of  treatment  which  I have  employed  with 
success  when  there  has  been  a single  cyst.  I will  give  you 
two  examples,  which  will  illustrate  the  nature  of  it  better  than 
any  thing  else.  I do  not  know  that  it  has  been  described  by 
authors,  but  I will  not  speak  ])ositively  of  this,  for  God  forbid 
that  I should  be  obliged  to  read  one-half  or  one-fourth  of 
what  is  published  now-a-day. 

Case  1. — A young  woman  was  sent  by  a respectable  medical 
practitioner  to  Guy’s  hospital,  w'ith  a swelling  of  the  breast, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  knowing  whether  an  operation  was  ne- 
cessary for  its  core.  She  vvas  nineteen  years  of  age,  and  when 
I examined  the  swelling  it  was  moveable,  and  1 was  almost 
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inclined  to  suppose  that  it  was  scirrhous;  but  her  constitution 
was  sound,  her  general  health  exceedingly  good,  and  I said  no 
operation  ought  to  be  performed.  I kept  her  in  the  hospital 
some  weeks  to  see  the  progress  of  the  complaint ; but  the  girl 
being  tired  of  waiting  any  longer,  left  the  hospital.  I lost  sight 
of  her  for  three  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  she 
came  back  to  Guy’s  with  a considerable  swelling  of  the  breast, 
which,  on  examination,  I found  to  be  partly  solid  and  partly 
flnid.  The  gentlemen  assembled  in  the  theatre  to  see  the  ope- 
ration ; I ordered  this  patient  into  the  room,  and  said  that  I 
should  not  remove  the  breast,  but  simply  introduce  a lancet 
into  it,  and  open  the  swelling.  Having  done  this,  water,  paler 
and  less  coloured  than  serum,  escaped  in  abundance  through 
the  opening.  I said,  “ All  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  do  here, 
will  be  to  produce  the  adhesive  or  suppurative  inflammation. 
Do  not  close  the  opening  till  the  adhesive  process  has  com- 
menced, and  glued  the  sides  of  the  cyst.”  This  was  done,  the 
sides  of  the  cyst  were  glued  together,  the  opening  was  closed, 
and  the  patient  was  discharged  quite  cured. 

Case  II. — During  last  summer  a lady  came  to  me  with  a 
swelling  of  the  breast,  not  very  large,  but  hard.  At  first  I was 
led  to  think  it  scirrhous,  but  did  not  decide  on  its  character  ; 
and  on  looking  at  the  con.-titutiou  of  the  patient,  I was  pretty 
well  assured  that  it  was  not  scirrhous,  nor  of  a malignant  kind. 
I said  that  I would  watch  it ; and  told  the  patient  that  all  it 
was  neces.sary  to  do  would  be  to  attend  to  the  state  of  her 
bowels.  She  came  to  me  from  time  to  time,  and  I perceived 
that  in  the  centre  some  fluid  was  forming.  After  some  time 
the  fluid  accumulated,  and  one  day  I put  a lancet  into  the  swell- 
ing, and  discharged  a quantity  of  serum.  I put  some  lint  into 
the  wound  so  as  to  form  a tent  to  preserve  the  opening  ; in  a 
short  time  granulations  arose  from  the  bottom  of  the  cyst,  and 
the  lady  became  perfectly  cured,  no  disease  having  returned  in 
the  breast,  it  will  be  proper  to  put  you  on  your  guard  against 
malignant  diseases  of  the  breast,  which  are  not  so  nuinerous 
as  is  thought.  A great  number  of  the  affections  of  tlie  breast 
are. capable  of  cure;  and  it  requires  attentive  observation  to 
distinguish  one  from  the  other  ; therefore  vyhen  you  see  dis- 
eases  of  the  breast,  do  not  be  in  too  great  haste  to  put  them 
under  any  classification,  for  if  you  do,  you  will  frequently  be 

We  now  come  to  the  scirrhous  tumour  oi  the  breast,  rhere 
are  but  two  malignant  disea.ses  of  the  breast ; tins  is  mie  of 
them,  and  the  other  is  the  fungous  tumour.  I he  scirrhous  tu- 
mour is  the  one  which  1 shall  describe  in  tins  evening  s lec- 
ture, of  the  other  I shall  speak  at  a future  lime. 
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Of  the  Sciruhous  Breast. 

This  is  an  extremely  frequent  disease,  and  its  symptoms  are 
as  follow;  The  first  symjjtom  of  scirrhous  breast  is  the  dis- 
covery (as  the  patient  says,  by  accident)  of  a hard  and  moveable 
swelling  ; now  and  then  a little  blood  is  discharged  from  the 
nipple,  which  stains  the  shift ; this  is  produced  by  the  inflam- 
mation extending  along  one  of  the  lactiferous  tubes,  and  thus 
blood  is  discharged.  The  swelling  is  attended  with  little  pain. 
At  first  it  is  moveable,  free  from  pain,  and  circumscribed.  In 
this  last  respect  there  are  varieties;  it  sometimes  happens  that 
the  inflammation  extends,  and  the  disease  is  lost  in  the  sur- 
rounding parts,  yet  it  generally  hajipens  that  you  can  mark  out 
the  exact  situation  of  the  tumour.  In  this  case  it  continues  a 
long  time,  for  weeks  and  months,  gradu.ally  increasing,  and  at 
last  the  second  set  of  symptoms  come  on.  A violent  darting 
pain  is  felt  in  the  breast ; the  patient  says  it  is  like  a knife  or 
lancet  being  pushed  into  it;  there  is  also  a burning  sensation 
in  the  part,  and  the  patient  feels  worse  a little  before  menstrua- 
tion—about  four  days  before  that  period  ; indeed  if  you  trace 
the  disease,  you  will  see  that  for  the  fiist  fortnight  after  the 
periodical  discharge  the  symptoms  are  less  severe,  tut  that 
for  the  last  fortnight,  and  a little  before  the  show  of  the  menses, 
the  pain  is  excessive ; it  is  not  a continued  pain,  but  comes  at 
times,  and  is  so  severe  as  to  make  the  patient  start  froiu  the 
chair.  I .should  say  tliat  the  increase  of  the  size  of  the  breast 
is  not  equal,  and  that  it  does  not  follow  any  regular  progres- 
sion ; it  increases  by  starts ; prior  to  menstruation  it  gains  in 
size ; after  the  menses  have  apjteared,  it  again  loses.  The  next 
circumstance  is,  that  the  glands  in  the  axilla  begin  to  enlarge, 
OT  those  between  the  axilla  and  breast.  The  skin  around  the 
nipple  has  a puckered  appearance  ; it  is  drawn  in  at  the  centre, 
and  is  elevated  on  the  sides.  This  gives  the  part  an  appearance 
resembling  that  produced  by  ulceration  and  cicatrization  ; the 
skin  is  drawn  in,  and  thus  it  presents  the  appearance  of  cicatri- 
zation without  the  reality.  In  the  progress  of  the  complaint  a 
number  of  small  black  spots  will  be  seen  on  the  breast,  and 
these  increase  as  the  breast  enlarges.  In  the  second  stage, 
inflammation  on  the  skin  and  nipple  comes  on,  and  the  cellular 
membrant  ])artakes  of  the  character  of  the  disease.  I have 
seen  scirrhous  of  the  skin  as  well  marked  as  that  of  any  other 
part.  The  third  set  of  symptoms  arises  from  suppuration  going 
on  in  the  part,  for  the  breast  undergoes  the  same  process  as  any 
other  part  affected  with  cancerous  diseases.  It  is  not  true  that 
pus  is  in  general  secreted,  but  after  the  adhesive  process  has 
been  set  up,  there  is  an  attemptat  the  formation  of  pus,  which 
if  it  forms,  is  not  general,  being  only  in  some  parts,  and  not  in 
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tlie  others  ; and  it  is  more  properly  a sanioiis  serum,  as  it  has 
not  the  common  character  of  pus.  This  arises  from  the  attempt 
at  its  formation  being  imperfect ; and  if  you  open  the  swelling, 
a quantity-  of  bloody  serum  will  be  discharged.  Prior  to  an 
opening  being  formed,  the  skin  becomes  livid,  and  the  breast 
is  very  painful  in  that  part  where  it  opens.  In  general,  the 
opening  is  not  made  by  art,  as  the  object  is  to  prevent  ulcera- 
tion as  long  as  you  can  ; but  when  the  ulcerative  state  has  be- 
gun the  glands  above  the  clavicle  enlarge,  the  arm  swells  first 
just  above  the  elbow,  then  it  extends  over  the  hand  and  fore- 
arm, and  upper  arm.  'J'here  is  an  interruption  to  the  functions 
of  the  absorbent  system  ; the  blood  is  not  returned  by  the 
veins;  an  increased  secretion  takes  place  from  the  termination 
of  the  arteries  ; fluid  is  thrown  out  into  the  cellular  tissue, 
which,  when  evacuated,  coagulates.  The  constitution  is  se- 
verely affected,  there  is  a difficulty  of  breathing  ; an  inability 
to  lie  but  on  one  side,  pain  in  the  I'ight  side,  and  also  in  the 
loins : and  the  patient  says  that  she  has  rheumatic  feelings 
all  over  the  bones.  The  stomach  is  deranged  ; the  patient  has 
severe  spasms  at  the  scrobiculus  cordis  and  frequent  vomitings ; 
at  last  she  becomes  worn  out  from  irritation,  and  expires. 

What  do  you  find  on  dissection  ? Is  the  disease  confined  to 
the  particular  part,  the  breast,  or  are  its  effects  general  ? — Gen- 
tlemen, I will  tell  you  what  you  find  on  examination  after 
death  : — The  breast  is  one  .solid  mass,  like  cartilage,  with  very 
little  of  vascularity,  except  its  edges  ; internally  fibrous,  but  the 
vessels  are  few,  and  pass  over  its  surface.  When  the  breast 
has  acquired  any  magnitude,  there  is  generally  an  opening  in 
it ; and  then,  internally,  it  has  the  appearance  of  being  worm- 
eaten,  and  is  spongy : at  the  part  where  there  is  ulceration,  it 
is  very  vascular,  and  with  the  ulceration  you  will  find  a bloody 
serum.  'I'he  absorbent  glands  put  on  the  same  charactei  to 
the  scirriious  breast ; but  besides  this,  thescirrhus  extends  to 
the  cellular  membrane,  the  skin  and  the  muscles  j 
scirrhous,  the  cellular  membrane  partakes  of  the  inflammation, 
and  also  becomes  scirrhous,  and  the  pectoral  muscles  aie  fu  o 
scirrhous  tubercles,  which  are  white  and  j 
great  part  of  its  fibres  are  generally  diseased.  Ihe  g an  s . n 
the  axilla  arc  of  a scirrhous  nature  : in  the  beginning  t ley 
solid  and  continue  so  until  ulceration  commences  , ley  icn 
become  spongy,  and  contain  a sanious  .serum.  it  g an  s 
above  the  clavicle  are  in  the  same  state,  and  bv  pressure  on  the 
thoracic  duct  they  cause  an  interruption  to  the  process  of  ab- 
.sorption  ; chyle  is  prevented  from  being  transmitted  into  the 
blood,  and  thus  it  is  that  the  appetite  is  sometimes  voracious 
whilst  the  patient  is  rapidly  wasting.  But  for  the  chest : iou 
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find  hydrotliorax  on  the  side  affected,  and  the  absorbent  vessels 
on  the  pleura,  corresponding  to  the  scirrhous  breast,  are  in  a 
diseased  state,  and  small  white  spots,  like  pins’  heads,  will 
also  be  seen.  I ought  to  mention,  that  you  should  never  ope- 
rate in  this  complaint  when  dyspnoea  is  present ; for  1 have 
known  patients  who  have  come  to  our  hospital,  and  have  been 
operated  on  for  this  disease  when  they  have  had  this  symptom, 
and  who  have  died  intw'O  or  three  days  after  the  operation ; on 
examination,  water  has  been  found  in  the  chest,  and  tubercles 
on  the  pleura.  Now  and  then  you  find  on  the  pleura  covering 
the  lungs  tubercles  on  the  surface  opposite  to  the  diseased 
breast,  and  having  the  true  scirrhous  character.  But  the  liver 
is  most  frequently  diseased : on  the  right  lobe  there  are  in  ge- 
neral tubercles;  the  glands  of  the  axilla  being  affected,  the  in- 
ternal thoracic,  absorbents  carry  the  diseased  matter  to  tlie  liver, 
which  becomes  tuberculated,  and  assumes  the  true  scirrhous 
character.  You  rarely  find  the  uterus  free  from  disease ; it  is 
affected  with  what  are  called  polypi,  but  they  are  rarely  scinhi 
of  that  organ  ; hence  the  pain  in  the  loins,  the  result  of  the 
connexion  between  the  nerves  of  the  uterus  and  those  of  the 
loins.  This  is  not  all  the  history  of  what  is  met  in  this  com- 
plaint, deplorable  as  it  is.  I was  asked  to  see  a lady  who  had 
fractured  her  thigh-bone  ; 1 asked  her  how  the  accident  hap- 
pened ? — she  stated,  by  simply  turning  her  thigh  over  the  edge 
of  the  bed.  When  I was  examining  it,  I saw  that  the  left 
breast  was  in  a state  of  scirrhous  ulceration ; 1 said  “ How  long 
have  you  had  this  — she  replied,  “ For  a great  number  of 
years.”  The  thigh  united;  but  with  so  little  firmness,  that  in 
going  into  bed  one  day  she  broke  it  again.  I attended  another 
lady,  who  broke  her  thigh  below  the  trochanter  major,  by  very 
little  force  ; and  a gentleman,  who  was  formerly  my  assistant, 
was  called  to  a lady  who  broke  her  thigh  by  w'alking  across 
the  room — each  with  a scirrhous  affection  of  the  breast.  I 
was  sent  for  to  Sussex  once,  to  see  a lady  who  fractured  her 
thigh  by  merely  turning  in  bed,  and  who  had  at  the  same  time 
a scirrhous  affection  of  the  breast;  and  what  you  find  on  ex- 
amination of  the  bones  of  those  affected  with  scirrhous  tumours, 
is  absorption,  not  only  of  the  cancellated  structure,  but  also  of 
the  shell  of  the  bone.  I attended  a lady,  with  Mr.  Young,  a 
surgeon  of  the  city  (whose  ill  health  the  profession  has  deeply 
to  deplore) , who  had  a scirrhous  affection  of  the  breast,  accom- 
panied with  agonizing  pains  of  the  back ; the  disease  proceeded, 
and  the  patient  was  at  last  worn  out  by  irritation.  Both  Mr. 
Young  and  myself  were  extremely  anxious  to  ascertain  the 
cause  of  the  pain  of  the  back,  and  on  examination  of  the  ver- 
tebrae, we  found  several  affected  with  scirrhous  tubercles,  and 
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in  a state  so  as  to  surprise  any  one.  The  bone  had  been  ab- 
sorbed as  far  as  the  scirrhus  had  formed,  which  was  as  dis- 
tinct as  scirrhous  of  tlie  breast.  I operated  on  a patient  at  the 
other  hospital  for  a scirrhous  breast;  the  disease  returned, 
and  she  came  back  to  the  hospital  to  end  her  days  ; she  also 
had  a disease  of  the  spine,  from  which  she  had  suffered  more 
than  that  of  the  breast.  On  examination  after  dealli  tubercles 
were  found  adhering  to  her  spine  ; thus  much  for  the  appear- 
ances found  on  dissection.  I shall  conclude  by  observing,  that 
what  I have  to  say  to  you  on  the  diseases  of  the  breast  and 
testis  1 wish  particularly  to  impress  on  your  minds  ; and  1 hope 
that  I am  not  too  arrogant  in  saying  that  the  knowledge  I pos- 
sess of  these  diseases  is  to  a considerable  degree  my  own — 
that  it  is  the  result  of  an  extensive  observation  on  both  the 
dead  and  the  living,  and  that  knowledge,  to  the  best  of  my 
ability,  shall  be  communicated  to  you. 


LECTURE  XLIII. 

1 WAS  speaking,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  last  lecture,  of  the  ' 
dissections  of  the  scirrhous  tubercle,  and  I promised  to  bring 
some  preparations  shewing  the  effects  of  this  disease  on  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  body.  Here  is  a part  of  the  thigh-bone,  taken 
from  the  patient  with  scirrhous  breast,  who  broke  her  thigh  on 
rising  in  bed.  On  examination,  there  were  found  scirrhous 
tubercles  in  the  thigh-bone,  which  you  have  now  an  opportu- 
nity of  seeing.  Here  is  a specimen  taken  from  the  lady  of 
Sussex,  who  had  disease  of  the  breast,  and  fractured  her  thigh 
turning  hei’self  in  bed  ; she  had  excruciating  pain  in  the  thigh 
after  the  accident,  but  she  lived  a long  time  afterwards.  On 
examining  the  part  after  death,  we  found  it  affected  'y't'* 
scirrhous  tubercles,  which  had  commenced  in  the  cancelli  of 
the  bone,  and  lastly  the  shell  had  given  way.  You  will  see 
the  scirrhous  tubercle  exterior  to  the  bone.  I had  a specimen 
sent  me  by  a practitioner  in  the  country,  of  the  os  humeri, 
which  had  undergone  a similar  change.  In  opening  t e o y 
of  one  of  the  ladies  whose  case  I have  mentioned  to  you,  1 
found  the  sternum  affected  with  scirrhous  tubercle.  I stated  to 
you  the  case  that  I attended  with  a respectable  surgeon  of  the 
citv,  where  the  vertebrae  were  affected  ; and  here  is  a specimen 
taken  from  the  patient  at  Guy’s,  who  had  distorted  spine,  and  a 
return  of  a scirrhous  tumour  in  the  breast,  after  an  operation 
had  been  performed.  'I’here  is  a deposit  of  scirrhous  _inattci 
on  the  vertebrae.  These  different  preiiarations  shevv  that  the 
formation  of  scirrhous  matter  is  not  confined  to  the  breast. 
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and  that  it  is  only  the  index  of  a disordered  constitution.  [Tlic 
learned  professor  sent  round  the  theatre  the  different  speci- 
mens just  alluded  to,  illustratire  of  the  cases  which  were  men- 
tioned at  the  end  of  tlie  last  lecture,  in  order  that  each  student 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  examining  them  for  himself.]  I 
shall  now  continue  tlie  subject  of  diseases  of  the  breast,  and 
shall  state  to  you  some  further  particulars  respecting  the 
scirrhous  breast. 

, Scirrhous  Breast. 

Itlarried  women  who  bear  no  children,  and  single  women, 
are  more  subject  to  this  complaint  than  those  who  have  large 
families.  It  is  very  probable  that  the  natural  change  which  the 
breast  undergoes  in  the  secretion  of  milk  has  some  power  in 
preventing  this  diseased  affection  of  the  breast,  which  is  cer- 
tainly less  frequently  met  with  in  married  persons  who  bear- 
children,  than  in  married  persons  who  do  not,  and  those  who 
remain  in  a state  of  celibacy  ; but  it  is  no  security  against  this 
complaint  that  a woman  has  borne  children.  I knew  a woman 
with  this  disease  who  had  been  pregnant  seventeen  times ; she 
had  borne  nine  children,  and  had  eight  miscarriages,  so  that  in 
the  whole  she  had  been  pregnant  sev'enteen  times ; yet  the  dis- 
ease in  this  person  was  as  large  a scirrhus  as  I ever  witnessed. 
Although  the  disease  comes  on  more  frequently  in  those  who 
have  had  no  children,  in  consequence  of  the  breasts  not  having 
undergone  the  natural  change  in  the  secretion  of  the  milk,  yet 
this  is  no  security  against  the  complaint,  though  it  lessens  the 
tendency  to  it.  It  is  generally  believed  that  scirrhous  tubercle 
of  the  breast  is  connected  with  the  cessation  of  the  menses.  I 
believe  that  if  a person  has  a tumour  in  the  breast  which  is  not 
malignant,  and  it  remains  so  till  the  change  of  life  takes 
place,  and  then  an  undue  action  being  excited  in  the  part, 
the  tumour  may  become  scirrhous  just  at  the  cessation  of  the 
menstrual  discharge.  But  the  disease  generally  occurs  at  an 
earlier  period : the  period  at  which  scirrhous  tubercle  is  usually 
formed  is  from  thirty-five  to  fifty  years  of  age ; more  frequently 
under  forty  than  above  it,  though  1 have  met  with  a great  num- 
ber of  cases  from  forty- four  to  forty-five  years  of  age  ; however, 
it  is  more  frequently  found  under  forty  than  above  it.  It  is  not 
a disease  of  young  persons  ; it  is  rarely  seen  between  twenty 
and  thirty.  'I'he  youngest  person  that  I ever  saw  with  thfs 
disease  was  twenty-seven  years  old  ; I have  seen  another  case 
in  a person  of  twenty-nine  ; but  excepting  these  two  cases,  I 
have  never  met  with  it  under  thirty.  I know  that  there  are 
many  tumours  met  with  at  an  early  age,  which  are  called  scir- 
rhous tumours,  but  they  are  not  so,  gentlemen  ; and  the  me- 
dical man  who  asserts  that  they  are  is  deceived  as  to  their 
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nature,  for  the  tumours  found  at  this  age  are  quite  of  a differ- 
ent character  from  scirrhous  tumours.  The  disease,  then, 
c-alled  scirrhous  tubercle  is  found  from  thirty  to  fifty  years  of 
age  ; under  thirty  rarely,  for  I have  only  met  with  two  cases 
below  thirty  in  the  course  of  a life  which  has  been  favoured 
with  considerable  opportunities  of  watching  this  disease.  As 
to  the  most  advanced  age  at  which  I have  seen  this  complaint, 
it  is  at  eighty-six.  A lady,  eighty- six  years  of  age,  came  to 
me  with  a scirrhous  tubercle  of  the  breast.  When  she  called, 
she  asked,  “Should  it  be  removed  ?” — 1 said,  “No,  keep  it; 
it  will  not  shorten  your  life,  for  this  disease  is  slow  in  its  pro- 
gress, when  occurring  in  advanced  age.”  She  probably  lived  as 
long  with  it  as  if  it  had  been  removed ; the  breast  never  ulcerated 
she  had  no  pain  in  it,  and  the  patient  died  of  other  complaints. 
However,  I removed  a scirrhous  breast  from  a lady  who  was  se- 
venty-three years  cf  age.  It  had  begun  to  ulcerate,  and  the  pa- 
tient was  anxious  to  have  it  done.  Her  state  was  unpleasant 
to  herself,  and  the  smell  fro^m  the  part  offensive  to  those  around 
her ; and  on  these  accounts  she  was  axious  to  have  an  opera- 
tion performed.  It  wa.s  at  her  own  earnest  solicitation,  and 
not  at  my  suggestion,  that  it  was  done.  The  disease  did  not 
return,  and  the  patient  did  very  well.  You  see,  then,  gentle- 
men, that  there  is  no  period,  however  advanced,  at  which  scir- 
rhous tubercle  of  the  breast  does  not  occur ; but  it  is  not  to  be 
met  with  in  the  young. 

The  progress  of  this  complaint  is  in  some  persons  extremely 
slow.  In  general,  however,  it  destroys  in  about  four  years  from 
the  commencement.  It  is  from  two  to  three  years  in  its  growth, 
and  from  a year  and  a half  to  two  years  in  destroying  life,  after 
it  has  arrived  at  its  acm6.  When  suppuration  and  ulceration 
have  commenced,  and  the  constitution  is  disordered,  it  is  even 
then  some  time  before  the  patient  is  worn  out.  Four  or  five 
years  often  elapse  before  life  is  destroyed.  I have  known 
some  curious  examples,  in  which  the  progress  of  the  disease  to 
the  destruction  of  life  has  been  exceedingly  slow.  I mentioned 
to  you  on  a former  evening  that,  in  the  lady  who  broke  her 
thigh  by  turning  in  bed,  I discovered  accidentally  at  the  time 
that  she  had  an  ulcerated  scirrhus  of  the  breast.  On  feeling 
the  surrounding  part,  I found  a number  of  scirrhou.s  tubercles, 
and  I said,  “ Madam,  how  long  have  you  had  this  disease?’  — 
“ Twenty-two  years.  Sir,”  she  replied.  There  was  a patient  in 
the  other  hospital  once,  who  had  an  ulcerated  scirrhus  of  the 
breast,  and  it  had  remained  in  that  state  for  seventeen  years. 
I am  anxious  when  a patient  comes  to  me  with  this  horrible 
complaint,  in  such  a state  as  to  affoid  her  no  hope  from  opera- 
lion,  to  mention  these  e.xamplcs.  I am  anxious  to  say  to  her, 
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“Though  your  complaint  has  arrived  at  that  stage  in  which 
an  operation  will  be  of  no  avail,  and  though  it  is  of  that  na- 
ture which  does  not  allow  of  cure  by  medical  means,  yet  I can 
tell  you  of  many  instances  in  which  it  has  been  exceedingly 
slow  in  its  progress,  and  if  you  have  your  life  prolonged  ten 
or  seventeen  years  you  will  be  perhaps  content.”  This  ex- 
cites a beam  of  sunshine,  and  a gleam  of  joy  pervades  the 
countenance;  “Death,”  she  then  says,  “ is  not  so  near  as  I 
expected,”  and  her  anxiety  of  mind  is  removed  by  the  hope 
which  she  has  of  the  fatal  event  being  procrastinated.  It  is 
right,  gentlemen,  in  humanity,  to  mention  these  cases  to  pa- 
tients labouring  under  this  most  distressing  di.«ease. 

It  sometimes  happens  that  two  or  three  in  the  same  family 
are  affected  with  scirrhous  tubercle.  I have  known  it  occurin 
three  sisters,  who  were  related  to  a medical  man.  The  first 
w’ould  not  undergo  an  operation,  and  she  died  of  the  disease. 
The  second  did  undergo  an  operation  of  having  the  scirrhous 
tubercle  removed  from  the  breast,  but  she  died  of  a return  of 
the  disease.  The  third  sister  is  still  alive,  and  the  disease  in 
her  has  not  yet  proceeded  to  a fatal  termination.  It  sometimes 
hajipens  that  members  of  the  same  family  will  be  attacked  with 
this  complaint,  but  this  is  not  invariably  the  case  ; but  1 do 
state  that  it  is  right  when  you  observe  the  disease  in  one  sister, 
to  direct  your  attention  immediately  to  the  others,  to  prevent, 
as  far  as  you  can,  its  affecting  them. 

Now,  gentlemen,  as  to  the  causes  of  this  disease  ; it  is  very 
frequently  attributed  to  accident,  but  this  is  rarely  a cause ; 
now  and  then  it  is  the  result  of  a blow,  or  pressure  on  the  part, 
or  injury  to  it  in  some  shape  or  other,  hut  this  is  not  often  the 
case.  Although  the  disease  operates  on  some  particular  part 
of  the  body,  yet  it  is  always  preceded  by  a state  of  constitution 
which  has  excited  it.  He  who  looks  at  this  disease  in  the  light 
of  a local  aflfection  only,  takes  a narrow  view  of  it.  A blow  or 
a bruise  inflicted  on  a healthy  person  would  be  followed  by 
common  inflammation  only,  which  would  lead  to  the  removal 
of  the  matter  effused.  But  if  a blow  were  received  on  the 
breast  when  the  constitution  was  in  a state  disposed  to  the 
formation  of  scirrhous  tubercle,  it  would  be  the  cause  of  a par- 
ticular action  being  excited  in  the  part  injured,  and  might  lay 
the  foundation  of  this  complaint : therefore  you  see  that  no 
blow,  no  pressure  on  the  part,  nor  any  accidental  circumstance 
whatever  will  produce  scirrhus  if  the  constitution  be  sound. 
There  must  be  some  predisposing  cause  in  the  constitution, 
else  it  will  not  occur.  Vet  the  formation  of  scirrhous  tubercle 
does  not  entirely  depend  on  constitutional  derangement ; there 
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must  be  also  a peculiar  action  excited  in  the  part,  and  if  there 
be  no  specific  action,  nor  any  of  the  scirrhous  kind,  you  will 
have  no  appearances  of  the  disease.  To  show  you  that  it  is 
dependent  on  these  two  states,  constitutional  derangement 
and  an  altered  action  in  the  part,  I will  mention  to  you,  that 
if  you  cut  into  a scirrhous  tubercle,  it  will  ulcerate,  and  all  the 
horrors  of  cancer  will  very  soon  be  the  result  of  the  injury ; but 
suppose  you  cut  round  the  tumour,  in  the  healthy  parts,  where 
the  disease  has  not  shown  itself,  the  wound  heals,  and  no  ulcer- 
ation of  the  part  follows ; and  again,  after  the  removal  of  a scir- 
rhous breast,  the  wound  usually  heals  very  kindly.  If  there  is  a 
disposition  in  the  constitution  to  the  production  of  the  disease 
in  any  part,  some  circumstance  exciting  a peculiar  action  in  it 
must  occur,  and  then  scirrhous  inflammation  is  produced.  The 
disease  is  made  up  of  a derangement  in  the  constitution,  and 
of  a local  peculiar  action  ; it  is  the  effect  of  a specific  action  in 
the  part,  preceded  by  a disposition  in  the  constitution  to  its 
production.  'I'he  scirrhotis  tubercle  is  said  to  be  fibrous;  here 
let  me  observe  that  the  fibres  do  not  belong  to  it.  They  are 
nothing  more  than  the  cellular  tissue  thickened  ; if  you  were 
to  macerate  a scirrhous  tumour,  you  might  pick  out  from  the 
cellular  tissue  the  scirrhous  substance,  and  it  would  then  have 
the  appearance  of  a honeycomb,  from  the  circumstances  of  the 
cancerous  matter  being  removed.  This  is  deposited  between 
the  cellular  tissue,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  substance  of  the 
testicle  is  between  septa. 

Treatment  of  Scirrhous  Tubercle. 

I now  come  to  the  treatment  of  scirrhous  tubercle ; and  first 
let  me  observe,  that  we  possess  no  medicine  which  has  any 
power  over  the  disease — none  which  has  any  specific  influence 
on  it ; and  those  who  say  that  they  have  in  their  possession  a 
medicine  which  is  a specific  in  this  complaint  are  empirics,  and 
men  entirely  lost  to  all  sense  of  shame,  honour,  and  honesty. 
Our  profession  boasts  of  no  such  remedy,  and  the  medical  man 
has  still  to  seek  it.  We  have  no  medicine  that  will  cure  this 
disease : and  it  is  our  duty,  as  professional  men,  to  say  so,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  baneful  influeuce  of  those  quacks  vvho  are 
a disgrace  to  the  age  in  which  they  live,  and  who  are  constantly 
advertising  nostrums  for  the  cure  of  cancer.  Honestly,  then, 
let  me  state  to  you  the  fact — we  have  no  medicine  that  can 
cure  this  disease ; but  1 will  tell  you  all  that  can  be  done  by 
the  administration  of  internal  remedies  in  it.  If  a patient  aji- 
plies  to  you  with  scirrhous  tubercle,  and  her  general  health  is 
in  a disordered  state,  you  may  retard  the  progre.ss  of  the  dis- 
ease by  giving  alterative  medicines,  and  thus  prolong  her  days. 
You  should  never  perform  an  operation  for  the  removal  of  a 
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breast,  unless  the  patient  has  undergone  a course  of  medicine. 
Anotlier  view  witli  which  medicine  is  to  be  given  is  this  : if 
an  operation  has  been  performed,  you  should  alter  the  state 
of  the  constitution  by  the  exhibition  of  alterative  medicines, 
such  as  Plummer’s  pill,  and  the  compound  decoction  of  sar- 
•saparilla ; or,  what  I prefer,  infusion  of  gentian,  with  soda 
and  rhubarb ; by  these  means  you  will  improve  the  constitu- 
tion, and  lessen  the  chances  of  the  disease  returning.  You 
may  alter  the  constitution,  but  1 defy  any  man  to  disperse 
scirrhous  tubercle'when  it  has  formed.  No  man  of  common 
honesty  will  pretend  to  do  it.  Thus,  all  we  can  do  by  medi- 
cine is  to  change  the  state  of  the  constitution  prior  to  an  ope- 
ration, so  as  to  prepare  the  patient  for  it ; and  when  an  ope- 
ration has  been  performed,  we  can  give  alteratives  so  as  to 
lessen  the  chance  of  its  returning.  But  medicine  will  not 
have  any  effect  on  scirrhous  tubercle  when  it  is  formed  ; not 
one  tittle.  You  may  take  away  the  surrounding  inflanimabion 
by  local  means,  but  you  can  remove  no  part  whatever  of  the 
scirrhous  inflammation.  I should  have  observed  just  now, 
wlicn  speaking  of  the  causes  of  this  complaint,  that  one  of  the 
most  frequent  is  grief,  or  anxiety  of  mind.  It  aia-ests  the 
progress  of  the  secretions,  produces  irritative  fever,  and  be- 
comes the  forerunner  of  scirrhous  tubercle.  How  often  have 
I seen,  when  a mother  or  a nurse  has  been  watching,  night 
after  night,  with  anxious  solicitude,  the  pangs  and  sufferings 
of  a child,  and  she  had  the  comfort  and  gratification  of  seeing 
its  recovery,  that  in  a short  time  after  this  she  has  come  to 
me  with  an  uneasiness  of  the  breast,  which,  on  examination, 
I discovered  to  be  scirrhous  tubercle.  Full  three- fourths  of 
these  cases  arise  from  grief  and  anxiety  of  mind.  It  is  the 
state  of  mind  and  body  which  j»redisposes  to  this  disease. 
The  mind  acts  on  the  body ; the  secretions  are  arrested,  and 
the  result  is,  the  formation  of  scirrhus.  Look,  then,  in  this 
complaint,  not  only  at  altering  the  state  of  constitution,  but 
relieve  the  mind,  and  remove  the  anxiety,  if  possible,  under 
which  the  patient  labours. 

As  to  local  treatment,  we  possess  no  specific  local  applica- 
tions. They  can  do  nothing  more  than  retard,  in  some  slight 
degree,  the  progress  of  the  disease.  It  is  sometimes  accom- 
panied by  common  inflammation,  and  evaporating  lotions  are 
occasionally  used.  1 do  not  think  you  would  act  wisely  in 
employing  them ; they  seem  rather  to  do  harm  than  good. 
Warm  applications  are  also  improper,  if  they  be  of  consider- 
able heat.  Under  warm  applications  the  disease  grows,  for 
they  increase  the  determination  of  blood  to  the  part.  If  poul- 
tices arc  used,  they  should  not  be  above  the  natural  heat ; but 
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patients  generally  complain  of  them  as  being  uncomfortable, 
it  is  better  to  employ  the  soap  cerate.  If  there  be  much  pain 
with  the  disease,  I order  a drachm  of  extract  of  belladonna  to 
be  rubbed  down  with  an  ounce  of  the  soap  cerate;  this  dimi- 
nishes the  nervous  irritability  of  the  part,  and  the  advantage 
of  the  soap  cerate  is,  that  it  excites  a gentle  perspiration  with- 
out any  undue  heat ; it  is  the  most  useful  application  that  I 
know  of.  If  there  be  much  inflammation  you  can  apply  leeches, 
though  the  mode  of  treatment  which  I like,  is  to  alter  the 
constitution,  and  the  best  for  this  purpose  is  the  exhibition  of 
five  grains  of  Plummer’s  pill  (the  pilulahydrargyri  submuriatis 
composita  of  the  pharmacopoeia)  at  bed-time,  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing day 

Jl;.  Infus.  gentian.  §iss. 

Sodae  carb.  3ss. 

Tinct.  columb.  5i. 

Ammon,  carbon,  gr.v. 

It  is  necessary,  in  tliis  disease,  for  which  no  specific  is 
known,  to  give  those  medicines  which  restore  the  constitution 
generally.  You  will  restore  the  different  secretions  by  Plum- 
mer’s pill,  and  diminish  the  irritability  of  the  nervous  sys- 
tem by  the  carbonate  of  ammonia;  this  is  the  best  plan,  as 
far  as  I know,  to  keep  the  patient  alive  as  long  as  you  can. 
Some  say  you  should  pay  attention  to  diet;  so  you  should, 
but  if  you  give  a patient  a vegetable  diet,  allow  her  nothing 
but  water  to  drink,  and  keep  her  low,  it  will  be  the  vvorst 
plan  you  can  pursue ; if  her  strength  is  affected,  you  will,  by 
this  means,  lower  it  still  more,  and  soon  bring  her  to  the 
grave.  I tell  you  what  every  man  who  has  observed  for  him- 
self knows  to  be  true — I mean  those,  at  least,^  who  have  not 
spent  their  lives  in  the  closet,  but  in  watching  disease.  If 
a patient  consults  me  how  she  is  to  live,  I say  to  her,  take 
those  things  which  you  find  agree  with  your  own  feelings 
best,  and  which  do  not  derange  the  general  health.  If  she 
asks,  “ Should  I take  any  wine  I say,  “No”  “Or  any 
spirits  ?”  “ Certainly  not,”  (God  forbid  that  women  ever 

should  ;)  “ never  hurry  the  circulation,  nor  take  any 
so  as  to  disorder  the  constitution,  but  support  tbe  strength  by 
animal  food.  If  you  should  ever  take  any  wine,  mi.x  it  with 
water.”  The  patient  sometimes  says,  .she  has  been  told  to 
“ live  on  vegetable  food  only  niy  reply  is,  that  “ 1 should 
like  to  know  why  you  have  been  told  so  ; for  the  man  who 
has  done  it  knows  nothing  of  the  nature  of  the  complaint. 

I assure  you,  gentlemen,  that  if  you  weaken  the  stieugth  by 
low  diet,  you  will  immediately  quicken  the  pulse;  yon  will 
perceive  it  in  a person  with  the  pulse  at  80  increase  in  a short 
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time  to  110  and  120,  and  become  small.  Rest  assured  thaJ, 
ill  proportion  as  you  weaken  the  constitution,  you  quicken 
the  pulse.  Do  not  debilitate  it  then  on  the  one  hand,  nor  sti- 
mulate it  on  the  other ; for  if  you  do,  it  will  be  the  sure  way 
to  hasten  the  progress  of  the  disease.  It  was  only  yesterday 
that  I met  in  consultation  three  medical  men  (one  of  whom 
Avas  Dr.  Farre),  on  a person  affected  with  scirrhus.  Dr.  Farre 
has  studied  his  profession  as  a professional  man  ought — has 
dissected  for  himself,  and  by  this  means  has  become  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  structure  of  the  human  body.  He  has 
watched  disease  with  care  in  every  stage,  and,  when  opportu- 
nities have  occurred,  has  pursued  morbid  anatomy  with  a 
zeal  not  often  equalled ; acquiring  a knowledge  of  the  changes 
produced  by  disease  on  the  different  parts  of  the  human  frame. 
This  is  the  way  to  study  medicine  : but  as  to  the  physician 
w'ho  attends  merely  to  his  pharmacopoeia  and  prescriptions, 
which  any  tyro  in  the  profession  can  do  as  well,  he  neglects 
tke  true  means  of  acquiring  professional  knowledge.  One 
point  of  discussion  at  this  consultation  was,  how  the  patient 
should  live.  I waited,  as  1 wished  to  hear  what  the  others 
liad  to  say.  “Shall  she  live  low?”  was  asked  “ Cer- 
tainly not,”  said  Dr.  Farre.  I then  said,  “ I am  very  glad, 
sir,  to  hear  that  opinion  come  from  you.”  The  conversation 
on  the  subject  then  began  (Mr.  Travers  also  was  one  of  the 
gentlemen  jireseut),  and  we  all  uniformly  agreed  that  what 
we  had  observed  in  every  case  of  cancer  or  malignant  tumouv 
Avas,  that  in  proportion  as  the  patient  is  kept  Ioav,  you  preci- 
pitate her  course  to  the  grave  ; this  is  uniformly  so,  and  I 
particularly  dAA'ell  on  it,  in  order  to  prevent  your  minds  being 
poisoned  by  false  doctrines.  Many,  I have  no  doubt,  believe 
an  opposite  mode  of  living  to  be  the  best,  and  conceive  that 
they  have  seen  it  do  good.  They  have  tried  it,  and  have 
thought  the  patient  benefited,  without  taking  into  the  account 
every  concomitant  circumstance  Avhich  has  had  an  influence 
on  the  amelioration  of  the  patient’s  condition.  ’J'he  way  to 
learn  the  effects  of  remedies,  and  different  modes  of  living, 
is  to  try  them  without  having  entertained  any  preconceived 
opinion  as  to  their  efficacy.  If  a remedy  is  tried  under  the 
supposition  that  it  is  sure  to  do  good,  the  practitioner  will 
soon  think  that  it  does.  No  ; the  only  plan  is  to  watch  impar- 
tially the  effect  of  medicines  on  the  constitution,  for  in  fol- 
lowing the  other  vvay  I have  mentioned,  you  will  kill  more  in 
youth  than  you  will  save  in  age. 

Climate  has  been  supposed  to  have  an  effect  in  preventing 
that  state  of  constitution  which  favours  the  return  of  the  dis- 
ease; I tell  you  it  has  no  such  influence.  A person  who  has 
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scirrhous  tubercle  in  England  would  receire  no  advantage  by 
going  to  a warm  climate,  or  by  any  change  whatever.  I will 
give  you  an  instance,  whicli  will  illustrate  this  point  very 
well.  A woman  who  was  operated  on  in  this  country  for  a 
scirrhns  of  the  breast,  went  soon  after  to  the  island  of  Tri- 
nidad; at  the  time  she  left  England  the  wound  had  healed. 
Soon  after  she  reached  Trinidad  the  tumour  returned,  and 
the  glands  of  the  axilla  became  enlarged.  She  was  brought 
back  to  England,  with  her  constitution  extremely  debilitated  ; 
at  the  time  of  her  return  it  was  winter  ; she  soon  sank,  and 
died.  In  England  this  person  had  submitted  to  an  operation  : 
she  went  to  a warm  climate  soon  after  ; the  disease  then  made 
its  appearance  again,  and  she  returned  to  this  country  in  a 
cold  season,  which  had  no  effect  in  retarding  the  progress  of 
the  complaint ; in  the  w'arm  country  the  disease  was  not  pre- 
vented from  returning  ; in  this,  its  progi'ess  was  not  arrested 
by  the  cold. 

Operation  for  the  Removal  of  a Scirrhous  Breast. 

This  operation  is  nothing  more  than  a simple  piece  of  dis- 
section ; it  consists  in  making  a semicircular  incision  at  the 
upper  part  of  the  breast,  and  over  the  tumour;  in  this  step 
you  cut  through  the  vessels  which  supply  the  scirrhus.  When 
the  mammary  artery  and  its  branches  have  been  divided,  you 
desire  an  assistant  to  compress  the  vessels  by  jiressure,  just 
above  the  incision,  and  you  then  go  on  excavating  the  parts 
and  cellular  tissue  ; the  pectoral  muscle  is  laid  bare  (and  it  is 
a good  ])lan  always  to  do  this)  ; lastly,  it  is  right  to  divide  the 
integuments  below  the  tumour,  lest,  as  it  sometimes  happens, 
a gland  is  enlarged  in  the  axilla;  then  it  will  be  best  to  remove 
it,  and  the  intervening  part  between  it  and  the  breast ; for  if 
you  cut  out  the  gland  only,  the  disease  returns,  and  it  is  always 
attended  with  unfavourable  results.  The  absorbent  vessels  are 
the  means  by  which  the  disease  is  communicated  to  the  other 
parts.  If  the  glands  in  the  axilla  generally  are  enlarged,  do 
not  operate,  for  the  disease  will  be  sure  to  return.  I never 
saw  an  operation  performed  under  such  circumstances  suc- 
ce.s.sful.  After  the  breast  is  removed,  bring  the  edges  together 
by  suture  ; in  the  earlier  period  of  my  life  I did  not  adopt 
this  practice  ; I have  since  found  that  the  wound  heals  better 
if  sutures  are  employed  than  adhesive  plaster  only.  You  put 
one  or  two  sutures,  which  keep  the  edges  together  ; when  you 
observe  a dravviirg  in  of  the  nipple,  always  secure  that  part. 
This  very  day  I removed  a breast  with  a nipple  in  this  state, 
in  company  with  a respectable  medical  practitioner,^  and  1 cut 
through  the  centre  of  the  nipjile,  to  see  whether  it  had  any 
connexion  with  the  tumour.  I saw  a scirrhous  band  going 
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across  it  to  the  tumour.  1 would  observe,  that  the  scirrhous 
tumour  is  not  all  the  disease : there  are  roots  wliich  extend 
to  a considerable  distance ; and  those  who  Rave  this  disease 
the  name  of  cancer,  jirobably  knew  more  of  its  nature  than  we 
are  disposed  to  give  them  credit  for.  It  is  supposed  by  some 
that  this  name  was  given  on  account  of  the  appearance  of  the 
surrounding  veins.  I should  rather  say  that  it  was  from  the 
appearances  on  dissection  more  than  from  anything  without. 
When  you  dissect  a^scirrhous  tumour,  you  see  a number  of  roots 
proceeding  to  a considerable  distance,  and  if  yon  remove  the 
tumour  only,  and  not  the  roots,  there  will  be  little  advantage 
from  the  operation  ; no  glandular  structure,  nor  any  of  the 
roots  .should  be  allowed  to  remain.  Bear  in  mind  what  I said 
of  giving  medicines  hefore  and  after  the  operation.  Before 
the  removal  of  a scirrhous  tumour,  put  the  patient  under  a 
course  of  alterative  medicines,  and  afterwards  do  the  same, 
else  the  operation  will  be  of  no  use;  iu  a large  proportion  of 
operations  the  disease  returns  ; 1 have  found  it  difficult  to 
state  an  average.  If  I were  asked,  “ in  one  half  of  the  cases  ?” 
I should  say  “ no  “ if  one  fourth  ?”  “ no  but  the  disease 
returns  in  the  breast  or  other  parts  of  the  body,  after  au  opera- 
tion in  a great  number  of  cases— still  I perform  the  operation  ; 
and  why  ? because  I feel  it  my  duty  to  say  to  a patient  with 
this  complaint,  that  “ there  is  only  one  chance  for  you,  and 
that  is,  an  operation  ; it  sometimes  prevents  the  return  of  the 
disease,  and  it  may  do  it  in  your  case.”  “ If  this  is  my  only 
hope,”  she  says  “ I will  submit  to  it  immediately.”  Another 
reason  why  I perform  it  is,  that  now  and  then  you  see  a pa- 
tient with  this  disease  in  a state  of  ulceration,  worn  out  by 
frequent  bleedings,  foetid  discharge,  and  most  horrible  pains  ; 
by  removing  it,  hope  is  again  revived,  and  she  is  again  restored 
for  months,  and  sometimes  years,  to  a state  of  comparative 
ease.  On  these  two  accounts,  although  an  operation  may  be 
unsuccessful  in  one  case,  and  is  sure  to  be  so  in  the  other,  yet 
I perform  it,  for  a surgeon  is  obliged  to  do  it  at  the  solicita- 
tion of  his  patient. 


LECTURE  XLIV. 


Fungus  Hs;matodes. 

Various  names  have  been  given  to  this  disease  : it  was  origi- 
nally called  soft  cancer,  but  having  been  found  materially  to 
differ  from  true  cancerous  disease,  that  name  was  relinquished, 
and  the  one  given  to  it  by  the  late  Mr.  Hey,  of  Leeds,  viz.. 
Fungus  Hiematodes,  is  that  which  is  now  generally  employed. 
Although  this  affection  has  some  resemblance  to  scirrhous 
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tubercle,  yet  it  differs  from  it  in  very  many  and  essential  par- 
ticulars ; one  of  which  is,  tliat  it  attacks  persons  of  all  ages 
after  puberty  : whereas  the  scirrhous  tubercle,  as  I explained 
to  you  in  my  last  lecture,  does  not  attack  the  very  young,  as 
we  rarely  see  it  under  the  age  of  twenty-seven.  It  occurs 
more  frequently  then  in  early  life  than  scirrhous  tubercle,  and 
not  so  frequently  in  advanced  years.  It  is  very  uncommon  to 
observe  scirrhus  before  the  age  of  twenty-seven  ; but  by  no 
means  uncommon  to  see  fungus  haematodes  at  a much  earlier 
period.  'This  disease,  in  its  earlier  stages,  by  no  means  feels 
so  hard  as  the  true  scirrhus.  When  you  press  upon  it  with  tlie 
finger,  the  spot  readily  receives  an  indentation  ; but  upon  re- 
moving the  finger,  the  hollow  which  it  had  produced  becomes 
instantly  filled  again. 

In  the  earlier  stages,  likewise,  there  is  little  pain,  which  is 
another  strong  discriminating  mark  by  which  you  are  enabled 
to  distinguish  it  from  scirrhous  tubercle.  Practitioners  who, 
for  the  first  time  see  this  disease,  and  who  happen  to  be  unac- 
quainted with  its  nature  ; unacquainted  with  the  positive  and 
negative  diagnostic  signs  by  which  it  is  known,  are  astonished 
at  the  trifling  degree  of  pain  which  patients  feel  when  these  tu- 
mours are  pressed  upon,  or  indeed  when  they  are  even  roughly 
examined.  This  want  of  tenderness,  then,  want  of  hardness, 
and  want  of  pain,  are  the  discriminating  characteristics  which 
direct  your  judgment  towards  forming  a correct  conclusion  as 
to  its  true  nature  ; and  at  the  same  time  will  clearly  pourtray 
to  you  the  difference  between  it  and  the  genuine  scirrhus. 

in  addition  to  these  marks,  the  tumour  which  constitutes 
fungus  haematodes  is  not  so  clearly  defined  as  scirrhous  tu- 
bercle ; it  is  difficult  to  say  where  the  diseased  structure  ter- 
minates, and  where  the  healthy  structure  commences ; the  base 
of  the  tumour  is,  therefore,  diffused  among  the  healthy  cellular 
membrane  or  other  parts  where  it  shall  happen  to  be  situated  ; 
and  in  this  resi)ect  differs  most  decidedly  from  scirrhous  tu- 
bercle, as  1 explained  to  you  in  the  last  lecture. 

There  is  still,  gentlemen,  another  diagnostic  sign  in  fungus 
haematodes  of  the  breast,  which  is,  that  the  disease  may  ad- 
vance even  to  suppuration  and  ulceration,  without  the  glands 
of  the  axilla  becoming  at  all  affected. 

When  this  disease  exists,  and  is  removed  by  the  knife,  it 
will  rather  shew  itself,  should  it  again  appear,  in  some  distant 
part  of  the  body  than  in  the  glands  of  the  axilla.  I he  disease 
is  mucli  quicker  in  its  progress  than  scirrhous  tubercle  ; it 
grows  much  faster,  the  morbid  action  appears  to  be  much 
more  active,  consequently,  in  si.x  or  eight  months  it  will  have 
acquired  very  considerable  magnitude  ; whereas  in  true  scir' 
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rims,  at  the  expiration  of  even  two  years  the  disease  often 
will  not  have  reached  any  remarkable  size.  I have  seen  the 
skin  covering  fungus  hoeuiatodes  of  a livid  colour  as  early  as 
the  thirteenth  week  from  the  commencement  of  the  disease, 
and  in  five  months  I have  known  it  destroy  life  ; therefore  I 
am  fully  justified  in  saying  that  it  is  much  more  rapid  in  its 
progress  than  scirrhous  tubercle  ; for  we  find  that  it  becomes 
in  tlie  course  of  a few  mouths,  of  considerable  bulk,  having  a 
livid  surface,  and  a,fluctuating  feel ; this  sense  of  fluctuation 
does  in  leality  arise  from  a fluid  ; and  which  fluid,  when  dis- 
charged, has  the  appearance  of  coffee.  It  is  composed  of  se- 
rum, the  red  particles  of  the  blood,  and  bile;  that  it  is  true 
serum  is  known  by  a portion  of  it  coagulating  on  its  admixture 
with  the  alkalis,  muriatic  and  nitric  acids,  and  from  the  appli- 
cation of  heat  ; that  there  is  bile  in  it  is  known  by  the  yellow- 
tint  which  it  gives  to  white  paper.  I have  at  this  time,  in  a 
bottle,  some  paper  which  was  written  upon  with  this  fluid 
some  years  since,  and  the  yellowness  is  perfectly  distinct  up 
to  the  present  i)criod.  Although  the  fluid  contained  in  the  cyst 
of  fungus  haematodes  is  of  so  dark  a colour,  yet  it  is  not  of  a 
malignant  nature  ; it  sometimes  is  perfectly  transparent,  being 
much  more  clear  tlian  the  serum  of  hydrocele,  having  in  it  les.s 
albumen,  and  more  water  ; but  most  frequently  the  fluid  is  of  a 
dark  colour,  resembling  coffee,  as  I before  stated  to  you,  and 
composed  of  the  red  particles  of  the  blood,  serum,  and  bile. 

Well,  as  the  di.seased  action  goes  on,  inflammation  is  ex- 
cited, and  at  length  the  cyst  bursts  ; nature  attempts  to  relieve, 
by  exciting  in  the  parietes  of  the  cyst  the  adhesive  process ; 
but  failing  in  this  attempt,  owing  to  a peculiarity  of  constitu- 
tion, a fungus  sprouts  forth.  Here  (holding  up  a preparation) 
you  see  it  shooting  out  in  the  manner  described  ; the  edges  of 
the  cyst  being  everted,  or  turned  away  from  the  fungus.  In 
a short  time  it  becomes  of  a considerable  size,  and  the  dis- 
charge from  it  is  really  enormous;  so  great,  indeed,  that  it  will 
as  completely  wet  a handkerchief  in  the  space  of  half  an  hour, 
as  if  it  had  been  dipped  in  water  ; and  the  smell  of  the  dis- 
charge is  often  so  disagreeable,  that  the  surgeon  who  has  seen 
much  of  this  disease  will  be  acquainted  witli  its  character  the 
moment  he  enters  the  patient’s  room.  Now,  gentlemen,  this 
disease  has  a continued  disposition  to  slough,  and  from  that 
circumstance  it  occasionally  receives  a natural  cure;  for  in- 
stances have  been  known,  where  the  entire  tumour  has 
sloughed,  and  the  wound  healed  kindly,  to  the  permanent 
relief  of  the  patient.  Mr.  Cline  had  a patient  in  this  hospital 
whose  fungus  separated  in  the  manner  1 have  just  described 
to  you.  She  was  discharged  cured  from  the  hospital,  but 
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whether  the  disease  ever  after  returned  I am  unable  to  inform 
you. 

Tlve  dissections  of  those  who  die  of  fungus  hzematodes  show 
that  it  generally  exists  in  different  parts  of  the  body  at  tbe 
same  period;  and  the  cellular  membrane,  together  with  many 
of  the  glands  will  be  found  studded  with  tubercles  ; for  the 
disposition  of  the  constitution  to  produce  the  disease  in  one 
situation  naturally  operates  towards  producing  it  in  another, 
and  thus  it  will  be  present  in  many  parts  at  the  same  time, 
although  its  severity  in  one  particular  spot  will  be  the  imme- 
diate cause  of  death. 

[The  learned  lecturer  here  exhibited  to  the  class  several 
preparations,  illustrative  and  confirmatory  of  the  foregoing 
remarks.] 

The  liver  and  lungs  are  very  commonly  attacked  with  these 
tubercles,  the  liver  so  much  so,  that  you  are  often  unable  to 
make  the  least  section  of  it  witliout  some  of  them  being  ob- 
servable, shewing  that  every  part  of  this  gland  is  equally  filled 
with  them. 

The  uterus  is  not  unfrequently  diseased  from  fungus  hsema- 
todes  ; likewise  the  ovaria  ; the  cellular  tissue ; the  brain  and 
medulla]  spinalis,  but  of  all  the  parts  of  the  body  most  fre- 
quently attacked  there  are  none  so  much  so  as  tendinous  struc- 
tures. And  so  desirous,  as  it  were,  does  this  disease  appear  to 
be  to  attack  these  parts,  that  we  find,  when  it  is  situated  in 
the  breast,  it  not  only  grows  externally,  but  penetrates  deeply 
through  the  pectoral  and  intercostal  muscles,  regularly  fol- 
lowing the  course  of  the  tendons  and  tendinous  ex])ansions. 

Causes  of  Fungus  H^matoues. 

When  many  important  parts  are  affected  at  the  same  time, 
it  is  evident  that  the  cause  must  be  constitutional ; in  fact,  it 
ever  owes  its  origin  to  a peculiarity  of  con.stitution.  Although 
it  may  thus  arise  in  almost  every  iriiportant  organ  at  the  same 
time,  and  be  thus  generally  diffused  throughout  the  system, 
yet  it  appears  that  it  may  possess  mei’cly  a local  occupation  of 
a part,  and  the  neighbouring  structures  be  entirely  Iree  from 
any  morbid  or  diseased  action  ; for  upon  I'enioving  fungoid 
tumours,  we  find  that  the  wounds  tlius  produced  heal  as 
kindly  as  any  other  wounds  caused  by  the  extirpation  of  any 
other  tumours.  In  making  this  observation,  I wish  it  to  be 
understood  most  distinctly,  that  your  incisions  are  to  be  made 
bevond  the  discoloured  or  inflamed  parts,  for  if  you  cut  into 
the  skin  which  has  become  reddened,  it  will,  of  course,  have 
taken  on  its  iicculiar  morbid  action,  and  the  disease  will 
most  unque-stionably  still  continue  to  grow  in  that  situation. 
’Hierefore  I particularly  caution  you  never  to  introduce  your 
knife  into  the  integuincnts  which  surround  fungoid  tumours, 
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should  such  integuments  have  become  discoloured  by  the  in- 
fluence of  the  disease.  So,  likewise,  in  amputations  for  fun- 
goid diseases ; if  you  do  not  operate  at  a suflicient  distance 
from  the  seat  of  the  malady,  you  will  find  that  the  granula- 
tions which  form  upon  the  surface  of  medullary  structures, 
will  possess  a fungoid  character,  and  ultimately  put  on  every 
appearance  of  the  original  disease.  Very  carefully,  therefore, 
avoid  cutting  into  parts  in  the  vicinity  of  fungoid  diseases  ; 
and  if  you  do  not,  depend  upon  it  that  your  operations  will  be 
rarely  successful.  It  is  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  promot- 
ing the  favourable  issue  of  your  operations,  that  you  should 
attend  to  the  state  of  the  patient’s  constitution,  both  before 
and  after  the  operation.  With  this  view  you  should  allow 
him  a nutritious  diet,  pure  air,  and  a reasonable  proportion  of 
e.xercise  ; you  should  likewise  prescribe  for  him,  in  the  way 
of  medicine,  either  the  hydrargyrus,  cum  creta,  or  Plummer’s 
pill,  together  with  some  bitter  infusion,  and  soda.  Local 
means  are  of  very  little  service  in  this  disease  ; indeed,  I be- 
lieve, unless  they  are  assisted  by  constitutional  remedies  at 
the  same  time,  that  they  will  prove  utterly  useless.  Some 
practitioners  rest  their  hoj)e  entirely  on  local  applications,  but 
this  is  truly  absurd,  as  it  is  next  to  impossible  that  a cure  can 
be  effected  by  them. 

It  has  been  attempted  to  cure  fungus  htematodes,  by  caus- 
ing it  to  slough,  and  it  has  been  endeavoured  to  accomplish 
this  by  means  of  pressure,  which  destroys  its  circulation  ; at 
the  same  time,  however,  that  pressure  is  employed,  you  must 
carefully  attend  to  the  state  of  the  patient’s  general  health  ; 
for  if  you  do  not,  your  other  efforts  will  be  attended  with  dis- 
appointment. Much  has  been  said  respecting  the  largeness 
of  the  vessels  in  these  tumours  ; but  if  these  vessels  are  large 
no  danger  ought  to  be  apprehended  from  hemorrhage,  as  the 
bleeding  can  easily  be  stopped  by  means  of  pressure.  The 
fact  is,  that  blood-vessels  situated  in  fungoid  tumours  have 
no  contractile  power;  consequently,  when  they  are  cut  into, 
or  divided,  the  bleeding  from  them  will  continue  for  a consi- 
derable period,  unless  pressure  be  employed. 

With  regard  to  the  success  of  the  operation,  it  may  be  said, 
that  it  is  more  successful  at  the  immediate  part  operated  upon 
than  is  the  case  of  scirrhous  tubercle,  but  it  certainly  returns 
rnore  frequently  in  other  parts  of  the  body,  and  in  which  situa- 
tions it  probably  existed  in  an  incipent  state  at  the  moment 
that  the  operation  was  performed  ; it  is  altogether  an  un- 
manageable complaint,  and  one  which  is  calculated  to  cast  op- 
probrium upon  the  practice  of  s\irgery. 

Simple  Chronic  Tu.mour  oe  the  Breast. 

'Ihis  disease  is  not  of  a malignant  character,  and  by  no 
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means  dangerous  to  life  ; it  is  generally  very  young  people 
who  are  attacked  by  it,  and  we  seldom  see  it  in  persons  above 
thirty  years  o£  _age.  I will  try  to  describe,  in  a familiar  man- 
ner, the  mode  in  which  this  disease  will  be  exhibited  to  you  : 
A young  person,  between  the  age  of  tifteen  and  thirty,  will  be 
brought  to  you  by  her  parents,  on  account  of  a swelling  in  her 
breast;  when  you  look  at  her,  you  see  that  she  has  a perfectly 
healthy  appearance,  and,  in  all  probability,  is  much  younger 
than  those  who  are  usually  attacked  by  scirrhous  tubercle. 
Her  parents  being  naturally  anxious  for  their  child’s  safety, 
express  their  fears  of  the  disease  being  cancerous  ; at  this  you 
smile,  and  tell  them  that  cancer  does  not  attack  persons  of  her 
healthy  appearance,  or  persons  so  young : upon  examining 
the  breast  you  find  an  exceedingly  moveable  tumour,  but  more 
diffused  iu  the  surrounding  substance  than  true  scirrhus  ; that 
is,  its  limits  are  not  so  accurately  or  distinctly  defined,  having 
likewise  a lobulated  feel,  being  divided  into  distinct  apart- 
ments by  septa,  producing  the  same  kind  of  sensation  to  the 
fingers  as  fatty  tumours  ; you  have  here  (delivering  a prepa- 
ration to  a student)  an  opportunity  of  seeing  this  kind  of  tu- 
mour; and  upon  carefully  examining  it,  you  will  find  that  the 
account  which  I have  given  you  is  correct.  Well,  then,  the 
age  and  healthy  appearance  of  the  person  ; the  lobulated 
feel  of  the  tumour,  and  its  lying  more  blended  with  the  neigh- 
bouring parts,  will  at  once  point  out  to  yon  that  the  disease  is 
not  cancerous  ; which,  gentlemen,  you  may  inform  the  per- 
son’s parents,  and  likewise  tell  them  that  the  disease  never 
will  become  cancerous.  I assure  you  that  this  disease  is  not 
in  the  slightest  degree  of  a malignant  character,  neither  is  it 
attended  with  the  least  danger.  Now,  then,  as  to  the  result 
of  these  tumours  : they  may  grow  larger,  and  may  be  attended 
with  pain  at  the  periods  of  menstruation,  but  never  will  prove 
of  serious  consequence  ; upon  that  you  may  depend.  If,  how- 
ever, the  mind  should  be  rendered  wretched  in  consequence 
of  the  existence  of  such  a tumour,  an  incision  will  instantly 
enable  you  to  remove  it,  and  thereby  allay  all  mental  irrita- 
tion : but  as  far  as  the  tumour  is  itself  concerned,  and  as  re- 
gards the  health  or  safety  of  the  patient,  the  operation  is  by 
no  means  necessary ; the  size  of  the  tumour  is  generally  from 
that  of  a filbert  or  walnut  to  that  of  a billiard-ball.  Here  are 
some  preparations  (giving  them  to  the  students)  in  which  you 
can  see  their  general  size  and  character  ; here,  however,  is  one 
of  very  considerable  magnitude  ; it  appeared  that  the  general 
health  of  the  woman  from  whom  this  tumour  was  taken,  was 
very  little  affected  ; she  felt  pain  in  the  tumour  at  the  men- 
struating period,  but  there  was  no  broken  state  of  constitu- 
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tion,  or  general  debility.  The  causes  of  these  tumours  arc 
usually  obscure;  it  is  difficult  to  say  what  gives  rise  to  them, 
but  I believe  a frequent  cause  may  be  traced  to  the  pressure 
produced  by  the  vvhalebone  aud  steel  busks  usually  worn  in 
stays. 

Treatment. — 1 do  not  find  that  medical  treatment  has  any 
influence  upon  these  tumours  ; you  may,  however,  for  the 
purpose  of  correcting  the  state  of  the  constitution,  should  any 
thing  amiss  exist  iu  it,  give  the  hydra rg.  cumcreta,  or  Plum- 
mer’s pill,  together  with  soda  and  rhubarb  ; these  medicines, 
whatever  they  may  accomplish  towards  preventing  the  growth 
of  the  tuibour,  certainly  will  not  disperse  it  when  once  form- 
ed ; at  all  events,  if  you  do  not  try  medicines,  you  cannot 
relieve  by  them  : in  the  use  of  mercury,  however,  be  particu- 
larly careful  not  to  push  it  too  far,  for  should  you  do  so,  the 
remedy  will  prove  much  more  dangerous  than  the  disease ; and 
it  is  likewise  a hazardous  experiment  to  administer  mercury 
to  young  people  who  are  exposed  to  the  vicissitudes  of  our  cli- 
mate. The  worst  that  can  happen  is  the  removal  of  the  tu- 
mour by  the  knife;  an  operation  which  is  not  attended  with 
the  least  danger,  and  always  succeeds  in  affording  permanent 
relief,  for  the  disease  does  not  return.  The  vessels  which 
supply  these  tumours  are  by  no  means  large.  I recollect  on 
one  occasion,  however,  when  a surgeon  was  removing  one  of 
them  from  a woman’s  breast  in  the  other  hospital,  that  upon 
separating  the  base  of  the  tumour  from  its  attachment,  so  vio- 
lent a gush  of  blood  took  place,  as  for  the  moment  completely 
to  appal  the  surgeon,  and  induce  him  to  believe  the  knife  had 
penetrated  the  patient’s  heart ; subsequently  it  was  discovered 
that  one  unusually  large  vessel  which  supplied  the  tumour, 
had  been  divided,  and  from  thence  the  violent  bleeding  arose. 
Instead  of  the  vessels  being  of  great  size  which  feed  these  tu- 
mours, it  is  found,  upon  dissection,  that  they  are  merely  small 
branches  from  the  neighbouring  cellular  tissues  ; this,  then,  is 
what  I name  the  simple  chronic  tumour  of  the  breast.  It  now 
and  then  occurs  that  the  breast,  as  well  as  other  parts  of  the 
body,  is  attacked  hy  Adipose  Tumours,  and  some  of  them  have 
been  known  to  acquire  enormous  dimensions.  I have  myself 
removed  one  from  the  breast  of  a woman  which  weighed  four- 
teen pounds  ten  ounce.s.  This  is  the  tumour  (the  professor 
here  put  his  hand  upon  a preparation  which  stood  upon  the 
table  before  him) , aud  although  it  may  appear  to  you  an  ope- 
ration of  a most  formidable  nature,  yet  it  was  not  so  ; there 
was  no  risk  attending  it,,  and  the  only  peculiarity  which  ex- 
isted was,  that  the  veins  were  much  larger  than  in  ordinary 
tumours  of  the  breast. 
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Tlie  next  tumour  which  1 shall  describe  is  very  common  in 
young  people,  and  I have  called  it 

The  Jkritable  Tumour  of  the  Breast. 

Like  the  simple  chronic  tumour,  it  generally  occurs  in  per- 
sons from  fifteen  to  twenty-five  years  of  age.  These  young 
persons  are  of  sanguineous  temperament,  and  often  of  lovely 
aspect.  The  parents,  in  this  case,  like  the  former,  show  the 
greatest  solicitude  for  their  daughter’s  welfare,  and  anxiously 
inquire  of  you  if  the  disease  be  not  cancerous  ? You  endea- 
vour to  soothe  their  minds  by  representing  to  them  its  harm- 
less, inoffensive  nature,  at  the  same  time  telling  them  that 
cancer  does  not  attack  individuals  so  young  or  so  healthy  as 
their  daughter.  Upon  the  breast  being  bared,  and  upon  exa- 
mining it,  the  moment  you  touch  the  tumour  you  will  find 
that  the  patient  will  instantly  shrink  from  you,  and  will  be  so 
alive  to  the  most  trifling  pain,  that  she  may  be  compared  to 
a sensitive  plant.  If  you  examine  the  tumour  otherwise  than 
with  gentleness,  she  will  experience  pain  for  hours,  and  even 
days  afterwards,  yo  e.xquisitely  tender  is  this  irritable  swelling. 
Although  it  is  painful  in  common,  yet  the  tenderness  and  pain 
immediately  before  the  period  of  menstruating  are  almost  in- 
credible ; the  pain  extends  from  the  breast  to  the  arm  on  the 
affected  side,  and  down  to  the  fingers’  ends,  and  has  even 
been  known  to  affect  the  sight.  There  is  no  necessity  for 
alarm  in  these  cases  ; the  cause  of  the  disease  is  easily  ascer- 
tained : it  merely  arises  from  functional  derangement.  There 
is  no  visceral  disorganization,  and  to  afford  relief,  you  have 
merely  to  adopt  such  measui  es  as  are  calculated  to  restore  to 
its'‘'proper  quantity  and  condition  the  uterine  secretion. 

It  has  happened  that  some  practitioners  have  lemoved  a 
great  portion  of  the  glandular  part  of  the  breast  on  account  of 
these  irritable  swellings.  Such  operations  are  not  only  unne- 
cessary, but  highly  improper,  as  it  is  impossible  that  they  can 
prove  of  any  service,  for  the  irritable  breast  is  sure  to  return 
unless  the  menstrual  discharge  be  restored  to  its  natural  state  j 
to  accomplish  this,  the  best  medicine  you  can^  administer  is 
misturaferri  composita,an  ounce  and  a half  of  it  two  or  time 
times  a day  ; or  from  two  to  five  grains  of  the  ferrum  Huimo- 
niatum,  two  or  three  times  a day,  and  from  this  combinaciou 
of  ammonia  and  steel  I have  seen  the  greatest  possible  benefit 
result  to  the  patient.  As  the  uterine  discharge  increases,  the 
irritation  in  the  breast  lessens,  and  will  soon  completely  dis- 

.Several  surgeons  are  in  the  habit  of  applying  leeches  to 
breasts  thus  affected  ; whether  they  prove  advantageous  or 
not,  1 think,  is  e.xceedingly  equivocal,  for  by  diminishing  the 
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strength,  it  is  'possible  they  may  prove  highly  injurious.  Be 
particularly  upon  your  guard  against  operating  for  the  removal 
of  these  irritable  swellings  ; such  operations  will  prove  hurtful 
to  your  reputation.  Rather  attempt  to  cure  the  disease  by 
restoring  to  its  proper  quantity  the  uterine  secretion  ; the 
irritable  tumours  of  the  breast  are  so  common,  that  you  will 
not  have  been  in  practice  six  mouths  without  having  met  with 
several  such  cases. 

Of  Cakcinoma  in  the  Nipplf.  of  Man. 

The  nipple  of  m5n  is  sometimes  affected  with  cancerous  ul- 
ceration, similar  to  the  breasts  of  women  : it  begins  in  the 
same  way,  in  the  form  of  the  scirrhous  tubercle  ; here,  how- 
ever, it  is  generally  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the 
nipple.  An  incrustation  forms  on  the  surface  of  the  nipple  ; 
this  drops  off,  another  succeeds  it,  and  another  to  tliat  again, 
until  an  ulcer  is  produced,  and  ultimately  the  whole  nipple  is 
destroyed  ; then  the  glands  in  the  axilla,  and  likewise  those 
above  the  clavicle,  become  diseased  ; and  men  die  from  this 
complaint  precisely  in  the  same  manner  as  women  do  from 
cancerous  breasts.  In  this  disease  the  chance  of  success  from 
an  operation  depends  upon  its  being  performed  before  the 
axillary  glands  become  diseased  ; if  those  glands  are  diseased, 
you  should  not  tlien  employ  the  knife  ; the  result  of  two 
case.*',  which  I saw  some  years  ago,  fully  convinced  me  of  the 
propriety  of  what  I am  now  telling  you.  In  both  those  cases 
the  glands  in  tlie  axilla  had  partaken  of  the  diseased  action, 
and  the  disease  appeared  there  with  as  much  violence  as  ever, 
after  it  had  been  removed  from  the  breast.  'J'he  medicines 
which  are  used  for  the  carcinoma  in  the  female  may  also  be 
employed  here. 

'rumours  occasionally  exist  around  the  areola  of  children, 
from  seven  to  twelve  years  of  age.  I do  not  know  whether 
they  have  ever  been  described  or  named  by  authors,  but  I 
have  always  called  them  the  Areola  Tumour  : they  generally 
appear  between  the  age  of  seven  and  nine  ; but  I have  seen 
them  in  children  as  far  advanced  as  twelve  years  of  age.  Upon 
examining  the  breast,  you  will  find  a swelling  as  large  as  a 
half-crown,  just  round  the  areola ; flattened  towards  the 
outer  edge,  but  convex  in  the  centre,  that  is,  the  nipple,  which 
the  swelling  closely  surrounds. 

Boys  as  well  as  girls  are  subject  to  this  disease  ; but  I never 
saw  cither  afflicted  with  it  after  the  age  of  puberty,  nor  ante- 
rior to  the  age  of  seven. 

The  mode  to  adopt  for  their  cure  is  to  employ  the  emplast. 
ammon.  c.  liydrarg.,  having  a hole  in  its  centre,  for  the  re- 
ception of  the  nipple  ; this  plaster  will  generally  succeed  in 
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effecting  a cure  in  the  space  of  six  months  ; it  should  be  oc- 
casionally changed  or  renewed — say  about  every  eight  or  ten 
days  At  the  same  time  that  you  are  using  the  plaster,  you 
should  give  to  the  patient  the  eighth  or  sixteenth  of  a grain  of 
the  oxyinur.  hydrarg.  in  3i.  of  tinct.  cinchon.  bis.  die.  Or  if 
the  bowels  should  be  disordered,  you  may  substitute  for  the 
‘tinct.  cinchon.  5i.  of  tinct.  rhei.  The  plaster  constantly  used, 
and  these  medicines  occasionally  taken,  you  will  generally 
find,  in  the  course  of  six  months,  that  the  complaint  has  been 
subdued.  T have  known  it  cured  as  early  as  the  third  month 
from  the  commencement  of  this  treatment. 

Of  the  Lacteal  Tumour. 

Women,  shortly  after  their  confinement,  are  frequently  an- 
noyed by  these  tumours.  A female  will  come  to  you  with  au 
immense  swelling  on  the  breast,  and,  upon  examining  it  with 
your  hand,  you  readily  perceive  a sense  of  fluctuation  ; this 
leads  you  to  believe  that  it  is  chronic  abscess  ; but  you  will 
find  no  sign  of  inflammation,  nor  any  inconvenience  from 
pain.  With  a lancet  you  open  the  sac,  and  there  will  be  dis- 
charged a considerable  quantity  of  milk  ; the  sac  is  filled  by 
it  only ; and  if  the  milk  be  put  by  for  twenty-four  hours  its 
surface  will  be  covered  with  cream.  After  the  milk  has  been 
evacuated,  you  should  introduce  into  the  opening  made  by  the 
lancet,  a sponge  or  cotton  tent;  this,  in  a short  time  will  ex- 
cite inflammation  in  the  sides  of  the  sac ; adhesive  matter  will 
be  tlirown  out,  which,  gluing  the  parietes  of  the  sac  to  each 
other,  will  be  the  means  of  gradually  obliterating  the  cavity, 
and  thus  produce  a permanent  cure.  This  treatment  is  effec- 
tual in  relieving  such  cases  ; it  is  the  best  that  I am  acquainted 
with,  and  I have  seen  it  most  decidedly  successful  in  at  least  a 
dozen  instances. 


LECTURE  XLV. 


On  Retention  of  Urine. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  enter  at  any  length  into  the  causes 
which  produce  retention  of  urine  : for  this  part  of  the  subject 
I shall  leave  until  I describe  to  you  the  venereal  disease,  which 
[ shall  shortly  have  occasion  to  do.  I shall  at  present  merely 
state,  that  the  most  frequent  causes  of  retention  of  urine,  are 
strictures  in  the  urethra,  and  enlargement  of  the  jirostate 
gland.  There  are  several  otlier  causes,  which  give  rise  to 
this  state  ; an  accumulation  of  blood  in  the  bladder  ; stones  in 
the  urethra,  or  the  pressure  of  matter  between  the  prostate 
gland  and  the  rectum,  will  sometimes  occasion  a necessity  for 
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opening  the  bladder.  In  the  female,  the  most  frequent  cause 
of  retention  of  urine  is,  retroversion  of  the  uterus.  I have 
also  seen  a cancerous  disease  iu  the  vagina,  closing  the  meatus 
urinarius,  and  thus  rendering  it  necessary  to  puncture  the 
bladder.  Before  I speak  more  particularly  of  the  means  which 
surgeons  recommend  for  relieving  retention  of  urine  by  the 
knife,  I will  first  shew  you  the  method  of  introducing  the 
catheter  into  the  bladder.  No  man  should  think  of  perform- 
ing any  operation  by  puncturing  the  bladder,  or  in  any  other 
way,  without  first'endeavouring  to  relieve  the  patient  by  the 
introduction  of  the  catheter.  'Phe  form  and  size  of  the  catheter 
are  subject  to  some  variation  ; that  which  is  used  for  stricture 
in  the  urethra  diBers  materially  from  that  which  is  required  in 
cases  of  enlargement  of  the  prostate  gland.  The  prostate  cathe- 
ter, if  I may  so  call  it,  should  betwo  inches  longer  than  the  com- 
mon catheter  ; and  the  curve  is  considerably  greater  than  that 
of  the  catheter  for  strictures  in  the  urethra.  The  latter  is, 
indeed,  generally  too  much  curved  ; the  curve  should  be,  as 
nearly  as  possible,  like  the  natural  curve  of  the  urethra.  The 
catheter  is  not  only  used  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  off  the 
water,  but  it  is  often  employed  as  a bougie;  indeed,  I com- 
monly use  the  common  catheter,  as  1 shall  hereafter  have  oc- 
casion to  state  to  you,  for  the  purpose  of  dilating  strictures  in 
the  urethra,  and,  consequently,  rendering  any  other  operation 
unnecessary.  When  you  are  called  upon  to  introduce  a cathe- 
ter, place  yourself  upon  the  right  side  of  the  patient,  jtass  it 
down  under  the  arch  of  the  pubes  perpendicularly,  until  you 
reach  the  membranous  part  of  the  urethra  ; and  then  do  not 
continue  to  pass  the  instrument  in  that  direction,  for  if  you 
do,  you  will  push  it  towards  the  rectum  instead  of  entering 
the  bladder  ; but  having  readied  the  membranous  part  of  the 
urethra,  you  have  only  to  move  your  hand  thus  (showing 
the  motion),  and  the  instrument  will  immediately  enter  the 
bladder.  This  is  the  whole  secret  of  pa.s.sing  a catheter ; you 
have  only  to  bear  in  mind  the  two  motions  which  are  neces- 
sary to  effect  your  purpose,  for  if  you  continue  to  press  the 
catheter  onwards,  when  you  have  reached  the  membranous 
portion  of  the  urethra,  you  will  press  the  point  of  the  instru- 
ment upon  the  rectum  instead  of  introducing  it  into  the  blad- 
der. In  cases  of  enlargement  of  the  prostate  gland,  there 
will  be  some  difference  in  the  mode  of  passing  the  catheter  ; 
and  it  is  a difference  which  it  is  somewhat  difficult  to  explain. 
When  the  prostate  is  enlarged,  the  urethra  is  pushed  forward 
so  as  to  be  doubled  on  the  point  of  the  instrument.  You 
must,  in  this  case,  pass  the  catheter  down  to  the  apex  of  the 
prostate  gland,  then  carry  the  instrument  towards  the  abdo- 
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men,  as  to  push  the  uretlira  as  much  as  you  can  towards  the 
perinaeuui,  and  then  having  brought  the  urethra  into  a straight 
line  again,  depress  the  point  of  the  instrument,  and  you  will 
be  enabled  to  pass  it  into  the  bladder.  (The  learned  profes- 
sor proceeded  to  show  the  method  of  passing  the  catheter  on 
the  dead  subject.)  I certainly  do  hold  that  it  is  the  fault  of 
the  surgeon,  if  the  bladder  is  ever  tapped  for  enlargement  of 
the  prostate  gland  : whenever  such  an  operation  is  performed 
for  this  disease,  it  arises  entirely  from  the  surgeon’s  want  of 
knowledge  and  adroitness  ; for  any  man  may  readily  pass  an 
instrument  into  the  bladder  in  these  cases,  if  he  understands 
the  formation  of  the  parts,  and  has  been  in  the  habit  of  intro- 
ducing instruments  into  the  bladder.  I have  now  for  many 
years  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  these  hospitals,  and  I 
have  seen  something  of  the  private  practice  of  London,  and  I 
can  assure  you  that  I have  never  yet  seen  a case  of  enlarged 
prostate,  either  in  these  hospitals  or  in  my  private  practice, 
in  which  it  was  necessary  to  puncture  the  bladder.  I know 
that  it  has  been  dune  repeatedly  ; but  if  the  surgeon  is  suffi- 
ciently adroit,  it  is  never  necessary.  There  are  cases  of 
stricture  in  the  urethra,  in  which  an  operation  for  relieving 
the  bladder  of  an  accumulated  load  of  urine  is  rendered  ne- 
cessary. Let  us  consider  the  means  which  different  surgeons 
have  proposed  for  this  purpose ; and  first  let  me  observe  to 
you  that  the  bladder  has  not  unfrequently  been  punctured 
above  the  pubes. 

The  Operation  of  Puncturing  the  Bladder  above 
THE  Pubes. 

This  operation  is  founded  on  the  following  anatomical  cir- 
cumstances : — In  the  natural  formation  of  the  parts,  the  peri- 
toneum falls  from  the  inner  side  of  the  rectus,  over  the  upper 
part  of  the  bladder,  and  is  reflected  backvvard  to  the  fundus, 
leaving  a space  filled  with  cellular  tissue  between  the  pubes 
and  the  reflected  peritoneum.  This  is  the  space  in  which  the 
surgeon  performs  the  opeiation  ; but  when  the  bladder  is  ex- 
cessively distended  with  urine,  it  will  sometimes  happen  that 
it  reaches  as  far  as  the  navel,  occupying  a great  part  of  tiie 
anterior  portion  of  the  abdomen.  An  instance  of  this  may  he 
seen  in  a cast  taken  by  Mr.  Solly,  from  a case  which  was 
brought  a few  days  ago  into  the  museum.  (The  learned  pro- 
fessor e.xliibiled  the  cast  to  the  class.)  The  peritoneum  is  not 
within  the  reach  of  the  pubes,  but  is  three  inches  removed 
from  it;  consequently,  it  is  reflected  over  the  bladder,  and  a 
large  space  is  left  for  the  oiieration  betw|een  the  reflected 
peritoneum  and  the  pubes.  Your  object  in  performing  the 
operation  is,  to  avoid  wounding  the  peritoneum,  which  is  in 
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the  highest  degree  dangerous,;  but' such  a circumstance  could 
only  arise  from  the  uiiskilfulness  of  the  surgeon.  Cases  have 
occurred,  in  which  the  peritoneum  has  been  punctured,  and 
yet  the  patient  has  survived.  The  operation  of  puncturing 
the  bladder  above  the  pubes  is  one  of  the  most  simple  and 
easy  ; it  requires  very  little  anatomical  knowledge,  and  very 
little  adroitness  on  the  part  of  the  surgeon  who  perforins  it. 
All  that  is  required  is  this — make  your  incision  through  the 
integuments  to  the  extent  of  an  inch  above  the  pubes.  It  is 
best  to  open  the  integuments  in  the  first  instance,  because  the 
trocar  will  afterwards  cntei  the  bladder  with  more  ease,  and 
because,  if  there  should  be  any  extravasation  of  urine  by  the 
side  of  the  instrument,  it  will  more  rapidly  escape.  The  in- 
cision should  extend  as  far  as  the  linea  alba  ; with  respect  to 
the  direction  in  which  the  trocar  is  to  be  passed,  you  must 
not,  on  any  account,  direct  the  point  of  the  trocar  downwards 
towards  the  anus,  but  obliquely  from  the  penis  to  the  back  of 
the  pelvis,  just  towards  the  basis  of  the  sacrum.  The  trocar 
and  canula  being  introduced,  the  water  passes  through  the 
caiiula  ; an  elastic  gum  catheter  should  be  introduced  through 
the  canula,  and  left  in  the  bladder.  It  is  better  not  to  leave 
a silver  canula  in  the  bladder  for  any  length  of  time,  because 
it  is  liable  to  ulcerate  the  posterior  part  of  the  bladder.  Sharpe 
objected  to  the  operation  above  the  pubes  on  that  ground ; 
but  this  objection  is  removed  by  the  substitution  of  an  clastic 
gum  catheter.  There  was  another  objection  taken  by  Sharpe 
to  this  operation.  He  found  that  the  urine  was  extravasated 
between  the  bladder  and  the  posterior  surface  of  the  abdo- 
minal muscle.s,  and  accumulating  in  the  cellular  tissue,  pro- 
duced large  abscesses,  occasioning  a high  degree  of  irritation, 
and  often  destruction  of  life.  This  danger  may  be  prevented 
by  using  an  elastic  gum  catheter  with  a plug,  by  which  the 
urine  maybe  occasionally  withdrawn,  ora  bladder  attached  to 
its  extremity,  into  which  the  urine  may  distil.  The  catheter 
may  be  left  in  the  bladder  for  a great  length  of  time  without 
producing  any  injurious  consequences. 

A man  was  tapped  in  the  bladder  in  a situation  which  is 
not  usual,  the  linea  semilunaris ; and  a (emale  catheter  was 
introduced  into  it,  and  worn  upwards  of  twelve  mouths.  The 
operation  was  performed  by  Mr.  Hare,  a surgeon  in  Essex.  I 
saw  this  patient  twelve  months  after  the  operation  had  been 
performed  ; he  had  then  the  female  catheter  in  his  bladdei’. 
I removed  this  catheter,  and  succeeded  in  introducing  a com- 
mon one  into  the  bladder  through  the  urethra,  with  much 
dilficulty,  for  he  had  a very  bad  stricture.  In  a short  time  he 
passed  his  urine  freely  by  the  natural  course.  I have  seen 
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some  cases  in  which  the  bladder  has  been  punctured  above 
the  pubes,  where  the  patient  has  drawn  off  his  water  at  plea- 
sure, by  turning  a little  silver  cock.  A professor  at  Edinburgh, 
who  underwent  this  operation,  wore  a tube  in  his  bladder  for 
some  years  after,  by  which  he  drew  off  his  water  at  pleasure, 
A few  days  ago,  I saw  Mr.  Copeland  Hutchison  perform  the 
operation  of  puncturing  the  bladder  above  the  symphysis 
pubis,  for  an  accumulation  of  blood  in  the  bladder,  which 
prevented  the  urine  from  passing  by  the  urethra.  The  ope- 
ration is  very  easily  performed ; it  is  not  liable  to  the  objec- 
tions which  were  formerly  made  to  it,  and  it  is  in  generaj 
safe.  In  the  female,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  this  ope- 
ration should  be  performed  in  cases  of  retention  of  urine, 
from  retroversio  uteri,  and  from  a cancerous  disease  affecting 
the  meatus  urinarius.  Opening  the  bladder  by  the  vagina  is  a 
very  unsafe  and  disastrous  operation  in  its  consequences ; as 
the  urine  distils  into  the  vagina,  occasioning  the  highest  de- 
gree of  excoriation,  attended  w'ith  dreadful  suffering  and  con- 
stitutional irritation.  It  is  an  operation  which  ought  never  to 
be  performed. 

The  next  operation  which  I shall  describe  to  you  is  that  of 
Puncturing  the  Bladder  by  the  Rectum. 

I must  recall  to  your  minds  a little  of  the  anatomy  of  tlie 
parts  ; you  remember  that  the  prostate  gland  bounds  the  blad- 
der at  the  under  part,  that  directly  behind  it  the  vasa  dc- 
ferentia  meet,  and  pass  down  at  an  acute  angle,  the  sides  so 
nearly  approaching  where  they  first  touch  the  prostate  gland, 
that  there  is  no  room  for  the  introduction  of  an  instrument 
without  injuring  either  one  or  the  other  of  these  tubes,  'flie 
vesiculcc  scminales  which  are  situated  on  the  outer  side  of  the 
vasa  dcferentia  are  not  in  danger  from  the  operation.  There 
is  a triangular  space  behind  the  prostate  gland,  which  affords 
room  for  the  instrument;  and  how  is  this  space  bounded.’  In 
the  fore  part  it  is  bounded  by  tlie  meeting  of  the  vasa  de- 
ferentia,  which  forms  the  apex  of  the  triangle  ; the  sides  of 
the  triangle  are  formed  by  the  vasa  deferentia,  which  diverge 
from  each  other,  passing  from  the  prostate  gland  backwards  ; 
the  basis  of  the  triangle  is  formed  by  the  peritoneum,  which 
is  reflected  from  the  posterior  part  of  the  bladder  to  the  upper 
part  of  the  rectum.  Taking  advantage  of  this  space  of  the 
bladder  which  is  not  covered  by  peritoneum,  you  pass  the  in- 
strument which  you  employ  for  the  jiurpose  of  relieving  the 
bladder,  about  three-quarters  of  an  inch  behind  the  prostate 
gland,  into  the  back  of  the  bladder.  You  must  not  p.ass  it 
directly  behind  the  prostate,  for  if  you  do,  you  will  castrate 
the  patient,  either  on  one  side  or  on  tlie  other,  as  the  vasa  de- 
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ferentia  are  situated  close  at  the  basis  of  the  prostate  gland. 
If  you  carry  the  instniment  three-quarters  of  an  inch,  or  even 
half  an  inch,  behind  the  prostate  gland,  the  vasa  deferentia 
will  escajje.  No  man  should  think  of  introducing  the  trocar 
directly  beliind  the  prostate  gland,  but  at  the  distance  of  at 
least  half  an  inch  from  it : the  distance  of  three-quarters  of  an 
inch  is  better.  When  you  pass  your  finger  into  the  rectum 
you  will  feel  the  bladder  projecting  into  it.  It  is  elastic,  and 
yields  with  dilliculty  to  the  pressure  of  the  finger;  you  will 
readily  feel  the  fluctuation.  This  leads  you  to  the  spot  where 
the  trocar  is  to  be  introduced  ; the  triangular  space  is  directly 
presented  to  the  point  of  the  instrument.  This  is  a very  easy 
operation,  and  may  be  had  recourse  to  by  a surgeon  who  con- 
sults his  own  case  rather  than  the  advantage  of  his  patient. 
I will  describe  to  you  the  steps  of  the  operation,  and  then 
mention  the  objections  vvhich  may  be  urged  against  it.  You 
introduce  your  finger  about  an  inch  behind  the  prostate  gland, 
and  then  upon  the  upper  part  of  the  finger  pass  the  trocar, 
which  may  be  either  curved  or  straight,  to  the  posterior  part 
of  the  bladder.  When  the  point  of  the  instrument  rests  upon 
the  upper  part  of  the  rectum  and  the  posterior  part  of  the 
bladder,  you  pass  the  trocar  into  the  bladder  by  a slight  and 
sudden  motion  of  the  hand.  As  to  the  direction  in  which  the 
trocar  is  to  be  carried,  it  is  obliquely  upwards  and  forward. 
If  you  were  to  pu>h  it  through  the  fore  part  of  the  abdominal 
parictes,  it  would  pass  midway  between  the  pubes  and  the 
navel.  The  place  at  which  the  point  of  the  instrument  should 
penetrate,  supposing  it  to  be  carried  through  the  bladder,  is 
half  way  between  the  umbilicus  and  the  symphysis  pubis.  In 
this  direction  it  will  readily  enter  the  bladder.  The  objec- 
tions to  an  operation  which  is  so  easily  performed  are  these; 
Although  you  introduce  an  elastic  gum  catheter  for  the  pur- 
pose of  allowing  the  urine  to  distil  through  it,  some  of  it  will 
trickle  by  the  side  of  the  instrument  into  the  rectum,  and  pro- 
duce a high  degree  of  irritation.  This  is  not  the  case  in  every 
instance ; but  1 have  seen  a great  number  of  instances  in 
which  the  rectum  has  been  brought  into  a state  of  severe 
disease  in  consequence  of  this  operation.  Mr.  C.,  a surgeon 
of  Gloucester,  had  a patient  under  his  care  for  more  than  two 
years,  who  suffered  from  a high  degree  of  irritation  in  the 
rectum  after  this  operation,  a sinus  having  formed  between 
the  bladder  and  the  rectum  ; he  died  from  the  consequences 
of  this  disease.  This  is  an  objection  which  may  be  urged 
against  puncturing  the  bladder  in  this  way;  and  though  the 
operation  sometimes  succeeds,  it  is,  upon  the  whole,  one 
Avhich  ought  not  to  be  resorted  to.  1 went  down  into  the 
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couiitiy,  some  years  ago,  to  see  an  elderly  gentleman,  who 
was  labouring  under  retention  of  urine.  When  I arrived,  the 
surgeon  told  me  that  he  had  relieved  his  patient  by  puncturing 
the  bladder  through  the  rectum  ; I said  1 was  happy  to  find 
that  his  patient  was  relieved,  and  was  about  to  go  back,  when 
he  requested  me  to  see  his  patient.  1 went  into  the  room, 
where  1 saw  a very  old  gentleman,  and  upon  asking  him  how 
he  felt,  he  told  me  that  he  was  greatly  relieved  by  the  opera- 
tion which  had  been  performed.  I asked  the  surgeon  the 
cause  of  the  retention  of  urine,  for  which  he  had  punctured 
this  gentleman’s  bladder : and  he  replied,  an  enlargement  of 
the  prostate  gland.  Indeed,  said  I,  let  me  see  whether  I can 
pass  a catheter  into  this  gentleman’s  bladder.  I took  a large 
catheter  from  my  pocket,  which  I passed  with  the  greatest 
ease.  It  was  this  and  a great  number  of  similar  cases,  which 
induced  me  to  say  that  it  is  perfectly  unnecessary  to  puncture 
the  bladder  by  the  rectum,  or  in  any  other  way,  for  an  en- 
largement of  the  prostate  gland.  You  may  rely  upon  it,  that 
any  surgeon  who  punctures  the  bladder  under  such  circum- 
stances, is  a particularly  clumsy  fellow.  laugh). 

[The  learned  profes.sor  proceeded  to  show  the  operation  of 
puncturing  the  bladder  by  the  rectum  on  the  dead  subject.] 

OF  THE  OFERATION  OF  PUNCTURING  THE  BLADDER. 

THROUGH  THE  PERINEUM. 

This  is  so  much  like  the  operation  for  stone  that  I need  not 
dwell  much  upon  it.  It  consists  in  puncturing  the  bladder 
by  the  side  of  the  prostate  gland  ; there  is  no  danger  of  injur- 
ing the  peritoneum  in  this  operation,  because  it  does  not  reach 
the  anterior  part  of  the  bladder.  You  make  an  incision  in 
perinaeo,  as  in  the  operation  for  stone,  cutting  down  on  the 
bulb  of  the  penis,  and  drawing  it  to  the  patient’s  right  side. 
You  then  carry  the  knife  within  the  branch  of  the  ischium  till 
it  reaches  the  prostate  gland,  which  you  push  to  the  patient’s 
right  side.  You  then  carry  the  instrument  obliquely  upwards 
into  the  bladder,  your  fingers  resting  on  the  prostate  gland. 
[Sir  Astley  performed  the  operation  on  the  dead  subject.] 

There  i's  no  great  difficulty  in  any  of  these  operations,  but 
let  us  now  come  to  the  question,  whether  the  bladder  should 
be  punctuied  at  all  ? The  last  operation  requires  a greater 
.share  of  anatomical  knowledge  than  the  others  ; this  is  of 
course  no  objection  to  it,  for  no  man  ought  to  ojierate  on  the 
human  body  who  has  not  a perfect  knowledge  of  anatomy.  1 he 
objection  to  it  is,  that  it  generally  produces  a greal  deal  of 
constitutional  irritation,  which  we  ought  always,  if  jiossible, 
to  avoid.  1 hold  that  we  ought  to  avoid  all  these  operations, 
mid  that  puncturing  the  bladder  at  all  for  stricture  in  the 


374  ON  PUNCTURING  THE  BLADDEPw 

urctlira,  or  enlargement  of  the  prostate  gland,  is  perfectly  un- 
necessary. I will  tell  you  why  I hold  this  opinion,  gentlemen ; 
for  if  I were  to  make  this  statement  without  assigning  any 
reasons  for  it,  I should  be  doing  you  injustice.  I am  aware 
tliat  what  1 now  say  is  not  merely  addressed  to  you,  but  that 
it  will  go  forth  to  the  world,  <ind  I have  no  hesitation  in  de- 
claring my  opinion,  however  widely  that  opinion  may  be  disse- 
minated, that  1 consider  the  operation  of  puncturing  the  blad- 
der, with  very  few  e.xceptions,  entirely  unnecessary.  I will 
explain  to  you  the  grounds  on  which  1 entertain  this  opinion. 
I was  lecturing  here  one  evening,  when  one  of  Mr.  Chandler’s 
dressers  came  to-me,  and  requested  me  to  see  a man  who  was 
labouring  under  retention  of  urine  in  this  hospital.  I went  im- 
mediately, and  found  that  he  was  suffering  under  retention  of 
urine,  from  the  use  of  a caustic  bougie.  1 desired  him  to  try 
to  make  water,  and  while  he  was  trying,  1 put  my  finger  on 
the  perinmum,  and  distinctly  felt  the  water  rush  against  the 
stricture,  which  was  just  opposite  the  arch  of  the  pubes,  the 
urethra  having  become  enlarged  behind  the  stricture.  I di- 
rected him  to  he  carried  into  the  operating  theatre,  and  just 
making  an  incision  under  the  symphysis  pubis,  1 desired  him 
to  try  to  make  water.  While  he  was  trying,  the  urethra  being 
very  much  distended  with  urine,  I opened  it,  and  the  urine 
flowed.  He  was  put  to  bed  without  undergoing  any  other 
operation  ; the  inflammation  produced  by  the  caustic  bougie 
subsided,  and  common  bougies  were  afterwards  used.  The 
man  w’as  completely  relieved  by  the  operation,  and  this  is  all 
I have  done  since  in  cases  of  accumulation  of  urine  in  the 
bladder.  1 desire  the  patient  to  draw  up  his  legs  as  if  he  was 
going  to  be  operated  upon  for  stone,  and  I tell  him  that  I am 
just  going  to  make  a small  incision,  which  will  not  expose 
him  to  any  risk.  If  I find  a difficulty,  on  account  of  the  stric- 
ture being  situated  very  near  the  apex  of  the  prostate  gland, 
on  opening  the  urethra  I introduce  au  instrument  in  the  way 
in  which  many  of  you  saw  me  perform  the  operation  a few 
days  ago.  Instead  of  carrying  the  point  of  the  instrument  to- 
wards the  bladder,  I direct  it  outwards,  so  as  to  bring  the 
urethra  into  the  periuseum,  and  making  a cut  behind  the  point 
of  the  instrument,  I introduce  a probe  and  carry  it  to  the  stric- 
ture. If  the  incision  is  not  sufficient,  1 carry  the  opening  still 
further,  introduce  a director,  and  ui)ou  it  a knife,  with  which 
I divide  the  membranous  portion  of  the  urethra.  The  result 
is,  that  the  urine  is  passed  by  the  perinseum,  and  the  bladder 
is  relieved  from  the  accumulated  load  of  urine  without  being  in- 
the  slightest  degree  injured.  It  is  said  that  this  is  an  operation 
attended  with  great  difficulty.  I will  acknowledge  that  there 
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is  some  difficulty  in  it.  if  a man  is  not  quite  clear  as  to  the  si- 
tuation of  the  different  parts  of  the  urethra ; but  this  is  what 
every  surgeon  ought  to  be  perfectly  acquainted  with.  Suppose 
I wished  to  cut  into  the  membranous  portion  of  the  urethra, 
where  should  I make  the  incision  so  as  to  be  quite  sure  of  cut- 
ting at  once  into  it,  even  without  the  introduction  of  a staff? 
— directly  under  the  symphysis  pubis.  A few  days  ago  I had 
occasion  to  perform  the  operation  which  I am  now  describing. 
In  going  round  the  wards  I was  told  that  there  was  a man 
with  a very  bad  stricture  ; I desired  that  he  might  be  carried 
into  the  theatre.  I found  it  impossible  to  introduce  an  instru- 
ment into  his  bladder ; I consequently  made  an  incision  on 
the  stricture.  This  incision  led  to  the  discovery  of  some  very 
solid  bodies,  which  proved  to  be  two  calculi  directly  behind 
the  stricture.  I first  introduced  a probe,  and  then  a director, 
which  I passed  into  the  bladder.  In  order  to  overcome  the 
stricture,  I did  not  divide  it  with  the  knife,  but  passing  a ca- 
theter down  to  the  stricture,  I forced  the  stricture  with  the 
catheter,  carried  the  instrument  on  through  the  wound  into 
the  bladder,  and  left  it  there.  Now  was  this  man’s  life  en- 
dangered by  this  operation  ? Was  he  less  likely  to  recover  ? 
See  him  gentlemen,  and  judge  for  yourselves  ; he  was  com- 
pletely relieved  by  the  operation,  and  he  is  now  doing  ex- 
tremely well.  It  may  be  supposed  that  this  operation  is  a 
little  bantling  of  my  own,  and  that  I am  therefore  desirous 
that  others  should  favour  it.  No,  gentlemen,  these  are  not 
my  sentiments.  1 am  anxious  only  that  you  should  adopt  that 
operation  which  is  best  calculated  for  the  patient’s  safety,  and 
your  own  reputation.  If  you  can  relieve  a patient  from  an 
accumulated  load  of  urine,  by  an  operation  which  leaves  his 
bladder  in  a sound  state,  I certainly  think  you  should  prefer 
that  operation.  Some,  at  least,  of  the  surgeons  of  these  hos- 
pitals concur  with  me  in  this  opinion.  Mr.  Green  and  Mr. 
Key  have  performed  this  operation  repeatedly.  The  other 
day,  indeed,  when  the  man  was  placed  on  the  table,  and  I 
hesitated  whether  1 should  puncture  the  bladder  above  the 
pubes,  for  I think  it  right,  occasionally,  to  vary  our  operations, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  student,  where  it  can  be  done  with 
safety  to  the  patient,  Mr.  Key  interposed,  and  said  to  me, 
“ Oh,  no  ! do  not  quit  your  operation  of  opening  the  urethra.” 
This  is  certainly  the  operation  which  I advise  you  to  perform  ; 
and  if  you  feel  any  difficulty  in  performing  it,  go,  gentlemen, 
to  the  dissecting-room,  and  study  till  you  have  surmounted 
that  difficulty. 

The  learned  professor  concluded,  by  showing  on  the  dead 
subject,  the  mode  of  extracting  small  stones  from  the  bUdder, 
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without  the  use  of  cutting  instruments.  He  exliibited  to  the 
class  the  forceps  invented  for  this  purpose,  at  his  own  sug- 
gestion, by  Mr.  Weiss,  of  the  Strand,  to  whose  ingenuity  and 
skill  he  paid  a well  merited  tribute.  With  this  instrument 
Sir  Astley  extracted  no  fewer  than  eighty-four  calculi  from 
the  bladder  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  — , of  Barnwell,  in  Cambridge- 
shire. He  had  since  extracted  thirty  calculi  from  another 
person.  Some  years  since  he  performed  the  operation  of  li- 
thotomy on  a young  man  at  Wapping.  A few  months  ago  this 
person  called  upon  him,  and  said  that  he  was  sure  he  had  a 
stone  in  his  bladder.  The  learned  professor  said  that  if  it  was 
a small  one  he  coivld  extract  it  from  him  without  cutting,  and 
he  succeeded  in  immediately  extracting  a stone  from  the  blad- 
der. The  same  patient  called  again  upon  him  shortly  after, 
and  said  he  was  convinced  there  was  another  stone  in  his 
bladder.  No  stone  could  be  found,  but  the  forceps  were  ex- 
panded on  being  withdrawn,  so  as  to  stretch  the  passage. 
The  patient  was  recommended  to  resist  the  inclinatioti  to 
make  water  for  a considerable  time  ; and  the  first  time  he 
made  water  he  passed  three  or  four  small  calculi.  Sir  Astley 
observed,  that  by  regulating  the  screw  of  this  instrument,  so 
as  to  increase  its  force,  even  large  triple  phosphates  might  be 
broken  and  removed  from  the  bladder. 


LECTURE  XLVI. 


On  Dropsy  of  the  Abdomen. 

There  are  two  species  of  this  Dropsy,  viz..  Peritoneal  or  As- 
cites., and  the  Encysted  or  Ovarian.  The  Peritoneal  Dropsy 
is  an  accumulation  of  water  in  the  cavity  of  the  peritoneum, 
and  the  Ovarian  Dropsy  is  a collection  of  w'ater  in  the  mem- 
brane which  covers  the  ovarium  : first,  then,  of 
Ascites,  or  Peritoneal  Dropsy. 

The  first  symptom  which  a person  feels  who  is  affected  with 
ascites,  is  pain  on  the  abdomen  being  pressed  ; every  day  this 
symptoin  becomes  more  and  more  severe,  until  even  the 
clothes,  if  ever  so  loosely  worn,  will  feel  too  tight  on  the  body 
and  the  person  will  be  desirous  of  having  them  removed. 
Well,  the  body  goes  on  gradually  enlarging,  until,  at  length, 
the  person  applies  for  medical  advice.  Upon  examination,  it 
will  be  found  that  the  intestines  are  floating  in  a fluid,  the  ab- 
domen enlarged,  (in  proportion,  of  course,  to  the  quantity  of 
fluid  within,)  and  upon  loosening  the  clothes,  applying  a hand 
to  each  side  of  the  body,  and  gently  using  pressure  with  one 
hand  and  slightly  tapping  the  abdomen  with  the  other,  or  giv- 
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ing  the  body  a gentle  sudden  jerk  from  side  to  side,  fluctuation 
will  be  readily  perceived.  As  the  secretion  of  water  increases, 
the  abdomen  bect)tnes  more  tense,  pressure  is  produced  on  the 
diaphragm,  which  occasions  a dilBcnlty  of  breathing,  which  is 
more  especially  felt  in  the  hurry  of  exercise,  so  that  dyspnoea 
at  length  becomes  a very  distressing  symptom,  arising  from 
the  accumulation  of  water  in  the  abdomeu,  until  it  reaches  the 
lower  part  of  the  diaphragm,  in  consequence  of  which  the 
contraction  of  that  muscle  becomes  necessarily  impeded,  and 
the  difficulty  of  breathing  thereby  produced.  As  the  abdomen 
increases,  fluctuation  may,  as  I before  stated  to  you,  be  easily 
distinguished,  by  applying  your  hand  to  one  side  of  the  body, 
and  by  gently  tapping  the  opposite  side  with  the  other,  the  un- 
dulations of  the  water  will  be  readily  felt  by  the  fingers  which 
are  pressing  on  the  abdomen : thus,  then,  the  fluid  being  so 
readily  felt,  and  the  symptoms  so  manifest,  viz. ; — 

The  difficulty  of  breathing,  the  great  increase  of  that  quick- 
ness, on  taking  exercise,  the  inconvenience  arising  from  the 
slightest  pressure  by  the  clothes,  and  the  gradual  enlargement 
of  the  abdomen,  so  strongly  pointing  out  the  true  character  of 
the  disease,  it  is  hardly  possible  you  can  form  an  incorrect 
opinion  respecting  it. 

The  quantity  of  water  usually  drawn  from  individuals  af- 
fected with  ascites,  is  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  pints  ; in  this 
respect,  however,  as  you  may  suppose,  there  is  considerable 
variation,  but  the  quantity  a surgeon  expects  who  has  performed 
the  operation  of  tapping  on  many  persons,  is  what  I have 
just  stated  to  you  ; and  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  pints,  the 
first  time  the  operation  is  performed,  will  be  the  quantity  ge- 
nerally drawn  off. 

The  fluid  secreted  in  ascites  is  serous,  but  does  not  contain 
so  much  albumen  as  serum  in  general : when  ascites  is  pre- 
sent, and  inflammation  of  the  abdomen  follows,  it  will  occa- 
sionally happen  that  so  large  a quantity  of  adhesive  matter  will 
escape  from  the  vessels  as  to  mix  with  the  serum,  and  cause 
it  readily  to  coagulate,  by  the  addition  of  the  mineral  acids  or 
alcohol ; but  such  a quantity  of  adhesive  matter  as  produces 
this  effect  is  not  often  met  with.  The  fluid,  therefore,  found 
in  ascites,  is  more  of  a watery  nature,  having  in  its  composi- 
tion less  albumen  than  serum  in  general. 

The  Causes  of  Ascites. 

The  most  common  cause  of  ascites  i.s  disease  of  the  liver : 
in  this  period  of  our  session  it  would  be  impertinent  in  me  to 
de.scribe  to  you  the  anatomy  of  this  part ; you  will,  therefore, 
’•eadily  understand  me  when  1 say,  that  diseases  of  the  liver, 
by  impeding  the  circulation  of  the  blood  through  that  organ. 
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by  obstructing  its  free  passage,  must,  of  necessity,  occasion  a 
congestion  of  blood  in  the  vessels  of  the  mesentery,  stomach, 
spleen,  pancreas,  and  neighbouring  parts ; and  for  the  relief 
of  this  congestion,  nature  is  under  the  necessity  of  etfusing, 
from  the  filled  vessels,  the  serum  which  we  subsequently  find 
in  the  bag  of  the  peritoneum. 

But  besides  this  common  cause  of  ascites,  arising  from  the 
mechanical  obstruction  of  return  of  the  blood,  there  is  another 
cause  which  very  frequently  produces  the  disease,  viz.,  en- 
largement of  the  abdominal  viscera;  say  the  spleen,  for  ex- 
ample ; from  its  enlargement,  it  presses  upon  and  irritates 
the  peritoneum  ; a greater  quantity  of  blood  than  usual  is  then 
determined  to  the' part  with  a view  of  getting  rid  of  the  irri- 
tation, which,  however,  still  continuing,  the  serum  becomes 
secreted  so  profusely,  as  to  produce  the  disease  of  which  I am 
now  speaking  ; so  that  although  the  two  causes  I have  men- 
tioned are  widely  diflferent  in  principle,  yet  in  effect  they  arc 
precisely  similar. 

In  the  first  it  is  produced  through  mechanical  obstruction  ; 
whereas  in  the  last  it  is  the  result  of  local  irritation  ; besides 
the  causes  just  named,  there  are  others  which  produce  it;  the 
most  common  is  the  debility  arising  from  fever.  Mercury 
likewise  will  give  rise  to  it,  if  administered  in  such  quantities 
as  to  e.xceed  or  overcome  the  powers  of  the  body  in  debilitated 
constitutions;  the  two  last  mentioned  causes  are  favourable 
ones,  and  ascites  is  frequently  cured  when  occasioned  by  them. 

A young  man  had  the  operation  of  paracentesis  performed 
for  ascites  which  had  been  produced  by  mercury  ; three  quarts 
of  water  were  evacuated ; this  young  man  recovered.  I do 
not  mention  it  as  an  extraordinary  case,  either  to  show  that 
mercury  will  produce  dropsy,  or  that  his  recovery  from  ascites 
was  extraordinary ; but  to  point  out  to  you  the  impropriety  of 
tapping  a person  at  so  early  a period  of  the  disease,  when  the 
operation  is  attended  with  hazard,  from  the  danger  you  run  of 
wounding  the  viscera ; I do  not  consider  a surgeon  justified  in 
performing  the  operation  of  paracentesis,  when  the  collection 
of  water  is  so  small  as  in  this  case,  and  more  especially  as 
ascites,  when  caused  by  debility,  arising  either  from  fever  or 
mercury,  is  so  generally  and  readily  remediable  by  medical 
treatment. 

Diseases  of  the  heart,  lungs,  and  other  organs,  will  likewise 
produce  ascites,  but  when  it  results  from  affections  of  the  two 
first  mentioned  organs,  the  disease  is  scarcely  ever  ascites 
alone,  but  is  generally  combined  with  hydrothorax  ; it  is 
very,  very  rai'e  to  see  ascites  as  the  effect  of  disease  of  the 
heart  or  lungs,  without  its  being  at  the  same  time  accompanied 
by  hydrothorax. 
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Treatment. — Now,  gentlemen,  medical  treatment,  when 
judiciously  pursued,  is  very  often  successful  in  the  cure  of 
ascites:  in  the  use  of  medicines,  however,  you  must  take  care 
to  direct  their  influence  against  the  cause  of  ascites ; therefore, 
if  the  liver  is  the  defective  organ,  you  should  endeavour  to  re- 
store its  healthy  functions,  and  in  this  attempt  your  efforts 
will  frequently  be  crowned  with  success,  unless  the  disease 
has  existed  so  long  a time  as  completely  to  have  broken  up 
the  constitution. 

When  the  disease  is  occasioned  by  local  irritation,  arising, 
for  example,  from  enlargement  of  the  spleen,  you  will  then 
find  great  difficulty  in  performing  a cure  ; but,  gentlemen,  it 
is  not  so  in  dropsy  arising  from  debility,  independent  of  dis- 
organization. 1 again  repeat  to  you,  that  ascites  thus  occa- 
sioned can  be  easily  cured  by  medical  means. 

Those  who  indulge  iu  the  use  of  ardent  spirits  are  likewise 
often  affected  with  dropsy  of  the  abdomen  ; the  spirits  heat 
and  stimulate  the  stomach,  liver,  duodenum,  and  neighbour- 
ing parts,  and  act  upon  the  same  principle,  and  produce  the 
same  result,  as  the  irritation  arising  from  an  enlarged  spleen  ; 
they  occasion  a great  determination  of  blood  to  the  parts,  and 
an  increased  secretion  of  fluid.  Upon  the  employment  of  me- 
dicine and  an  abandonment  of  the  pernicious  habit  of  spirit- 
drinking,  this  disease  may  readily  be  overcome,  and  in  that 
respect  it  differs  widely  from  ascites  arising  from  enlargement 
of  the  viscera,  occasioning  local  irritation.  If  the  patient  will 
but  forego  the  use  of  spirits  and  live  temperately,  the  disease 
may  be  cured  ; and  so  may  dropsy  which  is  produced  by  de- 
bility, after  fevers.  When,  however,  the  disease  is  a conse- 
quence of  disorganization,  your  remedies  may  probably  fail, 
for  the  malady  is  then  caused  by  other  complaints,  over  which 
medicines  have  no  power. 

Medical  Remedies  to  be  employed  in  Ascites  or  Dropsy 
OF  THE  Abdomen. 

The  medicines  which  experience  has  proved  to  be  the  most 
beneficial  in  dropsy  of  the  abdomen,  are  calomel  and  squills; 
one  grain  of  calomel,  and  three  of  squills,  in  a pill,  or  two 
grains  of  blue  pill  combined  with  three  grains  of  squills  ; one 
of  these  should  be  administered  every  night,  or  every  other 
night,  and  in  the  day  you  should  give  a mixture,  composed  of 
from  seven  to  ten  grains  of  carbonate  of  ammonia,  one  drachm 
of  spiritus  mtheris  nitrosi,  twenty  drops  of  tinctura  digitalis, 
and  an  ounce  and  a half  of  mistura  camphors.  This  medi- 
cine, given  once  or  twice  a- day,  with  one  of  the  above  pills 
at  night,  will  often  succeed  in  restoring  a person  to  health, 
whose  constitution  may  be  considered  so  broken  and  faulty, 
that  it  may  be  deemed  impossible  for  him  ever  to  regain  a 
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sound  state  of  body.  Should  the  dropsy  have  arisen  from  the 
irritation  caused  by  ardent  spirits,  tliese  must  be  relinquished, 
or  the  comi)laint  will  not  disappear.  There  are  other  medi- 
cines which  are  powerful  in  producing  an  absorption  of  effused 
water,  and  carrying  it  off  by  the  kidneys  and  by  stool ; the  most 
active  of  these  is  elateriura  ; it  is,  indeed,  so  active,  so  severe  in 
its  effects,  so  destructive,  that  you  must  never  give  it  to  per- 
sons of  advanced  years,  nor  to  those  who  labour  under  great 
debility.  In  dropsy,  however,  which  occurs  in  the  middle  of 
life,  where  there  is  strength  to  bear  its  operation,  this  medi- 
cine will  be  found  a most  valuable  remedy.  Much  caution 
must  be  exercised  ^vhen  you  are  giving  it,  for  it  is  so  violently 
drastic,  that  a large  dose  given  at  once  may  prove  destructive 
to  life;  you  should,  therefore,  as  it  were,  feel  your  way  with 
it,  by  giving  at  first  small  doses,  and  carefully  ascertaining 
what  quantity  the  patient’s  constitution  will  bear.  In  the 
hands  of  a judicious  practitioner,  this  medicine  will  be  found 
truly  valuable ; it  must,  however,  be  exhibited  to  those  only 
who  have  strength,  and  in  no  instance  to  the  aged  and  infirm, 
unless  in  exceedingly  small  doses.  An  operation,  called  para- 
centesis, or  ta|)ping,  is  occasionally  performed  for  the  purpose 
of  relieving  ascites,  and  this  operation  every  now  and  then 
succeeds  in  removing  the  disease  ; this  hap])y  result  can  only 
occur  in  such  cases  where  the  disease  has  been  the  effect  of 
debility,  arising  from  some  kind  of  fever,  or  from  the  abuse 
of  mercury.  If  the  operation  .should  not  cure,  it  will  tend 
materially  to  diminish  the  sufferings  of  the  patients,  by  re- 
lieving the  load  under  which  they  labour,  and  by  removing, 
in  great  measure,  the  difficulty  of  breathing,  caused  by  the 
water  accumulating  to  such  an  extent  as  to  press  upon  the 
lower  surface  of  the  diaphragm  ; the  removal  of  the  water  un- 
der these  circumstances  will  likewise  afford  a better  oppor- 
tunity for  the  trial  of  medicines  ; this  operation  has  also  pro- 
duced a permanent  cure,  when  such  a result  was  totally  unex- 
pected on  the  part  of  the  medical  practitioner.  I recollect  the 
case  of  a young  man  at  Guy’s,  who  had  recovered  from  ty- 
phus, but  who  had  afterwards  an  accumulation  of  water  in 
the  abdomen,  on  which  account  I was  requested  to  see  him  by 
the  late  Dr.  Marcet.  He  had  anasarca  as  well  as  ascites ; I 
tapped  his  abdomen  for  the  ascites,  and  punctured  the  lower 
part  of  the  abdomen  and  inside  of  the  thighs,  for  the  ana- 
sarca. This  young  man  was  in  an  exceedingly  weak  state, 
and  I did  not  imagine  he  would  have  recovered.  I met  Dr. 
Marcet  three  weeks  afterwards,  who  asked  me  what  I thought 
had  become  of  the  patient  whom  I had  tapped  ? 1 replied  that 
I did  not  know;  probably,  I said,  he  has  died.  “ No,”  said 
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Dr.  Marcet,  “ he  is  perfectly  cured,  and  if  you  like  you  can 
see  him.”  This,  gentlemen,  was  a most  fortunate  case,  but 
the  greatest  misfortune  is,  that  such  cures  seldom  occur. 

The  next  subject  on  which  I shall  speak  is  the 
Ovarian  or  Encysted  Dropsy. 

One  of  the  priucipal  differences  that  exists  between  this  and 
the  former  disease  is,  that  the  ovarian  dropsy  is  entirely  lo- 
cal ; a person  may  be  attacked  by  it  who  is  in  perfect  health  ; 
indeed  the  health  of  the  female  may  be  as  good  when  she 
has  this  disease  as  a man’s  may  be  w’hen  he  has  hydrocele, 
and  these  diseases  are  somewhat  .similar,  both  having  a local 
origin. 

After  the  encysted  dropsy  has  existed  for  a short  time,  a 
small  tumour  will  be  perceived  just  above  Poupart’s  ligament, 
lying  upon  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  in  the  hollow  formed  by 
the  iliacus  internus  muscle  ; no  fluctuation  can  be  perceived  in 
it  at  first ; as  it  increases,  it  gradually  rises  as  high  as  the  kid- 
ney of  the  aff'ected  side,  it  then  crosses  the  abdomen,  and  fills 
the  opposite  side  ; it  thus  forras  on  one  side,  grows  to  a con- 
*•  siderable  size,  then  passes  to  the  opposite  side,  and  thus  be- 
comes of  very  considerable  magnitude.  There  is  no  pain  in 
the  progress  of  the  complaint,  and  the  priucipal  inconvenience 
that  arises  from  it,  wlien  the  tumour  is  situated  in  the  pelvis, 
is  its  pres.sing  upon  the  bladder,  and  interrupting  the  free  flow 
of  urine. 

It  is  necessary  to  have  the  abdomen  very  much  distended, 
before  fluctuation  can  be  perceived  ; it  is  not  by  any  means  so 
distinct  here  in  its  early  stages  as  in  ascites,  and  requires  con- 
siderable time  before  the  fact  can  be  correctly  ascertained. 

There  is  about  tlie  same  quantity  of  water  drawn  out  in 
ovarian  dropsy  as  in  ascites,  viz.,  from  twenty-five  to  thirty 
pints,  and  when  the  swelling  occupies  both  sides  of  the  abdo- 
men, you  will  not  find  much  variation  in  these  quantities. 

You  may  form  some  idea  of  the  size  that  they  sometimes 
reach,  by  this  enormous  hag  (here  the  professor  shewed  to  the 
class  an  exceedingly  large,  dried  membranous  cyst)  ; this  is  the 
cyst  of  an  ovarian  drojisy,  and  it  contained  ninety-seven  pints 
of  water,  being  twelve  gallons  and  a pint,  and  is  not  the  largest 
that  has  been  known.  1 have  heard  of  their  containing  above 
a hundred  pints  ; and  in  one  case,  from  between  a hundred 
and  twenty  to  a hundred  anti  thirty  pints.  The  woman  from 
whom  this  cyst  was  taken,  would  not  permit  the  operation  of 
paracentesis  to  be  performed,  and  therefore,  in  all  probability, 
lost  her  life  through  her  otwtinacy ; she  grew,  as  you  may 
'niagine,  a most  unwieldy  figure,  and  was  obliged  to  be  wheel- 
ed from  place  to  place,  not  being  capable  of  exercise. 
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Now,  gentlemen,  it  sometimes  happens  that  the  ovaries  be- 
come diseased,  and  grow  to  tumours  of  an  immense  size ; here 
is  one  which  was  given  to  me  two  or  three  days  ago  by  Mr. 
Callawjay ; you  see  of  what  immense  magnitude  it  is  ; it  weighs 
thirty-nine  pounds  some  ounces  ; it  was  removed  after  death 
from  an  elderly  woman,  but  the  history  of  the  case  is  unknown 
to  me  ; it  is  not  of  a malignant  character,  and  appears  to  be 
of  the  same  nature  as  simple  chronic  tumour  of  the  breast. 

'I'he  fluid  contained  in  the  cyst  of  ovarian  dropsy  differs  con- 
siderably in  different  subjects  ; in  some  being  serous,  in  others 
mucilaginous,  and  occasionally  purulent.  The  fluid  some- 
times is  so  thick  when  mucilaginous,  that  it  will  not  escape 
through  a common-sized  canula,  and  you  are  under  the  neces- 
sity of  introducing  one  of  large  diameter  before  you  can  suc- 
ceed in  drawing  it  off. 

I tapped  a woman,  in  company  with  a surgeon  in  the  city, 
and  the  sac  in  that  instance  contained  a fluid  like  pus ; the 
practitioner  who  was  with  me  had  found  a similar  discharge 
when  he  tapped  her  some  months  previously.  This  wo- 
man recovered  ; I have  seen  other  cases  of  a similar  de- 
scription. 

V\Mien  you  operate  for  ovarian  dropsy,  it  is  quite  uncertain 
what  kind  of  fluid  you  will  find  ; sometimes  the  cyst  is  filled 
with  a number  of  hydatids  ; you  must  not  therefore  be  alarm- 
ed when  you  perform  the  operation  of  paracentesis  for  the 
relief  of  this  complaint,  if  a fluid  should  escape  different  from 
what  you  expected. 

Now,  gentlemen,  the  cyst  in  which  the  water  of  ovarian 
dropsy  is  contained  is  of  two  species — one  is  formed  of  the 
membrane  which  covers  the  ovary,  and  the  other  from  an  hy- 
datid which  lodges  upon  that  membrane,  the  ovary  itself  be- 
ing quite  unaffected. 

Here,  gentlemen  (exhibiting  the  preparation  to  the  class), 
is  a specimen  of  dropsy  of  one  of  the  fallopian  tubes ; both  ex- 
tremities having  been  closed,  water  collected  between  them, 
and  thus  the  disease  was  produced. 

Treatment  of  the  Ovarian  Dropsy. 

1 do  not  believe  that  medical  treatment  has  any  influence 
in  this  complaint;  that  is,  Ido  not  consider  that  medicines 
will  produce  any  marked  difference  in  the  quantity  of  fluid 
contained  in  the  cyst  of  the  ovarian  dropsy.  Different  practi- 
tioners, however,  entertain  different  opinions  on  this  subject; 
but,  gentlemen,  I feel  it  luy  duty  to  state,  candidly  and  openly 
to  you,  the  result  of  iny  own  experience. 

You  may,  if  you  think  proper,  give  digitalis  and  mercury; 
they  are  strongly  recommended. — I will  mention  to  you  a case 
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which  will  illustrate  the  influence,  or  rather  the  waut  of  in- 
fluence, of  mercury,  in  ovarian  dropsy : — Dr.  Baillie  and  my- 
self once  met  in  consultation  on  the  case  of  a lady  who  had 
for  some  time  been  atflicted  with  ovarian  dropsy,  and  who  had 
taken  such  quantities  of  mercury  as  to  occasion  a sloughing  of 
the  gums,  the  insides  of  the  cheeks  ; and  to  excite  so  great  a 
degree  of  adhesive  inflammation,  as  caused  her  lower  jaw  to 
become  fixed,  and  she  was  under  the  necessity  of  sucking  her 
nutriment  between  the  teeth  ; this  proved  what  power  mer- 
cury had  over  the  disease.  At  this  consultation  1 mentioned 
to  Dr.  Baillie  my  astonishment,  that  after  so  many  cases  of  a 
similar  description  as  the  one  we  were  then  seeiug,  that  prac- 
titioners should  persist  in  asserting  that  mercury  would  pro- 
duce an  absorption  of  the  water  of  ovarian  dropsy.  I asked 
Dr.  Baillie  if  he  had  ever  seen  any  benefit  result  from  the  em- 
ployment of  medicine  in  this  complaint ; and  with  that  can- 
dour which  is  the  strongest  proof  of  an  honourable  mind,  he 
answered,  “ Not  in  my  life-time.” 

I do  not  wish,  gentlemen,  to  deter  you  from  the  trial  of 
medicine  ; but  I am  fully  satisfied,  after  you  have  done  so,  you 
will  agree  with  me  that  it  does  not  possess  the  least  power  of 
occasioning  a diminution  of  the  water  of  encysted  dropsy,' and 
the  reason  of  its  being  thus  powerless  is  the  deficiency  of  ab- 
sorbents attached  to  the  cyst;  if  you  were  to  see  a cyst  injec- 
ed  for  the  purpose  of  e.xhibiting  the  absorbents,  you  would  at 
once  see  the  insuperable  difficulty  which  is  opposed  to  the  suc- 
cessful medical  treatment  of  this  complaint.  Now  if  the  cyst 
should  burst,  and  the  water  escape  into  the  cavity  of  the  ab- 
domen, you  know,  in  some  instances,  that  in  three  days  it 
lias  been  absorbed,  and  pa.ssed  away  by  urine  and  by  the  in- 
testines. Again,  in  ascites,  we  know  that  ehaterium  has,  in 
a very  short  time,  produced  a complete  absorption  of  the  water, 
but  in  ovarian  dropsy  no  such  effect  has  ever  been  known. 
Who  would  have  supposed,  upon  looking  at  the  peritoneum, 
that  it  was  a better  absorbent  surface  than  the  ovayan  cyst ; 
and  who  would  have  imagined  that  squills,  digitalis,  or  elate- 
rium,  would  have  had  a greater  effect  upon  one  than  uiion  tlie 
other;  yet  the  fact  is  well  known,  and  the  cause  of  it  clearly 
ascertained  by  anatomical  inquiry  ; on  one  are  found  absor- 
bents thickly  distributed,  while  on  the  other  they  are  scarcely 
Iierceptiblc. 

When  a person  consults  you,  having  ovarian  dropsy,  you 
should  direct  a belt  to  be  applied  tightly  round  the  abdomen, 
for  the  purpose  of  producing  such  a degree  of  pressure  as  will 
diminish  tlie  tendency  to  enlargement;  for  it  a person  leads  a 
•vidvntary  life,  and  docs  not  employ  prcs.sure,  you  will  soon 
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find  tliat  the  dropsy  will  so  increase  as  to  require  an  opera* 
tion  ; whereas  if  the  belt  be  worn,  tapping  may  he  put  oft"  al- 
most to  an  indefinite  period. 

Whetlier  medicines  are  taken  or  not  with  a view  of  promot- 
ing the  absorption  of  the  water,  1 would  advise  you  at  least  to 
attend  to  the  focal  discharges. 

The  operation  of  tapping  has  occasionally  been  |)crformed 
with  a view  of  merely  relieving  the  load  under  wliich  the  pa- 
tient has  suffered,  when,  to  the  surprise  of  the  practitioner,  it 
has  ended  in  a perfect  cure ; but,  generally  speaking,  the  vessels 
more  commonly  have  a disposition  to  renew  the  secretion  of 
fluid,  and  the  disease  again  forms. 

When  about  to  perform  the  operation  for  ovarian  dropsy, 
take  care  that  you  may  not  be  misled,  and  perform  your  ope- 
ration on  a person  in  a state  of  pregnancy.  1 have  known 
several  instances  of  this  kind  occur ; it  is  a very  awkward 
accident,  would  injure  your  reputation,  and  you  should  al- 
ways, therefore,  previously  make  yourself  acquainted  with 
the  state  of  the  parts,  by  an  e.xaiuiuation  per  vaginam.  By 
neglecting  this  precaution,  difficulties  and  accidents  connected 
with  the  operation  often  arise.  A gentleman  from  my  native 
county  was  dining  with  me  one  day,  and,  in  the  course  of  con- 
versation, asked  me  if  1 had  ever  performed  the  operation  of 
dry  tapping?  “ Good  God  ! no  (1  replied),  and  hope  1 never 
shall.”  “ Well  (said  he),  it  is  an  operation  that  I have  seen, 
at  all  events ; and  I’ll  relate  to  you  the  particulars.  A prac- 
titioner in  the  town  where  1 resided  culled  upon  the  surgeon 
with  whom  1 was  a pupil,  and  told  me  and  a fellow  student 
that  he  was  going  to  perform  the  operation  of  tapping  for  ova- 
rian dropsy,  and  if  we  chose  we  might  go  and  see  it ; we 
thanked  liiin,  and  attended. 

“ The  woman  was  seated  on  a stool,  with  her  abdomen  e.x- 
posed,  and  the  surgeon  plunged  in  the  trocar  and  cauula, 
when,  upon  holding  up  a basin,  and  withdrawing  the  former, 
the  doctor  looked  somewhat  amazed  at  finding  that  no  water 
escaped,  and  after  crying  ‘ hum,’  and  deliberating  for  a se- 
cond or  two,  he  withdrew  the  canula,  refixed  the  trocar  in  it, 
stepped  back  a pace  or  two,  pointed  it  towards  the  abdo- 
men, and  again  charged  it  as  with  a bayonet.  (Much  laugh- 
ter .)  The  trocar  was  then  withdrawn  from  the  canula  as 
before,  but  still  no  water  1 At  this  he  uttered  ‘ oh  I’  instead 
of  ‘ hum,’ — paused,  withdrew  the  canula — turned  to  the 
persons  present,  and  said,  ‘ Gentlemen,  this  is  an  operation 
which  you  have  probably  never  seen  before — it  is  that  of  dry 
tapping ; and  then  to  the  attendant,  ‘ Nurse,  you  may  do 
her  up.’  (Excessive  laughter.) — ‘ Faith,  said  the  gentle- 
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mail  who  told  me  the  story,  ‘ we  thought  he  had  done  lier 
up.’  ” 

A question  has  often  been  started  by  medical  men,  whe 
ther  the  operation  should  be  performed  early  or  late,  and  in 
reply,  I say,  never  early  ; at  this  time  the  cyst  does  not  ad- 
here to  the  |>eritoi)eum  ; consequently,  instead  of  your  draw- 
ing the  water  off,  it  will  escape  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen. 

I knew  an  instance  where  a young  woman  was  operated  upon, 
in  whom  the  cyst  was  very  small ; while  the  water  was  pass- 
ing off,  it  suddenly  stopped,  upon  which  the  surgeon  intro- 
duced a probe  ; and  upon  withdrawing  the  probe,  something 
came  away  with  it,  which,  upon  examination,  was  found  to 
be  omentum.  After  the  operation,  peritoneal  inllammation 
came  on,  and  the  young  woman  died.  Never  operate,  then, 
until  the  tumour  has  become  fixed,  which  fact  you  can  as- 
certain by  carefully  watching  it  in  different  positions  of  the 
body.  But  there  is  another  reason  why  the  operation  should 
not  be  jierformed  in  the  commencement  of  the  disease,  which 
is,  the  cyst  at  that  period  consists  of  different  compartments, 
divided  by  septa;  as  the  disease  advances,  and  as  the  cyst  be- 
comes larger,  these  septa  are  broken,  and  the  whole  of  the 
anterior  forms  one  cavity.  Now,  if  you  were  to  operate  before 
this  had  been  effected,  the  end  of  the  canula  communicating 
only  with  one  jiart  of  the  cyst,  would  merely  draw  the  water 
from  thence,  without  abstracting  it  from  other  parts,  and 
consequently,  the  relief  to  the  patient  would  be  exceedingly 
partial. 

It  has  been  proposed,  after  evacuating  the  water  from  ova- 
rian cysts,  to  inject  them  in  the  same  manner  as  we  do  the 
tunica  vaginalis  for  the  radical  cure  of  hydrocele.  The  expe- 
riment was  tried  more  than  a hundred  years  since  by  a prac- 
titioner in  Cornwall ; in  the  first  case  it  completely  succeeded, 
but,  with  a candour  which  did  him  infinite  credit,  he  acknow- 
ledged that  in  two  subsequent  instances  it  proved  unsuccess- 
ful. Probably  it  has  not  been  suthciently  tried,  and,  for  my 
own  part,  I think  the  subject  is  really  deserving  considei  a- 
tion.  'I'he  stimulant  employed  should  be  mild,  and  must  not 
approach  the  strength  of  the  injections  used  for  hydrocele, 
composed  as  they  are  of  a drachm  of  sulphate  of  zinc  to  a 
pint  of  water,  or  equal  parts  of  vvine  and  water.  ^ It  is  an 
operation  which  should  rather  be  performed  at  the  solicitation 
of  the  patient  than  at  your  own  recommendation.  It  has  been 
proposed  to  take  aw'ay  the  cyst,  and  this  I really  think  may  be 
accomplished — at  least  small  cysts;  but  large  cysts,  I feel  con- 
fident, cannot  be  thus  removed.  A gentleman,  whom  you  all 
repect  very  much,  tried  the  experiment;  after  having made 
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the  opening  tlirough  the  muscles  of  the  abdomen,  upon  intro- 
ducing his  finger  it  was  found  that  the  sac  so  firmly  adhered 
to  the  abdominal  parietes,  that  it  was  impossible  to  carry  the 
operation  into  effect. 

LECTURE  XLVII. 


On  Paracentesis  Abdominis. 

In  the  last  lecture,  gentlemen,  1 spoke  of  the  operation  for 
the  relief  of  dropsy  of  the  abdomen,  whether  ascites  or  en- 
cysted dropsy : and  in  doing  so  I recommended  you  not  to 
attempt  to  perform  the  operation  without  distinctly  ascer- 
taining a fluctuation,  as  you  might  otherwise  endanger  the 
abdominal  viscera.  The  operation  itself  is  very  simple  ; the 
instruments  which  you  use  for  this  purpose  are  either  the 
trocar  and  canula,  or  the  lancet  and  canula.  If  it  be  ascites, 
the  lancet  and  canula  will  answer  equally  well  with  the  trocar 
and  canula,  as  the  fluctuation  is  very  distinct,  and  there  is  but 
little  to  penetrate  ; the  lancet  is  indeed  preferable  in  this  case, 
as  its  use  is  attended  with  less  risk  to  the  abdominal  viscera. 
The  canula  which  you  employ  for  this  purpose  should  be  about 
three  inches  long,  and  made  at  the  extremity  like  a common 
catheter,  rounded  at  the  end,  and  having  holes  at  its  sides, 
but  quite  straight.  You  make  an  incision  of  about  half  an 
inch  in  length,  and  then  thrusting  the  canula  into  the  abdo- 
men, the  water  is  removed  without  danger.  On  removing 
the  water  in  ascites,  the  patient  is  sometimes  seized  witli 
spasms  in  the  diaphragm,  towards  the  close  of  its  evacuation, 
as  the  diaphragm  loses  the  support  of  the  water.  A man  who 
underwent  the  operation  in  this  hospital  had  violent  spasms 
towards  the  close  of  the  evacuation  of  the  water,  and  in  three 
days  after  died.  On  examining  the  body  after  death,  it  was 
found  that  the  sharp  edge  of  the  canula  had  lacerated  the  an- 
terior portion  of  the  mesentery.  On  this  account  I now  use 
a canula  rounded  at  the  edge,  instead  of  the  sharp-edged  ca- 
nula. The  operation  is  extremely  easy  of  performance  ; I 
have  not  the  instruments  with  me  at  present,  but  I will  shew 
you  the  mode  of  performing  it  in  the  next  lecture.  The  thick- 
ness of  the  cyst  in  encysted  dropsy  is  sometimes  so  great  as 
to  render  it  necessary  to  use  a longer  trocar  than  usual.  A case 
of  this  kind  occurred  to  me,  in  which,  after  having  penetrated 
the  abdomen,  as  I thought,  on  withdrawing  the  trocar  no 
water  followed.  1 thought  at  first  that  I had  myself  met  with 
a case  of  dry  tapping,  but  on  employing  a trocar  considerably 
longer  tlian  the  former,  about  three  inches  and  a half  in 
length,  the  water  followed  immediately. 
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The  operation  of  paracentesis  used  to  be  performed  mid- 
way between  the  umbilicus  and  the  spinous  process  of  the 
ilium,  but  this  practice  has  been  abandoued  for  a number  of 
years  ; the  surgeon  who  first  made  the  alteration  was  Mr. 
Cline,  senior.  He  was  performing  the  operation  for  para- 
centesis in  this  hospital  during  the  time  I was  an  apprentice  ; 
when  he  had  introduced  the  trocar  and  canula  at  this  part, 
he  found  that  a quantity  of  blood,  which  appeared  to  be  ar- 
terial, issued  with  the  first  water.  The  water  became  more  and 
more  discoloured,  and  towards  the  conclusion  of  the  operation 
little  else  but  arterial  blood  flowed.  Mr.  Cline  shut  up  the 
wound  without  concluding  the  operation,  in  the  hope  that 
pressure  on  the  abdomen  would  put  a stop  to  the  bleeding, 
but  the  man  became  extremely  faint,  and  died  in  a few  hours 
after  the  operation.  On  examining  the  body  after  death,  it 
was  found  that  the  trocar  had  passed  through  the  epigastric 
artery,  that  artery  being  exposed,  in  consequence  of  the  rectus 
being  thrown  very  much  on  one  side  in  dropsy,  by  the  pressure 
of  the  abdominal  muscles.  It  occurred  to  Mr.  Cline  that  many 
persons  had  died  of  hemorrhage  after  the  operation  for  para- 
centesis, and  Dr.  Carmichael  Smith  made  at  that  time  a cal- 
culation of  the  number  of  cases  of  this  kind  which  had  proved 
fatal.  Mr.  Cline,  consequently,  ever  after,  in  his  lectures,  ad- 
vised the  opening  to  l)e  made  an  inch  below  the  umbilicus, 
where  there  is  no  vessel  of  any  size,  and  no  danger  in  perform- 
ing the  operation.  It  is  right  that  the  bladder  should  be  emp- 
tied before  the  operation ; you  should  direct  the  patient  to 
make  water,  or  if  there  should  be  any  difficulty,  draw  it  off 
by  a catheter.  Mr.  Cline  was  called  to  a lady  for  a complaint 
which  was  thought  to  be  dropsy  of  the  abdomen,  and  which 
he  at  first  conceived  to  be  so  himself.  On  examination,  how- 
ever, he  observed  that  the  upper  part  of  the  abdomen  was 
more  free  from  fluctuation  than  the  lower,  and  it  occurred  to 
him  that  there  might  be  some  deception  in  the  appearances, 
on  account  of  the  distended  state  of  the  bladder.  He  asked 
the  lady  whether  she  made  water  freely  ; she  replied  in  the 
affirmative.  He  was  not  satisfied,  however,  and  upon  intro- 
ducing a catheter,  he  drew  off  an  enormous  quantity  of  water, 
which  had  occasioned  the  appearance  of  a dropsy  of  tlie  ab- 
domen. A surgeon  less  cautious  and  intelligent  than  Mr. 
Cline,  might,  under  such  circumstances,  have  tapped  the  belly 
at  a part  where  there  might  have  been  considerable  danger  «f 
wounding  some  of  the  abdotninal  viscera.  'J'he  patient  may 
either  be  placed  in  a chair  during  the  operation,  or  may  remain 
ii.  the  recumbent  posture  in  bed,  while  the  water  is  drawn  oft'. 
The  latter  position  is  preferable,  because  it  prevents  the  faint- 
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ing  and  spasms  which  often  arise,  when  the  stomach  and  dia- 
pliragm  suddenly  lose  the  support  of  the  water.  You  should 
direct  the  patient  to  turn  his  body  over  in  the  bed,  and  you 
may  then  perform  the  operation  with  the  greatest  possible  ease, 
'i’hcrc  is  no  necessity  for  a bandage  on  tlie  upper  part  of  the 
abdomen  ; pressure  on  the  sides  will  be  sufficient  for  the  pur- 
j)ose  of  evacuating  the  water.  If  you  open  the  skin  a little 
with  a lancet,  the  trocar  will  enter  with  more  ease ; you 
might,  indeed,  divide  the  linea  alba  with  the  lancet,  but  this 
is  not  necessary.  The  usual  mode  of  performing  the  opera- 
tion, is  to  place  the  patient  in  a high  chair,  with  a pail  or  tub 
between  his  knees,  the  surgeon  sitting  in  a higher  chair.  A 
sheet  is  crossed  round  the  abdomen,  the  ends  of  which  are 
held  by  an  assistant,  who  presses  the  sheet  tightly  on  the  ab- 
domen. The  surgeon  makes  a small  incision  with  the  lancet 
and  introduces  the  trocar  through  the  linea  alba,  into  the  part 
of  the  cyst,  or  peritoneum  only,  according  as  it  is  ascites  or 
dropsy.  The  water  should  be  completely  evacuated  ; if  any 
portion  is  suffered  to  remain,  it  will  form  the  nidus,  if  I may 
he  allowed  the  expression,  tor  a future  accumulation  of  water. 
It  has  been  recommended  by  a respectable  surgeon  of  Chiches- 
ter, to  leave  the  canula  in  the  wound,  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
citing such  a degree  of  irritation  in  the  peritoneum  as  may  pre- 
vent the  future  accumulation  of  water.  Experience  will  not 
at  present  justify  me  in  advising  you  to  adopt  this  practice;  it 
has  been  tried  by  a person  in  this  town,  and  such  irritation 
produced  by  it  as  led  to  severe  inflammation  of  the  peritoneum ; 
and,  subsequently,  destruction  of  life.  I should  observe,  how- 
ever, that  in  cases  where  this  disease  has  not  been  re-produced, 
marks  of  inffammation  in  the  abdomen  have  been  felt  by  the 
patient  for  two  or  three  days  after  the  operation.  In  general 
the  water  re- accumulates  very  shortly  after  the  operation. 
Persons  are  said  to  have  undergone  the  operation  for  encysted 
dropsy  of  the  abdomen  more  than  one  hundred  times  ; 1 have 
never  met  with  such  a case  in  my  own  practice,  but  there  is  a 
tomb-stone  in  a church-yard  at  Dartford,  in  Kent,  on  which 
it  is  stated  that  the  lady  buried  under  it  underwent  the  opera- 
tion more  than  one  hundred  times.  It  sometimes  happens 
that  ovarian  dropsy  ceases  to  be  re-produced,  after  the  opera- 
tion has  been  repeatedly  performed.  This  happened  in  a lady 
who  had  undergone  the  operation  two  or  thiee  times  in  the 
year,  for  upwards  of  twenty  years.  In  general,  the  disease 
returns  after  the  operation  ; there  are  very  few  examples  to 
the  contrary.  1 have  known  but  three  ca.ses  of  encysted  dropsy 
<it  the  abdomen,  in  which  the  disease  has  not  returned  ; one 
in  a young  lady  of  seventeen,  another  in  a medical  man,  under 
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twenty,  and  another  in  a boy,  who  had  an  enlargement  of  the 
mesenteric  glands,  followed  by  ascites.  The  ovarium  some- 
times suppurates  after  the  operation,  and  this  suppuration 
])roves  destructive  to  life  ; the  quantity  of  matter  secreted  in 
these  cases  is  enormous.  On  the  other  hand,  I have  knovvii 
ovarian  dropsy  spontaneously  cured.  The  wife  of  a veterinary 
surgeon  had  a dropsy  of  the  ovaries  spontaneously  cured  by 
the  adliesioa  of  the  ovaries  to  tlie  umbilicus.  Ulceration  was 
produced,  and  the  fluid  contained  in  the  cyst  gradually  dis- 
charged. I have  knovvn  the  ovarian  glued  to  one  of  the  intes- 
tines, and  fluid  discharged  in  a similar  manner.  In  one  of  the 
cases  to  which  I allude,  there  is  still  some  discharge  of  fluid  ; 
though  for  a length  of  time  the  symptoms  of  dropsy  entirely 
ceased.  A patient,  after  undergoing  the  operation  for  this  dis- 
ease, will  ask  you  whether  she  should  drink  very  little.  In 
general  we  answer,  that  the  patient  should  drink  as  little  as 
possible ; but  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  disposition  to  a re- 
turn of  the  disease  is  much  altered  by  abstinence  from  drink. 
1 once  recommended  the  wife  of  a coachman,  after  the  opera- 
tion for  encysted  dropsy,  to  drink  as  little  as  possible,  and  to 
allay  her  thirst  by  sucking  the  juice  of  oranges.  She  followed 
this  plan,  but  was,  very  soon  after,  again  the  subject  of  the 
operation  for  ovarian  dropsy.  I then  recommended  her  to 
drink  as  she  pleased  : she  returned  to  her  favourite  beverage, 
porter,  and  the  cyst  did  not  fill  nearly  so  fast  as  before.  This 
may  be  in  some  degree  accounted  for,  as  she  made  very  little 
urine  while  she  sucked  oranges,  but  passed  a great  deal  when 
she  returned  to  her  ordinary  beverage.  It  would  appear  that 
the  quantity  of  fluid  taken  makes  no  difTereuce  as  to  the  return 
of  the  disease,  as  it  passes  off  by  the  kidneys : 1 do  not  mean, 
however,  to  build  any  theory  upon  a single  case. 

Accumulation  of  Fluid  in  tmf.  Chest. 

An  operation  is  occasionally,  but  very  rarely,  performed 
for  this  di.sease. 

I will  state  to  you  all  I have  been  able  to  learn  on  this  sub- 
ject. In  the  first  place  I have  never  known  a case  in  which 
water  had  collected  in  the  cavity  of  the  che.^t,  in  which  the 
operation  of  paracentesis  of  the  thorax  has  been  iierfornied, 
where  the  patients  have  not  died.  This  is  not  surinising,  be- 
cause hydrothorax  is  the  result  of  the  disease  of  the  thoracic 
viscera,  disease  of  the  lungs  or  heart,  and  the  cause  remains 
though  the  effect  is  removed.  Paracentesis  of  the  thorax, 
however,  is  not  unsuccessful,  when  matter  has  accumulated  in 
the  chest.  Matter  is  sometimes  confined  in  tjje  chest  by  ad- 
hesion, producing  spurious  empyema,  and  sometimes  it  is  dif- 
fiLsed  through  the  whole  cavity  of  the  pleura  on  one  side,  'I'he 
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marks  of  accumulation  of  matter  in  the  chest  are  consider- 
able pain  in  the  side,  severe  fever,  and  constitutional  irrita- 
lion  ; rough,  with  ditliculty  of  breathing,  inability  to  lie,  ex- 
cept on  the  side  on  which  the  matter  is  accumulating ; and, 
lastly,  which  you  would  not  expect,  considerable  enlargement 
of  the  chest  on  that  side.  The  reason  of  this  difference  in 
tlie  size  of  the  chest  on  the  side  affected  is,  that  the  accumu- 
lation of  fluid  prevents  expiration  on  that  side,  and  the  ribs 
are  nnable  to  descend.  There  are  other  means  of  ascertaining 
the  presence  of  fluid  in  the  chest,  to  which  I need  hardly 
allude,  as  you  have,  no  doubt,  seen  the  instrument,  (the  stetho- 
scope) used  by  a 'physician  in  this  hospital.  1 have  not  had 
sufficient  experience  of  this  iustrument  to  say  decidedly  how 
far  it  is  available  for  this  purpose.  When  matter  has  accu- 
mulated in  the  chest,  the  patient  may  be  relieved  by  the  fol- 
lowing operation.  You  draw  the  skin  as  much  as  possible 
upwards,  and  cut  down  with  your  scalpel  on  the  upper  edge 
of  the  eighth  or  ninth  rib.  Having  cut  through  the  intercos- 
tal muscles  by  this  incision,  without  introducing  the  knife 
through  the  pleura,  you  pass  the  canula  through  the  pleura, 
and  it  enters  the  chest.  The  matter  escapes  as  soon  as  you 
withdraw  the  trocar;  you  after  which  draw  the  skin  down  : 
the  wound  closes  without  danger  of  any  further  inflammation 
beyond  the  adhesive.  (The  learned  professor  proceeded  to 
shew  the  mode  of  performing  this  operation  on  tlie  dead  sub- 
ject.) By  this  operation  I have  known  several  lives  preserved. 
Air.  Bryant,  a brother  of  the  surgeon  of  that  name,  reco- 
vered after  the  operation,  which  was  performed  by  Sir  B. 
Harwood,  the  late  professor  of  anatomy  at  Cambridge.  'I'he 
two  following  cases  of  empyema  have  occurred  in  my  prac- 
tice:— I was  called  by  Air.  AI.,  a surgeon  at  Cheltenham,  to  see 
a young  lady  who  had  a considerable  swelling  of  the  abdomen 
in  the  region  of  the  spleen.  There  was  an  enlargement  of  the 
left  side,  accompanied  with  difficulty  of  breathing,  cough,  and 
that  constitutional  irritation  which  is  commonly  called  hectic 
fever.  On  examining  this  case  I said  that  I thought  there  w'as 
fluid,  and  on  laying  the  chest  bare,  there  seemed  to  be  a fulness 
between  the  third  and  fourth  rib,  a little  above  the  nipple. 
Upon  pressing  the  swelling  in  the  abdomen,  and  putting  my 
finger  on  the  intercostal  muscles,  the  fluid  undulated  between 
one  point  and  the  other.  I said  there  was  a collection  of 
matter  in  the  left  pleura,  and  on  making  a small  incision  with 
the  i)oint  of  the  lancet,  a gush  of  matter  came  from  the  chest. 
On  putting  my  hand  on  the  abdomen,  I increased  the  flow 
most  abundantly,  and  I then  understood,  what  1 did  not  be- 
fore perfectly  understand,  that  the  diaphragm  was  pushed 
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dovvu  by  the  pressure  of  matter  from  above,  and  that  pressure 
upwards  upon  tlie  diapliragm  assisted  in  emptying  the  chest. 

I did  not  empty  the  chest  entirely  on  that  day,  but,  putting  a 
bit  of  adhesive  plaster  on  it,  1 said  I would  empty  it  a little 
more  the  next,  and  I proceeded  in  this  way  to  discharge  the 
matter  gradually  from  day  to  day.  This  young  lady  is  now  in 
perfect  health.  In  the  last  year,  I saw  a young  lady  who  had 
a similar  enlargement  of  the  side,  attended  with  similar  symp- 
toms. 1 treated  this  case  nearly  the  same,  but  I found  a great 
advantage  in  fixing  a girdle  round  the  abdomen,  which  pre- 
vented the  diaphragm  from  again  descending  by  any  accumu- 
lation of  matter.  With  respect  to  spurious  empyema,  it  is 
merely  a common  abscess,  which  must  be  opened,  and  treated 
in  the  ordinary  way.  I have  only  one  observation  to  make 
with  respect  to  spurious  empyema.  A boy,  who  had  been  a 
long  time  at  sea,  and  who  was  the  subject  of  sea-scurvv,  came 
to  England  with  a swelling  in  his  left  side.  I had  no  doubt, 
from  its  undulation  during  coughing,  that  there  was  matter 
contained  in  the  cavity  of  the  chest,  and  I was  going  to  insert 
my  lancet,  when  1 observed  that  the  boy  appeared  to  be  in 
very  bad  health.  I inquired  more  particularly  as  to  his  symp- 
toms, and  it  appeared  that  he  had  petechise,  and  that  his  gums 
occasionally  bled.  1 gave  him  bark  with  citric  acid,  and,  as 
his  health  improved  under  this  treatment,  the  matter  was  ab- 
sorbed, and  the  swelling  entirely  disappeared. 

The  next  subject  of  this  evening’s  lecture  is  one  which  some 
of  you  may  think  scarcely  worth  your  attention,  and  with  the 
treatment  of  which  you  may  imagine  that  you  are  fully  ac- 
quainted ; the  complaint  to  which  I allude  is 
Fistula  in  Ano. 

This  is  a disease  in  which  you  will  be  called  upon  to  ope- 
rate more  frequently,  perhaps,  than  in  any  other.  I do  not 
think  it  a disease  which  is  very  easy  to  treat;  it  very  often 
baffles  the  skill  of  the  best  surgeons.  A fistula  in  ano  vvill 
hardly  ever  heal  of  itself,  after  the  operation  is  performed, 
without  the  utmost  attention  on  the  part  of  the  surgeon.  The 
sphincter  ani  is  the  source  of  the  difficulty  in  this  complaint; 
every  time  the  patient  has  an  evacuation,  the  contraction  of 
the  sphincter  ani  separates  one  side  of  (he  abscess  from  the 
other,  and  thus  the  process  of  adhesion  and  inosculation  of 
the  granulations  is  continually  interrupted.  Understanding 
this,  you  will  see  that  the  principle  of  treatment  consists  in 
the  division  of  the  sphincter  ani  ; if  you  do  not  divide  the 
sphincter,  you  had  better  not  attempt  to  treat  the  patient  at 
all. 

Fistula  in  ano  is  more  painful  than  a common  abscess  ; the 
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jiatic’nt  has  oxcniciating  pain  in  the  evaluation  of  liis  feces, 
dreadful  tenesmus,  and  very  often  retention  of  urine,  tlie 
jiressure  of  tlie  matter  preventing  the  passage  of  tlie  urine 
through  the  urethra.  'Phe  cau.ses  of  this  disease  are  various; 
it  sometimes  arises  from  a costive  state  of  body ; frequently 
from  tlie  pressure  of  hardened  feces  passing  through  the 
intestines.  It  sometimes  arises  from  absolutely  opposite 
causes;  thus,  fistula  in  ano  is  frequently  the  consequeuce  of 
long. continued  diarrhoea,  producing  irritation  in  the  mucous 
membrane,  which  e-xtends  to  the  cellular  tissue.  It  is  often 
the  result  of  some  distant  complaint ; as  disease  of  the  liver, 
or  derangement  of,  the  alimentary  canal,  producing  an  accu- 
mulation of  blood  in  the  mesenteric  vessels,  and  a congestion 
which  is  determined  to  the  anus.  Persons  who  lead  a seden- 
tary life,  take  little  exeicise,  and  feed  highly,  are  particularly 
subject  to  this  di.sease.  It  is  often  the  result  of  disease  of  the 
chest,  and  very  commonly  ocenrs  at  the  close  of  phthisis  pul- 
inonalis.  It  is  necessary,  therefore,  to  inquire,  whether  the 
patient  labours  under  cough,  dyspnoea,  and  whether  his  con- 
stitution is  greatly  impaired.  No  operation  will  avail  without 
attention  to  the  state  of  distant  part."',  and  this  is  the  reason 
why  surgeons  have  so  often  lost  their  reputation  by  performing 
an  operation  for  this  complaint  at  an  improper  time.  You 
may  divide  the  sinus,  but  if  the  fistula  depends  on  a disordered 
state  of  distant  parts,  the  fistula  will  never  heal  without  at- 
tention to  the  constitution  of  the  patient.  There  is  consider- 
able variety  in  the  size  and  complication  of  fistulm  ; here  is  a 
preparation  in  whiah  the  sinus  is  confined  to  one  side  of  the 
gut ; there  is  another  in  which  the  gut  is  half  surrounded, 
and  another  in  which  the  disease  completely  encircles  the  in- 
testine. When  there  is  an  opening  on  each  side,  it  is  best  to 
perform  the  operation  first  on  one  side,  and  then  on  the  other. 
Here  is  a preparation  taken  from  a patient  who  died  of  this  dis- 
ease, which  very  rarely  happens ; the  intestines  and  bladder 
are  surrounded  by  the  fistula  ; the  rectum  also  is  surrounded 
by  sinuses  very  high  up.  'I'he  fistula  passed  to  the  groin,  and 
there  discharged  itself ; this  is  the  most  complicated  case  of 
fistula  I have  ever  seen.  The  fistula  sometimes  extends  to  the 
nates,  and  burrows  to  a great  distance  behind  the  glutei  mus- 
cles. Fistulffi  are  called  blind  when  the  matter  has  made  its 
way  into  the  rectum,  without  making  an  opening  externally; 
they  are  extremely  difficult  to  treat.  The  medical  treatment 
ot  fistufe  in  ano,  will  depend  on  their  cause  ; if  they  arise 
from  costiveness,  I need  not  point  out  to  you  the  remedies  to 
vvhich  you  should  have  recourse  ; if  from  disease  of  the  liver, 
give  calomel  and  saline  purges  ; if  they  arise  from  disease  of 
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tlie  chest  as  hydrothorax,  I scarcely  know  what  medicine  to 
recommend ; these  diseases  almost  always  prove  destructive 
to  life.  It  is  of  great  importance  to  give  such  medicines  as 
will  bring  the  fistula  into  a healthy  state.  With  this  view  the 
balsam  of  copaiba  may  be  given  with  advantage  ; if  tliere  is 
much  irritation,  give  soda,  which  has  great  efficacy  in  dimi- 
nishing the  irritability  of  the  rectum.  Aromatic  medicines 
should  be  given  ; especially  the  medicine  which  used  to  be 
called  Ward’s  paste,  which  has  been  very  properly  introduced 
in  the  last  edition  of  the  London  Pharmacopoeia,  having  been 
fouud  by  experience  to  produce  excellent  effects  in  this  dis- 
ease. The  composition  of  this  paste  is  as  follows  : — 

Of  Pepper,  two  drachms. 

Of  Elecampane,  and  Fennel  Seeds,  each  half  an  ounce. 

'I'his  is  to  be  mixed  up  with  honey,  so  as  to  form  an  electu- 
ary ; and  a tea-spoonful  of  it  to  be  taken  two  or  three  times  a- 
day.  This  medicine,  in  a very  short  time,  brings  the  fistula 
into  a healing  state  ; healthy  granulations  arise  from  the  sur- 
face, and  the  discharge,  instead  of  being  serous  or  bloody,  con- 
sists of  good  pns.  Submuriate  of  mercury,  with  saline  purges, 
should  be  occasionally  given  during  the  use  of  these  aromatic 
confections,  with  a view  of  promoting  the  secretion  of  the 
liver  and  intestines.  The  operation  of  dividing  the  sphincter 
aui,  is  simple  in  propoi'tion  as  you  find  a ready  opening  into 
the  rectum.  You  introduce  a small  probe- pointed  bistoury 
into  the  fistula,  pass  your  finger  up  the  rectum  to  meet  the  in- 
strument, and  carrying  the  point  downwards,  divide  the  in- 
tervening parts.  If  the  fistula  is  very  extensive,  you  will  be 
under  the  necessity  of  putting  your  finger  on  the  extremity  of 
the  instrument,  drawing  the  knife  downwards.  If  the  fistula 
does  not  open  into  the  rectum,  you  must  pass  the  instrument 
up  the  sinus  till  it  reaches  the  extremity  ; put  your  finger  into 
the  rectum  to  meet  tJie  knife,  place  it  along  the  end  of  the 
knife,  and  move  the  rectum  for  some  little  time  with  your 
finger  nail,  and  then,  cutting  through  the  cellular  tissue,  bring 
the  point  of  the  instrument  into  the  rectum.  Mr.  Savigny  in- 
vented for  this  purpose  a knife  with  two  blades,  one  pointed, 
the  other  round  ; the  pointed  knife  sliding  on  the  side  of  a 
probe  bistoury.  The  objection  to  this  instrument,  however, 
is,  that  it  occupies  too  much  space  : so  that  a small  sinus  will 
not  receive  it.  A very  co|)ious  hemorrhage  generally  lollows 
the  division  of  the  intestine  ; you  must  not,  therefore,  leave 
your  patient,  but  endeavour  to  stop  the  hemorrhage  by  intro- 
ducing a portion  of  lint  into  the  wound.  No  union  of  the 
sphincter  ani  will  fake  |)lacc,  until  granulations  have  arisen 
at  the  parts  of  the  wound  most  distant  from  the  rectum.  You 
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should  not  change  the  lint  for  several  days,  but  apply  poul- 
tices, and  merely  introduce  a probe  from  day  to  day,  to  see 
that  there  is  no  improper  adhesion.  If  you  were  to  put  fresh 
lint  immediately,  it  would  excite  inflammation,  and  produce 
fresh  abscesses  in  the  surrounding  cellular  tissue.  On  the 
fourth  or  fifth  day  you  may  insert  a small  quantity  of  fresh 
lint:  healthy  granulations  will  arise  in  about  a fortnight, 
under  the  treatment  which  I have  already  pointed  out  to  you  ; 
you  may  then  apply  lint  dipped  in  a solution  of  the  sulphate 
of  copper. 

The  sore  will  often  assume  an  indolent  state,  when  you 
think  it  is  on  the  point  of  healing.  Injections  are  sometimes 
successfully  employed  for  the  purpose  of  healing  fistulte  in 
ano.  A gentleman  came  to  me  with  a very  deep  fistula  in 
ano  ; he  had  been  operated  upon  before,  when  a very  alarm- 
ing hemorrhage  followed  the  division  of  the  sphincter  ; the 
sinus  was  so  deep,  that  it  completely  absorbed  the  probe  : 
under  these  circumstances,  I was  unwilling  to  perform  the 
operation,  except  by  gradually  dividing  the  fistula  an  inch  or 
two  at  a time.  However,  I told  him  that  injections  now  and 
then  succeeded,  and  1 recommended  him,  therefore,  to  try  the 
effect  of  an  injection  of  port  wine  and  water.  A few  days 
after,  he  injected  port  wine  alone  into  the  sinus,  and  the 
result  was,  that  there  was  no  further  suppuration,  but  adhe- 
sion took  place,  as  in  the  case  of  hydrocele.  His  cure  was 
thus  completed  without  an  operation.  Fistulas  are  sometimes 
cured  by  the  introduction  of  a ligature,  which  gradually  cuts 
through  the  part.  A thread  is  passed  through  the  sinus,  brought 
out  by  the  rectum,  and  tied  very  tightly.  Many  persons  will 
not  submit  to  the  operation  of  being  cut  for  fistula,  but  prefer 
enduring  pain  much  greater  than  any  occasioned  by  the  ope- 
ration. In  such  cases  the  introduction  of  a ligature  will  some- 
times prove  successful. 


LECTURE  XLVIII. 


In  this  evening’s  lecture  1 shall  show  you  the  operation  of 
castration,  first  describing  to  you  the  diseases  of  the  testicle 
which  occasionally  render  such  an  operation  necessary.  The 
first  disease  of  the  testicle  which  I shall  describe  to  you,  is 
that  in  which  hydatids  or  cysts  are  formed  within  it.  This  is 
a disease  of  no  very  unfrequent  occurrence,  and  it  affects  the 
young  rather  than  those  who  are  advanced  in  years.  It  begins 
at  the  extremity  of  the  epidydimis  where  it  joins  the  testicle  : 
there  is  an  enlargement  of  the  part  which  extends  through  the 
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epidydiiuis  towards  the  vas  deferens,  and  from  the  epidydirais 
to  the  body  of  the  testicle.  The  disease  is  never  attended  with 
pain,  unless  it  acquires  a very  considerable  niaijnitude.  The 
spermatic  cord  is  a little  varicose,  but  not  hard;  the  spermatic 
veins  are  larger  than  usual.  There  is  very  little  inflammatory 
tendency,  and  the  patient  can  bear  the  part  to  be  roughly 
handled  without  pain.  At  the  first  glance  the  disease  bears 
very  much  the  appearance  of  hydrocele.  There  is  very  little 
diflTerence  in  the  state  of  the  spermatic  cord,  except  that  it  is 
somewhat  more  vascular  than  usual.  The  disease  is  confined 
to  the  testicle  and  epidydimis,  and  there  is  no  instance  of  its 
having  extended  to  the  spermatic  cord  or  any  other  part  of 
the  body.  It  generally  attacks  young  persons  between  the  age 
of  .seventeen  and  thirty;  the  most  advanced  period  of  life  at 
w'hich  1 have  seen  it  is  thirty-eight.  It  attacks  persons  there- 
fore at  that  period  of  life  at  which  they  are  most  anxious  that 
these  parts  should  he  perfectly  fi’ee  from  disorder.  The  nature 
of  this  disease,  as  it  appears  on  dissection,  is  strikingly  illus- 
trated in  a beautitul  preparation  on  the  table;  you  will  there 
see  bags  of  various  sizes  formed  in  every  part  of  the  testicle; 
the  smallest  not  larger  than  a pin’s  head,  and  the  largest  about 
the  .size  of  a marble.  The  cysts  consists  of  cellular  tissue,  not 
of  glandular  structure;  and  the  testicle  is  entirely  obliterated, 
every  portion  of  the  seminiferous  tubes  being  absorbed  by  pres- 
sure. A great  number  of  hydatids  contain  water  only  ; some, 
water  tinged  with  yellow  serum;  and  others,  opaque  mucus, 
which,  when  the  cyst  is  opened,  is  found  adhering  to  its  inner 
side.  The  operation  of  castration  is  sometimes  required  for 
this  disease  on  account  of  its  magnitude  ; the  patient  being 
unable  to  conceal  the  disease,  is  incapable  of  going  into  so- 
ciety, and  will  frequently  intreat  that  the  operation  may  be 
performed.  It  is  not  on  account  of  the  pain  that  he  suffers, 
or  any  apprehensions  that  the  surgeon  need  entertain,  but  on 
account  of  the  inconvenience  to  which  a patient  is  exposed, 
that  the  operation  is  usually  performed.  The  constitution  of 
the  patient  is  entirely  unaffected  by  the  complaint  : indeed,  I 
hare  generally  seen  it  in  patients  enjoying  the  most  vigorous 
health.  A man,  in  every  other  respect  in  perfect  health,  will 
come  up  from  the  country  to  have  the  operation  performed, 
and  return  immediately  after  it  to  his  accustomed  avocations. 

I am  not  aware  of  any  instance  in  which,  after  the  operation, 
the  disease  ha.s  returned,  either  in  the  spermatic  cord  or  in 
the  other  testicle.  The  disease  is  entirely  local  and  unattend- 
ed with  danger. 

SciRRHUS  OF  THE  TeSTICLE. 

The  next  dhsease  of  the  testicle  to  which  I shall  direct  your 


396  ON  SCIRRHUS  OF  THE  TESTICLE. 


attention  is  scinhus,  similar  to  that  which  attacks  the  breast. 
'J’rue  scirrlius  of  the  testicle  is  an  e.\'tremely  rare  complaint, 
and  I am  afraid  many  testicles  have  been  removed  under  the 
supposition  of  their  bei*ng  scirrhous,  which  might  have  been 
saved.  1 have  seen  but  very  few  instances  of  true  scinhus. 
A truly  scinhus  affection  of  the  testicle  begins  in  the  body  of 
it,  with  an  e.xtremely  hard  swelling,  which  may  immediately 
inform  the  surgeon  of  the  nature  of  the  disease.  It  feels  like 
a marble  body  lodged  within  the  scrotum,  and  it  is  tubercu- 
lated  on  its  surface.  It  sometimes  begins  in  the  centre  of  the 
testicle,  and  gradually  e.Ktcnds  until  the  whole  is  involved  in 
tiie  disease.  The^epidydimis  next  becomes  the  seat  of  the  dis- 
ease, that  portion  being  first  attacked  which  communicates 
with  the  vas  deferens.  The  spermatic  cord  becomes  enlarged, 
and  tubercles  of  various  sizes  form  upon  it.  After  the  sper- 
matic cord  has  become  enlarged,  a hard  tumour  forms  beneath 
the  emulgent  artery,  which  may  be  felt  through  the  abdomi- 
nal parietes.  In  true  scinhus,  the  testicle  docs  not  become  en- 
larged to  any  considerable  size.  After  the  swelling  in  the  loins, 
the  thigh  becomes  enlarged  and  oedematous  on  the  side  of  the 
disease,  which  arises  from  the  obstruction  to  absorption  ; and 
the  pressure  on  the  veins  may  also  have  influence  in  producing 
this  effect.  In  the  former  disease  which  I noticed,  I observed 
that  the  general  health  of  the  patient  was  not  affected  ; but 
this  is  not  the  case  in  scin  hus  of  the  testicle.  The  countenance 
undergoes  a remarkable  change  ; it  is  yellow,  and  sunk,  a 
fixed  colour  terminates  abruptly  in  the  cheek.  When  you 
walk  through  the  wards,  and  observe  a patient  greatly  emaci- 
ated with  this  fixed  redness  of  the  cheek,  the  rest  of  the  face 
being  extremely  sallow,  you  may  almost  conclude,  from  these 
appearances,  that  he  is  labouring  under  some  scirrhous  or 
cancerous  affection.  This  disease  differs  also  very  much  from 
the  last,  in  being  attended  with  excrueiating  pain,  which  be- 
comes more  intolerable  as  the  disease  advances.  It  is  generally 
from  a year  and  a half  to  two  years  before  the  di.sease  destroys 
the  patient. — When  you  cut  into  a swelling  arising  from  this 
cause,  you  will  find  it  composed  of  a considerable  number  of 
lobes ; and  cartilaginous  substances,  and  earthy  matter  are 
frequently  deposited  in  the  testicle.  [The  learned  ])rofessor 
exhibited  a preparation  illustrating  these  appearances.]  Such 
is  the  character  of  true  scinhus  ; it  attacks  persons  at  an  ad- 
vanced period  ; in  general  between  sixty  and  seventy  years  of 
age,  seldom  under  fifty-five  years.  There  is  a preparation  in 
which  the  tuberculated  character  of  the  disease  is  still  more 
manifest  than  in  the  last.  'I'he  operation  for  this  disease  is 
extremely  unsuccessful,  for  it  rarely  happens  that  the  disease 
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does  not  return  after  the  removal  of  the  scirrhous  testicle. 
'J'his  may  arise  in  some  measure  from  the  late  period  at  which 
patients  usually  apply  for  relief.  If  the  spermatic  cord  has 
not  become  enlarged,  you  may,  by  giving  the  patient  allei-ative 
medicines  for  a length  of  time,  succeed  sometimes  in  prevent- 
ing the  return  of  the  disease  after  the  operation ; it  is,  how- 
ever, an  operation  which  is,  in  general,  even  less  successful 
than  that  for  scirrhous  tubercles  of  the  breast.  I have  never 
performed  it  after  the  spermatic  cord  has  become  enlarged, 
l.'ccause  I know  that  the  disease  will  be  sure  to  return.  I was 
once  goiug  round  the  other  hospital,  when  I pointed  out  a 
man  who  had  scirrhus  of  the  testicle,  with  an  enlargement  of 
the  spermatic  cord,  and  observed  that  this  patient  would  pro- 
bably die  from  the  operation  if  it  were  performed,  and  that 
if  he  did  not,  the  disease  would  certainly  return.  There  were 
some  foolish  young  men  present,  however,  who  thought  the 
man  might  be  saved  by  the  operation,  and  one  more  foolish 
than  the  rest  took  a lodging  for  the  man  at  Blackheath,  where 
he  performed  the  operation,  from  which  it  is  scarcely  neces- 
sary to  add,  the  man  died.  If  it  were  not  for  the  compassion 
which  one  feels  for  a patient  under  such  circumstances,  we 
might  be  induced  to  say,  that  such  a result  was  a proper  imn- 
i.'hmcnt  for  his  presumption.  Presumption,  gentlemen,  is  the 
oflspring  of  folly,  the  child  of  ignorance,  and  it  commonly 
happens  that  a young  man,  who  thinks  himself  an  exceedingly 
clever  fellow,  is  a particularly  egregious  blockhead.  It  was 
observed  by  one  of  the  greatest  philosophers  of  antiquity,  at 
the  close  of  a life  devoted  to  the  acquisition  of  knowledge — 
that  all  he  knew  was,  that  he  knew  nothing;  and  if  we  con- 
sider the  amount  of  individual  acquiretnent,  as  compared  with 
tlie  knowledge  which  is  either  unattainable,  or  which  the 
human  faculties  have  not  yet  leached,  the  observation  of  the 
philosopher  is  strictly  true.  A man  of  real  ability,  instead  of 
pluming  himself  on  the  extent  of  his  acquisitions,  will,  in 
prtjportion  as  he  advances  in  life,  lament  that  there  is  still  so 
much  of  which  he  knows  notliing.  To  return,  however, 
from  this  digression,  what  1 advise,  gentlemen,  is,  that  you 
shoulfl  never  perform  the  operation  of  castration,  when  you 
find  the  .spermatic  cord  affected  at  the  abdominal  ring. 

Fonooid  Disease  of  the  Testicle. 

'Phis  disease  is  much  more  common  than  the  last ; it  begins, 
like  the  true  scirihus,  in  the  body  of  the  testicle  ; — but  unlihe 
that  disease,  it  almost  immediately  atlects  the  whole  body  of 
the  tc.sticle  at  its  first  commencement.  In  a very  short  time 
the  cpidydimis  becomes  affected ; next  the  spermatic  cord  ; 
and,  in  the  course  of  a very  few  weeks,  a tumour  forms  in  the 


398  ON  FUNGOID  DISEASE  OF  THE  TESTICLE. 


loins.  The  disease  is  at  first  unattended  with  ])ain  ; but, 
when  the  spermatic  cord  and  the  tumour  in  the  loins  become 
of  great  magnitude,  the  patient  suffers  considerably.  In  this 
respect  it  differs  from  true  scirrhus,  in  vvliich  the  swelling 
never  attains  any  great  size.  The  fungoid  swelling  of  the  tes- 
ticle sometimes  increases  to  the  weight  of  several  pounds; 
the  appearance  of  the  surface  is  somewhat  livid  ; the  sperma- 
tic cord  is  loaded  with  blood,  and  in  some  parts  you  may  feel 
a fluctuation  as  if  there  were  a cyst  within  it;  it  becomes 
covered  with  tubercles  of  considerable  size.  The  tumour  has 
a soft,  pulpy  feel,  readily  yielding  to  pressure  ; and  on  the 
first  examinatioiryou  might  suppose  the  disease  to  be  hydro- 
cele.—1 have  known  it  frequently  punctured  on  the  supposi- 
tion of  a fluid  being  contained  in  it,  when  nothing  but  a little 
blood  has  followed  the  operation.  It  may  be  distinguished 
from  hydrocele  in  the  following  manner  ; — In  the -first  place, 
it  is  flattened  on  the  sides,  and  round  on  the  fore  part,  whereas 
ill  hydrocele  it  is  pyriform  ; if  you  squeeze  any  part  of  the 
fungoid  tumour,  the  patient  will  complain  of  the  pain  arising 
from  the  compression  of  the  testicle,  which  he  will  not  do  in 
hydrocele,  unless  you  squeeze  the  posterior  part  of  it;  the 
fungoid  tumour  rather  yields  to  the  pressure  of  the  finger, 
than  fluctuates  from  one  side  to  the  other,  as  in  hydrocele ; 
and,  lastly,  the  great  weight  of  the  swelling  when  you  lift  up 
the  sides,  and  the  livid  appearance  of  the  scrotum,  mark  the 
malignant  character  of  this  disease. 

The  disease  often  occurs  in  young  people  at  about  the  age  of 
puberty  ; — I have  seen  it,  in  one  instance,  in  a child  four  years 
old  ; I showed  you  the  other  evening  the  testicle  of  this  child, 
which  was  loaded  with  tubercles.  T'he  period  of  life  at  which 
it  may  be  said  usually  to  occur  is  between  the  age  of  seven- 
teen and  thirty-five.  The  disease  is  not  confined  to  the  tes- 
ticle, but  aflccts  other  parts  of  the  body  in  a great  variety  of 
situations.  It  differs  from  scirrhus  chiefly  in  the  swelling  be- 
ing of  a soft  kind  ; indeed  it  has  been  termed  soft  cancer,  for 
it  is  in  many  respects,  though  not  precisely,  of  the  same  nature 
with  scirrhus.  If  you  take  blood  from  a person  under  this 
disease,  you  will  find  it  so  attenuated,  that  it  will  hardly  coa- 
gulate ; and  if  you  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  adhesive 
process,  you  will  find  the  inflammation  scarcely  supporting 
blood-vessels ; what  few  vessels  are  pushed  through  the  part 
assume  the  appearanee  of  fungus.  If  you  inject  a fungoid  tes- 
ticle, you  will  find  it  in  some  parts  vascular,  while  in  others 
blood-vessels  are  not  received.  On  dissecting  it  you  will  find 
a portion  occupied  by  blood  not  very  firmly  coagulated,  and  a 
portion  by  adhesi\'e  matter  poured  out  by  inflammation,  which 
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resembles  brain  in  a putrid  state ; in  a part  of  the  swelling 
will  be  found  cysts  containing  a serous  fluid. 

The  scirrhous  and  fungoid  tumours  are  the  only  malignant 
diseases  to  which  the  testicle  is  subject.  The  operation  may 
be  performed  with  a hope  of  success,  if  the  patient  be  entirely 
free  from  other  complaints,  but  in  a great  majority  of  the  cases 
which  I have  seen,  the  disease  has  returned.  Here  is  a pre- 
paration taken  from  a patient  in  whom  the  disease  did  not  re- 
turn : in  this  case  the  disease  was  in  the  earliest  stage  in 
which  I have  seen  it.  There  are,  in  general,  tubercles  of  a 
fungoid  character  in  other  parts  of  the  body,  which  destroy, 
notwithstanding  all  that  can  be  done  by  alterative  medicines, 
after  the  operation.  We  may  sometimes  prevent  the  disposi- 
tion to  the  formation  of  this  disease  by  giving  alterative  medi- 
cines, but  no  medicine  with  which  we  are  acquainted  has  any 
power  over  it  when  it  is  once  formed.  Do  not,  therefore,  go 
over  the  same  treatment  which  experience  has  shown  to  be 
ineffectual,  but  try,  amidst  the  great  variety  of  new  powers 
with  which  the  discoveries  of  modern  chemists  have  furnished 
medicine,  whether  some  of  these  new  substances  may  not 
have  a specific  effect  in  this  disease.  I do  not  mean  to  say, 
that  by  giving  alterative  medicines,  so  as  to  improve  the  gene- 
ral health,  you  may  not  prevent  the  disposition  to  the  forma- 
tion of  the  disease,  but  that  scirrhous  and  fungoid  diseases 
are  specific  actions,  which,  when  they  are  once  engendered 
in  the  constitution,  we  know  of  no  medicine  to  counteract. 
He  who  says  we  do,  is  an  empiric,  and  an  impostor. 

Having  mentioned  tliese  two  diseases,  which  are,  in  a great 
degree,  uncontrollable  by  our  profession,  I will  now  call  your 
attention  to  a complaint  which  is  often  mistaken  for  them,  but 
which  is  extremely  easy  of  cure — I mean  a complaint  which 
may  be  called  chronic  enlargement  of  the  testicle.  You  may 
■say  the  other  diseases  are  chronic  ; true,  they  are  chronic,  but 
then  they  are  specific  diseases.  The  disease  to  which  I now 
allude,  1 .shall  call  simple 'chronic  enlargement  of  the  testicle. 
It  often  happens  that  a person  consults  a surgeon  under  the 
following  circumstances  : he  comes  to  you  with  a considerable 
enlargement  of  his  testicle,  which  feels  extremely  hard,  and 
which  you  might  suppose  at  once  to  be  scirrhous,  flpon  your 
inquiring  whether  he  has  any  other  complaint,  he  will  tell  you 
that  he  has  occasionally  had  symptoms  of  a syphilitic  kind. 
Whether  he  has  taken  mercury  ? Oh,  yes,  he  will  say,  a good 
deal,  and  probably  that  this  disease  began  while  he  was  taking 
mercury.  Whether  he  has  any  disea.se  in  his  urethra  ? he  will 
perhaps*  say  that  he  has  some  stricture,  or  he  may  say  that  he 
has  no  obstruction  whatever.  Having  made  these  enquiries,  and 
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received  such  answers,  you  may  say  to  t)ie  party  “ follow  my 
advice  implicitly,  sir,  and  I promise  you  that  this  enlargement 
of  the  testicle  shall  be  removed,  and  in  the  course  of  a few 
weeks  you  will  be  quite  well.”  He  will  be  delighted  at  hearing 
this,  oi-  he  may  be  disposed  to  doubt  whether  you  will  be  able 
to  succeed.  You  must,  in  the  first  place,  strictly  enjoin  him 
to  keep  the  recumbent  posture  : without  a strict  adherence  to 
this,  it  will  be  impossible  to  effect  his  cure  ; it  is  absolutely 
essential  to  his  recovery.  You  must  apply  leeches,  and  evapo- 
rating lotions  to  the  part,  and  desire  him  to  take  three,  or 
even  five,  griiins  of  calomel  with  opium  night  and  mornimr. 
If  he  does  this  tin*  enlargement  of  the  testicle  will  subside  in 
the  course  of  a few  weeks.  This  disease  is  of  a similar  tia- 
ture  with  that  which  attacks  the  eye,  which  has  been  called 
iritis,  and  requires  the  same  mode  of  treatineut.  It  occurs  in 
constitutions  which  have  been  injured  by  intemperance  and 
over-excitement;  it  will  increase  until  the  testicle  is  entirely 
destioyed,  unless  you  prevent  it  hy  the  means  I have  just 
pointed  out  to  you.  The  patient  will  probably  a.sk  whether 
you  mean  to  salivate  him  ; tell  him  he  must  have  his  mouth 
well  affected,  so  as  to  produce  a considerable  discharge  of  sa- 
liva, shewing  that  the  mercury  has  acted  on  the  constitution. 

Apply  leeclies  to  the  part  occasionally,  and  evaporating  lo- 
tions, as  the  liquor  ammoniaj  acetatis,  and  spirits  of  wine. 
Do  not  on  any  account  attempt  to  introduce  a bougie,  even 
though  the  irritability  of  the  urethra  should  be  the  source  of 
the  enlargement.  The  introduction  of  a bougie  at  first  would 
only  add  to  the  irritability  of  the  urethra  : wait  till  you  have 
altered  the  constitution  by  the  means  I have  pointed  out,  and 
the  swelling  of  the  testicle  is  considerably  reduced  ; and  then, 
but  not  till  then,  you  may  resort  to  the  use  of  the  bougie  with 
advantage.  I will  tell  you  a case  which  made  a strong  impres- 
sion on  nty  mind.  An  officer  in  the  Peninsula  had  a chronic 
swelling  of  the  testicle,  for  which  he  consulted  surgeons,  and 
he  was  at  length  told  that  there  vvaS  no  hope  of  a cure  except 
by  removal  of  the  testicle.  He  submitted  to  the  operation,  and 
resumed  his  professional  duties.  Eight  months  after,  the  re- 
maining testicle  became  enlarged ; he  was  exceedingly 
alarmed  ; surrendered  his  situation,  and  came  to  this  country 
for  advice.  He  applied  to  myself  and  two  other  surgeons  ; we 
had  a consultation  on  his  case,  and  our  opinion  was,  that  there 
was  no  necessity  for  removing  the  other  testicle.  All  he  was 
advised  to  do  was,  to  keep  his  sofa,  steadily  to  take  mercury 
till  his  mouth  became  sore,  and  to  apply  stiunilating  lotions  to 
the  part.  In  five  weeks  the  swelling  subsided,  and  in  six  weeks 
this  gentleman  was  perfectly  well.  This  chronic  enlargement 
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of  the  testicle  very  rarely  requires  an  operation,  if  treated  in 
the  way  I have  now  stated.  When  1 commenced  my  profes- 
sion, I had  no  more  idea  but  that  the  testicle  required  removal 
tlian  any  other  surgeon  at  that  time.  I have  seen  a great 
number  of  them  removed,  and  I confess  tliat  1 have  removed 
many  myself : but  if  I were  to  do  so  now,  I should  be  guilty 
of  a great  crime,  for  it  is  a disease  which  readily  yields  to  the 
medical  means  which  1 have  pointed  out.  There  are  several 
preparations  on  the  table  of  testicles,  taken  from  persons  under 
this  disease,  before  the  efficacy  of  this  treatment  was  ascer- 
tained ; one  of  them,  I am  sorry  to  say,  by  myself.  There  is 
a species  of  chronic  enlargement  of  the  testiele,  however, 
which  requires  the  operation,  as  large  abscesses  are  sometimes 
produced  by  it,  which  occasion  great  pain,  so  that  the  patient 
iiimself  becomes  anxious  for  the  removal  of  the  testicle.  Fun- 
gous granulations  spring  from  the  surface  of  these  abscesses  ; 
they  are  not  of  tlie  true  malignant  fungoid  kind,  but  they  re- 
semble the  granulations  which  spring  through  the  dura  mater, 
in  consequence  of  injury  to  the  brain.  Even  in  this  case, 
however,  the  granulations  may  be  cut  off  from  the  surface, 
and  the  integuments  brought  together,  so  as  frequently  to 
render  the  removal  of  the  testicle  unnecessaiy. 

Mr.  Travers  has  cured  a case  or  two  of  this  kind  by  the 
pressure  of  adhesive  plaster,  and  I have  seen  cases  cured  by 
sprinkling  powdered  sulphate  of  copper,  or  nitrate  of  silver,  on 
the  part.  The  irritable  testicle  is  a very  formidable  disease, 
and,  as  far  as  I know,  has  not  been  described  in  surgical 
books.  This  complaint  generally  resists  all  tlie  means  which 
may  be  employed  to  subdue  it ; and  i have,  in  tliree  instances, 
been  under  the  ueeessity  of  removing  the  testicle.  The  part 
is  so  exceedingly  tender,  that  the  patient  cannot  bear  to  walk, 
as  pressure  of  the  testicle  gives  him  excruciating  pain.  The 
moment  you  touch  the  part  the  patient  shrinks  from  you,  and 
complains  of  dreadful  pain,  which  will  last  for  hours  after. 
The  pain  passes  up  the  spermatic  cord  to  the  loins,  entering 
along  the  nerves  of  the  thigh.  It  may  be  relieved  for  the  mo- 
ment by  medical  means,  as  by  giving  tlie  blue  pill  vvith  hyos- 
cyamus,  but  it  generally  returns,  and  will  continue  for  months, 
and  even  years.  The  patient  lies  on  his  sofa  from  morning  to 
night,  and  is  wholly  unable  to  pursue  any  occupation.  I once 
asked  a medical  man  who  was  labouring  under  this  complaint, 
whether  he  found  it  absolutely  impossible  to  exert  himself, 
and  he  told  me  he  should  have  been  extremely  glad  to  join 
the  regiment  to  which  he  was  surgeon,  but  he  found  it  utterly 
imoo.ssible.  In  three  cases,  as  before  stated,  I have  been  ui.jer 
the  necessity  of  removing  the  testicle  for  this  disease.  The 
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first  case  was  that  of  a gentleman  who  came  from  Charleston, 
ia  South  Carolina,  with  this  disease,  to  try  the  effect  of  a 
change  of  climate.  The  part  was  so  excessively  tender  that 
he  could  not  bear  the  slightest  handling,  and  he  even  dreaded 
the  slightest  motion.  He  confined  himself  to  his  chamber  for 
a considerable  length  of  lime ; 1 tried  a great  variety  of  means, 
until  I grew  tired  of  him,  for  I confess,  gentlemen,  that,  when 
a disease  does  not  yield  readily,  I am  apt  to  take  French  leave. 
(A  laugh.)  He  applied  to  iMr.  Abernethy,  who  attended  him 
for  a considerable  time,  and  then  to  Rlr.  Pearson,  who  kept 
him  also  for  a very  great  length  of  time.  Being  no  better  for 
the  advice  he  hadseceived,  he  came  back  to  me  again  ; 1 ad- 
vised him  to  go  to  Margate,  and  try  the  use  of  tlie  warm  bath. 
His  general  health  was  improved  by  the  sea-bathing,  but  he 
chose  to  come  home  in  one  of  the  Margate  coaches,  and  the 
consequence  was,  that  by  the  time  he  reached  Blackheath,  he 
was  incapable  of  travelling  any  further.  He  was  put  to  bed  at 
an  inn  on  Blackheath,  where  he  remained  a Jong  time  before 
he  was  able  to  proceed  to  Loudon.  He  at  length  made  up  his 
mind  to  submit  to  the  operation  before  returning  to  Charleston, 
and  I removed  the  testicle.  He  soon  recovered  from  the  ope- 
ration, and  1 have  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing,  that  since  his 
return  to  Charleston  he  has  taken  to  himself  a wife,  who  has 
produced  him  several  children.  The  second  case  was  that  of  a 
gentleman  who  had  been  a long  time  the  subject  of  the  com- 
plaint, and  who,  after  submitting  to  the  operation,  got  per- 
fectly well.  The  third  case  was  that  of  the  surgeon  to  whom 
1 just  alluded,  and  who  insisted  on  the  operation  being  per- 
formed. The  degree  of  suffering  to  which  a patient  is  exposed 
from  an  irritable  state  of  the  testicle  can  scarcely  bo  conceived  ; 
it  is  for  the  most  part  unmanageable  by  medical  treatment, 
but  will,  after  a great  length  of  time,  sometimes  wear  itself 
out.  Mr.  Wardrop,  a surgeon  of  Liverpool,  once  observed  to 
me,  in  consulting  upon  a patient’s  case,  that  he  had  an  idea  of 
cutting  down  on  the  spermatic  cord,  and  dividing  the  nerves 
which  went  to  the  testicle.  Whether  he  ever  put  his  idea  in 
practice  I know  not ; it  was  at  any  rate  ingenious,  and  showed 
his  knowledge  of  anatomy. 

The  operation  of  Castration. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  simple  operations  in  surgery.  . You 
grasp  the  testicle  in  your  left  hand  ; begin  your  incision  at  the 
upper  part  of  the  abdominal  ring,  and  extend  it  to  the  lower 
extremity  of  the  testicle.  You  must  not  leave  .any  part  of  the 
scrotum  undivided,  because  if  you  make  the  opening  by  which 
you  draw  out  the  testicle  from  the  upper  part  of  the  scrotum, 
a bag  of  matter  will  form  at  the  lower  part,  which  will  prevent 
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the  healing  of  the  wound.  Lay  bare  the  spermatic  cord  com- 
pletely at  the  abdominal  ring ; and  put  a needle  and  ligature 
through  it  and  the  artery  of  the  vas  deferens.  Some  say  this 
is  a work  of  supererogation  ; but  it  is  not  so,  because,  if  you 
omit  it,  it  often  happens  that  when  you  divide  the  cord,  it  is 
drawn  within  the  abdominal  ring  by  the  action  of  the  cremas- 
ter, and  you  cannot  get  at  it  without  slitting  up  the  abdomen. 
'J'his  once  happened  during  an  operation  of  castration,  at 
which  Mr.  Cline,  senior,  was  present.  The  surgeon  had  re- 
moved the  testicle,  and  when  he  came  to  secure  the  vessels, 
the  spermatic  cord  could  not  be  found.  Mr.  Cline  brought 
the  spermatic  artery  into  view,  by  slitting  up  t!ie  abdominal 
ring.  Having  divided  the  cord,  you  draw  it  towards  you, 
and  detach  the  cellular  membrane  behind  it ; in  this  consists 
the  whole  of  this  very  easy  operation.  The  spermatic  artery, 
and  the  artery  of  the  vas  deferens  are  all  that  require  to  be 
secured  in  the  cord ; in  the  scrotum  there  are  several  which 
require  to  be  secured.  I shall  in  the  next  lecture  proceed  to 
the  amputations. 


LECTURE  XLIX. 


On  the  different  amfutations. 

Operations  are  now  much  less  frequently  performed  than 
they  were  in  the  days  of  our  ancestors,  owing  to  the  great 
improvements  which  have  taken  place  in  surgical  science. 
Many  of  the  diseases  which  were  formerly  considered  incurable 
can  now  be  easily  cured  by  modes  of  treatment  corresponding 
with  our  increased  pathological  knowledge.  Many  accidents, 
for  example,  where  the  parts  are  much  lacerated,  and  for 
which  the  ancients  would  have  operated,  we  leave  to  nature, 
by  whose  influence  the  different  reparative  processes  will  be 
set  in  action,  and  the  injured  limb  restored  to  health  and 
utility.  When  amputation  is  necessary,  nature  will  occasion- 
ally even  pterform  this  operation  unassisted  by  art ; in  mor- 
tification of  the  feet  it  often  hapjiens  that  the  leg  will  be 
amputated  by  nature  as  effectually  as  though  it  had  been  ac- 
complished by  the  knife.  At  Guy’s  Hospital  there  is  at  the 
present  moment  a case  of  this  dc.scription.  You  have  seen,  in 
the  case  which  I allude  to,  first,  a division  of  the  skin — then 
the  division  of  the  muscles  shorter  than  the  skin,  and  lastly, 
the  division  of  the  bones ; the  fibula  has  already  separated, 
and  the  exfoliation  of  the  tibia  is  rapidly  going  on.  Nature 
in  this  case  if  left  to  herself,  would,  without  doubt,  accom- 
plish the  amputation  of  the  leg  ; but  the  safety  of  the  man 

D d2 


404  ON  THE  DIFFERENT  AMPUTATIONS. 


requires,  I think,  that  the  remainder  of  the  bone  should  be 
divided  by  the  saw,  for  if  this  be  not  done,  the  long  continued 
excitement  may  wear  out  the  powers  of  the  constitution. 

Diseased  joints  used  very  frequently  to  lead  to  the  perform- 
ance of  amputation  in  young  persons  as  well  as  in  the  old  ; 
but  amputation  is  much  less  frequently  performed  at  the  pre- 
sent day,  in  consequence  of  such  disease  than  some  years 
back  ; even  diseases  of  the  joints  of  the  upper  extremities  of 
children  give  rise  to  amputation  much  less  frequently  than  in 
the  days  of  our  fore-fathers,  but  in  chronic  diseases  of  the 
ankle  and  knee,  amputation  is  still  very  commonly  performed  ; 
tliere  is,  however,-  a marked  distinction  in  these  chronic  en- 
largements ; one  variety  may  be  called  congenital,  which  exists 
from  the  birth  of  the  child,  and  the  other  is  from  some  debi- 
litating cause  which  produces  the  complaint  after  birth  ; as 
the  constitution,  therefore,  is  l adically  weak,  or  vitiated  in  the 
former  of  these  affections,  you  cannot  expect  that  such  per- 
manent benefit  will  result  in  that  case,  as  in  the  latter,  where 
the  constitution  becomes  affected  from  some  accidental  cir- 
cumstance. 

With  respect  to  diseases  of  the  ankle  and  knee  joints,  am- 
putation for  such  complaints  will  occasionally  be  necessary 
both  of  the  leg  and  thigh  ; indeed,  chronic  affections  of  the 
ankle  and  knee  give  rise  to  amputation  as  fi'equently  as  dis- 
eases in  any  part  of  the  body.  For  compound  fractures  we 
seldom  amputate  directly  ; they  are  seldom  so  severe  as  to 
require  immediate  amputation,  and  it  is  not  until  gangrene  or 
disease  of  the  bone  has  taken  place,  tliat  it  is  deemed  neces- 
sary to  amputate;  compound  fractures,  however,  from  the 
superior  manner  in  which  they  are  now  treated,  do  much 
better  than  formerly,  and  very  severe  injuries  of  this  descrip- 
tion. will  often  terminate  most  favouiably  ; therefore,  upon 
the  whole,  amputations  are  much  less  frequently  performed  at 
the  present  epoch  than  in  the  days  of  our  ancestors.  Now, 
gentlemen,  before  you  amputate,  it  is  necessary  that  you  should 
apply,  in  such  situations  where  it  can  be  accomplished,  the 
tourniquet,  an  instrument  which  consists  of  a strong  band, 
capable  of  completely  surrounding  the  thigh,  two  brass  bridges, 
a long  screw,  a pad,  and  two  small  rollers.  The  rollers  are 
situated  one  at  each  end  of  the  under  bridge.  The  bridges  lie 
in  immediate  contact  with  each  other,  the  concave  part  of  the 
upper  bridge  completely  fitting  the  convex  surface  of  the  under. 
The  pad  is  placed  in  the  arch  of  the  under  bridge,  and  which 
pad  is  to  be  placed  immediately  upon  the  vessel  whose  circu- 
lation is  to  be  stopped  ; after  having  thus  applied  the  pad,  you 
are  to  bring  the  band  around  the  limb,  and  secure  it  tightly 
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upon  the  upper  bridge,  then  turning  the  screw  by  which  the 
two  bridges  are  connected,  you  can  produce  upon  the  vessel 
any  degree  of  pressure  that  may  be  required,  for  the  screw 
separates  one  bridge  from  the  other  ; thus  raising  the  upper 
bridge,  pressing  upon  the  lower  one,  at  the  same  time  tiglrt- 
ening  the  band,  and  forcing  the  pad  upon  the  vessel,  you  ef- 
fectually control  the  cii-culatiou  of  the  blood  in  the  limb  to 
which  the  iustrument  is  applied ; this  is  the  tourniquet  at 
present  in  general  use  ; anotlier  has  lately  been  irrvented  liav- 
irrg  small  spikes  at  one  extrenrity  of  the  br  idge,  and  these  per- 
forate the  band  after  it  has  been  tightly  applied  round  the 
limb,  when,  upon  turning  the  screw  of  this  iustrument,  the 
same  effect  is  produced  as  by  the  other. 

The  tourirrquet,  in  operations  wher'e  it  can  be  used,  will  be 
found  of  very  great  service  ; I mean,  will  be  of  considerable 
utility  to  the  operator  in  point  of  facilitating  the  operatioir, 
and  at  the  same  time  rendering  it  more  safe.  As  an  auxiliary, 
however,  its  coi>venience  will  be  much  more  felt  in  private 
than  in  hospital  practice,  for  in  the  former  there  is  commonly 
a deficiency  of  those  able  assistants,  whom  we  so  generally 
meet  with  in  the  latter,  yet  the  tourniquet,  when  it  can  be 
applied,  will  more  effectually  control  the  circulation  than 
pressure  by  the  hand. 

I will  now  show  you  where  the  tourniquet  should  be  applied 
when  we  operate  on  the  upper  extremity ; for  example,  if  you 
amputate  the  arm  above  the  elbow  it  should  be  fixed  as  near 
as  possible  to  the  axilla,  this  will  afford  you  room  for  dissect- 
ing back  the  integuments,  and,  at  the  same  time,  will  allow  o 
the  retraction  of  the  muscles.  If  you  amputate  below  the 
elbow,  the  instrument  should  be  applied  about  the  middle  of 
the  arm,  and-.this  is  the  best  place  for  putting  it,  on  account 
of  the  pressure  acting  more  immediately  u[)on  the  vessel  in 
this  situation  than  wlieu  applied  higher  up,  for  here  nothing 
but  integuments  and  cellular  membrane  at  the  inner  edge  of 
the  biceps  muscle  covers  the  artery;  therefore,  if  you  operate 
below  the  elbow  let  the  tourniquet  be  applied  on  the  middle 
of  the  arm  ; if  above  the  elbow,  not  lower  than  one  third  of 
the  length  of  the  arm  downwards. 

When  you  amputate  below  the  knee  you  .should  fix  the  in- 
strument on  the  middle  of  the  thigh,  with  the  pad  on  the  fe- 
moral artery,  at  the  inner  side  of  the  sartorius  muscle  ; if 
you  amputate  above  the  knee  you  must  then  fix  it  one  third 
the  length  of  the  limb  downwards  ; the  reason  of  your  apply- 
ing it  so  high  up  is,  to  allow  of  the  retraction  of  the  muscles, 
as  I before  stated  to  you  with  regard  to  the  arm,  but  its  ne- 
cessity is  much  greater  here,  as  I sliall  hereafter  explain  to 
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you.  Well,  then,  in  amputation  of  the  upper  e.Ktremity  the 
j)ad  is  placed  at  (he  inside  of  the  biceps,  and  in  amputation  of 
tlie  lower  extremity,  if  below  the  knee,  near  the  middle  of  the 
thigh,  and  at  the  inner  edge  of  the  sartorius  muscle.  'I'he 
first  amputations  I shall  show  you  will  be  those  of  the  fingers. 
We  now  very  rarely  amputate  at  either  the  second  or  third 
joint  of  the  finger,  because  we  find  that  it  is  better  to  remove 
the  entire  finger,  either  at  the  first  joint,  or  even  at  the  me- 
tacarpal bone  behind  the  first  joint,  than  to  leave  a small 
j)ortion  of  the  finger  before  it,  for  the  stump  is  found  to  be 
e.xtremely  inconvenient,  and  to  interfere  most  unpleasantly 
with  the  motion  oT  the  remaining  fingers  ; do  not,  therefore, 
amputate  a finger  at  the  second  or  thiid  joint,  unless  you  are 
j)articularly  requested  to  do  so  by  the  patient  himself ; and  as 
this  request  may  be  made,  I will  show  you  the  mode  of  per- 
forming the  operation. 

Amputation  of  the  Finger  at  the  Second  ou 
Third  Joint. 

Having  felt  for  the  joint,  you  make  a circular  inci.sion  a little 
below  it,  through  the  integuments  ; this  is  the  first  step  ; you 
then  make  a cut  through  these  at  each  side  of  the  joints  ; yoil 
then  turn  up  and  back  the  flaps  thus  jiroduced,  wlien,  upon 
dividing  the  ligament  with  the  scalpel  at  one  side  of  the  joint, 
you  immediately  open  it,  carry  the  knife  through  and  divide 
the  ligament  on  the  opposite  side  ; in  this  way  the  finger  may 
be  removed  ; the  flaps  you  see  are  now  laid  over  the  bone, 
and  form  a good  stump.  The  French  perform  this  operation 
in  a different  mode,  and  in  a way,  I must  say,  not  very  anato- 
mical, for  you  know  the  construction  of  the  phalanges  is  such 
that  the  upper  portion  of  the  lower  bone  projects  over  the 
articulating  surface  of  the  upper  ; this  happens  both  inside  and 
outside  the  joint,  so  that  if  you  attempt  to  cut  directly  into  the 
joint,  you  cannot  do  so  in  those  parts,  for  the  point  of  your 
knife  will  rest  upon  the  processes  I have  just  mentioned  to 
pu  ; their  mode  is  to  bend  the.  finger,  and  then  make  a cut 
into  the  joint  behind  the  process,  and  this  in  a finger  that  is 
not  diseased  may  be  done  ; but,  generally  speaking,  in  diseased 
fingers,  the  joints  cannot  be  bent ; it  likewise  often  happens 
that  the  joints  themselves  are  diseased,  when,  of  course, 
flexion  would  be  exceedingly  difficult,  if  not  impossible. 

Of  Amputation  of  the  Finger  at  the  First  Joint. 

Now,  gentlemen,  in  this  amputation,  the  finger  is  drawn 
aside  ; you  then  make  an  incision  obliquely  through  the  web 
situated  between  them,  and  carry  your  cut  just  beyond  the 
knuckle  ; the  knife  is  then  carried  through  the  joint  from  side 
to  side,  leaving  a flap  of  integument  sufficient  to  cover  the  end 
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of  the  bone ; to  say  the  truth,  tliis  is  not  the  best  mode  of 
amputating  the  finger ; it  is  better  to  make  your  oblique  cut 
through  tlie  web  longer  than  I have  just  described  to  you,  so 
as  to  carry  it  beyond  the  joint  some  way  up  the  metacarpal 
bone ; you  make  a similar  incision  on  the  other  side  of  the 
joint,  and  having  cleared  the  bone,  from  its  muscular  and 
ligamentous  attachments,  yon  saw  through  the  metacarpal 
bone  itself. 

The  two  fingers  which  were  next  the  diseased  one,  now  ap- 
proximate, and  if  kept  in  this  situation  until  adhesion  of  the 
integuments  has  taken  place,  very  little  deformity  of  the  hand 
will  be  produced ; if,  on  the  other  hand,  a portion  of  the 
finger  be  left  projecting,  the  inconvenience  of  the  stump  will 
not  only  be  felt  in  the  motion  of  the  fingers,  but  a disagree- 
able deformity  be  obvious  to  every  spectator  ; in  the  operation 
I have  just  shewn  you,  neither  one  nor  the  other  will  exist, 
comparatively  speaking ; there  cannot  be,  of  course,  any  an- 
noyance from  a stump,  and  the  deformity  will  be  scarcely 
obsen'able  ; well  then,  we  seldom  amputate  the  finger  at  the 
second  or  third  joint,  unless  at  the  particular  desire  of  the  pa- 
tient : neither  do  we  recommend  the  operation  at  the  first 
joint,  but  rather  the  one  vvliich  I have  just  mentioned  to  you, 
viz.  that  of  sawing  through  the  metacarpal  bone  a little  way 
above  the  knuckle. 

The  ne.xt  operation  that  I shall  describe  to  you  is  the 
Amputation  of  the  Metacarpal  Bone  of  the  Thumb. 

To  accomplish  this  operation,  you  must  begin  your  incision 
by  cutting  through  the  integuments  at  the  inside  of  the  thumb, 
nearly  opposite  the  first  joint ; you  carry  this  incision  back- 
wards to  the  union  of  the  metacarpal  with  the  carpal  bones  ; 
this  incision  will  form  a flap,  consisting  of  integuments  and 
the  abductor  muscles,  quite  sufficient  to  cover  the  wound  that 
will  be  occasioned  by  the  operation.  After  having  com- 
pleted this  flap,  the  knife  is  then  to  be  passed  backward 
from  between  the  index  finger  and  thumb  as  far  as  the  tra- 
pezium, to  which  bone  the  head  of  the  metacarpal  bone  is  ar- 
ticulated ; when  you  arrive  at  this  position,  you  arc  to  turn 
the  knife  so  as  to  make  its  blade  form  a right  angle  with  the 
incision  just  made  ; you  are  then  to  carry  its  edge  through 
the  joint,  by  which  the  ligaments  will  be  divided,  and  the  bone 
is  thus  removed  ; the  flap,  you  observe,  that  I first  left,  and 
which  is  formed  principally  of  the  abductor  pollicis  and  the 
integuments,  is  (juite  sufficient  to  cover  the  wound.  The  me- 
tacarpal bone  of  the  little  finger  is  removed  by  nearly  a simi- 
lar operation.  You  begin  your  incision  at  the  vveb  between 
it  and  the  ring  finger ; carry  down  to  the  articulation  with  the 
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unciforme  bone,  pass  it  through  the  joint,  and  then  let  it  ter- 
minate upon  the  outside  of  tlie  metacarpal  bone,  opposite  the 
part  where  yon  commenced  your  first  incision  ; a flap  will  be 
thus  formed  of  muscles  and  integuments,  in  the  same  way  as 
the  flap  in  tlie  tliumb  operation  ; straps  of  adhesive  plaster 
are  to  be  employed  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  edges  of 
the  wound  in  contact.  The  vessels  required  to  be  secured 
in  tlie  operations  for  the  removal  of  the  fingers,  are  the  two 
digital  arteries. 

Of  Amputation  of  the  Foot  at  the  Tarsus. 

The  operation  for  the  removal  of  the  toes  is  so  similar  to 
tliat  of  the  fingers?  tliat  1 do  not  consider  it  necessary  to  say 
much  to  yon  on  that  subject.  One  observation,  however,  I 
will  make  to  yon,  which  is,  that  a man  who  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  removing  fingers  at  the  first  joint,  and  who  had  never 
removed  a toe,  or  seen  one  removed,  if  he  were  to  conduct 
the  operation  in  the  same  manner  as  for  the  removal  of  a 
finger,  would  feel  himself  very  much  puzzled  ; that  is,  if  he 
expected  to  find  the  first  joint  of  the  toes  at  the  same  distance 
from  the  web  as  in  the  lingers.  You  must,  in  the  toe  opera- 
tion, carry  down  your  incision  between  the  web  for  at  least  an 
inch  and  a half,  before  you  will  be  opposite  to  the  joint  ; the 
other  steps  of  the  operation  are  the  same  as  for  the  renioi'al 
of  a finger.  A new  operation  has  of  late  years  been  proposed 
for  the  amputation  of  the  tarsus,  by  cutting  through  the  joint 
formed  by  the  astragalus  and  os  scaphoides,  and  the  os  calcis 
with  the  os  cuboides.  Having  desired  your  assistant  to  draw 
up  the  integuments,  you  make  an  incision  from  the  bottom  of 
the  foot  on  oue  side  over  the  dorsum  down  to  the  bottom  on 
the  other  side,  leaving  the  integuments  of  the  sole  of  the  foot 
undivided.  Before  you  make  your  first  incision,  you  of  course 
feel  for,  and  correctly  ascertain,  the  precise  situation  of  the 
joint ; after  the  first  incision  has  been  completed,  you  are  to 
bend  the  fore  part  of  the  foot  downwards,  by  which  you 
stretch  the  ligaments  covering  the  joint,  and  a slight  touch 
of  the  knife  will  then  enable  the  instrument  readily  to  pass 
between  the  articulating  surfaces  of  the  astragalus  and  os  spa- 
phoides  ; then,  by  cutting  still  further  downwards,  you  divide 
the  ligaments  connecting  the  os  calcis  and  os  cuboides.  You 
are  now  to  place  the  blade  of  your  knife  horizontally,  and  cut 
along  the  bottom  of  the  foot  towards  the  toes,  between  the  in- 
teguments and  bones,  until  yon  have  cut  a proper  distance  for 
obtaining  a sufficient  quantity  of  integuments  to  form  a flap  for 
covering  the  end  of  the  stump,  which  is  then  to  be  adjusted 
neatly  over  the  wound,  and  confined  in  that  situation  by  straps 
of  adhesive  plaster,  I have  tried  this  operation,  and  do  not 
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like  it  ; the  inflaimnation  which  generally  results  from  it  is 
exceedingly  severe,  and  the  suppuration  very  extensive ; this 
may  be  accounted  for  from  so  large  a portion  of  articulating 
surface  being  exposed  by  the  operation.  I am  of  opinion  that 
it  is  much  better  to  saw  through  the  bones  than  to  perform 
this  operation  ; there  will  be  much  less  inflammation,  much 
less  suppuration,  much  less  risk  to  the  patient,  and  at  the 
same  time  a much  greater  chance  that  the  integuments  will 
unite  by  the  adhesive  process.  I would,  therefore,  advise  you, 
when  it  is  practicable,  rather  to  saw'  through  the  os  navicu- 
lare  .and  os  cuboides  tliati  to  entirely  separate  these  bones  at 
their  articulating  surfaces  ; independently  of  the  advantages 
which  I have  already  mentioned  to  you,  the  last  operation 
would  afford  the  . patient  a better  bearing  for  the  body  than 
the  former,  as  more  of  the  foot, will  be  left  by  it.  Upon  the 
whole,  then,  I am  positive  that  you  will  find  the  operation  of 
saw’ing  through  the  bones  more  successful  than  that  of  remov- 
ing the  foot  at  the  joint. 

On  Flap  Amputation  of  the  Leg. 

It  is  usually  performed  a little  above  the  ankle  joint,  about 
two-thirds  of  the  length  of  the  leg  downwards  ; it  is  perform- 
ed with  a view  of  enabling  the  person  to  wear  an  artificial  leg  ; 
and  in  those  individuals  whose  circumstances  do  not  require 
them  to  obtain  their  food  by  manual  labour,  it  may  succeed, 
and  answer  the  object  in  view;  but  for  those  persons  who,  by 
their  industry  and  muscular  exertions,  have  to  obtain  a liveli- 
hood, it  does  not  succeed. 

A man,  a few  years  since,  in  Guy’s  Hospital,  requested  me 
to  amputate  his  leg  a little  below  the  knee,  whose  foot  had 
previously  been  removed  a little  above  the  ankle.  As  the 
stump  was  quite  well,  and  the  man  appeared  in  health,  I 
really  did  not  think  him  serious  ; upon  finding,  however,  that 
he  was  so,  I persuaded  him  against  the  measure,  and  said  to 
him.  You  had  better 

“ Bear  those  ill  you  have. 

Than  fly  to  others  that  you  know  not  of.” 

As  he  persisted,  however,  in  requesting  the  operation  might 
be  performed,  his  wishes  were  at  length  gratified,  and  he 
had  the  satisfaction  of  shewing  to  his  friends  his  improved 
stump. 

When  the  flap  operation  is  to  be  performed,  it  should  be 
done,  as  1 before  stated  to  you,  two-thirds  of  the  leg  down- 
wards ; you  push  the  catling  through  the  integuments  and 
muscles  of  the  back  of  the  leg  at  this  part,  and  carry  your 
inci-sion  downwards  ; when  you  consider  the  knife  lias  passed 
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sufTicicntly  far,  you  are  to  make  it  cut  its  ^vay  out  immediately 
at  tlie  back  of  the  leg,  and  let  the  termination  of  the  flap  be 
of  a semilunar  shape  ; it  will  then  correspond  to  the  form  of 
the  wound,  to  which  it  will  afterwards  be  applied,  viz.,  the 
upper  part  of  the  stump.  A circular  incision  is  now  to  be  made 
over  the  leg,  so  as  to  meet  the  incisions  where  the  catling  first 
penetrated,  and  you  remove  the  limb  by  sawing  through  the 
bones. 

In  addition  to  the  objections  I have  already  mentioned, 
there  are  two  others  of  very  considerable  importance  : it  does 
not  heal  near  so  welt  as  the  eommon  amputation ; from  the 
constant  re-action  pf  the  muscles  of  the  calf,  the  flap  becomes 
drawn  from  the  surface  of  the  bone,  which  exposes  it,  and 
the  stump  usually  ulcerates  most  c.xtcnsively.  We  have  never 
seen,  in  our  hospitals,  that  this  operation  has  succeeded  so 
well  as  the  one  1 shall  presently  mention  to  you,  and,  con- 
sequently, it  has  been  abandoned.  There  is  another  objection 
that  1 will  mention  to  you  against  its  performance,  which  is, 
that  if  hemorrhage  should  occur  when  the  ligatures  come 
/ away,  it  will  be  almost  impossible  to  get  at  the  vessels  so  as 
to  secure  them ; and  this  arises  from  their  becoming  so  deeply 
imbedded  in  the  soft  parts.  Altogether,  tlierefore,  it  is  an 
operation  which  it  will  be  prudent  in  you  to  avoid  per- 
forming. 

Now,  gentlemen,  of 

AiUnUTATION  OF  THE  LeG  BELOW  THE  Iv^’EE, 

First  let  me  mention  a few  rules  for  your  guidance  when 
you  perform  this  operation.  In  amputations  below  the  knee, 
if  its  condition  will  allow  of  it,  the  bone  should  be  sawed 
through  foui;  inches  below  the  point  of  the  patella ; when  you 
cut  through  the  integuments,  your  incision  should  be  made 
with  a view  of  saving  two  inches  of  these  for  the  purpose  of 
covering  the  stump ; the  quantity,  however,  is  to  be  regulated 
according  to  the  size  of  the  limb  ; and  in  accidents  where  the 
parts  have  not  been  reduced  by  ])revious  disease,  four  inches 
frequently  will  not  be  found  too  large  a portion.  Your  prin- 
cipal object,  gentlemen,  should  be  to  save  integuments,  and  , 
not  muscle ; to  preserve  muscle  for  the  purpose  of  covering 
the  stump  in  these  amputations  is  an  exceedingly  false  and 
injurious  surgical  principle;  if  you  save  muscle  as  well  as  in- 
tegument, retraction  will  take  place,  and  the  stump,  conse- 
quently, will  not  heal  near  so  kindly  as  it  would  have  done 
provided  you  had  only  preserved  integument. 

Now,  gentlemen,  in  holding  the  amputating  knife,  do  not 
grasp  it  thus  with  the  entire  hand,  but  take  it  rather  between 
the  finger  and  thumb,  so  that  the  haft  may  freely  play  in  the 
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hollow  of  the  hand,  and  at  the  same  time  pass  between  the  fin- 
ger and  thumb  when  the  circular  incision  is  made;  by  adopt- 
ing this  method,  you  may  make  your  first  cut  in  an  easy  and 
free  manner,  and  obviate  that  stiffness  which  is  sometimes 
observable  even  iu  experienced  operators.  I now  hold  the 
knife  in  the  manner  described,  and  thus  divide  the  integu- 
ments ; they  have  two  places  of  adhesion,  viz.  over  the  tibia, 
and  over  the  fibula.  Having  separated  these  and  likewise  the 
connecting  cellular  membrane,  the  skin  is  now  loosened  to 
the  extent  of  two  inches,  which  quantity  will  be  quite  suffi- 
cient to  cover  the  stump.  In  amputating,  I generally  use  but 
one  knife,  so  that  I shall  divide  the  muscles,  interosseal  liga- 
ment, and  periosteum,  with  the  same  instrument ; I therefore 
commonly  use,  in  amputating  the  leg  or  arm,  the  catling  only. 
Take  care  to  divide  the  muscles  extremely  well,  so  as  to  prevent 
any  of  the  fibres  being  torn  by  the  teeth  of  the  saw  ; for  they  not 
only  impede  the  action  of  the  saw,  but  render  the  operation 
painful  and  clumsy.  Much  is  said  about  tl)e  attention  and  abi- 
lity of  your  assistant  while  amputating,  and  that  it  depends 
upon  him  whether  the  bone  be  splintered  or  not  at  the  time  it 
is  sawn  through,  and  likewise  the  hitching  of  the  saw  is  attri- 
buted to  his  awkwardness.  Now,  the  fact  is,  so  much  does 
not  depend  upon  the  assistant  as  has  been  asserted  ; the  as- 
sistant should  merely  allow  the  limb  to  rest  upon  his  hand  ; 
he  should  neither  depress  nor  elevate,  hut  quietly  permit  the 
position  of  the  limb  to  be  regulated  by  the  operator,  and  care- 
fully keep  it  in  that  situation  ; the  hitching  of  the  saw  will 
then  be  prevented,  and  the  operator  himself  may  avoid  splin- 
tering the  bone  by  causing  the  oscillations  of  the  saw  to  be 
short  at  the  moment  when  the  bone  is  nearly  cut  through. 
The  vessels  to  be  secured  in  this  operation  are  the  anterior 
and  posterior  tibial  arteries,  and  sometimes  the  anterior  and 
posterior  interosseal ; in  tying  the  posterior  tibial  artery,  take 
care  not  to  include  in  the  ligature  the  nerve  which  accompanies 
it.  After  having  applied  your  ligatures,  eut  off  one  end  of  each, 
and  let  the  remaining  ends  hang  out  together  at  the  bottom 
of  the  stump  ; straps  of  adhesive  plaster  are  then  to  be  ap- 
plied over  the  integuments,  some  longitudinally,  and  others 
perpendicularly,  for  the  purpose  of  making  it  circular.  These 
longitudinal  and  perpendicular  straps  should  be  secured  in 
their  situation  by  a strap  applied  over  them,  and  around  the 
limb,  so  as  to  retain  the  first  straps  that  were  applied  in  their 
proper  .«ituation.  The  cooler  the  stump  is  kept  after  the  ope- 
ration the  better  ; there  will  be  le.ss  danger  from  hemorrhage, 
and  less  chance  of  the  suppurative  inflammation  taking  place  ; 
the  adhesive  is  what  we  want,  and  this  you  will  be  most  likely 
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to  obtain  by  keeping  the  stump  in  as  cool  a state  as  possible  ; 
no  rollers  are  applied  to  stumps  by  surgeons  of  the  present  day, 
no  tow,  no  flannel  caps,  as  there  were  formerly. 

Now,  as  to  the  time  for  removing  the  dressings  : On  the 
si.KtIi  day  you  may  take  away  one  strap,  for  the  purpose  of 
petmitiing  any  pus  that  may  have  collected  to  escape  ; and  on 
the  eiehtli  day  you  may  remove  the  whole  of  the  straps,  sub- 
stituting for  each,  as  soon  as  taken  olf,  a fresh  strap  of  the 
same  kind  of  plaster:  it  would  be  the  height  of  impropriety 
to  take  off  at  the  same  time  the  whole  of  the  plaster  at  so 
early  a period,  as  it  would  probably  destroy  the  whole  of  the 
adhesions  which  had  formed  ; therefore,  on  the  eighth  day, 
when  you  remove  each  strap  of  plaster,  put  another  in  its 
place  before  you  take  off  a second. 

Of  Amputation  of  the  Thigh. 

To  amputate  above  the  knee  requires  but  little  art  or  anato- 
mical knowledge  ; some  degree  of  skill,  however,  must  be 
practised  in  the  ojieration,  if  the  surgeon  wishes  to  have  a 
good  stHinp  after  it ; the  whole  art  of  the  operation  consists  in 
making  the  incisions  through  the  muscles  in  such  a manner 
as  to  prevent  the  stpinp  from  becoming  of  a conical  shape  at 
a subsequent  period.  It  is  not  always  desirable  to  perform 
this  operation  very  near  the  knee-joint ; in  fact,  in  many  in- 
stances it  is  a great  fault  to  do  so,  but  more  especially  when 
the  knee  is  affected  with  fungoid  or  scrofulous  disease;  and  I 
will  tell  you  why.  Under  the  tendon  of  the  rectus  muscle, 
for  an  inch  and  a half  at  least  above  the  patella,  are  situate  a 
quantity  of  bursae  mucosae,  and  if  these  be  cut  into  under  any 
circumstances,  when  amputating,  it  is  bad  enough,  because, 
generally,  most  extensive  suppuration  will  follow,  which  will 
protract  most  materially  the  healing  of  the  stump,  and  if  you 
operate  in  consequence  of  a fungoid  or  scrofulous  disease  of 
the  knee,  and  then  should  cut  into  bursae,  the  chances  are 
that  the  disease  would  again  return  in  that  part,  and  render 
another  operation  necessary.  In  the  operation  above  the 
knee,  be  careful  not  to  make  your  circular  incision  through 
the  integuments  lower  than  an  inch  and  a half  above  the  pa- 
tella. 

Well, -gentlemen,  after  having  made  the  incision  through 
the  integuments,  and  dissected  them  back  as  far  as  may  be 
thought  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  covering  the  stump,  you 
are  then  to  cut  through  the  superficial  set  of  muscles.  In  di- 
viding these  muscles  is  the  grand  circumstance  to  be  attended 
to  in  this  operation  ; and  which  circumstance  is  to  divide  the 
muscles  imn>ediately  surrounding  the  bone  at  least  two  inches 
higher  up  than  the  spot  at  which  you  commenced  your  inci- 
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sion  through  the  superficial  set  of  muscles;  this  will  prevent 
the  formation  of  a conical  stump.  The  reason  is  obvious ; 
the  external  muscles  being  cut  longer  than  the  deep-seated, 
an  allowance  is  made  for  their  retracting ; when,  therefore, 
they  are  drawn  up  to  their  fullest  extent,  they  are  then  of  the 
same  length  as  the  deep-seated  muscles,  thus  the  end  of  the 
bone,  and  consequently  the  entire  stump,  will  present  to  you  a 
flat  surface.  Vou  will  probably  ask,  why  do  not  the  deep- 
seated  muscles  retract  too  ? The  answer  is,  they  cannot, 
from  their  intimate  connexion  with,  and  attachment  to  the 
bone.  The  principle  in  this  operation  is  to  have  the  muscles 
the  same  length  as  the  bone,  without  the  necessity  of  applying 
a bandage. 

In  dressing  this  stump  it  is  generally  advisable  to  apply  a 
roller  next  to  the  skin,  in  consequence  of  the  spaces  which 
exist  between  the  muscles  at  the  end  of  the  stump  ; the  liga- 
ments are  then  to  he  placed  at  the  most  depending  part,  and 
straps  of  adhesive  plaster  put  on  in  the  same  manner  as  for 
amputation  below  the  knee. 

In  this  operation  it  is  generally  necessary  to  tie  three  arte- 
ries— the  femoral,  the  profunda,  and  that  branch  which  usually 
runs  either  in  or  by  the  sciatic  nerve,  for  the  purpose  of  se- 
curing it ; and  the  application  of  a ligature  here  requires  con- 
siderable care,  for  the  want  of  which  I have  in  two  instances 
known  a ligature  to  have  been  put  upon  the  sciatic  nerve  itself. 
In  the  first  case  it  was  not  attended  by  any  evil  consequences; 
but,  in  the  second,  violent  spasms  came  on  in  the  part ; they 
were  afterwards  diffused  throughout  the  body,  and  ultimately 
proved  destructive  to  life. 

It  should  be  equally  your  object  to  heal  this  stump  by  the 
adhesive  process,  as  much  as  that  of  the  leg ; but  in  applying 
the  strap  of  adhesive  plaster,  remember  that  if  matter  should 
form  it  will  gravitate,  and  at  the  lowest  part  of  the  stump, 
where  the  ligatures  are  hanging,  you  should  leave  a small 
aperture  to  permit  its  escape. 

[The  learned  lecturer  performed  each  operation  upon  the 
dead  subject  in  the  different  modes  described  in  the  course  of 
the  lecture.] 


LECTURE  L. 

A.mputation  of  tiif.  Hand  at  the  WitiST  Joint. 
This  operation  is  not  unfrequently  required,  in  consequence, 
of  extensive  laceration  of  the  metacarpus.  Before  shewing 
you  this  operation,  however,  let  me  observe,  that  if  any  one.  of 
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the  fingers  or  the  thumb  remain,  it  is  better  not  to  amputate 
the  hand,  as  a single  finger  is  often  exceedingly  useful  after 
injuries  of  this  kind.  A boy  in  the  other  hospital  recently 
lost  his  thumb  and  three  of  his  fingers  by  an  accident,  but  the 
fore  finger  remained  uninjured  : 1 amputated  the  other  jiart  of 
the  hand,  leaving  the  fore  finger,  and  you  would  scarcely  be- 
lieve how  useful  he  found  this  finger.  It  is  a curious  circum- 
stance that  it  increased  to  a size  very  considerably  larger  than 
that  which  the  finger  of  a boy  usually  acquires  ; you  will  see, 
from  the  cast  which  has  been  taken  of  it,  that  it  is  quite  as 
large  as  an  adult’s.  He  used  this  remaining  finger  in  grasping 
and  lifting  bodies  with  singular  dexterity.  If  the  second  and 
third  fingers  be  injured,  their  removal  will  leave  the  patient  a 
portion  of  the  hand  almost  as  useful  as  before.  I was  called 
to  a man  at  Vauxhall,  who,  in  shooting,  had  a portion  of  the 
middle  and  ring  fingers  carried  away.  I took  out  both  the 
metacarpal  bones,  and  the  remaining  part  of  his  hand  was  e.x- 
treniely  useful  to  him.  Be  not  in  haste,  therefore,  in  sucli 
cases,  to  remove  the  whole  of  the  hand. 

In  performing  the  operation  at  the  wrist,  you  are  first  to 
feel  for  the  styloid  process  of  the  radius  ; it  is  better  to  make 
a semi-circular  incision  on  the  back  of  the  wrist,  and  a simi- 
lar incision  on  the  under  side,  so  as  to  reach  the  styloid  process 
of  the  radius,  instead  of  making  at  once  a circular  incision. 
(It  is  of  importance  that  sufficient  iuteguuKnts  should  be  left 
to  cover  the  joint  completely  ;)  then  depress  the  hand  a little, 
and  cut  through  the  transverse  ligament  of  the  wrist.  The 
operation  is  easily  performed,  and  leaves  a very  neat  stump. 
The  radial  and  ulnar  arteries  are  the  only  ones  which,  in 
general,  require  to  be  secured,  the  interrosseal  not  being  of 
sufficient  magnitude  to  require  securing.  In  tying  the  ulnar 
artery,  be  upon  your  guard  not  to  include  the  ulnar  nerve, 
which  is  close  to  its  side;  the  ulnar  artery  isclo.se  to  the 
flexor  carpi  ulnaris,  and  the  radial  at  the  oujter  side  of  the 
flexor  carpi  radialis. 

Amputation  of  the  Fore  Arm. 

The  amputation  of  the  fore  arm  a little  above  the  wrist  is  a 
very  dangerous  operation  ; I have  known  two  instances,  in 
which  the  fore  arm  was  amputated  three  or  four  inches  above 
the  wrist,  which  terminated  fatally.  The  objection  to  this 
operation  is,  that  you  divide  a great  number  of  tendons  situ- 
ated in  the  forearm,  which  suppurate  after  the  operation,  and 
form  extensive  abscesses,  which  burrow  along  tlie  arm  : ten- 
dons are  exceedingly  ai)t  to  slough  where  matter  has  been 
produced,  and  in  this  way  occasion  the  destruction  of  life. 
It  may  be  said,  that  we  also  cut  through  some  tendons  in  am- 


ON  THE  DIFFERENT  AMPUTATIONS.  415 


putating  at  tlie  wrist  joint ; tliis  is  true,  but  at  the  wrist  joint 
they  are  so  bound  down  by  ligaments  that  they  do  not  suppu- 
rate after  the  operation;  there  is  skin  enough  to  cover  the 
extremity  of  the  joint,  which  unites  by  the  adhesive  process. 
Such  is  the  result  of  experience  with  respect  to  amputation  in 
this  part ; if  you  are  asked  where  you  should  amputate,  you 
.should  answer  at  one-third  of  the  length  of  the  fore  arm  in 
tracing  it  downwards.  lu  amputating  the  fore  arm  you  may 
make  a double  flap  ; one  on  the  inside,  and  tlie  other  on  the 
outer  side  ; and  this  mode  of  operating  is  often  adopted.  In 
sawing  the  bones,  take  care  to  saw  both  at  the  same  time. 
A very  good  stump  is  left  in  this  operation  : four  arteries  re- 
quire to  be  secured,  the  radial,  the  ulnar,  and  the  anterior 
and  posterior  interosseal. 

The  amputation  of  the  upper  arm  is  similar  to  the  opera- 
tion of  amputation  above  the  knee  : in  the  latter,  however,  it 
is  necessary  to  make  three  incisions,  as  I explained  to  you  iu 
the  last  lecture  ; in  amputating  above  the  elbow  joint  two 
circular  incisions  will  be  sufllcient,  one  through  the  integu- 
ments, and  a second  through  the  muscles  down  to  the  bone  ; 
having  well  freed  the  bone  from  the  muscle,  you  will  pro- 
ceed to  divide  it  by  the  saw.  The  reason  for  this  difterence 
in  operating  is,  that  above  the  knee  you  require  a considerable 
portion  of  integument  to  cover  the  stump  ; in  the  upper  ex- 
tremity the  muscles  are  more  bound  down  to  the  bone.  In 
amputatinsr  above  the  elbow,  the  principal  artery  which  re- 
(juires  to  be  secured,  is  the  brachial ; in  securing  it,  take  care 
not  to  include  the  brachial  nerve. 

Amputation  at  the  Shoulder  Joint. 

The  araiiutatioii  at  the  axilla  is  a v'ery  simple  operation  : I 
may  add  too  that  it  is  safe,  for  I do  not  think  that  this  0[)cra- 
tion  adds  at  all  to  the  danger  of  the  patient,  when  compared 
with  the  amputation  of  the  iipjier  extremity  a little  above  the 
elbow.  After  amputation  at  the  axilla,  the  joint  heals  as  well 
and  as  quickly  as  after  amputation  at  the  middle  of  the  arm. 
The  readiness  with  which  it  heals  will  depend  upon  the  inte- 
guments being  sufficient  to  cover  the  whole  of  the  cartilaginous 
surface,  and  upon  the  constitution  of  the  patient.  If  the  con- 
.stitution  of  the  patient  be  not  good,  there  will  be  danger  of 
suppurativelnflainmation.  The  first  case  in  which  1 perform- 
ed amputation  of  the  shoulder  joint  was  that  of  a woman  in 
the  other  hospital,  for  exostosis  of  the  os  humeri.  'I’o  ascer- 
tain whether  the  swelling  was  of  an  ossific  character,  I made 
a small  incision  through  the  integuments,  put  down  a probe, 
and  felt  the  spiculm  of  the  bone  giving  way.  It  was  of  great 
importance  to  ascertain  that  the  disca.se  was  not  of  a scir- 
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rhous  or  fungoid  kind,  for  in  that  case  it  would  have  been  use- 
less to  amputate.  It  was  necessary  in  tliis  case  to  make  a 
double  flap,  by  taking  out  a portion  of  integument  from  the 
arm,  as  it  was  impossible  to  provide  a suflicient  covering  for 
the  glenoid  cavity  from  the  deltoid  muscle.  The  second  case 
in  which  I operated  at  the  shoulder  joint  was  a curious  and 
a novel  one.  It  was  that  of  a boy  residing  at  Worthing,  who 
fell  from  a horse,  and  received  a compound  fracture  at  the 
elbow  joint,  which  rendered  amputation  necessary.  It  was  an 
admirable  stump,^and  the  wound  healed  quickly.  In  a short 
time,  however,  th'e  boy  began  to  complain  of  a great  deal  of 
pain  at  the  extremity  of  the  stump;  a gradual  alteration  in 
its  form  took  place,  till  it  became  conical,  and  at  length  the 
bone  projected  through  it.  The  boy  was  brought  to  Guy’s 
Hospital,  and,  on  examination,  there  was  found,  at  the  extre- 
mity of  the  stump  a swelling  on  the  inner  side,  which  was  so 
excessively  tender  that  he  could  not  bear  the  slightest  pres- 
sure. 'I'lie  least  pressure  produced  the  most  violent  spasmo- 
dic affections  of  the  muscles  ; these  symptoms  increased,  the 
boy’s  general  health  gave  way,  and  it  became  necessary  to 
amputate  tlie  limb  at  the  shoulder  joint,  when  we  found  the 
nerves  forming  the  axillary  plexus  blended  together,  and 
forming  a large  substance  like  a common  ganglion.  This  had 
produced  the  tumour  on  the  inner  side  of  the  arm,  and  the 
spasmodic  affections  of  the  muscles.  Some  time  after  a boy 
came  into  the  other  hospital  who  had  had  his  limb  amputated 
below  the  knee.  The  operation  had  been  well  performed  by 
Sir  Charles  Blicke;  a good  stump  was  left,  and  the  boy  was 
discharged,  as  cured,  from  St.  Bartholomew’s  hospital.  With- 
in a few  months  he  came  back,  complaining  of  great  irritation 
at  the  extremity  of  the  stump,  which  had  become  conical ; the 
extremity  of  the  bone  was  sawed  off,  and  he  was  discharged  a 
second  time,  apparently  doing  well.  Soon  after,  however,  the 
bone  became  again  conical,  and  extremely  irritable  ; he  was 
brought  into  the  other  hospital,  vvhen  believing  that  there 
might  be  a swelling  at  the  extremity  of  the  popliteal  nerve, 
which  produced  effects  similar  to  those  in  the  former  case, 
1 made  an  incision  into  the  ham,  sawed  off  the  bone  at  the 
back  part  of  the  stump,  ami  removed  a portion  of  the  nerve, 
which  was  swollen  to  the  size  of  the  extremity  of  the  finger. 
Mr.  H.  Cline  has  since  removed  a similar  ganglions  sub- 
stance in  a ])erson  whose  stump  became  conical,  and  ex- 
tremely irritable.  In  all  such  cases  it  will  be  right  to  saw  ofl’ 
the  hone  so  as  to  lay  bare  the  extremity  of  the  nerve,  and  re- 
move that  portion  which  has  become  enlarged  ; above  the 
knee  the  sciatic  nerve  will  be  affected ; below  the  knee  the 
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posterior  tibial.  The  French,  in  performing  the  operation  of 
amputation  at  the  shoulder  joint,  make  a flap  before  and  be- 
hind the  joint ; we  do  not  do  this,  but  I do  not  mean  to  say- 
fhat  their  mode  is  not  quite  as  good  as  ours.  There  is  no  ne- 
cessity for  the  tourniquet  in  this  operation;  a finger  may  be 
put  on  the  artery  while  you  are  making  the  flap,  but  even  this- 
is  unnecessary,  for  all  that  is  required  is  to  divide  the  artery 
kisl,  and  put  your  finger  upon  it  at  the  moment  of  dividing  it. 
Place  the  patient  in  a chair  ; slit  up  the  deltoid  muscle,  and 
introducing  the  knife,  make  a flap  from  the  head  of  the  os  hu- 
meri ; it  is  better  not  to  make  the  other  incision  through  the 
integuments,  until  you  have  dislocated  the  head  of  the  hone 
from  the  socket.  The  next  thing  you  have  to  do  is  to  cut  into 
the  joint,  dividing  the  capsular  ligament ; the  head  of  the 
bone  is  easily  dislocated  from  the  socket.  Carry  the  knife  in 
a circular  direction,  and  put  your  finger  upon  the  artery  while 
you  are  turning  the  head  of  tlie  bone  from  the  socket.  The 
axillary  artery  is  the  only  one  which  requires  to  be  secured  ; 

I have  never  known  a patient  die  from  the  operation  of  am- 
putation at  the  shoulder  joint ; but  I have  heard  of  cases  in 
which  the  patient  has  died  from  hemorrhage  caused  by  slough- 
ing of  the  artery  some  days  after  the  amputation. 

Amputation  at  the  Hip  Joint. 

This  operation  has  been  several  times  performed,  and  in 
several  instances  with  success.  I recollect  the  time  when  this 
operation  was  a little  criticised  by  surgeons,  and  I remember 
the  following  story  being  told  of  Mr.  Bromlield,  who  per- 
formed it.  Mr.  Brom field  was  attending  a noblemaiT,  who- 
observed  his  bands  a little  bloody,  which  led  to  some  con- 
versation about  our  profession,  and  Mr.  Bromfield  sahl  he 
had  just  been  amputating  a man’s  thigh  at  the  hip  joint. — 
“ Good  God  1 Mr.  Bromfield  (exclaimed  the  nobleman),  how 
can  you  talk  of  such  horrible  things  Three  or  four  days 
after,  the  nobleman  inquired  about  the  patient  who  had  un- 
dergone this  operation,  and  Mr.  Bromfield  replied,  that  he 
had  lived  forty  hours  after  it.  “ And  was  that  all  (said  the 
nobleman),  after  putting  the  man  to  such  dreadful  agony  ?” 
The  amputation  at  the  hip-joint,  however,  gentlemen,  has 
so  often  been  performed  with  success,  that  it  may  now  be  con- 
sidered as  one  of  the  established  operations  of  surgery.  Mr. 
Brownley,  a military  surgeon,  fir.st  performed  it  during  the- 
late  war  : he  did  it  without  putting  any  ligature  on  the  artery 
ip  the  first  instance  ; it  was  oidy  compre.s.«ed.  .Mr.  Guthrie" 
.tlso  performed  this  operation  with  success  during  the  latc" 
war.  He  also  performed  the  amputation  through  the  trochau-' 
ter  major  without  securing  the  artery  in  the  first  instance  ^ U 
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compressed  the  artery  myself  in  that  case.  The  amputation 
at  the  hip-joint  has  been  performed  in  tlie  same  way  success- 
fully by  M.  Larry,  and  many  other  surgeons  ; but  notwith- 
standing the  great  respect  1 entertain  for  these  authorities,  I 
am  disposed  to  think  that  the  operation  cannot  be  safely  per- 
formed without  securing  the  artery  in  the  first  instance. 
When  you  do  not  secure  the  artery  in  the  first  instance, 
what  is  likely  to  happen  is  this  ; when  you  have  to  divide  the 
femoral  artery  as  near  to  Poupart’s  ligament  as  possible,  and 
put  a ligature  upoti  it,  the  man  becomes  so  faint  under  the 
operation  that  he  will  be  unable  to  support  it.  I have,  in 
such  a case,  been  obliged  to  suspend  it,  to  give  the  patient 
wine,  and  chat  with  him,  in  order  to  rouse  the  vigour  both  of 
his  body  and  mind.  'I'he  operation  will  certainly  be  most 
safely  performed  by  tying,  in  the  first  instance,  the  femoral 
artery,  under  Pou|)art’s  ligament,  above  the  origin  of  the  arte- 
ria  profunda.  A question  in  the  first  place  arises  whether  we 
should  perforin  the  operation  of  amputation  at  the  hip-joint, 
when  it  can  be  done  through  the  trochanter  major.  1 say,  no. 
Unless  the  disease  of  the  thigh-bone  extends  quite  up  to  the 
joint,  as  in  the  case  in  which  I recently  performed  the  opera- 
tion, it  is  undoubtedly  better  to  saw  through  the  trochanter 
major  than  to  cut  the  bone  from  the  acetabulum.  When  the 
acetabulum  is  laid  open,  great  constitutional  irritation  is  pro- 
duced by  the  sup|)urativc  process — abscess  after  abscess  arises, 
and  the  life  of  the  jiatient  is  put  into  imminent  danger. 
Though  this  operation  has  been  occasionally  performed  with 
success,  I feel  it  my  duty  to  impress  upon  your  minds  most 
strongly  the  danger  to  which  it  exposes  the  patient ; it  occa- 
sions the  most  violent  constitutional  irritation,  and  reduces 
him  to  the  lowest  possible  state,  so  that  he  cau  with  difficulty 
recover ; whereas,  the  operation  of  amputation  through  the 
trochanter  major  is  attended  with  very  little  risk.  After  the 
femoral  artery  is  tied,  there  is  no  difficulty  iu  the  future  steps 
of  the  operation  ; a doubt  may  arise  whether  the  femoral  ar- 
tery is  laid  bare  above  or  below  Poupart’s  ligament ; and  to 
ascertain  this,  slit  up  the  artery  a little,  to  see  whether  the 
orifice  of  the  profunda  is  above  or  below.  As  you  cannot  form 
a very  large  flap  on  the  outer  side,  the  principal  flap  must  be 
made  from  the  inner  side.  Pass  your  knife  above  the  tro- 
chanter major,  along  the  muscles  ; and,  having  made  your  two 
flaps,  the  next  point  is  to  dislocate  the  head  of  the  bone, 
which  snaps  as  soon  as  the  ligament  is  divided. 

The  French  operate  with  a very  long  knife,  nearly  as  long 
as  a sword  ; they  pass  it. down  directly  into  the  capsular  liga- 
ment, until  it  touches  the  head  of  the  bone,  carry  it  through 
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the  round  head  of  the  bone,  and,  cutting  through  the  muscles, 
along  the  trochanter  major,  bring  it  out  at  the  back  of  the 
thigh. 

[The  learned  professor  performed  the  ainputatiou  at  the 
hip-joint,  and  the  other  amputations  described  in  this  Lec- 
ture, on  the  dead  subject.] 


LECTURE  LI. 


In  adverting  to  the  subject  of  complaints  in  the  anus,  I have 
already  mentioned  fistula  in  ano  ; I shall,  in  this  evening’s 
lecture  proceed  to  the  subject  of 

Piles. 

Piles,  which  are  complaints  of  vtry  common  occurrence, 
we,  in  the  first  instances,  an  enlargement  of  the  hemorrhoidal 
veins  ; they  are  either  external  or  internal,  and  the  treatment 
will  be  somewhat  dilferent,  according  to  the  situation  of  the 
disease. 

When  a person  applies  to  you  with  external  piles,  he  com- 
plains of  pain  in  passing  his  motions,  and  tenesmus  after  the 
discharge.  On  examination  of  the  anus,  you  discover  a pro- 
jection of  a livid  appearance,  which,  in  two  or  three  days, 
becomes  so  solid  as  not  to  yield  to  pressure.  The  blood  is 
coagulated  in  the  hemorrhoidal  veins  ; after  a time,  the  veins 
become  inflamed,  the  patient  feels  uneasiness  in  going  to 
stool,  and  observes  that  his  fmces  are  tinged  with  blood.  In 
a short  time  the  pressure  of  the  faeces  on  the  internal  part 
of  the  rectum  brings  down  the  pile,  so  that  it  becomes  exter- 
nal. The  gut  is  brought  down  in  this  way  every  time  the  pa- 
tient has  a motion,  and  he  is  under  the  necessity  of  pressing 
upon  the  part  for  some  time,  in  order  to  return  the  rectum 
into  its  original  situation.  This  is  a great  tax  on  his  time,  as 
well  as  a cause  of  considerable  suffering  ; the  bleeding  is  at 
this  time  very  considerable,  and  the  discharge  is  attended  with 
great  irritability  of  the  rectum. 

At  length  inflammation  takes  place,  which  adds  greatly  to 
the  patient’s  suffering,  and  he  is  often  unable  to  return  the 
rectum  when  it  has  descended.  A person  is  thus  exposed  to 
considerable  inconvenience  and  suffering  from  this  complaint, 
and  he  is  very  anxious,  after  a time,  to  have  it  removed. 

Prolapsus  ani  is  to  be  considered  as  the  effect  of  internal 
piles.  I knew  a jierson,  who  held  a situation  which  required 
his  attendance  in  the  early  part  of  the  day,  who  was  under  the 
necessity  of  rising  at  a very  early  hour,  in  order  that  he 
might  have  his  evacuation,  and  have  sufficient  time  to  return 
the  rectum.  A piece  of  lint,  dipped  in  oil,  should  be  applied, 
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when  a considerable  bleeding  takes  place  from  the  pile  or- 
piles.  'I'heie  is  sometimes  a discharge  of  matter,  and  now 
and  then  the  piles  become  ulcerated. 

With  respect  to  the  causes  of  this  coui|ilaint,  it  sometimes 
arises  from  costivencss,  and  the  pressure  of  hardened  fa-ces  on 
the  rectum  ; and  is  very  often  a consetiuence  of  long  conti- 
nued diarrhoea:  so  that,  opposite  causes  occasionally  pioducc 
the  same  effect.  It  very  often  arises  from  disease  of  the  liver, 
and  congestion  of  the  veins  in  the  intestinal  canal,  'riic  diffi- 
culty of  transmitting  the  blood  through  the  vena  portaj  occa- 
•sioiis  a congestion  in  the  hemorrhoidal  veins ; and  obstructed 
secretions  in  the  intestinal  canal  lead  to  tlie  same  effect.  It  is- 
a very  common  eor.setiuence  of  phthisis  pnlmonalis  ; the  sub- 
jects of  that  disease  are  very  commonly,  sooner  or  later,  the 
subjects  of  internal  piles,  with  prolapsus  ani.  When  piles 
have  existed  for  a considerable  length  of  time,  excrescences- 
are  produced,  in  consequence  of  inflammation. 

Tliere  are  three  dilferent  states  of  the  rectum  niider  this 
disease  ; first,  as  it  is  affected  by  external  piles;  secondly,  by 
internal  i)iles,  accompanied  by  prolajjsus  ani  ; and,  thirdly,  by 
excrescences,  which  are  the  remnants  of  the  piles,  and  which 
possess  a high  degree  of  vascularity.  The  mode  in  wliicli 
tliese  excrescences  are  produced  is  as  follow  ; — 'Hie  inflamma- 
tion of  the  pile  glues  the  sides  of  the  veins  together  - — adhesive 
matter  is  poured  out,  which  becomes  organised,  and  a hard 
swelling,  in  which  there  is  a number  of  vessels,  is  produced. 
These  excrescences  project  from  the  surface  a little  way  up 
the  anus,  which  is  chafed  and  rendered  extremely  irritable 
from  this  cause.  Here  are  preparations  in  which  you  will 
have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  them  hanging  in  festoons  several 
inches  from  the  extremity  of  the  anus. 

Witli  i-es|)eet  to  tlie  treatment  of  this  disease,  if  you  are  con- 
sulted for  external  piles,  and  find  a little  livid  projection  at 
tlie  anus,  vvliiclt  has  existed  only  for  a sliort  time,  and  yields 
readily  to  i)ressnre  ; yon  should  give  some  active  aperient, 
avoiding  carefully,  however,  any  purgative  whicli  has  a parti- 
cular influence  on  tlie  rectum,  as,  for  example,  aloes.  Yon 
should  give  castor  oil,  orsnlfdiate  of  magnesia,  witli  infusion 
of  senna,  so  as  to  produce  a copious  secretion  from  tlie  in- 
testines. Saline  purges  produce  tlie  greatest  effect  when  you 
wish  for  a considerable  secretion  from  the  intestines;  where 
you  wish  lor  a secretion- of  bile  from  tlie  liver,  give  tlie  snb- 
uiuriate  of  mercury,  or  the  bine  pill,  with  saline  purgatives, 
in  this  way  you  relieve  the  veins  of  tlie  intestinal  tube,  and  re- 
move congestion.  In  addition  to  tliis  you  will  apply  leeclies 
to  tlic  swollen  part;  the  best  local  application  is  the  rupioa. 
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^ilnmlii  subacetatis  dilutiis.  In  this  way  you  will  generally 
■succeed  in  getting  rid  ot  the.  disease  in  tliis  stage.  If  the  pile 
lias  continued  till  it  has  become  solid,  you  will  then  pursue  a 
different  plan.  Put  the  point  of  your  lancet  into  the  pile,  just 
puncturing  the  part,  and  squeezing  it  between  your  fingers, 
you  will  press  out  a clot  of  coagulated  blood.  When  the  jiile 
•has  become  diiniuished,  and  the  vein  ceases  to  be  swollen, 
the  liquor  plumbi  subacetatis  dilutns,  with  a purgative,  will 
"get  rid  of  the  disease.  So  much  for  the  treatment  of  external 
piles  in  their  commencement ; the  treatment  of  internal  piles 
is  more  difficult. 

0\  THE  Treatment  ok  Internal  Piles. 

It  requires  a great  deal  of  experience  in  many  cases  to  en- 
able a surgeon  to  make  up  his  mind  as  to  the  best  treatment 
of  particular  diseases,  and  I will  state  to  you  the  result  of  my 
experience  on  this  subject.  1 am  going  to  make  some  con- 
fessions, but  I have  not  the  slightest  objection  that  they  should 
be  made  known  to  the  world,  because  they  may  prove  useful 
to  others. 

luternal  piles  commence  by  a sense  of  weiglit  and  pain  in 
the  sacrum  ; you  are  seldom  consulted,  however,  until  the 
disease  shows  itself  by  luolapsus  ani.  Asa  prolapsus  ani  is 
entirely  the  effect  of  the  piles,  this  effect  will  scarcely  cease, 
unless  the  causes  of  it  are  removed.  You  may  diminish  it  in 
.some  measure  by  astringent  applications,  and  it  is  right  to  try 
to  do  so,  but  you  will  seldom  ultimately  succeed.  Willi  this 
view,  when  the  part  has  descended,  you  may  use  a decoction 
of  oak  bark  and  alum,  injecting  into  the  rectum  (with  a com- 
mon gonorrhoea  syringe), two  grains,  which  may  be  increased 
to  four  grains,  of  alum  in  an  ounce 'Of  the  decoction  of  the  oak 
bark.  Hut  this  treatment  will  seldom  avail  when  the  disease 
has  advanced  to  any  considerable  extent ; the  only  way  of  ef- 
fecting a cure,  in  such  cases,  will  he  to  remove  the  piles  ; and 
tlie  (piestiou  tlien  arises,  how  they  may  be  best  removed,  a 
question  which  exiierience  can  alone  solve.  1 used  to  think 
the  removal  of  the  piles  by  excision  the  best  mode,  because  I 
found  the  pain  produced  by  it  very  trifling,  as  compared  with 
the  ligature,  and  the  prolapsus  very  easily  cured  in  this  way. 

1 remember  a case  of  a major  in  the  army,  who  had  prolap- 
sus from  internal  piles,  and  who  suffered  .so  much  when  the 
[lile.s  were  tied,  that  he  could  not  submit  to  this  operation; 
but  upon  cutting  them  off  with  a pair  of  scissors,  the  pain  was 
so  trifling,  that  he  thought  nothing  of  it. 

If  I had  never  met  with  any  adverse  circumstances,  I should 
still  recommend  the  removal  by  excision  ; but  I must  now 
ifatdte  the  reverses  which  have  occurred  to  me  in  this  mode  of 
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pi-acticc ; these  reverses  I feel  it  my  duty  most  candidly  and 
openly  to  declare  to  you.  A gentleman  from  the  East  Indies 
placed  himself  under  my  care  with  iutcrnal  piles,  which  I re- 
moved with  tlie  scissors.  A very  few  days  after  he  complained 
of  paiu  by  the  side  of  the  rectum ; an  abscess  formed  under 
the  gluteus  muscle,  which  discharged  abundantly  ; his  consti- 
tution was  already  broken,  and  he  died  in  consequence  of  the 
discharge.  Considering  this  to  be  merely  a case  of  bad  con- 
stitution, which  might  not  apply  to  any  considerable  number 
of  cases,  I did  not  give  up  a practice  which  I had  hitherto 
found  successful,  in  consequence  of  a circumstance  which  1 
regarded  as  accidental. 

Five  years  ago  a nobleman  applied  to  me  with  internal  piles. 
1 was  upon  my  guard  in  this  case,  and  said  I did  not  like  to 
remove  the  piles  without  a consultation.  A consultation  was 
held,  and  the  removal  by  excision  was  agreed  to  ; I accord- 
ingly removed  them,  and  he  was  well  in  a very  few  days.  Two 
years  after,  he  sent  for  me  again,  and  said  that  he  had  some 
more  of  these  piles  with  prolapsus  ani,and  that  he  wished  me 
to  cut  them  off  again ; I did  so,  and  as  I advised  the  recumbent 
posture  he  went  immediately  to  bed.  As  I was  anxious  about 
this  patient,  I did  not  immediately  quit  the  room,  but  stood 
chatting  with  him  for  a short  time,  when  he  said,  I believe 
you  must  quit  the  room,  for  I must  have  a motion.  J w'ent 
out  of  the  room,  and  upon  returning  shortly  after  1 found  him 
trying  to  get  into  bed,  and  upon  looking  in  the  vessel  I per- 
ceived a considerable  quantity  of  blood  in  it.  In  a few  mi- 
nutes after,  he  said  he  must  have  another  motion,  got  out  of 
bed,  and  again  discharged  a considerable  quantity  of  blood. 
This  he  did  four  different  times  ; one  of  the  hemorrhoidal 
arteries  in  the  centre  of  one  of  the  piles  which  had  been  re- 
moved, was  divided,  and  as  I was  determined  he  should  not 
die  of  hemorrhage,  I said  I must  secure  the  vessel  which  bled, 
and  with  a si)eculum  ani  I opened  the  rectum  sufficiently  to 
see  the  blood  vessel,  took  it  up  with  a tenaculum,  and  put  a 
ligature  round  it.  On  the  follqwiug  day  I found  the  patient, 
who  was  much  advanced  in  years,  extremely  weak  ; he  had 
had  a severe  rigor,  he  grew  gradually  worse,  and  in  four  days 
after  he  died.  On  examination  of  the  body  there  appeared  to 
be  some  slight  disease  of  the  intestines,  but  not  sufficient  to 
account  for  death  ; he  was  seventy-four  years  of  age.  A per- 
son from  Jersey  or  Guernsey  was  attended  by  Mr. for 

pdes ; Mr. removed  them  with  a pair  of  scissors,  but  did 

not  see  him  on  the  following  day.  I was  informed  that  he  was 
exceedingly  ill,  and  the  next  morning  when  I went  to  see  him, 
he  told  me,  as  well  as  he  could,  that  he  was  almost  dead  i and 
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that  he  had  an  evacuation  of  such  a quantity  of  blood  as 
could  scarcely  be  believed ; on  the  following  morning  he  died. 
The  last  case  with  which  1 shall  terminate  this  sad  catalogue, 
is  that  of  the  wife  of  a medical  man  in  the  country,  who  came 
to  London  with  three  piles.  They  were  accompanied  with 
some  irritation,  and  I only  removed  one  of  them.  'I'here  was 
no  hemorrhage,  but  three  days  after  she  complained  of  a good 
deal  of  tenderness  in  the  abdomen,  and  I was  quite  sure  there 
was  peritoneal  inflammation.  Tlie  symptoms  increased,  and 
on  that  day  week  she  died.  On  examination  I found  the 
peritoneum  much  inflamed  ; she  had  the  appearance  of  one 
who  had  died  of  puerperal  fever.  I have  felt  it  my  duty  to 
state  to  you  the  consequences  of  performing  the  operation  of 
excision  for  internal  piles,  in  order  to  impress  on  your  minds 
that  it  is  safer  to  treat  such  cases  by  a ligature  than  by  exci- 
sion. The  application  of  a ligature,  however,  is  exceedingly 
painful,  if  it  be  drawn  tightly;  it  should  only  be  applied  so 
as  to  interrupt  the  circulation,  and  destroy  the  life  of  the  part, 
without  exciting  much  pain.  Leave  the  ligature  on  the  part, 
but  if  the  pile  be  of  considerable  size ; as  the  ligature  is  apt  to 
slip,  more  especially  if  the  peduncle  be  large,  a straight  needle, 
threaded  with  a double  ligature,  should  be  passed  tlirough  the 
centre  of  the  pile,  and  tied  on  each  side.  This  will  excite 
little  pain  and  prevent  the  ligature  from  slipping  off ; the  time 
in  which  the  ligature  comes  away  is  from  five  to  six  days.  A 
patient  will  come  to  the  hospital,  have  the  ligature  applied, 
and  walk  away  after  it  is  done ; it  is  most  prudent,  however, 
to  remain  for  some  time  in  the  recumbent  posture  after  the 
operation.  This  very  morning  a gentleman  had  the  ligature 
applied,  and  thought  so  little  of  the  operation  that  he  would 
not  go  home  to  lie  on  his  sofa,  as  1 advised  him.  It  must  not 
be  concealed  that  even  the  application  of  a ligature  has  been 
known  to  destroy  life.  Mr,  Cruikshauks  applied  a ligature  to 
an  elderly  gentleman  from  the  country ; the  ligature  produced 
gangrene,  which  extended  beyond  it  into  the  rectum  and  of 
this  gangrene  the  patient  died.  Even  this  simple  operation  is 
not  unattended  with  danger,  if  the  patient  neglects  himself. 
He  should  keep  the  recumbent  posture,  and  remain  as  quiet 
as  possible,  so  that  the  circulation  may  not  be  hurried.  Both 
exci-sion  and  the  ligature,  therefore,  will  occasionally  destroy 
life  : but  I am  quite  satisfied  from  experience,  that  upon  the 
whole,  the  ligature  is  most  .safe.  This  is  the  advantage,  gen- 
tlemen, of  having  lived  beyond  the  middle  period  of  life.  A 
young  man  may  have  been  in  the  habit  of  removing  piles  by 
excision ; he  may  do  this  twenty  times  with  success,  and  con- 
sequently believe  that  the  operation  is  perfectly  safe.  At  length 
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iiid  meets  with  disappointments  similar  to  those  of  wliirh  I 
have  enumerated  four  instances : lie  will  then  retrace  his  steps, 
and  consider  whether  he  has  been  pursuing  a right  system— 
whether,  upon  the  whole,  some  other  plan  may  not  be  jire- 
ferable,  and  his  experience  will  teach  him  that  the  ligature  is 
decidedly  the  safer  operation.  But  there  are  other  circum- 
stances to  be  attended  to  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease  ; 
internal  piles  are  accomiianied  with  a high  degree  of  fever  ; 
they  are  covered  with  adhesive  matter  surrounding  the  rectum, 
and  the  sphincter  iini  is  affected  with  spasmodic  symptoms. 
Ought  you,  under  such  circumstances,  to  purge  the  patient 
very  freely  ? Certainly  not.  Apjily  leeches,  fomentations,  and 
jioultices  to  the  part,  and  take  blood  from  the  arm  ; for  ex- 
citing the  intestines  to  action  adds  so  much  to  the  irritation, 
that  if  you  venture  to  purge  the  patient  once,  he  will  not  be 
able  to  bear  it  a second  time.  You  must  endeavour  to  allay 
the  irritation  by  local  and  general  treatment ; if  the  inflam- 
mation continues  for  a considerable  time,  you  must  give  an 
aperient  once  in  three  or  four  days,  but  it  must  not  be  oftener 
repeated.  Sometimes  internal  piles  undergo  a natural  cure. 
A celebrated  literary  character,  to  whose  case  1 before  alluded, 
who  vvas  under  the  necessity  of  rising  at  an  early  hour  in  the 
morning  to  perform  his  evacuation,  became,  at  an  advanced 
age,  the  subject  of  inflammation  of  the  rectum.  The  result 
was  a loss  of  power  in  the  part ; he  was  for  a week  in  the 
greatest  possible  danger,  but  at  the  end  of  that  time  the  jjiles 
separated  by  sloughing,  and  he  got  entirely  rid  of  the  disease. 
Nature  teaches  us  the  mode  in  which  we  should  proceed  in 
cases  of  excrescences,  which,  as  they  merely  form  portions  of 
l)rojectiug  skin,  may  be  removed  without  the  least  hazard. 
VVheu  you  see  at  the  anus  portions  of  skin,  which  are  the 
remnants  of  jiiles,  exceedingly  vascular  and  irritable,  they  may 
be  removed  by  excision.  I remember  Dr.  Fox  had  a patient 
who  suffered  exceedingly  from  this  cause  ; the  part  was  ex- 
coriated ; he  had  constant  tenesmus,  and  he  had  taken  a great 
quantity  of  medicine  without  benefit.  1 snipped  off  the  ex- 
crescences with  a pair  of  scissors,  and  the  patient  was  imme- 
diately relieved.  As  the  prolapsus  remains  for  some  time  after 
the  removal  of  the  piles,  the  best  treatment  is  to  inject  astrin- 
gent lotions  of  the  intestine,  and  to  apply  the  unguentum 
gallae  to  the  part.  If  the  prolapsus  is  obstinate,  you  may  make 
a little  incision  by  the  side  of  the  sphincter  ani,  with  a view 
of  producing  the  adhesive  inflammation,  so  as  to  glue  the  rec- 
tum to  the  cellular  ti.ssue  surrounding  it.  'I'his  cannot,  how- 
-ever,  be  done  without  danger  in  .certain  constitutions. 
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Of  Polypi  of  the  Rectum. 

Before  I quit  this  subject  I slionlcl  observe  tliat  polypi  some- 
times spring  from  tlie  rectum.  Most  mucous  surfaces  pro- 
duce polypi,  and  tlie  rectum  among  others.  There  is  a pre- 
paration on  the  table  exliibiting  a polypus  in  the  rectum  ; 
<here  is  one  in  the  college,  exhibiting  a polypus  in  the  internal 
surface  of  the  bladder.  'I'hese  appearances  may  excite  your 
surprise  when  you  meet  with  them,  and  1 think  it  right,  there- 
fore, to  describe  them  to  you.  They  generally  occur  in  chil- 
dren, and  very  rarely  in  adults.  The  most  advanced  age  in 
which  I have  met  with  them  is  twenty-two.  'Hie  child,  whose 
case  I described  to  you,  who  sat  upon  a needle  which  entered 
the  bladder,  and  formed  the  nucleus  of  stone,  had  a polypus 
which  extended  for  a considerable  length  up  the  rectum,  its 
mother  found  something  red  descending,  which  proved  to 
be  a polypus,  reaching  three  inches  in  length  up  the  bowel.  It 
was  extremely  vascular,  of  the  same  size  throughout,  and  of  a 
florid  red  colour,  liaving  nothing  of  the  character  of  a |)ile.  1 
found  it  hanging  down  from  the  centre  of  the  anus,  and  on 
taking  hold  of  it  1 drew  down  the  rectum  by  it.  'J'his  was  the 
first  ca.se  of  the  kind  1 had  seen  ; 1 had  never  before  heard  of 
the  disease.  The  child  was  brought  to  my  house,  and  on 
drawing  down  the  rectum,  1 removed  the  polypus  with  a pair 
of  scissors.  WTiile  I was  at  lecture,  a person  came  from  an  inn 
in  the  Borough,  where  the  parents  of  the  child  were  staying, 
and  told  me  that  the  child  was  bleeding  very  much.  I re- 
quested Mr.  H.  Cline  to  go  to  the  inn,  who  found  that  the 
bleeding  was  inconsiderable,  and  the  child  did  extremely  well. 
The  way  in  which  I have  since  removed  polypi  has  been  by 
drawing  them  down  so  as  to  bring  into  view  the  part  of  the 
rectum  from  which  they  spring,  and,  when  this  part  is  brought 
into  view,  to  put  a ligature  round  them,  and  remove  the  part 
below  the  ligature  with  a pair  of  scissors.  I have  seen  in  the 
cour.se  of  my  life  ten  cases  of  this  kind,  most  of  which  occurred 
in  infancy;  two  of  them  occurred  at  the  age  of  imberty.  I 
shall  proceed  with  the  subject  of.polypi  in  the  ensuing  lecture. 


LECTURE  Lll. 


'J'hf.  first  subject  for  our  consideration  this  evening  will  he 
Polypi  of  the  Nose. 

There  are  four  different  species  of  nasal  polypi,  the  first  and 
most  common  of  which  is  the 

Gelatinous  Polypus. 

Polypi  of  this  description  grow  from  a narrow  peduncle, 
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are  composed  of  a very  soft  substance,  resembling  jelly,  (hence 
their  name),  and  are  very  slightly  vascular  ; the  second  kind 
is  the 

Hydatid  Polypi. 

These,  are  formed  by  a collection  of  hydatids,  and  have  the 
appearance  of  bags  or  bladders  of  water  ; with  these  there  is 
generally  a copious  serous  discharge  ; the  third  are  the 
Caucinomatous  Polypi. 

These  have  similar  symptoms  and  appearances  to  scirrhous 
tumours  in  other,  parts  of  the  body,  are  painful  at  intervals, 
ulcerate,  and,  duriug  this  stage,  occasionally  bleed;  the  fourth 
and  la.st  kind  is  the 

Fungoid  Polypus. 

These  are  the  four  different  species  of  polypi  of  the  nose. 
Now,  gentlemen,  I shall  first  describe  to  you  the 
Gelatinous  Polypus. 

It  is  yellow  and  semi-transparent,  very  thinly  streamed  with 
vessels  which  are  never  sufficient  to  give  it  a red  appearance. 
It  hangs  from  the  schneidereaii  membrane  by  a small  peduncle, 
therefore  loose  in  the  nose,  and  if  you  stand  opposite  the 
patient,  and  he  draws  in  and  forces  out  his  breath  through  the 
nostrils,  you  will  then  he  enabled  to  see  it  advance,  and  again 
retreat  to  the  posterior  nares.  The  large  size  of  the  polypus, 
however,  will  often  prevent  this  free  motion.  It  generally  has 
its  origin  in  the  middle  chamber  of  the  no.se,  between  the  su- 
perior and  inferior  turbinated  bones.  Here  is  a preparation 
(showing  it  to  the  class)  in  which  you  see  it  growing  from  the 
side  of  the  antrum. 

Polypi  of  the  nose  of  this  description  often  acquire  a very 
considerable  magnitude.  When  this  is  the  case  they  extend 
into  the  posterior  nares,  and  often  hang  over  the  edge  of  the 
velum  pendulum  palati,  so  that  you  can  frequently  see  them 
at  the  back  of  the  mouth  ; and,  if  they  are  not  quite  so  large 
as  to  allow  of  this,  they  may  be  distinctly  felt  on  passing  back 
the  finger.  Two  of  the  largest  of  this  kind  of  polypi  that  I 
ever  saw  were  from  Sudbury,  in  Suffolk.  Here  is  one  of  them  . 
it  is^  of  a size  which  rendered  its  removal  by  the  forceps  im- 
possible ; here  is  another  preparation  in  which  you  see  it 
extends  through  the  velum,  and  here  are  others  of  a smaller 
size  belonging  to  the  same  species.  It  not  unfrequently  hap- 
pens, when  their  removal  is  attempted  by  the  forceps,  that  they 
will  become  broken,  and  some  little  address  is  often  requisite 
to  prevent  this  difficulty  ; they  are  firmly  attached  to  the 
pituitary  membrane  of  the  nose,  and  unless  the  points  of  the 
forceps  are  applied  near  their  basis,  you  cannot  expect  to  be 
successful  in  extracting  every  part  of  them ; consequently. 
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they  will  again  form,  and  the  operation  be  again  required. 
When  you  happen  to  pull  away,  along  with  the  polypi,  portions 
of  the  bone  and  membrane,  you  destroy  the  sources  whence 
they  originate,  and  in  such  cases  prevent  their  return. 

Now,  gentlemen,  the  remedy  for  these  polypi  is  e.xtraction 
by  means  of  forceps.  Those  generally  employed  are  long,  and 
have  small  points,  the  insides  of  which  points  or  blades  are 
made  rough  to  prevent  their  slipping  from  the  peduncle,  and 
thereby  losing  their  hold  ; the  manner  of  using  the  forceps  is 
this  : I pass  up  a probe  in  a direction  between  the  superior 
and  inferior  turbinated  bones,  and  feel  for,  and  ascertain  the 
precise  situation  of  the  peduncle ; I give  the  probe  the  direc- 
tion which  1 have  just  stated  to  you,  because  I have  invariably 
found  these  polypi  springing  from  the  middle  chamber  of  the 
nose.  I have  never  known  one  of  them  arise  from  the  septum 
narium.  Well,  having  satisfied  myself  of  the  situation  of  the 
peduncle,  by  means  of  the  probe,  then  let  it  remain  as  a di- 
rector for  the  forceps,  and  having  carried  the  points  of  the 
forceps  to  the  peduncle,  thus  guided  by  the  probe,  seize  the 
peduncle  and  tear  it  off  by  a sudden  jerk  of  the  forceps  : by 
adopting  this  mode  polypi  may  be  effectually  removed.  Always 
take  care  to  lay  hold  of  the  peduncle,  for,  if  you  do  not,  and 
on  the  contrary,  grasp  the  body  or  end  of  the  polypus,  you 
will  then  break  it  off,  and  the  introduction  of  the  forceps  will 
be  again  and  again  required.  Using  the  probe  as  a director 
will  be  found  a great  assistance,  as  the  forceps  are  imme- 
diately conveyed  by  it  to  the  peduncle.  I just  now  said  that 
the  polypus  should  be  torn  off  by  a sudden  jerk  ; this  is  of  im- 
portance, and  you  should  keep  it  in  your  recollection.  If  you 
renmve  the  polypus  by  gradual  efforts,  that  is,  by  gradually 
withdrawing  the  forceps,  you  will  not  accomplish  that  which 
ought  to  be  your  object,  viz.  preventing  the  return  of  the  dis- 
ease ; by  a sudden  jerk  you  are  often  enabled  to  tear  away  a 
portion  of  the  pituitary  membrane,  and  even  the  bone  itself 
to  which  the  polypus  may  be  attached.  By  this  you  succeed  in 
destroying  the  source  from  whence  it  sprung,  and  effectually 
obviate  a repetition  of  the  complaint;  always  recollect  there- 
fore to  use  a jerk,  and  not  pull  the  forceps  gradually. 

If  the  person  should  be  very  young,  and  the  nose  small,  you 
may  remove  the  polypus  with,  a pair  of  forceps  similar  to  such 
as  are  contained  in  our  common  pocket  instrument  cases  : in- 
deed such  are  the  forceps  which  I often  employ  for  the  e.x- 
traction of  nasal  polypi ; if,  however,  the  polypi  should  grow 
far  back,  you  then  will  succeed  best  with  the  forceps  I first 
mentioned. 

Sometimes  I take  away  polypi  by  merely  using  a pair  of 
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probc-pninlcd  scissors.  After  cutting  througli  tlie  peduncle, 
if  you  desire  tlic  patient  to  blow  bis  nose,  the  air  will  force  it 
out  of  the  nostril ; but  I sbonld  tell  you,  tliat  when  thus  re- 
moved, they  are  more  likely  to  return  than  when  extracted 
by  the  forceps,  because  you  do  not  with  tlie  scissors  take 
away,  as  with  the  forceps,  the  pituitary  membrane,  and  this 
is  the  source  whence  these  poly|)i  spring. 

Hut,  gentlemen,  polypi  not  unfrequently  extend  into  the 
posterior  nares,  even  back  as  far  as  the  spine,  in  which  situa- 
tion you  may  not  only  often  feel  them  with  the  finger,  hut, 
when  of  this  magnitude,  frequently  see  them  ; these  polypi 
must  he  removed  by  a pair  of  forceps  exceedingly  curved  ; 
their  curve  should  describe  at  least  lialf  a circle,  tlie  curve  of 
course  being  of  such  a size  as  to  admit  its  free  introduction 
into  the  mouth,  these  forceps  slrould  be  passed  to  the  back 
of  the  mouth,  then  their  points  or  blades  are  to  be  carried 
up  tiie  posterior  nares,  when,  having  satisiied  yourself  in  thl" 
manner  before  directed  that  you  have  hold  of  the  j)edunele, 
you  are  to  break  it  off  by  moving  the  forceps  in  a direction 
downwards  and  backwards.  Another  way,  when  the  i)olypn.s 
is  large,  and  when  the  peduncle  grows  from  the  side  of  tlie 
antrum,  is  to  divide  it  by  means  of  a pair  of  curved  scissors, 
and  then  with  your  finger  hook  down  the  polypus  at  tlie  back 
of  the  mouth,  from  over  the  velum  pendulum  palati ; in  this 
way  it  falls  into  the  throat,  and  produces  a sensation  of 
choaking  ; retelling  is  the  consequence,  and  the  polypus  will 
he  thrown  uiion  the  floor  before  you.  Mr.  King,  a surgeon  of 
Reading,  had  a patient  with  a polypus  of  this  kind,  removed 
in  the  manner  I have  just  mentioned  to  you ; it  was  a very 
large  one,  and  when  I first  went  to  Reading,  1 put  a ligature 
upon  it,  but  this  did  not  prove  of  any  use,  it  only  succeeded 
ill  getting  away  a small  portion  of  it,  the  root  was  not  remov- 
ed ; the  iiolypus  soon  became  again  as  large  as  ever ; and  1 
am  now  of  opinion,  that  a ligature  in  these  cases  should  never 
be  applied. 

If,  after  the  operation  has  been  performed,  you  think  any 
portion  of  the  polypus  remains,  you  should,  by  means  of  a 
probe,  pass  uji  a piece  of  lint  to  the  s|iot,  to  prevent  any  an- 
noyance from  hemorrhage  ; the  lint  previous  to  its  introduc- 
tion may  be  dipped  in  a solution  of  alum  ; indeed,  where  jia- 
tients  have  objected  to  have  the  polypi  removed  by  the  forcc|)s 
•or  seissprs,  it  has  been  I’ecomnieuded  to  use  injections  of  so- 
lutions of  alum,  or  the  oxymur.  hydrarg. 

T he  next  species  of  nasal  polypi  which  1 shall  describe  to 
you,  is  the 
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Hvdatiu  Polypi. 

Tliese  are  geuerally  found  in  young  people.  The  first  case 
of  the  kind  that  I ever  saw,  was  in  this  hospital ; the  subject 
of  it  was  a young  girl  about  sixteen  years  of  age ; when  Mr. 
Cline  attempted  to  remove  it,  it  burst,  and  there  escaped  a 
small  quantity  of  watery  fluid  ; upon  pressure  being  then  made- 
at  the  side  of  the  nose,  another  burst,  until  at  length  bladder 
after  bladder  burst,  and  the  whole  were  discharged.  It  was 
tliought  at  the  time  tiiat  the  complaint  was  curetl ; in  a few 
weeks,  however,  it  again  returned,  and  again  was  discharged. 
Since  that  time  I have  seen  several  similar  cases.  The  pe- 
duncle of  the  hydatid  polypus  resembles  the  cord  formed  from 
the  placenta;  it  is  composed  of  thin  fil)res  or  films,  which 
form  the  covering  of  the  polypus,  and  these  converge  to  com- 
plete the  (lednncle.  The  best  plan  of  treatment  that  cau  be 
pursued  for  the  cure  of  hydatid  polypi,  is  daily  to  touch  them 
with  the  muriate  of  antimony  ; this  can  easily  be  done  by 
means  of  a camel  hair  pencil  ; a very  few  times  will  be  suf- 
ficient ; it  acts  chemically  on  the  polypi,  and  quickly  destroys 
them.  It  may  be  supposed  that  this  strong  apjilication  w’ould 
hurt  the  nose:  this,  however,  is  not  the  case  ; but  care  should 
be  taken  to  confine  its  application  to  that  part  only  where  its 
use  is  required. 

The  third  species  that  I shall  mention,  is  the 
Caucinomatous  Nasal  Polypi. 

These  are  commonly  met  with  in  old  people  ; they  are  usu- 
ally attended  with  severe  pain  across  the  forehead,  in  the 
situation  of  the  frontal  sinuses — the  passage,  of  the  air  through 
the  nose  becomes  obstructed  from  the  size  of  the  swelling — 
the  tumouralso  jiresses  upon,  and  occasionally  obliterates,  the 
lachrymal  sac,  iireventing  the  natural  course  of  the  tears,  thus 
giving  rise  to  the  inconvenience  and  symptoms  of  Jistulalachry- 
■tnulis.  I have  known  the  pain  in  the  nose  in  these  cases  ex- 
cessive ; the  jiain  is  not  constant,  but  occasional — and  then 
dreadfully  severe  ; at  such  times  there  is  more  or  Ic.-is  hemor- 
rhage, aiid  this  ultimately  affords  the  sufferer  a temporary 
ces.sation  of  his  misery.  In  these  complaints,  I am  sorry  to 
be  obliged  to  say,  that  nothing  can  be  done  except  of  a tran- 
quillizing nature  ; the  belladonna  and  opium  may  be  intro- 
duced; also  the  conium,  w-ith  a view  of  affording  ease; 
and,  if  the  inflammation  should  be  severe,  you  may  apply 
leeches  in  the  vicinity  of  the  nose,  together  with  evaporating 
lotions. 

As  regards  internal  remedies,  these  are  likewise  to  be  merely 
of  a palliative  nature  ; opium  is  the  principal  medicine  given 
•#L;h  this  view,  and  it  answens  the  purpose  well  you  arc 
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therefore  to  give  opium  in  such  quantities  as  shall  have  the 
effect  of  lessening  the  dreadful  pain  ; by  this  means  you  smooth 
the  path  to  death,  and  I lament  being  compelled  to  state,  that 
if  you  succeed  in  this  you  will  achieve  all  that  medicine  can 
accomplish.  The  fourtli  and  last  species  I have  to  describe 
to  you  is  the 

Fungoid  Nasal  Polypus. 

There  is  a case  of  this  kind  at  jiresent  in  the  other  hospital. 
The  first  case  of  this  description  tliat  I saw  was  in  a young 
gentleman  seveirteen  years  of  age  ; the  particulars  I will 
briefly  mention  to  you.  The  father  of  this  youth  called  at  my 
house  with  him,  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  what  was  to  be 
done.  At  the  time  1 saw  him,  there  was  a bleeding  from  the 
part,  and  this  I understood  from  the  father  frequently  happen- 
ed. The  parent  asked  me  if  I would  remove  the  tumour,  and 
I told  him  yes.  'I'his  1 did  by  ligature,  but  much  sooner  than 
I e.Kpected  ; for  as  soon  as  it  was  applied,  the  tumour  dropped 
into  my  hand,  the  silk  having  completely  cut  it  through. 
There  was  slight  hemorrhage  afterwards,  which  was  easily 
subdued  by  plugging  the  nostril  with  lint.  Shortly  after  the 
operation  he  left  London  for  Portsmouth.  The  disease  soon  re- 
turned, and  was  again  removed  by  Mr.  Copland  Hutchin- 
son. Snbsecpiently  to  this  it  re-appeared,  and  ultimately  the 
patient  was  destroyed.  After  his  death,  the  body  was  exa- 
mined by  Dr.  Mac  Arthur,  and  he  found  that  the  tumour  had 
very  extensive  attachments  ; that  its  base  was  extremely  broad 
and  diffused.  Now  I had  previously  thought  that  the  disease 
had  been  confined  to  a single  spot,  or  I certainly  should  not 
have  attempted  its  removal.  1 therefore  recommend  you  not 
to  extract  these  polyjn  by  the  forceps  : excise  them  with  scis- 
sors, or  destroy  them  by  ligature  ; their  extensive  adhesions 
will,  in  either  case,  render  the  operation  unavailing  and  in- 
effectual ; and  what  is  still  worse,  will  do  injury  by  exciting 
irritation,  whereby  the  disease  wilt  become  aggravated.  In 
such  cases  I shall  in  future  try  what  effect  will  be  produced 
by  the  muriate  of  antimony.  But  the  disease  may  extend  so 
far  up  the  uares  as  to  effect  some  other  part  of  still  greater 
importance  than  the  place  where  it  originated — thus  the  cri- 
briform plate  of  the  ethmoid  bone  may  become  destroyed,  and 
afterwards  the  brain  itself  partake  of  its  malignant  influence. 
Well,  though  there  can  be  no  hope  of  the  diseased  person  ever 
getting  cured  in  such  cases  as  these,  yet  it  may  happen  that 
by  judicious  treatment,  the  inconvenience  of  the  malady,  to- 
gether with  the  deformity  it  occasions,  may  he  materially  di- 
minished ; but  to  jiroduce  a cure  under  such  untoward  cir- 
cumstances, would  be  impossible. 
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On  Disease  resembling  Polypus,  in  Children. 

Before  quitting  this  subject,  geutleuien,  there  is  another  oc- 
currence connected  with  it,  which  1 wisli  to  mention  to  you, 
it  is  this — You  will  often  have  children  brought  to  you  by 
their  parents  on  account  of  supposed  polypi  of  the  nose  ; when 
you  examine  the  children,  you  will  probably  find  in  tlieir 
nostrils,  red  projections,  the  appeai'ance  of  which  might  have 
deceived  you  as  well  as  the  parents,  had  I not  mentioned  the 
matter  to  you.  Be  assured,  when  you  observe  these  red  pro- 
jections in  the  nostrils  of  young  children,  that  they  are  not 
polypi ; the  disease  is  merely  an  enlargement  or  thickening  of 
the  pituitary  membrane,  and  if  you  try  to  remove  or  draw 
them  away  by  means  of  the  forceps,  you  will  probably  tear 
off  a portion  of  the  turbinated  bone  : the  forceps  must  not  be 
applied  in  such  cases ; such  a practice  would  be  exceedingly 
improper.  What  you  are  to  do  is  this  : Touch  them  by  means 
of  a small  bougie,  formed  of  nitrate  of  silver  ; from  this  ap- 
plication, they  will  in  a short  time  turn  white,  and  very  soon 
disappear  altogetlier.  You  may  rely  upon  it,  that  this  is  the 
only  treatment  required  in  such  affections,  and  there  is  no 
necessity  for  submitting  these  poor  little  delicate  creatures  to 
any  other  operation. 

The  next  subject  for  our  consideration  is 

Enlargement  of  the  Tonsils. 

Children  will  be  brought  to  you  with  swellings  in  tlieir 
throats,  and  it  will  be  stated  that  they  have  great  difficulty  of 
breathing,  sleep  with  their  mouths  widely  distended,  the  skin 
at  the  same  time  being  covered  by  a profuse  perspiration. 
Upon  feeling  the  throat,  looking  into  the  mouth,  or  passing 
hack  the  finger,  it  will  readily  be  ascertained  that  one  or 
both  tonsil  glands  is  enlarged.  The  complaint  is  generally 
the  result  of  one  of  the  diseases  common  to  children,  as  the 
smallpox  or  measles,  and  the  inflammation  which  produced  it 
of  the  scrofulous  kind.  Sometimes  the  enlarged  part  is  at- 
tached to  the  gland  by  a distant  small  peduncle;  at  other 
times  the  base  of  the  swelling  is  of  considerable  size. 
Constitutional  Treatment  of  Enlarged  'J’onsil  Glands. 

To  prevent  the  growth  of  these  enlargements,  and  their 
formation  altogether,  the  best  medicine  that  can  be  given,  for 
the  accomplishment  of  these  purposes,  is  the  oxymuriate  of 
mercury ; and  it  will  be  found  highly  advantageous  to  com- 
bine it  with  the  tinctures  of  bark  and  rhubarb.  I usually  pre- 
scribe it  thus  : — 

Oxymiir.  Hydrarg.  gr.  j. 

'linct.  Cinchon. 

Rhei,  aii.  gj.  M. 


io2  ENLARGEMENT  OF  THE  TONSILS. 


1 order  a tea-spoonful  to  be  taken  in  alittle  wliite  wii>e,  twice 
or  three  times  a-day,  according  to  the  age  or  peculiar  state 
of  the  patient.  Having  already  on  several  occasions  e.^plained' 
to  you  the  manner  in  which  small  doses  of  inercnry  act  on 
the  system  in  chronic  inllaiiimation,  by  restoring  the  secre- 
tions, it  cannot  be  necessary  for  me  to  again  dilate  upon  that 
subject.  By  uniting  the  meronry,  as  above,  with  hark  and 
rhubarb,  you  will  improve  the  appetite,  strengthen  the  sto- 
mach and  bowels,  and  gradually  restore  the  vigour  of  the  con- 
stitution. It  is  not  of  any  great  conserpieuce  what  particular 
tonic  yon  employ,  should  there  be  any  objection  to  those  I 
have  just  mentioned.  Indeed,  in  very  delicate  children  yon 
will  find  it  prudent  to  often  vary  the  medicine  ; and  a very 
beneficial  one  may  be  found  Composed  of  two  grains  of  rhubarb 
and  five  grains  of  carbonate  of  iron.  Your  own  judgment  will 
direct  yon  in  what  manner  the  medicines  should  be  regulated. 

Local  Tkeatment  of  enlargeu  Tonsil  Glanus. 

'flic  application  of  the  nitrate  of  silver  will  often  succeed  in 
getting  rid  of  these  tumours  ; you  arc  to  press  down  the 
tongue  with  one  finger,  then  holding  the  nitrate  of  silver  in 
its  ivory  case,  between  the  finger  and  thumb  of  the  other  hand, 
gently  apply  it  to  the  surface  of  the  swelling  ; the  application- 
may  be  repeated,  if  necessary  ; where  the  caustic  is  applied, 
the  part  will  soon  become  white,  and  scale  off.  A succession 
of  these,  produced  hy  a succession  of  applications,  will  often 
effect  a cure. 

The  sulphate  of  copper  is  sometimes  used  instead  of  the 
nitrate  of  silver,  and  succeeds  very  well.  Alum  is  likewise  a 
good  application,  but  it  requires  to  be  applied  a greater  num- 
ber of  times  than  the  lunar  caustic;  where,  therefore,  no  in- 
convenience would  arise  to  the  patient  or  practitioner  from 
distant  residence,  or  other  circumstances,  it  maybe  used  with 
advantage  ; and,  as  an  internal  remedy,  a medicine  formed 
of  the  extracts  of  stramonium  and  conium  ; but  1 have  never 
known  it  prove  effectual,  at  least  not  entirely  soi  Well, 
then,  when  they  are  too  large  to  admit  of  cure,  by  the  plans 
already  described  to  you,  or  when  they  resist  the  proposed 
methods,  you  are  to  remove  them- by  ligature;  it  is  easily 
applied,  and  may  be  done  by  first  passing  it  through  the  eye- 
of  a probe,  then  carrying  it  over  the  tonsil,  and  bringing  it  out 
below;  tie  it  in  front  of  the  diseased  gland  ; you  must  of 
course  previously  give  to  your  luobe  the  requisite  curve:  if 
your  finger  should  not  be  sufficieutly  long  to  make  the  knot, 
you  should  then  u.se  what  is  called  the  tonsil  iron,  an  instru- 
ment well  adapted  for  the  pur[)ose,  and  would  do  much  better 
for  performing  the  operation  altogether  than  either  the  prolie 
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or  finger.  The  operation  occasions  very  little  pain  or  incon- 
venience. I har-e  had  a child,  seven  years  of  age,  come  to  my 
house,  have  a ligature  thus  applied,  and  afterwards  walk  back 
to  Islington. 

If  the  tumour  is  not  of  that  form  which  will  admit  of  a li- 
gature being  put  on  in  the  way  mentioned,  you  must  then 
pass  the  ligature  through  the  centre  of  the  swelling,  by  means 
of  a needle,  and  tie  it  above  and  below ; in  this  case  your 
ligature  must,  of  necessity,  he  double  : in  this  way  you  will 
succeed,  as  effectually  as  with  the  other  mode,  in  producing  a 
separation  of  the  enlarged  part. 

I shall  now,  gentlemen,  describe  to  you  the 
Operation  for  Hare-Lip. 

The  name  of  this  disease  originated  from  a supposition  that 
it  gives  to  the  lip  the  same  appearance  as  the  lip  of  the  ani- 
mal bearing  that  name. 

Hare-lip  is  sometimes  single,  that  is,  the  fissure  being  only 
on  one  side;  sometimes  double,  a fissure  being  then  on  each 
side,  and  occasionally  attended  with  a want  of  teetli  in  the 
upper  jaw;  also  a lo.'-s  of  the  velum  penduluin  palati  and 
uvula.  Sometimes  in  the  double  hare-lip  the  only  thing  be- 
tween the  fissures  is  a small  projection  of  cartilaginous  sub- 
stance attached  to  the  tip  of  the  nose;  the  soft  palate,  in 
these  cases,  is  generally  •wanting,  and  the  turbinated  bone 
e.xposed.  The  deformity  in  these  instances  is  most  un- 
sightly. 

In  the  operation  for  the  removal  of  hare-lip,  the  simple 
principle  is  union  by  adhesion  or  first  intention.  In  single 
iiare-lip  you  must  perform  the  operation  thus.  [Here  the  learn- 
ed lecturer  .•shewed  the  operation  on  the  dead  subject,  accord- 
ing to  the  description  given.]  Pare  off  the  edge  of  the  divided 
lij)  on  each  side  by  means  of  a small  bistoury:  in  executing 
this  step  of  the  operation,  take  care  that  you  cut  off  enough, 
for  immediately  at  the  margin  the  parts  are  ha."d  and  callous, 
and  will  not  readily  unite.  Well,  having  pared  off  a sufficient 
quantity  of  both  edges,  all  that  remains  tfi  be  done  is  to 
apply  the  ligatures,  of  which  there  arc  to  be  but  two  ; this 
number  will  be  found  quite  adequate.  Now  it  is  of  great 
importance  that  you  should  be  careful  where  the  ligatures 
arc  ajiplied,  and  I advise  you  to  be  particular  in  your  ado[)tion 
of  the  rules  which  I give  on  this  |)oint.  Well,  then,  introduce 
one  ligature  immediately  at  the  edge  of  the  li[),  that  is,  at  the 
lowest  part  of  the  divided  portions  where  the  reii  part  or  line 
of  the  lip  begins,  and  tbe  other  ligature  is  to  he  introduced 
exactly  midway  between  the  first  and  the  extent  of  the  wound 
towards  the  nose  ; thus  the  last  ligature  will  be  .situated  half 
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way  between  tlie  angles  of  the  wound,  at  the  lower  part,  and 
the  fissure  at  the  upi)er.  As  your  object  should  be  to  cause 
the  edges  of  the  wound  to  unite  as  soon  as  possible,  anything 
calculated  to  retard  that  effect  should  be  studiously  avoided  ; 
and,  as  wax  is  known  to  have  a tendency  to  induce  suppura- 
tion and  ulceration,  it  should  not  be  rubbed  over  the  liga- 
tures. Again  the  ligatures  should  not  be  loo  delicate,  that  is, 
not  too  thin  ; if  they  are,  the  lip  might  be  rut  through  by 
them. 

In  performing  tjie  operation  for  hare-lip,  there  will  some- 
times be  considerable  bleeding  from  the  superior  labial  artery. 
There  will  not  be  any  necessity  for  applying  a distinct  liga- 
ture to  the  vessel,  because  you  can  easily  tie  the  ligature  at  the 
angles  of  the  lip  in  such  a manner  as  shall  compress  the  ar- 
tery, and  stop  the  bleeding.  It  is  very  improper  to  put  a li- 
gature on  the  vessel,  as  it  interferes,  with  union  by  adhesion  ; 
from  its  producing  suppuratiou,  the  pus,  of  course,  would 
form  between  the  edges  of  the  wound.  On  the  fourth  day 
after  the  operation,  tlie  middle  ligature  may  be  removed,  and 
on  the  fifth  or  sixth,  the  other.  In  this  respect,  I am  merely 
speaking  of  what  generally  may  be  done;  as  regards  the  time 
of  removal,  you  must  be  governed  by  the  state  in  which  you 
find  the  parts  : if  adhesion  had  not  taken  place,  it  would  not 
be  proper  to  take  away  the  ligatures  on  the  fourth  or  fifth  day, 
aud  you  should  wait  a day  or  two  longer.  Instead  of  silk 
ligatures,  silver  pins  used  to  be  employed  for  holding  toge- 
ther the  edges  of  the  lip ; these,  most  properly,  have  been  re- 
linquished; it  is  true  they  answered  very  well,  as  far  as  keep- 
ing the  edges  of  the  integuments  in  apposition  was  concerned  ; 
but  the  great  objection  to  them  was,  that  when  on  the  fourth 
or  fifth  day  you  endeavoured  to  take  them  out,  the  difficulty 
of  withdrawing  them  often  occasioned  the  adhesions  which 
had  been  formed  to  be  completely  torn  through,  and  your 
operation  so  far  defeated  : the  pain  which  the  extraction  of 
the  pins  produces  is  considerable,  and  the  adhesions  are  fre- 
quently broken  from  the  resistance,  struggles,  and  cries  of 
the  child.  Now,  as  regards  the  silk  ligatures,  you  have 
merely  to  divide  them  by  a pair  of  scissors,  and  the  ends  can 
be  displaced  without  using  the  slightest  force. 

When  the  edges  of  the  lip  have  been  brought  together,  aud 
the  sutures  applied,  no  after-treatment  will  be  necessary,  ex- 
cepting what  1 have  ali  eady  communicated  to  you  ; you  must 
not  apply  poultices,  as  they  would  give  rise  to  the  suppurative 
process  instead  of  the  adhesive.  Your  best  plan  will  be  to 
let  the  blood  remain  over  the  wound  ; let  it  clot  there, 
and  not  .sponge  it  off.  This  will  be  the  best  bond  of  union. 
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and  the  adhesions  which  take  place  under  this  seldom  give 
way. 

Another  point  for  our  consideration,  is  the  age  when  the 
operation  ought  to  be  performed.  Should  it  be  attenipte<l  on 
very  young  infants,  or  should  we  wait  until  a more  advanced 
period  ? To  this  question,  an  answer  is  easily  given  ; and  [ 
reply,  never  operate  on  very  young  infants,  but  defer  it  until 
the  completion  of  dentition.  In  very  early  life,  there  is  al- 
ways great  danger  from  operations ; and  several  infants, 
within  my  own  knowledge,  have  died  in  convulsions,  after  the 
operation  for  hare-lip.  Some  years  since,  when  I was  at 
Yarmouth,  I was  told  of  a case  that  had  terminated  fatally  : 
convulsions  carried  off  the  infant  a few  days  after  the  opera- 
tion. Not  the  slightest  blame  was  attributable  to  the  practi- 
tioner : experience  had  not  then  established  the  propriety  of 
delaying  the  operation  till  a more  advanced  age.  I was  once 
asked,  if  I wouia  operate  on  a very  young  infant,  for  hare-lip, 
whose  parents  resided  in  Fenchurch  street  ? I replied.  Yes  ; 
and  shortly  after  went,  and  did  it.  I promised  to  call  on  the 
fourth  day,  but  received  a message,  saying  that  it  was  not  ne- 
cessary for  me  to  do  so,  as  the  child  was  dead.  Some  years 
ago  a gentleman  from  Suffolk  brought  his  infant  to  town  to 
undergo  the  operation;  it  was  performed  ; pins  were  employ- 
ed. Two  days  after  the  operation  diarrhoea  came  on  ; on  the 
day  following  it  was  so  excessive  that  the  pins  were  removed  ; 
at  the  expiration  of  two  other  days  the  child  was  carried  off. 
A woman  once  brought  her  infant  to  me  on  a Monday  morn- 
ing for  the  purpose  of  having  it  operated  on  for  hare-lip.  I 
completed  it,  and  directed  her  to  bring  the  child  again  on  the 
following  Thursday;  she  came,  and  told  me  the  infant  had 
died. 

Now,  if  parents  should  urge  you  much  to  perform  the  ope- 
ration on  very  young  infants,  explain  the  danger  which  attends 
it  in  very  early  life.  Tell  them  of  its  fatal  results;  when, 
should  they  still  press  it,  the  blame  will  be  on  them,  and  not 
you.  Children  when  so  very  young  are  not  competent  to  un- 
dergo operations,  and  you  ought  not  to  perform  them  for  hare- 

lij)  unless  the  children  have  reached  the  age  of  two  years 

After  that  period  they  posse.ss  some  degree  of  strength,  and 
are  much  less  disposed  to  irritation  and  convul.«ions. 

I have  still  to  mention  the  operation  required  for  double 
hare-Up.  It  has  been  recommended  to  cut  away  that  portion 
of  skin  which  sometimes  exists  between  the  two  fi.ssnres. 
Tliat,  however,  is  not  the  best  plan  ; indeed,  it  is  a very  bad 
one.  Always  allow  that  portion  of  skin  to  remain,  yon  will 
find  it  a great  support,  and  of  considerable  utility  in  rendering 
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the  operation  perfect.  Tl)erefore  you  are  to  pare  the  edges  of 
this  portion  of  skin  in  the  si^nie  manner  as  yon  were  directed 
in  the  first  operation.  Hut  you  must  not,  when  a hare-lip  is 
double,  operate  at  both  sides  on  the  same  day.  You  must  let 
one  side  get  well,  and  then  you  may  operate  on  the  other. 
It  now  and  then  happens  that  the  jaw  will  project  very  much 
in  these  cases,  and  will  sometimes  even  shoot  forward,  and 
be  attached  to  the  tip  of  the  nose.  When  the  jaw  does  pro- 
ject, the  deformity  may  be  very  much  diminished  after  the 
wounds  have  quite  healed,  by  binding,  on  the  most  prominent 
part,  a flat  piece  of  lead,  inclosed  in  lint;  it  may  be  readily 
confined  to  the  situation  by  tape  or  black  ribbon  carried  round 
the  back  of  the  bead.  When  attached  to  the  tip  of  the  nose 
it  should  be  separated  from  that  part,  and  the  operations  then 
performed  as  before,  that  is,  one  deferred  till  the  other  is 
well  ; and  the  deformity  will  be  removed  by  adopting  the  me- 
thod just  mentioned. 

AVe  sometimes  perform  an  operation  on  the  under  lip  simi- 
lar to  the  one  1 have  described  to  you  for  single  hare-lip,  in 
consequence  of 

Cancer  Labii. 

Which  disease  generally  arises  from  the  use  of  a pipe,  and 
the  manner  in  which  it  happens  is  this  : — the  adhesive  nature 
of  the  clay  of  which  the  pipe  is  made,  causes  it  to  adhere  to 
the  lip;  at  length  the  cuticle  becomes  torn  off,  and  the  con- 
tinued irritation  frets  the  sore  into  true  cancerous  disease.  I 
am  quite  sure  that  it  is  produced  in  this  way,  for  I never  saw 
the  disease  in  the  upper  lip  more  than  once.  That  the  disease 
is  of  a scirrhous  nature,  even  at  the  beginning,  any  surgeon 
must  be  satisfied  : it  is  hard,  has  a bleeding  surface,  everted 
edges  ; and,  as  it  proceeds  in  its  destructive  course,  commu- 
nicates disease  to  the  glands  ; there  is  likewise  felt  in  it,  at 
particular  periods,  the  most  dreadful  pain.  1 have  seen  in 
these  cases  all  the  foregoing  real  cancerous  symptoms. 

An  operation  for  the  complete  removal  of  the  disease  is  the 
patient’s  only  real  hope  of  succour.  The  oxyde  of  arsenic  is 
said  to  have  cured  the  disease — to  have  completely  eradicated 
it.  I can  state,  however,  that  this  application  (as  well  as 
others  of  a similar  nature)  has,  by  its  irritative  qualities,  pro- 
duced a rapid  disease  of  the  glands,  shortly  after  having  been 
applied  to  the  ulcer  on  the  lip. 

In  removing  the  disease  with  the  knife,  you  should  make  an 
opening  in  the  lip,  similar  to  what  has  been  advised  in  single 
hare  lip;'  that  is,  it  should  be  a triangular  portion  of  the  lip, 
including  the  disease,  entirely  cut  out;  the  integuments  can 
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then  he  easily  approximated,  and  kept  in  their  proper  situation 
by  as  many  ligatures  as  the  size  of  the  wound  shall  seem  to 
require ; generally  speaking,  two  will  be  found  quite  sufficient. 
In  removing  cancer  of  the  under  lip,  you  divide  the  inferior 
labial  artery  ; and  you  stop  the  hemorrhage  by  adopting  the 
same  method  as  was  recommended  in  the  hare-lip  operation. 
Before  we  part,  I must  entreat  your  patience,  while  I describe 
to  you,  the  disease  called 

Tic  Douloureux. 

It  is  a dreadfully  painful  affection  of  the  nerves  of  the  face, 
but  of  what  nature  is  difficult  to  say : the  nerves  in  this  disease 
are  not  in  an  indamed  stale  most  certainly,  for  under  the  most 
horrid  suffering  they  are  found  of  a natural  colour ; the  nerves 
are  not  increased  either  in  their  usual  size,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, are  found  to  be  rather  diminished.  Mr.  Thomas  dis- 
sected a gentleman,  in  whom  the  suh-orbitar  nerve  had  been 
affected,  and  the  nerve  on  that  side  was  found  considerably 
less  than  the  nerve  of  the  opposite  side.  Again,  I think  the 
disease  to  be  one  of  diminished  action,  rather  than  of  in- 
creased ; and  it  has  been  lound  that  stimulating,  exciting 
medicines,  are  more  beneficial  than  those  of  an  opposite  cha- 
racter. 

The  pain  experienced  by  those  afflicted  by  tic  doulou- 
reux, is,  I believe,  indescribable — it  is  of  the  most  acute  and 
distressing  kind  — I have  seen  it  cause  the  tears  to  trickle  down 
the  cheeks  of  a fine  old  weather-beaten  naval  officer — a man, 
who  had  fearlessly  faced  the  cannon’s  mouth.  After  I had  once 
divided  the  nerve  for  this  complaint,  1 asked  the  lady  who 
had  been  the  subject  of  the  operation,  which  gave  her  the  most 
pain,  the  division  of  the  nerve,  or  the  disease  “ Oh,”  said 
she,  “ the  operation  is  a bed  of  roses  in  comparison  with  the 
agony  occasioned  by  the  disease.”  1 was  at  one  time  visiting 
a patient  afflicted  with  it,  in  com|)any  with  Mr.  Row,  of  Bur- 
ton Crescent,  when  the  pain  absolutely  was  so  severe,  that  it 
caused  the  person  to  roll  out  of  bed,  and  fall  on  the  floor  at 
the  time  of  our  being  in  the  room. 

It  is  in  general  like  the  pain  of  electricity — patients  will  ex- 
claim, “ Oh  ! I had  a shock  at  that  moment.”  It  produces  a 
kind  of  flickering  through  the  nerves  ; its  motions  are  like 
summer  lightning,  and  the  jiain  cannot  be  compared  to  any 
thing  more  appropriate  than  to  the  horrid  sensations  created 
by  electric  shocks. 

Treatment  of  Tic  Douloureux.— The.  principal  relief  has 
hitherto  been  derived  from  operations,  and  these  operations 
have  consisted  in  dividing  some  of  the  nerves  of  the  face  ; the. 
division  of  the  diseased  branch  will,  at  least  generally,  succeed 
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in  keeping  off  the  pain  for  the  space  of  three  or  four  months, 
aI)out  which  time  it  appears  that  the  nerve  eitlier  rc-niiites,  or 
that  its  branches  anastomose  with  others.  If  you  ask  patients 
if  they  will  submit  to  an  operation,  they  answer,  “ most  cer- 
tainly— to  any  thing  that  will  rid  us  of  our  present  suf- 
fering.” If  they  inquire  of  you  whether  the  operation  will  be 
attended  with  permanent  benefit,  you  should  say  that  it  is 
doubtful,  but  you  rather  think  not.  Indeed  the  result  of 
the  operation  is  doubtful  enough,  for  the  pain  will  sometimes 
return  almost  immediately,  but  whether  by  the  same  nerve  is 
questionable.  A person  came  several  times  from  Bury  to  un- 
dergo the  operation,  and  the  pain  used  to  return  before  sensa- 
tion ; that  is,  a numbne.ss  of  a part  of  the  check  and  upper  lip 
would  still  continue,  notwithstanding  the  pain  was  as  severe 
as  ever  ; the  divided  nerve  in  this  case  was  the  sub  orbitar; 
well  then,  the  division  of  the  nerve  does  not  always  succeed  in 
giving  relief  so  long  as  one  might  have  expected.  Jf  it  should 
be  deemed  requisite  to  divide  the  sub-orbitar  nerve,  it  should 
be  done  a quarter  of  an  inch  below  the  orbit ; the  nerve  passes 
out  of  the  foramen  half  an  inch  below,  so  that  you  are  to  di- 
vide it  mid-way  between  the  foramen  and  the  edge  of  the  or- 
bit— if  you  divide  it  lower  than  this,  you  will  leave  some 
branches  which  will  still  continue  the  disease  ; the  proper 
mode  to  adopt  for  dividing  it  is  to  introduce  a sharp-pointed 
bistoury  at  the  distance  from  the  orbit  already  stated,  and,  car- 
rying the  point  of  the  instrument  close  upon  the  bone,  you 
hook  up  the  nerve  on  its  edge,  then  press  upon  the  skin  over 
the  edge  with  your  finger,  and  at  the  same  time  withdraw  the 
knife  through  the  opening  by  which  it  entered  ; in  this  way 
as  you  take  out  the  knife  the  nerve  will  be  divided  ; you  ought 
to  ask  the  patient  if  he  feels  a numbness  of  the  upper  li]),  and 
if  he  should  not,  your  operation  will  be  incomplete.  When 
necessary,  the  supra-orbitar  branch  is  to  be  divided  in  a simi- 
lar manner,  by  introducing  the  knife  under  the  integuments 
of  the  superciliary  ridge,  and  cut  through  the  nerve  imme- 
diately as  it  emerges  fiom  the  supra-orbitar  foramen,  carry 
the  point  of  the  knife  from  the  nose  outwards. 

When  the  submental  nerve  requires  division,  you  need  not 
make  any  incision  through  the  integuments,  but  may  perform 
the  operation  by  placing  the  knife  within  the  month,  and  di- 
recting its  point  downwards,  to  tlie  mental  foramen,  where 
the  nerve  passes  out,  and  by  gliding  the  knife  along  the  bone 
at  that  part,  the  nerve  is  sure  to  be  divided  ; in  performing 
this  operation,  you  may  direct  your  knife  by  the  bicuspi- 
dati  teeth,  the  anterior  maxillary  foramina  being  just  below 
them. 
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The  best  medical  treatment  ot  tic  douloureux,  with  which 
lam  acquainted,  is  the  exhibition  of  the  carbonate  of  iron. 
Mr.  Hutchins,  of  Nottingham,  has  published  a work  on  the 
disease  now  under  consideration,  in  which  he  speaks  strongly 
in  favour  of  the  above  medicine  ; it  certainly  is  an  admirable 
remedy — and  the  profession  is  much  indebted  to  Mr.  Hutchins 
for  having  recommended  it.  I may  here  remark,  it  is  much 
to  be  regretted  that  country  practitioners  do  not  more  fre- 
quently publish  the  result  of  their  observations  and  exj)eri- 
cnce ; much  valuable  knowledge  is  lost  to  the  world  from 
their  neglect  of  this  important  duty. 

In  speaking  of  the  carbonate  of  iron,  and  of  medicine  in 
general,  when  given  for  the  cure  of  tic  douloureux,  it  cannot, 
of  course,  succeed,  should  the  disease  be  otherwise  than  func- 
tional ; if  it  should  be  caused,  as  in  the  case  of  Dr.  Pember- 
ton, for  example,  (who  suffered  more,  probably,  than  any 
other  human  being  from  this  malady,)  by  a piece  of  bone  pro- 
jecting into  the  brain,  medicines  will  prove  utterly  unavail- 
ing, as  regards  cure;  and  temporary  ease  is  ail  that  can  be 
afforded. 

Fire  minutes  more,  gentlemen,  and  1 have  done. 

On  Aura  Epileptica. 

A man  was  sent  to  me  by  a surgeon  of  Watford  having  thi.s^ 
disease  ; he  would  be  occasionally  seized  by  a severe  pain  in 
the  thumb,  which  gradually  extended  up  the  arm,  in  the  course 
of  the  radial  and  brachial  nerves,  through  the  axilla  to  the 
neck  ; his  head  would  then  become  twisted,  and  in  a moment 
lie  would  drop  on  the  floor  in  a fit:  shortly  afterwards  he 
would  get  up,  and  appear  as  well  as  ever.  1 cut  down  upon 
the  radial  nerve  by  the  side  of  the  flexor  carpi  radialis  longiis 
tendon,  exposed  about  an  inch,  and  cut  out  five  eighths  of  it. 
After  this  the  pain  entirely  left  him,  and  he  returned  to  Wat- 
ford, where  he  remained,  completely  cured. 

Gentlemen,  I am  very  sorry  for  having  detained  you  so 
long.  ( Applause.) 


LECTURE  LIIl. 


On  Poisons. 

Poisons  are  tho.se  substances  which,  in  small  quantities,  pro- 
duce deleterious  effects  on  the  human  body.  Though  this  i.s 
considered  the  best  definition  of  poisons,  yet  there  is  no  sub- 
stance considered  as  poisonous,  which  in  very  small  doses  is 
not  capable  of  producing  a beneficial  effect.  Several  of  the 
poisons,  indeed,  in  minute  and  well  regulated  doses,  pro- 
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cluce  tlie  best  possible  effects— arsenic  is  an  example  of 
this. 

Poisons  arc  derived  from  five  sourcc.s,  viz. : there  are  tliose 
from  tlie  tinhnal  and  vegetable  kingdoms— are  ilic  mine- 
ral and  chemical  poisons — and  another  furnished  by  man 
liimsclf  is  railed  morbid  poison. 

Von  will  find  such  a difference  with  regard  to  the  effects  of 
morbid  poisons,  when  compared  with  the  others,  that  you 
will  .speedily  relinquish  any  opitiion  you  might  have  formed 
respecting  a supposed  reciprocity  of  action  between  them. 

In  tracing  the  operations  of  poisons,  we  find  some  of  them 
affect  the  va.«cular  system,  others  the  nervous,  while  mauy 
poisons  affect  both  the  nervous  and  vascular  systems  at  the 
same  time.  In  looking  at  poisons  from  many  animals,  for 
e.xam|)lc,  we  find  the  first  action  in  the  arterial  system,  while 
the  influence  of  others  evidently  begins  in  the  nerves.  The 
poison  communicated  by  the  viper  and  rattle-snake  attacks 
the  arterial  system  first;  that  from  the  bite  of  a rabid  animal, 
influences  the  nervous  system  first;  but  ultimately  iu  these 
cases  both  become  affected  : thus,  then,  some  poisons  first 
affect  the  nervous  system,  others  the  arterial,  and  others 
both. 

With  regard  to  the  vegetable  poisons — all  of  these  act  on 
the  nervous  system  ; persons  who  have  been  destroyed  by 
these  poisons,  have  been  said,  upon  examination  after  death, 
to  have  had  inflammation  of  the  inner  coat  of  the  stomach, 
because  iu  some  instances  the  vessels  have  been  found  larger 
and  more  filled  with  blood  than  in  otliers.  'rnese  appear- 
ances, however,  are  common  in  cases  of  sudden  death,  where 
there  has  been  congestion  of  the  vessels  of  the  stomach. 
These  appearances  are  not  the  effect  of  inflammation,  they 
have  nothing  of  the  character  of  inflamed  mucous  mem- 
branes, and  are  entiredy  destitute  of  that  vivid  redness  which 
ever  accompanies  the  latter.  No;  the  influence  of  vegetable 
j)oisons  is  directly  on  the  nerves  ; and,  in  the  next  lecture,  I 
will  shew  you  a curious  expeiiment  with  one  of  these  poi- 
son.';, when  you  will  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  an  animal 
taking  food  almost  at  the  very  moment  of  its  death  ; the  dis- 
solution of  the  animal  will  occur  in  a very  few  minutes  after 
the  introduction  of  the  poison  under  the  skin  ; so  that  the 
shortness  of  the  time  in  which  the  effect  is  produced,  will 
shew  the  impossibility  of  its  having  been  the  result  of  inflam- 
mation. Thus,  gentlemen,  will  vegetable  poisons  destroy  life 
by  direct  influence  on  the  nervous  system,  without  giving  rise 
to  the  slightest  inflammation.  Mineral  poisons  de.stroy,  some 
by  arterial,  and  some  by  nervous  influence  ; but  those  which 
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are  most  commonly  taken,  are  arsenic,  muriate  of  barytes, 
and  oxymuriiite  of  mercury,  and  each  of  these  produces  vio- 
lent inflammation.  With  regard  to  arsenic,  it  has  a direct 
influence  on  the  nerves  as  well ; and  all  of  you  must  liave  seen 
it  produce  the  most  powerful  convulsions  immediately  after  it 
has  been  taken.  In  those  who  have  been  destroyed  by  lead, 
no  appearance  of  inflammation  has  been  found  in  any  part  of 
the  body,  no  such  mark  either  in  the  stomach,  or  any  portion 
of  the  intestinal  canal ; the  inner  coat  of  the  stomach  in  many 
of  these  cases  appearing  less  vascular  than  usual,  which  evi- 
dently proves  that  death  is  not  produced  by  inflammation  in 
this  part,  but  that  it  is  the  result  of  a direct  influence  of  the 
poison  upon  the  nerves. 

'I'hc  action  of  morbid  poisons  are  various,  some  being  on 
the  arteries,  some  on  the  nerves ; in  typhus  fever,  more  com- 
monly called  gaol  fever  (which  arises  from  the  number  of 
persons  crowded  together,  rendering  the  air  impure,  and  unfit 
to  sustain  the  vigorous  actions  of  life),  the  first  effects  mani- 
fest themselves  in  the  nervous  system,  producing  great  de- 
pression of  the  mental  and  bodily  powers,  through  which,  ulti- 
mately, the  persons  are  destroyed.  It  renders  the  patient,  at 
an  early  period  of  the  complaint,  incapable  of  being  roused,  so 
great  is  the  depressing  influence  on  the  nerves. 

Many  of  the  morbid  poisons  act  directly  on  the  arterial  sys- 
tem ; as,  for  example,  small  pox:  here  inflammation  is  first 
produced,  which  is  succeeded  by  fever,  the  suppurative  pro- 
cess, considerable  local  irritation,  and  the  secretion  of  matter 
capable  of  propagating  the  disease  ; other  morbid  poisons,  as 
measles,  for  example,  first  affect  particular  parts,  and  after- 
wards the  entire  system  : in  measles  we  first  see  the  conjunc- 
tiva inflamed  ; then  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  nose  be- 
comes affected,  producing  an  increased  secretion  of  that  part ; 
then  the  trachea  and  bronchia  become  similarly  influenced, 
and  at  length  the  lungs,  giving  rise  to  a troublesome  cough  ; 
and  about  that  time  the  fever  occasioned  by  the  disease  be- 
comes general  throughout  the  system.  The  affection  of 
measles  is  so  easily  communicated,  and  the  infectious  matter 
so  subtle,  that  it  readily  floats  in  the  air,  and  is  of  so  infec- 
tious a nature,  that  it  generally  runs  through  entire  towns 
and  villages,  where  any  portion  of  the  children  become  af- 
fected by  it ; the  air  is  likewise  capable  of  communicating  the 
disease  to  the  inhabitants  of  distant  parts.  Hut  the  most  in- 
fectious of  all  the  diseases  with  which  I am  acquainted,  is  that 
called  mumps.  If  this  disease  makes  its  appearance  in  a 
school,  more  than  half  the  children  will  become  affected  by 
it.  I was  some  years  ago  attenduig  a jjatient  at  Hackney  vvith 
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Mr.  Touliuin,  at  a school  where  there  were  more  than  .sixty 
scliolars,  some  of  whom  at  the  time  were  afflicted  with  the 
mumps.  At  a subsequent  period,  I inquired  of  Mr.  Toulmiu 
how  many  of  the  scliolars  had  been  attacked  by  it ; and  he  in- 
formed me,  thirty-six  or  thirty-seven  ; so  that  it  had  attacked 
considerably  more  than  half. 

Poisons  diminish  in  effect  by  rejietition  ; opium,  therefore, 
if  given  for  any  considerable  time,  will  lose  its  influence,  if 
the  quantity  be  not  increased.  Now  morbid  poisons,  by  repe- 
tition, likewise  lose  their  influenee.  It  very  rarely  happens 
that  any  gentleman  passes  through  his  apprenticeship  at  the 
hospital  without  being  affected  with  the  hospital  fever,  and  it 
not  unfrequently  happens  that  the  first  attack  is  fatal,  and 
more  particularly  so  to  young  men  who  are  fresh  from  the 
country,  who  have  been  accustomed  to  a fine  wholesome  air : 
it  generally  commences  by  headache,  and  which  is  succeeded 
by  fils  of  shivering.  If  the  fever  should  attack  the  individual 
a second  time,  which  it  seldom  does,  it  will  be  slight,  and  its 
effects  insignificant,  compared  to  those  in  the  first  instance. 
The  same  thing  happens  in  scarlatina,  the  fever  being  much 
less  the  second  time  than  the  first;  the  inflammatory  symp- 
toms in  such  cases  are  mitigated,  and  much  less  severe.  In 
vegetable  poisons,  the  effects  upon  the  body  are  generally  pro- 
portioned to  the  quantity  of  poison  taken  ; not  so,  however, 
with  morbid  poisous,  for  no  particular  influence  is  mani- 
fested, whether  the  quantity  inserted  be  large  or  small,  whe- 
ther the  point  of  the  knife  be  loaded  with  the  poison,  or  whe- 
ther it  be  slightly  touched  with  it ; its  effects  depend  upon 
the  state  of  the  constitution  at  the  time  the  poison  is  intro- 
duced ; its  action  is  modified  by  the  peculiar  condition  of 
the  patient,  and  not  upon  the  quantity  of  the  poison.  In  oj)- 
position  to  this  result.  Dr.  Fordyce  believed  that,  if  the  poi- 
son were  diluted,  its  influence  would  be  much  less  severe ; 
accordingly  he  tried  some  experiments,  attempting  to  prove 
this,  and  exceedingly  diluted  the  poison  with  water;  the 
effects,  however,  were  precisely  similar  to  those  excited  by  the 
poison  in  its  concentrated  state ; he  therefore  relinquished 
the  opinion  as  untenable.  This,  then,  is  a remarkable  differ- 
ence between  vegetable  and  morbid  poisons ; the  first  pro- 
duces effects  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  taken,  whereas,  in 
the  latter,  the  quantity  of  poison  makes  no  difference  in  its 
particular  specific  action  ; but  this  is  regulated  by  the  pecu- 
Fiar  condition  of  the  patient.  Whether  morbid  poisons  be 
taken  from  the  dead  or  the  living,  their  influence  appears  to 
be  the  same  ; a medical  man,  whom  you  all  respect  very 
iBuch,  inoculated  his  child  for  small-pox  with  matter  taken 
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from  a subject  in  the  dissecting-room  ; this  was  exceedingly 
wroncr,  such  matter  ought  not  to  be  made  use  of;  and  I merely 
mention  this  fact  to  you  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  the 
virus,  under  these  circumstances,  will  produce  the  disease, 
and  even  in  its  mildest  form,  for  the  child  of  this  gentleman 
did  extremely  well,  and  had  the  disease  favourably. 

Now,  as  to  the  time  when  the  influence  of  vegetable  and 
animal  poisons  begins  to  show  itself,  there  is  likewise  a very 
great  difference  ; the  most  powerful  of  the  vegetable  appear- 
ing, in  many  instances,  almost  immediately,  (however,  in  this 
respect  there  is  some  variety)  ; whereas  the  symptoms  ai'isiiig 
from  morbid  poisons  are  often  protracted  to  very  distant  ])e- 
riods.  In  natural  small-pox  the  disease  generally  appears 
fourteen  days  after  the  infection  has  been  received  ; in  inocu- 
lated small -pox,  about  the  tenth  day  ; the  cow-pox,  the  ninth 
or  tenth ; in  scarlatina,  the  seventh  day,  but  1 have  known  it 
show  itself  on  the  third  day.  I knew  a lady  whose  family  was 
exposed  to  the  infection  of  scarlatina ; the  disease  apjjeared 
in  one  of  the  children  at  the  end  of  three  days,  in  another 
on  the  fourth,  in  another  on  the  fifth,  and,  in  herself,  at  the 
end  of  three  weeks  or  a month.  I knew  another  child  in 
whom  the  disease  did  not  appear  until  the  expiration  of  seven- 
teen days. 

The  measles  usually  appear  from  seven  to  fourteen  days 
after  infection,  but  generally  about  the  eighth  day  : it  is  quite 
right  that  you  should  be  acquainted  with  these  particulars,  for 
parents  will  think  little  of  you  if  you  are  incapable  of  answer- 
ing such  questions.  Well,  then,  natural  small-pox  about  the 
fourteenth  day  ; measles  from  the  seventh  to  the  fourteenth  ; 
and  scarlatina  about  the  end  of  a week. 

If  children  have  imbibed  the  infection,  it  is  wrong  to  pre- 
pare them  for  the  consequences  ; for  where  children  are  so 
treated,  they  are  invariably  worse.  With  respect  to  scarlatina, 
the  less  the  fever  is  which  attends  the  disease,  the  greater  I 
consider  the  danger  to  be  from  the  local  consequences,  after 
the  specific  malady  has  terminated. 

1 will  now  say  something  of  individual  poisons.  First,  I 
must  observe  that  there  is  a remarkable  dilference  as  to  the 
time  when  the  effects  of  morbid  poisons  begin  to  be  mani- 
fested; in  some  instances  twelve  months  have  been  known 
to  elapse  after  the  insertion  of  the  poison  before  the  symp- 
toms appeared.  Dr.  Babington  published  a case  in  the  Medi- 
cal Researches,  where  he  stated  that  the  symptoms  were  not 
apparent  until  the  three  hundred  and  sixty-fourth  day  after 
the  insertion  of  the  poison.  Even  the  effects  of  marsh  mias- 
mata do  not,  in  some  instances,  show  themselves  for  some 
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mouths  after  the  infection  has  been  received.  A lady  went 
into  the  country  in  August,  having  with  her  two  children  and 
two  servants.  Tlie  part  of  the  country  in  which  tliey  resided 
during  their  absence  was  damp  and  boggy  ; she  returned  again 
the  following  October  ; at  Christmas  the  youngest  child  was 
attacked  with  an  intermittent  fever,  and  a few  days  afterwards 
the  same  disease  appeared  in  the  person  of  the  eldest  daugh- 
ter ; in  succession  the  two  servants,  likewise,  had  it.  Well, 
then,  here  was  an  example  in  which  the  seed  of  an  intermit- 
tent had  been  sown  more  than  two  months  before  the  symp- 
toms were  apparent. 

Those  persons  who  have  had  ague,  and  who  arc  subsequently 
assailed  by  fevers,  or  even  the  slight  fever  attending  a cold, 
will  have  it  assume  a typhoid  character  ; what  I mean  is,  that 
fevers  in  those  individuals  who  have  had  ague  will  generally 
be  of  a typhoid  nature. 

1 will  now  speak  more  particularly  of 
Animal  Poisons. 

T/ie  fVasp  and  the  Hornet. — The  sting  of  the  wasp  and  the 
hornet  gives  rise,  in  many  cases,  to  very  great  pain  and  severe 
inflammation.  The  best  application  to  mitigate  the  effects  of 
those  stings,  is  composed  of  oue  drachm  of  opium  rubbed 
down  in  an  ounce  of  oil ; put  some  of  this  on  lint,  and  lay  it 
over  the  wound,  occasionally  changing  it ; at  the  same  time 
you  should  keep  the  bowels  open  by  aperient  medicines.  The 
poison  communicated  by 

The  Bite  of  the  Hiper  not  unfrequently  proves  destructive 
to  life  ; it  has  both  a nervous  and  arterial  influence.  A gen- 
tleman who  was  once  in  company  with  me  on  a shooting  ex- 
cursion, upon  seeing  a viper  on  the  side  of  the  bank,  struck  it 
with  the  butt-end  of  his  gun,  and  supposing  that  he  had  killed 
it,  put  his  hand  towards  it,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  it  up : 
the  reptile,  however,  was  not  dead,  but  had  merely  formed 
itself  into  a coil,  and  sprang  upon  the  gentleman’s  finger;  he 
instantly  sucked  the  wound,  and  shortly  afterwards  his  tongue 
became  paralyzed,  and  for  a time  the  faculty  of  speech  was 
entirely  lost : this  clearly  shows  that  the  poison  of  the  viper 
has  a direct  influence  upon  the  nerves,  and  that  it  affects  the 
vascular  system,  is  also  equally  evident,  for,  in  the  case  of 
this  gentleman,  the  inflammation  of  the  finger  was  very  great, 
and  extended  up  the  arm  even  to  the  shoulder  ; by  taking  ape- 
rient medicines,  and  the  application  of  poultices,  this  gentle- 
man ultimately  recovered. 

_ I here  was  a man  some  time  since  admitted  into  this  hos- 
pital in  con.sequence  of  the  bite  of  a viper;  the  power  of  speech 
in  this  patient  had  but  imperfectly  returned,  after  a lapse  of 
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six  months  from  the  infliction  of  the  injury.  Wlien  I was 
formerly  trying  some  experiments  in  comparative  anatomy,  I 
was  anxious  to  see  what  effects  were  produced  upon  living 
structure  by  the  poison  of  vipers  ; and,  with  a view  of  ascer- 
taining, I confined  a rabbit  and  viper  together,  and,  by  irri- 
tating the  viper,  induced  it  to  bite  the  ear  of  the  rabbit : the 
wounded  ear  soon  began  to  droop,  as  did  also  the  other  ear 
shortly  afterwards  ; the  animal  was  soon  seized  with  con- 
vulsive motions,  which  were  quickly  followed  by  death.  Upon 
dissection,  the  part  which  had  been  bitten  was  quite  black, 
and  the  cellular  tissue  on  that  side  of  the  animal  where  the 
wound  had  been  given,  after  the  skin  had  been  stripped  oft', 
appeared  to  have  been  di.«coloured  by  extravasated  blood.  A 
rattle-snake,  that  was  confined  in  a cage  some  time  since, 
bit  a man  iu  the  finger  ; the  patient  was  attended  by  Sir 
Everard  Home;  the  inflammation  rapidly  extended  up  the 
arm,  and  to  several  parts  of  the  body ; abscesses  were  pro- 
duced, and,  after  languishing  several  days  in  great  suffering, 
tlie  patient  died. 

Treatment  of  the  Bite  of  Vipers. — I tell  you  what  I once  did 
for  ntyself,  when  I met  with  an  accident  of  this  kind,  whilst 
trying  the  experiments  to  which  1 have  just  now  alluded. 
Among  others  1 was  in  the  habit  of  freezing  reptiles  : you  all 
know  that  a frog  may  be  frozen  so  cotupletely,  that,  by  slightly 
pulling  the  legs,  the  joints  w'ill  crackle  and  break  ; yet,  by  the 
ajjplication  of  gentle  and  w’ell  regulated  heat,  the  n)uscles 
of  the  animal,  uiiou  the  melting  of  the  blood,  will  begin  to 
tremble,  and  soon  regain  their  natural  functions  ; and  a few 
minutes  after  having  been  apparently  dead,  and  converted  into 
a solid  ])iece  of  ice,  the  animal  will  be  seen  hopping  about  the 
room. 

Vipers  also  may  be  frozen,  and  will  regain  their  actions  in 
a similar  manner.  On  one  occasion,  after  having  taken  a 
frozen  viper  out  of  the  freezing  mixture,  and  not  suspecting 
that  it  had  so  quickly  regained  its  natural  state,  1 was  bitten 
by  it  on  the  back  of  the  hand  ; this  happened  one  evening  at 
lecture ; and  the  late  Air.  Fox,  the  dentist,  who  was  present, 
and  at  tliat  period  a pupil  of  mine,  at  my  desire,  immediately 
excised  the  wound  by  means  of  a lancet,  and  I iqtplied  a ban- 
dage tightly  round  the  wrist  for  the  ])urpose  of  preventing 
absor()tion,  in  case  any  of  the  poison  had  remained.  This 
treatment  completely  succeeded,  and  not  a single  bad  symp- 
tom followed  the  injury.  'I'his  is  the  plan,  then,  that  I always 
advise  you  to  pursue  in  cases  of  this  kind  : cut  out  tlie  part 
which  has  been  stung,  aad  a[)ply  a ligature  above  the  wound, 
if  the  situation  will  admit  of  it,  with  a view  of  preventing 
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absorption.  With  respect  to  the  poison  of  rabid  animals,  pro- 
ducing the  disease  called 

Hydrophohvi,  and  which  disease  is  so  different  in  its  cha- 
racter, so  opposed  to  those  arising  from  any  of  the  other 
poisons,  so  marked  in  its  nature,  so  horrid  in  its  effects,  that 
upon  seeing  it  you  could  not  hesitate  to  form  a correct  opi- 
nion as  to  the  nature  of  the  malady.  'I'he  first  symptom  a 
person  experiences  who  has  been  bitten  by  a rabid  animal,  is 
pain  in  the  injured  part ; and  this  is  usually  felt  from  the 
third  to  the  fiftluvveek.  The  next  symptom  is  a sense  of  chil- 
liness, succeeded  by  rigors  and  heat;  then  a dillicultyof  swal- 
lowing is  felt,  not  of  liquids  in  particular,  but  of  any  sub- 
stance ; this  arises  from  the  constriction  of  the  muscles  of  the 
pharynx ; and  so  violent  are  the  spasms  of  the  throat  that, 
upon  offering  the  patient  any  thing  to  swallow,  you  would 
think  it  would  directly  occasion  suffocation  ; he  will  desist 
from  the  attempt,  and  tell  you  he  will  try  again  by  and  bye; 
upon  again  applying  the  cup  to  his  lips,  he  will  be  seized  with 
the  most  horrid  shuddering,  turn  away  to  avoid  the  sight  of 
what  he  was  about  to  take,  and  sit  down  in  a state  of  exhaus- 
tion. It  has  been  said,  that  persons  having  this  disease  bark 
like  a dog  ; this  is  not  true,  as  the  noise  is  occasioned  by  vio- 
lent inspirations  ; whereas  the  barking  of  a dog  is  the  effect 
of  exj)iratiou. 

In  hydrophobia  there  is  generally  extraordinary  irritability, 
I have  seen  two  or  three  examples  where  the  sliglitest  touch 
of  the  bed  clothes  would  produce  a sudden  impetuous  passion; 
and  in  two  children  whom  I have  seen,  they  would  beat  away 
the  bed-clothes,  and  could  not  suffer  them  to  cover  their  bo- 
dies. If  you  direct  a patient  having  hydrophobia  to  go  into  a 
warm  bath,  he  does  not  object,  but  will  tell  you  he  will  try ; 
upon  approaching  the  water,  however,  and  putting  in  his  foot, 
he  will  immediately  jump,  and  tell  you  he  cannot  enter  the 
bath.  By  persuasion,  they  have  afterwards  plunged  in,  when 
the  violence  of  the  convulsions  were  such,  that,  if  not  imme- 
diately removed,  they  would  have  been  drowned.  When  in 
the  bath,  even  the  slight  waves  striking  against  the  neck  give 
rise  to  the  most  dreadful  spasms  ; and  in  one  case,  when  the 
patient  was  in  the  bath,  and  the  medical  attendant  dashed 
some  of  the  water  against  his  face,  he  e.xclaiined,  in  great 
agony,  “ Oh,  don’t;  that  is  cruel — that  is  too  bad  : I cannot 
bear  it.”  I mention  these  circumstances  for  the  pui-pose  of 
showing  you,  that  in  Jiydrophobia  there  is  a great  excitement 
of  the  nervous  system  ; and  it  is  quite  erroneous  to  suppose 
that  all  the  symptoms  of  the  disease  are  produced  by  inflam- 
mation. In  hydrophobia  and  tetanus  the  symptoms  very 
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nearly  approach,  yet  in  the  two  diseases  there  is  a very  great 
dirfereuce. 

On  the  dissection  of  those  who  have  died  of  hydrophobia, 
there  has  been  found  inflammation  of  the  internal  surface  of 
the  pharynx  ; the  mucous  and  muscular  coats  of  the  stomach 
similarly  inflamed,  and  the  muscular  fibres  of  the  latter  in  a 
state  of  violent  contraction,  the  contents  of  the  stomach  not 
digested.  Now,  these  appearances  are  not  suflicient  to  ac- 
count for  the  symptoms,  and  the  cause  certainly  resides  in  the 
nervous  .system.  He  who  supposes,  therefore,  that  the  disease 
depends  upon  inflammation,  and  treats  it  by  bleeding,  does 
not  entertain  correct  views  of  tbe  disease  ; he  is  quite  mis- 
taken in  its  character.  Two  or  three  cases  were  treated  by 
copious  venesection  some  years  ago  in  the  East  Indies  ; the 
symptoms,  however,  were  not  those  of  hydrophobia,  but  of 
inflammation  of  the  oesophagus.  A man,  some  years  ago,  in 
the  other  hospital,  had  symptoms  resembling  hydrophobia  ; 
he  never  had  received  a bite  ; and,  upon  examination  after 
death,  the  oesophagus  situated  behind  the  heart  was  found  to 
be  greatly  inflamed;  the  symptoms  were  not  those  of  hydro- 
phobia, but  of  inflammation  of  the  oesophagus. 

I advise  you,  gentlemen,  to  read  the  paper  which  I before 
alluded  to,  published  by  Dr.  Babington,  in  which  a complete 
history  of  the  disease  was  given  ; and  you  will  there  see  that 
tlie  loss  of  blood  does  not  tend,  in  the  slightest  degree,  to  re- 
lieve the  malady. 

The  two  first  cases  that  I saw  were  treated  by  bleeding  ; 
the  loss  of  blood  reduced  the  streugih,  but  did  not  mitigate 
the  symptoms  ; on  the  contrary,  1 think  the  irritability  was 
increased  from  the  weakness  which  the  venesection  occa- 
sioned. 

A rabid  animal  w'ill  at  first  lap  fluids,  but  cannot  take 
.solids  ; will  throw  his  meat  among  the  straw,  and  bite  at 
every  thing  near  him  ; his  master  will  take  his  food  to  him, 
who  will  be  treated  by  the  animal  at  first  in  the  customary 
manner;  as  the  disease  advances,  however,  the  respect  and 
attachment  to  the  master  becomes  lost,  and  the  animal  will 
bite  him  likewise.  After  lapping  a little  water,  the  dog  will 
take  hold  of  the  vessel  between  its  teeth,  and  then  dash  it  to 
the  ground  ; thus  it  will  be  observed  that  the  natural  character 
of  the  animal  remains  for  a long  time  unchanged.  A gentle- 
man living  in  a village  had  a pointer  with  this  disease  ; he 
behaved  as  well  as  usual  in  the  field  ; would  stand,  back,  and 
bring  the  game  ; but  after  the  sporting  was  over  he  w'ould 
bite  any  animal  that  came  near  liim,  and  at  length  ran  en- 
tirely away.  Upon  c.xamining  dogs  that  died  of  this  disease. 
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there  has  been  a slight  inflammation  observed  upon  the  inter- 
nal surface  of  the  stomach  and  pharynx,  a sort  of  efflorescence ; 
and  all  Iniman  beings  who  have  died  with  this  disease  have 
been  said  to  have  had,  more  or  less,  a similar  appearance. 
A few  words  on  the 

Treatment  of  Hydrophobia. — The  best  mode  that  can  be 
adopted  is,  immediately  after  the  part  has  been  bitten,  to  cut 
it  out ; you  should  first  ascertain  at  what  depth  the  teeth  have 
entered,’  by  means  of  a probe,  and  then  take  care  to  excise  a 
sufficient  quantitj^,  and  leave  no  part  of  the  injured  integu- 
ment, cellular  membrane,  or  muscle  to  remain.  If  persons 
should  object  to  the  use  of  the  knife — foolishly  object  to  have 
the  poisoned  part  cut  away — 1 advise  you  in  such  cases  to  let 
sink  into  the  wound  a small  piece  of  the  potassa  fusa ; this 
will  readily  dissolve,  and  becoming  liquid,  its  cauterizing 
influence  vvill  be  communicated  to  each  part  of  the  wound, 
and  thus  destroy  the  influence  of  the  poison.  The  best  plan 
decidedly  is  the  immediate  excision  of  the  part,  and,  where 
it  has  been  done  directly  after  the  injury,  it  has,  1 believe,  in 
every  instance,  been  successful  in  preventing  the  disease  ; if 
this  practice  should  be  opposed,  the  next  best  plan  is  the  em- 
ployment of  the  potassa  fusa.  I am  speaking  of  these  means, 
you  will  obsei-ve,  as  |)reventives ; and,  as  for  medical  reme- 
dies, when  the  symptoms  of  hydrophobia  have  once  appeared, 
I am  not  acquainted  with  any.  Every  medicine,  1 believe,  has 
been  tried  over  and  over  again,  and  all  have  been  found  alike 
ineffectual ; the  only  thing  in  the  way  of  medicine  that  I 
think  calculated  to  do  good,  is  that  which  has  lately  been 
adopted  in  France,  viz  , the  injection  of  warm  water  into  the 
veins.  To  make  the  employment  of  the  remedy  safe,  how- 
ever, and  to  prevent  pressure  of  the  brain,  the  same  quantity 
of  blood  as  the  water  to  he  injected  should  be  previously  ab- 
stracted. With  this  precaution,  I think  the  remedy  a very 
])roper  and  feasible  one.  1 may  here  remark,  that  the  blood 
need  not  be  abstracted  before  the  injection  of  the  water,  but 
may  be  let  flow  from  one  vein  while  the  water  is  thrown  in 
at  another,  and  this  probably  would  be  the  better  plan. 


LECTURE  LIV. 


Of  Vegetablf.  and  Mineral  Poisons. 

It  remains  that  I should  say  a few  words  on  the  subject  of 
vegetable  and  mineral  poisons.  One  of  the  vegetable  poisons 
is  hemlock;  I have  not  myself  seen  any  instance  of  its  proving 
destructive  to  life  ; the  common  effects  which  it  produces  are 
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giddiness,  vomiting,  and  very  severe  pain  in  the  head.  The 
effects  of  this  poison  are  known  rather  from  history  than  from 
any  recent  observations  which  have  been  made  with  respect  to 
it.  The  Greeks  were  in  the  habit  of  putting  to  death,  by  this 
jioison,  persons  who  had  forfeited  their  lives  to  their  country  ; 
and  it  was  by  this  poison,  as  most  of  you  are  aware,  that 
Socrates  was  destroyed.  It  does  not  appear  from  the  accounts 
which  history  has  transmitted  to  us,  that  Socrates  suffered 
mnch  in  his  last  moments,  since  we  are  told  that,  during  the 
time  he  was  drinking  the  hemlock,  he  said  a cock  should  be 
sacrificed  to  ^sculapius  for  the  ease  with  which  he  departed 
life.  Tobacco  is  a highly  poisonous  substance,  though  it  is 
rarely  given  in  such  quantities  as  to  prove  destructive  to  ex- 
istence. 1 have  known  it,  however,  destroy  life,  both  when 
used  as  an  injection  and  when  applied  e.xternally.  I will 
mention  a circumstance  which  occurred  to  me,  in  order  to 
]jut  you  upon  your  guard  with  respect  to  the  use  of  tobacco 
enemata.  I witnessed  an  instance,  of  this  some  years  ago  in 
the  other  hospital,  in  a young  woman  who  had  strangulated 
hernia.  A drachm  of  tobacco  in  a pint  of  warm  water  was 
injected  into  the  intestines  to  assist  in  diminishing  the  stran- 
gulation. There  were  no  previous  symptoms  which  led  me 
to  suppose  that  the  patient  was  near  her  dissolution,  but  soon 
after  the  injection  w'as  administered  she  became  exceedingly 
depressed,  a deadly  paleness  overspread  her  body,  she  had  a 
cold  perspiration,  vomiting  increased  to  a great  degree ; soon 
after  she  became  insensible,  and  in  that  state  died.  This  was 
not  more  than  three  quarters  of  an  hour  after  she  had  taken 
the  tobacco  enema.  On  this  account  I mentioned  to  you, 
when  I was  on  the  subject  of  hernia,  that  it  was  dangerous  to 
use  this  substance  without  feeling  your  way  in  its  employment. 
It  is  better  not  to  inject  at  first  more  than  half  a drachm  of 
tobacco  in  half  a pint  of  water  ; if  the  patient  should  not  be 
affected  by  this  quantity,  another  half  drachm  may  then  be 
employed.  I am  aware  that  two  drachms  or  more  are  some- 
times injected  without  any  bad  consequences,  but  this  is  in 
cases  where  the  patient  has  considerable  strength  of  constitu- 
tion. VVhgre  the  constitution  is  delicate  and  weakly,  even  a 
drachm  of  tobacco  used  in  an  injection  will  sometimes  prove 
destructive  to  life. 

I shall  now  mention  to  you  another  circumstance  respecting 
the  external  applieation  of  tobacco.  The  mother  of  a boy, 
who  was  the  subject  of  tinea  capitis,  having  heard  that  tobacco 
was  the  best  remedy  for  this  complaint,  went  to  a tobacco 
dealer,  and  bought  some  tobacco  juice,  which,  as  1 afterwards 
learnt,  is  prepared  in  the  following  way  : — 
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A quantity  of  moist  tobacco  is  placed  between  two  rollers, 
and  very  strongly  pressed,  so  that  tbe  juice  exudes';  and,  in 
this  way,  an  extract  of  tobacco  is  produced  of  the  very  strong- 
est kind.  It  is  used  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  insects,  and 
it  is  also  employed  in  eruptive  complaints  of  sheep  and  other 
animals. 

The  woman  put  this  preparation  on  the  head  of  the  boy,  at 
one  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  : very  soon  after  he  became  pale, 
and  exceedingly  sick.  Feeling  that  purging  was  coming  on, 
he  went  to  a neces.sary  at  the  back  of  the  house,  where  he 
staid  so  long  that  his  mother  went  to  look  after  him,  and 
found  him  with  his  clothes  unbottoned,  sitting  in  an  almost 
insensible  state,  with  his  head  resting  on  his  shoulder.  He 
had  had  a copious  evacuation  into  his  clothes  ; he  was  carried 
up  stairs,  put  to  bed,  and,  at  four  in  the  afternoon  he  died. 
A surgeon  in  the  neighbourhood  hearing  of  these  circum- 
stances, communicated  them  to  me.  I attended  for  the  purpose 
of  examining  the  body,  but  did  not  find  any  appearance  of 
disease.  There  was  a little  effusion  of  fluid  between  the  scalp 
and  the  bone,  but  none  in  tbe  membranes  or  ventricles  of  the 
brain.  If  tobacco  be  introduced  in  any  quantity  into  the  sto- 
mach of  animals,  it  kills  them  very  quickly,  by  putting  a stoj) 
to  the  action  of  the  heart.  The  oil  produced  from  tobacco,  by 
burning  it,  is  highly  poisonous  ; it  destroys  if  administered  in 
very  small  quantities.  With  regard  to  its  introduction  by 
smoking,  I have  never  known  an  instance  of  death  being  pro- 
duced by  it  in  this  way. 

Opium,  administered  in  considerable  quantities,  destroys 
life  by  producing  apoplectic  symptoms.  The  first  case  of  the 
destruction  of  life  by  opium,  which  I had  an  opportunity  of 
witnessing,  was  one  in  which  the  person  was  suspected  of 
having  committed  a murder.  He  was  seen  at  a great  distance 
from  the  spot  where  the  murder  was  committed  very  shortly 
after  the  crime  was  perpetrated,  but  it  appeared  he  had  ridden 
with  extraordinary  speed  ; his  horse  was  excessively  heated. 
It  was  proved  that  he  had  passed  through  a particular  gate 
soon  after  tbe  murder,  and  other  sti'ong  circumstances  of  sus- 
picion concurred  so  as  to  leave  little  doubt  of  his  guilt.  Find- 
ing that  he  was  likely  to  be  brought  to  trial  on  this  charge, 
he  determined  to  destroy  himself,  and  for  that  purpose  he 
tr)ok  a quantity  of  solid  opium.  The  quantity  which  he  took 
was  not  exactly  ascertained.  At  twelve  o’clock  in  the  day  he 
had  apoplectic  stertor  ; on  putting  a candle  to  his  eye,  the 
pupil  did  not  contract,  and  he  was  in  a state  of  insensibility. 
Attempts  were  made  to  produce  vomiting  without  success, 
and  at  nine  o’clock  on  the  following  morning  he  died.  On 
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examination  of  tlie  body  after  death  tlie  stomach  appeared  to 
be  very  much  reddened,  and  a considerable  quantity  of  solid 
opium  was  found  in  it.  In  all  cases  of  violent  death  from 
opium,  a reddened  appearance  of  the, stomach  will  be  found. 
] do  not,  however,  believe  that  it  is  really  inflammatory;  in- 
flammation, and  a mere  error  loci  from  determination  of 
blood,  are  very  different  states  of  parts.  I do  not  believe  that 
opium  has  the  power  of  producing  inflammation  of  the  sto- 
mach, and  1 mention  this  that  it  may  guide  your  judgment  if 
you  should  be  called  upon  to  give  evidence  in  a court  of  jus- 
tice in  a case  of  this  kind.  You  should  make  up  your  minds 
never  to  give  an  opinion  as  to  the  death  of  an  individual 
being  produced  by  a vegetable  poison,  unless  you  find  that 
vegetable  poison  in  the  stomacli,  or  some  other  strong  proof 
be  given  that  it  was  administered.  No  appearances  after  death 
ought  to  induce  you  to  take  an  oath  that  an  individual  has 
perished  by  a vegetable  poison.  1 may  here  mention  that  Mr. 
Hunter  himself  u.sed  to  lament  that  he  had  not  taken  the 
same  precaution  on  the  occasion  of  a trial  which  agitated  the 
public  mind  very  much  forty  years  ago.  He  regretted  that  he 
iiad  not  made  more  experiments  on  the  subject  of  poisons 
before  giving  an  opinion  in  a court  of  justice.  He  found  him- 
self a good  deal  embarrassed  on  that  occasion;  the  lawyers 
took  advantage  of  his  embarrassment;  and  he  used  to  express 
his  regret  publicly  in  his  lectures  that  he  had  not  given  more 
attention  to  the  subject  before  he  ventured  to  give  an  opinion 
in  a court  of  justice.  When  opium  is  taken  in  considerable 
doses  for  a length  of  time,  the  result  is,  that  it  renders  the 
complexion  of  the  person  extremely  sallow',  it  produces  ob- 
stinate costiveness,  and  indeed  arrests  all  the  secretions.  It 
also  very  much  diminishes  the  virile  power  and  the  disposition 
to  sexual  intercourse.  1 have  known  several  instances  of  its 
producing  this  last  effect,  when  it  has  been  taken  for  a length 
of  time.  We  read,  indeed,  that  the  Turks  are  in  the  habit  of 
taking  opium  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  propensity  to 
indulge  in  sexual  intercourse ; but,  as  far  as  I have  had  an 
opportunity  of  judging  of  this  fact,  opium  produces  quite  an 
o|)posite  effect.  A gentleman,  who  had  taken  opium  very 
freely  in  consequence  of  the  exhilarating  effects  it  at  first  pro- 
duced, told  me  that  for  a long  time  he  had  suffered  no  incon- 
venience from  it,  and  that  he  always  found  his  pulse  increased 
in  quickness  by  its  use.  In  general,  the  pulse  is  not  increased 
in  quickness:  persons  who  take  opium  have  a quick  pulse, 
which  becomes  slow  and  full  under  each  additional  dose,  and 
at  this  time  they  feel  incrca.sed  strength  and  exhilaration.  In 
some  cases,  it  is  true,  opium  produces  a quickness  of  pulse. 
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A student  of  this  hospital,  who  made  a number  of  experi- 
ments to  ascertain  the  effects  of  opium,  found  that  when  he 
took  it  in  considerable  doses,  his  pulse  rose  from  75  to  86j 
and  then  began  to  decline  till  it  fell  to  65.  Opium,  when 
taken  in  considerable  quantities,  after  a time  puts  a stop  to  all 
the  secretions  ; the  semen  is  secreted  in  very  small  quantities, 
and  in  some  cases  it  is  scarcely  secreted  at  all.  A married 
man,  who  took  opium  very  freely,  declared  to  me,  that,  though 
he  slept  very  regularly  with  his  wife,  it  was  rather  a matter 
of  ceremony  thah  of  practical  duty,  for  he  never  felt  the 
slightest  disposition  to  sexual  intercourse.  I knew  a man 
who  had  during  two  years  taken  very  large  quantities  of  opium 
for  pains  in  his  bowels,  who  also  declared  to  me,  that  he 
never  had  the  least  inclination  for  amatory  indulgence.  The 
nerves  are  rendered  highly  irritable  by  opium.  A gentleman, 
who  was  in  the  habit  of  taking  opium,  came  into  my  room, 
where  tlie  window  was  not  quite  fastened,  and  the  wind 
whistled  a little  behind  it.  After  chatting  for  a short  time, 
he  rose  in  a state  of  violent  agitation,  and  mshing  to  the 
window,  exclaimed,  “ f can  bear  it  no  longer  ; this  d— d 
j^lolian  haip  will  distract  me.”  This  irritable  state  of  the 
nerves,  produced  by  opium,  is  relieved  by  a fresh  dose  : it 
becomes  absolutely  necessary  to  the  patient,  and  the  nervous- 
ness produced  by  the  opium  of  yesterday  is  relieved  by  the 
opium  of  to-day.  'J’he  largest  quantity  of  opium  I have  ever 
known  taken,  was  swallowed  by  a pupil  in  this  hospital.  He 
sent  for  half  a |)int  of  the  tincture  of  opium,  for  which  he 
wrote  a prescription.  The  chemist  had  not  quite  half  a pint, 
but  he  sent  somewhat  more  than  seven  ounces.  Of  this  quan- 
tity the  pupil  took  so  much,  that  not  more  than  a tea-spoonful 
was  left  in  the  phial ; he  must  have  taken,  therefore,  about 
six  ounces  and  six  drachms.  As  this  young  man  was  a dresser 
of  mine,  I felt  particularly  anxious  about  him  ; and,  being 
informed,  during  lecture,  that  he  had  taken  laudanum  to 
destroy  himself,  I immediately  went  to  the  house  of  Mr, 
Phillips,  the  surgeon,  in  Union-street,  where  he  was  lodging. 
They  were  very  properly  walking  him  to  and  fro,  and  a quan- 
tity of  the  flour  of  mustard  in  water  had  been  given  to  him, 
with  a view  of  producing  vomiting,  but  without  success.  I 
ordered  him  a large  dose  of  the  sulphate  of  zinc;  but  this 
did  not  produce  vomiting,  though  it  occasioned  irritation  in 
the  throat.  I directed  the  sulphate  of  zinc  to  be  repeated  ; 
and  on  quitting  the  house  I met  Dr.  Marcet,  my  colleague  at 
Ouy’s,  to  whom  1 communicated  the  circumstances.  Dr. 
Marcet  immediately  said,  “ Pray  give  him  fifteen  grains  of 
the  sulphate  of  copper.”  We  gave  him  this  quantity  of  the 
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sulphate  of  copper,  which,  very  shortly  after  it  had  entered 
the  stomach,  produced  vomiting  ; and  he  threw  up  a quantity 
of  liquid,  smelling  very  Strongly  of  opium.  He  was  kept 
constantly  in  motion,  the  vomiting  was  assisted  by  copious 
draughts  of  warm  water,  and  in  this  way  he  recovered.  Two 
days  after,  I met  him  in  the  square  of  the  hospital,  and  asked 
him,  how  he  did.’  “ Why,  (said  he),  my  throat  is  a little 
sore  from  the  effects  of  the  sulphate  of  copper.”  “ And  how 
came  you  to  take  the  opium  ?”  said  I.  “ Why,  sir,  (said 
he),  1 will  tell  you;  I think  my  teeth  are  not  so  white  as 
they  used  to  be  ; the  women  observe  this,  and  no  longer  re- 
gard me  with  the  same  affection  ; tliis  it  is  which  makes  me 
miserable.”  laugh.)  Perceiving  that  he  was  mad,  I took 
measures  to  have  him  placed  under  the  care  of  his  friends.  I 
have  known  persons  take  a drachm  of  opium  day  after  day,  in 
divided  doses.  A Turk,  who  was  selling  rhubarb  at  the 
other  hospital,  being  asked  how  much  opium  he  could  eat, 
showed  us  how  much  on  his  fingers.  A drachm  of  solid 
opium  was  given  to  him,  and  he  chewed  it  before  us.  People 
often  ruin  themselves  by  a disposition  to  take  opium.  I knew 
a woman,  in  tolerable  circumstances,  in  a village  in  Norfolk, 
who  was  in  the  habit  of  taking  large  quantities  of  opium  ; she 
would  buy  a pint  of  laudanum  at  a time,  at  a chemist’s  shop, 
and,  if  any  remaiued  after  filling  her  bottle,  she  would  drink 
it  off  in  a wine  glass.  This  woman  was  at  last  unable  to  buy 
her  opium,  and  she  became  a pauper  in  the  parish  in  which 
she  resided.  It  is  a habit  which  grows  upon  persons  exces- 
sively, and  ought  never  to  be  indulged.  Opium  applied  e.x- 
ternally,  will  produce  poisonous  effects;  not  so  soon,  indeed, 
as  when  it  is  administered  internally,  but  with  equal  certainty. 
If  you  apply  opium  over  an  extensive  surface  of  sore,  it  will 
produce  obstinate  costiveness,  and  violent  pain  in  the  head,  a 
furred  brown  tongue,  and  a high  degree  of  fever.  I remem- 
ber a man  in  the  other  hospital  who  laboured  under  these 
symptoms,  in  consequence  of  having  opium  applied  over  an 
extensive  ulcer.  It  was  not  at  first  thought  that  tlie  opium 
produced  these  effects  ; but  upon  it.s  being  suspended,  the 
symptoms  disappeared.  I have  known  opium  in  water  ap- 
plied on  the  surface  of  a .scald  in  a child,  which,  I really  be- 
lieve, occasioned  its  death.  It  produced  violent  constipation 
of  tlie  bowels,  and  convulsive  motion  in  the  eyes  of  the  child. 
You  should  never  apply  opium  over  any  extensive  wound.  If 
opium  be  injected  into  the  veins  of  an  animal,  the  pulse  will 
be  so  quickened,  that  it  can  with  difficulty  be  reckoned.  It 
will  then  become  so  convulsed,  that  you  can  scarcely  hold  it 
on  the  table.  In  about  five  minutes  it  is  tranquillized,  and 
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the  pulse  gradually  sinks,  until  it  is  hardly  perceptible  ; after 
an  hour,  the  pulse  is  reduced  to  from  20°  to  30°  below  the 
ordinary  pulsation,  which  in  a dog  is  from  110  to  130.  The 
animal  becomes  sleepy  at  the  same  time  that  its  pulse  is  re- 
duced. With  respect  to  the  treatment  of  persons  who  have 
taken  considerable  quantities  of  opium,  active  emetics  should 
be  immediately  administered,  if  you  have  an  opportunity  of 
doing  so  ; such  as  the  sulphate  of  zinc  or  the  sulphate  of 
copper.  But  it  will  often  ha|)pen  that  you  have  not  tlrese 
substances  at  hand  : you  must  endeavour  in  that  case  to 
excite  as  much  irritation  as  possible  in  the  throat,  with  a view 
of  producing  vomiting.  1 certainly  think,  however,  after  the 
experiment  which  you  had  an  opportunity  of  witnessing  in 
this  theatre,  and  that  which  was  made  on  the  dog  in  the  other 
hospital,  that  the  instrument  for  evacuating  the  stomach  af- 
fords the  best  means  of  saving  persons,  who  would  other- 
wise perish  under  the  influence  of  opium.  I mentioned  to 
you  on  a former  occasion  the  case  of  a young  lady  who  had 
taken  opium,  in  which  every  means  which  I could  employ  for 
the  purpose  of  producing  vomiting  proved  completely  una- 
vailing. When  the  oesophagus  has  lost  its  functions,  which 
it  soon  does  from  the  influence  of  opium,  no  stimulating  sub- 
stances will  produce  the  least  effect  upon  it.  I sat  hour  after 
hpur  by  the  side  of  this  young  lady,  watching  her  progress  to 
dissolution,  without  being  in  the  least  able  to  prevent  it.  If, 
however,  I had  been  acquainted  with  the  instrument  which 
iias  been  since  invented,  I should  have  used  it  with  the  pro- 
bability of  success.  'Phis  instrument  enables  us  not  merely  to 
remove  the  poison  from  the  stomach,  but  also  to  throw  in 
water  in  cotisiderable  quantities,  and  to  introduce  stimulating 
remedies  after  the  opium  is  removed,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
storing the  functions  of  the  nervous  system  ; and  this  in  cases 
where  emetics  cannot  be  even  swallowed.  I certainly  do  ex- 
pect the  happiest  results  in  such  cases  from  the  invention  of 
this  instrument.  The  man  who  first  suggested  such  an  idea 
deserves  well  of  his  country,  and  they  who  oppose  it  until  the 
instrument  has  been  fairly  tried  and  found  useless,  must  be 
destitute  of  understanding.  Persons  who  object  to  a pro- 
position merely  because  it  is  new,  or  who  endeavour  to  de- 
tract from  the  merit  of  the  man  who  first  gives  efficacy  to  a 
new  idea  by  demonstrating  its  usefulness  and  applicability, 
are  foolish,  unmanly,  envious  and  illiberal  objectors ; they 
are  unworthy  of  the  designation  either  of  professional  men  or 
of  gentlemen. 

1 will  take  this  opportunity  of  mentioning  to  you,  that  the 
new  medicine — iodine,  which  is  now  much  employed  in  en- 
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largements  of  the  glands,  in  the  form  of  hydiiodate  of  potash, 
is  a very  active  poison,  and  you  should  be  very  much  on  your 
guard  in  employing  it.  I witnessed  very  lately  an  instance  of 
an  over-dose  of  this  substance  producing  the  most  violent  con- 
vulsive symptoms.  The  quantity  of  iodine  taken  was  less  than 
that  which  is  often  given,  but  it  was  an  over-dose  to  this 
patient.  There  were  forty  drops  of  the  tincture  in  a mixture 
of  six  ounces,  and  he  was  desired  to  take  three  table-spoon- 
fuls three  times  a day ; he  had  only  taken  three-fourths  of 
the  mixture,  when  he  was  seized  with  the  most  violent  con- 
vulsions ; his  hands,  legs,  and  feet,  were  kept  in  constant  in- 
voluntary motion ; and  he  declared,  that  during  the  whole 
night  he  resembled  a person  in  the  act  of  fighting  and  wrest- 
ling. Dr.  Marcet  mentioned  to  me  the  case  of  a lady,  on  the 
continent,  who  destroyed  herself  by  taking  this  medicine  ; 
she  thought  she  could  manage  it  herself ; took  it  for  several 
days,  and  increased  the  doses.  She  was  seized  with  violent 
vomiting,  purging,  excessive  pain  in  the  stomaah,  and  convul- 
sive symptoms,  and  in  this  state  she  died.  It  is  a dangerous 
remedy  when  used  internally,  and  I do  not  think  its  merits 
as  an  internal  medicine  are  at  all  equal  to  those  which  it  pos- 
sesses as  an  external  application. 

I shall  proceed  to  say  a few  words  on  the  mineral  poisons. 
Arsenic  is  a poison  very  commonly  taken  for  the  purpose  of 
committing  suicide  : very  soon  after  this  poison  is  swallowed, 
the  most  excruciating  pain  is  felt  in  the  stomach  ; besides 
this  effect  on  the  stomach  it  produces  excessive  vomiting, 
violent  spasmodic  contractions  of  the  muscles  of  the  ab- 
domen, twitchings  and  convulsive  motions  of  the  hands, 
'ilie  pain  is  so  horrible,  that  much  as  we  may  lament  the  want 
of  firmness  which  leads  to  the  commission  of  suicide,  we  de- 
plore still  more  the  suffering  occasioned  by  a poison  which 
produces  such  excruciating  torture  as  arsenic.  A person  vvho 
has  taken  a sufficient  quantity  of  arsenic  to  destroy  life,  dies 
about  nine  hours  after  having  taken  it.  During  that  time  he 
suffers  the  most  excruciating  agony  until  within  two  hours  of 
his  death,  when  his  pain  is  somewliat  mitigated  ; he  is  then 
convulsed,  his  body  is  perfectly  pallid,  and  covered  with  a 
cold  perspiration  ; and  his  faeces  pass  off  involuntarily.  On 
examination  of  the  body  after  death,  a very  large  quantity  of 
mucus  appears  to  be  thrown  out,  in  consequence  of  the  irri- 
tation produced  by  the  arsenic.  This  is  a sort  of  defence  set 
op  by  nature— a quantity  of  mucilaginous  matter  being  pro- 
duced, which  is  for  a time  capable  of  supporting  the  o.xide  of 
arsenic,  so  as  to  keep  it  from  the  coats  of  the  stomach.  When 
the  quantity  is  large,  the  poison  penetrates  through  this  mu- 
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cilaginous  secretion,  affects  the  internal  coats  of  tlic  stoniacli, 
and  produces  gangrene.  The  inflaniination,  however,  is  not 
general,  but  affects  only  particular  spots.  When  the  poison 
passes  tlie  bounds  of  the  stomach,  and  passes  the  duodenum, 
it  stiil  produces  ulcerated  spots  of  a gangrenous  colour,  the 
inflammation  not  being  generally  diffused.  If,  tlierefore,  you 
should  be  called  upon  in  a court  of  justice  to  say  whether  you 
believe  a person  to  liave  been  poisoned  by  arsenic,  your  judg- 
ment must  be  guided  by  the  following  appearances  ; — If  the 
jierson  has  died  by  the  effects  of  arsenic,  you  will  find  a 
large  quantity  of  mucus  secreted  in  the  stomach,  a part  of  the 
arsenic  supported  in  the  mucus,  and  gangrenous  spots  in  the 
internal  parts  of  the  stomach.  Having  found  these  appear- 
ances, and  carefully  WEished  out  the  stomach,  it  is  better 
to  send  the  contents  to  some  person  who  is  in  the  habit  of 
making  chemical  experiments.  A medical  man,  unless  he  is 
a first  rate  chemist,  ought  not  to  depend  upon  his  own  ex- 
periments in  cases  where  the  lives  of  individuals  may,  per- 
haps he  involved  in  the  decision.  He  should  content  himself 
with  carefully  collecting  the  contents  of  the  stomach,  and 
sending  them  to  be  analysed  by  a professed  chemist.  The 
dose  of  arsenic,  when  it  is  given  as  a medicine,  is  five  drops 
of  the  arseniate  of  potash  three  times  a-day  at  the  commence- 
ment. This  dose  may  be  increased  at  the  utmost  to  fifteen 
drops.  Few  stomachs  can  bear  it  to  that  extent;  and,  in 
general,  when  I give  this  medicine  with  a view  to  the  removal 
of  lany  periodical  disease  of  the  intermittent  form,  I begin 
with  five  drops  three  times  a day,  and  veiy  rarely  increase  it 
beyond  twelve  drops.  The  bad  effects  which  this  medicine 
produces  after  a time,  often  leads  us  to  regret  that  we  should 
have  employed  it  at  all.  It  occasions  pain  in  the  stomach,  a 
disordered  state  of  the  bowels,  oedematous  swellings  in  the 
face,  and  in  the  hands  and  feet,  from  which  it  is  often  a long 
time  before  the  patient  recovers.  With  respect  to  the  exter- 
nal application  of  arsenic,  you  should  be  very  much  on  your 
guard  in  its  employment.  I remember  a patient  in  the  other 
hospital,  who  had  a fungus  in  the  eye,  to  which  the  solution 
of  arsenic  vvas  very  liberally  applied  ; he  complained  very 
muph  of  pain  in  the  stomach,  and  the  lesult  was  that  he  died 
of  inflammation  in  that  organ.  On  examination  of  the  body 
after  death,  the  stomach  exhibited  the  peculiar  inflammatory 
appearances  produced  by  the  poison  of  arsenic.  It  is  a curious 
circumstance,  that  if  arsenic  be  injected  into  the  blood- 
vessels it  kills,  by  producing  inflammation  in  the  stomach. 
There  are  few  subjects  which  have  been  less  attended  to  than 
the  disposition  that  exists  in  some  parts  of  the  body  to  be  act- 
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ed  upon  by  certain  medicines,  to  the  exclusion  of  other  parts. 
Thus,  if  ipecacuanha  be  injected  into  the  veins,  it  still  acts  by 
producing  vomiting ; if  arsenic  be  injected,  it  produces  vo- 
miting and  inflammation  of  tlie  stomach  ; introduced  in  this 
way,  it  destroys  life  in  three  or  four  hours,  and  if  in  large 
doses,  it  will  sometimes  prove  fatal  in  twenty  minutes.  If 
oxymuriate  of  mercury  be  injected  into  the  veins,  it  produces 
the  destruction  of  life  by  inflammation,  not  only  of  the  sto- 
mach, but  of  the  intestines  ; when  received  into  the  stomach, 
it  acts  both  on  the  stomacli  and  intestine  ; and  when  injected 
into  the  veins,  it  acts  equally  on  both.  Arsenic  produces  in- 
flammation of  the  stomach  only,  and  not  of  the  Intestinal 
canal.  Tartrite  of  antimony  and  ipecacuanha  both  produce 
vomiting,  wheu  injected  into  the  veins.  It  appears,  therefore, 
that  you  can  only  influence  certain  parts  of  the  body  by  par- 
ticular medicines,  in  whatever  way  those  medicines  may  be 
introduced  into  the  circulation.  Certain  substances  have  uni- 
formly specific  effects  on  particular  parts  of  the  body ; thus 
cantharides  act  on  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  aloes  on  the  rec- 
tum ; and  other  medicines,  which  we  are  in  the  habit  of  using, 
have  an  influence  on  one  part  of  the  body,  to  the  exclusion  of 
all  the  rest.  This  subject  is  well  deserving  of  attention ; it 
has  been  but  little  investigated,  and  affords  an  ample  field  for 
research  and  useful  discovery.  The  oxymuriate  of  mercury  is 
often  used  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  life  ; it  produces  vo- 
miting and  purging,  great  depression  of  strength,  coldness 
of  the  extremities,  and  death  frequently  ensues  in  the  course 
of  a few  hours.  With  respect  to  the  means  which  should  be 
employed  with  a view  of  removing  the  oxymuriate  of  mer- 
cury from  the  stomach,  I will  tell  you  what  I believe  to  be  the 
best  remedy  to  resort  to  at  the  moment,  for  it  will  often  hap- 
pen that  you  cannot  obtain  the  best  chemical  preparations  for 
that  purpose.  It  is  well  known  that  the  carbonate  of  potash 
or  soda  decomposes  this  substance.  What  I should  advise 
you  to  do,  therefore,  would  be  to  mix  a quantity  of  soap  with 
warm  water,  and,  making  it  as  thick  a lather  as  you  can,  give 
it  in  large  quantities  to  the  patient.  I have  myself  tried  this 
remedy,  and  my  patient  recovered,  whether  post  hoc  or  prop- 
ter hoc,  I will  not  decide ; but  my  belief  is,  that  I could  not 
have  administered  a better  remedy  than  that  which  suggest- 
ed itself  to  me  on  the  sudden,  if  I had  been  in  Apothecaries’ 
Hall.  'ITie  alkali  of  the  soap  immediately  decomposes  the 
oxymuriate  of  mercury,  while  the  greasy  matter  sheaths  the 
stomach,  and  checks  the  further  influence  of  any  portion  of 
the  substance  which  might  remain.  This,  therefore,  appears 
to  be  the  be-st  extemporaneous  remedy  you  can  employ  in  such 
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cases.  Diluents  should  be  given  to  a very  considerable  ex- 
tent, as  well  as  the  alkali. 

ft  may  appear  that  I am  disposed  to  think  too  well  of  the 
instrument  to  which  I before  adverted,  when  I state  that  I 
believe  that  the  syringe  may  also  be  successfully  employed  for 
the  purpose  of  removing  the  oxymuriate  of  mercury  from  the 
stomach.  I should  certainly  prefer  it  to  any  other  means  ; 
but  instead  of  using  simple  water,  I should  throw  in  a quan- 
tity of  soap  and  water ; then  withdraw  it.  I should  repeat 
this  operation  uiHil  the  stomach  was  entirely  cleansed.  It 
has  been  suggested,  that  although  this  instrument  may  be 
used  with  success  for  the  purpose  of  removing  the  vegetable 
poisons  from  the  stomach,  yet  it  would  not  succeed  in  cases 
of  poisou  by  arsenic  or  corrosive  sublimate.  This  I do  not 
believe.  With  respect  to  arsenic,  I am  aware  that,  if  it  were 
taken  in  the  solid  form,  and  a considerable  portion  had  fallen 
on  the  stomach,  it  would  be  impossible  to  remove  it ; but,  as 
it  is  usually  taken  in  powder,  1 think  the  instrument  is  very 
capable  of  removing  it,  because  it  will  be  for  a considerable 
time,  at  least,  kept  in  solution  by  the  mucus  which  is  thrown 
out  from  the  surface  of  the  stomach,  and  in  this  state  it  may 
be  removed.  At  all  events  this  deserves  a trial.  They  who 
suppose  that  the  arsenic  adheres  to  the  internal  coats  of  the 
stomach  so  that  it  cannot  be  removed,  have  never  made  any 
experiments  with  the  oxide  of  arsenic  ; it  does  not  adhere  to 
the  coats,  but  it  is  lifted  from  them  by  mucus.  With  respect 
to  the  influence  of  lead,  1 have  but  little  to  observe.  In  colica 
pictonum,  where  we  have  an  opportunity  of  observing  its  effects, 
no  inflammation  appears  to  be  produced  in  the  stomach.  This 
disease  seems  to  be  entirely  spasmodic  ; it  will  be  right  to  ad- 
minister large  quantities  of  castor  oil,  and  emetics.  I have 
known  persons  suddenly  lose  the  use  of  one  side  from  the 
effects  of  lead.  I once  observed  that  a boy,  who  was  at  work 
at  my  house,  had  paraplegia  ; and  I asked  him  how  he  came 
to  lose  the  use  of  his  side.  “ Why,  sir,  (said  he),  very  fool- 
ishly I had  some  lead  in  my  pocket,  as  I was  going  home  to 
my  master’s,  and  on  the  road  I bought  some  gooseberries, 
and  put  them  into  my  pocket.  I found  that  the  mixture  of 
lead  only  made  the  fruit  sweeter ; so  I finished  my  gooseber- 
ries, and  on  the  following  morning  I lost  the  use  of  my 
side.” 

I shall  conclude  this  lecture  by  shewing  you  the  effect  of  a 
powerful  poison  called  ticunas,  with  which  the  Indians,  in  the 
back  settlements  of  Demerara,  arm  their  arrows.  There  is  a 
very  minute  portion  of  the  poison  on  a stick  in  this  little  box, 
which  IS  suffleieut,  however,  to  poison  every  one  of  you.  I 
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shall  insert  a small  particle,  I know  not  what  fraction  of  a 
grain,  into  the  cellular  tissue  of  a rabbit,  and  you  will  see 
that,  in  the  space  of  three  or  four  minutes,  the  animal  will 
die,  without  appearing  to  suffer  the  least  pain.  It  will  pro- 
bably continue  to  eat  the  parsley  on  the  table  till  it  dies. 

[The  first  rabbit  on  which  the  learned  professor  performed 
the  experiment,  walked  about  the  table,  and  partook  of  his 
parsley,  but  declined  dying  at  the  end  of  four  minutes.  Whe- 
ther the  poison  were  not  effectually  introduced  within  the 
cellular  tissue,  or  whether  this  rabbit  was  blessed  with  an 
idiosyncrasy  which  rendered  him  insensible  to  its  effects,  we 
will  not  decide ; certain  it  is,  that  he  continued  to  eat  his 
parsley  with  a provoking  vivaciousness  up  to  the  moment  we 
left  the  theatre.  The  learned  professor  introduced  a minute 
portion  of  the  poison  within  the  cellular  tissue  of  a second 
rabbit,  on  which  it  soon  produced  the  usual  deadly  effects. 
It  appeared  to  suffer  no  pain,  but  at  the  expiration  of  three 
minutes,  its  hinder  extremities  were  paralysed  ; in  three 
minutes  and  a half  it  appeared  to  be  insensible,  and  at  the  end 
of  four  minutes  it  rolled  on  its  back,  and  died.] 


LECTURE  LV. 


The  subject  of  this  evening’s  lecture  will  be  the 
Venereal  Disease. 

There  are  two  poisons  communicated  by  venereal  inter- 
course : one  the  poison  of  gonorrhoea,  which,  falling  upon  a 
mucous  surface,  produces  from  that  surface  a discharge  of 
matter  which  is  infectious ; the  other,  the  poison  of  syphilis, 
being  applied  to  the  surface  of  the  skin,  or,  as  far  as  is  known 
at  present,  to  any  surface,  produces  inflammation  and  ulce- 
ration, forming  a sore  which  is  called  chancre ; the  discharge 
from  this,  being  received  into  the  absorbent  glands,  occasions 
bubo,  and,  being  conveyed  into  the  circulation,  produces  in- 
flammation and  ulceration  in  the  throat,  on  the  skin,  the  pe- 
riosteum, and  the  bones. 

Of  Virulent  Gonorrhcea. 

When  gonorrhoeal  matter  is  applied  to  the  urethra,  the  fol- 
lowing symptoms  generally  arise  in  three  or  four  days  after 
its  application  : — The  patient  first  experiences  a sense  of  titil- 
lation  in  the  urethra,  as  if  a drop  of  urine  were  contained  in 
it.  This  directs  his  attention  to  the  part ; and  he  finds  that 
the  lips  of  the  urethra  are  red,  and  that  there  is  a slight  mu- 
cous discharge.  The  next  circumstances  which  takes  place 
are  these  : the  urethra  begins  to  be  aflTccted  with  considerable 
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heat,  and  he  experiences  pain  in  discharging  his  urine ; this 
state  is  called  ardor  urina:.  The  pain  increases  till  it  be- 
comes, in  many  cases,  excessively  severe  ; there  is  an  appear- 
ance of  threads  mixed  with  the  urine,  which  arises  from  the 
adhesive  inflammation  in  the  lacunae  of  the  urethra.  The 
next  effect  is  a considerable  diminution  in  the  stream,  the 
swollen  state  of  the  urethra  contracting  the  size  of  the  canal. 
The  urine  is  often  discharged  in  two,  three,  or  more  streams, 
in  consequence  of  the  contracted  and  irregular  state  of  the 
urethra.  At  first  the  discharge  from  the  urethra  is  mucous, 
but  after  a little  time  it  assumes  a purulent  ap|)earance.  The 
matter  becomes  yellow,  and,  if  the  inflammation  is  very  con- 
siderable, green  ; and  it  is  often  intermixed  with  blood,  so  as 
to  give  a sanious  appearance  to  the  discharge.  You  are  en- 
abled, therefore  from  the  colour  and  appearance  of  the  mat- 
ter, to  judge  of  the  degree  of  inflammation  in  the  urethra. 
These  are  the  circumstances  which  occur  with  respect  to  the 
appearance  of  the  matter.  I should  observe  to  you,  that 
although  the  appearance  of  this  fluid  is  purulent,  it  has  not 
really  the  character  of  common  pus.  If  you  examine  the  dis- 
charge by  the  aid  of  a magnifying  power,  you  will  find  that, 
though  there  may  be  some  few  globules  of  pus,  the  greater 
part  of  the  discharge  is  mucus.  The  time  this  matter  will 
continue  to  discharge  is  quite  indefinite.  It  is  said  that  go- 
norrheea  will  wear  itself  out,  but  it  will  sooner  wear  out 
the  patience  of  the  patient.  I have  known  it  continue  for 
months,  and  I shall  have  occasion  to  mention  a case  in  which 
it  continued  to  be  infectious  during  all  that  time.  It  some- 
times continues  for  so  long  a time,  notwithstanding  all  the 
means  which  may  be  employed  for  its  cure,  as  to  be  an  op- 
probrium to  our  art.  Iii  no  case,  however,  ought  you  to 
rely  on  the  efforts  of  nature  for  its  cure;  for,  in  general, 
you  may  very  much  expedite  the  cure  by  adopting  a judicious 
method  of  treatment.  Besides  these  external  effects  on  the 
urethra,  gonorrhoea  takes  also  an  internal  course.  It  does 
not  confine  itself  in  its  external  effects,  to  the  beginning  of 
the  urethra,  but  often  produces  an  erysipelatous  inflamma- 
tion of  the  glands  and  fraenum,  occasioning  effusion  into  the 
prepuce  and  phymosis.  The  absorbent  vessels  on  the  dorsum 
penis  often  become  enlarged  and  hard,  and  produce  little  ab- 
scesses, which  go  on  to  suppuration.  The  glands  of  the  groin 
are  sympathetically  affected,  and  in  a first  gonorrhoea,  sel- 
dom fail  to  become  enlarged  and  painful.  Where  this  effect 
takes  place  from  gonorrhoea,  several  glands  of  the  groin  are 
affected  at  the  same  time  : whereas,  in  the  absorption  of  the 
poison  of  syphilis,  a single  gland  only  is  enlarged  on  each 
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side.  Abscesses  are  very  rarely  occasioned  by  a sympathetic 
enlargement  of  the  glands  of  the  groin  from  gonorrhoea ; they 
may  almost  always  be  prevented  by  proper  attention  on  the 
part  of  the  surgeon.  When  I say  the  glands  of  the  groin 
are  sympathetically  affected,  I am  aware  that  this  is  not  a 
strictly  proper  term  for  this  species  of  irritation,  because 
the  swelling  nndoubtedly  arises  in  consequence  of  the  go- 
norrhoeal Inflammation  running  along  the  course  of  the 
absorbent  glands  ; it  is  a continuation  of  the  inflamma- 
tion along  the  course  of  the  absorbent  vessels.  With  re- 
spect to  the  internal  course  of  gonorrhoea,  the  effusion  in  the 
urethra  often  proceeds  further  than  the  original  seat  of  the 
inflammation.  Swelling  and  suppuration  often  take  place  in 
the  mouths  of  the  lacunae ; matter  is  very  commonly  accumu- 
lated in  the  lacunae,  and  especially  in  the  lacuna  magna, 
which  may  be  known  by  a swelling  and  fluctuation  on  the 
sides  of  the  fraenum.  Irritation  and  inflammation  also  take 
place  in  the  corpora  spongiosa,  producing  that  painful  state  of 
the  parts  termed  chordee,  in  which  the  penis  feels  as  if  it 
were  bound  down,  so  as  to  prevent  a complete  extension. 
The  penis  is  sometimes  curved,  and  sometimes  turned  consi- 
derably to  one  side.  The  next  effect  of  gonorrhoea  is  the  pro- 
duction of  stricture,  which  is  generally  seated  near  the  bulb 
of  the  urethra,  and  arises  from  the  diminished  diameter  of 
the  canal,  in  consequence  of  the  thickening  of  the  part  from 
inflammation  ; another  effect  is  an  inflammatory  state  of  the 
muscles  of  the  perineum,  accompanied  with  great  irritation, 
and  violent  spasmodic  contractions. 

The  inflammation  sometimes  extends  itself  to  the  spot 
w’here  the  vasa  deferentia  open  at  the  verumoiitauum,  produc- 
ing a swelling,  which  was  absurdly  called  hernia  humoralis. 
When  it  extends  to  the  prostatic  part  of  the  urethra,  there  is 
great  irritation  at  the  neck  of  the  bladder ; the  patient  is 
often  under  the  necessity  of  pressing  on  the  perineum  when 
he  makes  water,  and  soon  after  inflammation  of  the  testicle 
begins. 

Whenever  an  old  fool  gets  a gonorrhoea,  it  is  generally  ac- 
companied with  an  enlarged  state  of  the  prostate  gland,  and 
he  rarely  escapes  without  experiencing  the  most  excruciating 
suffering  from  this  cause.  It  rarely  happens  that  an  old  man 
gets  this  disease  without  having  bitter  reason  to  repent  of  his 
folly,  'file  bladder  becomes  affected,  in  consequence  of  the 
gonorrhoeal  inflammation  ; it  becomes  highly  irritable,  and 
the  patient  experiences  a constant  inclination  to  make  water. 
Thus  gonorrhoea  produces  various  effects,  not  only  in  its  ex- 
ternakbut  in  its  internal  course  ; such  as  abscesses  in  the  la- 
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cuna;,  strictme,  inflammation  of  the  prostate  gland,  and  irri- 
tability of  the  bladder.  It  is  not  so  .simple  a disease,  there- 
fore, as  yon  might  at  first  be  disposed  to  imagine.  There  is 
no  comparison  as  to  the  difficulty  of  getting  rid  of  syphilis 
and  gonorrhoea  ; syphilis  is  a disease  which  a child  may  gene- 
rally cure ; gonorrhoea  is  a disease  which  very  often  baffles 
the  longest  experience,  and  the  greatest  professional  skill. 

Having  de.scribed  to  you  the  symptoms  of  gonorrhoea,  I 
.shall  make  a few  general  observations  on  the  disease,  before 
I proceed  to  spealv  of  the  treatment  of  it.  In  the  first  place, 
what  is  the  time  in  which  it  appears  after  connexion  ? 'I'he 
usual  limit  is  from  four  to  seven  days ; it  is  seldom  under 
four,  and  very  rarely  exceeds  seven  days.  I have  known  it, 
however,  occur  within  twenty-four  hours  after  connexion ; 
and  sometimes  a fortnight,  or  a longer  time,  will  elapse  be- 
fore it  appears.  I have  known  an  instance  in  which  it  was 
delayed  for  fourteen  weeks,  in  consequence,  I believe,  of  the 
general  indisposition  of  the  patient.  The  cause  of  gonor- 
rhoea is  undoubtedly  inflammation  of  the  lacuna:  of  the 
urethra:,  and  particularly  the  lacuna  magna.  You  will  have 
an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  state  of  the  lacunae  under  this  in- 
flammation, in  the  injected  urethra,  in  two  different  prepara- 
tions. I'he  inflammation  is  of  the  ei'ysipelatous  kind,  but 
there  is  no  appearance  of  ulceration.  If  ulceration  were  pro- 
duced, the  membrane  of  the  urethra  would  soon  give  way. 
It  is  merely  a secretion  from  the  mouths  of  the  vessels  ; ulce- 
ration does  occasionally  take  place  in  the  lacunae,  but  not  in 
the  urethra  itself.  When  the  inflammation  runs  high,  it  ex- 
tends down  to  the  bulb  of  the  urethra. 

Many  years  ago,  I had  an  opportunity  of  examining  the 
uretlira  of  a man  who  was  executed,  and  who  had  gonorrhoea 
at  the  time  of  his  execution.  The  inflammation  had  extended 
down  to  the  bulb  of  the  urethra  ; for  an  inch  or  an  inch  and 
a half  down  the  urethra  was  exceedingly  red,  and  there  was 
some  effusion  of  matter  on  the  internal  surface  ; the  urethra 
was  red  at  the  bulb,  but  not  of  so  deep  a. colour.  The  inflam- 
mation, therefore,  is  not  confined  to  an  inch,  or  an  inch  and 
a half  down  the  urethra,  but  often  extends  over  the  bulb  of 
the  urethra,  and  in  this  way  produces  strictures.  In  the  case 
to  which  I allude,  the  gonorrhoeal  inflammation  had  extended 
at  least  seven  inches  down  the  urethra.  In  general,  on  exa- 
mination of  a subject  who  has  died  under  gonorrhoea,  you 
will  find  a small  quantity  of  purulent  matter  at  the  extremity 
of  the  penis,  and  inflammation  extending  about  an  inch  and  a 
half  down  the  urethra,  which  if  exposed  to  the  air  for  twenty- 
four  hours,  assumes  a florid  redness.  With  respect  to  the 
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manner  in  which  this  disease  is  performed,  I have  lieard  some 
very  curious  aud  laughable  disquisitions  on  this  subject,  by 
persons  who  prefer  entering  into  such  speculations  to  making 
observations  for  themselves.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
disease  is  produced  by  the  direct  application  of  the  poison  to 
the  lips  of  the  urethra,  for  you  will  find  that  the  first  symptom 
which  takes  place  is  a pouting  state  of  the  lips  of  the  urethra, 
arising  from  inflammation.  The  lips  are  first  attacked,  and  the 
inflammation  gradually  extends  itself  to  the  internal  surface 
of  the  urethra  ; the  disease  begins  from  without,  aud  extends 
itself  to  the  internal  surface.  So  much  for  the  manner  in 
which  the.  poison  is  received.  We  find  that  the  discharge 
from  gonorrhoea  is  very  much  affected  by  constitutional 
causes.  A man  shall  have  an  abundant  discharge  from  the 
urethra,  considerable  pain,  and  even  chordee  ; and  if  he 
should  get  a fever,  the  discharge  disappears,  the  pain  ceases 
and  he  will  be  entirely  free  from  all  symptoms  of  the  disease 
for  a period  of  from  seventeen  to  twenty  days.  As  soon,  how- 
ever, as  he  begins  to  recover  from  his  fever,  the  discharge  of 
matter  will  be  removed,  the  pain  and  chordee  will  return, 
and  a long  time  may  elapse  before  the  disease  can  be  re- 
moved. These  constitutional  causes  suspend  the  action  of  go- 
norrhoea, but  the  symptoms  will  return  as  soon  as  the  consti- 
tutional irritation  ceases.  You  will  generally  find  the  cure  of 
gonorrhoea  difficult  in  proportion  as  the  constitution  of  the 
patient  is  disposed  to  strumous  affections.  If  a patient  has 
pimples  in  his  face,  enlargement  of  the  glands  of  the  neck,  a 
thin,  delicate  skin  and  irritable  fibre,  you  may  expect  to  have 
great  difficulty  in  curing  him  of  gonorrhoea.  I shall  now  pro- 
ceed to  speak 

Of  the  Treatment  of  Gonorrheea. — The  treatment  of  go- 
norrhoea is  founded  on  two  principles  ; the  disease  may  be 
cit.her  treated  sijni)ly,  by  diminishing  inflammation,  or  it  may 
be  treated  by  producing  a change  in  the  action  of  the  part,  by 
which  the  disease  is  removed  in  a short  period.  These  are 
the  ttvo  principles  on  which  surgeons  act  in  the  treatment  of 
gonorrheea.  In  the  first  [)lace,  gentlemen,  let  me  observe  to 
you,  that  no  greater  folly,  and  indeed  cruelty,  can  be  com- 
mitted, than  that  of  giving  mercury  to  patients  for  the  cure 
of  this  disease.  A man  who  gives  mercury  in  gonorrhoea, 
really  deserve.s  to  be  flogged  out  of  his  profession,  because  lj,e 
mnst  be  quite  ignorant  of  the  principles  on  which  this  dis- 
ease is  to  be  cured.  To  give  mercury  to  a young  and  iri'itablc 
person,  who  is  probably  constantly  exjjoscd  to  vicissitudes  of 
tem()crature,  for  a disease  which  docs  not  require  it  (thus 
exposing  the  health,  aud  even  the  life  of  the  uatient  to  dan- 
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ger)  is,  iu  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge,  perfectly  un- 
pardonable. It  is  lamentable  to  think  on  the  number  of  lives 
which  must  have  been  destroyed  by  phthisis  and  otherwise, 
in  consequence  of  the  imprudent  exhibition  of  mercury  which 
prevailed  among  the  older  surgeons  for  a disease  which  did 
not  require  it.  At  the  present  time,  however,  a surgeon 
must  be  either  grossly  ignorant  or  shamefully  negligent  of  the 
duty  which  he  owes  to  the  character  of  his  profession,  and 
to  the  common  dictates  of  humanity,  if  he  persists  in  giving 
mercury  for  this  disease.  Let  those  persons  who  suppose  that 
gonorrhoea  can  be  cured  by  mercury,  go  i-ound  our  wards,  and 
see  whether  mercury  has  any  effect  on  that  disease.  Look,  gen- 
tlemen, at  100  patients  in  our  foul  wards,  many  of  whom  come 
into  the  hospital  with  syphilis  and  gonorrhoea  ; and  many,  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  wlio  have  only  gonorrhoea,  but  who  are  in- 
variably carried  to  these  wards.  What  is  the  miserable  treat- 
ment of  these  patients  You  are  aware  gentlemen,  that  I 
scarcely  ever  enter  the  foul  wards  of  the  other  hospital ; — 
when  a particular  case  demands  niy  attention,  I have  the  pa- 
tient removed  to  a clean  ward.  1 will  tell  you  why  I do  not 
enter  those  wards,  gentlemen.  1 abstain  from  entering  them, 
because  patients  under  gonorrhoea  are  compelled  to  undergo 
so  infamous  a system  of  treatment  that  1 cannot  bear  to  wit- 
ness it.  'I'o  compel  an  unfortunate  patient  to  undergo  a 
course  of  mercury,  for  a disease  which  does  not  require  it,  is 
a proceeding  which  reflects  disgrace  and  dishonour  on  the 
character  of  a medical  institution.  No  consideration  shall 
induce  me  to  repress  my  feelings  on  this  subject ; no  autho- 
rity shall  restrain  me  from  giving  full  expression  to  those 
feelings.  As  long  as  I continue  a surgeon  of  Guy’s  Hospital, 
I will  endeavour  to  do  my  duty ; but  I care  not  whether  I con- 
tinue a surgeon  of  that  hospital  another  day.  I do  say  that 
the  present  treatment  of  patients  under  gonorrhoea  in  these 
hospitals,  by  putting  them  unnecessarily  under  a course  of 
mercury  for  five  or  six  weeks,  is  infamous  and  disgraceful. 
The  health  of  a patient  is,  perhaps,  irremediably  destroyed  by 
this  treatment ; and,  after  all,  not  the  slightest  effect  is  pro- 
duced by  it  on  the  disease.  If  he  is  cured  of  his  gonorrhosa 
at  all,  he  must  be  cured  by  other  means.  If  you  go  to  a pa- 
tient for  gonorrhoea  in  the  foul  wards,  at  the  end  of  his  course, 
and  ask  him  how  many  times  he  has  rubbed  in,  he  will  gene- 
lally  answer  “ twenty-eight  times.”  If  you  ask  whether  he 
Js  salivated,  he  will  tell  you  that  he  spits  three  pints  a-day  ; 
but  ask  him  whether  his  gonorrhoea  is  cured,  and  he  will  re- 
ply,  “ No,  I have  a clap  still  upon  me.”  His  disease  is  not  in 
t le  slightest  degree  affected  by  the  mej'Curial  course  to  which 


ON  VIRULENT  GONORRHCEA. 


465 


he  has  been  so  im pardonably  subjected,  and  it  will  soon  after 
he  necessary  to  cure  him  by  injections  or  other  means.  When 
so  infamous  a practice  prevails,  I cannot  satisfy  my  own  feel- 
ings by  resorting  to  milk-and-water  language ; every  man  of 
common  feeling  and  honesty  is  bound  to  speak  out  on  such 
an  occasion.  It  is  wholly  unnecessary  to  give  mercury  in  any 
form  for  this  disease.  When  a patient  applies  to  you  for  a first 
clap,  it  seldom  happens  that  he  can  be  cured  by  the  same 
means  which  may  be  successfully  employed  in  subsequent 
claps.  The  first  clap  is  generally  much  more  difficult  to  cure 
than  those  which  subsequently  occur.  I shall  proceed  to  state 
to  you  the  result  of  the  experience  which  I have  had  in  the 
cure  of  this  disease,  for  thirty- three  or  thirty- four  years. 

If  1 have  not  yet  learnt  the  best  mode  of  treating  it,  I have 
no  hope  that  1 can  know  any  thing  more  on  the  subject.  I 
will  state  to  you  the  plau  which  I have  found  to  answer  better 
than  any  other : without  meaning,  however,  to  say,  that  this 
plan  is  better  than  those  which  may  be  adopted  by  others. 
When  the  patient  applies  to  you  for  his  first  clap,  there  will 
be  generally  a great  deal  of  inflammation,  and  1 advise  you  to 
give  the  sul[)hate  of  magnesia  with  the  infusion  of  senna.  Aii 
ounce  of  the  sulphate  of  magnesia  may  be  mixed  with  six 
ounces  of  the  infusion  of  senna,  and  three  table  spoonfuls 
given  two  or  three  times  a-day,  so  as  to  purge  the  patient 
very  actively.  You  may  afterwards  give  the  submurias  hydrar- 
gyri  with  extract  of  colocynth,  but  merely  as  a purge  ; for  if 
it  were  to  act  as  a mercurial  1 would  not  give  it  at  all.  There 
is  no  necessity  for  giving  calomel,  unless  you  wish  it  to  act 
on  the  liver,  as  well  as  on  the  intestinal  canal.  Having  purged 
the  jtatient  very  freely,  you  will  direct  him  to  take  diluting 
drinks,  of  which  he  can  hardly  take  too  much.  Two  drachms 
of  the  carbonate  of  jjotash,  or  the  subcarhonate  of  soda, 
should  be  taken  in  a quart  of  some  diluting  drink  in  the  course 
of  a day : capillaire,  or  tea,  will  answer  this  purpose  very 
well ; some  advise  the  gum  of  acacia,  but  whether  it  does 
any  good  or  not  I do  not  know.  1 have  found  the  liquor,  cal- 
cis’  a very  excellent  diluent  in  this  di.sease.  Soda  water  is 
often  u.seful,  but  it  must  be  ascertained  whether  it  produces 
irritability  of  the  bladder  ; for,  in  some  persons,  it  increa.ses, 
in.stead  of  diminishing,  irritability.  If  it  increases  very  much 
the  inclination  to  make  water  it  .should  not  be  persisted  in  ; 
if  it  does  not  produce  this  effect  it  is  a very  excellent  diluent. 
The  penis  should  be  suffered  to  hang  for  a considerable  time 
in  warm  water,  which  will  relieve  the  inflammation,  and  pro- 
duce nearly  all  the  good  of  a warm  bath.  When  the  ardor 
urinae  and  pain  from  chordcc  is  very  severe,  twenty  drops  of 

H H 


4G6 


ON  VIRULENT  GONOllRIICEA. 


tlie  liquor,  potassae,  with  from  three  to  five  grains  of  the  ex- 
tract of  conium,  in  the  mistura  camphorata,  may  be  given 
with  eonsiderable  advantage.  Tliis  is  the  plan  which  you 
should  i)ursue  during  tlie  first  week.  You  may  then  apply 
lint  dipped  in  the  liquor,  plumbi  subacetatis  dilutus,  to  the 
part.  Do  not  use  an  injertion  in  the  first  instance,  but  pur- 
sue the  plan  I have  pointed  out  to  you  during  the  first  ten  days. 
At  the  end  of  this  time,  when  the  inflammation  has  in  a great 
degree  subsided,  you  may  begin  by  giving  the  patient  tlie  bal- 
samum  copaibas.'  An  ounce  of  the  balsam  may  be  mixed 
with  an  ounce  of  the  mucilage  of  acacia,  and  four  ounces  of 
the  mistura  camphorata,  and  a table  spoonful  given  morning 
and  evening.  Having  given  this  mixture  for  two  days,  the 
discharge  will  be  very  considerably  diminished,  and  you  may 
then  order  an  injection  of  the  liquor,  plumbi  subacetatis  dilu- 
tus. This  is  the  mode,  gentlemen,  in  which  gonorrhooa,  as 
far  as  1 know,  is  to  be  cured  in  the  safest  and  most  expedi- 
tious manner.  In  the  third  week  1 continue  to  give  the  balsa- 
mum  copaiba; ; and  the  best  injection  which  cau  then  be  em- 
ployed, is  the  liquor,  plumbi  subacetatis  dilutus,  with  the  sul- 
phate of  zinc. 

51.  Sulphatis  zinci,  gr.  vj. 

Liq.  plumbi  subacet.  diluti,  giv. 

By  this  plan  you  will  generally  succeed  in  curing  a gonor- 
rhoea safely  and  expeditiously.  If,  instead  of  using  an  injec- 
tion, you  suflTer  the  discharge  to  run  on,  week  after  week,  you 
will  be  almost  sure  to  lay  the  foundation  of  stricture. 

If  a patient  apply  to  you  for  a second  or  third  clap,  you 
will  not  proceed  in  this  way,  but  give  him  the  balsam  of 
capivi  immediately,  which  will,  in  general,  put  a speedy  stop 
to  the  discharge.  The  inflammation  of  a second  clap  is  com- 
paratively slight,  and,  in  general,  it  will  only  be  necessary  to 
give  the  balsam  copaibae  for  a week,  and  then  begin  with  the 
injection  of  the  liquor,  plumbi  subacetatis  dilutus,  and  the 
sulphate  of  zinc.  In  a first  clap  it  is  better  to  begin  with  the 
liquor,  plumbi  subacetatis  dilutus  in  the  first  instance,  because 
this  is  less  irritating,  and  afterwards  to  use  it  in  combina- 
tion with  the  sulphate  of  zinc.  The  treatment  which  is  ne- 
cessary to  subdue  inflammation  in  a first  clap  is,  in  general, 
entirely  unnecessary  in  subsequent  claps.  Various  other  in- 
jections are  employed  in  the  treatment  of  gonorrhoea ; half  a 
grain  of  the  sulphate  of  copper  in  an  ounce  of  rose  water  is  a 
powerful  injection  ; a solution  of  the  oxymuriate  of  mercury 
makes  a very  irritating  injection,  if  of  any  strength,  and 
should  not  be  resorted  to  in  the  first  instance.  It  is  used  in 
the  proportion  of  one  grain  to  twelve  ounces  of  distilled  wa- 
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t«r.  Vou  should  feel  your  way  in  the  use  of  irritating  injee- 
tious  ; if  they  produce  much  inflammation,  you  should  suspend 
tlie  use  of  them  ; and  if,  on  the  other  hand,  they  excite  no 
jiaiu  at  all,  you  may  gradually  increase  their  strength.  Db 
uot  continue  the  use  of  the  same  injection,  if  it  does  not  an- 
swer the  purpose  verj'  quickly ; for  you  will  otherwise  be  only 
laying  the  foundation  of  stricture.  It  is  much  better  to  vary 
your  injection,  than  to  persist  in  the  use  of  the  same  injection, 
if  it  does  not  speedily  put  a stop  to  the  discharge.  It  will 
often  happen  that  a patient  will  continue  for  a length  of  time 
under  the  hands  of  his  surgeon  without  getting  rid  of  the  dis- 
charge. If  a patient  should  come  to  you  under  these  circum- 
stances, what  I recommend  you  to  do,  is  to  begin  immediately 
the  use  of  bougies  with  injections.  The  use  of  bougies  will 
increase  the  discharge  for  a time  ; but,  being  combined  after- 
wards with  the  use  of  an  injection  of  the  sulphate  of  zinc, 
will  generally  succeed  in  effecting  a cure.  With  respect  to 
the  number  of  times  the  patient  should  inject,  three  or  four 
times  a day  will  be  quite  sufficient.  As  to  the  strength  of  the 
injection,  it  should  be  increased  so  as  to  produce  a slight  de- 
gree of  irritation  ; but  it  is  better  to  vary  the  injection  than 
to  increase  its  strength  in  any  great  degree.  There  are  other 
means  of  curing  gonorrhoea,  by  producing  a change  in  tlie 
action  of  the  urethra,  as,  for  instance,  by  the  use  of  cubebs. 
I remember  the  time  when  this  remedy  was  much  ridiculed, 
but  there  is  now  no  surgeon  of  the  least  experience  who  does 
not  acknowledge  that  it  is  a very  powerful  remedy  in  this 
disease.  The  value  of  this  remedy  may  be  known  by  apply- 
ing to  any  merchant  with  respect  to  it.  A short  time  ago  it 
was  introduced  into  this  country  in  very  small  quantities ; 
but  now,  such  is  its  acknowledged  efficacy,  that  whole  ship- 
loads of  it  are  annually  brought  into  the  port  of  London.  I 
do  not  say  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  employ  this  remedy 
at  once  for  a first  gonorrhoea,  where  the  symptoms  of  inflam- 
mation run  very  liigh  in  a young  and  irritable  person  ; it  is 
better  not  to  begin  with  the  use  of  it  until  a week  or  ten  days 
have  elapsed,  and  the  inflammation  is  considerably  reduced. 
I will  tell  you  how  I first  learnt  the  value  of  this  remedy ; a 
gentleman  from  Java,  who  had  lived  for  some  time  in  Batana, 
entered  my  room,  and,  unbuttoning  his  clothes,  immediately 
showed  me  the  part  about  which  his  mind  was  uneasy,  and 
asked  me  whether  I thought  a sore  upon  it  was  venereal } 1 

said,  certainly  not.  He  said  he  was  glad  to  hear  it,  for,  if  it 
had  been  a chancre,  he  should  have  supposed  that  it  had  been 
produced  by  his  curing  gonorrhnea  very  suddenly.  He  was 
running  away  very  ha'^tily,  when  1 requested  him  to  tell  me 
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how  he  had  cured  this  gonorrhoea  so  suddenly.  “ Why,  (he 
said),  by  cubehs.”  “ Cubebs  ! (said  I),  what  is  that for 
I had  really  at  that  time  never  heard  of  such  a thing.  “ Why, 
(said  he)  it  is  a species  of  Java  pepper,  and,  if  you  like,  1 will 
send  you  a bottle  of  it.”  I said  1 sliould  be  obliged  to  him. 
He  accordingly  sent  me  a small  bottle  of  it,  which  1 put  into 
ray  desk,  where  in  remained,  without  my  thinking  any  more  of 
the  circumstance.  Two  or  three  months  after  he  came  to 
me  again,  and  said  that  as  he  had  had  a severe  gonorrhoea,  he 
should  be  obliged-to  me,  if  1 had  any  of  the  cubebs  left,  to  let 
him  have  a little  of  it.  This  was  on  a Thursday  : I gave  him 
the  bottle,  and  after  examining  this  gonorrhoea,  which  was 
very  severe,  I requested  him  to  let  me  see  him  on  the  follow- 
ing ftlonday.  He  came  to  me  on  that  day,  and  the  discharge 
was  quite  gone.  This  excited  my  attention,  and  I began  to 
think  that  it  must  be  a medicine  of  great  power.  Very  soon 
after,  a gentleman  came  to  me,  and  said  that  as  he  was  going 
to  give  a very  large  dinner  party,  and  should  be  obliged  to 
drink  a great  deal  of  wine,  he  wished  to  be  cured  of  a clap 
immediately.  I told  him  I could  not  promise  to  do  any  such 
thing,  but,  if  he  liked,  I would  give  him  a remedy,  which  a 
gentleman  from  Java  had  used  with  great  success  ; and  I then 
related  to  him  the  circumstance  which  1 have  just  mentioned. 
'The  gentleman  said  he  would  try  it,  and  he  should  prefer  it  to 
tlie  balsam  of  capivi ; of  which  the  people  in  his  house  knew 
the  smell.  (A  laugh).  He  began  taking  two  drachms  three 
times  a-day  on  a Tuesday,  and  on  Wednesday  week  after,  the 
discharge  not  having  entirely  disappeared,  he  called  on  me  to 
know  whether  he  might  take  wine  the  next  day,  when  he  was 
to  give  the  dinner-party.  1 told  him  I saw  no  objection  to  it, 
and  the  effect  of  the  wine  he  drank  that  day,  added  to  the 
cubebs,  completed  his  cui’e,  for  the  discharge  did  not  return 
afterwards.  Cubebs  appears  to  produce  a specific  inflamma- 
tiou  of  its  own  on  the  urethra,  which  has  the  effect  of  super- 
seding the  gonorrhoeal  inflammation.  They  who  have  tried 
cirbebs,  and  do  not  acknowledge  its  value,  as  a remedy  for 
gonorrhoea,  cannot  have  made  any  accurate  observations  on 
the  subject.  It  is  a I’emedy  of  a most  admirable  and  useful 
kind,  and  may  be  given  with  advantage  even  in  the  inflamma- 
tory stages  of  gonorrhoea,  provided  the  inflammation  does  not 
run  excessively  high.  It  is  a most  useful  remedy  also  for  the 
cure  of  gleet,  as  it  is  called,  where  gonorrhoea  has  continued 
for  a great  length  of  time.  In  the  very  early  stages  of  gonor- 
rhoea, when  the  inflammation  is  just  beginning,  it  often  sue- 
ceeds  in  removing  the  disease  in  a very  short  space  of  time.  1 
have  one  more  observation  to  make  with  respect  to  this  re- 
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uiedy,  namely,  that  the  greatest  advantage  may  be  derived 
from  combining  its  use  with  that  of  the  balsam  of  copaiba.  An 
ounce  of  the  balsam  of  copaiba,  an  ounce  of  the  mucilage  of 
acacia,  and  two  drachms  of  cubebs,  in  four  ounces  of  the 
mistura  camphorata,  make  an  admirable  mixture  when  the 
balsam  of  copaiba  alone  is  beginning  to  lose  its  effect.  Such, 
gentlemen,  it  appears  to  me,  is  the  mode  of  treating  gonor- 
rhoea, which  will  best  contribute  to  the  maintenance  of  your 
own  profe-ssioual  character,  and  to  the  welfare  of  your  pa- 
tients. 


LECTURE  LVI. 


In  this  evening’s  lecture,  gentlemen,  I shall  call  your  atten- 
tion to  some  of  the  consequences  of  gonorrhcEa,  and  first  of 
Strictures  of  the  Urethra. 

These  are  of  three  kinds — the  permanent,  spasmodic  and 
inflammatory. 

The  permanent  stricture  is  the  result  of  a thickening  of  the 
urethra  from  chronic  inflammation  ; tlie  spasmodic  arises 
either  from  a contraction  of  the  muscles  surrounding  the  ure- 
thra, or  from  the  urethra  itself ; the  inflammatory , in  conse- 
quence of  inflammation  of  the  acute  kind,  which  generally 
succeeds  the  acute  gonorrhoea.  This  inflammation  occasions 
an  extravasation  of  adhesive  matter  between  the  corpus  spon- 
giosum and  surface  of  the  urethra. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  formation  of  every  permanent 
stricture,  you  arc  made  acquainted  with  the  real  nature  of  the 
complaint  by  the  following  symptoms  ; — The  first  is,  the  re- 
tention of  a few  drops  of  urine  in  the  urethra,  after  the  whole 
appears  to  have  been  discharged  ; so  that  when  the  penis  has 
been  returned  into  the  small  clothes,  the  linen  becomes 
slightly  wetted,  and  if  you  press  on  the  under  side  of  the 
urethra,  a few  drops  more  will  be  voided,  which  had  collected 
between  the  neck  of  the  bladder  and  that  part  of  the  urethra 
where  the  stricture  is  situated,  'I  he  next  circumstance  you 
notice  is  an  irritable  state  of  the  bladder;  tliis  is  evinced  by 
the  person  not  being  enabled  to  sleep  so  long  as  usual  without 
discharging  his  urine,  A man  in  health,  will  sleep  for  seven, 
eight,  or  nine  hours,  without  being  obliged  to  empty  his  blad- 
der ; but  vvhen  he  has  stricture,  he  cannot  continue  for  a 
longer  period  than  four  or  five  hours,  and  frequently  much 
less  even  than  this.  ’Fhe  next  circumstance  observable  is  the 
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division  of  the  stream,  tlie  reason  of  which  is  that  the  urethra 
is  in  an  uneven  state  from  the  irregular  swelling  which  sur- 
rounds it,  and  consequently  the  urine  is  thrown  with  an  in- 
equality of  force  against  its  different  sides  ; sometimes  the 
stream  splits  into  two,  becoming  forked : sometimes  it  is 
spiral ; at  other  times  it  forms,  as  it  were,  a thin  sheath.  Oc- 
casionally the  stream  rises  perpendicularly, its  long  axis  being 
at  right  angles  to  the  long  axis  of  the  penis  ; thus,  then,  the 
retention  of  a few  drops  of  urine  after  the  whole  appears  to 
have  been  discharged,  a more  frequent  propensity  to  make 
water  than  when  in  health,  and  the  peculiar  characters  of  the 
stream,  as  just  described  to  you,  will  be  conclusive  evidence  of 
the  existence  of  stricture.  In  addition,  there  will  sometimes 
be  a discharge  from  the  urethra,  which  renders  the  linen  of  a 
bluish-white,  similar  to  the  appearances  produced  by  nocturnal 
emissions  : if  the  individual  rides  much  on  horseback  the 
urine  will  be  high-coloured,  depending  upon  the  degree  of 
excitement  existing  in  the  urethra.  The  next  thing  which 
the  patient  notices  is,  that  he  discharges  his  urine  by  drops  ; 
and,  from  the  irritable  state  of  the  bladder,  the  water  is  con- 
stantly dropping  or  distilling  away  from  the  orifice  of  the 
urethra.  An  individual,  then,  having  permanent  stricture, 
first  observes  a few  drops  of  water  remain  after  the  whole 
seems  to  have  been  discharged,  then  notices  a fine  spiral  or 
divided  stream,  and,  lastly,  discharges  his  water  by  drops 
only  ; in  this  last  state,  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the 
escape  of  the  urine,  and  preventing  its  being  retained  by  the 
lacunae  of  the  urethra,  he  draws  out  the  penis  with  consider- 
able force ; and  thus,  to  express  it  in  the  clearest  way,  milks 
himself. 

Well,  the  next  circumstance  you  observe  is  the  discharge  of 
a considerable  quantity  of  mucus  along  with  the  urine  ; this 
is  owing  to  the  inflammation  having  extended  to  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  bladder  ; the  urine,  when  discharged,  is  as 
transparent  as  usual ; but  when  it  has  cooled,  the  mucus  de- 
scends to  the  bottom,  where  it  appears  ropy,  and  adheres  to 
the  vessels.  As  the  inflammation  of  the  membrane  increases, 
the  urine  becomes  yellow;  but,  if  heated,  the  yellowness  is 
not  seen  ; and,  when  allowed  to  stand,  as  I before  stated,  the 
mucus  will  sink  to  the  bottom.  These  facts  will  explain  to 
you  whether  the  urine  contains  mucus  or  pus.  When  the  dis- 
ease is  of  a very  aggravated  nature,  the  urine  will  become 
quite  white;  but,  in  all  the  stages  of  the  complaint,  the  colour 
of  the  water  will  be  according  to  the  degree  of  inflammatory 
excitement ; and,  when  very  severe,  it  will  be  charged  with  a 
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considerable  quantity  of  pus.  When  the  urine  is  l)loody,  it  is 
a proof  that  the  ulcerative  process  has  coininenccd  ; and,  if 
there  be  no  blood,  it  is  a proof  that  there  are  no  ulcers. 

In  that  state  of  stricture,  when  the  urine  is  loaded  with  pus, 
the  patient  has  frequent  and  severe  rigors,  or,  even  below  that 
state  of  inflammation,  the  person  will  have  frequent  shivering 
fits  ; and  upon  going  into  his  room,  you  would  suppose  that 
he  had  an  intermittent,  and  would  order  him  bark.  In  these 
cases,  however,  this  medicine  has  no  effect,  and  you  will  find 
opium  the  remedy.  I mention  this  that  you  may  be  upon  your 
guard  in  those  cases,  as  they  are  manifest  rigors  succeeded  by 
severe  heat,  although  they  do  not  come  on  with  that  regularity 
that  they  do  in  intermittents,  nor  at  the  same  time  of  the  day. 
In  addition  to  these  symptoms,  piles  will  be  sometimes  pro- 
duced, and  occasionally  direct  inguinal  hernia  : this  last  com- 
plaint is  the  consequence  of  the  e.Ktreme  force  that  is  employed 
to  evacuate  the  urine. 

Upon  the  dissection  of  those  who  die  of  stricture,  (and  I 
think  persons  not  unfrequently  die  of  this  complaint,  though 
not  so  many  now  as  formerly,)  the  following  circumstances 
are  observed  : — The  seat  of  the  stricture  anterior  to  the  bulb, 
just  where  it  joins  the  corpus  .spongiosum — this  ])art  is  natu- 
rally contracted  and  small,  and  it  is  here  that  you  will  be  ob- 
structed, if  you  attempt  to  pass  a straight  bougie.  The  next 
situation  in  which  we  find  stricture,  is  in  the  membranous 
portion  of  the  urethra,  or  that  part  between  the  bulb  and 
prostate  gland  ; the  next  situation  is  in  the  prostate  gland 
itself.  There  is  no  part  of  the  urethra  which  is  not  liable  to 
stricture,  but  most  frequently  it  is  found  in  the  three  situa- 
tions I have  described  to  you.  First,  just  at  the  beginning  of 
the  bulb  ; secondly,  at  the  membriinous  (or  as  it  ought  more 
properly  speaking  to  be  called,  the  muscular)  part;  and  third- 
ly, in  the  prostate  gland  itself. 

Well,  upon  proceeding  on  your  dissection,  what  we  find  to 
result  from  stricture  of  the  urethra  is  extraordinary  dilatation 
of  the  urethra  itself  behind  the  stricture.  Here  (holding  np 
a preparation)  you  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  this  fact. 
The  stricture,  you  observe,  one  inch  from  the  extremity  of  the 
penis  and  the  urethra,  has  become  so  much  enlarged,  that  it 
will  receive  the  finger  between  the  bulb  and  seat  of  stricture. 
The  next  circumstance  we  observe,  upon  dis.section,  is  an 
enormous  thickening  of  the  coats  of  the  bladder  ; this  arises 
from  the  increased  action  which  the  muscular  fibres  have  to 
undergo;  for,  the  urine  being  frequently  discharged,  the  mus- 
cular fibres  contract  to  produce  the  expulsion,  and  th\is  in- 
crease in  size,  in  consequence  of  their  increased  action.  Thus, 
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then,  recollect  that  in  strictures  the  bladder  is  thickened  and 
irritable. 

Well,  then,  the  next  thing  we  observe  is  enlargement  of 
the  uretlira  ; and  this  is  owing  to  the  urine  collected  in  these 
tubes,  from  its  not  finding  a ready  passage  into  the  bladder  ; 
therefore  the  ureters  themselves  become  bladders. 

Proceeding  in  our  dissection,  we  often  find  the  kidneys  dis- 
eased, and  their  glandular  structure  entirely  absorbed  ; and  it 
not  uufrequently  happens,  that  strictures  will  produce  disease 
in  the  kidneys,  wliich  disease  will  prove  destructive  to  life. 
In  stricture,  diseased  kidneys  prove  advantageous  in  one  point 
of  view,  which  is  the  diminution  of  the  secretion  of  the  urine  : 
if  this,  however,  continues  for  any  length  of  time,  the  con- 
stitution will  sink  from  the  non-excretion  of  that  fluid  : one 
kidney  is  generally  more  affected  than  the  other.  1 have  just 
stated  to  you,  that  the  glandular  structure  is  sometimes  en- 
tirely absorbed,  and  the  kidney  is  occasionally,  in  cases  of 
stricture,  so  distended  with  urine,  as  almost  to  answer  the 
purpose  of  a bladder.  Well,  such  are  the  appearances  found 
upon  dissection  of  those  who  die  of  stricture. 

Ever  since  I first  began  to  lecture,  1 have  always  denomi- 
nated that  stricture  of  the  urethra,  which  is  produced,  as  it 
were,  by  a piece  of  cord  tied  round  it,  the  corded  stricture- 
Another,  that  is  produced  as  if  by  the  tying  of  a broad  baud, 
the  ribbon  stricture  ; for  it  frequently  extends  a considerable 
distance,  even  the  entire  way  from  the  bulb  to  the  prostate. 
There  is  another  species  of  stricture,  occasioned  by  a mem- 
branous band  running  across  the  urethra. 

[Preparations,  showing  these  varieties,  were  handed  to  the 
students,  and  passed  round  the  theatre.] 

The  Cause  of  Permanent  Stricture  of  the  Urethra 
is  inflammation  of  the  chronic  kind  : this  occasions  a greater 
determination  of  blood  to  the  part,  and  produces  a deposition 
of  adhesive  matter  on  the  outer  side  of  the  urethra  ; the  ure- 
thra itself  becomes  thickened,  which,  together  with  being 
pressed  upon  by  the  adhesive  matter  collected  in  the  intersti- 
tial spaces  surrounding  the  urethra,  produces  the  stricture  in 
question. 

As  to  the  manner  in  which  stricture  is  produced,  I am  op- 
posed, on  this  point,  to  Mr.  Hunter,  one  of  the  greatest  sur- 
gical authorities  that  ever  lived  ; and,  if  asked  what  was  the 
cause  of  stricture,  1 should  say,  in  ninety-nine  cases  out  of 
every  hundred,  it  was  the  result  of  gonorrhoea.  It  is  quite  true, 
that  children,  on  whom  not  the  slightest  suspicion  of  their 
having  gonorrhoea  could  fall,  occasionally  have  stricture.  1 
have  lately  met  with  a case  of  this  description,  and  it  was 
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caused  by  the  child  having  received  an  injury  when  on  horse- 
back ; but  still  I would  say,  that  in  ninety-nine  cases  out  of 
every  hundred,  stricture  is  the  result  of  neglected  gonorrhoea, 
riding  or  drinking  hard,  or  any  excess  when  the  patient  is  la- 
bouring under  that  complaint. 

Treatment  of  Permanent  Stricture. — There  are  three  prin- 
cipal objects  to  be  attended  to  ; the  first  of  which  is,  to  cure 
the  complaint  by  dilatation  ; the  second,  absorption  ; and  the 
third,  to  destroy  it  altogether.  The  first  is  effected  by  mechani- 
cal means  ; the  second,  by  the  influence  of  medicines  ; and 
the  third,  burning  it  away  by  means  of  caustic.  The  first,  or 
cure  by  dilatation,  is  accomplished  by  means  [of  bougies  ; 
these  are  of  various  sizes,  and  made  of  either  wax,  elastic 
gum,  catgut,  or  silver;  catheters  are  also  sometimes  employed, 
and  answer  the  purpose  tolerably  well. 

Now,  with  respect  to  wax  bougies,  before  introducing  them 
into  the  urethra,  you  should  always  warm  them  by  the  fire, 
for  the  purpose  of  rendering  them  soft,  when,  if  they  are  in- 
troduced into  the  urethra,  and  pass  through  the  stricture,  you 
will  ascertain  the  distance  at  which  it  is  situated  from  the  ori- 
fice, and  the  form  and  size  of  the  stricture  will  be  modelled  on 
the  bougie.  You  then  pass  another  bougie,  a little  larger  than 
the  first;  and,  directly  that  is  withdrawn,  another  size,  still 
larger.  On  the  following  day  you  again  introduce  two  bou- 
gies, that  is,  if  there  should  be  no  existing  inflammation  to 
prevent  it ; the  first  bougie  you  then  use,  is  to  be  of  the  same 
size  as  the  one  which  you  concluded  on  the  previous  day ; 
after  thi.s  has  been  withdrawn,  you  again  pass  another,  a size 
larger  than  the  first ; thus  using  on  every  occasion  two  bou- 
gies, always  beginning  with  one  of  the  same  size  as  that  with 
which  you  had  concluded  on  each  preceding  occasion.  By 
adopting  this  plan,  strictures  may  be  cured  in  a quarter  of  the 
time  that  they  usually  are,  and  the  strictured  part  of  the  ure- 
thra speedily  made  to  regain  its  natural  size.  Bougies  have 
been  numbered  from  one  to  sixteen,  so  that  surgeons  may  on 
each  occasion  know  the  size  they  are  using,  and  the  size  they 
last  used  : number  sixteen  is  large  enough  fora,  walking  stick, 
and  evidently  too  big  to  be  safely  passed  into  any  urethra ; 
and  number  fourteen  is  of  quite  suflicient  magnitude  to  esta- 
blish the  natural  passage  of  any  urethra.  It  is  not  necessary 
to  leave  in  the  bougie  any  length  of  time ; for,  when  the  bou- 
gie has  passed  the  strictui-e,  the  effect  of  dilatation  has  been 
produced. 

Never  attempt  to  pass  a bougie  in  its  straight  state ; for,  if 
you  do,  it  will  be  obstructed  in  its  passage,  whether  there  be 
stricture  or  not ; you  should  invariably  give  it,  before  its  in- 
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troductioii,  the  curve  of  the  catheter  : with  regard  to  elastic 
gum  l)ougies,  they  are  not  employed. 

Every  surgeon,  I believe,  has  a mode  of  ])ractice  peculiar  to 
himself;  the  bougie  I use  is  made  of  silver;  it  is  of  the  form 
of  the  catheter,  but  at  the  point,  and  rnnuing  back  for  some 
distance  towards  the  handle,  it  is  conical ; and  the  way  1 use 
it  is  this  : I first  pass  down,  in  the  manner  described  to  you, 
a wa.K  bougie,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  form,  size, 
and  distance  of  the  stricture.  Having  obtained  a knowledge 
of  these,  I then  introduce  my  conical  silver  bougie,  the  point 
of  which  having  entered  the  stricture,  the  further  it  passes  the 
greater  is  the  dilatation  produced,  in  consequence  of  the  form 
of  the  instrument.  This  bougie  I have  found  extremely  ser- 
viceable, and  is  the  best  svith  which  I am  acquainted  ; when 
it  is  not  at  hand,  I use  a common  silver  catheter  instead. 

As  to  cat-gut  bougies,  they  are  now  very  rarely  employed, 
except  when  the  stricture  is  particularly  small,  and  then  they 
are  sometimes  required.  There  is  another  kind  of  bougie, 
made  of  horse-skin,  after  it  has  been  submitted  to  the  action 
of  lime,  to  prepare  it  for  tanning. 

_ Fashion,  I am  sorry  to  say,  in  surgery,  as  well  as  in  medi- 
cine, frequently  leads  practitioners  from  the  path  of  prudence. 
One  remedy  after  another  is  blazoned  forth  to  the  world,  to 
delude  merely  for  a day,  and  then  to  sink  with  its  predecessors 
into  “ the  tomb  of  all  the  Capulets.”  Surgery,  however,  is 
much  less  liable' to  these  deceptions  than  the  medical  branch 
of  our  profession,  because  surgery  is  a science  requiring  more 
solid  information,  and  in  which  impositions  are  much  more 
easy  of  detection.  It  often  occurs  that  the  exaggerated  state- 
ments which  accompany  new  remedies,  lead  surgeons  to  ex- 
pect more  advantages  from  their  em])loymeiit  than  the  expe- 
rience of  the  discoverer,  if  he  had  spoken  truly,  would  have 
led  them  to  anticipate.'  Now,  in  consequence  of  this,  medi- 
cines often  sink  below  that  level  where  their  intrinsic  value 
would  justly  entitle  them  to  remain.  1 make  these  remarks 
in  reference  to  the  use  of  caustic  for  the  cure  of  stricture,  ori- 
ginally adopted  by  Mr.  Hunter,  afterwards  improved  upon  by 
Sir  Eveiard  Home,  and,  subsequently,  the  mode  of  treatment 
was  altered  by  another  gentleman,  now  deceased  : and,  since 
his  time,  it  has  been  falling  into  disrepute.  The  use  of  caustic 
has  certainly  been  very  much  abused,  and,  in  many  instances, 
h^  produced  the  very  worst  consequences,  and  I would  say 
that  It  never  ought  to  be  employed,  except  where  the  stricture 
is  accompanied  with  fistula  in  perinieo,  and  that  fistula  behind 
ne  stricture;  then  there  can  be  no  apprehension  of  the  caus- 
tic occasioning  retention  of  urine,  which  it  has  done  in  many 
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instances,  when  injudiciously  employed.  Caution  is  neces- 
sary in  the  use  of  nitrate  of  silver,  to  prevent  its  getting  in 
contact  with  any  other  parts  than  vvhere  its  presence  is  abso- 
lutely necessary ; and  let  me  advise  you  not  to  use  the  caustic 
alkali  as  a substitute  for  lunar  caustic  ; it  is  much  too  soluble, 
and,  by  running  over  an  extended  surface,  is  calculated  to 
produce  a great  degree  of  inflammation.  I have  known  eight 
applications  of  the  lunar  caustic  completely  succeed  in  curing 
stricture,  when  every  other  means  had  failed ; in  this  case 
there  was  a fistula  in  perinaeo  behind  the  stricture. 

I have  now  to  make  two  or  three  observations  oil  the  con- 
sequences of  introducing  bougies  ; here  is  a preparation  (hold- 
ing it  up),  in  which  you  see  the  bougie  forced  out  of  the  ure- 
thra into  the  scrotum,  just  by  the  bulb  ; here  is  another  pre- 
paration in  which  the  bougie  was  forced  into  the  bulb  itself. 
Now,  whenever  you  suspect  a tear  of  the  urethra  in  passing  a 
bougie,  immediately  withdraw  the  instrument,  and  desire  the 
jjatient,  if  possible,  to  retain  his  urine,  that  it  may  not  irritate 
the  w'ound,  and  also  to  prevent  its  escaping  through  the  open- 
ing, and  becoming  extravasated  in  the  surrounding  cellular 
substance.  In  thi.s  way  you  give  time  for  a clot  of  blood  to 
form  over  the  surface  of  the  wound — a slight  degree  of  in- 
flammation is  excited,  and  it  becomes  healed  by  the  adhesive 
process,  without  any  further  mischief.  Another  circumstance 
I wish  to  mention  to  you  is,  that  the  passing  of  a bougie  is 
sometimes  attended  with  very  eonsiderable  hemorrhage  from 
the  urethra.  A practitioner  once  called  upon  me  in  a great 
hurry,  but  whose  name  I will  not  mention,  for  I do  not  wish 
to  hurt  him,  although  he  is  not  at  all  calculated  to  practise 
surgery  ; well,  this  person  called  upon  me,  and  reque.sted  me 
to  go  immediately  and  see  a patient  of  his,  who  had  a profuse 
bleeding  from  the  penis,  occasioned  by  the  introduction  of  a 
bougie.  I went  and  found  as  he  had  stated  ; I pressed  a roller 
upon  the  perineum,  which  instantly  checked  the  flow  of  blood. 
A short  time  afterwards  I was  sent  for  to  the  same  patient, 
from  the  hemorrhage  having  returned ; this  gentleman  had 
been  lounging  before  the  fire,  with  a foot  on  each  side  of  the 
chimney-piece ; the  warmth  coming  in  contact  with  the  peri- 
neum, had  brought  on  a renewal  of  the  hemorrhage.  1 now 
made  an  incision  upon  the  part,  and  divided  the  artery  of  the 
bulb  ; this  operation  completely  succeeded,  and  the  bleeding 
was  permanently  subdued. 
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'i'liE  first  subject  of  this  evening’s  lecture  will  be 

Abscesses  in  the  Lacun®  of  the  Urethra. 

After  the  violence  of  the  gonorrhoeal  inflammation  has  sub- 
sided, you  frequently  feel  along  the  under  surface  of  the  ure- 
thra a number  of  small  knotty  tumours  ; these,  in  the  course 
of  a short  time,  successively  discliarge  themselves  into  the 
urethra,  and  tlie  swellings  then  subside.  Sometimes  these 
little  abscesses  break  e.Nternally  to  the  uretlira,  thus  forming 
a double  swelling ; but  the  most  frequent  situation  of  ab- 
scesses of  tlie  urethra  from  gonorrhoea,  is  in  the  lacuna  magna, 
opposite  to  the  framum.  These  al).scesses  likewise  form  be- 
tween the  lacunm  and  sci'otum.  When  you  feel  an  abscess 
moving  about  in  tlie  scrotum,  and  that  abscess  occurring 
after  the  inflammation  attending  gonorrhoea,  you  may  be 
pretty  sure  that  it  has  been  formed  in  the  lacunae,  opposite 
the  scrotum,  and  will  prove  troublesome  to  the  practitioner, 
and  dangerous  to  the  patient ; for,  in  this  situation,  abscess 
will  frequently  form,  until  the  patient  sinks  under  the  long 
continuance  and  severity  of  the  disease. 

The  next  situation  in  which  we  find  abscesses  that  are  pro- 
duced by  the  same  cause  is  in  the  perinaeum,  giving  rise  to 
swellings  there  of  considerable  magnitude  ; the  inflammation 
passes  down  the  urethra,  giving  rise  to  great  pain  in  making 
water,  and  still  greater  pain  after  having  passed  it.  If  the  in- 
flammation be  not  checked  in  its  progress,  it  will  give  birth  to 
these  abscesses,  which,  if  permitted  to  remain,  will,  at  length, 
break  through  the  integuments,  and  matter  and  urine  will  be 
discharged  through  the  opening.  The  passage  leading  from 
the  external  wound  to  the  internal  is  exceedingly  tortuous, 
so  that  upon  introducing  a probe,  that  probe  will  not  directly 
enter  the  urethra ; indeed,  you  will  find  some  difficulty  in 
getting  it  there,  from  the  winding  and  irregular  course  of  the 
canal  which  the  matter  has  formed  : the  nature  of  the  wound 
will  at  once  shew  you  that  the  urine  may  easily  become  ex- 
travasated  into  the  cellular  membrane  of  the  neighbouring 
parts.  Abscesses  of  this  description  will  sometimes  give  rise 
to  retention  of  urine  : a man  thus  circumstanced  was  brought 
into  the  other  hospital : upon  passing  the  catheter,  I felt  a 
something  unusual  while  introducing  it,  which  led  me  to  ex- 
amine the  perinaeum ; I there  found  one  of  these  abscesses, 
and,  opening  it  with  a lancet,  gave  the  patient  immediate  re- 
lief. Ihis,  then,  will  prove  one  source  of  retention  of  urine. 
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and  it  is  caused  by  the  pressure  which  the  abscess  makes  upon 
the  urethra. 

The  further  extension  of  the  inflammation  will  be  the 
means  of  producing  abscesses  in  the  follicles  of  the  prostate 
gland  ; these  likewise  will  occasion  retention  of  urine,  and, 
upon  introducing  a catheter  to  relieve  this,  it  occasionally 
occurs  that  the  catheter  will  enter  an  abscess,  and  a consider- 
able quantity  of  matter  will  pass  through  it  before  any  urine 
makes  its  escape  ; at  length,  after  the  whole  of  the  matter  has 
been  evacuated,  the  cause  of  the  retention  having  been  re- 
moved the  urine  can  then  be  freely  expelled  from  the  bladder. 
It  now  and  then  occurs  that  the  two  last  varieties  of  abscess 
I have  mentioned,  by  being  neglected,  have  led  fo  the  forma- 
tion of  fistula  in  ano  ; the  true  character  of  the  fistula  will  be 
learnt  by  observing  that  there  run  from  it  at  different  periods 
a few  drops  of  urine  ; this  will,  of  course,  convince  you  it  is 
connected  with  vhe  bladder. 

Treatment. — Abscesses  of  the  lacunm  of  the  urethra  arising 
from  gonorrhoeal  inflammation  should  be  continually  poul- 
ticed until  the  matter  is  discharged.  After  you  are  satisfied 
that  it  has  once  formed,  it  is  not  right  to  let  the  abscesses 
break  of  themselves.  When,  therefore,  the  hard  knot  that 
you  feel  in  the  urethra  becomes  converted  into  a fluctuating 
tumour  connected  with  the  skin  covering  it,  the  sooner  you 
open  it  the  better.  When  the  abscesses  are  situated  in  the 
lacunjE  opposite  to  the  scrotum,  the  treatment  must  be  ex- 
ceedingly prompt ; for  if  it  be  not,  you  will  endanger  the  life 
of  the  patient.  Into  these  abscesses  make  early  and  free  in- 
cisions ; let  your  incisions  be  of  considerable  size,  and  a great 
deal  larger  externally  than  internally.  1 generally  make  these 
incisions  in  the  middle  of  the  septum,  at  the  anterior  part  of 
the  scrotum.  Now,  when  you  are  called  to  cases  of  abscesses 
in  perinffio,  it  is  necessary  that  you  should  be  particularly  de- 
cisive in  your  management  of  tliese  complaints,  for  tlie  pur- 
pose of  guarding  against  that  troublesome  and  dangerous  dis- 
ease, fistula  in  [jcrinaso  ; for,  owing  to  a variety  of  circum- 
stances, it  is  extremely  difficult  to  cure.  When  called  to  a 
case  of  abscess  in  pcrinaio,  the  best  plan  of  treatment  that 
you  can  pursue,  is  immediately  to  introduce  a catheter,  made 
of  elastic  gum,  (which  is  much  less  likely  to  injure  the  pa- 
tient than  a metallic  one ;)  this  will  relieve  the  retention, 
and  obviate  much  irritation  ; apply  leeches  and  evaporating 
lotions  to  the  swelling,  and  keep  the  bowels  open  by  cooling 
laxatives.  Well,  if  these  measures  should  not  succeed  in  dis- 
pelling the  tumour,  the  moment  that  you  can  distinctly  feel 
fluctuation,  you  should  make  such  an  opening  with  the  lancet 
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as  will  allow  the  luattef  to  escape,  to  prevent  its  burrbwing 
the  skin,  and  producing  additional  mischief  : it  will  save  the 
patient  nuich  pain,  and  will  probably  lead  to  the  speedy  cure 
of  the  disease,  which  might  otherwise  prove  not  only  pro- 
tracted, but  fatal.  Remember,  you  are  not  only  to  open  the 
abscess,  early,  but  keep  introduced  in  the  bladder  an  elastic 
gum  catheter.  An  abscess  of  this  description,  very  much  ne- 
glected, has  been  known  to  break  into  the  rectum,  and  the 
urine  to  be  afterwards  discharged  through  the  unnatural 
course.  In  the  trpatmeut  of  absceses  of  the  lacunae  of  the 
uretlira  and  perineum,  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  you 
should  attend  to  the  state  of  the  patient’s  general  health  ; for 
these  abscesses  often  form  in  broken  constitutions,  and  it  is 
impossible  that  you  can  cure  them  while  the  system  is  in  a 
depraved  and  debilitated  state ; you  should,  therefore,  pre- 
scribe alterative  tonic  medicines,  nutritive  diet,  and  country 
air  ; attention  to  the  state  of  the  constitution  will  sometimes 
cure  these  abscesses,  after  every  local  remedy  has  failed. 

Abscesses  of  the  perinseum  are  often  produced  from  the 
unskilful  manner  in  which  catheters  and^bougies  are  some- 
times introduced,  and  by  using  bougies  of  too  large  or  too 
small  a size. 

There  are  some  cases  of  strictures  so  bad,  so  obstinate,  that, 
use  what  instrument  you  will,  and  with  all  possible  care,  yet 
yon  will  not  succeed  in  overcoming  the  resistance.  You  must 
recollect  the  case  lately  in  the  other  hospital,  where  I was 
under  the  necessity  of  cutting  down  upon  a stricture,  and  im- 
mediately behind  which  was  a urinary  calculus  ; upon  search- 
ing a little  further  1 found  a second,  and  then  the  catheter 
passed  with  ease  into  the  bladder. 

Well,  1 mentioned  to  you,  at  another  part  of  the  lecture, 
that  urinary  fistula  in  ano  sometimes  exist,  and  that  the  in- 
troduction of  a catheter  into  the  bladder  is  not  sufficient  to 
cure  them,  as  the  urine  will,  notwithstanding,  still  continue 
to  escape  by_  the  sinuous  opening.  Urinary  fistula  in  ano  is 
fistula  in  perinaeo  and  fistula  in  ano  blended.  The  first  case 
of  the  kind  that  ever  1 saw,  was  in  a gentleman  from  Kent ; 
two  surgeons  attended  him,  one  of  whom  was  myself.  The 
other  surgeon  injected  the  sinus  ; the  patient  was  directed 
frequently  to  introduce  a catheter  : he  came  to  town  a short 
time  afterwards,  and  told  me  that  he  continued  to  pass  the 
catheter  for  six  weeks,  when,  concluding  that  he  was  cured, 
lie  ceased  to  employ  it.  The  urine,  however,  returned  by  its 
former  course,  and  he  again  came  to  town  for  the  purpose, 
if  Dossible,  of  getting  the  unpleasant  disease  cured.  AVliat  1 
did,  was  to  make  the  same  incision  in  the  perineum,  as  is 
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made  by  tlie  lateral  stoue  operation  : my  object  was  to  divide 
the  sinus  into  two  ; this  succeeded  in  producing  a complete 
cure. 

The  next  subject  to  which  I shall  direct  your  attention,  is 
Extravasation  of  Urine  from  bursting  of  the  Urethra. 

This  can  never  happen  without  the  grossest  neglect  on  the 
part  of  either  the  medical  mau  or  the  patient,  unless,  indeed, 
the  patient  be  in  a situation  where  he  cannot  obtain  medical 
assistance  ; as  individuals,  for  example,  on  board  ships  that  do 
not  carry  surgeons.  It  is  a very  dangerous  complaint,  and  one 
that  is  always  to  be  dreaded.  T wish  there  was  some  legisla- 
tive enactment  to  compel  the  commander  of  every  vessel 
going  a voyage  of  any  di.stance,  to  take  a surgeon  with  him. 
If  such  a law  were,  in  force,  we  should  see  very  few  cases  of 
this  description,  for  the  subjects  of  them  ai'e  generally  unfor- 
tunate sailors,  who  have  been  so  situated  that  they  were  in- 
capable of  procuving  medical  advice.  You  may  see  these  poor 
fellows  often  brought  into  the  hospital  in  the  most  horrid 
condition  from  rupture  of  the  urethra,  and  the  escape  of  the 
urine  into  the  cellular  membrane  of  the  surrounding  parts  ; 
the  scrotum,  in  these  cases,  is  of  a purple  colour,  and  ex- 
tremely distended.  You  probably  make  an  incision  in  the 
scrotum,  for  the  purpose  of  discharging  the  urine  : sometimes 
this  will  be  successful;  but,  at  others,  the  entire  scrotum  will 
•slough,  together  with  a considerable  portion  of  the  surround- 
ing parts  ; nor  is  this  always  the  worst  that  happens,  for  it 
frequently  terminates  in  death.  All  these  calamities  might 
have  been  prevented  by  proper  treatment ; and  when  you  see 
a case  of  this  description,  you  should  immediately  make  into 
the  scrotum  an  incision  of  at  least  two  inches  in  length  ; this 
incision  should  be  in  a direction  upwards,  and  backward  to- 
wards the  nates  ; this  opening  will  permit  the  urine  to  escape, 
and  the  irritation  and  inflammation  which  commonly  take 
place,  would  be,  by  this  simple  practice,  completely  obviated. 
This,  then,  is  the  method  you  are  to  adopt ; — make  a free  in- 
cision, for  the  jmrpose  of  allowing  the  extravasated  urine  to 
flow  out;  attend  to  the  stricture  which  was  the  cause  of  the 
accident,  and  your  patient  will  stand  a fair  chance  of  recovery. 
Where  patients  have  surgical  attendants,  I again  repeat,  that 
this  accident  ought  never  to  occur.  I shall  now  say  a few 
words  to  you  respecting 

.Spasmodic  and  Inflammatory  Strictures. 

'The  spasmodic  stricture  is  usually,  I believe,  more  or  less 
conuected  with  permanent  stricture;  and  1 am  of  opinion 
that  the  spasms  commonly  attack  the  muscular  part  of  tin* 
urethra.  Spasmodic  stricture  may  arise  from  various  causes. 
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and  attacks  individuals  of  all  ages  ; so  recently  as  yesterday  I 
saw  a little  boy,  of  only  four  years  of  age,  the  sul)ject  of  it. 
Common  accidents,  as  fracture  and  dislocation,  will  some- 
times give  rise  to  spasmodic  stricture  ; even  an  operation  for 
aneurism  will  generate  such  a degree  of  irritation  as  to  pro- 
duce it. 

Spasmodic  stricture  is  generally  unattended  with  pain.  I 
mention  this  the  more  particularly,  because  the  inflammatory 
stricture  and  the  spasmodic  have  been  confounded  ; whereas, 
Uie  one  being  unaccompanied  with  pain,  and  the  other  having 
it  distressingly  severe,  is  surely  sullicient  to  mark  the  diseases 
as  completely  distinct:  even  an  irritated  state  of  mind,  or  a 
mind  deeply  engaged  in  study,  will  occasionally  influence  the 
nervous  system  to  such  a degree,  as  to  produce  spasmodic 
stricture  of  the  urethra.  This  complaint  usually  comes  on  of 
a sudden,  is  uniui.\ed  with  pain,  and  the  first  notice  that  a 
patient  has  of  it  is,  that  he  experiences  a diflicully  in  voiding 
his  urine. 

Treatment  of  Spasmodic  Stricture. — You  should  introduce 
a bougie,  letting  it  steal  gently  along  the  urinary  passage  ; and, 
vvdieti  it  arrives  at  the  strictured  part,  thei-e  let  it  rest  for  a 
short  time  ; after  this,  you  should  gradually  push  it  fortvard, 
using  only  a very  slight  force,  but  continuing  that  force  until 
you  have  succeeded  in  passing  the  stricture.  Let  the  bougie 
rest  for  a minute  or  two  in  the  strictured  part,  and  then  with- 
draw it ; directly  that  you  do  so,  the  person  will  be  enabled 
freely  to  pass  his  urine.  If  you  have  not  a bougie  at  hand, 
you  may  employ  a catheter,  and  it  will  answer  equally  well ; 
you  must  take  care,  however,  to  use  it  gently,  as  I have  just 
described.  Other  means  are  adopted,  as  the  exhibition  of 
calomel  and  opium ; antimony  has  also  been  given  with  a 
view  of  producing  sickness  and  general  relaxation  ; the  warm 
bath  has  been  also  employed  with  the  same  view,  as  has,,  the 
tobacco  glyster.  Mr.  Cline  employed  the  muriated  tincture  of 
iron  with  decided  advantage  ; he  gave  five  or  ten  drops  every 
two  or  three  hours,  and  it  succeeded,  when  every  other  means 
had  been  found  unsuccessful.  I have  already  mentioned  to 
yon  that  the  warm  bath  is  a remedy  employed  for  this  com- 
plaint. I now  tell  you,  that  the  cold  bath  has  likewise  been 
had  recourse  to,  and  with  the  most  decided  advantage  ; at  this 
apparent  contradiction  you  probably  are  surprised  ; however, 
.such^  is  the  fact.  Mr.  Robert  Pew,  when  studying  at  these 
hospitals,  was  attending  a gentleman  in  Bishopsgate-street, 
who  had  spasmodic  stricture.  Mr.  Pew  (and  I mention  it  to 
his^  credit,  for  it  shewed  a reflecting  mind),  recollecting  that 
an  immersion  of  his  body  in  cold  water  always  caused  him  to 
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expel  the  contents  of  his  bladder,  recommended  his  patient 
to  jump  into  a cistern  of  cold  water  that  was  standing  in  the 
yard  of  his  house.  He  did  so,  and  the  experiment  completely 
succeeded  ; there  was  perfect  retention  before  the  immersion, 
but  after  it  the  uidne  was  expelled  with  the  utmost  facility. 

There  are  some  very  anomalous  cases  of  spasmodic  strio- 
ture.  Mr.  Western,  a surgeon,  was  in  a chemist’s  shop,  into 
which  a man  came,  and  asked  for  half  a pint  of  lime  water  ; 
this  he  immediately  drank.  Upon  being  questioned  as  to  what 
he  took  it  for,  he  said  that  it  was  to  relieve  a retention  of 
urine  produced  by  stricture.  The  lime-water  relieved  him, 
for,  immediately  after  taking  it,  he  passed  his  iii'ine.  Owing 
to  constitutional  peculiarities,  medicines  that  will  be  success- 
ful with  one  patient,  will  fail  in  another.  You  must,  there- 
fore, have  recourse  to  all,  until  the  object  be  gained. 

Inflammatory  Stricture. 

This  is  equally  quick  in  its  approach  with  the  common  spas- 
modic, but  unlike  it  in  being  accompanied  with  excessive  pain. 
A man  will  consult  you  with  this  complaint,  and  will  tell  you 
he  has  the  most  inordinate  desire  to  make  water,  Imt  cannot. 
After  having  prescribed  for  him,  and  he  has  left  your  house, 
he  will  return  to  you  in  a few  minutes,  and  say  that  he  is  in 
the  most  excniciating  pain,  and  cannot  bear  it  any  longer  ; this 
kind  of  stricture  is  generally  produced  by  the  inflammation  of 
gonorrhoea,  but  there  is  another  mode  by  which  it  is  caused, 
and  that  is  the  introduction  of  a bougie;  for  the  passing  of 
these,  although  done  with  care,  will  sometimes  give  rise  to  a 
violent  inflammation  of  the  urethra. 

Treatment.  When  a person  comes  to  you  having  retention 
of  urine,  with  dreadful  pain  in  the  urethra,  you  should  imme- 
diately take  blood  from  the  arm,  in  such  quantity  as  to  pro- 
duce syncope,  administer  purgatives,  apply  leeches  to  the  pe- 
rinaeum,  and  put  the  patient  into  a warm  bath ; you  will  also, 
in  this  complaint,  find  antimony  and  opium  in  a state  of  com- 
bination particularly  serviceable.  It  is  highly  improper  to  in- 
troduce either  a bougie  or  catheter,  while  the  urethra  is  in 
the  inflamed  state  just  described  ; if  used  with  judgment  and 
decision,  the  means  I have  stated  will  be  sufficient  to  procure 
relief.  There  sometimes  exists  an 

Irritable  State  of  the  Urethra. 

If  attended  with  inflamiqiition,  it  is  of  the  chronic  kind. 
Persons  having  this  complaint  have  a frequent  desire  to  make 
wavCr.  'I’his  disorder  may  be  cured  by  giving,  three  times 
a-day,  an  eighth  part  of  a grain  of  the  oxymuriate  of  mercury, 
and  a drachm  of  the  nitrous  spirit  of  aithcr ; these  may  be 
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taken  in  any  convenient  veliicle,  should  be  continued  for  a 
little  time,  and  the  complaint  will  disappear. 


LECTURE  LVIIL 


The  first  subject  on  which  I shall  this  evening  engage  your 
attention  is,  enlargement  of  the  prostate  gland.  There  are 
three  species  of  disease,  exclusive  of  the  formation  of  calculi, 
by  which  this  gland  is  affected  ; now  the  one  which  I shall 
first  describe  to  you,  is 

Acute  Inflammation  of  the  Prostate  Gland. 

This  complaint  is  not  confined,  like  the  chronic  eiilarge- 
luent,  to  late  periods  of  life,  but  attacks  persons  of  any  age, 
and  generally  terminates  in  suppuration.  The  most  promi- 
nent symptom  which  characterizes  this  complaint,  is  violent 
pain  immediately  after  discharging  the  urine,  and  in  this  re- 
spect the  disease  resembles  stone.  As  the  inflammation  ad- 
vances, an  abscess  in  tlie  prostate  produces  retention  of  urine ; 
this  may  be  relieved  by  a commou  catheter,  it  will  answer  the 
purpose  well,  and  for  tliis  disorder  the  prostatic  catheter  will 
not  be  necessary.  You  therefore  pass  a common  catheter, 
and  about  the  fourth  day  you  will  perceive  that  matter  escapes 
through  it,  and  at  which  time  your  patient  will  be  greatly  re- 
lieved. The 

]\Iedical  Treatment  of  Acute  Inflammation  of  the  Prostate 
Gland,  consists  in  taking  blood  from  the  arm,  and  adminis- 
tering mild  laxatives,  together  with  antimoiiial  medicines. 
Generally  speaking,  the  disease  is  not  so  clearly  manifested 
by  the  symptoms  as  to  satisfy  your  mind  of  its  true  nature, 
until  the  matter  escapes  by  the  catheter  : this,  coupled  with 
the  other  appearane'es,  stamp  its  true  character.  Rigors  do 
not  attend  the  formation  of  this  matter.  The  next  kind  of 
enlarged  prostate  that  I shall  describe  to  you,  may  be  called 
The  Chronic  Inflammation. 

It  is  the  consequence  of  age,  and  not  of  disease  ; when  this 
affection  produces  partial  retention  of  urine,  it  should  be  con- 
sidered as  a salutary  process,  for  it  pi’events  incontinence  of 
urine,  which,  in  old  people,  would  almost  constantly  take 
place,  were  it  not  for  this  preventive.  It  makes  the  urine 
pass  slower  than  natural ; but  this  may  be  excused,  when  it 
is  the  means  of  preventing  a continual  wetting  of  the  clothes. 
Well,  then,  the  first  circumstance  by  which  you  know  that  an 
old  person  has  chronic  enlargement  of  the  prostate  gland,  is 
the  length  of  time  he  requires  for  the  purpose  of  voiding  his 
urine.  All  of  you  must  have  observed  that  an  old  geutieraau 
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is  twice  as  long,  when  engaged  in  this  process,  as  a young 
one ; and  this  is  the  lirst  thing  that  attracts  the  patient’s  at- 
tention. Well,  the  next  thing  noticed  is,  that  the  urine  has  a 
particularly  powerful  smell,  which  arises  from  its  being  am- 
moniated,  in  consequence  of  some  urine  remaining  in  the 
bladder  after  each  discharge.  Remember,  therefore,  that  in 
this  complaint  the  whole  of  the  water,  each  time  it  is  at- 
tempted to  be  expelled,  does  not  pass  away.  The  next  symp- 
toms observable,  are  pain  and  tnumbness  in  the  glans  penis  ; 
the  prepuce  not  possessing  its  usual  sensibility,  sense  of 
weight  and  uneasiness  in  the  perinscura,  relieved  by  pressure 
with  the  finger  ; pain  in  the  back  of  one  or  both  thighs,  in 
the  loins,  and  at  the  origin  of  the  sciatic  nerve,  and  course  of 
the  ureters  ; the  faeces  are  flattened,  the  reason  of  which  is, 
that  pressure  has  been  made  upon  the  rectum  by  the  swollen 
gland.  Persons  having  enlarged  prostate  for  any  length  of 
time,  generally  have  likewise  prolapsus  aui,  and  hemorrhoids  ; 
when  the  enlargement  of  the  gland  is  considerable,  the  pa- 
tient will  kneel,  resting  upon  his  hands,  with  his  knees  widely 
distended,  and  thus  continue  for  a tedious  time,  passing  only 
a few  drops  of  urine,  after  the  most  persevering  efforts,  and 
with  the  most  excruciating  pain.  Besides  what  I have  al- 
ready stated,  the  ammoniacal  smell  of  the  urine,  as  the  dis- 
ease advances,  becomes  highly  offensive,  and  at  length  the 
urine  itself  becomes  white  or  milky  ; this  appearance  shews 
that  the  inflammation  has  extended'  to  the  raucous  membrane 
of  the  bladder.  If  the  urine  be  much  retained,  it  has  the  ap- 
pearance of  coffee,  occasioned  by  an  admixture  of  blood  with 
it ; this  leads  many  practitioners  to  suppose,  for  the  moment, 
that  the  case  is  one  of  stone ; but,  if  you  question  the  patient 
your  doubts  on  this  point  will  be  very  satisfactorily  removed, 
if  you  desire  him  to  stand  up,  and  jump  firmly  on  the  floor, 
he  will  do  so ; if  you  ask  him  whether  he  can  ride  over  a 
rough  road  without  much  pain,  he  will  tell  you  that  he  can  ; 
such  doings  and  replies  as  these  you  would  not  obtain  from  a 
patient  having  stone. 

At  length  the  enlargement  of  the  prostate,  in  many  cases, 
will  proceed  until pt  occasions  complete  retention  of  urine; 
tyiis,  however,  may  be  the  effect  of  retaining  more  urine  in  the 
bladder,  and  for  a longer  period,  than  it  ought ; or  it  may  have 
been  the  result  of  checked  perspiration,  cither  from  cold 
weather,  or  from  having  imprudently  laid  aside  some  flannel 
co.ering;  when  the  retention  has  been  brought  about  by 
cither  of  these  latter  mentioned  causes,  in  conjunction  with 
an  enlarged  prostate.  Exciting  on  suejj  persons  a copious 
perspiration,  will  often  afford  relief. 
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When  you  introduce  a catheter  into  the  bladder  of  a patient 
having  chronic  enlargement  of  the  prostate,  you  will  find  the 
urine  of  a very  high  colour,  and  of  an  exceedingly  offensive 
smell.  Well,  then,  such  are  the  symptoms  which  accompany 
this  kind  of  enlargement  of  the  prostate  gland  ; at  least,  they 
are  such  as  I witness.  Upon  dissection  of  those  who  have 
died  of  this  disease  (and,  without  dissection,  we  know  nothing 
at  all  of  the  matter),  the  prostate  is  found  enlarged  sometimes 
laterally,  but  most  frequently  the  enlargement  is  in  the  pos- 
terior part,  aituattd  in  the  middle,  or  third  lobe.  Well,  as 
the  prostate  enlarges  it  is  pushed  forward  ; in  consequence 
of  which  the  urethra  becomes  curvetl  immediately  before  the 
apex  of  the  prostate  ; indeed,  the  coming  forward  of  the 
prostate  causes  the  urethra  almost  to  double  upon  itself ; the 
curve  thus  formed,  is  at  the  .symphysis  pubis  ; and  it  is  in  this 
situation  that  the  difficulty  on  passing  the  catheter  in  diseased 
prostate  is  found.  'I'racing  on  the  course  of  the  urethra,  be- 
hind the  curved  part,  that  canal  is  seen  much  enlarged  ; the 
next  thing  we  notice  is,  that  the  urethra  itself  is  considerably 
elongated,  that  is,  from  an  inch  and  a half  to  two  inches; 
which  increase  of  length  is  behind  the  pubes,  and  it  is  owing 
to  this  circumstance  that  you  are  under  the  necessity  of  carry- 
ing on  the  catheter  so  great  a distance  after  its  point  has 
passed  the  arch  of  the  pubes.  Well,  then,  as  to  the  prostate 
itself,  we  find  that  it  may  increase  to  a most  enormous  size 
laterally  without  giving  rise  to  retention  of  urine.  But  that 
enlargement  which  occurs  posteriorly  in  the  third  lobe  (and 
which  you  have  an  opportunity  of  observing  in  the  preparation 
now  passing  round  the  theatre),  frequently  occasions  reten- 
tion of  urine,  for  the  enlargement  is  situated  immediately  be- 
hind the  orifice  of  the  urethra  ; thus  the  urine  collects  behind 
the  swelling,  presses  it  upon  the  mouth  of  the  urethra,  and 
forms  a complete  barrier  to  its  passage.  It  is  of  great  import- 
ance for  you  to  understand  this  ; indeed,  a correct  knowledge 
of  the  morbid  anatomy  of  the  parts  is  altogether  of  conse- 
quence, because,  if  you  have  not  this  information,  you  would 
find  the  greatest  diflBculty  in  the  introduction  of  the  catheter; 
whereas,  if  you  possess  it,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  at  all, 
and  the  urine  may  be  drawn  off  with  the  greatest  facility.  It 
was  owing  to  the  imperfect  knowledge  of  the  anatomy  of  these 
parts  that  retention  of  urine  formerly  proved  so  often  fatal, 
which  occurrence  is  now  very,  very  rare  ; the  reason  is,  that 
within  the  last  forty  years  frequent  dissections  have  caused 
these  diseases  to  be  well  understood,  and  an  improved  mode 
of  treatment  has  been  the  result.  Well,  then,  although  the 
enlargement  of  the  middle  lobe  of  the  prostate  will  give  rise 
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to  retention  of  urine,  by  plugging  up  the  orifice  of  the  urethra, 
yet  the  lateral  enlargement,  although  of  great  magnitude,  does 
not  produce  any  such  effect.  That  you  may  be  enabled  perfectly 
to  comprehend  what  I have  been  stating  to  you,  I will  send 
round  for  your  inspection  different  specimens  of  the  diseases  I 
have  noticed.  (The  learned  lecturer  here  delivered  several 
preparations  to  the  students.) 

Well,  gentlemen,  behind  the  prostate  we  frequently  find 
sacs  formed  in  the  coats  of  the  bladder  : here  is  a preparation 
in  which  you  see  nine  ; here  is  another  with,  I believe,  as 
many.  These  sacs  are  produced  in  the  following  manner  ; — 
the  muscular  fibres  of  the  bladder  give  way,  and  between  these 
fibres  the  mucous  membrane  protrudes  ; thus,  in  reality  the 
sacs  are  elongations  of  the  mucous  membrane. 

We  also  find  the  bladder  much  enlarged  in  this  disease  ; as 
also  the  ureters  and  the  pelvis  of  the  kidneys. 

How,  then,  when  diseased  prostate  exists,  are  you  to  know 
it  ? what  are  the  diagnostic  signs  ? Why,  the  enlargement 
laterally  may  be  readily  ascertained  by  introducing  the  finger, 
into  the  rectum  ; but  the  enlargement  of  the  middle  lobe  can- 
not be  so  learnt.  In  wliat  way,  then  ? Why,  by  the  intro- 
duction of  a catheter  or  bougie,  and  the  latter  is  the  best ; it 
will  be  found  to  stop  suddenly  ; you  are  then  to  introduce  a 
catheter,  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  off  the  water  ; the  in- 
strument will  be  resisted  in  its  common  course,  and  you  must 
depress  the  handle  a good  deal,  with  a view  of  tilting  its  point 
over  the  enlarged  gland  ; thus  the  end  of  the  instrument  will 
be  rising  perpendicularly,  as  it  were,  behind  the  pubes. 

These,  then,  are  the  means  you  are  to  employ  to  obtain  a 
correct  diagnosis.  Now,  with  regard  to  the  cause  of  reten- 
tion of  urine,  in  those  cases  of  enlargement  of  the  prostate, 
where  the  disease  exists  in  the  third  lobe,  it  generally  arises 
from  the  urine  having  been  allowed  to  remain  in  the  bladder 
for  too  long  a period,  thus  collecting  in  so  large  a quantity 
that  the  swollen  lobe  is  pressed  forward  against  the  mouth  of 
the  urethra,  and  thus  closes  the  entrance  to  that  canal. 

With  regard  to  the  causes  of  enlargement  of  the  prostate, 
it  is  often  the  result  of  libidinous  age  ; old  |)eople  frequently 
feel  a greater  degree  of  excitement  than  the  constitution  is 
capable  of  supporting,  and  disease  is  the  consequence ; 
powerful  excitement  is  by  no  means  desirable  for  aged  indi- 
viduals. 

I shall  next  proceed  to  consider  the 

Treatment  of  Enlarged  Prostate. — Very  little  can  be  effected 
here  by  medicine  ; it  is  a disease  over  which  medicines  have 
but  very  slight  influence ; you  may,  however,  give  the  oxy- 
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muriate  of  mercury  in  very  small  quantities,  for  I believe  I 
have  seen  it  beneficial.  But  this  is  the  treatment  only  for  the 
enlargement  of  the  gland.  Well,  but  when  retention  of  urine 
takes  place,  what  plan  of  treatment  are  you  to  adopt  then  ? 
When  no  urine  whatever  can  be  passed,  and  when  there  is 
great  pain  at  the  neck  of  the  bladder  ? Why,  you  must  take 
blood  from  the  arm,  apply  leeches  to  the  perinDeum,  adminis- 
ter purgatives,  and  put  the  patient  into  a warm  bath. 

If  these  means  should  succeed  in  procuring  relief,  the  best 
medicine  that  can  lifterwards  be  given  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
venting a return  of  the  retention,  and  at  the  same  time  of 
lessening  the  inconvenience  which  sometimes  attends  the 
complaitit,  is  composed  of  fifteen  drops  of  the  liquor,  potassae, 
five  drops  of  bals.  copaib.  and  an  ounce  and  a half  of  mist, 
camphor.  If  yon  give  fifteen  or  twenty  drops  of  the  balsam, 
it  then  produces  a stimulating  effect,  and  does  harm  ; admi- 
nister it  in  the  quantity  that  I have  just  mentioned  to  you,  in 
conjunction  with  the  other  medicines,  to  which  you  may  add 
5ij.  Mucilag.  Gu.  Acac. — I was  attending  with  Dr.  Key,  a 
gentleman  from  the  country  having  this  disease,  and  in  whom 
it  proved  a source  of  much  annoyance  : we  at  first  gave  him 
ten  drops  of  the  balsam,  with  the  other  medicines  ; this  quan- 
tity, however,  was  found  too  stimulating,  the  dose  w’as  re- 
duced to  seven  drops,  and  ultimately  to  five ; after  continuing 
it  for  a short  time,  we  had  the  pleasure  of  sending  this  gen- 
tleman back  to  the  country  very  much  relieved.  This  medi- 
cine is  by  far  the  best  remedy  for  this  complaint  that  I am  ac- 
quainted with.  Other  medicines,  as  the  carbonates  of  soda 
and  magnesia,  the  liquor  potass®,  and  opium,  are  occasion- 
ally given ; but,  as  the  latter  produces  costiveness,  it  is  de- 
cidedly improper.  I can  assure  you,  with  much  confidence, 
that  the  first  medicine  I described  to  you  will  be  found  the 
best.  It  will  afford  considei’able  relief,  which  is  all  that  you 
can  expect,  for  you  must  not  dream  of  making  a cure. 

When  you  are  called  upon  to  relieve  retention  of  urine, 
from  enlarged  prostate,  by  the  introduction  of  a catheter,  the 
instrument  should  be  fourteen  inches  in  length,  and  a quarter 
of  an  inch  in  diameter.  In  consequence  of  the  pressure  within, 
a broad  instrument  will  answer  better  than  a narrow  one,  for 
being  bulbous  at  the  end,  it  will  readily  ride  over  the  enlarge- 
ment. When  introducing  the  catheter,  you  will  meet  with  no 
difliculty  until  you  reach  tlie  curve,  which  the  enlargement  of 
the  gland  has  produced  in  the  urethra;  the  handle  of  the  in- 
stiuinent  is  to  be  here  slightly  raised,  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
sinuating the  point  through  the  curved  part.  Having  passed 
this,  you  are  then  to  depress  the  handle  completely  between  the 
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thighs,  so  as  to  occasion  the  point  of  the  instrument  imme- 
diately to  rise  perpendicularly  above  the  pubes.  Well,  then 
there  is  no  other  difficulty  of  introducing  the  catheter  in  this 
disease  more  than  is  experienced  underj  ordinary  circum- 
stances. Recollect,  after  having  passed  the  curved  part  of  the 
urethra  (the  situation  of  which  I have  already  explained  to 
you),  you  are  then  to  depress  the  handle  as  much  as  you  pos- 
sibly can  ; this  will  cause  the  point  to  enter  the  bladder  be- 
tween the  pubes  and  enlarged  lobe. 

If  any  gentleman  within  these  walls  should  ever  be  under 
the  necessity  of  puncturing  the  bladder  for  enlarged  prostate, 
which  I trust  in  God  he  will  not,  it  must  be  done  above  the 
pubes  ; but  it  never  need  be  attempted  at  all,  if  you  can  per- 
form your  duty.  I have  known  enlarged  prostate  occasionally 
occur  in  very  young  people ; an  instance  of  this  kind  hap- 
pened in  the  other  hospital;  a boy  was  admitted,  having 
symptoms  of  stone:  but,  before  I say  more  of  this,  while  1 
think  of  it,  I want  to  add  a few  words  on  the  treatment  of 
diseased  prostate.  An  elastic  gum  catheter  is  sometimes  in- 
troduced into  the  bladder,  and  kept  there : in  passing  an  elas- 
tic gum  catheter,  the  removal  of  the  stilette  will  sometimes 
cause  it  to  enter  with  ease^  when  it  would  not  previously  pass 
at  all.  If  it  be  deemed  requisite  to  leave  the  catheter  in  the 
bladder,  I should  prefer  one  of  pewter  rather  than  elastic  gum, 
for  it  can  be  curved  down  before  the  scrotum,  and,  by  plug- 
ging upon  the  end,  the  patient  may  move  about  as  he  likes,  and, 
at  any  time  he  wishes,  can  expel  his  urine.  Thus  the  instru- 
ment becomes  productive  of  great  comfort.  Let  me  observe  to 
you,  that  if  you  employ  a pewter  catheter,  it  should  be  quite 
new,  and  ought  not  to  be  worn  for  a longer  period  than  a fort- 
night, for  the  urine  acts  upon  the  metal,  renders  it  brittle, 
and  may  probably  cause  the  instrument  to  snap,  if  the  time  be 
extended  beyond  what  I have  stated. 

I just  now  mentioned  to  you,  in  reference  to  young  persons 
having  enlarged  prostate,  that  a boy  was  admitted  into  the 
other  hospital,  having  symptoms  of  stone,  in  consequence  of 
which  he  was  sounded,  and  the  operation  of  lithotomy  was 
about  to  be  performed  : the  sounding,  however,  brought  on 
inflammation  of  tlie  bladder,  which  terminated  in  the  boy’s 
death  ; upon  dissection,  it  was  found  that  the  symptoms  for 
which  he  had  been  sounded,  were  produced  by  an  enlarged 
prostate  gland. 

I have  one  other  observation  to  make ; persons  will  come 
to  you  for  some  supposed  complaint  in  the  bladder,  and,  upon 
inquiry,  they  will  tell  you,  that  they  can  pass  their  urine; 
now,  If  the  disease  consists  of  enlarged  prostate,  some  urine 


488 


ON  IRRITABLE  BLADDER. 


will  still  remain  ; desire  them,  therefore,  to  make  water,  and 
then  introduce  the  catheter : if  the  case  he  one  of  enlarged 
prostate,  you  will  be  enabled  to  draw  off  from  half  a pint  to  a 
pint  of  urine,  having  a strong  ammoniacal  smell.  A gentle- 
man, about  six  weeks  since,  called  upon  me,  whose  case  was 
similar  to  what  I have  just  stated: — on  inquiry  as  to  whether 
he  had  passed  his  uriue,  he  told  me  he  had  just  done  so  ; upon 
introducing  the  catheter,  I drew  from  his  bladder  a pint  of 
'urine,  having  a highly  offensive  ammoniacal  smell.  You  have 
only  to  teach  a patient  who  is  thus  circumstauced  how  to  intro- 
duce the  catheter  for  himself,  and  his  danger  will  be  at  an  end. 

The  last  circumstance  connected  with  the  prostate  which  I 
have  to  mention  to  you,  is  that  you  will  sometimes  find 
Fungous  Polypi 

growing  from  its  base.  Here  is  a preparation,  in  which  yon 
have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  nature  of  the  disease,  and 
here  is  another  of  the  same  description  ; this  specimen  was 
taken  from  a man  who  lived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  hos- 
pitals. A catheter  was  passed  into  the  bladder  of  this  man,  in 
consequence  of  retention  of  urine.  For  nearly  the  whole  of 
the  day  on  which  the  instrument  was  introduced,  he  expelled 
nothing  hut  blood ; other  attacks  succeeding  this,  at  length  he 
died.  The  preparation  now  before  you  was  taken  from  his 
bladder.  1 am  not  aware  of  any  plan  of  treatment  that  is 
likely  to  be  successful  for  the  removal  of  this  disease  ; it  ap- 
pears to  be  entirely  out  of  our  reach. 


LECTURE  LIX. 


The  first  subject  of  which  I shall  speak,  is 
Irritable  Bladder. 

During  the  latter  stages  of  gonorrhoea,  it  often  happens  that 
the  patient  is  annoyed  by  a frequent  desire  to  void  his  urine ; 
this  symptom  at  length  becomes  so  urgent,  that  the  inclination 
to  empty  the  bladder  occurs  as  often  as  every  ten  minutes  or 
quarter  of  an  hour.  The  pain  that  the  patient  feels  is  in  ex- 
act proportion  to  the  quantity  of  urine  contained  in  the  blad- 
der, the  greater  the  quantity,  the  more  .severe  will  be  the 
pain.  Sometimes  in  this  complaint  the  urine  will  be  mixed 
w'ith  blood  ; this  appearance  is  calculated  to  deceive  you,  and 
excite  a suspicion  of  the  existence  of  stone,  and  induce  you  to 
pass  a souud  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying  your  doubts  : now 
in  this  disease  the  introduction  of  an  instrument  into  the  blad- 
der is  highly  improper,  as  it  would  produce  additional  irri- 
tation. The  mode  by  which  you  can  distinguish  irritable  blad- 
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der  from  stone,  is  this  ; attend  to  the  state  of  the  bladder  when 
the  patient  is  in  pain,  and  when  he  enjoys  a repose,  if  the 
case  be  one  of  irritable  bladder,  there  will  be  no  pain  after 
the  expulsion  of  the  urine;  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  case  be 
stone,  after  the  expulsion  of  the  water  then  pain  will  be  felt. 
By  attending  to  this  you  may  readily  distinguish  one  complaint 
from  the  other.  In  irritable  bladder,  therefore,  the  pain  is 
felt  when  the  bladder  is  full ; in  case  of  calculus,  the  pain  tor- 
tures when  nothing  but  the  stone  remains.  Sometimes  the  dis- 
ease goes  on  to  produce  ulceration  of  the  bladder ; the  urine 
will  then  be  mixed  with  blood  ; there  will  likewise  be  a dis- 
charge of  bloody  mucus,  aud  the  inclination  to  void  the  urine 
will  be  more  frequent,  and  exceedingly  urgent.  Cancer  of  the 
uterus  is  probably  a more  painful  complaint  than  any  other  ; 
but,  with  the  exception  of  that  disorder,  I am  not  acquainted 
with  a single  one  which  tortures  to  such  a degree  as  ulcerated 
bladder,  irritable  bladder  of  itself  is  a dreadful  disorder, 
the  patient’s  life  is  a burthen  to  him,  he  is  obliged  to  keep 
from  society,  and  linger  away  his  tedious  hours  in  solitude. 
This  disease,  formidable  as  it  is,  may  be  brought  on  by  very 
slleht  cau.ses  ; even  the  retention  of  the  urine,  from  motives 
of  delicacy,  beyond  the  period  when  there  was  a desire  to  dis- 
charge it,  has  been  known  to  give  birth  to  this  horrible  afflic- 
tion. A young  gentleman,  with  a party  of  ladies,  was  about  to 
leave  them  for  the  purpose  of  making  water,  at  the  moment 
when  the  latter  called  their  carriage  ; he  thought  at  the  mo- 
ment that  it  would  be  indelicate  to  withdraw,  and  accordingly 
got  into  the  carriage,  having  at  the  time  a strong  desire  to 
pass  his  urine  ; in  the  greatest  agony  he  rode  twelve  miles 
with  his  bladder  full,  at  which  time,  having  arrived  at  the  end 
of  their  journey,  he  endeavoured  to  make  water,  when,  to 
hi.s  utter  astonishment,  he  could  not  void  a drop  ; a surgeon 
was  sent  for,  who  took  away  the  urine  by  means  of  a cathe- 
ter ; this  afforded  relief;  but  irritable  bladder  followed,  then 
the  suppurative  process,  aud  at  last  the  sufferer  died  from  ex- 
haustion. Upon  Dissection  of  those  who  die  of  irritable  blad- 
der, the  mucous  membrane  has  been  found  in  a state  of  ex- 
treme vascularity ; the  quantity  of  blood  in  the  vessels  rendering 
it  as  florid  as  red  velvet.  A respectable  surgeon,  of  Finsbury- 
square,  attended  a patient  for  another  disease,  of  which  he 
died  : the  individual  had,  however,  for  a long  period  been  the 
subject  of  irritable  bladder,  and,  on  examining  the  body,  the 
disease  had  been  so  protracted,  that  ulcerated  spots  were  seen 
in  different  parts,  and  the  mucous  membrane  had  nearly  been 
removed  ; that  part  which  remained,  was  uncommonly  vascu- 
lar, and  resembled  the  tuuica  conjunctiva  when  under  the  in- 
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fluence  of  acute  inflammation.  I can  state  to  you  tliat  irri- 
table bladder  is  sometimes  the  result  of  gonorrhoeal  inflam* 
mation  ; at  others  is  caused  by  retaining  the  urine  too  long. 
Now  then,  as  to  the 

Treatment. — Your  first  object  should  be  to  keep  the  blad- 
der in  a state  of  rest;  nothing  can  be  done  without  it.  Opium 
should  be  given  in  doses  of  from  one  to  two  grains,  with  a 
view  of  allaying  the  pain  and  irritation,  and  with  the  same 
object  five  or  si.v  grains  should  be  introduced  into  the  rectum, 
in  the  form  of  suppositories.  You  may  also  administer  opium 
in  conjunction  with  the  liquor,  potass® ; as  the  former, 
however,  occasions  costiveness,  you  had  better  combine  the 
latter  with  some  bitter  tincture.  A confined  state  of  the 
bowels  is  to  be  obviated  by  the  exhibition  of  castor  oil.  After 
shaving  off  the  hair,  a blister  should  be  applied  over  the 
region  of  the  pubes  ; tlie  counter-irritation  thus  produced  will 
prove  ,of  infinite  service.  Tliere  is  a foolish  prejudice  against 
the  use  of  blisters  in  complaints  of  the  bladder,  from  a belief 
that  the  cantharides  become  absorbed — this  is  a false  theory. 

To  keep  the  bladder  in  a state  of  rest,  a short  catheter 
should  be  kept  introduced ; the  instrument  should  only  just 
enter  the  bladder ; you  know  that  the  length  of  the  urethra 
scarcely  ever  varies  from  nine  inches  ; consequently  you  have 
no  difficulty  in  knowing  the  length  of  the  instrument  that  you 
ought  to  pass  : a flexible  catheter  is  the  one  that  you  are  to 
employ,  and  after  sufficient  has  been  introduced,  the  remain- 
der may  be  cut  off ; it  should  be  tied  to  a bandage  carried  be- 
tween the  thighs  and  round  the  loins.  The  instrument  thus 
used  will  afford  great  ease,  and  keep  the  bladder  at  rest,  by 
allowing  the  urine  to  escape  as  fast  as  it  streams  from  the  ure- 
ters ; thus  keeping  the  bladder  continually  empty.  If  the 
bladder  should  be  ulcerated,  it  ought  not  to  prevent  this 
method  of  treatment ; on  the  contrary,  it  is  the  best  that  can 
be  adopted  ; for,  by  keeping  the  bladder  at  rest,  you  afford 
the  sores  an  opportunity  of  healing  ; this,  then,  is  the  treat- 
ment for  irritable  and  ulcerated  bladder.  Of 

Mucous  Disease  of  the  Bladder, 

Or,  it  might  be  denominated,  catarrh  of  the  bladder.  This 
disease  is  known  by  the  discharge  from  the  urethra  of  an 
enormous  quantity  of  ropy  mucus  ; it  is  so  thick,  that  it  will 
hang  to  the  sides  of  tlie  vessel,  and  is  of  a yellow  colour.  It 
is  produced  from  the  internal  surface  of  the  kidneys,  ureters, 
and  bladder.  I this  morning  saw  a gentleman  having  this 
complaint,  and  it  had  existed  for  two  years.  The 

Treatment  is  as  follows  ; — Introduce  a short  catheter,  as  in 
the  last  case  : let  your  medical  treatment  consist  in  the  exhi- 
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bition  of  oxymur.  hydrarg.  gr.  J ter  die;  and  likewise  three 
times  a- day  you  should  give  31.  spir.  aether,  nitrici  in  giss 
mist,  camphor.  Persons  having  this  disease  should  drink 
plentifully  of  soda  water.  But  the  best  remedy  that  they  can 
possibly  take  is  the  balsam  of  copaiba ; no  medicine  so  com- 
pletely robs  the  urine  of  mucus  as  this.  Eight  or  ten  drops 
three  times  a-day  will  usually  be  found  quite  sufficient:  it 
may  he  given  in  conjunction  with  the  medicines  before- 
mentioned,  or  in  3ij  mucilag.  gum.  acac.  et  5X.  aq.  font. 

Paralysis  of  the  Bladder. 

Now  and  then  a paralytic  state  of  the  bladder  occurs.  In 
early  life,  a case  of  this  kind  for  the  moment  very  much  sur- 
prised me : a man  came  to  my  house,  stating,  that  he  could 
not  make  water.  I made  him  lie  down  on  three  chairs,  and 
then,  without  the  least  difficulty,  introduced  a catheter ; but, 
to  my  astonishment,  not  a drop  of  urine  came  away  : and  I 
was  the  more  astonished,  as  I could  distinctly  feel  the  instru- 
ment above  the  pubes.  I desired  him  to  rise  from  the  chairs 
and  stand  up  : well,  the  moment  he  did  so,  the  urine  directly 
began  to  flow  in  a full  stream  ; this  arose  from  the  weight  of 
the  super-incumbent  viscera  pressing  on  the  bladder;  and, 
although  the  urine  flowed  freely  while  in  the  erect  posture, 
yet,  when  the  body  was  horizontal,  not  a drop  would  escape. 
He  was  cured  by  blistering  the  loins,  and  by  giving  him  a pill 
twice  a-day,  composed  of  five  grains  of  the  Chio  turpentine, 
and  a quarter  of  a grain  of  powdered  cantharides : by  these 
means,  the  voluntary  power  of  the  bladder  became  restored. 

It  occasionally  happens  that  persons  will  be  troubled  by 
frequent  bleedings  from  the  kidneys.  I knew  a female  who 
was  annoyed  in  this  way  for  more  than  three  months. 

Treatment. — In  these  cases  you  must  order  the  recumbent 
posture  to  be  rigidly  adhered  to,  in  order  to  give  the  vessels 
an  opportunity  of  closing.  The  bals.  copaib.  should  also  be 
prescribed  in  small  doses.  The  diet  should  be  low  : recollect 
there  must  be  no  change  from  the  recumbent  posture  until 
.some  time  after  the  bleedings  have  ceased  ; and  deviations 
from  this  rule  will  frustrate  your  curative  intentions. 

The  next  disease  to  which  I shall  direct  your  attention  is 
Chordee. 

The  name  may  make  some  of  you  smile,  at  least  those  of 
you  who  have  not  felt  it.  A chordee  is  a painful  erection  of 
the  penis  ; and,  during  the  erection,  the  penis  is  drawn  either 
violently  back,  or  to  one  side.  The  cause  of  the  complaint  i.s 
an  inflammatory  condition  of  the  corpus  spongiosum,  and  the 
pain  i.s  produced  by  the  dilatation  of  the  vessels,  from  the  in- 
flux of  blood,  to  cause  an  erection.  'I'hc  disease  is  most  trou- 
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blesome  at  night,  when  tlie  patient  is  warm  in  bed  ; and  one 
ingenious  gentleman,  with  a view  to  keep  the  parts  cool,  in- 
vented a tube  to  pass  between  the  legs,  under  the  clothes,  to 
the  outside  of  the  bed,  for  the  purpose  of  admitting  a current 
of  cold  air.  The 

Treatment  consists  in  the  application  of  poultices,  fomenta- 
tions, and  leeches.  During  the  night  the  penis  may  be  enve- 
loped with  linen,  wetted  with  the  lotion  plumb,  subacet.  Eva- 
porating lotions  may  also  be  employed  ; the  best  medicine  that 
you  can  give  is  thus  formed; 

R.  Liquor,  potass,  m.xx. 

Extr.  conii.  gr.iij. 

Mist  cam])h.  3X. 

Ft.  haust. — It  should  be  taken  three  times  a-day,  and  will 
be  attended  with  the  best  effects.  Calomel  and  opium  may 
also  be  Jadininistered  with  much  advantage.  You  may  give  a 
pill  every  night,  composed  of  a grain  of  calomel,  a grain  of 
opium,  and  two  grains  of  camphor;  this  will  be  found  mate- 
rially to  abate  the  pain,  and  will  be  productive,  of  much  com- 
fort. To  get  rid  of  the  hardness  which  often  remains  after  the 
painful  erections  have  disappeared,  you  should  rub  the  part 
with  the  ung.  hydr.  camphorat.  and  apply  some  of  the  same 
ointment  spread  on  umbrella  silk;  by  pursuing  this  plan  of 
treatment,  the  hardness  will  generally  disappear.  There  is  a 
CnKoNic  Choruek, 

Of  w’hich  I wish  to  say  a few  words.  It  is  of  this  kind  : some- 
times, after  a person  has  had  gonorrhoea  very  severely,  the 
dorsum  of  the  penis  will  become  so  extremely  hard,  as,  upon 
CKamination,  to  feel  ossified.  'J’o  remove  this  hardness,  you 
should  direct  the  liuimentum.  hydrarg.  to  be  rubbed  on  the 
part  night  and  morning  ; or  you  may  order  it  to  be  kept  co- 
vered by  a plaster  of  the  cerat.  saponis ; this  acts  like  a poul- 
tice, and  when  the  complaint  is  recent,  will  answer  very  well ; 
but,  when  of  long  standing,  you  must  have  recourse  to  the 
liniment,  hydrarg.  and  even  this  will  often  fail,  owing  to  the 
extremely  thickened  state  of  the  tendinous  sheath  of  the  dor- 
sum. 

Of  Bleedings  from  the  Urethra. 

We  are  sometimes  called  to  persons  having  considerable 
haemorrhage  from  the  urethra.  It  sometimes  occurs  from  the 
rupture  of  a vessel  during  inflammation  ; at  other  times,  and 
more  frequently  so,  it  is  caused  by  the  introduction  of  a ca- 
theter or  bougie.  From  whatever  cause  it  proceed,  the 
Treatment  is  very  simple : jiress  the  finger  and  thumb 
upon  the  urethra,  deep  in  the  periiiaeum,  and  observe  if  you 
command  the  bleeding ; if  you  do  not,  bring  your  hand  a 
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little  nearer  towards  you  : proceeding  carefully  in  this  way, 
ycm  will  at  last  learn  the  precise  spot  from  whence  the  blood 
hows,  which  you  will  generally  find  to  be  from  that  part  of 
the  urethra  opposite  the  symphysis  pubis.  If  you  continue  to 
press  with  your  finger  and  thumb  for  a quarter  of  an  hour  or 
twenty  minutes,  the  bleeding  will  cease ; but  as  this  would 
be  tedious,  and  often  inconvenient,  a compress  placed  upon 
the  part,  and  secured  by  a roller  carried  round  the  loins,  and 
brought  up  between  the  thighs,  will  answer  equally  well,  and 
perhaps  better,  as  it  may  be  worn  for  an  hour  or  two  if  deemed 
necessary.  I have  gone  into  a room,  and  found  a person 
soused  all  over  with  water,  in  consequence  of  a bleeding  of 
this  description  ; such  a practice  is  useless  and  absurd.  You 
may  give  to  the  patient  some  aperient  medicine  ; and,  to 
lessen  the  disposition  to  hemorrhage,  you  may  take  blood 
from  the  arm.  The  next  subject  to  which  1 shall  call  your 
attention,  is 

Inflammation  of  the  Testicle  and  Epididymis. 

This  complaint,  from  an  error  of  pathology,  used  to  be 
called  heniia  humoralis,  in  consequence  of  a belief  that  it 
arose  from  a fluxion  of  humours  to  the  testicles.  'I’he  inflam- 
mation of  the  testicles  generally  shews  itself  from  within  ten 
to  fourteen  days  after  the  apjiearance  of  the  gonorrhoeal  dis- 
charge. The  first  symptom  indicative  of  inflammation  of  the 
testicles,  is  a sensation  of  a drop  of  urine  in  the  perimeum  ; 
at  this  time  the  inflammation  is  proceeding  down  the  urethra, 
and,  before  it  reaches  the  testicle,  affects  the  prostate,  veru- 
moiitanum,  vasa  deferentla,  proceeds  up  the  cord  to  the  ab- 
dominal ring,  then  attacks  the  epididymis  ; and,  finally,  the 
testicle  itself.  While  the  inflammation  is  confined  to  the 
epididymis,  the  patient  feels  little  or  no  pain ; but  when  it 
has  passed  to  the  body  of  the  testicle,  then  there  will  be  felt 
excessive  pain  in  consequence  of  the  unyielding  nature  of  the 
tunica  albuginea.  The  scrotum  is  sometimes  reddened,  aris- 
ing from  the  degree  of  violence  which  characterizes  the  in- 
flammation. 'I'he  pain  does  not,  generally  speaking,  cor- 
respond to  the  continued  course  of  the  inflammation  just  now 
described  to  you  ; and,  in  fact,  the  inflammation  itself  often 
appears  less  regular  in  its  progress.  'I'he  introduction  of  a 
bougie  is  a common  cause  of  this  complaint;  and  let  me  tell 
you,  that  when  it  gives  much  pain,  or  excites  inflammation,  it 
should  not  be  used  for  three  or  four  days  together  ; but  ra- 
ther at  intervals  of  three  or  four  days  ; tlie 

Treatment  to  be  pursued  is,  first,  to  order  the  patient  a sus- 
pensory bandage,  (indeed,  if  the  gonorrhoea  be  at  all  violent, 
it  is  not  right  to  attempt  its  cure  without  one  : it  will  often 
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prove  3 preventive  to  inflamed  testicles.)  Well,  then,  first 
order  a suspensory  bandage ; give  the  patient  two  or  three 
calomel  and  colocynth  pills ; and  in  the  morning  a dose  of 
infusion  of  senna  with  sulphate  of  magnesia.  Apply  to  the 
testis  a lotion,  composed  of  one  ounce  of  spirits  of  wine  and 
five  ounces  of  water  ; or,  muriate  of  ammonia  and  water, 
and  a small  quantity  of  the  spirit.  These  means  usually  suc- 
ceed in  overcoming  the  disease  ; if  they  should  not,  you  must 
take  blood  from  the  scrotum,  but  not  by  the  application  of 
leeches,  at  least  not  in  private  practice,  as  the  mess  they  pro- 
duce would,  in  all  probability,  lead  to  an  exposure  of  your 
patient’s  malady ; therefore,  what  I do  is  this — I direct  the 
patient  to  stand  befoi  e me,  and,  making  the  skin  of  the  scro- 
tum tense,  I open  three  or  four  of  the  veins  with  the  point 
of  the  lancet ; then,  by  fomenting  the  scrotum  with  a little 
warm  water,  or  directing  the  patient  to  stand  before  a fire, 
in  five  or  ten  minutes  you  obtain  as  much  blood  as  is  requisite, 
and,  by  then  making  the  patient  lie  down,  the  bleeding  will 
immediately  cease : thus,  by  this  method,  in  a few  minutes 
you  procure  more  blood  than  you  would  in  double  the  time 
by  the  application  of  leeches,  and  without  any  exposure.  'The 
weight  of  poultices  is  an  objection  to  their  employment ; but 
fomentation  may  be  prescribed  with  advantage,  as  they  un- 
load the  vessels,  and  act  beneficially  in  the  same  manner  as 
leeches.  At  the  same  time  purgative  medicines  should  be 
freely  administered. 

In  some  irritable  constitutions,  even  all  the  remedies  which 
I have  named  will  not  be  successful,  the  pain  and  inflamma- 
tion still  continuing;  and  you  are  under  the  necessity  of 
having  recourse  to  opium— the  best  form  iu  which  it  can  be 
given  is  that  of  the  compound  ipecacuanha  powder.  I pre- 
scribe ten  grains  of  this,  and  two  grains  of  calomel,  to  be 
taken  at  night ; sometimes  I order  them  night  and  morning. 
Dover’s  powder  and  calomel  thus  combined,  without  o«cep- 
tion,  form  the  best  remedy  that  I am  acquainted  with,  for  sub- 
duing irritable  inflammation  ; and  after  the  operation  of  pur- 
gatives you  will  find  them  of  infinite  service. 

Well,  it  sometimes  happens  that,  notwithstanding  all  we 
can  do,  abscesses  in  the  te.sticle  will  form  ; we  must  then  ap- 
ply poultices  and  fomentations,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
them  to  a speedy  issue.  After  the  discharge  of  the  matter, 
should  any  sinuses  remain,  yon  must  inject  with  a solution  of 
sulphate  of  copper,  in  the  proportion  of  tw'o  grains  to  an 
ounce  of  water  ; diluted  sulphuric  acid  is  occasionally  used, 
but  I give  the  preference  to  the  former.  The  reason  that 
there  is  so  much  difficulty  in  getting  these  sinuses  to  heal,  is 
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tliat  the  semen  is  a fluid  which  is  constantly  secreting  day  and 
night,  consequently  the  adhesive  inflammation  is  interrupted 
in  its  progress. 

From  these  sinuses 

Fungi 

frequently  sprout  out.  The  treatment  consists  in  paring  them 
oflf  at  their  roots,  and  then  bringing  the  edges  of  the  external 
wound  in  contact.  These  fungi  are  not  of  a malignant  na- 
ture ; tliey  resemble  those  that  occasionally  shoot  from  the 
brain. 

Well,  a few  words  more,  and  then  I will  conclude. 

Wasting  of  the  Testes. 

This  sometimes  takes  place,  and  is  produced  by  two  causes, 
absorption  and  ulceration.  Here  (showing  a preparation)  is 
an  example  of  this  : when  this  effect  is  produced,  it  is  gene- 
rally in  lads  from  fourteen  to  seventeen  years  of  age.  It  is  a 
curious  circumstance,  that  if  a boy  of  fifteen  or  sixteen  gets  a 
gonorrhoea,  that  it  is  often  succeeded  by  a wasting  of  one  or 
both  testicles.  This  effect  is  not  the  result  of  gonorrhoea 
only  ; but  any  cause  producing  inflammation  of  the  testes,  in 
very  young  persons,  will  now  and  then  lead  to  a similar  mis- 
fortune. 1 have  known  it  happen  in  consequence  of  blows 
from  cricket  bats  and  balls.  The  only 

Treatment  likely  to  prevent  their  entire  decay,  is,  probably, 
to  employ  them,  to  render  them  active,  before  the  whole  of 
the  glandular  structure  has  become  destroyed.  If,  however, 
the  inflammation  of  the  testicle  has  been  severe,  that  alone  is 
sufficient  to  derange  the  glandular  structure  in  very  young 
persons.  I have  known  both  testicles  waste  from  the  forma- 
tion of  scrofulous  sympathetic  bubo. 


LECTURE  LX. 

Gentlemen,  having  at  a former  time  treated  of  chronic  en- 
largement of  the  testicle,  and  irritable  testicle,  1 shall  proceed 
this  evening  to  consider  sympathetic  bubo. 

Svmpatmetic  Bubo 

is  usually  the  result  of  inflammation  of  the  glands  of  the  penis. 
The  inflammation  extends  on  the  outward  surface  of  tlie 
glands,  the  absorbents  of  the  dorsum  of  the  penis  become  en- 
larged, and,  if  you  rub  your  finger  along  the  dorsum,  you  feel 
them  hardened  like  a knot  or  cord,  and  frequently  connected 
with  the  glands  near  the  pubes.  A bubo  of  this  kind  rarely 
suppurates  ; now  and  then  you  will  meet  with  one  that  sup- 
purates, but  only  in  very  irritable  constitutions.  When  the 
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inflammation  extends  from  the  penis  to  the  glands  of  the 
groin,  these  become  inflamed  also,  and  enlarged  ; and  it  Is 
not  at  all  surprising  for  a swelling,  after  gonorrhoea,  to  come 
on  in  the  groin  ; a patient  under  such  circumstances  is  afraid 
of  a bubo,  and  alarm  is  excited  in  his  mind  of  its  being  syphi- 
litic ; you  may,  however,  calm  his  fears,  and  tell  him  that  It 
is  a common  concomitant  of  gonorrhoea,  and  that  he  need  not 
be  uneasy. 

The  distinction  between  a sympathetic  bubo,  and  one  from 
syphilis,  consists  in- this  circumstance  : — in  general,  one  gland 
only  is  enlarged  in  syphilis ; but  in  a sympathetic  bubo  you 
most  frequently  find  a chain  of  glands  affected.  In  the  groin 
there  are  two  sets  of  glands  ; one  just  above  Poupart’s  liga- 
ment, and  the  other  about  two  inches  or  an  inch  and  a half 
below  it-  the  lower  tier  is  seldom  enlarged  from  sympathy, 
the  upper  frequently.  Whether  the  gland  will  suppurate  or 
not  depends  greatly  on  the  mode  of  treatment : if  mercury 
be  given,  it  will  be  hurried  into  a suppurative  process,  there- 
fore it  should  not  be  used  jo  as  to  produce  a mercurial  action 
in  the  system  ; connected  with  aperients,  it  is  ])roper.  The 
plan  of  treatment  in  sympathetic  bubo  is  the  same  as  that  for 
inflammation  in  any  other  part  of  the  body;  you  purge  the 
patient,  apply  leeches  and  an  evaporating  lotion,  and  advise 
him  to  diminish  his  quantity  of  exercise.  By  this  plan  it  soon 
gives  way,  and  it  is  his  own  fault  if  it  suppurates. 

The  glans  penis  is  covered  with  a plexus  of  absorbents, 
and  by  making  a small  puncture  in  the  skin  of  the  dead 
subject,  and  introducing  some  quicksilver  under  it,  those  of 
the  dorsum  receive  the  mercury,  and  by  this  means  you  in- 
ject the  glands  of  the  groin.  Irritation  by  sympathy,  or  from 
the  venereal  virus,  extends  in  this  direction.  The  plexus  on 
the  glans  become  inflamed,  the  absorbents  on  the  dorsum 
irritated,  and  then  the  glands  of  the  groin  enlarged  ; they  are 
enlarged  by  a continued  sympathy,  rather  than  the  sympathy 
by  which  one  part  becor.;'^  affected  by  another  at  a distance 
from  it;  it  is  by  a c*j:  : V;on  of  the  inflammation,  which 
commences  at  the  in  , -.e  absorbents,  and  terminates  in 

the  gland. 

Gleet. 

Jlie  disease  of  wlucii  i shall  now  proceed  to  speak  is  pro- 
tracted, and  diflicult  to  cure ; but  first  I have  a few  words  to 
say  on  the  natnre  of  gleet.  Gleet  is  said  to  be  that  stage  of 
gouorrheea  when  the  discharge  ceases  to  be  Infectious.  I 
doubt  whether  there  is  such  a complaint  as  gleet,  according 
to  this  definition,  for  I cannot  help  believing  fkaca  gonorrhoea 
never  ceases  to  be  infectiousv  GofioiThoea,  when  neglected 
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sinks  into  a gleet,  and  is  known  by  the  change  of  colour 
of  the  discharge,  and  the  pain  attending  the  inflammatory 
stage  ceasing.  In  this  state,  is  the  discharge  infectious  or 
not?  J doubt  myself  whether  a gonorrhoea  ever  loses  its 
power  of  causing  infection  as  long  as  any  discharge  from  the 
urethra  remains  ; and  I will  give  you  my  reasons  for  this  opi- 
nion. A married  gentleman  went  to  Lisbon  from  this  country, 
and  whilst  at  a distance  from  home,  departed,  as  too  many  do, 
from  the  path  of  virtue,  and  went  astray.  The  Portuguese 
lady  with  whom  he  cohabited,  took  care  to  give  him  a clap, 
that  he  might  not  forget  her.  He  returned  to  England,  and, 
at  the  expiration  of  five  months  and  three  days  after  first  ob- 
serving the  gonorrhoea,  he  called  on  me,  and  asked  whether 
he  might  return  home  with  safety  to  his  wife  ? he  said  that 
he  had  a little  discharge,  and  wished  to  know  if,  after  having 
had  it  five  months  and  three  days,  it  were  possible  for  it  to  be 
infectious?  I replied,  “Certainly  not,  you  may  go  home, 
there  is  no  danger  of  your  giving  it  to  your  wife.”  He  went 
home  and  unfortunately  gave  his  wife  a severe  clap.  1 at- 
tended both  the  parties  afterwards,  and  was  extremely  sorry 
for  what  I had  done ; but  I thought  at  the  time  I gai'e  the 
advice,  that  a gleet  was  not  infectious.  But  I think  differently 
now,  and  believe  that,  after  a continuance  of  sever.il  months, 
the  discharge  is  infectious.  A gentleman  from  the  north  of 
England,  and  who  had  been  recently  married,  came  to  me, 
and  said  that  he  had  communicated  a gonorrhoea  to  his  wife. 
Shocked  at  such  an  occurrence,  I said,  “ How  could  you 
think  of  acting  in  such  a manner  ?”  “ Why,  sir,  for  fourteen 

months  prior  to  my  marriage,  I had  a gonorrhoea  ;T  made 
various  attempts  to  get  rid  of  it,  and  had  a variety  of  advice 
about  it,  but  a yellow  discharge  always  continued.  I was  told 
by  every  body  that  it  was  not  infectious,  and  not  till  after  such 
repeated  assurances  did  1 get  married  ; the  consequence,  how- 
ever is,  that  my  wife  has  a severe  pain  in  making  water,  and 
a copious  discharge.  1 visited  her,  and  found  her  in  this  state; 
she  was  some  time  under  treatment  before  she  recovered.  From 
what  1 have  seen.  1 do  hold  that  a medical  man  is  not  war- 
ranted in  saying  that  a discharge  of  a gieety  kind  is  not  infec- 
tious. If  the  discharge  is  from  a stricture,  it  does  not  pro- 
duce infection  If  the  di.scharge  is  from  an  abscess  in  one  of 
the  lacunas,  it  may  be  always  known  by  its  being  absent  for  a 
week  or  more,  and  then  flowing  profusely,  but  not  so  in  go- 
norrhoea ; the  discharge  is  generally  suspended  for  some 
time,  in  an  abscess  of  one  of  the  lacunae,  and  then  returns, 
which  is  not  the  case  in  a clap ; and  the  matter  from  an  ab- 
scess of  the  lacunm  is  not  infectious,  while  the  discharge 
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wliicli  begins  a gonorrhoea,  and  terminates  in  a gleet,  never 
loses  its  power  of  producing  infection.  Women  of  the  town, 
who  frequently  have  a gleet  on  them,  would  not  perhaps  com- 
municate a gonorrhoea  to  a debauchee ; but  let  a man  fresh 
from  the  country  have  intercourse  with  a woman  under  such 
circumstances,  and  he  would  immediately  have  a clap. 

I need  hot  tell  you  what  gleet  is.  The  discharge  is  generally 
transparent  at  first,  afterwards  yellow,  and,  if  there  be  much 
excitement,  green.  If  the  excitement  be  very  considerable, 
the  discharge  will,  be  tinged  with  blood.  Gleet  is  rendered 
I)unilent  and  bloody  from  excesses  of  different  kinds.  In  this 
state,  if  you  examine  the  urethra  after  death,  you  will  find 
the  following  appearauces  . inflaiuination  extending  for  two  or 
three  inches  down  the  urethra,  and  if  the  urethra  be  laid 
open  within  twenty-four  hours,  it  will  be  quite  florid  as  far 
as  the  seat  of  the  gleet,  but  pale  in  the  other  part.  The  dis- 
charge does  not  proceed  from  the  vcsiculae  seminales,  or  Cow- 
per’s  gland,  or  the  prostate,  but  from  the  lacuna: ; and  what 
you  hear  about  seminal  weakness,  is  nothing  but  folly  and 
absurdity  ; there  is  no  truth  at  all  in  it.  The  discharge  com- 
monly called  gleet,  proceeds  from  the  lacunae  of  the  urethra. 
A discharge  now  and  then  comes  from  the  vesiculae  seminales, 
through  the  urethra  : when  a person  has  a costive  motion,  a 
drop  or  two  of  mucus,  or  of  a ropy  fluid,  proceeds  from  the 
vesicula;  seminales,  and  is  quite  a different  case  from  that 
called  gleet;  both  are  different  as  to  their  seat  and  origin; 
one  may  say  with  certainty,  from  the  nature  of  the  discharge, 
when  it  proceeds  from  the  vesiculae  seminales.  1 was  attend- 
ing a gentleman  once,  for  obstinate  stricture,  on  whom  I fre- 
quently used  the  caustic  bougies  ; one  day  I called  on  him, 
and  he  said  to  me,  “ Well,  sir,  you  have  produced  a consider- 
able discharge  from  the  urethra,  and  I have  communicated  it 
to  my  wife  ; she  has  considerable  pain  on  making  water,  and, 
whilst  voiding  her  urine,  she  is  obliged,  on  account  of  the  vio- 
lence of  the  pain,  to  grasp  the  bed-post.  I wish  you  would 
speak  to  her.”  I saw  her ; she  had  a yellow  discharge,  and 
great  pain  on  making  water  ; but  a few  doses  of  aperient 
medicine  soon  carried  it  off. — Now,  gentlemen,  as  to  the 
treatment  of  gleet,  I w'ould  observe  this — that  the  medical 
treatment  consi.sts  in  the  exhibition  of  sweet  spirits  of  nitre, 
and  the  balsam  of  copaiba  ; from  two  to  three  drachms  of  the 
former  a drachm  of  the  latter,  in  four  ounces  of  camphor 
mixture,  combined  with  an  ounce  of  mucilage,  will  form  the 
best  mixture  I know  of;  a large  spoonful  must  be  taken  twice 
or  three  times  a day. 
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Spirit,  ^ther.  Nitric.  5ij. 

Balsam.  Copaib.  3j. 

iMistur.  Camph.  giv. 

Mucil.  G.  Acac.  gj. 

Fiat  mistnra  cujus  capiat  cochleare  magnum  bis  vel  ter  die. 

If  this  should  not  succeed,  you  must  give  cantharides,  to- 
gether with  the  Ohio  turpentine,  made  into  a pill. 

Lytt.  Pulv.  gr. 

Terebinth  Chi.  gr.v. 

Fiat  pilula  ter  die  sumenda. 

When  the  other  fails,  this  is  the  medicine  medical  men 
usually  employ.  The  local  treatment  consists  of  the  use  of 
bougies  and  injections  : no  treatment  is  so  successful  as  this; 
every  other  is  inferior  to  it.  A bougie  should  be  passed  every 
other  day,  according  to  the  irritability  of  the  patient,  making 
use  of  injection  at  the  same  time  : there  will  be  no  danger  of 
stricture  from  this,  because  the  bougies  will  prevent  it ; this 
is  the  plan  of  treatment  you  will  adopt.  Some  persons  applv 
to  the  urethra  the  unguentum  hydrargyri  nitratis  ; also  the 
unguent,  hydrarg.  nitric,  oxy.,  which  should  be  diluted;  a 
scruple  to  an  ounce  may  be  employed,  and  gradually  increas- 
ed to  a drachm.  The  best  injection  is  that  with  the  o.xymu- 
riate  of  mercury — about  a quarter  of  a grain  to  three  ounces 
of  water  will  be  quite  sufficient  to  begin  with  ; it  may  be  in- 
creased after  a time,  from  half  a grain  to  an  ounce.  If  it 
should  not,  however,  be  productive  of  any  good,  in  the  pro- 
portion of  half  a grain  to  an  ounce  of  water,  do  not  use  it 
any  .stronger,  for  it  is  likely  to  produce  considerable  irrita- 
ti(jn  ; in  general  it  is  an  excellent  injection.  The  sulphates  of 
copper  and  zinc,  and  caprum  ammoniatum,  have  been  recom- 
mended ; each  has  had  its  advocates.  The  plan  of  treatment 
which  I have  laid  down,  is  the  one  I have  found  the  most  effec- 
tual myself;  it  is  generally  certain  in  its  effect,  ami  always  safe 
to  employ.  There  are  two  diseases  produced  froui  gonorrhoea, 
which  may  be  called 

GONORRlKEALRtlEUMATISM  AND  GoNORRHOEALOpHTHALMIA. 

The  first  of  these  affections  is  not  an  unfrequent  disease. 

[ will  give  you  the  history  of  the  first  case  1 ever  met  with  ; 
it  made  a strong  impression  on  my  mind.  An  American  gen- 
tleman came  to  me  with  a gonorrlioea  ;[and  after  he  had  told 
his  story,  f smiled,  and  .said  to  him— do  so  and  so — (par- 
ticularizing the  treatment) , and  that  he  would  soon  be  bet- 
ter; but  the  gentleman  stopped  me,  and  said,  “ not  so  fast, 
sir  ; a gonorrhoea  with  me  is  not  to  be  made  so  light  of,  it  is 
no  trifle  ; for  In  a short  time  you  will  find  me  W’ith  inflamma- 
tion in  the  eyes,  and  in  a few  days  after,  1 shall  have  rheu- 
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inatisin  in  the  joints.  I do  not  say  this  from  tlic  experience 
of  one  gonorrlura  only,  but  from  tliat  of  two,  and  on  each 
occasion  I was  atllicted  in  this  manner.”  I begged  him  to  be 
careful  to  prevent  any  gonorrliaeal  matter  coming  in  contact 
with  the  eye,  wliicli  lie  said  he  would.  Three  days  after  this 
1 called  on  him,  and  he  said,  “ now  you  may  observe  what  1 
told  you  a day  or  two  ago  is  true.”  He  had  a green  shade  on, 
and  there  was  ophthalmia  in  each  eye.  1 desired  him  to  keep 
in  a dark  room,  to  take  active  aperients,  and  apply  leeches  to 
the  temples,  in  ordtir  to  reduce  the  inflammation.  In  three 
days  more  he  sent  for  me  rather  earlier  than  usual,  for  a pain 
in  one  of  his  knees  (the  left)  ; it  was  stiff"  and  inflamed.  I 
ordered  some  applications,  and  soon  after  the  right  knee  be- 
came affected  in  a similar  manner.  The  ophthalmia  was  with 
great  diiUculty  cured,  and  the  rheumatism  continued  many 
weeks  afterwards.  This  case  struck  me  very  forcibly,  and  I 
asked  Mr.  Cline,  with  whom  I was  in  the  habit  of  frequently 
coming  in  contact,  whether  he  had  ever  seen  rheumatism  pro- 
ceeding from  gonorrhoea;  and  he  replied,  several  times. 

'I'he  next  case  did  not  suprise  me  so  much  ; and  now  aud 
then,  ever  since,  1 have  met  with  similar  ones.  It  is  by  no 
means  an  unfrequent  occurrence  for  gonorrhoea  to  produce  a 
rheumatic  and  painful  affection  of  the  joints.  Whether  it  is 
by  absorption  of  the  poison,  or  the  constant  irritation  pro- 
duced by  the  inflammation  of  the  urethra,  I do  not  know  ; 
but  certain  it  is,  that  gonorrhoea  produces  ophthalmia  and 
rheumatism,  and  when  not  a single  drop  of  matter  has  been 
applied  to  the  eye.  The  inflammation  generally  attacks  both 
eyes,  and  is  of  long  duration.  It  requires  the  same  remedies 
as  arc  used  in  gonorrhoea  ; balsam  of  copaiba,  or  some  form 
of  turpentine,  will  be  found  the  best,  and  to  these  you  add 
such  local  treatment  as  the  state  of  the  inflammation  demands. 
lJut,  with  regard  to  gonorrhoeal  rheumatism,  some  form  of 
turpentine  must  be  exhibited  ; either  the  spirit  of  turpentine, 
the  balsam  copaiba,  or  olibaiium.  When  you  have  practised 
a little,  you  will  find  this  to  be  true.  I do  not  recollect  to 
have  met  with  a description  of  it  in  any  surgical  work  ; but 
whoever  has  practised  at  all,  must  have  frequently  met  with  it. 

GoNORKHtEA  IN  FEMALES. 

Gonorrhoea  in  females  is  rather  less  violent  than  in  males. 
Its  seat  is  in  Cowper’s  glauds,  on  each  side  of  the  urethra,  at 
the  03  e.xternum.  On  each  side  of  the  os  externum  there  are 
two  small  openings,  which  will  admit  the  head  of  a prol>c‘ 
being  introduced  into  them,  and  these  are  the  seat  of  the  go- 
norrhoea in  females.  There  is  a great  degree  of  surroundirie: 
iullammation  : the  orifice  of  the  meatus  nrinarius  and  lacunae 
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discharge  matter.  There  is  pain  in  making  water,  and  in 
some  severe  cases  it  commonly  happens  that  there  is  consi- 
derable irritation  of  the  bladdei-,  of  which  the  shortness  of  the 
urethra  is  the  cause  ; the  inflammation  at  the  orifice  extends 
down  the  meatus  urinarius,  to  the  internal  coat  of  the  blad- 
der. In  this  complaint,  the  meatus  urinarius,  Cowiicr’s 
glands,  and  the  extremity  of  the  vagina,  are  red,  and  the 
carunculae  mytiformes  swollen.  I once  had  an  opportunity  of 
examining  a woman  from  Magdalen  ward  of  this  hospital, 
who  died  of  gonorrhoea  ; it  is  the  only  female  with  this  com- 
plaint I have  ever  opened.  In  addition  to  the  circumstances 
I have  just  mentioned,  I found  the  urethra  very  red,  and  red 
streaks  proceeding  frtun  the  termination  of  the  meatus  uii- 
narius  to  the  bladder,  and  tlie  bladder  itself  inflamed. 

There  is  a circumstance  which  I am  exceedingly  anxious  to 
dwell  on — I allude  to  a discharge  from  young  females ; and 
I liope  that  there  is  not  one  here  this  evening  but  will  be 
strongly  impressed  with  the  importance  of  the  subject.  Chil- 
dren from  one  year  old,  and  even  under,  up  to  the  age  of 
puberty,  are  frequently  the  subject  of  a purulent  discharge 
from  the  pudendum,  chiefly  originating  beneath  the  preputium 
clitoridis ; the  nymphae,  orifice  of  the  vagina,  and  the  meatus 
urinarius,  are  in  an  inflamed  state,  and  pour  out  a discharge. 
The  bed  linen  and  rest  of  the  clothes  are  marked  by  it.  It 
now  and  then  happens  to  a nervous  woman,  to  be  alarmed 
at  such  an  appearance,  and  she  suspects  her  child  of  having 
acted  in  an  improper  manner,  and  perhaps,  not  quite  clear 
herself,  she  is  more  ready  to  suspect  others,  and  says,  dear  me, 
(if  she  confesses),  it  is  something  like  what  I have  had  my- 
self. She  goes  to  a medical  man,  who  may  unfortunately 
not  be  aware  of  the  nature  of  the  complaint  I am  speaking 
of,  and  he  says,  “ Good  God,  your  child  has  got  the  cla|).” 
(a  laugh).  A mistake  of  this  kind,  gentlemen,  is  no  laughing 
matter ; and  though  I am  glad  to  make  you  smile  sometimes, 
and  like  to  join  you  in  your  smiles,  1 cannot  do  it  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion,  for  it  is  too  serious  a matter.  I can  assure  you 
a multitude  of  persons  have  been  hanged  by  such  a mistake. 
I will  tell  you  exactly  what  takes  place  in  such  cases : the 
mother  goes  home,  and  says  to  the  child,  “ Who  is  it  that  has 
been  |)laying  with  yon  ? who  has  taken  you  on  his  knee  late- 
ly.’” 'I'he  child  innocently  replies,  “ No  one,  mother;  no- 
body has,  I declare  to  you.”  'I'he  mother  then  says,  “ Oh, 
don’t  tell  me  such  stories  ; I will  flog  you,  if  you  do.”  And 
thus  the  child  is  driven  to  confe.ss  what  never  happened,  in 
order  to  save  herself  from  being  chastised.  At  last  she  says, 
“ Such  a one  has  taken  me  on  his  lap.”  'fhe  person  is  ques- 
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tioned,  and  firmly  denies  it ; but  the  child,  owing  to  the 
mother’s  threats,  persists  in  what  she  has  said.  The  man  is 
brought  into  a Court  of  Justice  ; a surgeon,  who  is  ignorant 
of  the  nature  of  the  discharge  1 am  now  speaking  about,  gives 
his  evidence,  and  the  man  suffers  for  that  which  lie  never 
committed.  The  mother  is  persuaded,  if  there  be  a slight 
ulceration  on  the  parts,  that  violence  has  been  used,  and  a 
rape  committed  ; she  immediately  says,  “ What  a horrid 
villain  must  he  be  for  forcing  a child  to  such  an  unnatural 
crime,  and  communkatiug  to  her  such  a horrible  disease ! I 
should  be  glad  to  see  him  hanged.” 

If  I were  to  tell  you  how  often  I have  met  with  such  cases, 
I should  say  that  I have  met  with  thirty  in  the  course  of  my 
life.  The  last  case  I saw  was  in  the  city  : a gentleman  came 
to  me,  and  asked  me  to  see  a child  with  him,  who  had  a 
gonorrhma  on  her.  I went,  and  found  that  she  had  a free 
discharge  from  the  preputium  clitoridis.  I said  that  there 
was  nothing  so  common  as  this.  There  was  considerable 
inflammation,  and  it  had  even  proceeded  to  ulceration,  which 
I told  him  would  soon  give  way  to  the  use  of  the  liquor  calcis 
with  calomel.  “ Do  you  tell  me  so  (he  replied)  why,  suspi- 
cion has  fallen  on  one  of  the  servants  ; but  he  will  not  confess. 
If  he  had  appeared  at  the  Old  Bailey,  I should  have  given  my 
evidence  against  him  ; for  I was  not  aware  of  what  you  have 
just  now  told  me.”  I told  him  that,  if  the  man  had  been  hanged 
by  his  evidence,  he  would  have  deserved  to  be  hanged  too. 

I am  anxious  that  this  complaint  should  be  known  by  every 
one  present,  and  that  the  remarks  I have  made  should  be  cir- 
culated throughout  the  kingdom.  When  a child  has  this  dis- 
charge, there  is  a heat  of  the  parts,  slight  inflammation,  and 
this  sometimes  increases,  and  goes  on  to  ulceration.  This 
disease  sometimes  occurs  in  children  at  the  time  of  cutting 
their  teeth.  'I’lie  treatment  you  adopt  is  the  lime-water,  with 
calomel,  appled  to  the  part;  and  give  calomel  and  rhubarb, 
combined  with  jalap. 

As  to  the  treatment  of  gonorrhoea  in  females,  you  must  di- 
rect the  patient  to  take  diluents  : we  possess  no  medicine 
which  has  a specific  influence  over  the  discharge  in  females  ; 
you  must  depend  on  diluents,  and  appease  any  local  inflam- 
mation by  the  use  of  such  lotions  as  the  liquor,  plumbi  suba- 
cetatis,  dilntus ; a sponge  dipped  in  these  should  be  intro- 
duced into  the  vagina,  and  be  allowed  to  remain  there : it 
should,  however,  be  often  removed  and  cleansed.  It  is  ne- 
ce.ssary  that  the  patient  should  take  aperient  medicines. 

Of  Gleet  in  Females. 

I observed,  when  speaking  of  gleet  in  males,  that  it  was 
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doubtful  whether  the  discharge,  as  long  as  It  continued,  ever 
ceased  to  be  infectious.  The  same  observation  applies  to  fe- 
males. The  learned  professor  here  related  the  experiment 
detailed  by  Mr.  Hunter,  in  his  work  on  Sypliilis,  shewing  the 
length  of  time  the  infection  may  be  propagated  by  a female, 
after  the  appearance  of  the  discharge. 


LECTURE  LXI. 


Chancre. 

There  are  two  poisons,  as  I mentioned  to  you  before,  com- 
municated by  venereal  intercourse;  one  the  poison  of  gonor- 
rhoea, which,  falling  on  a mucous  surface,  produces  from 
that  surface  a discharge  of  matter  which  is  infectious  ; the 
other,  the  poison  of  syphilis,  which  applied  to  the  skin,  or, 
as  far  as  is  known  at  present,  to  any  surface,  produces  in- 
flammation and  ulceration,  forming  a sore  called  chancre  ; 
which,  being  received  into  the  glands  of  tlie  groin,  occasions 
bubo,  and  being  conveyed  into  the  system,  circulates  with  the 
blood,  produces  ulceration  on  different  parts  of  the  body,  on 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  throat,  the  skin,  the  periosteum 
and  bones. 

The  time  at  which  the  effect  of  the  poison  tliat  produces 
chancre,  makes  its  appearance,  is  uncertain ; the  chancre, 
however,  generally  appears  three  or  four  days  after  connexion, 
and  from  four  to  seven  days  is  the  average  time,  d’he  poison 
first  produces  inflammation,  then  ulceration  ; the  inflamma- 
tion is  attended  by  a pimple  arising  from  the  surface  affected, 
which  is  like  a common  pimple,  excepting  that  it  is  of  a 
deeper  colour;  instead  of  being  quite  florid,  it  is  of  a darker 
hue.  The  pimple  is  surrounded  by  a kind  of  erysipelatous 
inflammation ; an  ulcer  forms  in  the  centre,  and  then  a pit 
forms  in  the  body  of  the  sore,  whicli  is  often  of  considerable 
magnitude,  and  extends  beneath  the  skin.  The  surrounding 
edges  of  the  sore  are  hard  and  ragged,  its  surface  is  yellow, 
and  the  margin  red  ; and,  if  you  were  a.sked  if  a sore  was  a 
chancre  or  not,  you  would  answer,  I must  feel  it  first,  and 
not  decide  merely  by  looking  at  it.  You  would  then  lift  up 
the  part  bi'tween  your  fingers  ; and,  if  you  found  a hardness 
beneath,  this  would  be  a very  good  criterion  of  its  being  a 
syphilitic  sore  ; for  it  is  neither  in  the  ulceration,  nor  in  the 
yellowness  of  the  surface,  nor  the  raggedness  of  the  edges, 
but  in  the  colour  and  hardness  of  the  sore,  that  the  character- 
istic marks  of  the  chancre  manifest  themselves ; from  the 
presence  of  these,  you  form  an  opinion,  and  are  enabled  to 
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say  positively  if  the  sore  be  a chancre.  But,  centleinen,  if 
you  ask  me  wliethcr  it  is  possilile  to  detenniiie  that  a sore 
on  the  penis  is  not  cljancre,  1 should  tell  you,  that  1 believe 
it  impossible  for  any  man  positively  to  say  that  it  is  not : 
chancre  varies  exceedingly  in  its  apearance  in  different  per- 
sons, also  in  the  same  person  under  different  degrees  of  irri- 
tation, and  as  it  is  accompanied  by  more  or  less  of  inflamma- 
tion ; and  every  one  who  has  seen  any  thing  of  practice  in 
his  profession  must  know,  that  secondary  symptoms  occasion- 
ally appear  after  sores,  which,  at  the  time  he  was  led  to  sup- 
pose were  not  syphilitic.  1 could  say  in  an  instant  when  a 
sore  had  a syphilitic  action  ; but  still  a sore  may  not  have  the 
character  of  syphilis,  and  yet  be  so. 

We  shall  now  trace  the  varieties  of  chancre,  and  the  causes 
which  more  frequently  produce  them.  'I'he  first  circumstance 
which  gives  rise  to  variety  in  the  appearance  of  chancre  is — 
1st.  When  the  chancre  is  produced  by  the  application  of  the 
venereal  virus  to  a surface  that  is  broken.  Now,  if  the  poi- 
son be  applied  to  a sore,  or  an  excoriation,  it  produces  ulti- 
mately a syphilitic  action,  as  is  witnessed  afterwards  in  bubo 
and  secondary  symptoms ; but  it  is  a long  time  before  the 
venereal  action  is  excited,  and,  in  these  cases,  you  will  find 
that  the  sore  has  neither  a surrounding  hardness,  nor  a livid 
colour.  When  chancre  is  produced  by  the  a))plication  of  the 
virus  to  an  excoriation  or  tear,  you  must  be  contented  to 
judge  of  its  character  from  other  circumstances  ; it  may  have 
the  appearance  of  being  syphilitic,  but  you  must  hesitate  be- 
fore you  give  a positive  opinion — it  requires  time  to  decide  it, 
and  you  may  say  to  the  patient,  that  there  is  consideiable 
doubt  as  to  the  nature  of  the  sore  ; it  may  be  simply  an  exco- 
riation, or,  on  the  other  hand,  it  may  be  a syphilitic  sore  : 
your  best  plan  is  merely  to  apply  simple  {applications  to  the 
part,  and  wait,  if  it  be  syphilis,  till  secondary  symptoms  ap- 
pear, when  you  must  have  recourse  to  mercui  y for  the  treat- 
ment of  the  complaint.  This  is  one  of  the  varieties  caused  by 
the  application  of  the  venereal  ijoison  to  an  excoriation  or 
tear,  preventing  you  from  forming  an  accurate  judgment  on 
the  first  appearance  of  the  sore.  1 tell  you  what  1 geneially 
inquire  of  patients  under  these  circumstances,  viz.  whether 
they  observed  the  sore  on  the  following  day  after  connexion. 
If  they  .say  “ Yes,”  the  probability  is,  that  it  is  not  syphilitic, 
but  it  is  no  infallible  criterion  ; therefore  treat  the  sore  as 
you  would  any  other,  by  common  means  at  first,  and  wait  the 
issue,  to  see  whether  it  is  venereal  or  not.  Another  circum- 
stance, producing  a variety  in  the  appearance,  is  its  seat. 
Chancre  situated  on  the  frteiuuu  is  different  to  what  has  been 
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described  attacking  the  other  parts  ; it  generally  happens  that 
a chancre  in  this  situation  rapidly  destroys  the  part,  unless 
mercury  be  given  early  ; it  is  more  irregular  in  its  appearance 
than  chancres  in  other  parts,  and  does  not  assume  a character 
similar  to  those  seated  on  the  glans.  If  it  happens  to  be  on 
the  edge  of  the  prepuce,  a good  deal  of  effusion  into  the  cel- 
lular membrane  takes  place,  and  phymosis  is  produced  ; when 
the  sore  is  situated  just  where  the  skin  doubles  over  the  penis, 
it  is  exceedingly  troublesome — there  is  considerable  swelling, 
also  a difficulty  in  drawing  back  the  skin  ; in  this  situation  it 
seldom  fails  to  produce  phymosis,  from  what  cause  it  is 
scarcely  necessary  to  explain  to  you— the  inflammation  leads 
to  an  effusion  into  the  cellular  tissue,  and  the  result  is  phy- 
mosis. If  the  chancre  be  on  the  corona  glandis,  or  between  it 
and  the  fraenum,  you  often  find  it  extending  deep,  and  pro- 
ducing sloughing  of  the  part,  and  even  of  the  glans  itself, 
which  is  not  at  all  an  uncommon  result  of  deep-seated  chancre 
at  tlie  corona  glandis. 

The  next  circumstance  which  gives  rise  to  a variety  in  the 
appearance,  is  when  it  ulcerates  deeply  into  the  cellular 
tissue : a chancre  on  the  surface  of  the  skin  is  very  slightly 
irritable;  but,  if  it  passes  the  skin,  and  extends  into  the  cel- 
lular tissue,  it  assumes  a disposition  to  ulcerate  and  slough. 
A chancre  on  the  skin  heals  under  the  use  of  medicines  and 
external  applications  ; but,  if  once  it  enters  beneath  the  .skin 
and  inflames  the  cellular  tissue,  it  becomes  irritable,  sloughs, 
and  ,is  attended  with  danger ; the  danger  arising  when  the 
chancre  extends  beneath  the  part  on  which  it  began.  When 
the  chancre  is  on  the  surface  of  the  skin,  and  does  not  pro- 
duce deep  ulceration,  it  is  a disease  slow  in  its  progress,  and 
easy  of  cure  ; but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  it  extends  deeply  into 
the  part,  it  proceeds  vvith  rapidity,  and  those  acquainted  with 
the  disease  dread  it,  knowing  the  extent  of  sloughing  which 
will  be  produced.  But,  gentlemen,  of  all  the  causes  of  va- 
rieties of  chancre,  one  of  the  most  common,  is  the  habit  and 
constitution  of  the  patient.  If  each  of  you  (which  God  for- 
bid !)  had  a chancre  this  evening,  and  you  all  used  the  same 
applications,  in  four  or  five  days  scarcely  two  of  you  would 
have  the  chancre  of  the  same  appearance.  Go  into  the  ad- 
mission rooms  of  these  hospitals  on  taking-in  days,  and  you 
will  not  see  two  men  with  chancres  alike.  The  variety  is  not 
only  produced  by  the  previous  mode  of  living,  and  the  consti- 
tution of  the  patient,  but  any  act  of  intemperance,  excess  of 
any  kind,  or  any  thing  that  hurries  the  circulation,  will  alter 
the  action  of  the  part.  So,  if  two  patients  be  attacked  with 
chimere,  the  one  not  of  an  irritable  habit,  and  the  other  being 
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very  irritable,  you  %vill  find  in  the  first  tliat  tliere  would  be 
scarcely  any  influinination,  whilst  in  the  second  it  would  be 
violent,  and  of  an  erysipelatous  character  ; indeed,  under 
these  circumstances,  if  the  part  be  not  very  carefully  managed, 
it  will  be  in  considerable  danger.  So  a man  with  a chancre 
to-day,  which  has  a healthy  appearance,  shall  to-night  in- 
dulge in  some  act  of  debauchery,  to-morrow  he  will  have  a 
bloody  discharge  from  the  sore,  infiammation  round  the 
edges,  and  an  irritable  state  of  the  parts,  which  you  will  soon 
find  assuming  a sloughing  disposition.  Thus,  then,  if  the 
constitution  be  irritable  naturally,  from  intemperate  habits, 
or  inattention  to  rest,  the  most  serious  state  of  chancre  may 
arise.  People  pursuing  a particular  business,  such  as  journey- 
men bakers,  whose  habits  are  of  the  most  irregular  kind,  are 
frequently  afiected  with  chancres  going  into  the  sloughing 
process.  See,  for  instance,  how  these  people  pass  their  lives : 
kneading  dough  during  the  greater  part  of  the  night,  lying 
down  only  during  short  intervals  to  rest,  frequently  staying 
up  all  the  night  without  any  repose ; and  if  tliey  rest  at  all, 
only  for  a few  hours  towards  morning,  and  thus  rendering 
their  constitutions  e.Kcessively  irritable.  When  the  chancre 
proceeds  to  a sloughing  state,  from  any  of  the  causes  I have 
mentioned,  the  pulse  will  be  generally  from  120  to  130  ; you 
will  also  find  a considerable  erysipelatous  inflammation  ex- 
tending round  the  chancre  ; and,  in  a short  time,  the  slough- 
ing process  commences,  by  which  the  penis  is  lost.  These 
varieties  of  chancre  you  have  an  opportunity  every  week  of 
seeing  for  yourselves;  and  if  you  have  not  observed  them,  it 
shews  a shameful  neglect  of  your  duty.  The  time  at  which 
chancre  appears  after  conne.xion  is  from  four  to  seven  days  ; 
but  if  there  is  a gonorrhoea  also,  it  prevents  the  appearance  of 
the  chancre  so  early  : thus,  if  a person  be  affected  with  the 
two  poisons,  the  one  delays  the  appearance  of  the  other.  If 
the  matter  of  a chancre  he  applied  to  the  urethra,  it  will  not 
produce  a gonorrhoeal  discharge,  but  a sore,  and  that  sore 
will  pour  out  a serous  fluid,  mixed  with  the  red  particles  of 
blood,  not  at  all  purulent,  but  of  a bloody  serum,  which  is  the 
matter  from  the  chancre,  and  not  in  any  respect  gonorrhoeal. 
1 he  matter  of  gonorrhoea  does  not  produce  chancre;  for  if 
leeches  be  applied  to  the  prepuce,  and  the  gonorrhoeal  matter 
afterwards  comes  in  contact  with  the  leech-bite,  a sore  is  pro- 
duced, not  of  a chancrous  character,  and  it  heals  by  common 
means.  The  poison  of  chancre  will  not  produce  a gonorrhoea, 
noi  the  poison  of  gonorrhoea  induce  a chancre. 

T K endeavoured  to  explain  the  character  of  chancre, 

shall  now  speak  of  the  treatment  it  requires ; and  here  let 
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me  remind  you,  thnt  I shall  deliver  no  speculative  oi)iuions, 
nothing  but  what  you  may  see  every  day  exemplified  in  piac 
tice.  The  first  point  to  he  considered  respecting  the  cure  of 
chancre  is,  shall  caustic  be  applied  to  it  or  not  ? He  who 
uses  caustic  to  chancres  pursues  a line  of  practice  liable  to  be 
productive  of  much  mischief.  1st.  Because  the  application 
irritates  the  part,  and  may,  in  consequence,  produce  bubo- 
yd.  If  the  action  of  the  sore  be  altered  by  it,  it  will  not  pre- 
vent the  constitution  from  being  affected,  because  if  there  be 
any  ulceration,  the  process  of  absorption  must  have  com- 
menced, and  the  poison  applied  to  the  part  will  be  taken  into 
the  constitution.  I would  ask  the  person  who  uses  caustic 
for  the  cpre  of  chancre,  how  is  chancre  produced  ? We 
know  that  there  can  beSio  sore  without  the  ulcerative  or  ab- 
sorbent process  ; and  the  chancrous  matter  applied  to  a part 
causing  a sore  in  that  part,  must  he  absorbed  and  taken  into 
the  system.  Caustic  to  chancres  is  a very  objectionable  ap- 
plication ; but  it  is  the  acme  of  folly  to  endeavour  to  cure  a 
patient  by  means  of  it,  without  adopting  a proper  mercurial 
treatment  to  counteract  the  constitutional  effects  that  will 
otherwise  be  produced  by  the  absorption  of  the  venereal  virus. 
A young  person  with  whom  I was  intimate  vvhilst  1 lived  with 
my  old  master,  got  a chancre,  which,  to  use  his  expression, 
he  burned  out  by  application  of  caustic.  I laughed  at  him 
for  being  so  foolish  ; the  caustic  produced  a slough,  hut  cured 
the  chancre,  and  1 thought  nothing  more  of  the  circumstance. 
Some  time  afterwards  1 visited  him  in  the  country,  and  I 
asked  him  how  he  was.’  “Very  well  now,”  he  replied, 
“ but  I have  been  in  a fine  scrape:  1 was  engaged,  when  I left 
to\vn,  to  a young  lady,  the  nuptials  were  to  have  been  soon 
celebrated,  and  the  business  of  life  commenced.”  I involuu- 
tarily  smiled  ; but  he  said,  “ Not  quite  so  merry  : when  I got 
into  the  country,  I had,  what  I conceived  at  the  time,  was 
only  a huskiness  of  the  throat,  which  I had  caught  from  a 
cold.  My  throat  becoming  more  painful,  I looked  into  the 
glass,  and  perceived  that  I had  a large  sore  on  the  tonsils, 
decididly  syphilitic.  You  may  conceive  how  I felt : I wrote 
to  the  lady  that  I was  unwell,  who,  exceedingly  hurt  at  such 
news,  came  and  nursed  me  whilst  I underwent  a course  of 
mercurial  treatment  fshe  being  perfectly  unconscious  of  the 
cause  of  my  complaint),  by  which  means  1 was  quite  restored, 
when  the  marriage  ceremony  was  celebrated.”  ft  was  just  a 
proper  punishment  for  his  folly.  The  application  of  caustic 
to  a chancre  does  not  render  a person  safe  from  its  effects, 
for,  if  the  sore  be  a chancre,  the  syjihilitic  virus  must  have 
been  admitted  into  the  constitution.  I will  tell  you  what 
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treatment  you  should  |)ursnc  ; as  soon  as  a patient  ap|)lies  to 
you  for  this  complaint,  you  should  ask  him  if  he  wishes  to  be 
properly  cured  at  once,  by  a simple  mercurial  treatment,  or 
have  the  chancre  cured  without  it,  and  run  the  risk  of  having 
secondary  symptoms  occurring  at  a future  period.  His  answer 
will  be,  “ for  God’s  sake  give  me  what  is  proper  now  for  my 
cure,  without  submitting  me  to  the  chance  of  being  laid  up  a 
second  time  with  this  complaint and  you  then  order  him  to 
take  live  grains  of  blue  pill,  and  a quarter  of  a grain  of  opium, 
night  and  morning  ; if  you  exceed  this  quantity,  let  him  take 
an  additional  ])ill,at  bed-time.  Now,  gentlemen,  this  medi- 
cine, continued  for  three  weeks,  will  be  quite  suflicient  for 
the  cure  of  the  disease.  It  may  be  asked,  why  do  you  com- 
bine opium  with  the  mercury?  If  you  were  not  to  do  it,  the 
result  would  be,  that  the  mercury  by  itself  would  irritate  the 
chancre,  but,  if  the  mercury  be  combined  with  opium,  it 
rarely  produces  this  effect ; the  way,  therefore,  to  prevent 
irritation  and  the  sloughing  state  of  the  chancre,  is  to  give  the 
mercury  in  conjunction  with  opium.  The  ])atient  will  ask 
you  how  he  should  live  whilst  he  is  undergoing  this  treat- 
ment ? you  may  tell  him  that  he  may  follow  his  business  or 
occupation  just  the  .same  as  before,  that  he  should  not  take 
any  species  of  food  which  is  likely  to  disorder  his  bowels,  as 
it  is  desirable  to  prevent  the  mercury  acting  on  the  intestinal 
canal  ; but  his  mode  of  living  should  be  as  usual — he  .should 
avoid  acids,  because  they  would  purge  him,  and  for  this  rea- 
son he  should  not  take  vegetable,  which  contain  much  aces- 
cent matter ; there  is  no  necessity  for  him  to  change  his  food. 
Two  or  three  glasses  of  wine  a-day  would  not  prevent  the  ac- 
tion of  the  mercury — taken  so  as  to  hurry  the  circulation,  will 
opi)osc  it ; but,  if  taken  moderately,  it  will  do  no  harm.  With 
respect  to  the  quantity  of  mercury  given,  the  treatment  of  the 
syphilitic  disease  is  greatly  improved,  for  all  that  you  want 
is  just  to  keep  up  the  mercurial  action  on  the  constitution  for 
a short  time,  instead  of  making  the  ])atient  spit  at  the  mouth, 
for  weeks  and  months,  as  used  to  be  done.  One  point  has 
also  been  ascertained,  that  chancres  for  which  no  mercury  has 
been  taken,  are  not  always  followed  by  secondary  symptoms. 
With  the  exception  that  lesser  quantities  of  mercury  are  given, 
I should  say  that,  within  the  last  twenty -five  years,  the  treat- 
ment of  the  venereal  disease  has  gone  back  rather  than  im- 
proved. Secondary  symptoms  now  are  more  frequently  met 
with  than  formerly,  owing  to  the  neglect  of  a mercurial  treat- 
ment on  the  first  appearance  of  the  complaint.  A person 
hardly  knows  now  when  he  is  cured  : a half  practice  has  been 
substituted  for  one  that  was  perfectly  efficient : and  the  result 
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is  that,  at  present,  a person  is  scarcely  ever  properly  cured. 
Day  after  day  we  see  persons  with  pains  in  their  limbs,  sores 
on  their  body,  and  affections  of  the  throat,  and  do  not  know 
whether  they  are  syphilitic  or  not.  You  ask  the  patient  if  he 
has  had  chancres  ; he  says,  “ No.”  “ Have  you  had  no  sore 
or  excoriation  ?”  you  then  inquire;  when  he  will  often  tell 
you,  “ Yes,  I had  several  excoriations and  thus  you  do 
not  know  whether  the  eruption  is  syphilitic  or  not;  but  more 
of  tliis  when  speaking  of  the  use  and  abuse  of  mercury.  The 
local  application  I make  use  of,  is  the  liquor  calcis  with  calo- 
mel, and  I will  tell  you  why  I always  make  use  of  local  means. 
The  local  application  lessens  the  irritation  of  the  sore,  and 
prevents  its  attacking  the  neighbouring  parts.  If  any  of  you 
had  chancre,  in  addition  to  the  local  means,  you  would,  if  the 
sore  healed,  continue  taking  medicine  ; do  not  think,  because 
the  sore  is  healed,  that  you  would  stop  the  mercury  : no,  it 
must  be  continued  during  the  time  I have  mentioned  before, 
to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  secondary  symptoms  ; it  will  be 
proper  to  heal  the  sore  as  quickly  as  you  can,  but  you  must 
protect  the  constitution  against  the  effects  of  the  venereal 
virus,  by  mercurial  treatment : this  is  the  best  possible  treat- 
ment, and  which  you  will  pursue  if  you  deal  honestly  with 
your  patient.  If  you  wish  to  see  the  effect  of  any  new  pro- 
ject, or  try  any  experiment,  this  is  all  well,  but  you  should  try 
them  on  yourselves.  If  patients,  however,  come  to  you  for 
advice,  they  place  themselves  under  your  care,  and  confide  in 
your  skill ; therefore,  it  is  the  duty  of  every  surgeon  to  adopt 
the  most  certain  and  effectual  means  for  their  relief.  With 
re.spcct  to  local  applications,  I think  the  sulphate  of  copper 
too  irritating  ; subinuriate  of  mercury  sprinkled  on  the  sore, 
i.s  sometimes  beneficial,  but  it  is  generally  too  irritating  also. 
Theunguentum  hydrargyri  nitrico-oxydo,  1 have  seen  of  con- 
•siderable  use  after  a time ; but  it  should  not  be  applied  at  the 
beginning  of  the  complaint.  The  unguentum  hydrargyri  is  a 
bad  application ; it  is  too  irritating.  Sometimes  it  appears 
that  the  chancre  goes  into  an  indolent  state,  then  it  will  be 
advi.sable  to  use  the  nitrate  of  silver,  not  with  a view  to  de- 
stroy the  part,  hut  for  the  pnr|'ose  of  cleaning  the  surface, 
and  thickening  the  edges  of  the  wound  ; the  skin  surrounding 
the  part  is  thin,  and  by  the  a|)plication  of  the  nitrate  of  .silver 
you  thicken  it,  and  thus  enable  it  to  carry  a greater  number  of 
vessels  to  produce  cicatrization. 

I’llYMOSIS. 

It  not  unfrequently  happens  tliat  phymosis  is  the  result  of 
chancre.  It  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  say  what  phymosis 
is  ; it  sometimes  arises  from  slight  inllaiumation  of  the  cellu- 


510 


ON  PHYMOSIS. 


lar  tissue,  and  effusion  of  serous  matter  into  it.  Here  I will 
observe,  that,  should  you  find,  during  a mercurial  treatment 
considerable  inflammation  produced  round  the  chancre,  lay 
aside  the  use  of  mercury. 

The  great  secret  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease,  is  know- 
ing when  to  discontinue  the  use  of  mercury  ; you  should 
always  suspend  it  when  the  inflammation  is  increased  during 
its  employment,  for  if  you  persevere  in  the  use  of  mercury, 
you  will  only  add  to  the  irritation,  which  will  end  in  the 
sloughing  process,  and  destruction  of  the  part.  If  1 were  to 
give  to  a patient  mercury  for  chancre  on  the  Saturday,  and  on 
the  Monday  following  I perceived  swelling  and  inflammation 
around  the  sore,  I should  immediately  lay  aside  the  mercury, 
give  active  purges,  order  poppy  fomentations,  and  the  parts  to 
be  suspended.  The  black  wash  should  be  applied  to  the  sore, 
injecting  it  under  the  skin,  unless  it  should  increase  the  irri- 
tability of  the  part.  After  the  purges,  administer  opium  in 
considerable  quantities,  and  when  you  have  reduced  the  in- 
flammation, have  recourse  to  the  mercury  again  ; but,  if  you 
had  gone  on  with  this  medicine  in  the  irritable  state  of  the 
part,  the  result  would  be  sloughing  of  the  penis.  When  there 
is  phymosis,  together  with  sloughing  of  the  penis,  stop  the 
mercury,  order  the  patient  the  recumbent  posture,  and  the 
part  to  be  well  supported  ; use  fomentations  and  poultices  of 
a slightly  stimulating  kind ; you  support  a gently  stimulating 
action  in  order  to  produce  a secretion  sufficient  to  support 
the  powers  of  the  part ; if  you  stimulate  it  too  much,  the  part 
will  be  destroyed,  and  if  you  omit  to  do  it  in  a slight  degree, 
there  will  be  no  separation  of  the  slough.  The  poultices  we 
generally  employ  are  made  with  stale  beer-grounds  ; carrot 
poultices  is  stimulating  to  tbe  part ; this  poultice  stimulates 
rather  too  much,  unless  the  carrots  have  been  boiled  for  a 
long  time.  The  medicines  we  give  are  musk  and  ammonia, 
five  grains  of  the  ammonia  with  ten  of  musk,  two  or  three 
times  a-day.  The  nitric  acid  lotion  is  a common  application 
used  in  these  hospitals,  and  we  find  none  produce  so  much 
good  ; the  proportions  are  about  forty  drops  of  undiluted  acid, 
to  a quart  of  water.  When  phymosis  remains  after  the  in- 
flammatory state  has  passed  away,  it  will  be  necessary  to  per- 
form an  operation  for  its  cure.  The  operation  is  exceedingly 
simple,  it  consists  in  introducing  a director  beneath  the  skin, 
along  the  glans,  till  it  reaches  the  corona  glandis  ; this  is  the 
extent  to  which  it  should  be  introduced,  so  that  the  point 
should  rest  against  the  inside  of  the  prepuce ; this  being  done, 
a sharp-pointed  bistoury  is  to  be  passed  along  the  director  to 
its  extremity,  then  pushed  through  the  skin  opposite  to  the 
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corona  glandis,  and  drawn  out.  But  wlien  you  have  done 
this,  you  will  find  that  the  internal  part  of  the  prepuce  is  not 
divided  as  much  as  the  external,  which  you  are  obliged  to  di- 
vide a second  time.  The  next  thing  you  do,  is  to  apply  a 
piece  of  lint  round  the  prepuce,  which  is  to  be  supported  on 
the  penis  by  tape  ; the  roller  should  be  applied,  so  as  to  make 
gentle  pressure,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  a secretion  from 
the  blood-vessels.  You  let  the  patient  remain  as  long  as  he 
can  without  making  water,  in  order  not  to  disturb  the  dress- 
ings. When  you  see  him  on  the  following  day,  you  soak  the 
penis  in  warm  water,  remove  the  lint,  and  draw  the  prepuce 
gently  over  the  glans.  This  you  should  do  daily,  taking  care 
that  the  edges  of  the  divided  surfaces  do  not  unite.  When 
the  part  is  quite  healed,  a small  aperture  only  is  left  iu  the 
upper  part  of  the  prepuce,  which  is  of  very  trifling  import- 
ance. 
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We  spoke,  gentlemen,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  last  lecture,  of 
phymosis  ; we  shall  now  proceed  to  paraphymosis. 

Paraphyjiosis 

Is  not  an  uncommon  consequence  of  chancre.  When  there  is 
tightness  of  the  prepuce  from  inflammation,  it  frequently  hap- 
pens, that  after  the  skin  has  been  pulled  back,  it  cannot  again 
be  drawn  over  the  penis,  on  account  of  the  skin  forming  a 
tight  ligature  round  the  penis,  just  behind  the  corona  glandis, 
strangulating  it  iu  the  same  way  as  the  intestine  in  hernia. 
The  object  iu  your  treatment  should  be  to  reduce  (he  strangu- 
lated part  as  quickly  as  possible  : alt  other  means  are  impro- 
per ; the  application  of  cold  is  absurd  ; you  merely  lose  time 
by  employing  it — it  is  a vain  and  useless  mode  of  procedure. 
The  proper  ])lan  for  you  to  pursue  is  this  ; you  see  the  penis 
greatly  distended  with  blood  ; therefore,  take  hold  of  the 
glans  between  your  fingers,  and  endeavour  to  empty  the  ves- 
sels by  means  of  gentle  pressure.  When  you  have  done  this 
for  a few  minutes,  you  endeavour  to  reduce  it  by  pushing  the 
glans  back,  and,  at  the  same  time,  taking  hold  of  the  skin  of 
the  penis,  and  drawing  it  forwards.  By  this  plan  you  will 
generally  succeed,  if  you  see  the  case  a short  time  after  it  has 
happened  ; but  if  the  paraphymosis  has  existed  for  some 
days,  it  will  be  wrong  to  attempt  reduction  by  pressure  on  the 
glans.  You  should  then  divide  the  strictured  part  with  a bis- 
toury. This  you  do  by  separating  the  skin  on  each  side  as 
much  as  you  can  from  the  stricture  ; you  then  insert  a dircc- 
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tor  under  it,  and  with  a sharp-pointed  bistoury  divide  tlie 
strieture,  which  will  allow  the  skin  readily  to  be  drawn  over 
the  penis.  After  the  paraphyniosis  has  been  reduced,  poul- 
tices must  be  applied  to  the  part.  It  is  soniethnes  necessary 
to  remove  a portion  of  the  prepuce  by  circumcision  ; in  cases 
of  phymosis,  where  the  prepuce  is  naturally  long,  and  only  a 
small  division  of  the  skin  is  required  to  allow  it  being  drawn 
back,  this  operation  is  preferable  to  the  one  which  I before 
described. 

Having  spoken  of  the  common  consequences  of  chancre,  I 
shall  now  treat  of  the 

iKRITAhLF,  AND  SLOUGHING  CllANCRE. 

Every  now  and  then  a chancre  becomes  irritable,  from 
causes  already  pointed  out.  Directly  you  see  a chancre  as- 
sume an  irritable  character,  desist  from  the  use  of  mercury. 
'To  know  when  to  stop  the  mercury  is  the  great  secret  in  the 
treatment  of  the  venereal  disease.  It  is  in  consequence  of 
mercury  being  given  in  this  state  to  the  patient,  that  it  does 
so  much  harm,  producing  those  sloughing  chancres  that  not 
unfrcquently  destroy  life.  Thus,  when  a sore  becomes  irri- 
table under  the  use  of  mercury,  and  the  inflammation  extends, 
lay  it  aside,  and  have  recourse  to  simple  applications,  such  as 
poppy  fomentations  and  poultices  to  lessen  the  irritation. 
After  you  have  purged  the  patient,  give  opium  combined  with 
saline  mixture  : as  good  a medicine,  as  you  can  employ  under 
these  circumstances,  is  the  liquor,  ammonioe  acetatis.  In  this 
way  you  will  diminish  tlie  irritation  ; and  when  the  sur- 
rounding inflammation  is  got  rid  of,  return  to  the  mercury, 
taking  care  to  discontinue  it  if  the  irritability  should  return. 
Some  advise  the  compound  decoction  of  sarsaparilla,  and  1 be- 
lieve that  it  has  the  power  of  diminishing,  to  a considerable 
degree,  that  irritability  of  constitution  from  which  many  per- 
sons suffer  during  an  attack  of  syphilis  ; with  this  view,  give 
it  by  all  means  ; but  as  to  its  curing  syphilis,  I do  not  be- 
lieve a word  of  it.  You  may  suspend  the  syphilitic  symptoms 
for  a time,  but  they  will  soon  re-appear  ; and  a person  who 
trusts  to  this  alone  will  be  a martyr  to  a disease  which 
might  have  been  easily  cured.  But  more  of  this  when  making 
some  general  remarks  on  syphilis.  If  a person  with  irritable 
chancre  is  guilty  of  intemperance,  addicts  liimself  to  any  ex- 
cess, or  is  careless  of  his  health,  the  sore  will  slough,  and 
often  end  in  the  destruction  of  the  penis.  Do  not  think  that 
it  is  a rare  occurrence  for  the  penis  to  be  destroyed  by  mer- 
cury : no  ; a chancre  that  has  remained  weeks  in  a healthy 
state,  shall  become  irritable,  and,  by  maltreatment,  by  the  in- 
judicious and  improper  use  of  mercury,  shall  slough,  and  end 
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ill  the  destruction  of  the  penis  ; this  is  not  a rare  case,  and  is 
attributed  to  the  venereal  disease,  but  in  reality  is  an  effect  of 
the  injndicious  use  of  mercury.  This  is  a true  history  of  the 
case.  Wlien  you  see  a sore  take  on  the  sloughing  appearance, 
the  treatment  must  be  changed,  the  employment  of  mercury 
suspended  ; what  you  do,  is  gently  to  stimulate  the  p^rt  by 
the  nitric  acid  lotions  ; there  is  no  better  application  in  this 
stage  of  the  disease  than  this,  and  those  who  have  attended  to 
the  practice  of  the  hospital  need  not  be  told  of  this  by  me  : 
from  thirty  to  fifty  drops  of  acid,  in  a quart  of  water,  is  the 
proportion  in  which  you  should  use  it ; fomentations  and 
poultices  must  sometimes  be  employed,  but  in  general  they 
are  not  good,  as  they  soften  and  weaken  the  parts  rather  too 
much  ; they  are  not  sufficiently  stimulating.  Warm  spirits  of 
turpentine  may  sometimes  be  employed  with  benefit.  You 
will  be  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  a great  number  of  applica- 
tions, and  frequently  to  change  them  before  any  relief  can  be 
obtained.  Most  of  you  recollect  a girl  over  in  the  other  hos- 
pital, in  Lydia's  ward,  who  had  sloughing  of  the  pudendum  ; 
seventeen  or  eighteen  different  applications  were  employed, 
but  the  same  application  seldom  agreed  with  the  sore  for  five 
days  in  succession — it  was  obliged  to  be  changed,  and  some 
other  used  ; the  girl,  however,  ultimately  recovered.  When 
the  patient  is  very  irritable,  opium  and  the  compound  decoc- 
tion of  sarsaparilla  should  be  exhibited  ; in  this  way  you  di- 
minish the  irritability  of  the  part.  When  the  sloughing  ex- 
tends, the  ammonia  combined  with  opium  will  be  found  of 
considerable  benefit ; five  grains  of  ammonia  and  one  grain  of 
opium  three  times  a-day.  We  are  in  the  habit  of  giving  in 
these  hospitals  ammonia  and  musk,  ten  grains  of  musk  and 
five  of  ammonia,  three  times  a-day,  in  the  form  of  a bolus  ; 
and,  on  the  whole,  we  find  that  they  exercise  a considerable 
influence  in  sloughing  chancre.  At  the  same  time  you  must 
support  the  patient’s  strength  by  a nutritious  diet,  and  give 
stimulants  to  assist  the  digestive  powers,  and  the  power  of 
the  circulation  : wine  and  porter  must  be  allowed  ; porter,  if 
the  patient  is  of  an  irritable  constitution,  and  wine,  if  he  is 
not;  they  must  be  given  so  as  to  keep  up  a vigorous  action, 
but  not  to  excite  a feverish  heat. 

By  these  means  you  will  generally  put  a stop  to  the  slough- 
ing, and  establish  the  patient’s  health.  If  the  chancre  slough 
early,  you  should  not  make  use  of  mercury  immediately  after 
the  healing  process  has  taken  place,  but  wait  for  the  second- 
ary symptoms.  If  the  sloughing  comes  on  early,  the  patient 
is  often  safe  from  future  attacks,  and  I therefore  generally 
wait  to  see  the  result.  It  occasionally  happens  that  an  open- 


514 


ON  CHANCRES  IN  WOMEN. 


ing  in  the  urethra  is  formed  to  a considerable  extent  ; when 
there  is  an  opening  tliere  are  three  plans  of  treatment  to  be 
adopted  1st.  If  the  opening  is  small,  a bougie  should  be 
passed  till  there  is  established  a considerable  diameter  of  the 
urethra,  just  anterior  to  the  opening,  to  allow  the  water  to 
pass  freely,  when  the  aperture  will  soon  close.  2dly.  If  the 
opening  is  large,  a caustic  should  be  applied  round  the  edges 
of  the  aperture  (a  little  nitric  acid  will  do),  which  produces  a 
slough  of  the  cuticle  and  cutis  ; when  the  healing  process, 
commences,  it  should  be  continued  once  a- week  till  a cicatrix 
forms,  and  draws  th  . parts  together,  and  entirely  cures  the 
patient.  3dly.  The  next  mode  adopted  is,  the  Taliacotian 
operation  r it  consists  in  bringing  a piece  of  the  living  skin 
over  the  aperture.  Some  pare  the  edges  of  the  opening,  and 
apply  the  twisted  suture,  but  it  never  succeeds,  as  the  urine 
soon  bursts  it  open  ; but  the  other  operation  has  been  per- 
formed with  success.  I had  a patient  once  with  this  com- 
plaint, in  whom  1.  separated  a small  piece  of  skin  from  the 
scrotum,  and  applied  its  raw  surface  to  the  edges  of  the 
wound;  this  I kept  in  its  situation  by  three  sutures.  Adhe- 
sive plaster  was  put  over  the  whole,  and  a gum  elastic  cathe- 
ter kept  in  the  urethra.  This  case  completely  succeeded.  Mr. 
Earle  has  since  performed  an  operation  on  a similar  prin- 
ciple, and  with  perfect  success.  I think  it  an  operation  which 
you  ought  to  perform  ; it  may  be  done  in  any  part  of  tbc 
urethra. 

These  are  the  modes  of  treatment  in  the  sloughing  urethra. 
If  there  is  at  the  mouth  of  the  urethra  a cicatrix  at  all,  or  the 
orifice  is  small,  you  cannot  cure  such  a stricture  in  the  usual 
mode.  You  must  cut  olT  a piece  of  bougie,  and  regularly  wear 
it  in  the  urethra,  withdrawing  it  twice  or  three  times  in  the 
course  of  the  day,  to  allow  the  urine  to  pass  off.  The  object 
is  to  excite  a suppurative  inflammation,  and  thus  remove,  the 
stricture ; for  when  the  suppurative  inflammation  has  been 
excited,  the  urethia  has  not  the  same  disposition  to  contract 
as  before.  .Sometimes  the  extremity  of  the  urethra  is  closed; 
after  makinn  water  in  a stream  about  the  size  of  a bristle,  the 
opening  suddenly  closes,  and  the  patient  cannot  make  a drop. 
If  called  to  such  a case,  what  you  do  is  not  to  open  the  blad- 
der, but  you  put  the  point  of  a lancet  into  the  glans,  just  at 
the  commencement  of  the  urethra,  the  urine  gushes  out  by  the 
side  of  the  lancet,  and  then  a bougie  requires  to  be  worn  to 
keep  the  orifice  open.  Such  is  the  treatment  of  obstruction  of 
the  urethra  at  its  orifice. 

Chancres  in  Women. 

Chancres  in  women  are  often  w'orse  than  in  men  : they  at- 
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tack  the  external  labia,  not  unfreqiiciitly  the  inside  of  tlie 
nyinphse,  and  the  os  externum  vaginae.  Sometimes  a great 
niimhei  of  these  exist  at  tlie  same  time  in  one  female,  and  are 
accompanied  with  but  little  irritation  ; she  scarcely  knows 
that  site  has  them,  till  she  feels  the  urine  smart  as  it  touches 
the  skin  ; this  engages  her  attention,  when  she  perceives  that 
she  has  several  pimples,  which  soon  ulcerate.  If  this  occur 
in  a bad  constitution,  and  extend  into  the  cellular  tissue,  in- 
flammation and  sloughing  of  the  part  take  place.  Sometitnes 
the  labia  and  nymphte  slough  away,  and  in  this  way  it  is  that  so 
many  lose  their  lives.  I visited  one  day  the  St.  Giles’s  work- 
house,  and  in  a small  ward  belonging  to  the  medical  esta- 
blishment, 1 saw  seven  cases  of  sloughing  chancre,  and  of 
these  seven,  five  died.  It  is  almost  impossible  for  them  to  re- 
cover when  there  is  such  a destruction  of  parts.  If  you  in- 
(juire  into  the  history  of  the  case,  you  find  that  it  first  began 
by  a few  pimples  ; the  unfortunate  female  will  also  tell  you 
that  she  continued  to  walk  the  streets,  night  after  night,  ex- 
posed to  vicissitudes  of  teuiperature ; that  she  indulged  in 
the  use  of  spirituous  liquors,  in  order  to  support  her  declining 
strength  ; the  disease  thus  occurring  in  a constitution  de- 
stroyed by  irregularity  of  habits,  the  patient  has  but  a very 
slight  chance  of  recovery.  If  one  of  these  miserable  cases 
could  be  depicted  from  the  pulpit,  as  an  illustration  of  the 
e%-il  eflfects  of  a vicious  and  intemperate  course  of  life,  it 
would,  I think,  strike  the  mind  with  more  terror  than  all  the 
preaching  in  the  world.  The  irritable  state  of  the  patient, 
in  which  the  disease  occurs,  leads  to  the  destruction  of  life, 
and  thus  it  is  that  such  a great  number  perish.  If  I said  that 
I saw  twenty  of  these  cases  in  a year,  1 should  not  exagge- 
rate. Neglected  chancres  and  injured  constitutions  lead  to 
this  most  frightful  disease.  The  treatment  is  the  same  as  for 
males. 

Warts. 

Warts  were  formerly  considered  as  syphilitic,  but  you  arc 
to  learn  that  they  are  nothing  but  a local  disease,  requiring 
nothing  but  local  means  for  their  cure.  Yet,  when  I say 
local,  I must  observe  that  they  frequently  secrete  a matter 
which  is  able  to  produce  a similar  disease  in  others.  I have 
known  two  instances  of  this.  'The  one  occurred  in  a Mr. 
Guller,  dresser  to  Mr.  Chandler.  Mr.  Chandler  removed  some 
warts,  which  were  of  a very  large  si/e,  from  a ])atient  in  this 
hosjutal,  and  as  he  was  returning  the  knife,  this  gentleman 
put  his  hand  forwards,  and  it  entered  just  under  the  thumh- 
nail.  Me  left  town  for  the  south-western  part  of  England ; 
in  a little  time,  he  had  an  irritation  about  the  nail,  and  a 
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wart  grew  out  from  the  spot  where  the  puncture  had  been 
made.  Being  in  practice,  this  was  a disagreeable  circuin- 
staiice ; it  was  frequently  destroyed,  but  at  each  time  it  grew 
again.  Afterwards  he  came  to  town,  when  he  called  on  me, 
and  told  me  the  circumstance.  I advised  him  to  put  on  a 
blister,  for  the  pniqiose  of  bringing  away  the  nail,  and,  then, 
that  the  wart  might  be  removed.  He  applied  a blister,  which 
readily  removed  the  nail,  but  it  also  brought  aw'ay  the  wart, 
and  it  never  grew  again.  The  other  case  of  warts  generating 
themselves  was  told  me  by  a gentleman  in  Sussex.  He  was 
called  to  attend  a lady  in  labour ; he  felt  something  in  the 
vagina,  which  appeared  unintelligible,  and,  on  examination, 
found  it  to  be  a crop  of  warts.  He  delivered  her,  but  did  not 
say  any  thing  about  the  warts  to  the  lady.  In  conversation 
with  the  husband,  he  told  him  that  his  lady  had  a number  of 
warts.  The  gentleman  stated,  that  at  the  time  he  was  mar- 
ried he  had  a wart  on  the  penis,  and  he  had  no  doubt  but  that 
he  communicated  them  to  his  wife.  It  is  a common  opinion 
that  they  are  propagated  by  the  blood  ; but  do  not  entertain 
this  idea — it  is  by  the  secretion  of  matter.  Simple  local  irri- 
tation will  produce  warts.  The  secretion  from  the  glandulae 
odorifera;,  if  not  cleansed,  will  give  rise  to  them,  or  any  dirt 
between  the  penis  and  glans.  The  treatment  is  different,  as 
the  warts  may  be  hard  or  soft.  Soft  warts  readily  bleed,  and 
may  be  easily  removed  ; the  liquor,  plumbi  subacetatis  di- 
liitus,  applied  to  the  surface  of  them,  will  remove  the  soft 
warts  ; the  oxymurias  hydrargyri  will  soon  destroy  them. 
1 have  used  the  tinctura  ferri  muriatis,  and  the  black  wash  and 
calomel  with  good  effect.  The  unguentum  hydrargyri  will 
soon  destroy  them,  by  producing  irritation,  inflammation, 
and  a sloughing  of  the  warts.  The  hard  warts  are  mere  dif- 
ficult to  remove;  they  had  better  be  poulticed  first,  and  then 
touched  with  the  unguentum  arsenicale,  which  should  con- 
tain a drachm  of  the  oxyde  of  arsenic  to  an  ounce  of  lard.  A 
few  of  the  warts  should  be  touched  with  this  application  in 
the  beginning,  and  afterwards  the  whole.  It  produces  in- 
flammation and  sloughing  of  the  warts.  I scarcely  ever  use 
any  thing  else  myself.  Warts  sometimes  occur  in  females  on 
the  labia  and  nymphae,  of  a size  you  would  scarcely  credit. 
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Gentlemen,  we  shall  proceed  to  speak  this  eveuing  of  syphi- 
litic bubo  and  veuereal  sore  throat. 

Syphilitic  Bubo. 

'I'he  venereal  poison  is  taken  from  the  chancre  on  the 
penis,  to  the  glands  of  the  groin  ; and,  in  its  course,  usually 
irritates  one  of  them.  Now  and  then  the  matter  pioceeds 
through  them  without  producing  any  irritation,  but  more  fre- 
quently it  excites  inflammation,  and  the  common  effects  of 
inflammation,  if  it  is  not  opposed;  that  is,  if  a proper  treat- 
ment be  not  pursued,  tlie  gland  inflames  and  suppurates.  It 
commonly  happens  that  only  one  gland  is  affected  in  either 
groin  in  syphilis ; now  and  then  the  contrary  takes  place  ; 
but,  in  general,  when  several  glands  are  enlarged,  it  is  from 
irritation,  and  not  from  the  absorption  of  the  venereal  poi- 
son. When  there  is  only  one  gland  enlarged,  and  it  goes  into 
a suppurating  state,  it  is  usually  the  consequence  of  the  sti- 
mulus of  the  syphilitic  virus.  Therefore,  you  may  conclude,  if 
several  glands  be  enlarged,  that  it  is  not  the  effect  of  syphilis. 
The  symptoms  produced  when  a bubo  goes  into  a state  of 
suppuration,  are  the  same  as  those  which  take  place  in  com- 
mon abscess,  with  this  exception,  that  there  are  eveuing  exa- 
cerbations ; and,  in  this  respect,  precisely  the  same  effect  is 
produced  as  when  syphilis  attacks  any  other  part  of  the  body  ; 
the  exacerbations  coming  on  in  the  afternoon,  and  generally 
lasting  till  two  or  three  in  the  morning.  The  symptoms, 
then,  are  the  same  as  those  of  common  abscess,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  evening  exacerbations.  When  you  are  consulted 
about  a bubo,  you  are  led  to  suspect  that  it  is  venereal,  by 
the  following  circumstances  You  ask  the  patient  if  he  has 
a sore  on  the  penis  ; if  there  be  none,  and  he  has  never  had 
one,  your  opinion  ought  to  be,  that  the  bubo  is  not  syphilitic. 
There  is  no  example  of  venereal  bubo  ever  having  occurred 
without  a sore.  If  there  be  no  sore  at  the  time  you  see  the  pa- 
tient, you  inquire  how  long  it  is  since  he  has  had  one  ? If  he 
answers  a week,  a fortnight,  or  even  three  weeks  ago,  still  the 
swelling  may  be  syphilitic  : it  is  not  at  all  necessary  for  the 
sore  to  exist  at  the  time  the  bubo  appears,  for  the  irritation  of 
the  gland  may  occur  a fortnight  or  three  weeks  after  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  sore.  The  swelling  may  be  retarded  from  va- 
rious circumstances,  if  the  patient  has  a diarrhoea  on  him,  or 
has  taken  opening  medicine ; these,  and  many  other  causes, 
may  delay  its  appearance.  The  next  circumstance  to  which 
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you  direct  your  attention  is,  wliether  the  enlarged  gland  is 
situated  at  Poupart’s  ligament  or  below  it ; you  know  that 
tliere  are  two  orders  or  rows  of  absorbent  glands  in  the  groin. 
Tlie  first  row  is  in  the  line  of  Poupart’s  ligament,  extending 
nearly  from  the  spinous  process  of  the  ilium  to  the  pubis ; 
but  below  this  is  another  tier,  situated  at  the  distance  of  an 
inch  and  a half,  or  two  inches,  from  the  first.  If  the  swelling 
be  in  a line  with  Poupart’s  ligament,  you  may  decide  that  it 
is  a syphilitic  bubo  ; but  you  may  determine  that  it  is  not  sy- 
j)hilitic  if  it  be  in  the  lower  order.  When  you  see  a swelling 
in  the  groin,  about  an  inch  and  a half  below  .Poupart’s  liga- 
ment, you  inquire  if  there  be  any  sore  on  the  foot  or  leg,  or 
any  irritation  on  the  back  or  nates ; for,  in  such  cases,  the 
glands  are  generally  affected.  'I'he  lower  order  of  the  glands 
are  more  frequently  affected  from  any  irritation  on  the  thigh 
and  leg  than  on  the  back  of  the  nates,  because  the  greater 
number  of  the  absorbents  from  these  last  parts  terminate  in 
the  upper  row  of  absorbent  glands.  You  determine  that  it  is 
not  syphilitic  if  the  swelling  be  in  the  lower  order  of  the 
glands.  When  you  are  called  on  to  treat  a syphilitic  bubo, 
you  order  the  patient  to  take  five  grains  of  blue  pill,  combined 
with  a quarter  of  a grain  of  opium,  night  and  mortiing,  with 
the  same  view  as  you  give  it  in  the  chancre  ; the  opium  sub- 
dues the  disposition  to  an  irritable  action  being  set  up  in  the 
constitution  by  the  mercury;  and  when  it  is  given  in  con- 
junction with  the  blue  pill,  you  seldom  have  those  dire  effects 
from  the  syphilitic  disease,  as  when  the  mercury  is  given 
alone.  Therefore,  you  will  give  the  blue  pill  combined  with 
opium.  If  you  find  the  pain  in  the  evening  not  subdued, 
you  may  give  ten  grains  of  the  blue  pill  at  night,  and  five  in 
the  morning.  But,  at  the  same  time  that  you  employ  consti- 
tutioiial  remedies,  local  means  should  not  be  neglected  : eva- 
porating lotions  should  be  applied  to  the  part,  a bandage 
should  be  put  round  the  waist ; and  a linen,  wetted  with  a 
lotion,  composed  of  an  ounce  of  spirits  of  wine,  to  five 
ounces  of  water,  should  be  kept  to  the  swelling,  and  fastened 
by  tape  to  the  bandage.  But,  gentlemen,  it  sometimes  hap- 
pens, notwithstanding  the  means  that  you  employ,  the  pain, 
swelling,  and  the  disposition  of  the  gland  to  suppurate,  in- 
crease; this  will  be  known  by  sharp  pains  darting  through 
the  part,  and  a pulsating  feel  in  it  ; for,  when  these  occur, 
the  suppurative  process  has  generally  commenced  ; you  then 
apply  evaporating  lotion  and  leeches,  give  active  purges,  and 
omit  the  blue  pill,  or  else  you  will  make  the  bubo  suppurate. 
Mercury  (as  you  know)  has  the  effect  of  hastening  common 
inflammation,  when  it  occurs  in  any  part  of  the  body,  to  sup- 
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puration  ; therefore,  it  is  wrong  when  any  inflammatory  dis- 
position exists  in  the  bubo  to  continue  the  mercury,  for  you 
will  most  probably  induce  suppuration,  when  you  might  have 
prevented  it.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  right  to  em- 
ploy lotions  and  leeches,  and  purge  the  patient.  The  best 
l)urges  you  can  give  are  the  mercurial,  the  submuriate  of  mer- 
cury combined  with  jalap  : by  this  plan  of  treatment  you  get 
rid  of  the  disposition  to  inflammation,  whereas,  if  you  con- 
tinue the  mercury,  you  will  hurry  the  bubo  into  the  suppu- 
rative process.  When  the  pain  in  the  part  is  subdued,  you 
must  return  to  the  first  treatment,  which  will  correct  the  ve- 
nereal action.  It  may  he  said  in  opposition  to  this,  that  you 
give  mercury  to  prevent  inflammation  of  the  eye,  as  in  iritis  : 
this  is  true,  but  it  is  not  desirable,  even  in  that  complaint,  to 
affect  the  mouth  to  any  degree  ; it  is  not  that  of  mercurial  in- 
fluence which  will  cure  the  eye,  for  the  mercury  should  be 
suspended  when  the  mouth  becomes  affected  ; it  is  by  increas- 
ing the  secrettou  that  the  benign  influence  of  the  mercury  is 
exercised. 

It  sometimes  happens  that  the  bubo  attains  considerable 
magnitude.  When  this  is  the  case  you  must  give  up  the  use 
of  mercury  : never  continue  it  when  the  bubo  is  large  ; it 
will  only  hurry  it  into  a suppurative  process  ; therefore,  sus- 
pend the  use  of  mercury,  and  endeavour  to  lessen  the  size  of 
the  swelling  and  inflammation  by  lotions,  leeches,  and  acting 
on  the  bowels,  in  order  to  promote  the  secretions,  for  this 
should  be  your  grand  object  in  all  these  cases  : take  care,  at 
the  same  time,  to  give  that  kind  of  nourishment  which  will 
best  support  the  system,  without  producing  an  undue  excite- 
ment. When  a gland  becomes  of  considerable  size,  it  is 
usually  the  result  of  debility,  and  is  very  apt  to  become  chro- 
nic ; you  should  by  all  means  discontinue  the  mercury,  apply 
leeclies,  and  you  may  gently  stimulate  the  gland,  so  as  to 
promote  ahsor|)tion  ; for  this  purpose  the  application  of  mu- 
riate of  ammonia  will  be  of  use,  at  the  same  time  giving  pur- 
gative medicines.  But  in  this  enlarged  state  of  the  gland, 
although  it  begins  in  syphilis,  mercury  greatly  debilitates  the 
constitution.  When  suppuration  has  commenced,  and  the  mat- 
ter can  be  felt  fluctuating,  it  is  quite  right  to  make  an  opening 
to  let  it  out.  The  opening  should  be  small,  and  ought  to  be 
made  as  soon  as  any  pus  can  be  felt,  for  absorption  will  be- 
gin, and  the  size  of  the  gland  will  soon  be  diminislicd  ; there- 
fore, make  an  opening  to  evacuate  the  matter  as  early  as  you 
can  detect  fluctuation.  My  own  opinion  is,  that  when  the 
suppurative  process  has  commenced,  the  best  plan  is  to  open 
the  swelling,  which  I always  do  by  puncturing  it  with  a lap- 
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cet  whenever  the  matter  is  formed  ; it  is  no  use  to  let  it  ac- 
cumulate, for  absorption  of  the  surrounding  parts  will  take 
place,  and  a large  sore  he  formed.  If  the  gland  be  opened  as 
early  as  you  can  detect  fluctuation,  the  surrounding  swelling 
will  be  lessened,  the  inflammation  diminished,  absorption 
rapidly  produced,  and  then  you  can  return  to  the  mercury  for 
effecting  the  cure. 

It  sometimes  happens  that  the  bubo  is  e.xceedingly  irritable  : 
wherever  you  find  it  so  under  the  use  of  mercury,  immediate- 
ly discontinue  its  use,  for  the  more  mercury  you  give,  the 
worse  the  swelling  becomes  ; abandon  the  mercury,  and  have 
recourse  to  otbei*  means  ; it  is  right  in  these  cases  to  give 
opium,  and  the  compound  decoction  of  sarsaparilla  ; that  is 
the  plan  you  will  find. the  best  in  irritable  buboes.  When  the 
state  of  the  sw'elling  will  allow,  you  can  return  to  the  use  of 
mercury  to  complete  the  cure.  It  is  only  by  the  injudicious 
use  of  mercury  that  the  very  severe  symptoms  which  occur 
after  syphilis  are  produced,  i do  not  believe  that  a syphilis 
itself  ever  produces  them  ; no,  gentlemen,  they  arise  either 
from  a defect  in  the  constitution  of  the  patient,  or  from  the 
fault  of  the  medical  man.  I do  not  believe  that  nodes  arise 
from  the  syphilitic  virus  alone,  but  principally  from  the  in- 
judicious treatment  of  syphilis,  where  mercury  has  been  in 
cautiously  administered,  thereby  increasing  the  irritability  of 
the  patient,  and  leading  to  worse  consequences  than  the  dis- 
ease for  which  it  was  originally  given.  In  order  to  subdue 
this  irritable  state  of  constitution,  give  opium  and  the  com- 
pound decoction  of  sarsaparilla,  which  will  have  the  power  of 
lessening  the  irritability  of  the  system,  and  relieving  the  pa- 
tient. As  to  sarsaparilla  being  a specific  for  the  cure  of  sy- 
philis, you  will  find  that  it  is  no  such  thing ; it  has  the 

power  of  suspending  the  symptoms  of  syphilis  for  a short 

time,  but  not  that  of  curing  them  ; and  the  surgeon  wdio 
thinks  that  he  has  grossly  deceives  himself  and  those  who 
are  the  dupes  of  his  ignorance.  If  he  fancies  that  the  pa- 
tient is  cured,  because  the  symptoms  disappear,  and  the  pa- 

tient does  not  return,  he  equally  deceives  himself;  for,  if 
he  does  not  return  to  the  same  surgeon  (which  he  seldom 
does  when  he  has  once  been  deceived  by  him),  he  goes  to 
another,  and  so  on,  till  at  last  it  is  difficult  to  ascertain  whe- 
ther his  disease  is  from  syphilis  or  from  the  various  remedies 
which  he  has  tried.  What  1 should  say  is,  that  the  improper 
use  of  mercury  leaves  a disposition  in  the  constitution  for  the 
disease  to  return ; and  whoever  has  seen  much  practice 
knows,  that  secondary  symptoms  are  generally  the  result  of 
a mistaken  treatment  of  the  syphilitic  disease.  Well,  then, 
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opium,  and  the  compound  decoction  of  sarsaparilla,  will  les- 
sen the  irritability  of  the  constitution  ; and  so  far  they  are 
useful,  but  any  further  than  this  they  ought  not  to  be  used. 
1 say,  that  no  surgeon  who  understood  the  nature  of  syphilis, 
and  who  liad  it  in  his  own  person,  would  trust  to  sarsaparilla 
for  a cure.  In  fact,  1 would  say,  if  he  did  (and  you  know 
that  1 use  no  milk  and  water  expressions),  that  he  was  a 
blockhead.  So  long  as  I have  the  honour  of  addressing  you, 
will  I openly  state  my  opinions  to  you.  1 am  not  come  here 
to  listen  to  the  opinions  of  others,  which  I know  to  be  wrong 
from  the  experience  of  forty  years’  practice,  nor  to  be  taught 
by  beardless  boys  how  to  treat  a disease,  of  which  I have  seen 
thousands  and  thousands  of  cases. 

Tlie  next  subject  which  we  shall  consider  is  the 
Sloughing  Bubo. 

If  mercury  be  continued  whilst  the  bubo  is  suppurating,  as 
soon  as  ulceration  takes  place  the  sloughing  process  will  fol- 
low, and  extend  over  a considerable  portion  of  the  cellular 
tissue.  Destruction  of  life  in  these  cases  is  caused  in  two 
modes.  Here  are  two  specimens  (exhibiting  them  to  the 
class)  taken  from  persons  who  died  of  sloughing  bubo.  In 
one,  the  femoral  artery,  vein,  and  sartorius  muscle,  are  laid 
bare  to  a considerable  extent,  ’llie  one  died  from  the  irrita- 
tion produced  by  the  sloughing  process ; the  other  from  he- 
morrhage, caused  by  ulceration  of  the  femoral  artery.  Thus 
destruction  takes  place  from  two  causes,  from  the  extent  of 
the  sloughing  process,  and  hemorrhage  from  the  opening  of 
the  femoral  artery.  A person  with  sloughing  bubo  died  in 
the  hospital,  about  three  years  ago,  from  hemorrhage.  In 
these  cases  you  generally  see  that  there  is  something  faulty 
in  the  constitution,  or  that  the  patient  has  been  injudiciously 
treated  ; as  to  the  treatment  of  sloughing  bubo,  it  is  the  same 
as  in  the  sloughing  chancre.  Abandonment  of  mercury,  ex- 
hibition of  ammonia  with  opium,  and  a generous  diet,  so  as 
to  give  vigour  to  the  constitution,  without  exciting  any  fe- 
brile action  ; that  is  the  constitutional  plan  of  treatment 
which  you  should  employ,  and  the  local  treatment  principally 
consist.^  in  the  application  of  the  nitric  acid  wash,  about  fifty 
drops  of  the  acid  to  a quart  of  water.  It  sometimes  happens 
when  the  gland  suppurates,  and  the  sloughing  process  is  go- 
ing on,  that  secondary  symptoms  appear ; it  is  not  right  to 
give  mercury  in  consequence  of  their  appearance,  but  you  or- 
der the  patient  to  take  the  compound  decoction  of  sarsapa- 
rilla. When  the  sloughing  process  is  stopped,  and  the  wound 
is  well,  give  mercury  if  the  secondary  symptoms  remain  ; then, 
and  not  till  then,  ought  you  to  attempt  *be  cure  of  the  dis- 
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ease  by  the  e.Khibitioii  of  mercury.  When  the  sloughing  pro- 
cess stops,  and  there  are  no  secondary  symptoms,  do  not  give 
mercury.  It  is  never  right  to  employ  it  as  it  were  on  spe- 
culation  ; it  will  not  destroy  the  venereal  virus,  although  it  is 
not  in  action,  and  will  not  prevent  the  a|)pearanee  of  the  dis- 
ease. IMr.  Hunter  was  the  first  who  pointed  this  out,  that 
syi)hilis  could  not  be  prevented  from  appearing  by  the  exhibi- 
tion of  mercury;  and  most  surgeons  state  that  it  is  best  not 
to  give  mercury  in  expectation  of  the  ap|)earance  of  the  dis- 
ease, but  to  wait  till  it  does  appear.  1 give  you  this  rather 
as  Mr.  Hunter’s  opinion  than  my  own : tliere  arc  some 
points  connected  svith  this  subject  which  1 shall  speak  of 
when  making  some  general  remarks  on  syphilis.  It  occa- 
sionally happens  that,  when  bubo  supi)urates,  a sinus  remains 
after  the  other  part  is  healed.  This  may  be  often  cured  by 
an  injection  of  about  two  grains  of  oxyniur.  hydr.  to  an  ounce 
of  water,  or  the  undiluted  tincture  of  lyttre,  which  will 
generally  bring  on  adhesive  inflammation.  If  these  should  not 
succeed,  you  must  depend  on  the  use  of  a seton,  or  laying 
the  sinus  open  ; but  tliis  latter  mode  is  very  rarely  adopted. 
It  sometimes  happens  that  a gland  projects  after  ulceration 
has  taken  i)lace  : when  a case  like  this  occurs,  when  the 
gland  is  insulated,  and  rises  above  the  surrounding ;surface, 
you  get  rid  of  it  by  means  of  small  troches,  made  of  bread 
and  oxymuriate  of  mercury,  pointed  at  the  extremity,  which 
are  iuserted  into  the  gland,  and  allowed  to  remain  there 
twenty-four  hours:  this  generally  brings  on  a little  inflam- 
mation, the  death  of  the  gland,  and  its  separation  from 
the  surrounding  parts.  I have  known  the  sulphate  of  copper 
produce  the  same  effect,  but  the  first  is  generally  the  best. 
When  a number  of  absorbent  glands  are  enlarged,  never  con- 
sider the  complaint  as  syphilitic ; tliey  are  owing  to  a defect 
of  the  constitution,  and  never  to  syphilis.  After  a bubo  has 
suppurated  and  ulcerated,  it  now  and  theu  assumes  the  cha- 
racter of  what  is  called  a phagedenic  ulcer.  If  consulted 
about  the  nature  and  treatment  of  this  kind  of  ulcer,  what 
would  you  say?  First,  that  phagedenic  bubo  is  an  ulcer,  with 
the  edges  thin,  rugged,  loose,  and  irregular,  osving  to  a a mor- 
bid condition  of  the  cellular  membrane  beneath  it,  which  is 
in  a sloughing  state ; you  see  in  a phagedenic  bubo,  if  you 
look  attentively,  that  the  cellular  membrane  under  the  skin  is 
in  a sloughing  state.  There  is  an  increased  number  of  blood- 
vessels, over  which  the  skin  hangs  loosely,  and  the  ragged 
edges  of  the  sore  are  owing  to  a want  of  action  in  the  part, 
the  blood  being  retained  in  it  on  account  of  there  not  being 
suflicieut  freedom  to  carry  it  into  the  system.  This  kind  of 


DISEASES  OF  THE  MOUTH  AND  THROAT.  523 


sore  arises,  then,  from  the  cellular  tissue,  and  it  is  difficult 
to  give  life  to  it,  because  it  becomes  cousideiably  excavated, 
and  the  skin  hangs  loosely  over  it.  'J'he  best  treatment  that 
you  can  employ,  is  a saturated  solution  of  the  nitrate  of  sil- 
ver : dossils  of  lint,  wetted  with  this  lotion,  should  be  daily 
applied  to  the  surface  and  edges  of  the  wound,  and  the  liquor 
calcis,  wilh  lime-water,  should  also  be  used.  Oil-silk  .should 
be  put  over  the  wound,  to  prevent  it  getting  dry;  for,  if  it 
becomes  dry,  there  is  great  danger  of  the  gangrene  spread- 
ing ; therefore,  the  jiart  should  be  kept  wet,  and  this  you  do 
by  covering  it  with  the  oil-silk,  to  prevent  evaporation.  This, 
then,  is  the  treatment  of  a phagedenic  ulcer.  Mr.  Welbank,  a 
surgeon,  in  Chancery  lane,  has  recommended  the  applica- 
tion of  the  nitric  acid  in  an  undiluted  state,  with  the  view  of 
forming  a new  surface.  This  gentleman  has  tried  it  with  ad- 
vantage, at  the  same  time  preserving  the  constitution  by  re- 
storing the  secretions,  and  supporting  the  patient  by  a most 
nutritious  diet.  You  .should  give  bark  and  ammonia,  in 
combination  with  the  opium  ; and  do  all  that  yon  can  to  re- 
store the  secretions,  for  this  ought  to  be  the  first  jtrinciple  of 
your  treatment. 

Diseases  of  the  Mouth  and  Throat. 

The  venereal  poison,  when  it  passes  the  absorbent  glands 
in  the  groin,  goe.s  into  the  system,  but,  in  its  course,  affects 
no  other  glands  but  these  ; it  is  carried  through  the  thoracic 
duct  to  the  blood,  and,  when  in  the  blood,  it  appears  to  affect 
but  three  parts  of  the  body ; 1st.  The  mucous  membrane  of 
tlie  throat  and  nose.  2d.  The  skin,  or  surface  of  the  body. 
3d.  The  periosteum  and  boues.  The.se  three  are  the  only 
parts  liable  to  the  syphilitic  action  after  the  venereal  virus 
has  entered  the  blood ; and,  with  respect  to  the  organs  es- 
sential to  life,  these  are  not  capable  of  having  a syphilitic  ac- 
tion excited  in  them  ; only  in  those  parts  of  the  body  subject- 
ed to  the  influence  of  external  causes,  is  the  syphilitic  action 
observed  ; the  intenial  organs  are  entirely  free  from  it ; the 
brain,  the  viscera  of  the  chest,  and  abdomen,  are  never  af- 
fected by  it ; even  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  interior  of 
the  body  is  not  affected  by  it. 

I will  now  describe  to  you  the  appearance  and  consequences 
of  the  diseases  of  the  throat.  When  the  syphilitic  action  is  set 
up  in  the  mouth,  either  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  floor  of 
the  no.se,  or  the  roof  of  the  mouth,  becomes  red  and  inflamed, 
and  a pimple  forms  on  it ; when  tliis  opens,  the  bony  palate 
is  exposed,  which  may  he  easily  felt  by  apjilying  a probe  to 
the  part : this  is  the  manner  in  which  the  disease  first  shews 
itself.  The  exposed  bone  exfoliates,  a communication  is  set 


524  DISEASES  OF  THE  MOUTH  AMD  THROAT. 


up  through  the  mouth  and  nose,  fluids  return  through  it,  and 
the  voice  becomes  nasal.  In  this  disastrous  state  the  unhappy 
patient  is  unfitted  for  society  ; with  an  apeiture  in  the  roof  of 
the  month,  he  has  a discharge  from  it  of  a most  offensive 
smell,  to  which  the  smell  of  the  dissecting  room  is  not  to  be 
compared ; for  1 can  assure  you  it  is  with  difficulty  that  I can 
bear  the  breath  of  a person  with  disease  of  the  mouth  or  nose  ; 
but  independently  of  this,  he  is  stamped  by  a nasal  voice, 
and  the  fluids  which  he  takes  returns  through  the  communi- 
cation set  up  between  the  mouth  and  nose.  It  is  a state, 
gentlemen,  to  which  death  is  far  preferable;  therefore,  do 
not  look  on  syplrilis  as  a trifling  disease.  The  tonsil  glands 
become  affected  with  sores,  which  have  e.xactly  the  character 
of  chancre,  having  rugged  edges,  a yellow  surface,  and  a livid 
colour  in  the  surrounding  part.  A sense  of  dryness  is  felt  in 
the  throat,  which  spreads  up  the  eustachian  tubes  to  the  ear. 
But  still  worse  effects  of  tlie  disease  are  seen  on  the  pharynx, 
just  opposite  to  the  mouth  ; it  is  not  unfrequent  that  ulcera- 
tion proceeds  through  it  and  the  cellular  membrane  behind 
to  the  vertebrte  ; but  the  worst  effect  of  all  produced  by  the 
syphilitic  action,  are  found  on  the  larynx,  w hich  require  im- 
mediate attention  as  soon  as  they  shew  themselves ; and  in  a 
short  space  of  time,  if  not  checked,  destroy  life.  Attending 
this  affection,  there  is  always  loss  of  the  voice,  so  that  you 
are  obliged  to  put  your  ear  to  the  patient’s  mouth,  he  speaks 
in  so  low  a whisper.  If  he  has  no  primary  symptoms  of  sy- 
philis on  him  at  the  time,  you  are  not  led  at  first  to  suspect 
that  it  is  syphilitic;  although,  whenever  a person  comes  to 
ypu  with  loss  of  voice,  you  should  always  ask,  how  long  it  is 
since  he  had  any  sore  on  his  yard  ? What  space  of  time  has 
elapsed  since  he  had  syphilis  ? — This  effect  of  the  syphilitic 
disease  more  frequently  destroys  life  than  any  other.  Here  is 
a specimen  (exhibiting  it  to  the  class)  taken  from  a female 
who  died  of  this  complaint.  She  was  admitted  into  the  hos- 
pital with  a bronchocele ; she  had  difficulty  of  breathing,  and 
little  power  of  utterance,  which  were  attributed  to  the  pres- 
sure ot  the  tumour  on  the  larynx.  When  she  had  been  in  the 
hospital  a little  time,  syphilitic  eruption  made  its  appear- 
ance, by  vyhich  it  was  discovered  she  had  not  very  long  ago 
had  syphilis.  Mercury  was  given  her,  but  the  disease  had 
proceeded  too  far,  and  she  died  a few  days  after.  On  exa- 
mining the  throat,  chancres  were  found,  one  on  each  side  of 
the  upper  part  of  the  larynx  ; there  was  no  disease  whatever 
of  the  lunp.  The  ulceration  had  proceeded  to  the  laryngeal 
artery : this  had  given  way,  and  part  of  the  blood  passed  into 
the  trachea.  Portions  of  the  thyroid  cartilages  are  some- 
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times  ossified  in  this  disease,  and  coughed  up.  One  of  the 
cornua  of  thyroid  cartilage  was  coughed  up  by  a patient  of 
Mr.  Forster’s  at  the  other  hospital  ; it  was  converted  into 
bone  ; the  patient  did  very  well. 

The  treatment  required  in  syphilitic  sore  throat  is  as  fol- 
lows : — It  will  he  necessary  to  make  use  of  mercury  if  the  part 
is  not  too  irritable,  and  the  sore  has  no  other  character  than 
in  a healthy  person,  and  does  not  affect  the  mouth  more  than 
is  generally  done  when  the  syphilis  appears  in  any  other  part. 
Here  you  must  endeavour  to  prevent  the  di.sease  making  tho^a 
dreadful  ravages,  which  I have  described,  on  the  soft  palate 
and  upper  maxillary  bone,  producing  an  aperture,  which  re- 
quire artificial  means  to  close  it.  Mercurial  fumigations  are 
found  the  most  efficient  local  means  for  sores  of  the  palate  ; 
but  if  the  roof  of  the  mouth  itself  becomes  affected,  a little 
diluted  muriatic  or  nitric  acid  will  assist  exfoliation,  and 
prevent  the  aperture  from  being  large.  When  the  sores  are 
on  the  tonsils,  local  means  are  not  necessary,  for  a consider- 
able portion  of  the  tonsils  may  be  losf,  without  any  bad  ef- 
fects being  produced  ; constitutional  remedies  alone  are  ge- 
nerally employed.  But,  .with  respect  to  myself,  I am  dis- 
posed to  assist,  by  local  means,  the  healing  of  syphilitic 
sores,  wherever  they  occur.  When  an  aperture  has  been  pro- 
duced in  the  roof  of  the  mouth,  I put  a piece  of  lint  into  the 
opening,  and  the  consequence  is,  that  the  person  does  not 
speak  through  his  nose  so  much,  and  is  not  exposed  to  the 
observations  of  his  friends.  As  soon  as  the  exfoliation  has 
taken  place,  it  will  be  right  to  introduce  some  extraneous 
substance  to  fill  up  the  aperture  ; and  the  best  instrument  1 
know  is  one  contrived  by  Mr.  Weiss,  whom  you  all  know  to 
be  an  extremely  ingenious  man.  A gentleman  of  rank  and 
fortune,  who  had  a fissure  iii  the  roof  of  the  mouth,  applied 
to  Mr.  Weiss,  to  know  whether  he  could  make  him  something 
which  would  fill  up  the  opening,  and  remain  there  without 
producing  inconvenience.  Mr.  Weiss  immediately  produced 
an  instrument,  which  gave  the  gentleman  great  comfort  and 
satisfaction,  and  answers  much  better  than  any  other  with 
which  I am  acquainted. 

When  there  is  disease  on  the  soft  palate,  nothing  can  be 
worn,  because  any  instrument,  unless  kept  near  the  bone, 
would  excite  inflammation.  M.  Roux,  of  La  Charitfi,  at 
Paris,  in  a case  of  division  of  the  soft  palate,  performed  an 
operation  for  the  purpose  of  closing  the  aperture,  on  the  same 
principle  as  the  operation  for  hare-lip.  The  operation  was 
successful ; it  is  certainly  a very  ingenious  one.  1 think  a 
gentleman  at  the  west  end  of  the  town  has  also  performed 
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tliis  operation  ; if  any  of  yon  recollect  his  name,  1 shall  be 
obliged  if  yon  will  mention  it ; (here  several  students  stated 
that  it  was  IMr.  Alcock.)  Mr.  Alcock,  then,  gentlemen,  has 
also  performed  this  operation.  Sir  Astley  then  said,  that  he 
thought  the  union  of  a division  of  the  soft  palate  had  been 
attempted  by  some  one  else,  when  one  of  the  pupils  replied, 
that  “ it  had  been  by  Mr.  Brodic.”  1 was  not  aware  that 
Mr.  Brodie  had  iierformed  this  operation — are  you  sure  of  it, 
sir  ? This  being  answered  in  the  affirmative,  the  learned 
professor  said  that  the  oper.atioii  similar  to  M.  Ilonx’s  had 
been  performed  by  Mr.  Alcock,  and  (1  must,  however,  mention 
my  friend  Air.  Brodie’s  name  on  authority,  pointing  to  the 
student  who  first  mentioned  it)  by  Mr.  Brodie. 

With  I'espect  to  alfections  of  the  larynx,  yon  must  act  im- 
mediately on  the  system  by  mercury ; I use  the  o.xymurias 
hydrargyfi,  because  it  is  the  quickest  in  its  operation.  Mer- 
curial fumigations  locally,  and  the  oxymurias  hydrargyri  in- 
ternally ; these  are  what  I now  employ.  Some  give  the  blue 
pill  and  opium,  but  I prefer  the  oxyniuriate,  on  account  of  its 
speedy  effect  

LECTURE  LV. 

The  next  subject  to  which  I shall  direct  your  attention,  is  the 
influence  of 

Syphilis  affecting  the  Nose. 

The  mucous  membrane  of  the  nose  is  liable  to  be  affected 
by  this  disease,  as  well  as  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  throat. 
Ulceration  in  this  part  very  speedily  affects  the  bones,  which 
afterwards  exfoliate,  and  the  patient  will  be  in  danger  of  losing 
a considerable  portion  of  his  nose.  'Phe  lollowing  are  the 
symptoms  which  indicate  the  existence  of  this  disease ; The 
first  circumstance  of  which  the  patient  complains,  is  an  in- 
crustation forming  on  the  nose.  On  this  incrustation  being 
removed  by  the  hand,  a quantity  of  blood  mixed  with  puru- 
lent matter  is  discharged.  In  two  or  three  days,  similar  in- 
crustations are  formed,  and  under  these  an  ulceration  takes 
place,  which  frequently  lays  bare  the  bone,  and  occasions  the 
process  of  exfoliation.  The  bones  very  often  separate  by  ex- 
foliation, long  after  the  syphilitic  action  has  ceased.  The 
number  of  bones  which  separate  in  this  way,  is  often  very 
considerable  : there  is  a preparation  on  the  table,  in  whicli 
you  will  have  an  opportunity  of  observing  a number  of  bones, 
which  separated  from  the  nose  by  exfoliation,  in  the  same  in- 
dividual. Here  is  another  example,  in  wdiich  the  disease  also 
made  considerable  pro^'ess  in  this  part.  The  treatment  of 
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syphilis  in  the  nose,  is  similar  to  the  treatment  of  it  in  other 
pai'ts  of  the  body.  'I'he  constitutional  treatment  is  precisely 
the  same,  but,  in  addition  to  the  constitutional  treatment, 
local  applications  should  be  employed.  Fumigating  the  part 
is  attended  with  some  adrantage ; injecting  lotions  are  also 
sometimes  found  to  be  beneficial.  Lotions  of  diluted  nitric, 
or  muriatic  acid  may  be  used  with  a view  of  healing  the 
sores,  and  assisting  the  process  of  exfoliation.  Fumigations 
are  used  in  clearing  the  nose  of  the  accumulated  incrustations. 
Steaming  the  nose  with  hot  water,  assists  in  separating  the 
incrustations,  and  affords  considerable  relief  to  the  patient. 
Such  is  the  treatment  under  ordinary  circumstances.  If  the 
bone.s  of  tlie  nose  have  not  become  affected,  there  will  be  no 
great  difficulty  in  conducting  the  cure,  but  there  are  cases  in 
which  very  considerable  difficulties  will  be  encountered,  and 
in  which  the  most  horrible  deformities  will  frequently  be  the 
result.  In  general,  you  are  to  consider  these  deformities,  as 
the  result,  not  cf  syi)hilis,  but  of  the  improper  treatment  of 
that  disease.  1 will  tell  you  what  very  often  happens  in  cases 
of  syphilitic  disease  in  the  nose.  The  patient  undergoes  a 
mercurial  treatment,  and  the  sore.s  appear  to  be  cured  ; but, 
when  the  mercury  has  beeu  left  off  for  a time,  and  the  person 
has  returned  to  his  ordinary  employments,  he  finds  the  dis- 
charge again  appearing  in  the  nose,  and  as  it  becomes  offen- 
sive, applie.s  to  a medical  man.  Under  such  circumstances,  it 
is  frequently  supposed  that,  though  he  has  undergone  a treat- 
ment which  is  usually  sufficient  for  the  cure  of  syphilis,  the 
fiiseaae  is  not  yet  completely  subdued,  and  he  is  put  under  a 
second  course  of  mercury.  This,  gentlemen,  is  not  only  un- 
necessary, but  extremely  injurious  to  the  patient.  'I'he  dis- 
ease of  the  nose  is  not  the  result  of  .syphilis,  but  it  arises  from 
the  process  of  exfrrliation  in  an  exposed  portion  of  bone. 
During  the  time  the  mercury  is  given,  the  sores  heal,  and  the 
hone  becomes  di’y.  'I  hcre  is  no  discharge  at  this  period,  but 
after  a time  the  jrrocess  of  exfoliation  produces  irritation  and 
ulceration  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  nose,  which  is  ge- 
nerally, but  erroncou.'ly  supposed  to  be  syphilitic.  If  the 
patient,  time  after  time,  be  subjected  to  fresh  courses  of  mer- 
cury, these  add  to  the  mischief,  and  the  most  horrible  deform-, 
ities  often  ensue.  'I'he  mercury,  instead  of  assisting  the  ex- 
foliation which  is  eoing  on,  adds  to  the  inflammation,  and 
produces  other  and  mo.st  extensive  exfoliations.  Under  i)ro- 
per  treatment,  no  person,  peidiaps,  ever  lost  his  nose  from 
syphilis,  hut  the  instances  are  very  numeroii.s  in  which  this 
loss  has  arisen  from  the  abuse  of  mercury.  'I'o  prevent  the 
great  deformity  which  will  arise  in  such  cases,  if  an  opening 
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lie  formed  through  the  skin  in  the  upper  part  of  the  nose,  a 
probe  should  be  introduced,  to  feel  for  the  loose  ossa  nasi, 
which  should  be  removed  by  a pair  of  forceps.  'The  nose  will 
be  somewhat  altered  ; there  will  be  some  deformity,  but  not 
that  horrible  deformity  which  ensues,  if  the  skin  is  allowed  to 
give  way  in  the  upper  part  of  the  nose.  Evaporating  lotions 
should  at  the  same  time  be  employed,  to  prevent  ulceration 
taking  place  through  the  skin.  I witnessed,  very  early  in  life, 
a most  unfortunate  case  of  disease  of  the  nose,  which  was 
occasioned  by  maltreatment,  and  which  ruined  the  happiness 
and  prosperity  of^the  individual  in  whom  it  occurred.  This 
person  had  embarked  in  business  with  the  greatest  possible 
degree  of  success,  and  his  prospects  were  of  the  most  flatter- 
ing description.  He  retired,  for  a time,  from  his  business,  in 
consequence  of  a sore  in  his  nose  accompanied  with  incrusta- 
tions, which  was  believed  by  his  surgeon  to  have  been  in 
the  first  instance  syphilitic.  A slight  mercurial  course  was 
employed  for  his  cure,  and  he  got  apparently  well : but  a 
short  time  after,  the  discharge  from  his  nose  returned.  T’his 
led  the  surgeon  to  think  that  he  had  not  been  completely 
cured,  and  he  accordingly  put  him  upon  a second  course  of 
mercury.  Extensive  exfoliations  took  place,  .and  the  bridge 
of  his  nose  was  sunk.  Under  these  circumstances,  he  was 
ashamed  of  appearing  in  business,  and  was  under  the  neces- 
sity of  consigning  it  to  other  hands.  The  disease  of  the  nose 
was  still  not  entirely  subdued,  and  he  was  put  under  a third 
course  of  mercury.  This  led  to  the  inflammation  of  the  skin, 
the  ossa  nasi  separated  through  it,  and  the  most  horrible  de- 
formity was  produced.  The  state  of  his  breath,  and  the  smell 
issuing  from  his  nose,  were  most  offensive;  he  was  obliged  to 
seclude  himself  entirely  from  all  society,  his  prospects  in  life 
vvere  completely  ruined,  his  business  went  to  decay,  and  he 
died  in  poverty  and  wretchedness.  As  these  circumstances 
occurred  to  a man  in  a higher  state  of  society  than  that  in 
which  we  usually  meet  with  such  deplorable  cases,  they  made 
a strong  impression  on  my  mind.  Be  upon  your  guard,  there- 
fore, against  treating  a renewed  discharge  from  the  nose  as 
syphilitic,  on  the  supposition  that  the  mercury  previously  em- 
ployed has  not  been  sufficient  to  subdue  the  disease. 

The  next  subject  of  which  I shall  speak  is  that  of 
Syphilitic  Eruptions. 

Syphilitic  eruptions  are  the  mildest  of  the  secondary  symp- 
toms of  the  venereal  disease,  and  in  general  admit  of  an  easy 
cure.  The  common  character  of  syphilitic  eruption  is,  that 
they  are  of  a copper  colour,  rising  a little  above  the  sur- 
face of  the  skin,  and,  if  they  go  on  to  ulceration,  form 
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thick  incnistations.  'J’hey  are  attended  witli  very  little 
pain  ; an  itcliing:,  rather  than  a painful  sensation,  is  felt 
in  the  part,  which  increases  a little  in  the  evening. 
There  is  a great  variety  in  the  character  of  venereal  erup- 
tions, with  respect  to  size  ; in  fact,,  you  very  rarely  see  tlte 
eruptions  in  one  patient  e.s:actly  like  those  which  occur  in 
another.  Go  round  the  syphilitic  wards  to-morrow,  and  ex- 
amine the  appearances  of  the  eruptions  in  the  different  pa- 
tients who  have  that  symptom ; you  will  scarcely  find  them 
exactly  alike  in  any  two  patients,  in  point  of  colour  or  of  size. 
In  some  you  will  find  the  eruptions  of  considerable  magni- 
tude, appearing  as  if  a portion  of  copper  skin  was  laid  down 
upon  the  surface,  but  unattended  with  ulceration.  In  others, 
you  will  observe  deep  ulceration,  with  a very  ragged  edge  ; 
in  others,  there  will  be  scaly  eruptions,  covering  very  large 
surfaces  in  various  parts  of  the  body.  There  is  greater  va- 
riety in  the  character  of  venereal  eruptions  than  in  any  other 
symptom  of  the  disease.  You  may  satisfy  yourselves  of  this 
fact  by  going  round  the  hospitals,  and  at  the  same  time  aji- 
preciate  the  pretensions  of  those  persons  who  ascribe  one 
uniform  character  to  this  symptom  of  the  disease.  With  re- 
spect to  the  parts  in  which  venereal  eruptions  most  frequently 
appear  in  the  first  instance,  they  are  the  head,  face,  and  roots 
of  the  hair.  Incrustations  form  about  the  hair  of  the  liead, 
and  scabs  appear  on  the  forehead,  breast,  tlie.  palms  of  the 
hands,  and  sometimes  the  soles  of  the  feet.  The  palms  of  the 
liands  are  more  frequently  attacked  with  venereal  eruptions 
than  other  parts  of  the  body,  because  there  is  more  vigour  of 
circulation  in  these  parts;  the  parts  where  the  circulation  is 
more  feeble,  are  less  liable  to  be  attacked.  The  treatment  of 
venereal  eruptions  is  of  the  most  simple  kind.  You  will  pur- 
sue the  same  constitutional  treatment  that  I have  already  ad- 
vised ; give  ten  grains  of  the  blue  pill  united  with  opium,  at 
night,  and  five  in  the  morning ; or  five  grains  at  night,  and 
five  in  the  morning.  The  pilula  submuriatis  hydrargyri  com- 
posita,  nr  Plummer’s  pill,  combined  with  the  decoction  of 
sarsaparilla,  is  sometimes  employed  for  the  cure  of  this  vene- 
real symptom.  Five  grains  of  Plummer’s  pill  may  be  given  at 
night,  and  half  a pint  of  the  decoction  drink  daily.  The 
compound  decoction  of  sarsaparilla  will  remove  this  symptom 
for  a time,  but  the  disease  will  re-appear,  aud  you  are  never 
sure  that  the  patient  will  not  return  with  syphilitic  symptoms. 
Even  Plummer’s  pill,  united  with  the  compound  decoction  of 
sarsaparilla,  unless  it  be  continued  for  a very  considerable 
time,  cannot  be  depended  upon.  It  should  be  given  from  six 
weeks  at  least  to  two  mouths,  to  prevent  a return  of  the  dis- 
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ease.  The  eruptions  will  often  yield  in  a very  short  time, 
but,  unless  yon  continue  the  medicine  till  the  syphilitic  action 
is  destroyed’,  the  disease  will  return.  Nothing  can  be  nuirc 
absurd — nothing  can  sliow  a greater  ignorance  of  the  true 
jninciple  of  treatment  which  should  be  followed  in  this  dis- 
ease, than  to  suspend  the  use  of  the  medicine,  as  soon  as  the 
symptoms  disa|)|)ear.  Venereal  eruptions  sometimes  shew  an 
irritable  disposition,  as  well  as  other  symptoms  of  the  disease 
from  which  the  parts  will  be  in  danger  of  sloughing.  When- 
ever this  irritable  disposition  appears,  susi)end  the  use  of 
mercury,  and  give  the  cotn pound  decoction  of  sarsaparilla 
alone,  in  considefaltle  quantities.  It  will  be  better  not  to 
combine  the  decoction  with  mercury  in  any  fortn  ; if  you  add 
any  thing,  let  it  be  oi)ium  and  nitric  acid.  The  opium  lessens 
irritability,  and  the  tiitric  acid  has  sometimes  a specific  action 
on  sores  of  this  kind.  Irritable  eruptions  are  very  often  im- 
])roved  by  the  exhibition  of  nitric  acid,  which  not  only  has  a 
specific  efifect  on  them,  but  restores  the  general  health  of  the 
patient.  If  the  opium  disagrees  with  the  stomach  of  the  pa- 
tient it  will  defeat  the  object  of  restoring  his  general  health, 
and  in  that  case  should  not  be  combined  with  the  nitric  acid. 
With  respect  to  local  treatment,  the  best  ap|)lication  is  mer- 
curial ointment  with  opium;  an  ounce  of  the  ointment,  with 
a drachm  of  the  extract  of  opium.  This,  and  the  nitric  acid 
lotion,  diminish  irritability  better  than  any  other  application. 
Tlic  epithema,  composed  of  the  liquor,  plumbi  subacetatis  with 
the  inel  rosac,  and  tinctura  opii,  is  often  found  to  be  useful. 
Carrot  poultices,  the  solution  of  the  nitrate  of  silver,  and  a 
great  variety  of  applications,  are  employed  with  the  fame 
view. 

I shall  now  describe  to  you  the 

SYPiin.iTic  Diseases  ok  the  Feu iosteum,  and  Bones. 

Tlie  third  effect  of  the  syphilitic  poison  is  on  the  periosteum, 
and  on  the  bones.  It  first  attacks  the  periosteum,  and  the 
bones  subsequently  become  affected.  The  cylindrical  bones, 
which  are  most  exposed  to  vicissitudes  of  temperature,  are 
commonly  fir.st  attacked  ; those  which  are  much  covered  by 
muscle  are  rarely  affected.  The  back  part  of  the  tibia,  for  in- 
stance, which  is  covered  by  muscles,  is  very  rarely  affected  with 
nodes,  though  nothing  is  more  common  than  to  see  venereal 
nodes  on  the  shin  bones,  which  is  only  covered  with  skin  and 
periosteum.  Sometimes  they  are  seated  on  the  outer  side  of 
the  tibia,  tovvards  the  fibula:  if  they  are  seated  on  the  fibula, 
it  is  where  it  is  only  slightly  covered  ; and  if  on  the  ulna, 
it  is  where  it  is  covered  only  by  skin  and  periosteum.  Nodes 
on  the  os  humeri,  except  on  the  outer  side,  are  of  a very  rare 
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occurrence.  Tlie  symptoms  by  which  this  disease  is  charac- 
terized are  as  follows  : — Some  weeks  after  the  chancre  has 
healed,  the  patient  experiences  in  the  evening  a sensation  of 
fiainin  the  bone,  which  is  afterwards  the  seat  of  the  node. 
'I’liis  pain  does  not  immediately  itroduce  a swelling  ; but,  in 
the  course  of  a few  days,  a swelling  appears  in  the  evening, 
which  disappears  again  on  the  following  morning.  It  is  ex- 
cessively tender  and  painful  in  the  evening  ; but,  in  the  morn- 
ing, it  is  hardly  perceptible  ; there  is  scarcely  any  swelling  or 
tenderness.  At  this  time  the  periosteum  only  is  affected  ; but, 
when  the  inflammation  has  continued  for  some  time  longer, 
the  bone  is  affected  and  soon  becomes  enlarged.  I shall  send 
you  round  two  preparations,  in  which  you  may  observe  the 
thickening  of  the  periosteum,  and  the  enlargement  of  the 
bones  produced  by  syphilis.  The  first  effect  is  an  inflammation 
of  the  periosteum  ^ but,  in  a short  time,  a deposit  takes  place 
between  it  and  the  surface  of  the  bone  ; this  deposit  is,  in 
the  first  instance,  only  a serous  fluid,  but  a cartilaginous 
substance  is  soon  secreted,  which  is  gradually  converted  into 
bone.  Though,  in  the  first  instance,  therefore,  there  is  only 
an  inflammation  of  tire  periosteum,  tlie  fluid  secreted  in  con- 
.seqnence  of  this  inflammation  is  soon  converted  into  an  ossi- 
fic  enlargement.  The  treatment  of  this  disease  is  not  differ- 
ent from  that  which  is  necessary  for  the  other  symptoms  of 
syphilis.  Give  the  blue  pill  united  with  opium  ; the  com- 
pound decoction  of  sarsaparilla  is  sometimes  added,  with  a 
view  of  preventing  any  disposition  to  irritability  in  the  dis- 
eased part.  This,  however,  is  not  necessary  ; the  blue  pill, 
with  opium,  will  be  sufficient  to  effect  the  cure.  As  to  any 
local  treatment,  no  other  will  he  necessary,  except  the  simple 
application  of  evaporating  lotions,  which  certainly  assist  in 
getting  rid  of  inflammation.  When  the  inflammation  has 
ceased,  if  there  is  any  enlargement  of  the  bone,  a stimulating 
plaster,  as  the  emplastrum  ammoniaci  cum  hydrargyro, 
should  be  employed.  There  is  on  the  table  a great  variety  of 
jircparations,  exhibiting  specimens  of  nodes,  which  will  be 
worth  your  examination  after  the  lecture.  The  skeleton  on 
the  table  affords  a curious  illustration  of  the  effect  produced 
by  mercury  on  the  bones.  Though  the  treatment  of  nodes, 
when  attended  to  early,  is  very  simple,  cases  sometimes  oc- 
cur in  which  considerable  difficulty  arises.  You  will  some- 
tirae.s  find  a considerable  quantity  of  serous  fluid  fluctuating 
between  the  periosteum  and  bone.  When  this  fluctuation  is 
.inaccompanicd  with  intiamniation  and  rednc.ss  of  the  skin, 
there  will  be  no  necessity  to  cut  down  upon  the  bone  ; if  yon 
do  so,  you  will  run  the  risk  of  producing  exfoliation.  Siich 
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a fluctuation  as  this  may  be  removed  by  adding  a little  to  the 
influence  of  mercury.  I have  seen  large  accumulations  of 
serum  in  the  forehead  and  skin-bone  entirely  absorbed  by 
giving  an  additional  quantity  of  mercury,  and  assisting  ab- 
sorption by  the  application  of  a blister.  When  the  fluctua- 
tion, however,  is  accompanied  with  an  appearance  of  redness 
iu  the  skin,  and  much  pain  in  the  part,  indicating  the  pre- 
sence of  matter,  it  will  be  impossible  to  promote  absorption 
by  any  means,  and  the  sooner  an  incision  down  to  the  bone 
is  made  the  better.  The  exfoliation,  which  will  afterwards 
take  place,  will  bC  proportioned  to  the  extent  of  surface  laid 
bare  ; and  if  you  delay  making  the  opening  till  the  extent  of 
the  surface  affected  is  very  considerable,  you  will  only  be  add- 
ing to  the  evil.  As  soon,  therefore,  as  you  discover  a fluc- 
tuation, accompanied  with  redness  of  the  skin,  make  an  in- 
cision for  the  purpose  of  discharging  the  matter.  Very  ex- 
tensive exfoliations  sometimes  follow  the  opening  of  nodes, 
and  the.  life  of  the  patient  will  be  in  danger.  Miuiy  persons 
die  from  this  cause  ; there  is  in  the  college  a very  fine  speci- 
men, taken  from  a person  who  died  in  consequence. of  the  ex- 
foliations which  followed  the  openings  of  nodes  in  both  his 
tibiae.  The  flat  bones  are  sometimes  the  subject  of  syphilitic 
symptoms  ; that  which  is  more  commonly  affected  than  any 
other,  is  the  os  frontis.  The  symptoms  are  the  same  as  those 
of  nodes  on  the  shins.  The  patient  has  pain  and  swell- 
ing in  the  evening,  which  last  till  two  or  three  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  when  they  disappear.  This  continues,  day  after 
day,  until  an  enlargement  of  the  bone  is  produced.  Nodes 
now  and  then  occur  in  the  parietal  boues,  very  rarely  in  the  os 
occipitis,  and  never  in  the  os  temporis,  that  bone  being  much 
covered  hy  muscles,  and  exposed  to  very  little  change  of  tem- 
perature. The  os  frontis,  wliich  is  the  most  exposed  of  the 
bones  of  the  head,  is  that  in  which  the  disease  is  most  fre- 
quently seen.  It  sometimes  happens,  when  this  disease  attacks 
the  flat  bones,  that  it  is  attended  with  a very  considerable 
tumour  and  fluctuation.  No  incision  should  be  made  under 
such  circumstances.  Now  and  then,  indeed,  the  suppurative 
process  takes  place,  and  a most  serious  disease  is  the  re.sult. 
When  the  skin  is  inflamed,  and  matter  is  formed  beneath, 
it  will  be  right  to  discharge  it.  It  often  happens,  when  mat- 
ter is  formed  on  the  surface  of  the  bone,  that  the  suppurative 
process  also  takes  place  between  the  dura  mater  and  the  in- 
ternal part  of  the  skull.  Death  sometlme.s  ensues  from  this 
cause  ; but  fatal  consequences  may  often  be  prevented  by  tre- 
phining the  patient.  A patient  in  the  other  hospital  had  a 
node  on  the  os  frontis,  which  suppurated  : the  matter  was 
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discharged,  but  some  time  after  the  patient  complained  of  vio- 
k'lit  pain  in  the  head,  which  was  succeeded  by  coma,  so  that 
there  was  no  doubt  in  the  mind  of  the  surgeon  of  the  hospital 
that  tlie  patient  was  the  subject  of  i)ressure  on  the  brain. 
The  surgeon  determined  to  trephine  him  ; and,  on  raising  a 
portion  of  exfoliating  bone,  a quantity  of  matter  directly 
issued  beneath.  The  old  surgeons  were  in  the  habit  of  per- 
forating the  bone,  for  the  purpose  of  discharging  the  matter 
formed  beneath.  The  best  mode  of  saving  the  life  of  the  pa- 
tient, however,  is  to  apply  the  trephine  : and,  by  taking  out 
a portion  of  the  exfoliating  bone,  give  immediate  relief  to  the 
brain,  by  removing  the  pressure  produced  by  the  matter 
formed  between  the  dura  mater  and  the  bone.  'I'here  is  a 
specimen  on  the  table,  taken  from  a case  in  which  the  opera- 
tion was  successful.  The  man  died,  many  weeks  after  the 
operation  in  a comatose  state  : and,  upon  examination  after 
death,  it  appeared  that  matter  had  formed  under  the  sagittal 
suture,  whicli  pressed  upon  the  brain,  and  was  the  cause  of 
deatli.  He  was  relieved  by  the  first  operation,  and  he  would 
probably  have  been  relieved  again  by  similar  treatment,  but 
there  was  not  sufficient  evidence  of  the  existence  of  matter  to 
justify  a repetition  of  the  operation.  Whenever  you  are 
called  to  a case  in  which  exfoliation  of  the  bones  of  tlie  skull 
is  accompanied  with  symptoms  of  pressure  on  the  brain,  you 
may  infer  that  matter  has  formed  between  the  dura  mater  and 
the  bone,  and  it  will  be  right  to  apply  the  trephine.  'Tliis 
observation  a[)plies  not  only  to  cases  of  syphilitic  diseases, 
but  to  all  cases  of  exfoliation  of  the  bones  of  t!ie  skull,  ac- 
compatiied  with  coma.  Here  is  a skull  (exhibiting  it  to  the 
class),  orginally  affected  with  syphilis  : see,  gentlemen,  what 
a lantern  it  became.  The  subject  of  this  disease  died,  as  I 
believe,  chiefly  from  the  injudicious  continuance  of  mercury. 
He  was  a m;m  of  bad  constitution,  and  there  was  great  difficulty 
in  curing  the  primary  symptoms  of  the  disease.  He  had,  sub- 
sequently,  a node  on  the  forehead,  which  was  followed  by  in- 
flammation and  suppuration  of  other  parts  of  the  head,  till  the 
ulcerative  process  extended  over  the  whole  surface.  He  died 
ultimately  of  anasarca.  It  can  scarcely  have  escaped  your  ob- 
servation, that  patients  applying  for  admission  to  tlie  hospital 
frequently  complain  of  having  pains  all  over  them.  They  will 
tell  you  that  they  have  pains  down  their  arms  and  legs,  which 
become  wor.se  at  night  when  they  are  warm  in  bed,  and  that 
they  have  formerly  had  some  venereal  complaint,  for  which 
mercury  lias  been  given  till  the  mouth  has  been  rendered  se- 
verely sore.  If  you  ask  them  whether  they  were  exposed  to 
cold  during  the  time  they  took  the  mercury,  they  will  answer 
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ill  the  afTirniative.  Sucli  persons,  gentlemen,  we  do  not  adinit 
into  the  hospitals  ; we  only  tell  them  to  take  care  of  tliem- 
selves,  and  to  keep  themselves  as  warm  as  possible,  and  that, 
after  a time,  the  disease  will  disappear.  These  pains  are 
readily  distinguishable  from  those  which  proceed  from  the 
syphilitic  poison.  Syphilitic  pains  commonly  attack  the  shins, 
but  they  never  put  their  hands  to  this  part  of  the  body.  They 
complain  of  pains  from  the  upper  to  the  lower  part  of  the 
arm  ; pains  about  the  chest  and  about  the  iiips.  These  are 
mercurial,  not  venereal,  pains.  You  have  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  an  example  of  this  disease  in  the  skeleton  on  the  table, 
in  which  tlie  mercury  has  affected  the  ribs,  the  sternum,  the 
tibia,  and,  in  sliort,  almost  every  bone  in  the  body.  A de- 
posit of  earthy  matter  is  formed  between  tlie  periosteum  and 
the  bone,  so  as  to  case  the  surface  of  tlie  bone.  Patients  suf- 
fer exceedingly  from  mercurial  diseases  of  tlie  bones,  much 
more  indeed  than  from  syphilitic.  You  should  direct  them  to 
pay  strict  attention  to  temperature,  and  give  them  the  com- 
pound decoction  of  sarsaparilla.  This  plan  of  treatment  will 
he  siifflcient  for  the  cure  of  this  disease.  I shall,  in  the  next 
evening’s  lecture,  close  the  subject  of  sypliilis  by  some  general 
remarks  on  that  disease. 


LECTURE  LXV. 


I shall,  to-night,  deviate  from  my  usual  custom,  and  give  this 
evening’s  lecture  from  notes.  The  subjects  of  it  will  he 

General  Remarks  on  Syphilis,  and  on  the  Use  of 
Mercury. 

The  symptoms  of  syphilis  are  divided  into  primary  and  se- 
condary. Chancre  and  bubo  come  under  the  former  deno- 
mination ; and,  under  the  latter,  sore  throat,  eruptions,  nodes, 
and  diseases  of  the  nose  ; these  secondary  symptoms  are  the 
consequences  of  the  absorption  of  the  venereal  poison  into  the 
system,  and  its  circulation  through  tlie  blood. 

Some  parts  of  the  body  are  incapable  of  being  acted  upon  by 
the  venereal  poison,  as  the  brain,  heart,  and  abdominal  vis- 
cera ; indeed,  the  venereal  poison  does  not  appear  to  be  ca- 
pable of  exercising  its  destructive  influence  on  the  vital  or- 
gans, or  those  parts  most  essential  to  the  welfare  and  con- 
tinuance of  life ; but  the  bones,  muscles,  tendons,  and  skin, 
readily  jiartake  of  its  malignant  nature.  As  some  parts  of  the 
body  more  readily  take  on  the  venereal  action  than  others, 
so  some  individuals  are  much  sooner  than  others  infected  by 
tlie  venereal  poison.  Many  men  (to  their  shame  be  it  spoken) 
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make  a boast  of  having  kept  every  descriptioii  of  female  so- 
ciety, and  yet  having  always  escaped  from  any  attacks  of  the 
venereal  disease,  gonorrheea  as  well  as  chancre. 

'I  he  time  at  which  the  secondary  symptoms  usually  apjicar, 
is  from  eight  to  sixteen  weeks  generally,  sometimes  between 
those  two  ])eriods ; eight  weeks  may  be  taken  as  the  earlies-t 
period,  and  sixteen  as  the  most  remote  ; but,  in  both  respects, 
there  is  a large  number  of  exceptions,  for  tlie  secondary  symp- 
toms are  continually  appearing  at  an  earlier  date  tlian  the 
eighth  week,  and  at  a much  later  one  than  the  sixteenth.  As 
a general  remark,  1 may  ob.serve,  that  the  tenth  week  is  the 
most  usual  time  at  which  they  appear  ; sometimes  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  secondary  symptoms  is  protracted,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  system  labouring  or  sufiFering  under  the  irrita- 
tion of  another  disease,  as  diarrhoea  for  example.  In  my 
notes  I have  written  down  a number  of  questions,  and  which 
questions  I used  to  be  in  the  habit  of  putting  to  myself : you 
shall  now  hear  what  they  are  ; and  first.  Is  a child  liable  to 
be  aff'ected  by  syphilis  when  in  utero  ? — Mr.  Hunter  said,  that 
a child  in  utero  could  not  be  affected  by  this  disease  ; now, 
Mr.  Hunter  was,  unquestionably,  a man  who  possessed  so 
much  judgment  in  his  profession,  tliat  his  opinions  are  en- 
titled to  the  greatest  respect  and  attention  ; he  is  an  autho- 
rity to  which  we  are  all  inclined  to  bow  with  deference  and 
submission.  We  must  not,  however,  think  too  highly  of  liis 
opinion  in  opposition  to  facts,  which  we  have  ourselves  ob- 
served ; and,  if  1 know  any  tiling  of  my  profession,  1 have 
seen  syphilis  in  a child  immediately  after  birth ; therefore, 
in  this  particular  instance,  Mr.  Hunter  was  mistaken. — 
Within  twenty-four  hours  after  their  entrance  into  the  world, 
such  children  have  the  palms  of  their  hands,  the  soles  of 
their  feet,  and  the  nates,  covered  with  copper-coloured  erup- 
tions, and  the  nails,  at  the  same  time,  generally  beginning  to 
peel  off ; and  unless  something  be  done  for  the  little  suflerers, 
they  will  be  quickly  carried  off  from  the  violence  of  the  disease  ; 
indeed,  many  children  die  from  it,  in  consequence  of  the  true 
nature  of  the  complaint  not  being  understood  by  the  medical 
practitioner.  In  these  cases  you  give  the  mother  a quantity  of 
mercury,  the  influence  of  which  i^  communicated  to  the  child, 
thi'ougli  the  medium  of  the  milk,  and  it  becomes  cured  of  the 
syphilitic  disease. 

A most  curiou.s  circumstance  connected  with  this  subject  is 
that  a woman,  when  pregnant,  cannot  be  cured  of  syphilis  ; 
you  give  mercury,  and  cause  the  disappearance  of  the  jirimary 
symptoms  ; but,  after  delivery,  tlie  secondary  effects  are  very 
soon  manifested  in  different  jiart-s  of  the  body  ; the  primary 
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symptoms,  tlierefore,  are  relieved  as  quickly  as  usual,  but  it  is 
evident  that  the  poison  is  not  eradicated  from  the  constitu- 
tion by  disease  breaking  forth  immediately  after  the  birth  of 
tlie  cliild.  I once  saw  a lady,  six  months  advanced  in  preg- 
nancy, having  an  extensive  syphilitic  eruption,  for  which  mer- 
cury was  administered,  and  the  eruption  tlisappeared  : after 
this  slie  went  her  full  time,  but  when  delivered,  the  nates  of 
the  child,  together  with  the  palms  of  the  hands  and  the  soles 
of  tlie  feet,  were  covered  by  a genuine  syphilitic  eruption.  J 
gave  the  child  hydrarg.  cum.  cret.  ; under  tliis  treatment  it 
manifested  little  improvement. 

A month  afterwasds  I saw  the  mother ; she  had  an  ulcerated 
sore  throat  and  syphilis,  altogether  as  well  marked  as  in  any 
case  1 ever  witnessed  ; mercury  was  again  given  to  her,  when 
both  parent  and  child  perfec>ly  recovered.  Since  the  occiir- 
i-ence  of  the  above  case,  T have  witnessed  several  similar  ones, 
in  each  of  which  the  secondary  symptoms  could  not  be  com- 
pletely cured  during  the  pregnant  state.  I think,  however, 
that  a pregnant  woman  maybe  cured  of  the  primary  syphilitic 
symptoms,  although  not  of  the  secondary. 

The  next  question  I have  put  down  in  my  notes  is  this  : — 
Does  much  Injlammalion  usually  attend  Syphilis  1 — No  direct 
answer  can  be  given  to  this  question,  for  tlie  degree  of  inflam- 
mation which  attends  it  is  proportioned  to  the  healthy  or  ir- 
ritable state  of  the  patient.  In  a healthy  person  the  venereal 
disease  is  slow  in  its  progress,  and  but  little  inflammation  ac- 
companies it ; on  the  other  hand,  in  the  irritable  person  it  is 
rapid  in  its  progress  and  accompanied  by  considerable  in- 
flammatory action  ; therefore,  the  differences  which  charac- 
terise the  syphilitic  disease  in  various  persons  do  not  arise 
from  any  peculiarity  of  the  poison  itself,  but  from  the  pecu- 
liar condition  of  the  person  on  whom  it  fells  : exactly  similar 
to  what  often  happens  in  small-pox  : two  men  receiving  the 
infection  from  the  same  individual  shall  have  the  disease, 
one  particularly  mild,  while,  in  the  other,  it  is  of  a malignant 
confluent  kind  ; therefore,  the  degree  of  inflammation,  or 
manifestations  of  violence,  which  mark  the  course  of  the  dis- 
ease, are  not  to  be  attributed  to  any  peculiarity  existing  in  the 
poison,  but  solely  from  the  particular  condition  of  the  infect- 
ed person.  Although  syphilis  is  not  at  first  a malignant,  yet 
it  must  always  be  considered  a serious  complaint,  and  should 
command  the  most  decided  attention.  Though  not  at  first  ma- 
lignant, consisting  merely  of  chancre  or  bubo,  it  soon  becomes 
so,  and,  unless  its  progress.be  checked,  it  will  be  marked  by 
the  secondary  symptoms,  which  1 have  already  described. 

Iherefore,  in  answer  to  the  question  just  now'  put,  what  I 
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sliould  say  is  tliis — one  constilutiou,  upon  receiving  tlie  vene- 
real poison,  will  Lave  in  it  a considerable  degree  of  inilani- 
inatory  action  excited,  quickly  leading  to  the  destruction  of 
life,  whilst  another  constitution  will  scarcely  be  inlluenccd 
by  the  reception  of  the  venereal  poison.  The  next  question  I 
ask  myself  is,  fl'hethei-  there  is  any  Constitutional  Affection 
produced  in  Syphilitic  Disease?  1 am  again  compelled  to  say, 
that  that  great  authority,  Mr.  Hunter,  is  also  wrong  here;  for 
he  has  stated  that  the  disease  is  merely  local.  What,  gentle- 
men, should  1 say  if  one  of  you  were  to  come  to  me  to-morrow, 
stating  that  you  had  a chancre  about  eight,  nine,  or  ten  weeks 
ago,  and  that  you  had  felt  yourself  exceedingly  indisposed, 
having  evening  e.xacerbations,  fever  and  sore  throat,  and  that 
at  length  your  body  had  become  covered  with  a copper  coloured 
eruption  ; how  can  we  say  that  there  is  no  constitutional  alfec- 
tion  here  ? Do  not  the  evening’s  exacerbations,  which  com- 
mence about  five  o’clock  and  do  not  terminate  till  two,  or 
later,  in  the  morniug,  plainly  shew  that  the  disease,  when  so 
far  advjinced,  is  constitutional?  Most  certainly  it  is  so,  and 
can  scarcely  be  auy  longer  a matter  of  dispute. 

It  is  not  necessary  that  you  should  study  much,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  being  enabled  to  understand  this  constitutional  in- 
fluence : go  to-morrow  into  the  foul  wards  of  these  hospitals, 
find  any  man  there  having  venereal  sore  throat;  you  will  ask 
him  but  very  few  questions  before  you  are  convinced  that  the 
constitutional  influence  has  been  produced.  'I’he  next  question 
1 have  put  down  is,  Whether  the  Matter  of  secondary  Vene- 
real Ulcer  he  infectious  or  not? — Mr.  Hunter  said,  that  it  was 
not  so  : however,  for  my  own  part,  from  what  1 have  both 
seen  and  heard,  I should  hesitiite  a considerable  time  before  I 
could  join  in  this  assertion.  A physician  of  my  acquaintance 
witnes.sed  the  following  case  : — 

A gentleman  came  from  the  country  in  an  exceedingly 
anxious  state  of  mind,  and  evidently  very  much  agitated,  for 
the  purpose  of  consulting  him  respecting  an  eruption  which 
existed  on  the  body  of  his  lady  ; accordingly  the  doctor  visit- 
ed the  lady,  and  found  the  eruption  to  be  venereal.  The  doc- 
tor asked  the  gentleman  how  long  he  had  been  married,  and 
he  replied,  six  months  : he  added,  that  four  months  hefoie 
marriage  he  had  a .‘>ore  on  the  penis,  which  was  healed  by 
local  applications  : three  months  after  marriage  both  his  wife 
and  himself  liad  had  .'•ore  throats,  which  were  sooti  cured  by 
taking  mercury.  During  this  time,  and  during  the  existence 
of  the  venereal  eruptions,  not  knowing  the  nature  of  the 
complaint,  the  connubial  intercourse  had  been  continued. 
Now,  if  any  dependence  can  be  placed  upon  the  report  of  this 
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gentleman,  the  case  is  most  decisive  of  the  matter  of  second- 
are ulcer  being  capable  of  propagating  the  disease,  for  he  had 
no  primary  sym|)toms  by  which  the  complaint  could  have 
been  communicated  to  his  wife,  as  the  chancre  was  healed 
four  months  previous  to  marriage.  I do  not  know,  but  I be- 
lieve the  disease  may  be  communicated  through  the  influence 
of  the  parent’s  or  the  nurse’s  milk.  1 believe  that  I have  seen 
examples  of  this  description. — Is  the  Matter  of  Bubo  infec- 
tious ? —ttiot  so  far  as  experiments  have  gone.  The  matter  of 
bubo  inserted  in  the  skin  has  produced  ho  appearance  of 
chancre  ; for  my  own  part,  I think  there  is  but  very  little 
difference  between  the  matter  of  bubo  and  that  of  common 
abscess. — Mre  Gonorrhoea  and  Syphilis  the  same  disease? — 
On  this  point  there  is  no  difiicnlty  for  any  one  to  satisfy  him- 
self, and  he  will  soon  be  conviticed  that  thci'e  ai’c  no  two  dis- 
eases in  the  world  more  decidedly  different.  Now,  gentlemen, 
to  prove  this,  let  a man  who  has  had  a very  bad  gonorrhoea 
apply  four  or  half  a dozen  of  leeches  near  the  gl.ans  penis,  and 
then  draw  over  the  skin,  so  that  the  sores  made  by  the  leeches 
may  be  imbedded  in  the  gonorrhoeal  matter;  well  gentlemen, 
will  chancres  be  the  consequence  ? Will  secondary  symptoms 
ensue  as  consequences  of  the  experiment  ? No  ; neither  one 
nor  the  other  will  be  seen,  and  one  cannot  well  conceive  a 
more  conclusive  fact  than  this. 

Mr.  Thurston,  in  ISOl,  made  the  following  experiment  on 
a young  Cantab,  who  had  gonorrhoea  in  an  excessive  degree, 
with  ardor  urinae.  Mr.  Thurston  took  some  of  the  discharge, 
and  introduced  it  into  the  prejmee;  he  inserted  it  in  two  places, 
thus  making  two  sores  ; both  wounds,  however,  healed  kindly, 
without  producing  the  slightest  appearance  of  chancre,  or  the 
most  trivial  constitutional  symptoms.  After  such  experiments 
as  these,  it  would  be  madness  to  say  the  two  diseases  were 
alike;  and  those  persons  who  think  so,  entertain  wrong  no- 
tions of  the  subject,  or,  unfortunately,  their  minds  may  be 
governed  by  prejudice,  and  consequently  are  incapable  of  re- 
ceiving proper  impressions.  Let  me  urge  you,  therefore,  not 
to  continue  to  think  that  gonorrhoea  and  syphilis  ai  e the  same 
disease.  'The  next  question  is  this  ; Are  those  parts  of  the 
Body  which  are  liable  to  Syphilis,  subject  to  other  Diseases 
similar  in  appearance  to  Syphilis  ?— Yes,  the  glans  penis,  for 
example,  is  subject  (o  ulceration  from  various  causes,  and 
the  ulcers,  occasionally,  very  much  resemble  chancre  ; this 
last  sore,  however,  often  possesses  a specific  character,  by 
which  its  true  nature,  can,  with  the  utmost  correctness,  be 
ascertained.  Altbough  you  are  frequently  enabled  to  deter- 
miue  that  a sore  is  really  chancrous,  and  are  thus  capable  of 
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confidently  asserting  that  it  is  syphilitic,  yet,  at  the  same 
time,  there  is  often  great  difficulty  in  saying  what  is  not  so  ; 
for  example,  excoriations  may  exist  on  the  glans,  to  which  sy- 
philitic matter  may  have  been  applied,  and  the  poison  may 
have  entered  into  the  constitution  through  the  medium  of 
those  broken  surfaces,  w’ithout  having  time  to  produce  in  the 
sores  themselves  the  true  syphilitic  character  ; if,  therefore, 
a patient  were  to  come  to  you  under  such  circumstances,  and 
after  having  had  connexion  with  a suspicious  person,  if  he 
were  to  inquire  of  you  whether  the  sores  were  syphilitic  or 
not,  you  had  better  explain  to  him  what  I have  just  stated  to 
you  ; and  likewise  tell  him,  that  although  the  ulcers  have  not 
then  the  syphilitic  aspect,  yet  that  he  may  in  reality  be  infect- 
ed, but  that  there  has  not  been  sufficient  time  for  the  jtarts  to 
assume  their  peculiarly  marked  syphilitic  character ; tell  him 
to  make  his  mind  easy,  watch  the  appearance  of  the  parts,  let 
him  wait  and  see  the  result,  without  subjecting  himself  at  all 
hazards  to  a course  of  mercury,  for  the  cure  of  a disease 
which  never  required  its  employment.  Mercury,  itself,  un- 
fortunately produces  diseases  very  similar,  both  in  a])pear- 
ance  and  effect,  to  syphilis.  I recollect,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  my  studies  at  these  hospitals,  one  day,  on  going 
round  the  wards  with  a surgeon,  having  been  very  much 
surprised  to  see  mercury  so  indiscjiminately  employed,  and 
at  seeing  every  ))oor  emaciated  wretch  continually  rubbing 
in  ; there  was  one  individual,  1 remember,  in  a dreadful 
state,  who  had  been  using  mercury  for  a great  length  of 
time,  and  under  which  treatment  he  continued  to  get  rather 
worse  than  better ; in  this  case  I took  the  liberty  of  suggest- 
ing the  propriety  of  discontinuing  the  mercury,  when,  in  a 
short  time  the  patient  became  completely  cured.  Mercury, 
in  reality,  when  given  injudiciously,  or  to  excess,  will  some- 
times produce  ulcers,  which  a man  of  little  experience  would 
say  were  venereal.  Again,  in  ulcerated  sore  throats,  a care- 
less observer  might  mistake  common  ulcers  for  venereal  ones  ; 
the  former,  however,  are  known  to  be  superficial,  and  may 
generally  be  removed  by  ordinary  purgatives,  whereas,  the 
latter  are  deep,  with  elevated  edges,  having  the  same  appear- 
ance as  chancres  on  the  penis.  I recollect  a gentleman  once 
coming  to  me,  and  standing  before  me  as  well  as  he  could  : 

“ Pray,  sir,”  said  he,  “ what  do  you  think  is  the  matter  with 
me?”  “What?”  .said  I,  “why,  you  are  poxed  up  to  the 
eyes ;”  seeing  him  in  such  a state,  this  was  my  involuntary 
reply,  not  the  most  elegant,  certainly.  I told  him  that  he  was 
not  then  in  a fit  .state  to  take  mercury,  being  emaciated,  and 
in  a state  of  great  irritability,  and  that  he  had  better,  for  a 
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time,  go  to  the  sea-side,  use  the  warm  batli,  and  then  rctuni 
to  me  attain.  Some  time  after  he  did  return  to  me,  so  much 
altered  that  I did  not  know  him,  for  he  was  looking  florid, 
and  had  grown  quite  lusty.  He  told  me  that  he  had  come  back 
perfectly  recovei  ed,  without  having  taken  a single  grain  of  mer- 
cury ; therefore,  gentlemen,  when  you  see  disease  situated  in 
those  parts  liable  to  syphilis,  and  which  disease  resembles 
syphilis,  you  should  be  particularly  cautious  in  forming  your 
judgment,  and  taking  care  not  to  submit  your  patient  to  a course 
of  mercury,  which  will  probably  render  his  condition  a thou- 
sand times  worse.  Hefore  you  adminster  a course  of  mercury, 
you  should  posses.s-the  most  unequivocal  evidence  of  its  being 
required  ; and  when  you  are  in  doubt  as  to  the  nature  of 
those  diseases  which  resemble  syphilis,  your  best  plan  will  be 
to  administer  five  grains  of  the  pil.  hydrarg.  subinur.  compos, 
omni  nocte,  et  ^viij.  decoct  sarsaparil.  compos,  two  or  three 
times  in  the  day.  These  medicines  will  be  found  the  be.st 
for  the  cure  of  the  disease  upon  the  principle  of  restoring  the 
secretions. 

The  next  question  is.  Is  Syphilis  always  progressive  with- 
out the  use  of  Mercury  ? — ^'Phe  answer  will  be  found  in  the 
reply  to  the  following  question  : Is  Chancre  curable  without 
the  use  of  Mercury  ? — To  this  I reply,  that  mercury  is  by  no 
means  necessary  to  procure  the  healing  of  the  chancres,  at 
least  not  always.  Some  chancres  certainly  will  not  heal  with- 
out mercury,  and  this  is  more  e.specially  the  case  when  they 
are  deep  seated,  or  of  long  standing  ; but,  on  the  other  hand, 
when  the  sore  is  slight,  superficial,  and  recent,  a wash  com- 
posed of  brandy  and  water,  or  wine  and  water,  will  often 
cause  them  to  heal  without  any  other  application  ; therefore, 
mercury  is  by  no  means  always  necessary  to  procure  the  heal- 
ing of  chancres  ; but  chancre,  as  described  by  Mr.  Hunter, 
according  to  his  account,  will  not  heal  without  it ; it  is  now, 
however,  well  known  that  the  position  taken  by  Mr.  Hunter  is 
untenable,  and  that  mercury  is  not  in  every  instance  necessary 
to  accomplish  the  healing  of  chancres. 

On  the  Influence  of  Mercury  on  the  Human  Body. — The 
modus  operandi  of  mercury  has  been  supposed  to  be,  that  of 
exciting  in  the  sptem  a general  fever,  which  overcomes  and 
subdues  the  .syphilitic  action.  This  may  or  may  not  be  true, 
God  only  knows.  We  are  well  acquainted  with  the  fact,  that 
many  medicines  have  a specific  influence  over  certain  dis- 
eases ; but  vve  know  nothing  of  the  peculiar  mode  of  action  on 
the  part  ot  the  medicine  by  which  it  overpowers  and  destroys 
the  disease.  Would  not  a man  be  laughed  at,  who  attempted  to 
point  out  the  manner  in  which  bark  cures  ague,  or  colchicum 
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gout  ? In  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge,  it  is  impossible, 
satisfactorily,  to  account  for  these  phenomena;  sufficient  ex- 
periments have  not  yet  been  made  to  guide  our  judgment,  or 
direct  our  minds  towards  a correct  and  positive  conclusion. 
To  possess  satisfactory  information  on  this  point  may  be  de- 
sirable ; but  I consider  it  of  much  more  consequence  to  know 
how  to  effectually  cure  a disease,  and  prevent  its  return.  I 
say,  if  once  a surgeon  permit  the  secondary  symptoms  of  sy- 
philis to  appear,  that  it  is  difficult  to  say  where  the  danger- 
ous consequences  will  terminate — difficult  to  point  out  what 
may  prove  the  sequel.  Gentlemen,  I can  tell  you  that,  twenty 
years  ago,  it  was  eonsidered  a great  disgrace  to  a surgeon  to 
permit  secondary  symptoms  to  appear  : at  that  time  the  great 
object  was  to  effectually  cure  the  primary  symptoms,  so  as 
altogether  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  the  secondary  ; un- 
fortunately, at  the  present  time,  secondary  symptoms  present 
themselves  to  our  notice,  and  much  more  frequently  than 
twenty  years  ago.  I will  tell  you  how  it  happens  ; practi- 
tioners, at  that  period,  were  iu  the  habit  of  giving  mercury 
in  every  ca.se  of  venereal  disease,  whether  primary  or  second- 
ary, and  administered  the  remedy  with  a regularity  and  cau- 
tion which  I wish  were  observed  at  the  pre.sent  day  ; they  used 
to  exhibit  the  mercury  not  only  whilst  the  disease  lasted,  but 
for  some  time  after  it  had  disappeared ; and  their  usual 
practice  was  to  give  it,  three  weeks  for  chancre,  a month 
for  a chancre  and  bubo,  and,  if  for  secondary  symptoms,  the 
remedy  wtis  continued  for  a still  longer  period.  Though  the 
disease  should  disappear  quickly  after  beginning  the  mer- 
cury, yet  remember  that  it  is  not  cured,  and  the  medicine 
should  be  continued  for  the  above-mentioned  period.  If  the 
medicine  be  omitted  for  two  or  three  days,  you  should  con- 
sider this  as  so  much  lost  time  ; and  it  must  not  be  forgotten 
in  the  aggregate  account.  Three  weeks  will  be  generally 
found  a sufficient  length  of  time  for  the  cure  of  a chancre; 
a month  for  a chancre  and  bubo  ; and,  in  case  of  secondary 
symptoms,  the  patient  will  not  be  safe  until  the  expiration 
of  five  or  six  weeks.  Persons  often  go  to  medical  men  with 
chancres,  receive  from  practitioners  a box  or  two  of  pills,  and 
are  then  sent  about  their  business.  A man  had  better  never 
visit  a doctor  at  all  than  be  submitted  to  such  treatment  as 
this : it  is  often  calculated  to  throw  him  off  his  guard,  may 
lead  him  to  suppose  he  is  cured,  wlien  in  reality  he  is  not  so, 
and  may  ultimately  terminate  in  the  complete  destruction  of 
his  constitution. 

Sometimes  mercury  disagrees  with  the  patient ; then,  of 
course,  you  must  cither  discontinue  it,  or  temper  it  by  com- 
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billing  it  with  some  other  medicine  calculated  to  prevent  its 
disturbing  the  constitution,  if  the  patient  be  too  irritable  to 
take  mercury;  and,  should  you  find  this  to  be  the  case,  cease 
for  a while  to  administer  it,  improve  the  general  health,  and 
its  employment  may  be  again  resumed.  I may  here  observe 
to  you,  that,  when  a man  is  in  health,  mercury  will  gene- 
rally agree  with  him  very  well  ; but  if  feeble  or  irritable, 
it  then  often  induces  sloughing,  and  severe  constitutional 
irritation. 

The  best  form  in  which  mercury  can  be  given  is  that  of  the 
blue  pill,  ten  grainy  at  night  and  ten  in  the  morning;  ten  at 
night  and  ten  in  the  morning  is  the  utmost  extent  to  which 
the  dose  should  be  carried ; in  ordinary  cases  ten  grains  at 
night  and  five  in  the  morning  will  be  found  quite  sufficient ; 
should  the  mercury  produce  diarrha'a,  a quarter  of  a grain  of 
opium  should  be  added  to  every  five  grains  of  the  blue  pill. 
As  the  compound  decoction  of  sarsaparilla  assists  the  action 
of  the  mercury,  half  a pint  of  it  may  be  taken  two  or  three 
times  in  the  course  of  every  day,  while  under  the  mercurial 
influence.  As  to  rubbing  in  the  mercurial  ointment,  it  is 
seldom  done  perfectly,  and  is  not  often  adopted,  except  where 
the  internal  exhibition  of  the  medicine  occasions  so  much 
disorder  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  that  it  cannot  be  intro- 
duced into  the  system  any  other  way.  About  the  time  that  I 
commenced  practice  (not  hospital  practice),  a woman  men- 
tioned a curious  circumstance  to  me,  which  was,  that  she  had 
been  taking  mercury,  and  that  it  had  occasioned  the  saliva- 
tion of  her  child,  without  having  produced  any  obvious  effect 
upon  herself.  Another  curious  circumstance  is,  that  no  mer- 
cury can  be  found  in  the  blood  or  secretions  of  those  who  are 
in  a state  of  salivation.  I sent  to  Mr.  Allen  a pint  of  blood 
taken  from  a salivated  person,  1 also  sent  him  a quart  of  sa- 
liva ejected  by  a person  in  a similar  state,  and  also  a quart  of 
urine,  with  a request  that  he  would  subject  them  to  the  most 
minute  chemical  analysis,  for  the  purpose  of  di.scovering  whe- 
ther any  mercury  could  be  detected  in  either,  yet  not  an  atom 
could  be  discovered  ; now  you  all  know  that  a thousandth 
part  of  a grain  of  the  oxymuriate  of  mercury  might  be  detected 
in  water/or  in  blood. 

The  last  circumstance,  connected  with  this  subject,  to 
which  I shall  call  your  attention,  is  the  most  important  of 
all,  and  which  is  this,  viz. — Js  any  other  Medicine  but  Mer- 
cury capable  of  curing  Syphilis  ? — Remedy  after  remedy  has 
been  sent  forth  to  the  world,  as  having  the  power  to  effect 
this ; and  now  I will  tell  you  all  that  I know  respecting  the 
matter.  Mr.  Rose,  late  of  the  Guards,  now  an  eminent  sur- 
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geon  at  the  west  end  of  the  town,  about  eight  or  ten  years  ago, 
very  laudably  tried  numerous  interesting  experiments  for  the 
purpose  of  attempting  to  cure  tlie  venereal  disease  ; also  with 
a view  to  ascertain  what  number  of  persons  would  be  affected 
by  secondary  symptoms  if  the  mercury  was  not  employed. 
Yir.  Rose  found  that  the  primary  symptoms  of  syphilis  could 
be  readily  cured  withput  tlie  aid  of  mercury ; and  that  out  of 
every  three  patients  so  treated,  one  was  afflicted  with  syphi- 
litic secondary  symptoms. 

Now,  gentlemen,  I saw  Mr.  Rose  upon  the  subject ; he  is  a 
very  sen.sible  candid  man,  and  upon  whose  experiments  the 
utmost  reliance  may  be  placed ; another  surgeon  says,  that 
two  out  of  every  nine  have  secondary  symptoms,  making  one 
out  of  every  four  and  a half.  I rely,  however,  upon  the 
statement  made  by  Mr.  Rose.  If  secondary  symptoms  did 
present  themselves,  they  were  treated  without  mercury,  and 
would  disappear,  would  come  again,  and  again  disappear.  Still, 
not  being  satisfied  with  this,  I said  to  Mr.  Rose,  “ Now,  sir, 
if  a gentleman  were  to  come  under  your  care,  what  would 
you  do — would  you  give  him  mercury  or  not.^”  Mr.  Rose  is 
not  like  some  men,  so  wedded  to  his  system  as  to  have  his 
mind  fettered  by  prejudice,  and  he  with  much  sense  replied, 
that  he  should  certainly  give  the  patient  mercury,  and,  gen- 
tlemen, 1 advise  you  to  do  the  same.  I will  not  say  that 
those  persons  are  dishonest  who  recommend  contrary  prac- 
tice ; but,  if  they  had  seen  what  I have,  I am  sure  they  would 
still  place  their  reliance  in  the  use  of  mercury.  Some  men 
are  so  prejudiced  in  favour  of  particular  remedies,  that  the 
strongest  possible  facts  which  can  be  brought  forward  in 
opposition  to  their  opinions,  arc  not  capable  of  producing  the 
slightest  alteration,  or  even  a transient  impression  of  their 
error.  Now  for  a case  in  point : A gentleman  went  to  a sur- 
geon in  the  month  of  January,  showed  him  a sore  upon  his 
penis,  and  asked  him  what  it  was;  “ Why,  chancre,”  said 
the  surgeon,  “ you  must  take  sarsaparilla.”  He  went  to  him 
again  in  February,  telling  him  that  it  ajjpeared  again,  and,  on 
asking  the  surgeon  what  he  was  to  do,  the  surgeon  replied. 
You  must  take  sarsaparilia.”  He  repeated  his  visit  in 
March,  stating  fliat,  although  his  sore  had  vanished  for  a 
time,  yet  it  had  again  appeared  in  the  same  situation, 
“ Well,”  said  the  surgeon,  “ you  must  take  sarsaparilla.” 
In  June  the  patient  repeated  his  visit,  having,  at  the  time,  a 
venereal  sore  throat,  together  with  a copper-coloured-eruptiou 
on  the  skin,  and  he  said  to  the  doctor,  “ What  am  I to  do 
now?”  “Take  sarsaparilla:”  the  n.se  of  which  caused  the 
di.sappearancc  of  the  secondary  symptoms  ; but,  in  th*  fol- 
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lowing  August,  violent  inflammation  made  its  appearance  in 
both  eyes,  so  that  the  gentleman  was  obliged  to  be  kept  in  a 
dark  room,  to  be  bled,  purged,  and  kept  on  the  lowest  pos- 
sible diet ; and,  notwithstanding  all  these  precautions,  the  vi- 
rulence of  the  inflammation  endangered  the  loss  of  his  sight ; 
at  length  the  inflammation  of  the  eyes  having  been  subdued, 
in  the  ensuing  September,  a venereal  eruption  again  made  its 
appearance  in  the  skin  ; there  were  also  pains  in  the  bones, 
and  a sore  throat.  The  gentleman  again  visited  his  doctor, 
and  inquired  once  more  what  he  must  do  to  rid  himself 
of  his  horrible  com])laints.  “Why,”  says  tl;e  doctor  very 
gravely,  “yon  must  take  sarsaparilla!”  and,  replied  the 

gentleman,  “I’ll  be  d d if  1 do  (e.vccssive  laughter), 

but  I will  take  advice,”  and  shortly  afterwards  he  con- 
sulted me.  At  the  time  I saw  him,  he  had  severe  pains 
in  the  limbs  and  joints,  venereal  eruptions  on  the  skin, 
and  an  ulcerated  throat.  He  asked  me  what  was  his  dis- 
ease, and  I at  once  told  him,  confirmed  syphilis  ; he  then 
detailed  to  me  the  history  I have  ju.'t  mentioned  to  you. 
“ Well,  sir,”  said  I,  “ adhere  to  the  old  Dutch  motto,  ‘ do 
right  and  never  look  back,’  and  give  yourself  no  uneasiness 
about  the  past,  as  what  has  happened  cannot  be  prevented.” 

I prescribed  for  him  ten  grains  of  blue  pill  night  and  morning, 
and  a quarter  of  a grain  of  opium  to  each  pill.  About  ten  or 
eleven  weeks  afterwards,  he  called  upon  me,  and  his  appear- 
ance had  undergone  so  great  a change,  that  1 had  entirely 
forgotten  him  ; he  soon,  however,  informed  me  who  he  was, 
and  stated  that  he  was  completely  restored  to  health.  I men- 
tion this  case  to  you,  to  show  you  both  the  folly  and  the 
danger  of  treating  the  secondary  symptoms  of  syphilis  with 
any  other  remedy  than  mercury ; and  also  to  point  out  to  you 
the  dangerous  consequences  of  being  prejudiced  in  -favour  of 
a remedy  ; which  prejudice  the  repeated  failure  of  the  re- 
medy could  not  surmount.  Now,  if  you  should  unfortunately 
neglect  to  give  mercury  for  the  removal  of  primary  syphilitic 
symptoms,  let  me  exhort  you  never  to  to  be  guilty  of  a similar 
neglect  as  regards  the  secondary ; but,  the  moment  they  are 
presented  to  your  notice,  that  instant  commence  exhibiting 
mercury,  if  tlie  state  of  the  patient  will  permit.  All  secondary 
symptoms,  I am  positive,  may  be  prevented  by  a few  grains 
of  blue  pill,  judiciously  given.  In  saying  this,  do  not  let  me 
refuse  the  tribute  which  is  due  to  the  ability  and  candour  of 
Mr.  Rose,  whose  experiments  were  conducted  in  a very  judi- 
cious manner,  and  their  results  faithfully  and  honestly  com- 
municated to  the  profession.  If,  then,  under  the  most  favour- 
able circumstances,  and  under  the  most  judicious  manage- 
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ment,  secondary  symptoms  will  appear,  unless  mercury  be 
employed,  it  is  right  to  withhold  that  remedy  from  those  who 
are  afflicted  with  the  venereal  disease  ? Recollect,  gentlemen, 
who  iMr.  Rose’s  patients  were ; they  were  soldiers  under  or- 
ders, at  .the  command  of  their  offlcers;  and  whatever  reason- 
able thing  they  were  ordered  to  do,  they  were  obliged  to  com- 
ply with.  You  cannot  expect  your  patients  to  be  so  circum- 
stanced, nor  will  you  find  them  subordinate.  Considering  all 
the  circumstances,  1 strenuously  and  conscientiously  advise 
you  to  adopt  that  jilan  which  I have  so  often  felt  it  my  duty 
to  point  out  to  yon  in  the  course  of  this  lecture.  I have  only 
one  more  observation  to  make,  which  is,  that  syphilis  should 
be  cured  by  a slight,  and  not  by  a violent,  mercurial  action  ; 
continue  to  give  it  for  the  periods  I have  already  mentioned  ; 
but  do  not  produce  rvhat  is  commonly  termed  salivation  ; it 
would  rather  prove  injurious  than  benefieial. 

[At  the  conclusion  of  this  lecture  there  vvas  loud  and  con- 
tinued cheering-] 


LECTURE  LXVI. 


Scrofula. 

Gf.ntlemen,  this  appellation,  at  present  used  by  surgeons,  is 
a miserable  title  for  the  diseases  which  it  is  intended  to  re- 
present ; it  is  given  to  a class  of  diseases  springing  from  de- 
bility. If  asked  what  scrofula  is,  I should  say  that,  in  its 
character  and  origin,  it  is  debility;  that  the  disease,  as  it 
proceeds  becomes  inflammatory  ; but  that  it  is  connected 
with  original  weakness,  and  derives  a peculiar  character  on 
account  of  its  arising  from  this  source.  You  will  find  that 
scrofulous  diseases  are  inflammatory,  that  they  undergo  all 
the  different  processes  of  inflammation;  the  adhesive  and  sup- 
purative processes,  ulceration  and  gangrene  ; but  gangrene 
less  frequently  than  any  of  the  others.  These  four  processes 
are  thus  the  effect  of  scrofulpus  diseases,  but  you  find  them 
all  imperfectly  performed.  The  adhesive  matter  secreted  in 
scrofulous  affections,  instead  of  being  firm,  consists  of  a curd- 
like  matter,  easily  broken,  and  very  soft;  and  this  is  owing 
U)  the  blood-vessels  not  entering  it.  The  suppuration  is  not 
of  the  common  kind  ; it  contains  curd-like  matter,  and  is  not 
truly  purulent ; ulceration  is  slow  in  its  progress  ; granula- 
tions are  unequal  and  slow  in  forming.  These  processes  are 
the  effect  of  inflammation,  but  are  also  connected  with  debi- 
lity ; each  is  imperfectly  performed.  Rut  how  do  scrofulous 
and  common  chronic  inflammation  differ  ? In  common 
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chronic  inflammation  there  is  debility,  but  it  is  the  result  of 
intemperance,  or  change  of  constitution  ; but,  in  scrofula, 
the  weakness  exists  from  birth  ; it  is  congenital  or  original 
debility. 

The  age  at  which  scrofula  manifests  itself  is  during  growth  ; 
it  is  extremely  rare  for  it  to  occur  after.  But  common 
chronic  inflammation,  arising  from  a change  of  constitution, 
produced  by  intemperance,  or  any  other  cause,  occurs  after 
growth  has  stopped,  and  is  much  more  easy  of  cure  than 
scrofulous  inflammation.  Scrofulous  disease  de|)ends  on  a 
state  of  constitution  different  to  that  which  gives  rise  to  com- 
mon chronic  inflammation.  The  one  is  original,  the  other  is 
produced  in  after  life.  The  character  of  a scrofulous  child 
is  as  follows; — You  will  find  the  skin  thin  if  you  pinch  it, 
which  is  quite  different  from  the  skin  of  children  who  are 
not  scrofulous  ; in  them  the  skin  is  solid  and  dense,  and  the 
fibres  strong  ; but  in  scrofulous  children  the  skin  is  thin,  and 
the  vessels  may  be  seen  meandering  under  it  ; and  it  is  on 
this  account  that  persons  with  this  disease  frequently  have  a 
rosy  colour,  arising  from  the  thinness  of  the  skin  which 
allows  the  vessels  to  be  seen  under  it.  'I'he  hair  is  also  light- 
coloured.  If  you  observe  in  a family  of  five  or  six  children, 
one  among  them  who  has  a delicate  thin  skiu,  light  hair,  and 
complexion,  you  will  find  that  if  they  are  all  exposed  to  the 
same  causes,  they  will  escape  from  any  scrofulous  affection, 
with  the  exception  of  the  one  stamped  l)y  nature,  and  that 
this,  during  its  growth,  will  be  affected  by  the  disease.  The 
hair  is  also  extremely  fine,  the  eye-lashes  long,  the  pupils 
dilated,  and  the  fingers  are  what  is  called  clubbed,  similar  to 
the  fingers  iu  phthisical  persons ; the  fiugers  are  extremely 
long  and  thin,  but  at  the  extremities  are  broad  and  flat.  The 
upper  lip  is  of  considerable  thickness,  and  this  is  a mark  of 
debility.  Those  who  are  the  subjects  of  scrofulous  diseases 
often  have  follicles  on  different  parts  of  the  body,  incrusted 
with  inspissated  matter.  In  scrofulous  persons  the  absorbent 
glands  and  joints  are  most  frequently  attacked  ; the  absorbent 
glands,  for  a reason  which  I shall  hereafter  give  ; and  the 
joints,  from  the  exercise  producing  inflammation  in  the  sy- 
novial membrane.  You  know  that  the  absorbent  glands  of 
the  neck  and  mesentery  are  more  liable  to  scrofula  than  any 
others.  Various  other  parts  of  the  body  are  also  liable  to  it, 
the  lungs,  the  brain  not  unfrequcntly,  the  eyes  now  and  then, 
the  heart,  1 believe,  never  ; 1 have  never  seen  an  instance 
where  it  was.  I'he  secreting  glands  are  rarely  affected  by 
scrofula,  at  least  the  liver  and  kidneys,  for  the  testicle  and 
breast  are  exceptions.  The  testicle  is  now  and  then  liable  to 
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a scrofulous  affection,  and  we  occasionally  see  a scrofulous 
tumour  in  tlie  breast.  The  secreting  glands,  however,  are 
very  rarely  subject  to  this  complaint.  Scrofula  differs  in  dif- 
ferent constitutions  ; it  may  be  of  an  indolent  or  irritable 
kind,  but  more  frequently  of  the  first  than  thesecond.  Of  this 
circumstance  you  may  not  yet  be  aware,  but  in  tlie  course  of 
practice,  you  will  find  that  an  absorbent  gland  will  enlarge, 
and  continue  so  for  weeks,  and  often  for  months,  before  it 
suppurates;  and,  on  the  contrary,  that  an  enlarged  gland  will 
be  in  a most  irritable  state,  and  rapidly  proceed  to  a state  of 
suppuration.  This  la.st  is  by  far  the  worst  disease  of  the  two  ; 
for  joint  after  joint,  and  various  parts  of  the  body  become  in- 
flamed, whilst,  in  indolent  habits,  the  complaint  is  sometimes 
confined  to  a particular  class  of  parts,  and  the  rest  are  ex- 
cluded. This,  however,  is  a variety. 

Influence  of  Climate  and  Season  on  Scrofula. — You  will  find 
scrofula  considerably  influenced  dy  climate,  particularly  those 
climates  in  which  the  change  from  cold  to  heat,  and  heat  to 
moisture,  are  most  frequent ; and,  on  this  account,  our  own 
island  is  favourable  to  the  production  of  scrofulous  disease. 
The  vicissitudes  of  temperature  are  so  frequent  that  a man 
is  never  clothed  so  as  to  meet  them,  and  the  body  is  conse- 
quently exposed  to  these  sudden  and  various  changes.  We 
find  cold  and  moist  climates  giving  rise  to  the  difference  of 
scrofulous  affections,  although  it  is  found  that  those  who  live 
in  countries  where  they  are  exposed  to  the  extremes  of  heat 
or  cold,  are  not  the  subjects  of  scrofula.  But  this  disease  is 
arrested  by  cold  and  heat,  uncombined  with  a moist  state  of 
the  atmosphere,  although  it  previously  existed ; and  persons 
predisposed  to  scrofula  may  prevent  it  from  occurring,  by  a 
change  to  a warm  and  dry  climate.  But  people  from  the 
East  or  West  Indies,  who  come  over  to  this  country,  not  un- 
frequently  fall  a prey  to  scrofulous  disease.  Many  children, 
born  in  the  East  and  West  Indies,  are  sent  to  this  country  to 
be  educated,  and  therefore  we  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
the  effect  of  climate  on  their  constitutions  ; and  I can  assure 
yoti,  that  it  frequently  requires  the  gieatest  possible  care  to 
save  them  from  the  danger  of  scrofulous  disease  of  the  joints 
and  absorbent  glands  ; and  very  often,  with  all  your  care  and 
attention,  they  will  die  of  scrofulous  disease.  Those  from 
the  West  Indies  less  frequently  die  of  scrofula  than  persons 
from  the  East  Indies  ; but  I have  seen  some  from  the  South 
Sea  Islands,  and  most  of  them  have  died  from  scrofulous 
com|)laints. 

From  this  statement,  then,  gentlemen,  you  see  that  ehildren 
born  in  warm  climates,  and  subsequently  brought  to  this 
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country  to  be  educated,  frequently  perish.  Although  we  have 
proof  of  some  climates  predisposing  to  this  complaint,  and 
favouring  its  production  more  than  others,  yet  the  most 
striking  effects  are  manifested  by  the  changes  of  the  seasons, 
after  scrofula  has  occurred.  'J'hus,  for  instance,  if  a child, 
with  scrofulous  disease  be  examined  in  the  spring,  and  it  has 
a gland  that  is  inflamed,  the  complaint  will  go  on  during  the 
spring  till  the  summer  months,  when  it  will  be  arrested, 
and  the  health  of  the  child  improved.  In  this  state  it  will 
remain  till  October  and  November,  and  then  the  child  will 
become  worse.  Ify  the  alteration  of  scrofulous  complaints, 
from  the  changes  of  the  seasons,  a surgeon  often  loses  credit, 
though  he  more  frequently  gains  it.  He  will  lose  credit,  if 
called  to  the  child  in  winter,  because  then  the  state  of  the 
child’s  health  will  be  in  an  improved  state,  compared  to  what 
it  has  been,  which  state,  however,  continues  only  for  a short 
time,  as  it  becomes  worse  with  the  return  of  spring  : the  sur- 
geon will  gain  credit,  if  called  to  a child  in  the  spring,  be- 
cause, being  at  that  time  very  unwell,  it  continues  so  only  till 
summer,  when  it  rapidly  recovers.  In  summer  the  symptoms 
disa[>pcar,  in  autumn  they  return,  and  continue  till  the  winter, 
when  tliey  again  become  suspended.  1 remember  being  once 
called  on  to  subscribe  to  a charity  instituted  for  the  cure  of 
scrofula,  and  I said  that  I had  no  objection  to  subscribe,  if 
its  benefits  were  to  be  extended  throughout  the  year ; be- 
cause, if  its  operations  were  to  be  extended  all  the  year 
round,  the  eyes  of  the  subscribers  would  be  opened  to  the 
ineflicacy  of  any  charity  of  the  kind.  The  way  also  to  try  the 
value  of  nostrums,  blazoned  forth  as  specjfics  for  the  cure  of 
scrofula,  is  to  watch  their  effects  during  the  whole  year,  for 
else  you  may  be  deceived  ; they  may  occasionally  afford  bene- 
fit (which  I do  not  mean  to  deny),  but  as  to  any  specifics  for 
the  cure  of  the  complaint,  1 need  not  tell  you  that  such  do  not 
exist. 

Well,  such  are  the  effects  of  climate  and  the  changes  of  the 
seasons,  on  persons  born  with  a debility  of  constitution,  giving 
rise  to  inflammation  of  the  scrofulous  kind. 

The  next  point  to  be  considered  is — Whether  Scrofula  is 
hereditary  .f— ’I'liat  scrofula  is  an  hereditary  disease,  appears 
as  clear  to  me  as  can  be,  and  those  who  deny  it,  deny  the  evi- 
dence of  their  senses.  When  speaking  of  hereditary  disease, 
I do  not  mean  to  say  that  children  are  born  with  an  enlarge- 
ment of  an  absorbent  gland,  or  a disease  of  the  joints  ; but 
what  I state  is,  that  a child  will  be  born  with  an  hereditary 
disposition  to  the  complaint.  Does  a child  resemble  its  father 
or  mother  ? and  do  we  not  see  parents  predisposed  to  scrofu- 
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lous  disease,  liavieg  cliildren  of  constitutions,  complexions, 
&c.  as  I have  described  to  you,  manifesting  tlie  signs  of  scro- 
fulous affections  at  some  period  of  their  life  ? and  this  is  the 
consequence  of  a particular  state  of  constitution,  transmitted 
to  them  by  their  parents.  Let  two  scrofulous  persons  marry, 
and  see  the  consequence ; a great  proportion  of  the  children 
will  be  born  with  a scrofulous  disposition  ; with  that  debility 
of  constitution  which  gives  rise  to  the  production  of  the  dis- 
ease. I know  that  children  may,  with  great  care,  be  pre- 
served from  attacks  of  the  disease.  A man  of  a gouty  habit 
shall  have  many  children,  and  I would  not  say  that  all  should 
be  affected  with  gout ; but  will  any  one  say  that  the  children 
of  such  a parent  are  not  more  likely  to  be  attacked  with  this 
complaint  than  the  children  of  persons  who  never  had  the 
complaint  ? You  may  prevent  scrofula  by  care,  but  that  some 
children  are  originally  predisposed  to  the  disease  there  can- 
not be  the  least  doubt ; and  in  such  cases  the  education  and 
the  habits  of  the  youth  should  be  so  directed  as  to  ward  ofi’ 
a complaint  the  effects  of  which  are  so  frequently  fatal.  A 
gentleman,  whom  I knew,  and  who  was  often  the  subject 
of  gout,  had  three  sons  : the  first  child  was  attacked  in 
early  life  with  the  gout ; the  second  indulged  in  intemperate 
habits,  and  had  (he  complaint  to  a severe  degree  ; whilst  the 
third,  with  extreme  care  and  attention,  escaped  from  it  alto- 
gether. 

The  predisposing  cause  of  scrofula  is  congenital,  or  con- 
sists in  an  original  fault  of  constitution.  The  exciting  causes 
are  whatever  tend  to  produce,  or  rather  increase,  that  debi- 
lity; such  as  the  fever  from  diseases  of  a specific  kind,  as 
measles,  scarlet  fever,  and  small-pox.  Scrofulous  affections, 
occurring  after  small -pox,  used  to  be  much  more  frequent 
before  the  introduction  of  vaccination  than  since ; and,  if 
there  were  no  other  advantage  attending  it  than  this,  it  ought 
to  be  regarded  as  a boon  to  society.  The  reasons  why  small- 
pox disposes  to  the  excitement  of  scrofnlous  inflammation, 
you  must  be  acquainted  with,  without  my  entering  into  them 
at  present. 

With  respect  to  the  state  of  body  in  scrofulous  cliildren, 
the  blood  is  less  firm,  the  crassamentum  loosely  formed,  and 
coagulating  weakly  ; the  quantity  of  serum  abundant ; and 
the  solids  are  feebly  formed.  When  yon  di.ssect  a scrofulous 
jicrson,  you  find  extreme  attenuation  of  the  muscles,  owing 
to  the  fibres  being  delicately  formed,  the  cellular  tissue  thin, 
the  heart  weak,  not  at  all  having  the  appearance  of  the 
healthy  organ  ; you  find  the  arteries  with  loose  coats,  and,  if 
you  were  to  inject  them,  that  the  injection  would  scarcely 
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reach  the  extremities  ; nor  is  this  surprising,  since  it  happens 
tliat  the  vessels  often  expand,  and  give  vvay,  and  also  that 
tliere  is  blood  at  the  extremities  of  the  arteries,  owing  to  the 
great  weakness  of  the  vessels  ; that  they  had  not  the  power  of 
propelling  it  into  the  veins  as  they  usually  do.  The  stomach 
and  intestinal  canal  are  thin  and  pellucid  ; the  absorbent 
glands  are  enlarged;  the  secretory  glands  are  flaccid,  but  not 
diseased ; and  the  nervous  system  sometimes  exhibits  marks 
of  irritation  having  existed  in  it.  This  is,  as  far  as  we  are 
able  to  detail,  the  nature  of  the  disease.  VVe  shall  now  pro- 
ceed to  speak  of  its-treatment. 

Treulment  of  Scrofula. — 'Fhe  principles  on  which  the  treat- 
ment of  scrofula  should  be  founded  are  three  : 1st.  To  make 
better  blood ; 2d.  To  strengthen  the  solids  ; 3d.  To  give  vi- 
gorous action  to  the  circulation. 

To  one  or  all  of  these  principles,  every  mode  of  treatment 
should  be  referred.  The  action  of  the  heart  and  arteries  is 
naturally  feeble,  the  serum  of  the  blood  preponderates,  whihst 
the  fibrous  portion  is  deficient  in  quantity ; therefore,  you 
must  make  better  blood,  strengthen  the  solids,  or  give  a vi- 
gorous action  to  the  system.  The  first  object  is  to  make 
better  blood,  and  without  this  nothing  else  will  be  of  avail.  I 
cannot  sutficieutly  deprecate  the  system  of  ordering  vegetable 
food  in  scrofulous  diseases,  and  proscribing  animal  food, 
which  is  most  nutritious  and  easy  of  digestion.  Vegetable 
food  is  more  difficult  of  digestion  titan  animal  food,  and  many 
animals  who  live  on  it  have  more  than  one  stomach  to  per- 
form the  different  processes  of  digestion  ; some  have  only 
one,  but  then  they  are  abundantly  supplied  with  gastric  juice, 
which  is  secreted  in  greater  quantities  than  in  man  ; and  na- 
ture adds  to  the  digestive  powers  by  setting  up  another  pro- 
cess in  the  intestine  below,  when  animals  have  only  one 
stomach.  Vegetable  food  sliould  not  be  given  to  children 
labouring  under  scrofula,  as  it  leads  to  an  aggravation  of  the 
complaint;  but  meat  .should  be  allowed,  prepared  so  that  the 
stimulus  of  the  gastric  juice,  which  is  weak,  may  be  able  to 
act  on  it.  The  stomach  should  never  be  overloaded,  or  the 
powers  of  digestion  will  be  impaired.  Meat  should  be  taken 
in  .small  quantities  and  often,  rather  than  in  large  quantities 
and  less  frequently ; for,  when  the  stomach  is  less  loaded, 
digestion  goes  on  much  better.  'I’herefore,  I advise  that  they 
should  breakfast  between  eight  and  nine,  and  take  an  egg 
or  a little  meat  at  this  meal.  They  should  have  a sandwich 
about  twelve  or  one  o’clock,  and  meat  with  their  dinner  at 
three.  It  is  right  that  they  should  drink  with  their  dinner, 
although  water  is  a bad  beverage  ; some  good  beer,  or  a glass 
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of  wine,  should  be  allowed.  This  will  stimulate  the  secretion 
of  the  gastric  juice,  and  digestion  will  be  more  completely  per- 
formed than  if  no  stimulus  at  all  had  been  used.  It  is  well 
known  that  in  these  complaints  the  stomach  is  not  supplied 
with  a sufficient  quantity  of  juice  to  dissolve  the  food  ; there- 
fore you  must  give  some  slight  stimulus  to  excite  the  eastiic 
juice.  If  you  observe  the  animals  around  us,  which  live  on 
animal  and  vegetable  food,  you  find  that  after  meals  they  lap 
some  water,  and  rest.  Rest  appears  to  be  conducive  to  the 
performance  of  the  digestive  process.  An  experiment  has  been 
made  which  confirms  this  opinion.  Two  pointers  were  fed, 
eacl'i  with  the  same  quantity  of  food  ; the  one  was  immediately 
put  out  to  hunt,  and  the  other  conducted  to  the  kennel,  and 
in  two  or  three  hours  afterwards  both  were  killed.  The  first 
had  not  digested  the  food  he  had  taken,  whilst  the  other  had. 
Auimal  food  should  be  given  in  larger  quantities  to  persons 
with  scrofulous  disease  than  to  those  in  a state  of  health,  al- 
though the  latter  do  not  require  the  same  aid  to  assist  diges- 
tion. In  scrofulous  children  I do  not  like  the  stomach  to  be 
loaded  with  milk  for  breakfast,  which  considerably  impairs 
the  powers  of  digestion,  and  therefore  I generally  order  a 
little  meat  or  an  egg  .as  a substitute. 

Next  in  importance  to  nourishment  is  exercise.  Children 
with  scrofulous  affections,  or  even  those  predisposed  to  them, 
should  take  a great  deal  of  exercise  in  the  open  air  ; more, 
however,  in  the  way  of  play  than  as  a task  ; and  here  I must 
say,  that  I am  anxious  that  those  concerned  in  the  education 
of  youth,  particularly  female  instructors,  should  be  acquainted 
with  what  I have  said  on  this  important  subject.  I wish  them 
to  know  what  food  and  exercise  should  be  allowed  to  children 
with  a scrofulous  taint,  and  how  much  the  future  happiness 
of  those  intrusted  to  their  care  is  dependent  on  an  attention 
to  these  particulars.  At  schools,  in  general,  too  little  exer- 
cise is  taken  by  the  scholars.  Boys,  however,  will  have  it ; 
but  not  so  with  the  girls  ; they  are  frequently  comi)elled  to 
sit  from  morning  till  night  engaged  in  learning  music,  geo- 
graphy, French,  Italian,  and  God  knows  what  else,  without 
paying  the  slightest  attention  to  the  preservation  of  their 
health,  and  thus  impairing  constitutions  which  might  have 
been  rendered  strong  and  robust.  It  is  not  my  wish  to  dis- 
courage the  cultivation  of  the  human  mind  in  any  degree,  nor 
even  to  prevent  the  fairer  sex  from  attaining  those  accom- 
plishments which  so  frequently  render  (hem  the  grace,  life, 
and  ornament  of  society;  but  1 think  it  the  extreme  of  folly 
to  compel  children  to  pa.s3  hours  over  pursuits  for  which  they 
have  no  taste,  such  as  making  them  learn  music  when  they 
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have  no  ear;  while  their  liealth  is  neglected,  and  their  con- 
stitutions are  ruined  by  the  confinement  to  which  they  are 
subjected.  The  mischiefs  tlnis  arising  from  the  false  system 
of  education  at  present  pursued  in  this  country,  so  frequently 
come  before  my  notice,  that  I wish  what  I have  said  to  be 
generally  known,  in  order  that  future  misery  may  be  pre- 
vented, and  the  physical  education  of  our  youth  be  better  di- 
rected. E-xercise  sliould  not  be  taken  so  as  to  fatigue  the 
body;  when  children  feel  themselves  weary,  they  should  rest 
a little  till  they  recover.  VV'hen  the  state  of  the  weather  pre- 
vents them  from  talcing  exercise  in  the  open  air,  they  should 
play  in  a large  airy  chamber,  and  be  allowed  to  dance  in  the 
evenings,  taking  care  that  the'perspiration  excited  should  not 
be  checked  by  any  improper  means,  as  it  is  too  often  done  with 
thoughtless  and  giddy  children  ; and,  by  this  means,  they  will 
be  brought  up  with  constitutions  invigorated,  so  as  to  ward 
off  the  attacks  of  a disease  to  which  they  were  predisposed. 
I do  not  exaggerate  when  I say,  that  within  the  last  year  f 
have  seen  five  hundred  cases  of  scrofulous  affections ; never 
a day  passes  over  my  head  without  my  seeing  a case,  and  fre- 
quently three  or  four.  This  very  day  1 have  seen  more  ; and, 
if  asked  how  many  were  boys  among  them,  I should  answer, 
not  one.  What  is  the  reason  of  it  ? Why,  boys  will  take 
exercise,  and  thus  are  less  liable  to  the  complaint;  whilst 
girls  are  not  allowed  to  do  so,  and,  if  predisposed  to  the  dis- 
ease, are  almost  always  attacked  by  it. 

The  third  circumstance  to  he  attended  to  is  air ; without 
good  air  all  other  means  are  of  no  use.  Moist  and  cold  wea- 
ther is  the  worst.  'I  hose  who  live  in  marshy  climates  are 
subject  to  the  worst  form  of  scrofulous  complaints.  The  state 
of  the  atmosphere  you  should  choose  is  that  in  which  the  air 
is  dry  and  warm  ; a very  bleak  wind  is  not  desirable.  The 
.sea  air  is  generally  preferred  ; and  when  the  children  are  near 
the  sea  side,  they  should  be  allowed  to  play  on  the  beach  the 
greater  part  of  the  day.  It  is  a mistake  to  suppose  that  the 
air  of  the  coast  in  the  wet  and  cold  seasons  is  of  any  advan- 
tage to  scrofulous  children  ; it  is  only  in  warm  and  dry  wea- 
ther that  any  benefit  will  be  obtained.  Extreme  cold  sup- 
presses the  progress  of  scrofulous  complaints  ; but,  in  moist 
weather,  the  symptoms  return.  Unfortunately,  I have  expe- 
rienced in  my  own  family  the  dreadful  ravages  of  this  com- 
plaint ; although  no  one  would  say  that  I was  a scrofulous 
subject  [a  laugh),  I have  lo.st  five  near  relati\es  of  the  cont- 
plaint  from  which  I have  been  spared.  Whilst  at  Brighton 
once,  on  a professional  visit,  I inquired  if  the  number  of  scro- 
fulous children  were  as  great  there  as  in  other  parts,  and  I 
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found  tliat  it  was.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  spring  and  autumn, 
tlie  sea  coast  is  desirable,  but  in  cold  weather  it  is  not.  'I  he 
bleakness  of  the  air  of  the  sea  shore  is  unfavourable  to  the 
constitutions  of  children  tainted  with  scrofulous  complaints. 
Air,  exercise,  and  nourishment,  are  the  three  great  points  to 
be  kept  in  view  in  the  treatment  of  scrofulous  affections. 
But  what — you  will  say — nothing  about  medicine  ? Gentle- 
men, you  may  lay  it  down  as  an  axiom,  that  theie  is  no  spe- 
cific for  the  cure  of  scrofula  ; and  he  who  says  that  there  is, 
attempts  to  gull  mankind  by  the  assertion  of  what  is  not  true. 
Medicines  occasionally  given  with  a view  to  improve  the  di- 
gestive powers,  and  regulate  the  secretions,  are  good,  but 
attention  to  the  three  points  1 have  just  mentioned,  are  of 
primary  importance.  I will  mention  to  you  what  aie  the 
best;  once  a week,  or  every  ten  days,  two  grains  of  calomel 
and  eight  of  rhubarb,  in  order  to  restore  the  secretions.  This 
relieves  scrofulous  inflammation,  on  the  same  principle  as  all 
other  inflammations  are  relieved.  A good  medicine  to  be  given 
daily,  for  a short  time,  is  the  rhubarb  and  steel;  two  grains 
of  rhubarb,  and  from  three  to  five  of  the  carbonate  of  iron. 
This  is  a very  good  tonic.  Another  good  tonic  consists  of  two 
grains  of  rhubarb,  and  from  four  to  six  grains  of  dried  sub- 
carbonate of  soda,  with  ten  grains  of  calumba,  which  may  be 
taken  mixed  with  sugar,  a form  that  seldom  disagrees  with 
the  patient.  These  means  will  greatly  assist  the  powers  of 
digestion.  One  of  the  remedies  which  we  use  in  the  other 
hospital  (Guy’s)  is  infusion  of  camomile  flowers,  with  a few 
grains  of  hydrargyrus  cum  cretfl,  at  bed  time ; or  the  oxy- 
inurias  hydrargyri,  in  the  proportion  of  a grain  to  two  ounces 
of  the  tincture  of  bark  ; a tea  spoonful  of  which  should  be 
taken  twice  a-day  in  a glass  of  the  camomile  infusion.  If  the 
bowels  are  costive,  tincture  of  rhubarb  should  be  substituted 
for  the  tincture  of  bark.  The  liquor  ])otas.sa;  is  a medicine 
also  used.  These  different  medicines  medical  men  use  in 
different  ways;  those  I employ  are  the  steel,  with  rhubarb  and 
calomel,  or  the  subcarbonate  of  soda  with  rhubarb  and 
calumba.  A great  deal  of  care  should  be  taken  of  children 
originally  formed  weakly  ; you  should  excite  no  feverish  ac- 
tion on  the  one  hatid,  nor  do  any  thing  to  debilitate  the  con- 
stitution on  the  other.  These  arc  the  Scylla  and  Charybdis 
which  we  must  avoid  ; that  of  exciting  fever  on  the  one 
liand,  and  debility  on  the  other;  and  recollect,  above  all,  the 
three  principles  of  treatment  which  1 have  sg  often  laid  down. 
Children  should  be  well  clothed,  and  never  exposed  to  changes 
of  temperature.  For  this  purpose  they  should  wear  flannel 
close  to  the  skin  ; j\pd,  in  this  case,  it  should  be  worn  also 
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during  the  night.  If  the  weather  be  very  warm,  calico  may 
be  substituted  for  flannel.  The  great  object  is  to  preserve  an 
equal  temperature  of  the  skin,  and  not  to  produce  perspira- 
tion, because  that  would  debilitate.  It  is  right  to  recommend 
sea-bathing  ; the  bath  sliould  be  taken  about  three  times  a- 
week,  at  eleven  in  the  morning.  Tlie  temperature  of  the  bath 
should  he  at  94°  ; the  person  should  remain  from  .sixteen  to 
twenty  minutes  in  it,  and  walk  afterwards.  Some  children 
are  exceedingly  frightened  at  the  sight  of  the  water  at  the 
commencement,  and  in  those  cases  it  will  be  advantageous  to 
sprinkle  the  body  over  first  with  tepid  salt  water.  This  will 
gradually  remove  (lit  child’s  fear  of  the  water,  and  prepare  the 
way  for  the  sea-bathing. 


LECTURE  LXVII. 

Having  given  you,  in  the  last  lecture,  a general  description  of 
scrofula,  we  shall  now  proceed  to  treat  of  the  several  parts 
attacked  by  this  disease, |and  first,  of  the  absorbent  glands 
most  commonly  affected. 

Scrofulous  Afff.ction  of  the  Glands  of  the  Neck. 

Of  the  different  absorbent  glands,  those  of  the  neck  are 
most  fre((uently  affected  with  scrofulous  disease.  Now,  when 
you  are  consulted  in  a case  of  this  kind,  the  symptoms  you 
find  are  as  follow; — In  the  first  place,  you  learn  from  the 
child’s  mother,  that  she  at  first  observed,  a swelling  in  the 
neck,  which  was  small,  hard,  not  painful,  nor  in  any  way 
discoloured,  but  tender  to  the  touch.  Thus  the  inflammatory 
process  does  not  go  on  to  the  rapid  destruction  of  the  part, 
for  the  swelling  will  frequently  remain  in  this  state  of  indo- 
lence during  weeks,  mouths,  and  sometimes  years.  Some- 
times, however,  owing  to  accidental  circumstances,  or  changes 
in  the  weather,  or  the  state  of  the  child’s  constitution,  the 
complaint  proceeds  with  greater  rapidity.  If  the  complaint 
occurs  in  a person  of  an  irritable  habit,  it  will  advance  with 
rapidity  ; if,  on  the  contrary,  the  person  be  of  an  indolent 
habit,  it  will  be  slow  in  its  progress.  When  you  examine,  by 
dissection,^  the  state  of  the  parts  affected  with  scrofulous  dis- 
ease, you  find  extravasated  into  the  gland  a great  quantity  of 
blood, ^ and  the  blood-vessels  enlarged.  The  interior  of  the 
gland  is  composed  of  rather  a firm  substance,  which  is  of  a 
yellowish-white  eolour.  If  you  inject  the  subject  first,  you 
will  see  that  the  blood-vessels  do  not  pass  into  the  substance 
effused,  in  fact,  that  the  adhesive  matter  is  not  organized. 
As  the  vessels  do  not  shoot  into  this  substance,  it  does  not 
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undergo  the  same  changes  as  the  adhesive  matter  tlirown  out 
in  common  chronic  disease.  Tii  common  chronic  inflamma- 
tion, the  adhesive  matter  effused  may  be  injected,  wiiich  shews 
that  it  is  in  some  deijree  organized.  Remember,  then,  that 
during  the  adhesive  stage,  the  iuflammatiou  may  be  increased 
from  change  of  season,  climate,  or  any  peculiarity  of  consti- 
tution, and  proceed  to  Ihe  suppurative.  'I'his  disease  pro- 
duces little  pus.  These  are  the  common  symptoms  of  sup- 
puration, but  in  a much  milder  degree  than  are  usually 
met  with.  The  suppurative  process  is  weak  and  languid, 
and  it  is  a long  time  before  matter  forms.  The  suppuration 
is  very  imperfect : the  pus  has  not  the  true  character  of  pu- 
rulent secretion ; it  is  compo.'-ed  of  a curd-like  matter,  and 
resembles  pus  mixed  with  serum.  These,  then,  are  the  ap- 
pearances of  the  suppurative  stage.  Suppuration  proceeds 
very  slowly.  The  skin,  at  first,  has  ablush  of  inflammation 
on  it,  then  becomes  of  a livid  or  purple  hue.  It  frequently 
happens  that  when  the  skin  is  in  this  state,  a long  time  elapses 
before  it  gives  way.  When  the  skin,  however,  breaks,  it  ge- 
nerally separates  to  a considerable  extent.  The  reason  why 
scars  in  the  neck  are  so  large  is,  that  the  vitality  ot  a large 
portion  of  the  skin  has  been  destroyed  from  the  pressure  of 
the  pus;  it  then  assumes  a livid  appearance,  and,  when  it 
gives  way,  sloughs  to  ;i  considerable  extent.  The  ulcerative 
process  proceeds  slowly,  compared  with  ulceration  in  other 
complaints.  'J'he  interior  of  a suppurative  gland  very  larely 
sloughs : hut  the  matter  that  is  effused  separates  with  the  pus. 
Such  is  the  liistory  of  an  enlarged  absorbent  gland,  affected 
with  scrofulous  disease,  the  various  changes  which  it  under- 
goes, and  the  appearances  which  those  changes  present  in 
their  different  ."itages. 

Death  is  sometimes  produced  by  the  enlargement  of  the 
absorbent  glands  of  the  neck.  I will  relate  to  you  three  in- 
stances which  more  particularly  strike  my  mind.  In  one 
case,  the  glands  covered  the  jugular  vein.  I attended  the 
case  with  a respectable  practitioner  in  the  city.  Tlie  jjatient 
had  frequent  rigors,  and  a great  deal  of  constitutiotial  irrita- 
tion ; at  tlie  time  I saw  him  his  life  was  evidently  in  immi- 
nent danger,  and  in  a few  days  after  he  died.  We  found,  on 
dissection,  that  the  absorbent  glands  were  adhering  to  the 
jugular  rein,  and  that  the  matter  had  escaped  into  it,  which 
wa-  the  cause  of  the  great  constitutional  irritation  under 
which  lie  laboured  a short  time  iirevious  to  his  death.  'Fhc 
second  way  in  which  an  enlargement  of  the  glands  of  the  neck 
may  give  rise  to  death,  is  by  pressure  on  the  veins  producing 
aiiojilexy.  I .saw  a case  of  this  kind  in  a lad  of  sixteen  or 
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seventeen  years  of  age.  Tlic  glands  were  enlarged  so  as  to 
press  on  the  veins  of  the  neck,  and  the  boy  died  apoplectic. — 
The  third  case  which  1 shall  mention,  is  one  where  an  en- 
larged gland  suppurated  into  the  laryn.\,  and  produced  suffo- 
cation. It  occurred  in  a boy  who  had  received  an  injury  of 
the  head,  which  was  followed  by  enlargement  of  the  absorb- 
ent glands  of  the  neck.  They  went  into  a suppurative  state, 
and  the  pus  discharged  itself  into  the  trachea,  and  produced 
death  by  suffocation.  Hut  it  generally  ha|)pens,  that  when 
these  cases  terminate  fatally,  there  is  also  present  considerable 
disease  of  the  lungs  and  bi  onchial  glands. 

If  I were  asked'why  the  absorbent  glands  of  the  neck  are 
more  frequently  affected  with  scrofulous  disease  than  the 
other  glands,  1 should  answer,  that  it  was  owing  to  their  be- 
ing so  much  exposed,  and,  consequently,  so  much  influenced 
by  the  changes  of  weather  and  seasons.  A child  c.x|)osed  to 
the  cold,  with  the  ears  half  frozen,  the  cheeks  and  head  also 
cold,  is  suddenly  brought  into  a place  of  excessive  heat,  which 
produces  a slight  degree  of  inflammation  in  the  parts ; that 
irritation  also  produces  inflammation  of  the  absorbents  ; and 
thus  the  reason  why  the  glands  of  the  neck  are  so  frequently 
enlarged.  Scrofulous  enlargements  of  the  glands  of  the  neck 
is  more  fretiuent  than  those  of  the  axilla  ; and  enlargement 
of  those  in  the  axilla  more  common  than  of  the  glands  of  the 
groin;  because  the  lower  parts  are  better  protected  from  at- 
mospheric changes,  lint  it  sometimes  happens  that  a peculiar 
secretion  takes  place  in  the  gland,  and  that  earthy  matter  is 
diffused  in  it.  It  is  not  at  all  an  uncommon  occurrence  for  a 
substance  like  chalk,  and  composed  of  carbonate  ot  lime,  to 
be  deposited  in  an  enlarged  gland.  Here  is  a specimen  (ex- 
hibiting it  to  the  class)  of  earthy  matter  that  was  deposited 
in  a gland  ; I removed  it  after  death.  These  deposits  arc  usu- 
ally com])oscd  of  carbonate  of  lime. 

Treatment  of  enlarged  Absorbent  Glands  of  the  Neck. — 
When  a child,  with  a scrofulous  enlargement  of  an  absorbent 
gland  of  the  neck,  is  brought  to  you  for  advice,  you  will  treat 
it,  if  the  complaint  be  of  recent  occurrence,  like  a case  of 
common  inflammation.  You  will  give  rhubarb  and  calomel 
internally,  and  recommend  evaporating  lotions  as  local  appli- 
cations. The  best  lotion  you  can  use  is  the  liquor  plumbi  su- 
peracetatis,  with  spirits  of  wine  and  water.  In  this  way  the 
inflammation  will  be  gradually  subdued.  But  these  glands 
arc  apt  sometimes,  notwithstanding  all  the  means  you  em- 
ploy, and  all  the  care  that  may  be  taken  of  the  child,  to  go 
into  the  suppurative  stage.  In  this  case  you  must  give  the 
rhubarb  and  carbonate  of  soda  twice  a-day,  together  with  a 
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small  quantity  of  tbe  hydrargyrus  cum'  cretfl  (one  grain) 
three  or  four  times  in  the  twenty-four  hours.  You  must  next 
consider  what  local  treatment  to  employ  if  the  gland  suppur- 
ates. When  you  find  that  there  is  a disposition  to  suppurate, 
evapoiating  lotions  will  not  succeed,  and  therefore  must  be 
discontinued.  You  should  feel  if  there  be  any  fluctuation  ; 
for  the  moment  that  there  is  the  slightest  blush  on  the  part 
an  l sense  of  fluctuation,  indicating  the  presence  of  pus,  you 
should  make  a small  opening  with  a lancet,  as  in  a common 
abscess  ; you  should  not  wait  for  the  skin  to  assume  a livid 
hue,  for  then  you  will  never  be  able  to  prevent  scars.  A 
scar  in  the  neck  of  a boy  is  not  of  much  consequence,  but  in 
the  neck  of  a female  it  is  quite  a different  case.  In  boys  the 
neck  is  covered  by  the  dress  ; whereas.  In  females,  it  is  ge- 
nerally exposed,  and  a scar  in  that  part  might  be  the  means 
of  destroying  the  happiness  of  the  individual  whose  misfor- 
tune it  was  to  have  it.  Nothing,  gentlemen,  is  so  revolting  to 
the  mind,  or  at  Last  the  minds  of  those  who  possess  fine  feel- 
ings and  a refined  taste,  as  the  appearance  of  anything  on  the 
female  figure  which  calls  to  the  recollection  that  the  person 
you  behold  is  tainted  by  a disease  of  a scrofulous  nature ; and 
therefore  it  is  your  duty,  if  you  have  any  regard  for  your  own 
reputation  and  the  happiness  of  others,  to  prevent  the  occur- 
rence of  scars  on  the  neck,  a circumstance  which  may  be 
easily  effected.  1 will  tell  you  why  scars  on  the  neck  are  so 
frequently  met  with  : the  surgeon  waits,  too  often,  till  the 
skin  has  become  livid,  and  then  makes  a puncture.  But  in 
this  case  he  gains  nothing  by  making  an  opening  into  the 
gland  ; in  fact,  if  the  skin  be  of  a livid  colour,  1 advise  you 
then  not  to  make  an  opening.  Apply  poultices,  and  let  nature 
effect  the  opening;  for  the  scar  will  not  be  so  great  then  as 
if  you  were  to  make  it.  But  1 seriously  advise  you  to  make 
a puncture  before  the  skin  assumes  the  appearance  1 have 
just  been  describing  to  you.  'The  instrument  with  which  1 
open  these  abscesses  is  a cataract  knife,  and  I make  the  in- 
cision transversely,  and  just  in  the  direction  of  the  creases  of 
the  neck,  so  that  when  the  wound  heals,  no  scar  is  to  be 
perceived.  When  the  matter  is  discharged  by  the  puncture, 
apply  your  finger  to  the  side  of  the  swelling,  and  squeeze  out 
all  the  solid  matter  that  may  be  contained  in  the  gland.  If 
the  sac  be  not  carefully  emi.tied  of  all  the  solid  matter,  this 
substance  will  keej)  up  considerable  irritation,  and  prevent 
the  healing  of  the  wound  ; therefore  1 wish  to  press  on  your 
attention  the  necessity  of  attending  to  this  point.  1 have  fre- 
quently seen  serious  inconvenience  occasioned  by  its  being 
neglected.  Uemember,  first,  the  time  at  which  you  arc  to 
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make  the  puncture,  and  the  direction  in  which  it  is  to  be 
made  ; and,  secondly,  do  not  omit,  in  all  these  cases,  to 
squeeze  out  all  the  solid  matter  that  may  be  within  the  gland. 
If  the  wound  be  indolent  afterwards,  you  had  better  inject  in- 
to it  a solution  of  sulphate  of  zinc,  containing  about  a scruple 
of  the  zinc  to  a pint  of  water.  'I'lirow  a small  quantity  of 
this  into  the  wound  ; it  will  soon  produce  healthy  granula- 
tions, and  lessen  the  discharge  if  it  be  copious.  Such,  then, 
gentlemen,  is  the  treatment  to  be  adopted  after  the  gland  has 
proceeded  to  the  suppurative  state.  What  I advise  you  to  do 
is,  to  make  an  opening  into  the  gland  as  soon  as  fluctuation 
can  be  detected,  and  before  any  discoloration  of  the  skin  takes 
place,  in  order  to  prevent  a scar  hereafter.  Thus,  you  see,  by 
a little  attention,  the  cause  of  much  unhappiness  may  be  kept 
off.  At  this  time  you  should  give  rhubarb  and  carbonate  of 
iron,  about  two  grains  of  the  former,  and  five  of  the  latter, 
twice  a-day.  The  diet  should  be  nutritious,  but  not  in  the 
slightest  degree  stimulating.  With  respect  to  the  ulcerative 
process,  there  is  nothing  particular  to  remark  : fomentations, 
jioultices,  and  the  ordinary  means,  must  be  had  recourse  to. 
Your  object,  however,  should  be  to  prevent  ulceration  by  the 
mode  of  treatment  1 liave  laid  down  ; and  it  is  only  when  it 
cannot  be  prevented  that  the  latter  means  are  to  be  employed. 

Affection  of  the  Mesenteric  Glands. 

The  glands  which  are  affected  with  scrofulous  disease, 
next  in  frequency  to  those  of  the  neck,  are  the  mesenteric 
glands.  In  young  persons  they  are  most  commonly  affected 
at  the  age  of  six  or  eight  months.  This  complaint  is  known 
by  the  belly  being  tumid,  and  from  the  tenderness  on  pres- 
sure ; attenuation  of  the  skin,  voraciousness  of  appetite  ; the 
limbs  of  the  child,  at  the  same  time,  wasting.  The  intestines 
are  equally  irregular,  being  .sometimes  purged,  at  others  cos- 
tive. In  the  motions  are  occasionally  observed  earthy  mat- 
ter (a  specimen  of  which  I now  send  you  round),  composed 
of  carbonate  of  lime.  The  causes  which  produce  enlargement 
of  the  mesenteric  glands  arise  from  disease  of  the  secreting 
glands  of  the  intestinal  canal ; such  as  irritating  food,  which 
Irritates  the  mouths  of  the  absorbent  vessels  of  the  intestines 
leading  to  the  mesentery.  With  respect  to  the  effect  of  me- 
senteric diseases,  they  consist,  at  first,  in  an  interruption  of 
the  process  of  absorption.  The  chyle  travels  through  the 
absorbents  to  the  mesenteric  glands,  and,  when  some  of  these 
are  enlarged,  the  chyle  is  interrupted  in  its  course.  Although 
the  child  generally  eats  voraciously,  is  it  wonderful  that 
there  should  be  such  emaciation,  independent  of  the  irrita- 
tion produced,  by  the  system  being  deprived  of  nourishment? 
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Treatment  of  Diseased  ISIeseuteric.  Glands. — As  to  the  treat- 
ment, I advise  you  to  direct  that  the  child  should  take  ani- 
mal food,  prepared  so  that  it  may  be  easily  digested.  Vege- 
table food  is  very  improper.  A little  arrow-root  may  be 
taken,  and  nutritious  broths.  Animal  food  will  generally 
best  agree  with  the  ehild,  if  it  be  prepared  in  the  manner  by 
which  it  may  be  most  easily  digested.  The  principle  on  which 
you  act  is,  that  the  child  may  take  the  most  nutritious  food, 
aud  why  ? Because,  absorption  being  to  a great  degree  pre- 
vented, it  is  important  that  nothing  but  highly  nutritious 
food  should  be  taken,  so  that  nutriment  may  be  conveyed  to 
the  system.  Animal  food  is  more  nutritious  than  vegetable 
food  ; therefore  you  give  it  in  preference  to  the  last.  To 
assist  the  digestive  process,  it  is  desirable  to  give  some  wine 
and  water,  to  stimulate  the  stomach,  to  secrete  the  gastric 
Juice,  and  to  excite  the  action  of  the  intestines.  In  exciting 
the  intestines,  you  have  a two-fold  object  in  view  ; stimulat- 
ing the  absorbents,  and  producing  the  peristaltic  motion  of 
the  intestines.  The  best  medicine  in  this  disea.se,  with  which 
I am  acquainted,  is  the  oxymuriate  of  mercury,  given  insmal 
doses,  and  in  combination  with  the  tincture  of  bark  ; one  grain 
of  the  oxymuriate,  in  two  ounces  of  tincture  of  bark  ; or, 
should  the  bowels  be  costive,  in  the  same  quantity  of  tincture 
of  rhubarb.  The  hydrargyrus  cum  cretS,  and  rhubarb,  given 
so  as  to  produce  an  aperient  effect,  are  good  medicines.  The 
oxymuriate  of  mercury  should  be  given  with  no  other  view 
than  to  improve  the  secretion  Com  the  liver  and  intestines, 
and  thus  produce  oue  stool  a-day.  The  abdomen  should  be 
covered  with  a stimulating  plaster,  or  frequently  lubbed  with 
the  hand,  in  order  to  produce  a gentle  action  in  the  part,  aud 
excite  the  absorbents.  This  is  the  treatment  of  enlarged  me- 
senteric glands. 

Dropsy  is  sometimes  connected  with  this  disease.  Then 
paracentesis  should  be  performed,  when  the  patient  generally 
recovers.  Now  and  then  a mesenteric  gland  suppurates,  opens 
at  the  navel,  and  frequently  communicates  with  the  intestines, 
and  thus  an  artificial  anus  is  produced.  In  the.se  cases,  where 
there  is  an  artificial  anus,  a large  proportion  recovers.  Poul- 
tices should  be  applied  over  the  opening ; and  when  the  in- 
flammation is  subdued,  strips  of  adhesive  plaster  should  be 
applied,  so  as  to  bring  the  edges  of  the  wound  together,  but 
not  until  you  think  that  all  the  matter  has  been  discharged 
from  the  gland. 

Diseases  of  Joints. 

The  diseases  of  joints  vary  in  their  character,  according  to 
the  stage  of  the  complaint.  Jt  generally  happens,  that  after  a 
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child  of  a strumous  habit  lias  walked  a considerable  distance, 
that  it  complains  of  pains  in  the  joints,  which  is  accompanied 
with  stiffness  also,  and  inability  to  move  them.  ^ Tlie  pa- 
tient takes  alarm  ; and  1 may  say  that  this  disease  can  never 
be  too  early  attended  to.  'Flic  complaint  may  generally  be 
removed  if  it  be  attacked  early : but,  if  six  weeks  or  two 
montlis  elapse  before  the  person  ajiplies,  he  will  never  re- 
cover. A great  deal,  therefore,  depends,  in  this  complaint, 
on  early  treatment.  To  prevent  mischief  is  infinitely  better 
than  to  effect  a cure,  and  in  these  complaints  a cure  is  not  so 
easily  effected.  'Fliere  is  little  tenderness  at  first,  and  the 
swelling  is  very  slight.  If  the  synovial  membrane  be  inflamed, 
there  will  be  a gritting  between  the  bones  under  the  pa- 
tella on  each  side,  and  so  in  different  parts,  according  to  the 
joints  affected.  The  jmnt  will  remain  in  this  state  for  some 
time,  possess  the  same  appearance  as  in  health,  and  the  con- 
stitution suffers  little,  liut  where  it  has  existed  a long  time 
the  suj)purative  process  will  at  last  be  set  up,  and  the  joints 
will  assume  the  character  common  to  inflammation  of  all 
joints.  When  the  suppurative  process  commences  a great 
quantity  of  pus  is  secreted,  if  there  be  much  constitutional 
irritation.  Indeed,  there  may  be  at  first  a copious  secretion 
and  slight  constitutional  derangement;  for  the  suppurative 
process  is  not  attended  with  the  same  constitutional  effects  as 
in  other  parts  of  the  body.  When  the  abscess  breaks  (which 
is  a long  time  from  the  commencement  of  the  disease),  the 
ulceration  is  often  at  a little  distance  from  the  joint,  and  there 
are  generally  sinuses  extending  from  the  point  of  ulceration, 
for  two  or  three  inches  up  to  the  joint ; and  thus,  in  scro- 
fulous enlargements  of  the  kuee,  the  abscess  generally  breaks 
above  or  below  the  patella.  We  generally  let  these  ab- 
scesses open  by  themselves,  as  there  is  little  con.ititutional 
irritation  at  first,  and  the  opening  cannot  be  delayed  too 
long.  The  abscesses  generally  open  in  more  parts  than  one, 
and  the  suppurative  process  takes  place  at  a distance  from  the 
joint ; the  ulcerative  ])rocess  is  slow,  and  excites  little  con- 
stitutional irritation.  When  yon  dissect  a joint  affected  with 
scrofulous  disease,  you  find,  after  having  cut  through  the  in- 
teguments, that  there  is  a great  deal  of  adeps  between  the 
ligaments  and  interstices  of  the  skin.  Next  you  will  sec  the 
capsular  ligament  thickened,  and  that  the  thickening  has 
taken  place  on  its  interior  surface.  The  synovial  membrane 
will  be  also  found  highly  vascular.  You  now  examine  the 
cartilages,  when  you  will  find  that  they  have  undergone  more 
or  less  ulceration,  and  are  covered  by  processes  of  adhesive 
matter  ; and,  lastly,  the  bones  themselves  will  now  and  then 
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be  ill  a state  of  ulreiation  ; sometimes  there  are  earthy  de- 
j)osits  on  them  ; but  they  are  more  frequently  lessened  in 
size.  With  respect  to  the  nature  of  the  complaint,  1 believe 
that  it  is  the  result  of  exercise,  wliicli  has  produced  inflam- 
mation of  the  internal  linings  of  the  joints,  and  fi  e(|uently  of 
the  synovial  metnbrane.  'I'he  action  of  the  joint  leads  to  the 
inflammation;  for  you  find  that  a child,  after  vvalking,  taken, 
as  it  frequently  is,  to  a distance  from  its  place  of  residence, 
and  the  parent  forgetting  that  it  has  to  make  two  or  three 
steps  toiler  one,  and  its  attention  being  kept  up  by  the  pros- 
pect of  amusement,  I say,  that,  in  these  cases,  you  will^find 
the  child  on  the  following  day  complaining  of  pain  in  the 
joinUs.  A medical  man  is  consulted,  who  finds  swelling  and 
signs  of  inflammation  of  the  joint  ; inflammation  of  the  sy- 
novial membrane  comes  on,  which  leads  to  the  absorjition  of 
the  cartilages,  and  sometimes  bone  : for  my  own  ))art,  I be- 
lieve it  is  the  internal  lining  of  joints  which  is  originally 
affected . 

Mr.  Brodie  (whom  I am  proud  to  call  my  friend,)  has  writ- 
ten a work  on  diseases  of  the  joints,  which  cannot  be  too 
carefully  iierused  by  those  who  wish  to  become  acquainted 
with  these  affections  ; and  he  is  more  disposed  than  I am  to 
think  tliat  the  disease  commences  in  the  cartilages.  I am  of 
opinion  that  the  synovial  membrane  is  at  first  attacked,  and 
then  that  the  complaint  gradually  e.xtends  to  the  other  parts. 
It,  however,  matters  little,  for  the  same  treatment  is  to  be 
pursuid  whether  the  disease  originate  in  the  cartilage  or  the 
internal  lining  of  the  joint. 

TrealmeiU  of  Scrofulous  Affectious  of  the  Joints. — The 
treatment  required  in  these  complaints  is  as  follows  ; — The 
great  object  is  to  preserve  the  limb  in  a state  of  rest ; this  is 
So  obviously  necessary  for  an  inflamed  ))art,  that  every  man 
will  see  the  reasons  for  attending  to  it.  If  1 had  inflammation 
of  the  hand,  should  1 expect  that  inflammation  would  cease 
unles.s  J kept  my  limb  quiet,  and  in  a state  of  rest  1 And  is  it 
not  equally  absurd  to  imagine  that  an  inflammation  of  the 
joint  will  lie  subdued  unless  that  joint  be  kept  in  a state  of 
perfect  rest  ? I will  not  say  that  the  body  should  always  be 
kej)t  at  rest,  but  only  the  limb  affected.  This  may  be  often 
secured,  so  tliat  it  shall  remain  quiet,  although  the  body  is  in 
excicise.  Next  in  importance  to  rest  is  the  reducing  the 
heat  of  the  part.  Evaporating  lotions  of  water  and  spirits  of 
wine,  or  the  liquor  jilumbi  .superacetatis  dilutus,  with  spirits 
of  wine  and  water,  should  be  employed.  Rhubarb,  and  the 
submuriate  of  mercury  ought  to  be  given  once  a-day,  or 
every  second  day.  Suppose,  however,  that  the  disease  ad- 
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vanccs,  and  is  not  subdued,  it  will  be  necessary  to  employ 
some  local  counter-irritant.  Blisters,  tartar  emetic  ointment, 
vinegar  poultices,  issues  and  setons,  are  the  various  means 
used  for  this  purpose.  If  the  joint  suppurates,  it  will  be  best 
not  to  apply  is.sues  or  setons  close  to  the  joint.  Mr.  Cline 
tried  once  to  investigate  this  point,  and  the  result  of  his  ob- 
servation was,  that  if  setons  and  blisters  were  employed,  they 
should  be  employed  at  some  little  distance  from  the  joint. 
Blisters  may  be  applied  over  the  joint,  but  they  should  not 
be  so  large  as  to  produce  considerable  irritation  ; they  should 
be  kejtt  open  by  the  unguentum  sabinac.  Depend  on  it  this  Is 
the  best  treatment ; the  tartar  emetic  ointment  is  a useful  ir- 
ritant, in  the  proportion  of  a drachm  of  the  tartarized  anti- 
mony to  an  ounce  of  spermaceti  ointment.  When  the  irrita- 
tion has,  by  evaporating  lotions,  and  other  means,  been 
lessened,  no  motimi  being  at  all  employed,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  put  a splint  under  the  limb,  e.xtending  from  the  ham 
to  the  heel,  and  then  to  use  friction,  so  that  the  joint  may  in 
time  be  restored  to  use.  If  no  friction  or  passive  motion  be 
employed,  there  will  be  no  chance  of  restoring  the  limb.  This 
was  the  advantage  of  the  late  Mr.  Grosvenor’s  plan,  of  Ox- 
ford. I will  not  say  that  friction,  when  the  inflammation  is 
going  on,  is  not  injudicious  ; but  I mean  that  when  in- 
flammation is  subdued  you  are  not  to  leave  the  joint  in  a 
state  of  rest,  but  to  use  friction.  Let  me  put  you  on  your 
guard  with  respect  to  cases  of  common  inflammation ; in 
them  you  may  employ  motion  earlier  than  in  scrofulous  dis- 
ease. There  is  such  a disposition  to  a return  of  these  last 
affections,  that  you  should  never  give  any  pain  in  the  motion 
you  use  ; the  exercise  should  be  so  employed  as  not  to  excite 
the  least  uneasiness  in  taking  it. 

The  next  circumstance  to  be  considered  is,  when  does  am- 
putation become  necessary.’  Formerly,  limbs  used  to  be 
amputated  for  scrofulous  affections  much  more  frequently 
than  at  the  present  day.  The  reason  we  seldom  amputate  is, 
that  the  affected  limb  may,  with  care  and  management,  be 
often  made  more  useful  than  an  artificial  one.  In  enlarge- 
ments of  the  knee  and  ankle,  it  may  be  necessary  now  and 
then  to  amputate  : but  it  ought  never  to  be  done  unless  the 
patient  is  labouring  under  great  constitutional  irritation, 
which  threatens  destruction  to  his  life,  or  the  limb  has  un- 
dergone such  changes  that  it  is  not  likely  to  be  useful  here- 
after. For  instance,  in  cases  of  scrofulous  affections  of  the 
ankle  joint,  the  foot  often  remains  extended,  and  the  patient 
is  only  able  to  walk  on  his  toes.  Here  an  artificial  foot  would 
be  much  better  than  the  iiatural  one.  In  scrofulous  diseases 
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of  the  knee-joint,  tlie  tibia  is  often  dislocated  forwards.  You 
saw  a case  lately  over  the  way,  of  this  description  ; the  de- 
formity will  always  remain,  and  the  limb  be  of  little  use. 
Amputation  of  the  fingers  and  wrist  is  occasioually  performed  j 
that  of  the  arm  very  rarely. 


LECTURE  LXVIII. 


I SHALL  now  proceed  to  speak  of  diseases  of  the  hip-joint, 
psoas  and  lumbar  abscess,  and  vertebral  diseases. 

Diseases  of  the  hip  joint. 

Diseases  of  the  hip  joint  are  more  liable  to  he  mistaken 
than  scrofulous  diseases  of  any  other  part  of  the  body  ; much 
error  prevails  with  respect  to  them.  The  first  circumstance 
which  indicates  disease  of  the  hip  joint  is  some  degree  of 
lameness  and  pain  in  the  knee.  'I'he  motions  of  the  joint 
are  impeded  ; extension  is  performed  with  difficulty ; the 
child’s  knee  is  bent,  aud  the  heel  on  the  diseased  side  scarcely 
rests  upon  the  ground.  Besides  this  incapacity  for  extension, 
great  difficulty  is  experienced  in  the  flexion  of  the  joint. 
Thus,  if  you  attempt  to  bend  the  knee  towards  the  abdo- 
men, the  child  shrinks  from  the  touch,  and  complains  of  pain. 
If  you  throw  something  on  the  floor,  and  desire  the  child  to 
pick  it  up,  you  will  observe  that,  in  attempting  to  get  pos- 
session of  it,  it  bends  only  the  sound  knee.  If  you  say,  “ Let 
me  see  you  put  your  foot  on  the  chair  the  child  does  this 
readily  enough  with  the  sound  leg,  but  is  incapable  of  doing 
it  with  the  other,  in  consequence  of  the  confined  state  of  the 
flexion  of  the  joint.  The  rotation  of  the  joint  is  also  im- 
peded ; more  especially  the  rotation  inwards,  which  cannot 
be  attempted  without  great  pain  and  uneasiness.  There  is 
apparently  a difference  in  the  length  of  the  limb  ; the  un- 
sound limb  at  first  appears  longer  than  the  other.  It  is  pos- 
sible that  an  effusion  into  the  head  of  the  joint  may  push 
down  the  limb  a little,  but  1 doubt  whether  this  has  any  in- 
fluence ill  producing  an  elongated  appearance  of  the  limb. 
The  length  of  the  limb  is  not  really  increased,  but  an  appear- 
ance of  elongation  is  produced  by  the  parietes  being  depressed 
on  the  diseased  side;  if  you  draw  a line  from  the  spinous 
process  of  the  ilium  from  one  side  to  the  other,  you  will  find 
the  difference  of  an  inch.  After  a short  time,  indeed,  a con- 
siderable reduction  takes  place  in  the  length  of  the  limb,  the 
reason  for  which  you  will  immediately  see. 

When  you  endeavour  to  ascertain  whether  disease  of  the 
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hip  joint  exists  or  not,  you  should  first  place  the  patient  on 
his  back,  and  examine  whether  the  sides  of  the  pelvis  are 
equal ; the  pelvis  will  be  lower  ou  the  diseased  side.  Having 
placed  the  patient  in  the  recumbent  posture,  you  will  then 
bend  the  knee  towards  the  abdomen,  which,  if  there  be  dis- 
ease of  the  hip  joint,  will  occasion  considerable  pain.  In  ro- 
tating the  joint  also,  much  p.aiii  will  be  excited  in  conse- 
quence of  its  stiffened  state.  You  will  then  turn  the  patient 
on  his  face,  and  observe  whether  the  nates  arc  lower  on  one 
side  than  on  the  other  : there  is  generally  a dilference  of  an 
inch  or  more  on  the  diseased  side.  These  are  the  common 
characters  of  this  disease.  On  dissection  you  find  the  follow- 
ing circumstances  : — In  the  first  place,  a quantity  of  adhesive 
matter  is  poured  out  about  tlie  joint ; the  ligaments  are  much 
thickened  ; the  synovial  surface  is  inflamed,  and  often  slightly 
ulcerated;  the  cartilages  of  the  joint  are  ulcerated;  and, 
lastly,  the  bone  itself  is  sbmetimes  absorbed — not  only  the 
head  of  the  bone  wliich  enters  the  acetabulum,  but  the  ace- 
tabulum itself.  You  will  find  examples  of  all  these  appearances 
in  the  preparations  on  the  table;  there  is  one  in  which  the 
head  of  the  bone  has  been  absorbed  from  ulceration,  and 
another  in  which  the  cavity  of  the  acetabulum  has  undergone 
a remarkable  alteration,  the  upper  part  of  it  having  been 
absorbed.  Abscesses  are  frequently  formed  in  diseases  of  the 
hip  joint,  which  take  different  directions  ; in  general  their 
course  is  down  the  thigh,  between  the  trochanters  and  the 
outer  surface  of  the  thigh,  where  they  break.  Sometimes  they 
occur  in  the  upper  part  of  the  thigh  ; there  is  an  example  in 
the  collection,  in  which  an  abscess  occurred  in  the  direction 
of  the  femoral  artery ; and,  by  its  pressure  occasioned  the 
absorption  of  a considerable  portion  of  the  vessel  itself.  Some- 
times the  abscess  breaks  into  the  rectum  ; there  is  an  e.xampie 
of  this  in  a preparation  on  the  table,  where  you  will  perceive 
the  rectum  very  considerably  enlarged  at  the  place  into  which 
the  abscess  has  broken.  Abscesses  sometimes  take  their  course 
into  the  vagina,  from  whence  the  matter  is  discharged ; an  in- 
stance of  this  kind  occurred  recently  in  a child  of  eleven  years 
of  age.  It  will  be  right,  therefore,  to  mention  to  the  friends 
of  the  patient,  that  there  is  great  variety  as  to  the  course  which 
abscesses  take  in  this  disease. 

The  cause  of  this  disease  is,  in  general,  too  much  exertion; 
too  long  a walk,  for  instance,  for  the  strength  of  the  patient, 
which  produces  inflammation  of  the  synovial  surface. 

Treatment  of  Diseases  of  the  Hip  Joint. — With  respect  to 
the  treatment  of  this  disease,  you  will  observe,  during  the 
inflammatory  stages,  the.  same  plan  which  I have  recoin- 
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mended  to  you  in  the  treatment  of  scrofulous  complaints.  It 
may  be  observed,  generally,  that  if  you  do  not  cure  a case  of 
diseased  hip-joint  in  a few  weeks,  from  six  to  teu  weeks,  for 
instance,  you  will  not  succeed  at  all.  In  the  first  place,  the 
recumbent  posture,  and  as  much  rest  as  possible,  should  be 
strictly  enjoined.  If  there  is  much  pain,  leeches  should  be 
applied  ; evaporating  lotions  should  also  be  employed  the 
first  few  days.  If  you  do  not  find  the  inflammation  yield  in 
a few  days,  it  will  be  right  to  put  a large  blister  over  the 
part,  and  to  keep  it  open  with  the  unguentum  sabinse  for  a 
considerable  length  of  time.  The  surface  kept  open  with  the 
savine  ointment  should  not  exceed  the  size  of  a crown  piece, 
as  you  might  otherwise  produce  too  much  irritation,  and  do 
more  harm  than  good.  Issues  and  setons  are  more  applied 
here  than  in  other  diseases  of  the  joints.  It  is  better  to  re- 
gulate the  degree  of  irritation  in  this  way,  than  to  endeavour 
to  produce  effects  by  violent  means,  which,  by  exciting  fever, 
might  only  be  adding  fuel  to  the  flame.  With  respect  to  the 
treatment  of  abscesses,  it  is  right  in  all  diseases  of  joints,  and 
especially  in  diseases  of  the  hip-joint,  to  postpone  the  open- 
ing of  them  as  long  as  you  can  ; unless  the  abscess  is  exceed- 
ingly large,  it  is  best  not  to  open  it  at  all.  The  reason  of  this 
is,  that  if  you  open  the  abscess  early,  you  expose  the  cavity  of 
the  joint  to  irritation  ; whereas,  if  you  delay  the  opening  of 
it  you  suffer  the  abscess  to  make  its  passage  to  a consider- 
able distance  from  the  joint,  so  that  the  opening  of  it  will 
not  be  liable  to  excite  much  irritation  in  the  cavity  of  the 
joint.  The  irritation  will  be  very  slight  if  you  delay  the 
opening,  but,  if  you  make  it  early,  the  effect  will  be  just  the 
same  as  if  you  were  to  make  an  incision  into  the  joint.  Give 
time  for  nature  to  perform  her  task,  and  to  fill  the  joint  it- 
self with  adhesive  matter,  as  the  abscess  extends  down  the 
limb  to  a great  distance  from  the  joint.  1 have  made  up  my 
mind  most  decidedly  on  this  point,  having  again  and  again 
had  an  opportunity  of  contrasting  both  modes  of  practice. 
When  the  disease  is  protracted,  it  would  be  cruel  and  injuri- 
ous to  the  child  to  keep  it  in  a state  of  perfect  rest,  and  it 
should  therefore  be  allowed  to  use  a crutch.  This  will  pre- 
vent the  derangement  of  the  general  health,  and  the  depres- 
sion of  mind  which  arises  from  long  confinement.  If  the 
disease  has  continued  for  any  length  of  time,  it  is  not  to  be 
expected  but  that  some  lameness  will  remain. 

Of  Veiitebral  Diseases. 

A disease,  similar  to  the  disease  in  the  joints  occasionally 
occurs  in  the  spine,  sometimes  beginning  in  the  vertebral  sub- 
stance, sometimes  in  the  bone  itself.  The  disease  of  the  ver- 


566 


ON  VERTEBRAL  DISEASES. 


tebral  substance  has  been  accurately  described  by  Mr.  Pott, 
and  I recommend  you  to  consult  bis  pamphlet,  which  con- 
tains a very  admirable  history  of  this  disease.  It  is  mani- 
fested in  the  following  manner;— The  child  complains  of  a 
fixed  pain  in  the  spine  ; the  pain,  however,  is  not  confined  to 
the  spine,  but  it  extends  down  on  each  side,  in  the  direction 
of  the  nerves,  arising  from  the  spinal  marrow.  There  are 
weakness  and  pain  in  the  back;  pain  on  the  sides,  more  on 
one  side  than  on  the  other ; and  the  nerves  arising  from  the 
spinal  marrow  are  inflamed  in  consequence  of  the  pressure 
on  the  membrane  of-the  spinal  marrow.  After  a little  time, 
there  is  a projection  of  tlie  spine  backwards,  one,  two,  or 
three,  of  the  spinous  processes  projecting  more  than  the 
others,  it  usually  happens,  that  the  lower  extremities  be- 
come affected  ; sensibility  is  diminished,  and  the  muscles  lose 
a portion  of  their  voluntary  power.  Thus,  a child  affected 
tvith  this  disease,  is  in  the  constant  habit  of  falling,  in  con- 
sequence of  a want  of  due  power  in  the  muscles.  There  is 
this  difference  between  paralysis  and  the  effect  on  the  lower 
extremities  from  this  disease,  that,  in  the  former  case,  all  ac- 
tion of  the  muscles  is  suspended ; in  the  latter,  there  is  di- 
minished power  and  spasmodic  contraction  of  the  muscles. 
The  patient  sits  with  his  legs  drawn  under  him,  and  his  heels 
towards  the  nates  ; and  there  are,  besides,  spasmodic  twitch- 
ings  of  the  limb.  If  the  lumbar  or  dorsal  vertebra;,  be  af- 
fected, there  will  be  difficulty  in  discharging  the  urine,  and 
the  fa;ces  _will  at  length  pass  off  involuntarily.  When  the 
disease  is  in  the  neck,  the  head  is  the  only  part  of  the  body, 
except  the  vital  organs,  which  retains  its  power  ; volition  is 
lost  in  all  the  parts  of  the  body  below  the  seat  of  the  disease, 
and  the  patient  is  reduced  to  the  most  abject  state  of  help- 
lessness. The  disease  of  the  spine  is  very  apt  to  produce 
abscesses,  in  the  form  of  psoas  and  lumbar  abscesses.  These 
abscesses  frequently  occasion  a very  considerable  loss  of  sub- 
stance, as  you  will  have  an  opportunity  of  observing  in  the 
preparations  which  I shall  send  round.  On  dissection,  the 
yertebrie  are  found  to  be  sometimes  vvholly,  and  sometimes 
in  part,  absorbed  ; occasionally,  four,  five,  or  more  vertebrae 
are  absorbed  ; there  is  a specimen  in  the  college,  in  which 
'pu*  wholly,  and  two  are  partially,  absorbed. 

Ihis  absorption  is  the  effect  of  pressure  on  the  spinal  canal. 
A curious  change  takes  place,  after  a time,  in  the  spinal  ca- 
nal, which  is,  that,  instead  of  being  smaller,  it  is  larger  oppo- 
site the  part  in  which  the  vertebrae  have  given  way. 

n cases  where  a cure  has  been  effected,  the  spinal  canal  is 
arger  opposite  the  part  where  the  vertebrae  have  been  ab- 
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sorbed,  than  it  is  above  or  below  the  diseased  part.  The 
mode  in  wliich  the  disease  becomes  cured,  is  by  the  u|)per 
portions  of  the  vertebr:^  falling  on  the  lower,  and  in  this  way 
anchyiosing.  This  is  not  matter  of  conjecture  ; there  are 
three  specimens  on  the  table,  in  which  you  will  see  tlie  up- 
per part  of  the  spine  bent  forwards,  so  as  to  meet  the  lower 
vertebrae,  and  in  this  way  producing  anchylosis.  This  must 
be  your  object  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease.  You  should 
keep  the  spine  of  the  child  as  much  as  possible  at  rest ; with 
this  view  the  child  should  be  kept  as  steadily  as  possible  in 
the  recumbent  posture,  so  that  the  vertebrae  may  be  suffered 
to  fall  into  contact,  and,  by  coalescing,  effect  anchylosis.  If 
you  attempt  to  keep  the  spine  straight,  you  will  defeat  the 
object  of  nature ; do  not  keep  the  patient  in  a directly  straight 
line,  but  rather  assist  nature  in  producing  the  union  of  the 
vertebrae.  Great  attention  should  be  paid  to  the  general  health 
of  the  child  ; it  should  have  the  best  of  nourishment,  taking 
care  to  avoid  any  thing  which  may  produce  feverish  excite- 
ment ; likewise  airings  in  a carriage,  care  being  taken  that 
the  body  should  not  be  shaken.  If  the  child  cannot  be  kept 
at  rest,  if  the  parents  are  unable,  or  refuse  to  observe  these 
instructions,  the  next  best  treatment  will  be  to  apply  oiio 
of  Callow’s  backs,  which  is  worn  upon  the  spine,  and  fixed 
round  the  pelvis  and  shoulders.  As  to  avoiding  deformity, 
that  is  out  of  the  question ; in  all  these  cases,  deformity  is 
inevitable  ; whatever  you  do,  this  cannot  be  prevented.  The 
words  which  now  fall  from  my  lips  you  may  recollect  at  some 
future  jieriod,  when  you  may  be  called  to  a case  of  this  kind ; 
and  I now  tell  you  that  1 have  never  met  with  an  example  in 
which  the  spine,  under  these  circumstances,  has  been  exactly 
restored  to  its  natural  state.  All  that  you  can  do  is  to  assist 
or  rather  not  to  oppose,  the  process  of  nature,  in  producing 
anchylo.sis.  Blisters,  setons  and  issues,  are  commonly  em- 
ployed, but  they  frequently  do  more  harm  than  good,  by  the 
irritation  which  they  excite  in  the  constitution  ; the  means 
on  which  you  should  chiefly  rely,  are  rest,  and  the  recumbent 
posture.  The  part  of  the  sjjine  affected  is  of  no  importance 
with  respect  to  the  cure  ; whether  it  be  the  neck,  back,  or 
loins,  there  will  be  no  difference  as  to  the  treatment,  except 
in  the  form  of  the  mechanical  means  which  may  be  employed. 
The  next  disea.ses  to  which  I shall  call  your  attention  are 
Psoas  and  Lumbau  Abscksses. 

With  respect  to  these  disea.ses,  I shall  point  out  to  you  the 
nature  of  their  treatment  very  shortly.  Disease  of  the  liga- 
ments of  the  spine  commences  between  the  ligaments  and 
the  surface  of  the  intervertebral  substance.  It  is  very  often 
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nothing  more  than  an  abscess,  from  tlie  disease  which  T liave 
just  spoken  of,  having  its  origin  in  inflammation  of  the  S|)ine, 
and  the  intervertebral  substance.  I'he  matter  spreads  till  it 
reaches  the  origin  of  the  psoas  muscle,  which  passes  into 
ulceration,  and  forms  a bag,  surrounded  by  a complete  ring. 
The  abscess  proceeds  as  far  as  tlie  tendon  of  the  muscle,  by 
Poupart’s  ligament,  and  its  further  progress  is  restrained  by 
the  tendon  : when  it  passes  under  Poupart’s  ligament,  be- 
tween the  femoral  vein  and  the  symphysis  pubis,  it  has  gene- 
rally attained  considerable  magnitude,  and  has  the  appear- 
ance of  femoral  hcrjiia.  You  may  know  this  abscess  by  the 
following  marks  ; in  tlie  first  place,  when  you  ask  the  patient 
whether  he  has  for  a long  time  had  continued  pains  in  the 
loins  ; if  he  lias  psoas  abscess,  he  will  reply,  “ Yes,  four,  five 
or  six  montlis  you  will  find  that  he  has  a difficulty  in  ex- 
tending the  thigh  ; if  he  puts  his  legs  together,  he  feels  pain 
and  tightness  in  the  groin,  and  he  has  increased  pain  in  at- 
tempting to  cxci  t the  limb,  in  consequence  of  the  psoas  mus- 
cle being  then  on  the  stretch.  An  excellent  case  of  psoas  ab- 
scess, in  which  the  symptoms  were  particularly  well  marked, 
occurred  in  the  other  hosjiital  a few  days  ago.  This  disease 
has  the  same  scat  as  femoral  hernia,  and  is,  therefore  liable 
to  be  confounded  with  it ; the  marks  which  chiefly  distin- 
guish it  from  femoral  hernia,  are  the  pain  in  the  loins,  and 
the  very  great  constitutional  disturbance  which  the  patient 
suffers  in  the  progress  of  the  disease.  If  the  abscess  forms 
on  the  side  of  the  vertebras,  instead  of  the  fore  part,  it  is 
termed  lumbar  abscess,  instead  of  psoas.  So  much  for  the 
nature  of  psoas  and  lumbar  abscess ; with  respect  to  the 
treatment,  you  must  allow  the  abscess  to  take  its  course  ; 
very  little  can  be  done  in  this  disease,  until  it  has  acquired 
considerable  magnitude.  The  use  of  issues  is  sometimes  re- 
commended in  these  cases.  Little  can  be  done,  however,  to 
prevent  its  piogrcss  when  it  is  once  formed,  and  I do  not 
know  that  any  advantage  is  to  be  derived  from  counter-irri- 
tation. Digitalis  has  been  given,  with  a view  of  promoting 
absorption,  but  I have  not  known  it  in  any  instance  succeed- 
Mr.  Cline,  senior,  once  gave  it  to  a very  considerable  extent, 
to  a boy  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  old ; the  abscess  diminished 
fora  little  time,  hut  when  the  digitalis  was  given  up,  in  con- 
sequence of  its  influence  on  the  general  health,  the  disease 
returned.  Let  the  abscess  proceed  until  you  observe  a red- 
ness or  blush  of  the  skin,  and  then  adopt  Mr.  Abernethy’s 
plan  of  making  a valvular  opening  into  the  part,  so  as  to  dis- 
charge the  matter,  and  close  the  wound  almost  immediately. 
Ihe  danger  does  not  arise  from  the  quantity  of  matter  accu- 
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Ululated,  but  from  the  irritation  produced  by  the  attempts  of 
nature  to  close  the  abscess,  and  fill  the  cavity  by  the  process 
of  adhesion.  Four  days  after  the  abscess  is  opened,  violent 
symptoms  of  constitutional  irritation  are  apt  to  come  on,  such 
as  great  depression  of  strength,  loss  of  apjietite,  and  the  pa- 
tient is  soon  reduced  to  the  lowest  extremity.  It  is  extremely 
desirable  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  these  symptoms  ; and 
the  plan  of  Mr.  Abernethy  is  the  best  that  has  ever  been  sug- 
gested by  any  surgeon,  with  a view  of  preventing  them.  You 
are  to  make  the  opcujng  obliquely,  apply  a bandage,  which  is 
fastened  round  the  abdomen,  and  endeavour  to  bring  the  sides 
of  the  abscess  as  close  together  as  possible,  in  order  to  pro- 
mote the  process  of  adhesion.  If  ulceration  should  take  place, 
the  matter  will  be  in  this  way  discharged,  and  all  you  can  do 
is  to  sujiport  the  efforts  of  nature.  1 have  frequently  seen 
patients  recover  from  this  disease.  I advise  you  to  use  all  the 
means  which  I recommended  in  the  first  lecture  on  Scrofula, 
for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  general  health  of  the  pa- 
tient. A considerable  degree  of  rest  should  be  enjoined  ; all 
exercise  is  injurious  in  this  disease.  Blisters  are  sometimes 
placed  on  the  spine,  and  issues  opposite  the  seat  of  the  disease, 
but  I am  not  sure  that  external  irritation  is  of  any  consider- 
able advantage.  1 have,  however,  seen  benefit  from  injecting 
the  abscess  ; the  injection  usually  employed  is  the  sulphate  of 
zinc,  or  aluraen.  It  promotes  the  adhesive  process  in  the 
interior  of  the  abscess,  glues  its  sides  together,  and  lessens 
purulent  secretion. 

Rachitis. 

1 shall  conclude  this  lecture  with  a few  observations  on 
the  disease  produced  by  debility  of  the  vascular  system,  which 
is  commonly  called  rickets.  It  first  manifests  itself  in  disease 
of  the  mesenteric  glands  ; the  abdomen  is  increased  iu  size, 
the  head  is  considerably  enlarged,  and  out  of  proportion  to 
the  rest  of  the  body,  so  that  the  disease  is  often  mistaken  for 
hydrocephalus.  This  arises  from  the  softened  state  of  the 
bones,  which  are  incajiahle  of  supporting  the  action  of  the 
arteries  of  the  brain,  and  the  head  and  forehead  are  conse- 
quently c.xpanded.  The  chin  is  expanded,  the  sides  of  the 
jaw  are  brought  together,  and  the  whole  of  the  features  are 
altered,  so  that,  in  general,  by  merely  looking  at  the  face  of 
a patient,  you  may  infer  from  it  the  slate  of  the  sjiine,  and 
other  parts’  of  the  body.  An  alteration  takes  place  in  the 
form  of  the  spine,  which  has  a double  curvature,  above  and 
below,  like  the  italic  .S'.  Nature  endeavours  still  to  preserve 
the  perpendicular  line  of  the  body,  by  producing  a second 
curvature  as  soon  as  one  begins,  and  the  equilibrium  is  main- 
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taiiicd,  thoiiBh  there  is  a considerable  variation  in  the  form  of 
the  spine.  The  .scapula  is  al.so  considerably  projected.  A pa- 
rent will  come  to  you  and  say,  “ I am  very  uneasy  about  my 
child’s  shoulder,  it  is  growing  out.”  You  will  judge  from 
this  alteration  in  the  shoulder,  that  there  is  .some  alteration 
in  the  form  of  the  spine  and  ribs.  Fressure  on  the  shoulder, 
therefore,  with  a view  of  remedying  this  defect,  is  a most 
absurd  and  unscientific  practice  ; it  may  give  pain,  but  can  do 
no  possible  good.  'I'he  spine,  in  these  cases,  has  given  way 
in  two  directions,  and  the  ribs  on  one  side  are  more  curved 
than  on  the  other.  This  incurvation  of  the  ribs  occasions 
the  alteration  in  the  form  of  the  scapula.  The  anterior  part 
of  the  chest  is  e.\tremely  projected  ; the  sternum  is  some- 
times sunk  between  the  cartilages  of  the  ribs,  and  sometimes 
advances  so  as  to  form  what  is  called  a chicken  breast.  'I’he 
os  humeri,  the  radius  and  ulna,  the  femur,  and  the  tibia,  all 
undergo  an  additional  curvature.  Absorption  of  some  of  the 
bones  at  length  takes  place,  and  nothing  but  the  cartilage 
remains.  When  you  feel  the  os  humeri  of  a child  under  this 
disease,  it  seems  as  if  it  had  had  a fall,  and  the  bone  had  been 
fractured  ; the  ossific  matter  is  absorbed,  aud  nothing  but 
cartilage  remains.  'I'he  same  appearance  is  frequently  ob- 
served in  the  femur  and  knee-joints  of  children  in  the  low 
alleys  of  this  town,  who  are  deprived  of  healthy  or  proper 
nourishment,  and  get  scarcely  any  thing,  perhaps,  but  a little 
gin,  which  their  mothers  give  them  by  way  of  comfort, 
though  they  give  them  nothing  to  eat.  These  are  the  mise- 
rable changes  to  which  rickety  patients  are  subject.  The 
cause  of  all  this  is,  a great  deficiency  in  the  powers  of  the 
circulation,  in  consequence  of  which  the  bones  lose  their 
phosphate  of  lime,  atid  become  spongy  at  the  extremities,  and 
the  joints,  therefore,  are  exceedingly  enlarged,  'fhe  ossific 
matter  binds  down  the  cartilages,  so  as  to  prevent  their  ex- 
pansion, hence  arises  a diminution  of  the  ossific  deposit, 
which  leads  to  the  alteration  in  the  form  of  the  bones.  With 
respect  to  the  treatment  of  these  cases,  you  will  observe  the 
same  general  |)rinciples  which  1 laid  down  in  the  first  lecture 
ou  scrofula,  and  you  will  also  resort  to  mechanical  means. 
For  the  enlargement  of  the  head  it  will  be  right  to  use  some 
sort  of  pressure ; a cap  or  a roller  round  the  head  may  be 
worn,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  growth  of  the  head, 
by  the  pressure  of  the  arteries  of  the  "brain,  'fhe  next  point 
is  to  prevent  the  curvature  of  the  sjrine,  and,  for  that  pur- 
pose, it  has  been  the  practice  to  keep  children  in  the  recum- 
bent posture  for  a great  length  of  time.  'I’his  is  a plan  which 
I by  no  means  advise  j exercise  is  absolutely  necessary  to  the 
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health  of  children,  and  1 am  glad  to  find  that  a respectable 
gentleman  at  the  west  end  of  the  town,  and  a gentleman  at 
Bath,  have  adopted  more  rational  principles  in  the  treatment 
of  this  disease.  The  cause  of  this  disease  is  debility,  and  de- 
ficiency in  the  circulation  : how  is  it  possible  then  to  give 
vigour  to  the  circulation,  if  the  child  is  kept  in  a cojifiued 
atmosphere,  and  prevented  from  taking  exercise,  and  partici- 
pating in  those  amusements  which  are  so  essential  to  health  ? 
Exercise  should  be  freely  allowed,  taking  care  only  that  it  be 
not  protracted  so  as  to  occasion  fatigue.  How,  it  may  be 
asked,  can  you  allow  exercise,  and  at  the  same  time  bring  the 
spine  into  a straight  position  ? By  giving  artificial  support  to 
the  spine.  This  may  be  etfected  by  two  springs  of  steel  added 
to  stays,  one  on  each  side  of  the  spine,  which  may  be  worn 
by  the  patient  in  any  position.  Callow’s  back  is  a good  me- 
chanical contrivance ; it  fits  to  the  back  of  the  patient,  and 
is  passed  round  the  pelvis  without  pressing  on  the  sides — the 
pressure  is  on  the  crista  of  the  ilium,  and  not  on  the  sides. 
In  the  use  of  mechanical  means,  the  great  object  should  be, 
not  to  force  the  child  into  a constrained  position,  but  merely 
to  prevent  inclination  on  one  side  or  the  other.  1 have  known 
children  laid  down  for  a length  of  time,  to  the  great  injury  of 
their  general  health,  without  producing  any  effect  on  the  dis- 
tortion. A lady,  of  great  talent  and  great  resolution,  lay  for 
twelve  months  in  the  recumbent  posture,  and  rose  with  her 
spine  in  the  same  state,  but  with  an  additional  disease  in  the 
bladder.  The  urine  was  loaded  with  an  immense  quantity  of 
mucus,  her  natural “dtdicacy  having  restrained  her  from  making 
water  as  often  as  she  had  occasion.  This  was  followed  by  a 
disease  of  the  womb,  which  proved  fatal.  I have  read  a book 
lately  with  great  pleasure ; or,  rather,  1 have  looked  through 
it,  for  I cannot  say  that  I very  often  read  a book,  in  which 
the  author  recommends  a particular  mode  of  exercise,  with 
a view  of  bringing  certain  muscles  of  the  body  into  action,  so 
as  to  oppose  resistance  where  there  is  any  deviation  from  the 
natural  form.  The  plan  is  founded  on  sound  and  rational 
principles,  and  is  well  calculated  to  have  the  effect  of  opening 
the  chest,  keeping  the  shoulders  well  back,  and  bringing  the 
spine  into  its  natural  position.  In  rickety  alFections  of  the 
knees,  horse  exercise  i.s  of  great  advantage  ; if  the  patient  is 
very  young  he  may  be  allowed  to  ride  the  rocking-horse  as 
long  as  he  likes.  'I’he  position  on  horseback  throws  the  knees 
outwards,  while  the  exercise  i.s  beneficial  to  the  general  health 
of  the  patient. 

I shall  detain  you,  gentlemen,  a few  moments  longer  on 
my  own  affairs,  and  those  of  my  colleagues.  'I'heir  feelings 
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have  been  liurt  by  the  observations  which  I made  on  the 
abuse  of  mercury,  in  the  treatment  of  patients  for  gonorrhoea 
in  these  hospitals.  Those  observations  having  been  made  for 
many  years  in  tliese  lectures,  are  not  ajjplicable  to  them. 
\VI>o  are  the  men,  gentlemen,  against  whom  it  has  been  sup- 
posed that  these  observations  were  directed  ? Are  they  men 
whom  I could  possibly  feel  disposed  to  injure  ? Mr.  Travers 
was  my  apprentice,  Mr.  Green  is  my  godson,  Mr.  Tyrrell  is 
my  nephew,  Mr.  Key  is  my  nephew,  Mr.  Morgan  was  my 
apprentice.  1 feel  proud  at  having  such  men  around  me,  and 
1 believe  at  no  former  period  has  the  surgical  department  of 
these  hospitals  been  so  well  filled  as  it  is  by  them.  I do  not 
wish  to  be  understood  as  disparaging  the  abilities  of  former 
surgeons,  but  what  1 do  say  is,  that  there  have  never,  at  any 
one  time  been  so  many  persons  officiating  as  surgeons  to 
these  hospitals  who  have  been  so  projterly  educated  to  the 
profession.  It  is  my  wish  to  uphold  the  profession,  and  it  is 
because  I wish  to  uphold  it  that  I wish  its  abuses  toj  be  cor- 
rected. 1 believe  much  good  has  already  resulted  from  my 
observations  on  the  abuse  of  mercury.  It  is  not  my  inten- 
tion to  retract  my  opinions  ; and  I am  happy  in  being  able  to 
state  that  the  present  surgeons  of  St.  Thomas’s  and  Guy’s 
have  never  pursued  the  system  of  treatment  which  I depre- 
cated in  the  lecture  on  gonorrhoea,  and  that  the  venereal 
wards  of  Guy’s  are  about  to  be  opened  within  a week  under 
new  and  improved  regulations ! I have  spoken  to  the  gentle- 
man who  rules  over  that  hospital,  and  I have  the  satisfaction 
of  stating,  that  making  patients  spit  three  half  pints  a-day 
will  no  longer  he  a part  of  the  system,  but  that  the  venereal 
wards  will  be  within  a week  opened  under  new  and  improved 
auspices.  I trust  that  harmony  and  unanimity  will  ever  be 
preserved  among  the  members  of  the  profession,  which  are 
essential  for  their  mutual  advantage,  and  the  advantage  of 
the  public ; and  it  shall  not  be  my  fault  if  that  harmony  is 
ever  disturbed. 


LECTURE  LXIX. 


On  Dislocations. 

Gentlemen,  before  considering  the  particular  dislocations,  I 
shall  make  some  general  remarks  on  these  accidents. 

A dislocation  is  the  removal  of  the  articulating  portion  of  a 
bone  from  that  surface  to  which  i(.  is  naturally  connected.  A 
limb,  when  dislocated,  is  generally  rendered  shorter  than  be- 
fore ; but  there  are  two  dislocations  in  which  the  limb  is 
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lengthened,  as  in  the  dislocation  of  the  femur  into  the  fora- 
men ovale,  and  the  dislocation  of  the  humerus  into  the  axilla. 
The  axis  of  the  limb  i.s  altered,  and  it  becomes  unnaturally 
fixed.  In  the  first  moments,  however,  of  the  dislocation, 
considerable  motion  remains,  and  the  position  is  not  so  de- 
terminately  fixed  as  it  afterwards  becomes.  The  motion  of 
the  joint  is  lost,  flexion  and  extension  are  slightly  allowed, 
but  rotation  is  completely  prevented.  There  is  a dull  con- 
fused sensation  in  the  part;  but  if  the  head  of  the  humerus 
be  thrown  into  the  axilla,  the  pain  is  very  severe,  and  sen- 
sation is  lost  in  the  fingers  from  the  pressure  on  the  axillary 
plexus.  If  the  head  of  the  femur  be  thrown  into  the  ischiatic 
notch,  the  pressnie  of  the  bone  on  the  nerves  there  occa- 
sions great  pain  and  numbness  of  the  lower  extremity.  There 
is  a slight  crepitation  when  dislocations  have  only  occurred 
for  a day  or  two,  which  is  owing  to  the  escape  of  synovia 
from  the  joint  into  the  surrounding  cellular  membrane  ; this 
becomes  thickened  by  the  absorption  of  the  more  fluid  part, 
and  crackles  under  motion ; a circumstance  which  every 
practitioner  should  be  aware  of,  as  this  is  often  mistaken  for 
fracture  ; but  it  does  not  give  that  peculiar  grating  feel  which 
the  extremities  of  the  fractured  bones  produce.  There  is  very 
great  swelling  produced  by  the  extravasation  of  blood  into 
the  cellular  tissue,  but  the  tension  arises  secondly  from  in- 
flammation. In  the  early  days  of  the  accident  these  circum- 
stances render  it  difficult  to  decide  on  the  absolute  nature  of 
the  injury;  and  the  difficulty  is  increased  exactly  in  propor- 
tion to  the  time  that  has  been  allowed  to  elapse  after  the  ac- 
cident. When,  therefore,  the  swelling  has  subsided,  the 
muscles  are  wasted,  and  the  motions  of  the  limb  impeded  in 
a particular  direction,  and  the  head  of  the  bone  can  be  dis- 
tinctly felt.  It  would  be  both  illiberal  and  unjust  to  throw  out 
any  insinuations  tending  to  the  prejudice  of  an  individual  who 
might  have  given  a different  opinion  under  circumstances  so 
much  more  unfavourable  for  forming  a correct  conclusion. 
The  blood-vessels  sometimes  sustain  great  injury  in  disloca- 
tion. In  a ca.se,  where  the  dislocation  of  the  clavicle,  at  its 
sternal  end,  occurred  backwards,  the  subclavian  artery  was 
so  much  injured  that  the  |)ulsation  at  the  wrist  was  stopped, 
and  the  circulation  carried  on  by  the  anastomosing  vessels.  In 
another  case  also,  the  brachial  artery  suffered  so  much  that  it 
was  necessary  to  tie  the  subclavian.  On  dissection  of  those 
who  die  from  dislocations  ari.'ing  from  violence,  it  is  found 
that  the  cap.'-ular  ligament  is  torn  transversely  to  a great  ex- 
tent, and  the  peculiar  ligaments  of  the  joint  arc  ruptured. 
In  dislocation  of  the  hip,  the  ligameutum  teres,  1 believe,  is 
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always  ruptured  ; frequently  a piece  of  the  cartilage  is  sepa- 
rated with  it,  and  sometimes  even  portions  of  the  bone.  In 
dislocations  of  the  os  humeri,  the  tendon  of  tlie  biceps  re- 
mains nninjui  ed,  in  the  cases  which  1 have  hitherto  seen  ; but 
the  muscles  and  tendons  connected  to  the  joint  are  very  much 
injured,  especially  the  subscapularis. 

Whenever  the  thigh-bone  is  dislocated  into  the  foramen 
ovale,  the  fibres  of  the  pectinalis  are  torn,  and  those  of  the 
adductor  are  very  much  injured.  There  is  generally  great 
extravasation,  and  sometimes  matter  forms  in  four  or  five 
days.  But  the  most  curious  cases  are  those  in  which  the 
nature  of  the  accident  has  not  been  detected.  The  head  of 
the  bone  bechmes  much  altered  in  figure,  and  this  alteration 
is  very  much  influenced  by  the  structure  on  which  it  presses, 
whether  on  the  bone  or  on  muscle.  Changes  likewise  take 
place  in  the  soft  parts,  {new  capsular  ligaments  of  condensed 
cellular  tissue  are  formed  by  the  pressure  ; the  tendons  of 
the  muscles  which  were  torn  through  become  united,  and 
the  muscles  accommodate  themselves  to  their  new  axes,  and 
the  limb  is  thus  newly,  yet  permanently,  established.  This 
account  shows  the  folly  of  attempting  to  reduce  a dislocation 
after  a long  time  Las  elapsed.  Even  in  one  case,  where  the 
disloeation  of  the  humerus  had  only  existed  six  weeks,  the 
fibres  and  tendons  of  the  subscapularis  and  teres  minor  were 
torn  through  in  attempting  to  reduce  it,  and  caused  the  death 
of  the  patient. 

Although  dislocations  generally  arise  from  violence,  and 
are  accompanied  by  laceration  of  the  ligaments  of  the  joint, 
yet  they  sometimes  happen  from  relaxation  of  the  ligaments 
only.  This  is  especially  likely  to  occur  where  there  has  been 
an  abundance  of  synovia  secreted,  which  must  have  the  effect 
of  distending  the  capsule,  thereby  weakening  the  articulation. 
The  patella  is  sometimes  dislocated  from  this  cause.  If 
muscles  are  put  and  kept  long  upon  the  stretch,  their  power 
of  contraction  is  in  a great  measure  lost ; or,  if  from  paralysis, 
they  lose  their  action,  a bone  may  be  easily  dislocated  and 
reduced  as  quickly.  A person  had  his  arm  kept  powerfully 
upon  the  stretch  for  an  liour,  by  way  of  punishment,  whilst 
on  board  a ship  in  the  East  Indies,  and  he  could  luxate  and 
reduce  his  shoulder  at  pleasure.  Dislocations  frequently 
arise  from  ulcerations  of  the  joints,  by  which  the  ligaments 
are  detached,  and  the  bones  become  altered  in  their  relation 
to  each  other — this  frequently  haitpens  in  the  hip.  There  is 
a preparation  in  the  museum,  of  the  kuee  dislocated  by  ul- 
ceration,  and  anchylosed  at  right  angles  with  the  femur. 
Dislocations  are  sometimes  accompanied  with  fracture.  At 
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the  ankle  joint  a dislocation  seldom  occurs  without  fracture 
of  the  fibula.  Sometimes  the  acetabulum  is  broken  in  dislo- 
cations of  the  hip-joint.  When  a bone  is  both  fractured  and 
dislocated,  it  is  best  to  reduce  the  dislocation  without  loss  of 
time,  taking  care  that  the  fractured  part  be  strongly  bandaged 
in  splints,  to  prevent  any  injury  being  done  to  the  muscles  ; 
for,  if  this  be  not  done  at  first,  it  cannot  afterwards,  without, 
in  all  probability,  disuniting  the  fracture.  Dislocations  are 
sometimes  partial,  at  other  times  complete.  The  ankle  is 
often  partially  dislocated,  resting  partly  on  the  astragalus,  and 
in  part  on  the  os  naviculare.  The  os  humeri  is  sometimes 
thrown  forward  against  the  coracoid  process,  resting  on  the 
edge  of  the  glenoid  cavity.  Young  persons,  and  persons  ad- 
vanced in  life,  have  more  frequently  fractures  than  disloca- 
tions. I have  known  a dislocation  of  the  hip-joint  occur  in 
a child  nine  years  old  ; but  these  accidents  are  very  rare ; 
what  are  generally  described  as  cases  of  dislocation  arise 
usually  from  ulceration,  as  I explained  to  you  when  speaking 
of  disease  in  the  hip-joint.  A compound  dislocation  is  that  in 
which  the  articulating  surfaces  .are  not  only  displaced,  but  in 
which  there  is  also  a division  of  the  integuments  and  capsular 
ligament,  by  which  the  cavity  of  the  joint  is  laid  open.  It  is 
generally  attended  with  great  danger  from  the  inflammation 
of  the  lacerated  ligament  and  synovial  membrane,  which 
speedily  succeeds ; this  is  soon  followed  by  suppuration,  and 
granulations  arise  from  the  surface  of  the  secreting  mem- 
brane. But  1 should  say  that  it  was  a very  serious  injury,  or 
otherwise,  according  to  the  treatment  which  it  receives.  It 
was  the  practice  formerly  to  poultice,  but  this  is  now  laid 
aside,  as  it  produced  a train  of  bad  symptoms,  and  seldom 
terminated  favourably.  After  reducing  the  dislocation,  bring 
the  integuments  closely  together  by  adhe.sive  plasters,  and  let 
the  joint  remain  undisturbed  for  several  days,  and  it  is  pro- 
bable that  adhesion  will  take  place.  If  there  should  be  great 
difficulty  in  reducing  the  dislocation,  as,  for  example,  in  the 
ankle,  it  is  better  to  saw  off  the  protruded  portion  of  bone, 
especially  when  there  is  great  spasmodic  action  of  the  muscles ; 
the  bone  afterwards  granulates,  and,  if  passive  motion  be  used 
in  proper  time,  a very  useful  joint  may  be  restored.  The  elbow 
is  not  likely  to  do  so  well  in  this  case  as  the  ankle  ; bnt  I 
shall  say  more  on  this  subject  when  I am  speaking  of  X\\i:  par- 
ticular dislocations. 

The  difficulty  in  reducing  a di.sloration  is  in  proportion  to 
the  time  which  has  been  allowed  to  elapse  after  the  accident. 
In  recent  ca.ses,  it  is  easily  effected,  but  if  it  has  happened  a 
few  days,  or  at  most  a few  weeks,  it  is  reduced  witli  great 
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difficulty.  Still,  however,  difficulties  arise  from  other  causes, 
which  I shall  presently  mention.  If  the  muscular  power  be 
very  great,  the  exertion  necessary  to  reduce  the  dislocation 
must  be  very  great  also.  In  such  a persoti  the  reduction  of 
the  humerus  ought  never  to  be  attempted  after  three  months  ; 
but,  if  the  patient  be  less  muscular,  four  months  should  be 
the  utmost  limit.  In  the  dislocation  of  the  thigh,  two  months 
may  be  fixed  on  as  the  time,  beyond  which  it  would  be 
wrong  to  make  any  attempt,  except  in  a ])erson  of  very  re- 
laxed fibre,  when  a little  more  time  may  be  allowed.  In 
those  cases  where  jt  has  been  said  the  dislocations  have  been 
reduced  a long  time  after  the  accident,  the  patient  has  never 
been  able  to  use  the  joint  extensively.  Difficulties  likewise 
arise  from  the  head  of  the  bone  catching  against  the  articu- 
lating cavity,  as  in  the  dislocation  of  the  thigh  bone  into  the 
foramen  ovale,  and  ischiatic  notch,  where  it  is  necessary  to 
raise  the  head  before  it  can  be  returned  : or  where  the  head 
of  the  bone  is  larger  than  its  cervix,  as  iit  dislocations  of  the 
radius,  it  was  thought  that  the  opening  in  the  capsular  liga- 
ment was  too  small,  and  therefore  impeded  the  return  of  the 
bone ; but  such  persons  must  have  forgotten  that  the  liga- 
ments are  inelastic,  and  as  the  opening  in  it  was  sufficiently 
large  to  allow  the  head  of  the  bone  to  pass  out,  so  it  mu.-t 
also  allow  it  to  be  returned  through  the  same  aperture.  'I'he 
peculiar  ligaments  of  joints  sometimes  prevent  the  reduction 
of  dislocations,  as  in  the  knee,  where  the  bone  should  he 
moved  in  such  a direction  as  to  relieve  that  ligament  which 
remains  entire.  The  ligaments  of  the  ankle  joint  are  of  ex- 
traordinary strength,  and  the  bones  of  this  joint  will  often 
rather  break  than  their  ligaments  give  way.  The  muscles 
form  the  principal  obstacle  to  the  reduction  ; the  rigid  invo- 
luntary contraction  of  the  muscles  is  immense,  and  this  power 
is  proportioned  to  the  length  of  time  which  has  elapsed  after 
the  injury ; it  continues  sometimes  even  after  death.  This 
power  is  to  he  overcome  by  general  relaxation  being  effected 
by  constitutional  remedies,  and  by  gentle  but  continued 
force.  Hence  the  great  advantage  of  considering  the  power 
and  direction  of  the  larger  muscles  previous  to  making  any 
attempts  at  reduction.  'J'he  most  powerful  mechanical  means 
would  fail,  unaided  by  constitutional  remedies.  The  consti- 
tutional means  to  be  employed  for  the  purpose  of  reduction, 
are  those  which  produce  a tendency  to  syncope,  and  this  ne- 
cessary state  may  be  best  induced  by  one  or  other  of  the  foL 
lowing  means  ; by  nausea,  bleeding,  or  the  warm  bath.  Of 
these  I consider  bleeding  as  the  most  powerful  ; but  in  recent 
cases  it  is  not  required.  That  the  effect  may  be  produced  as 
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quickly  as  possible,  the  blood  should  be  drawn  from  a large 
orifice,  and  the  patient  kept  in  the  erect  position  ; for  by  this 
inode  of  depletion  syncope  is  produced,  before  so  lars'e  a quan- 
tity of  blood,  as  might  injure  the  patient,  is  lost.  Where  the 
warm  bath  is  thought  preferable,  it  should  be  employed  at 
tlie  temperature  of  100  to  110,  and,  as  the  object  is  to  pro- 
duce fainting,  he  should  be  kept  in  it  until  this  is  effected, 
then  immediately  wrapped  in  a blanket,  and  the  mechanical 
power  applied.  It  may  also  be  accomplished  by  giving  nau- 
seating doses  of  tartarized  antimony,  as  a quarter  or  half  of  a 
grain  every  five  minutes ; and  a good  proof  of  the  effect  of 
nausea  is,  tlie  man’s  being  unable  to  lift  his  hand  on  a level 
with  his  shoulder.  As  its  action  is  rather  uncertain,  it  is 
better  to  use  it,  with  a view  of  keeping  up  the  nausea  first 
produced  by  tlie  two  preceding  measures.  Another  mode  of 
relaxing  the  muscular  power  is,  by  making  the  patient  sup- 
port a weight  with  the  dislocated  arm.  'J’he  reduction  of 
the  bone  is  to  be  attempted,  after  lessening  the  power  of  the 
muscles,  by  fixing  one  bone  and  drawing  the  other  towards 
its  socket.  The  force  should  be  gradually  applied,  and  it  is 
in  this  way  only  that  that  state  of  the  fatigue  and  relaxation 
is  pi'oduced,  which  is  sure  to  follow  continued  extension,  and 
not  attempt  at  once  to  overpower  the  action  of  the  muscles. 
Great  attention  should  be  paid  to  the  fixing  of  that  bone  in 
which  the  socket  is  placed.  If,  for  example,  in  attempting  to 
reduce  a dislocation  of  the  shoulder,  the  scapula  be  held  by 
one  person,  and  two  pull  at  the  arm,  the  scapula  is  necessa- 
rily drawn  with  the  humerus,  and  the  extension  is  very  im- 
perfectly made.  'J'he  most  effectual  mode  of  tiring  the  mus- 
cular power  is  by  the  pullies,  which  have  this  advantage  over 
extension  made  by  assistants,  that  your  force  is  gentle  and 
rantinned,  and  may  he  gradually  increased,  whereas,  the  ex- 
ertions of  assistants  are  sudden,  violent,  and  often  ill-di- 
rected, and  such  force  is  more  likely  to  produce  a tearing  of 
the  parts,  than  to  restore  the  bone  to  its  former  situation. 
First  pass  a wetted  roller  round  the  limb,  and,  over  this, 
buckle  on  the  leather  with  the  rings  to  which  the  pullies  are 
to  be  fixed.  Having  fixed  them  on,  draw  the  cord  very 
gently,  until  you  feel  the  muscles  making  some  resistance, 
then  rest  two  or  three  minutes,  and  extend  again  ; and  so 
on,  until  you  see  the  muscles  beginning  to  quiver,  and  by  a 
little  further  extension  they  will  be  overcome,  and  the  bone 
easily  slips  into  the  socket.  Sometimes  the  bone  goes  into 
the.  joint  without  producing  any  noise,  therefore  care  should 
be  taken  that  the  extension  be  not  kept  up  too  long.  It  is  not 
necessary,  in  recent  dislocations,  to  u.se  pullies,  excepting 
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those  of  the  thigh,  in  which  they  should  always  be  used  ; 
and  they  should  be  used  also  in  dislocations  of  the  shoulder, 
which  have  remained  long  unreduced.  The  best  place  to  fix 
the  pullies  is  on  tlie  bone  to  be  reduced.  The  part  from  which 
the  bone  was  dislocated  must  be  well  secured,  as  without  the 
aid  of  bandages,  the  bone  will  not  remain  in  its  situation 
until  the  muscles  surrounding  the  joint  recover  their  action. 
After  the  reduction,  rest  is  necessary  for  some  time,  to  allow 
the  ruptured  ligaments  to  unite,  which  would  be  prevented 
by  exercise.  Rest  is  the  principal  thing  to  be  attended  to; 
and  guard  against  excess  of  inflammatory  action  in  the 
joint  and  neighbouring  parts,  by  an  evaporating  lotion,  as  the 
white  wash,  and  by  the  application  of  leeches,  if  necessary. 

Dislocations  of  the  Spine, 

Or  accidents  that  are  usually  considered  such.  If  dislocation 
of  the  spine  do  ever  happen,  it  is  a very  rare  accident,  and  I 
have  never  met  with  a case  of  it.  Still  it  is  possible  that  dis- 
location of  the  cervical  vertebrae  might  happen,  as  the  articu- 
lating processes  are  more  obliquely  in  them  than  in  the  other 
vertebrae.  Dislocations  of  the  spine  seldom  occur  without  a 
fracture  of  the  articulating  processes,  or  of  the  arches  of  the 
vertebrae.  Whenever  fracture  happens,  displacement  is  gene- 
rally the  immediate  result,  and  the  s|)iual  marrow  becomes 
compressed  by  the  arches  of  the  vertebrae.  When  the  cervical 
and  dorsal  vertebrae  are  fractured,  the  spinal  marrow  is  ge- 
nerally torn,  but  in  the  lumbar  vertebrae  the  medulla  spinalis 
becomes  firmer,  and  is  not  so  easily  lacerated.  'The  symp- 
toms produced  by  pressure  on  the  spinal  marrow,  are  a loss 
of  sensibility  and  of  motion  in  the  parts  supplied  from  that 
portion  of  the  medulla  below  the  accident.  'I'he  extent  of  the 
effects  of  the  injury  must  therefore  depend  on  its  approxima- 
tion to  the  brain.  If  the  upper  vertelirae  be  injured,  sensa- 
tion is  lost  in  the  upper  extremities  ; if  the  dorsal  vertebroe, 
or  upper  lumbar,  the  lower  extremities  become  insensible ; 
and  if  the  lumbar  be  injured,  the  faeces  pass  involuntarily, 
and  the  urine  is  retained  : these  phenomena  may  be  account- 
ed for  in  this  way;  the  nerves  of  volition  supplying  the 
sphincter  ani  are  injured,  and  the  power  of  retention  is  lost, 
whilst  the  involuntary  peristaltic  action  of  the  intestines  con- 
tinues ; the  nerves  supplying  the  acceleratores  urinae,  being 
in  part  derived  from  the  cauda  equina,  have  their  functions 
destroyed,  the  will  has  no  influence  on  the  bladder,  and  the 
evacuation  of  the  urine  is  prevented,  being  opposed  by  the 
elasticity  of  the  urethra.  When  the  patient  becomes  very 
weak,  and  is  almost  dying,  the  urine  passes  away  stillatiti- 
ously  from  the  elasticity  of  the  urethra  being  diminished. 
Persons  live  sometimes  three  or  four  weeks  after  the  accident. 
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and  in  a case  or  two  tliat  I can  recollect,  they  lived  between 
three  and  four  months.  One  man,  indeed,  recovered  so  far, 
that  he  could  change  his  place  in  bed,  and  dress  himself,  but 
he  never  recovered  the  use  of  his  lower  extremities.  When 
the  injury  has  been  received  on  the  dorsal  vertebrae,  the  in- 
testines are  very  much  distended  with  air,  and  the  functions 
of  the  abdominal  viscera  are  very  much  disturbed.  A person 
having  a fracture  of  the  dorsal  vertebrae,  commonly  lives 
about  a fortnight  or  three  weeks.  One  gentleman  lived  ra- 
ther more  than  nine  mouths  after  the  accident.  But  the  time 
you  may  expect  your  patient  to  live  will  depend  very  much 
whether  the  injury  is  near  or  distant  from  the  cervical  ver- 
tebrae— whether  the  displacement  is  slight  or  otherwise,  and 
upon  the  degree  of  injury  the  spinal  marrow  has  sustained. 
If  the  ccryica/ vertebrae  be  broken,  death  soon  follows.  Pa- 
ralysis of  the  upper  extremities  is  sure  to  be  the  result,  and 
also  of  the  lower  parts  of  tlie  body,  but  this  itaralysis  is  not 
complete.  The  fourth  and  fifth  cervical  are  most  commonly 
fractured  ; the  intercostal  muscles  are  paralysed,  respiration 
is  very  difficult,  and  wholly  performed  by  the  diaphragm,  and 
the  patient  dies  sometimes  in  about  thirty  hours,  but  gene- 
rally from  three  to  seven  days.  The  abdomen  is  also  dis- 
tended from  flatulency,  as  when  the  dorsal  vertebiae  have 
been  injured.  The  other  symptoms  are  the  same  as  in  frac- 
tures below  the  cervical,  as  regards  the  lower  extremities,  the 
bladder  and  the  sphincter  ani.  If  any  of  the  cervical  verte- 
brae be  broken  above  the  fourth,  death  is  immediately  the 
result ; the  phrenic  nerve  is  paralysed,  and  the  action  of  the 
diaphragm  consequently  suspended,  and  respiration  can  bo  no 
longer  performed.  Fractures  sometimes  occur  without  dis- 
placement, and  by  adtuitting  of  unnatural  positions  of  the 
spinal  column,  produce  symptoms  of  irritation  ; and  some- 
times, by  allowing  pressure,  cause  death.  This  fiacture 
(shewing  a preparation),  without  displacement,  happened  in  a 
child  who  lived  nearly  twelve  months  after  the  accident ; he 
was  obliged  to  walk  very  carefully,  and  to  support  his  head 
with  his  hand  when  he  wanted  to  turn  towards  any  particular 
object.  On  dissection,  it  was  found  that  the  atlas  was  broken 
through,  and  that  the  processus  dentatus  of  the  second  cer- 
vical vertebrae  had  so  far  lost  its  support,  that  under  the  dif- 
ferent inclinations  of  the  head,  great  care  was  necessary  to 
prevent  its  pressing  on  the  spinal  marrow.  Sometimes,  por- 
tif)ns  of  the  .spinou.s  |)rocc.sses  are  broken  off,  but  these  affect 
the  spinal  marrow  in  no  other  way  than  that  the  blow  neces- 
sary to  accomplish  the  one,  usually  produces  a concussion  of 
the  other.  Extravasation  sometimes  takes  place  into  the 
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Spinal  canal,  from  very  severe  blows  upon  the  vertebrae,  and 
if  in  any  considerable  quantity,  produces  the  usual  symptoms 
of  compression.  From  the  cause  just  mentioned,  the  spinal 
marrow  is  also  liable  to  concussion.  'Phe  lower  extremities 
become  paralytic,  in  a degree  proportioned  to  the  violence  of 
the  injury.  The  patient  lies  in  great  pain,  and  unable  to 
raise  himkdf ; if  you  desire  him  to  draw  his  thighs  towards 
his  abdomen,  he  does  so  with  great  difficulty.  A case  of  this 
kind  was  brought  into  the  other  hospital ; he  was  cupped 
repeatedly  in  the  loins,  and  afterwards  had  a blister  applied, 
which  was  kept  open  by  ungt.  sabinae ; his  bowels  kept  open 
by  calomel  and  other  purgatives,  and  a stimulating  liniment 
rubbed  daily  on  the  lower  extremities.  In  six  weeks,  the 
motion  and  sensation  of  his  legs  had  almost  returned,  and  he 
completely  recovered  at  the  end  of  ten  weeks.  In  one  case 
of  concussion,  it  was  found,  on  dissection,  that  the  spinal 
marrow  was  lacerated,  and  the  person  died  with  paralysis  of 
the  lower  extremities  atid  abdomen.  It  was  found  in  an  ex- 
periment which  Mr.  Cline  made  on  the  spinal  marrow  of  a 
dog,  that  it  re-united  after  dividing  it,  by  pressure.  Mr.  H. 
Cline  was  the  first  man  who  took  a scientific  view  of  frac- 
tures of  the  vertebraj,  attended  with  displacement.  He  pro- 
l)Osed  removing  the  arch  of  the  displaced  vertebr®,  by  Hey’s 
saw.  He  performed  the  operation  once,  but  not  successfully, 
and  he  had  not  an  opportunity  of  repeating  it.  Mr.  Tyrrell 
very  lately  performed  the  same  operation  ; he  made  an  inci- 
sion on  the  depressed  bone,  as  the  patient  was  lying  on  his 
chest,  and  removed  the  arch  ; the  patient  lived  three  weeks 
afterwards.  On  dissection,  there  was  extensive  peritoneal 
inflammation  found,  but  from  what  cause  it  arose  is  difficult 
to  say.  There  is  no  reason  why  the  operation  should  not  be 
performed;  it  is  not  difficult ; it  gives  no  pain,  and  the  pa- 
tient cannot  recover  unless  it  be  tried  ; it  gives  him,  therefore, 
the  best  possible  chance.  There  is  a greater  probability  of 
recovery  in  the  lumbar,  than  when  the  injury  is  received  in 
the  dorsal  vertebrae. 


LECTURE  LXX. 


Gentlemen,  cases  of  dislocations  of  the  ribs  have  been  de- 
scribed by  different  authors  ; such  cases  must  be  extremely 
rare,  and  must  also  be  very  difficult  to  detect.  'I'heir  heads 
are  said  to  be  thrown  from  their  articulations  on  the  bodies 
of  the  vertebr®.  But  I have  never  seen  such  a case.  There 
is  frequently  a great  irregularity  of  the  cartilages,  which  is 
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mistaken  for  dislocation.  This  arises  from  constitutional 
weakness,  the  arch  of  the  rib  is  diminished,  the  sides  flat- 
tened, and  therefore  the  extremity  of  the  ribs  with  the  cartil- 
ages thrust  forward.  Mt  is  generally  the  result  of  rickets. 
Very  rarely  a cartilage  may  be  torn  from  its  connexion  with 
the  sternal  end  of  the  rib,  and  projects  over  its  surface.  The 
same  treatment  would  be  necessary  as  in  fracture  of  the  ribs. 
Desire  the  patient  to  make  a deep  inspiration,  then  depress 
the  projecting  cartilage,  put  a wetted  pasteboard  splint  upon 
the  part,  and  apply  a flannel  roller  over  it. 

Of  Dislocations  of  thf.  Clavicle. 

The  sternal  end  of  the  clavicle  is  dislocated  in  two  directions, 
forwards  and  backwards,  most  frequently  forwards,  when 
it  is  thrown  upon  the  fore  and  upper  part  of  the  sternum. 
This  accident  may  be  readily  distinguished  by  the  swelling 
seen  on  the  upper  part  of  the  sternum;  and,  if  the  fingers  be 
carried  upon  the  surface  of  the  sternum  upwards,  this  pro- 
jection stops  them  ; but,  if  there  be  any  doubt  about  it,  place 
your  knee  against  the  spine,  draw  the  shoulders  backwards, 
and  the  clavicle  sinks  into  it  natural  situation ; but,  imme- 
diately you  uncover  the  extension,  the  swelling  again  pro- 
trudes. If  the  shoulder  be  elevated  the  projection  descends, 
if  the  shoulder  be  drawn  downwards  the  extremity  of  the 
clavicle  passes  upwards  towards  the  neck.  The  motions  of 
the  clavicle  are  painful,  and  those  of  the  shoulder  performed 
with  difficulty.  In  a thin  person,  you  see  immediately  the 
nature  of  the  accident;  but  in  a stout  person  it  is  sometimes 
difficult.  The  reduction  is  easily  effected  in  the  way  just 
pointed  out : apply  the  clavicular  bandage.  The  arm  does 
not  require  to  be  supported.  The  second  dislocation  is  back- 
wards, behind  the  sternum  : this  is  a very  rare  dislocation. 
I have  never  seen  a case  of  it  arising  from  injury,  but  it  has 
happened  from  great  deformity  of  the  spine,  which  advanced 
the  scapula,  and  did  not  leave  sufficient  room  for  the  clavicle 
between  the  scapula  and  sternum,  and  it  gradually  glided  be- 
hind the  sternum  ; and  the  pressure  of  the  end  of  the  bone 
was  so  great  on  the  oesophagus,  as  to  require  its  removal.  It 
does  not  produce  much  difficulty  of  breathing,  because  the 
trachea  is  pushed  to  the  other  side  ; but  the  oesophagus  is 
compressed,  and  produces  great  difficulty  of  swallowing. 
When  it  arises  from  deformity  of  the  spine,  there  is  no  mode 
of  reducing  it.  In  the  case  just  mentioned,  the  clavicle  was 
sawn  through  about  one  inch  from  the  sternum,  by  Ulr. 
Davis,  late  of  Bungay,  in  .Suffolk,  and  very  carefully  dissected 
out.  This  was  a very  bold  ojicration,  but  it  succeeded  per- 
fectly. None  but  an  excellent  anatomist  would  have  dared 
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to  attempt  it.  The  scapular  end  is  more  frequently  dislocated 
than  the  sternal.  It  may  be  detected  by  putting  the  finger  on 
the  spine  of  the  scapula,  and  tracing  it  forwards  towards  the 
acromion,  where  the  finger  will  be  stopped  by  the  projecting 
portion  of  the  clavicle.  The  shoulder  will  be  depressed,  and 
drawn  inwards  towards  the  sternum,  and  from  tlie  projection 
of  the  clavicle  it  will  appear  flattened,  somethiny  like  the 
dislocation  into  the  axilla.  This  happens  from  the  scapula 
having  lost  its  support,  it  being  the  office  of  the  clavicle  to 
separate  the  shoulder  widely  from  the  sternum,  to  allow  of 
more  extensive  motion.  In  the  reduction  of  this  dislocation, 
you  may  use  the  mode  that  was  employed  in  the  dislocation 
at  the  sternal  end.  Let  the  knee  be  put  between  the  pa- 
tient’s shoulders,  and  draw  them  backwards  and  upward.s, 
and  the  clavicle  immediately  is  brought  into  its  place.  Then 
put  a thick  cushion  into  each  axilla,  to  keep  the  scapula  from 
the  side,  to  raise  it,  and  to  prevent  the  axilla  from  being  in- 
jured by  the  bandages.  Then  the  clavicular  bandage  is  to  be 
ap|)lied,  and  its  straps  should  be  broad  enough  to  press  upon 
the  clavicle  and  scapula.  The  arm  should  be  supported  in  a 
short  sling,  so  as  to  keep  the  scapula  well  up.  These  acci- 
dents, with  the  best  treatment,  will  generally  leave  some  de- 
formity; and  it  is  better,  therefore,  when  first  called  to  the 
accident,  to  state  this  to  the  patient,  as  he  may  otherwise 
suppose  that  it  has  arisen  from  your  negligence  or  ignorance. 
You  may,  at  the  same  time,  inform  him,  that  a very  good 
use  of  the  limb  will  be  restored,  although  a slight  alteration  of 
the  natural  form  of  the  parts  may  remain,  .such  as  a little 
projection  on  the  sternum,  or  on  the  sternal  extremity  of  the 
clavicle. 

The  humerus  is  liable  to  be  dislocated  in  four  directions. 
T'he  first  and  most  common  of  these  is  downwards  and  in- 
wards into  the  axilla;  the  bone  here  rests  on  the  inner  side 
of  the  inferior  costa  of  the  scapula.  It  may  be  known  by  the 
projection  of  the  acromion,  by  the  natural  rotundity  of  the 
shoulder  being  lost,  by  the  deltoid  being  flattened  and  dragged 
down  with  the  head  of  the  bone.  The  arm  is  rather  longer 
than  the  other,  and  the  elbow  is  carried  from  the  side.  Al- 
though the  arm  is  longer  than  natural  in  a recent  dislocation, 
yet,  if  the  accident  has  been  of  some  duration,  the  head  of  the 
bone  becomes  imbedded  in  the  soft  parts,  and  the  limb  is 
then  shortened.  The  elbow  is,  with  difficulty  brought  to  the 
side,  from  the  head  of  the  bone  being,  in  this  attentpt,  pressed 
upon  the  axillary  plexus  of  nerves,  and  the  patient  will  gene- 
rally come  to  you  supporting  the  arm  with  the  other  hand, 
to  prevent  its  weight  pres.sing  upon  these  nerves.  If  the  elbow 
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be  carried  outwards,  nearly  at  ri«ht  angles  with  the  truTik, 
the  head  of  the  bone  can  be  distinctly  felt  in  the  axilla  ; but 
this  cannot  be  done  if  the  elbow  be  allowed  to  remain  close 
to  the  side.  The  raising  the  elbow  throws  the  head  of  the 
bone  downwards,  and  more  into  the.  axilla,  and  therefore  can 
be  more  easily  felt  in  the  axilla.  The  motion  of  the  joint  up- 
wards and  outwards  is  in  a great  measure  lost,  and  therefore 
the  patient  cannot  raise  his  hand  to  his  head.  This  question 
is  generally  asked,  “ Can  you  raise  your  hand  to  your  head?” 
The  answer  invariably  is,  that  he  cannot ; and  you  imme- 
diately make  up  your  mind  that  it  is  a dislocation.  The  pa- 
tient can  swing  his  arm  a little  forwards  and  backwards  as 
it  hangs  by  his  side.  'J'he  central  axis  of  the  limb  may  also 
be  ob.served  to  run  into  the  axilla.  'I'here  is  usually  a numb- 
ness in  the  fingers,  from  the  pressure  of  the  head  of  the  bone 
on  the  axillary  plexus.  Well,  then,  the  principal  marks  of 
the  accident  will  be,  the  falling  of  the  shoulder,  the  presence 
of  the  head  of  the  bone  in  the  axilla,  and  the  loss  of  the  na- 
tural motions  of  the  joint.  But  in  a short  time  these  appear- 
ance.s  are  le.ss  decisive,  from  the  extravasation  and  tension 
which  follo\^.  The  common  causes  of  a dislocation  of  the 
humerus  into  tlie  axilla,  are,  — falls  upon  the  hand  while  the 
ai'm  is  much  raised  ; or  by  a fall  upon  the  elbow  when  the 
arm  is  rai.'ed  from  the  side,  by  which  the  head  of  the  bone  is 
thrown  downwards.  But  the  most  frequent  cause  of  this 
accident  is  a fall  directly  on  the  slioulder  on  some  project- 
ing body,  by  which  the  head  of  the  bone  is  suddenly  driven 
downwards. 

Dislocations  are  very  apt  to  recur  from  very  slight  causes. 
If  the  muscular  power  he  considerable,  or  if  the  accident  has 
occurred  a few  days,  the  reduction  is  usually  accomplished  in 
the  following  way  : place  the  patient  in,  a chair,  let  the  sca- 
])nla  be  well  secured  by  a bandage  passed  over  it,  with  a slit 
in  it  to  receive  the  arm,  and  buckled  over  the  acromion  : this 
keep.'i  the  bandage  close  up  in  the  axilla,  and  more  completely 
fixes  the  scapula  ; or  it  may  be  done  by  a towel  folded  round 
the  scapula,  and  tied  close  above  the  acromion.  Pass  a wet- 
ted roller  round  the  arm,  just  above  the  elbow,  to  protect 
the  skin,  and  upon  this  a strong  worsted  tape  is  to  be  fast- 
ened with  what  the  sailors  call  the  clove-hitch  ; the  arm 
should  be  raised  at  right  angles  with  the  body,  or  a little 
above  it,  to  relax  the  deltoid  and  super-spinatus.  Two  per- 
sons should  now  make  extension  from  the  bandage  fastened 
to  the  arm,  and  two  from  the  scapular  bandage,  with  a steady 
and  equal  force.  After  the  extension  has  been  made  a few 
minutes,  the  surgeon  should  place  his  knee  in  the  axilla. 
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resting  liis  foot  on  the  chair  on  which  the  patient  sits,  and 
raise  his  knee  by  extendjng  his  foot ; and  placing  his  hand  at 
the  same  time  on  the  acromion,  he  pushes  it  downwards, 
when  the  head  of  the  bone  usually  slips  into  its  place.  While 
the  extension  is  making,  a gentle  rotatory  motion  will  dimi- 
nish the  counteracting  power  of  the  muscles,  and  assist  the 
reduction  ; the  foi-e-arm  should  be  bent  to  nearly  right  angles 
with  the  upper  arm.  If  the  limb  has  been  a long  time  dislo- 
cated, and  if  the  muscles  are  so  firmly  contracted  that  the 
force  to  be  applied  in  the  way  1 have  just  recommended  does 
not  succeed,  tlie  reduction  must  be  attempted  by  means  of  the 
puHies  ; more  on  account  of  employing  the  force  gradually 
and  equally,  than  of  their  increase  in  power.  The  patient 
should  sit  between  two  staples  to  be  fixed  in  the  wall,  the 
bandages  are  to  be  applied  in  the  way  before  described,  and 
the  surgeon  should  draw  the  pulley  himself,  and  the  degree 
of  extension  be  gradually  increased  until  the  patient  com- 
plains of  pain,  then  stop  a little  and  extend  again.  (Here  I 
may  mention  to  you  the  great  advantage  to  be  gained  in  en- 
gaging the  patient’s  attention,  and  directing  it  to  some  other 
object  during  the  attempt  at  reduction).  Then  e.xtend  the 
arm  again,  and  continue  it  until  the  patient  again  complains ; 
and  thus,  at  intervals  of  three  or  four  minutes,  you  may  con- 
tinue the  extension  for  a quarter  of  an  hour.  If  this  plan 
should  not  succeed,  you  must  use  the  constitutional  measures 
before  pointed  out,  and  try  the  extension  again.  But  in  the 
hospital  I generally  order,  when  I expect  much  resistance, 
the  warm  bath  and  Tiauseating  doses  of  tartarized  antimony 
to  precede  the  apjilication  of  the  puliies. 

_ If  the  patient  should  be  an  elderly  lady,  or  a relaxed,  ema- 
ciated person,  you  may  generally  succeed  in  reducing  the 
dislocation  in  this  way  : — Put  the  person  in  a low  chair  ; 
carry  the  knee  into  the  axilla,  by  separating  the  arm  suffi- 
ciently from  the  side,  and  let  your  foot  rest  on  the  foot  of  the 
chair;  take  hold  of  the  arm  firmly,  just  above  the  condyles, 
with  one  hand,  and  place  the  other  on  the  shoulder;  draw 
the  arm  over  the  knee,  raise  the  knee  a little  at  the  same 
time,  and  depress  the  shoulder  with  the  other  hand  ; when 
the  bone  will  generally  slip  into  its  socket.  But  the  mode  I 
usually  adopt,  in  all  recent  cases,  is  the  following  : — Lay  the 
patient  on  his  back,  either  on  a bed  or  sofa,  and  bring  him 
near  to  the  edge  of  it ; let  a towel  be  passed  over  the  scapula, 
in  the  manner  before  mentioned,  and  given  to  a person  to 
hold  last ; then  tie  a handkerchief  above  the  elbow,  having 
previously  passed  a wetted  roller  round  the  arm,  carry  the 
patient’s  arm  from  his  side,  and  sit  yourself  on  the  edge  of 
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the  bed ; then  place  your  heel  in  the  axilla,  and  extend  the 
arm  ; draw  steadily  for  three  or  four,  minutes,  and  tlie  bone 
is  replaced.  If  more  force  should  be  necessary  than  you  can 
make  with  the  handkerchief,  you  can  pass  a towel  round  the 
arm  in  its  stead,  and  let  two  or  three  persons  pull  at  it,  the 
heerbeinp  still  kept  in  the  axilla.  This  plan  J should  recom- 
mend yon  to  adopt  In  ordinary  cases. 

The  second  dislocation  is  forwards,  beneath  the  clavicle, 
upon  the  .second  rib,  and  having  the  coracoid  process  on  its 
outer  side.  This  accident  is  more  easily  ascertained  than  the 
dislocation  into  the  axilla.  The  projection  of  the  acromion 
appears  greater,  from  the  depiession  of  the  deltoid  being 
more  considerable.  There  is  a prominence  to  be  observed 
beneath  the  middle  of  the  clavicle  ; and,  on  rotating  the 
arm,  the  bead  of  the  bone  may  be  felt  to  roll;  the  elbow  is 
thrown  from  the  side,  and  at  the  same  time  carried  back- 
wards ; and  the  motions  of  the  arm  are  more  confined  than 
in  the  dislocation  into  the  axilla.  The  pain  attending  this 
accident  is  slighter  than  the  one  just  mentioned,  because  the 
axill.ary  plexus  of  nerves  is  not  compressed.  'I'hese  marks 
place  the  nature  of  the  accident  beyond  all  doubt. 

'The  reduction  is  to  be  effected  by  the  same  means  as  in 
the  former  dislocation.  The  same  bandage  should  be  used, 
and  the  arm  bent;  but  the  direction  in  which  the  bone  is 
drawn,  is  the  principal  circumstance  to  be  attended  to.  The 
extension  must  first  he  made  otdiquely  downwards  and  back- 
wards, until  the  head  of  the  bone  has  passed  the  coracoid 
process,  then  it  may  be  raised  in  a horizontal  direction,  and, 
by  the  pressure  of  the  heel  in  the  axilla  the  bone  will  be 
easily  returned. 

The  third  dislocation  is  backwards,  on  the  dorsum  sca- 
pulaj,  ju.st  beneath  the  spine.  It  is  readily  distinguished  by 
the  projection  of  the  head  of  the  bone,  and  by  its  following 
the  movements  of  the  elbow  when  rotated.  Only  two  cases 
have  occurred  in  Guy’s  Hospital  during  thirty-eieht  years. 
The  bandages  are  to  be  applied  in  the  same  manner  as  in 
the  dislocation  into  the  axilla,  and  the  extension  made  in 
tlie  same  direction,  rotating,  at  the  same  time,  the  head  of 
the  bone  inwards. 

'The  fourth  di.slocation  of  the  humerus  is  only  partial.  It 
is  an  accident  which  frecpiently  occurs,  'fhe  head  of  the 
bone  is  tin  own  forwards  against  the  coracoid  process  ; there 
is  a hollow  at  the  back  part  of  the  shoulder  joint ; the  axis 
of  the  arm  is  thrown  inwards  and  forwards  : tin;  under  mo- 
tions of  the  arm  are  still  performed,  but  it  cannot  be  raised, 
from  its  striking  against  the  coracoid  process.  'The  liead  of 
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the  bone  may  be  felt  to  rotate.  The  reduction  is  tlie  same 
as  that  for  the  di.slocatioii  forwards,  but  the  shoulders  should 
also  be  drawn  backwards,  to  bring  the  head  of  the  bone  to 
the  glenoid  cavity.  After  the  reduction,  the  shoulders  must 
be  secured  by  the  clavicular  bandage,  or  the  bone  will  again  * 
slip  forward.s  against  the  coracoid  process.  An  injury  of 
great  violence  may  occasion  the  head  of  the  bone  to  he 
forced  thi'ough  the  integuments  in  the  dislocation  forwaids. 
The  reduction  should  be  immediately  effected,  as  was  bcfoie 
recommended  in  tbe  dislocation  forward.s.  A suture  should 
be  introduced,  an^  lint,  di[)ped  in  blood,  applied  to  the 
wound,  and  adhesive  plaster,  to  retain  the  apposition  of  the 
wound ; the  limb  should  be  kept  close  to  the  side,  by  a 
roller  including  the  arm,  and  thus  the  least  motion  prevent- 
ed. Hy  this  treatment,  the  suppurative  inflammation  will  be 
prevented,  and  the  patient’s  life  not  endangered. 

Accidents  about  the  shoulder  joint,  with  which  dislocations 
are  liable  to  be  confounded,  are,  first,  fracture  of  the  acro- 
mion. Here  the  roundness  of  the  shoulder  is,  in  some  mea- 
sure, lost,  and  the  head  of  the  hone  drops  towards  the  axilla. 

It  may  be  readily  distinguished  by  the  shouldei'  regaining  its 
proper  shape  on  supporting  the  ai'in,  and  by  its  again  sinking 
when  that  support  is  removed.  If  you  trace  the  spine  of  the 
scapula  forwards  to  the  clavicle,  on  reaching  that  part  the 
finger  sinks  into  a depression  ; then  raise  the  arm,  and  place 
one  hand  firmly  on  the  acromion,  and  rotate  the  elbow'  with 
the  other,  and  you  will  distinctly  perceive  a crepitus.  In  the 
treatment  of  this  accident,  you  are  to  make  the  head  of  the 
os  humeri  act  as  a splint,  to  su|)port  the  detached  portion  of 
bone  : with  this  view,  then,  you  support  the  elbow  in  a short 
sling,  and  bend  the  fore-arin  across  the  chest ; put  a thick 
l)ad  between  the  elbow  and  the  side,  so  as  to  separate  it 
widely  from  it,  in  order  to  relax  the  deltoid.  Let  the  motion 
of  the  arm  be  perfectly  prevented,  by  binding  it  firmly  to  tbe 
chest  by  a roller;  the  elbow  should  be  carried  a little  back- 
wards. The  arm  should  be  kept  firmly  fixed  for  three  weeks  : 
it  will  unite  by  bone,  if  motion  be  perfectly  prevented;  but, 
as  this  is  very  difficult  to  accomplish,  the  union  is  generally 
ligamentous.  The  second  accident  is  more  likely  to  be  mis- 
taken for  dislocation  than  any  other  ; and  this  is  the  fracture 
through  the  neck  of  the  scapula.  It  is  impossible  by  mere 
inspection,  to  distinguish  this  from  dislocation  into  the  axilla. 
It  is  to  be  known  by  carrying  the  hand  over  the  shoulder, 
and  resting  the  finger  on  the  coracoid  process  ; then,  by  ro- 
tating the  arm,  a crei)itus  will  be  felt.  Let  the  surgeon  place 
his  arm  under  the  arm  of  the  patient,  and,  by  raising  it  a 
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little,  lie  restores  the  natural  appearance  of  the  joint;  but, 
by  taking  away  that  support,  the  shoulder  again  sinks.  The 
treatment  of  this  fracture  is,  to  place  a thick  pad  in  the  a.xilla, 
to  carry  the  humerus,  and  with  it  the  glenoid  cavity  out- 
wards : to  support  the  humerus  in  a short  sling,  to  preserve 
the  parts  in  apposition. 

The  clavicular  bandage  will  assist  in  keeping  the  head  of 
the  bone  outwards,  and  the  motion  of  the  arm  may  be  pre- 
vented by  confining  it  to  the  chest  by  a roller.  It  requires 
from  ten  to  twelve  weeks  for  its  recovery,  and  continnes  weak 
for  three  weeks  after. 

The  third  is  the  fracture  through  the  neck  of  the  humerus. 
This  may  be  distinguished  in  the  same  way  as  the  accident 
just  mentioned,  and,  by  passing  the  hand  over  the  shoulder- 
joint,  and  fixing  the  head  of  the  humerus  with  the  fingers, 
whilst,  at  the  same  time,  having  raised  the  elbow,  and  carried 
the  upper  part  of  the  humerus  a little  outwards,  you  will  feel 
a crepitus  on  rotating  the  elbow  ; but  the  head  of  the  bone 
does  not  follow  the  rotation  of  the  arm.  You  are  to  apply  a 
roller,  from  the  elbow  to  the  shoulder-joint,  and  put  a splint 
on  the  inner  and  outer  side  of  the  arm,  to  be  confined  by 
another  roller  ; a thick  pad  is  to  be  placed  in  the  axilla,  and 
the  arm  gently  supported  in  a sling.  'I'he  principal  difficulty 
is  to  prevent  the  pectoral  muscle  drawing  the  body  of  the 
bone  forwards  ; but  if  the  inner  splint  be  properly  applied, 
its  influence  will  be  counteracted.  It  requires'  from  three  to 
six  weeks  to  unite,  according  to  the  age  of  the  patient. 

Of  Disloc.4TIons  of  TtiE  Elbow. 

The  elbow  may  be  dislocated  in  five  directions  ; and  first 
of  the  dislocation  of  both  bones  backwards.  This  accident  is 
strongly  marked  by  the  alteration  in  the  form  of  the  joint, 
and  by  its  great  loss  of  motion.  There  is  a considerable  j)ro. 
jeciion  formed  posteriorly,  by  the  ulna  and  radius.  On  each 
.side  of  the  olecranon  there  is  a hollow  ; a large  hard  swell- 
ing is  felt  at  the  part  of  the  joint,  immediately  behind  the 
tendon  of  the  biceps,  which  is  the  extremity  of  the  humerus. 
The  hand  and  fore-arm  are  in  a state  of  supination,  and  you 
cannot  turn  them  prone.  'I'he  cause  of  the  accident  is  gene- 
rally this:  a person,  when  falling,  puts  out  his  hand  to  save 
himself ; but  the  arm  not  being  perfectly  extended,  the  wdiole 
weight  of  the  body  is  thrown  ujton  the  radius  and  ulna,  and 
they  are  forced  behind  the  axis  of  the  humerus.  'I'he  dislo- 
cation is  to  be  reduced  in  this  way  : let  the  patient  be  seated 
on  a chair  ; take  hold  of  his  wrist,  and  put  your  knee  on  the 
inner  side  of  the  elbow  joint;  then  bend  the  fore-arm,  and 
at  the  same  time  press  upon  the  radius  and  ulna  with  the 
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knee,  so  as  to  separate  them  from  the  humerus,  and  so  as  to 
throw  the  coronoid  process  of  the  ulna  from  the  posterior 
fossa  of  the  humerus,  wliere  it  is  lodged.  Whilst  this  pres- 
sure is  kept  up  by  the  knee,  the  arm  is  to  be  forcibly,  at  the 
same  time,  gradually,  bent,  and  the  hones  will  slip  into  their 
places.  After  the  reduction,  the  arm  should  be  kept  flexed, 
and  a bandage  applied,  which  should  be  kept  wet  with  an 
evaporating  lotion,  and  the  arm  supported  in  a sling.  The 
fore-arm  should  be  bent  at  rather  less  than  a right  angle  with 
the  upper  arm.  The  elbow  may  be  dislocated  laterally,  when 
the  ulna  will  be  thrawn  either  on  the  external  or  internal  con- 
dyle. When  thrown  outwards,  the  projection  is  greater  than 
in  the  dislocation  backwards:  as  the  coronoid  jtrocess,  in- 
stead of  being  lodged  in  the  posterior  fossa,  is  thrown  behind 
the  external  condyle,  and  the  radius  forms  a protuberance  be- 
hind, and  on  the  outer  side  of  the  humerus,  so  as  to  produce 
a hollow  above  it ; on  rotating  the  hand,  the  radius  may  be  felt 
to  move.  'I'he  ulna  is  sometimes  thrown  upon  the  internal 
condyle,  but  it  projects  posteriorly,  as  in  the  dislocation  out- 
wards, and  the  head  of  the  radius  is  situated  in  the  posterior 
fossa  of  the  humerus.  It  may  be  known  by  the  great  projec- 
tion of  the  e.xternal  condyle  of  the  humerus,  and  by  the  hol- 
low above  the  olecranon  on  the  inner  [and  back  part  of  the 
arm.  Its  reduction  may  be  accomplished  as  in  the  former 
dislocation,  by  bending  the  arm  over  the  knee,  without  turn- 
ing it  directly  wutwards  or  inwards  ; for,  as  soon  as  the  radius 
and  ulna  are  separated  from  the  humerus  by  the  pressure  of 
the  knee,  the  biceps  and  the  brachialis  interims,  which  have 
been  before  kept  powerfully  upon  the  stretch,  give  the  bones 
the  proper  direction  for  reduction. 

The  third  dislocation  is  backwards.  The  ulna  is  some- 
times thrown  backwards  upon  the  humerus,  whilst  the  ra- 
dius remains  in  its  proper  situation.  The  deformity  of  the 
limb  is  very  great,  by  the  fore- arm  and  hand  being  twisted  in- 
wards, whilst  the  olecranon  projects  considerably  backwards. 
The  fore-arm  cannot  be  extended,  nor  can  it  be  bent  to  more 
than  a right  angle.  It  is  rather  more  difficult  to  detect  than 
the  other  dislocation  of  the  elbow,  but  it  may  be  known  by 
the  projection  of  the  ulna,  and  the  twisting  iuwards  of  the 
fore-arm.  It  is  more  easily  reduced  than  when  both  the 
bones  are  dislocated  ; you  may  do  it  readily,  by  bending  the 
arm  over  the  knee,  and  drawing  the  fore-arm  downwards. 
In  addition  to  the  action  of  the  brachialis  interims,  the  ra- 
dius, by  resting  on  the  external  condyle,  will  act  as  a lever 
to  the  fore-arm,  in  pushing  the  os  humeri  backwards  on  the 
ulna,  when  the  arm  is  bent.  The  radius  is  sometimes  sepa- 
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rated  from  its  connexion  with  the  coionoid  process  of  the 
ulna,  and  is  thrown  forwards,  into  tlie  hollow  above  the  ex- 
ternal condyle  of  the  os  humeri,  and  upon  the  coronoid  pro- 
cess of  the  ulna.  The  fore-arm  is  slightly  bent,  but  cannot  be 
brought  to  a right  angle  with  the  upper,  nor  can  it  be  per- 
fectly extended  ; when  bent  suddenly,  the  flexion  is  checked 
by  the  head  or  the  radius  striking  against  the  fore  part  of  the 
os  humeri.  The  hand  is  between  pronation  and  supination, 
but  neither  can  be  done  perfectly,  but  it  is  nearer  pronation. 
By  carrying  the  thumb  into  the  fore  part  of  the  elbow  joint, 
and  rotating  at  the  same  time  the  hand,  the  head  of  the  radius 
will  be  felt  to  rotate  also ; and  this,  with  the  sudden  check  to 
the  bending  of  the  fore-arm,  are  the  best  marks  of  the  injury. 
This  accident  happens  from  a fall  upon  the  hand  when  the 
arm  is  cxtendetl,  and  the  radius  receives  the  weight  of  the 
body.  In  attempting  to  reduce  this  dislocation,  the  hand  should 
be  turned  supine,  the  fore-arm  should  be  bent,  and  extension 
made  from  the  hand,  without  including  the  ulna.  Nume- 
rous and  powerful  attempts  have  been  made  to  reduce  this 
dislocation,  and  frequently  without  success  ; but,  by  attend- 
ing to  the  circumstances  l^have.  just  mentioned,  I have  suc- 
ceeded in  two  or  three  cases  ; and  1 have  only  seen  six  of 
these  accidents,  and  one  of  these  W'as  a patient  of  Mr.  Cline’s. 

Of  the  dislocation  of  the  radius  backwards,  1 have  never 
seen  a case  in  the  living  body ; but  a subject  was  brought 
into  our  dissecting-room  with  this  accident : 1 have  no  doubt 
but  that  it  might  he  easily  reduced  by  bending  the  fore-arm  ; 
a bandage  should  afterwards  be  worn. 

The  dislocations  of  the  wrist  joint,  are  of  three  kinds. 
First  of  the  dislocation  of  both  bones.  This  is  not  of  very 
frequent  occurreuce ; but  the  bones  may  be  either  thrown 
backwards  or  forwards,  according  to  the  direction  of  the 
force  applied.  If  a person  in  falling  receives  his  weight  upon 
the  palm,  the  carpal  bones  are  thrown  backwards,  and  the 
radius  and  ulna  forwards.  The  marks  of  the  accident  are 
these  : a swelling  is  produced  by  the  radius  and  ulna  on  the 
fore  part  of  the  wrist,  and  a similar  swelling  is  seen  on  the 
back  part,  with  a depression  above  it.  The  hand  is  forcibly 
bent  back.  If  a person  fall  on  the  back  part  of  the  hand, 
the  carpus  is  forced  under  the  flexor  tendons,  and  the  radius 
and  ulna  are  thrown  upon  the  back  part  of  the  hand.  These 
two  projections  become  the  diagnostic  marks  of  the  acci- 
dent, and  will  distinguish  it  from  a swelling  on  the  fore- 
part of  the  hand,  about  the  flexor  tendons,  in  consequence  of 
a violent  sprain  ; as  in  this  case  there  is  only  one  swelling, 
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and  it  does  not  appear  iniincdiately  after  the  accident,  but 
gradually  increases  in  size.  The  reduction  of  this  dislocation, 
in  eitlier  form,  is  not  dilBcult.  Grasp  the  |)atieiit’s  hand  with 
your  right,  and  support  the  fore-arm  with  your  left  hand, 
whilst  an  assistant  places  his  hands  firmly  round  tlie  arm, 
just  above  tlie  elbow.  'I  hen  let  both  e.xtend,  and  the  bones 
are  soon  replaced.  Tlie  uiuscles  will  direct  the  bones  into 
the  proper  situation,  as  soon  as  the  e.xtension  is  sulliciently 
made.  A roller  should  be  applied  round  the  wrist,  wetted 
with  an  evaporating  lotion,  and  a splint  be  placed  before  and 
behind  the  fore-arm^  reaching  to  the  extremities  of  the  meta- 
carpal bones. 

The  radius  only,  is  sometimes  thrown  forwards  upon  the 
carpus  ; in  this  case,  the  outer  side  of  the  hand  is  thrown 
backwards,  and  the  inner  forwards.  The  extremity  of  the 
bone  forms  a protuberance  on  the  fore  part  of  the  wrist.  The 
e.xtension  necessary  to  reduce  this  dislocation,  and  the  after 
treatment,  are  the  same  as  when  both  bones  are  displaced. 
The  ulna  is  sometimes  separated  from  the  radius  by  the  rup- 
ture of  the  sacriform  ligament,  and  it  usually  projects  back- 
wards. It  is  known  by  its  projection  above  the  level  of  the 
os  cuneiforme,  and  by  its  being  easily  returned  by  pressure 
to  its  former  situation,  and  by  its  rising  again  when  the  pres- 
sure is  removed.  After  you  have  put  the  head  of  the  bone  in- 
to its  place,  put  a compress  of  leather  on  its  extremities,  to 
keep  it  in  a line  with  the  radius.  Splints  should  be  placed 
along  the  fore-arm,  and  a roller  applied  over  the  splints  to 
confine  them  with  firmness. 


LECTURE  LXXI. 


Dislocations  of  the  Bones  of  the  Carpus. 
Gentlemen,  a dislocation  of  a carpal  bone  is  of  very  rare 
occurrence,  and  generally  happens  to  a person,  when  fall- 
ing, receiving  the  weiglit  of  the  body  on  the  part ; and  it  is 
also  sometimes  attended  witli  a fracture  of  the  radius.  It  has 
happened,  also,'  from  relaxation  of  the  ligaments  of  the  car- 
pus. I have  known  the  os  magnum  and  tlie  os  cuneiforme, 
thrown  out  of  their  natural  situation  from  this  cause,  and 
form  a projection  at  the  back  part  of  the  wrist  on  bending 
the  hand.  This  deprives  the  person  of  the  power  of  using 
the  hand,  unless  tlie  wrist  is  at  the  same  time  supported.  In 
these  cases,  straps  of  adhesive  plaster  should  be  braced  rather 
tightly  about  the  wrist,  to  support  and  strengthen  it ; and 
also  over  these  you  should  pass  a bandage,  whicli  would  af» 
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ford  it  additional  support.  Pumping  cold  water  upon  the 
hand,  from  a considei-able  height,  is  also  very  useful,  and  rub- 
bing the  parts  afterwards  with  a coarse  towel  gives  vigour  to 
the  circulation,  and  increases  the  strength  of  the  joint. 

Sometimes  ganglia  are  mistaken  for  dislocations  of  the  car- 
pal bones  ; but  these  are  easily  removed  by  striking  them 
smartly  with  the  flat  surface  of  a book,  and  the  supposed  dis- 
location immediately  disappears. 

A compound  dislocation  of  the  carpal  bones  frequently  hap- 
pens ; it  arisess  generally,  from  the  bursting  of  guns,  or  the 
hand  being  caught  in  machinery.  In  these  cases,  one  or  two 
of  the  carpal  bones  may  be  dissected  away,  and  the  patient 
recover,  without  losing  his  hand,  and  also  preserve  a consi- 
derable degree  of  motion  in  the  part.  If,  however,  greater 
injury  be  done,  amputation  is  generally  necessary. 

I have  seldom  seen  the  metacarpal  bones  dislocated,  except 
as  the  result  of  excessive  violence.  They  are  so  firmly  con- 
nected with  the  bones  of  the  carpus,  that  great  force  is  neces- 
sary to  separate  them,  and  so  much  injury  is  done  to  the  parts 
that  amputation  is  generally  required.  These  cases  usually 
happen  from  the  bursting  of  guns,  or  the  passage  of  heavy  bo- 
dies over  the  hand.  If  it  should  happen  that  the  metacarpal 
bones  of  the  middle  and  ring  fingers  require  to  be  removed, 
you  may  bring  the  fore  and  little  fingers  so  nicely  together 
as  to  produce  little  deformity  ; that  is,  if  you  can  succeed  in 
procuring  union  by  adhesion. 

Dislocations  of  the  Fingers  and  Toes 
are  rare  ; for,  in  addition  to  their  capsular  and  lateral  liga- 
ments, their  articulations  are  powerfully  strengthened  by  the 
extensor  and  flexor  tendons.  When  the  accident  does  occur, 
it  is  more  frequently  found  between  the  first  and  second  pha- 
langes, than  between  the  second  and  third.  It  can  be  readily 
ascertained,  by  the  projection  of  the  first  phalanx  backwards, 
while  the  head  of  the  second  can  be  felt  on  the  fore  part,  al- 
though Jess  distinctly.  If  it  has  not  been  dislocated  many 
hours,  you  can  easily  reduce  it;  but,  if  it  has  been  neglected 
at.  first,  the  reduction  can  only  be  accomplished  by  long- con- 
tinued extension,  and  that,  very  steadily  applied.  It  should 
be  recollected,  to  give  the  joint  a slight  inclination  forv^ard.s, 
to  relax  the  fle.xor  muscles.  I would  never  advise  you  to  di 
vide  the  ligament  of  the  joint  in  order  to  facilitate  its  reduc- 
tion. i\o,  I have  seen  too  much  evil  attending  it  ever  to  re- 
commend such  a practice.  'J'he  dislocations  of  the  toes  are 
rather  more  difficult  to  reduce  than  the  fingers,  as  the  pha- 
langes are  much  shorter,  and  the  parts  less  easily  moved, 
from  their  being  less  stiff.  A toe  or  finger  is  sometimes 
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thrown  out  of  its  natural  situation  by  the  flexor  tendon  and 
tlieca,  or  even  the  palmar  fascia  becoming  contracted,  as  the 
effect  of  chronic  inflammation,  from  excessive  action  of  the 
parts,  as  in  rowing  or  ploughing.  When  the  thecae  are  con- 
tracted, nothing  should  he  attempted,  as  no  operation  will 
succeed  ; but  when  a thickened  band  of  fascia  appears  to  be 
the  cause  of  the  contraction,  it  may  easily  he  divided,  by  a 
pointed  bistoury  introduced  through  a very  small  wound  in 
the  integument.  The  finger  should  be  then  extended,  and 
kept  in  this  position  by  a splint. 

Dislocations  of  Hu:  Thumb. — On  account  of  the  numerous 
strong  muscles  inserted  into  the  thumb,  its  dislocations  are 
very  difficult  to  reduce.  'I'hese  muscles  nece.ssarily  oflier  great 
resistance  when  the  attempt  is  made  to  restore  the  parts  to 
their  proper  situations,  and  I consider,  therefore,  the  dishrea- 
tions  of  the  thumb  the  most  difficult  to  reduce,  especially  if 
any  time  be  allowed  to  elapse  after  the  accident  before  the 
attempt  at  reduction  be  made. 

'Vh^  metacarpal  bone  is  sometimes  dislocated  from  the  tra- 
pezium. I have  seen  many  cases  of  this  accident,  and  in 
most  of  them  I have  found  that  it  has  been  thrown  inwards, 
between  the  trapezium  and  the  root  of  the  metacarpal  bone  of 
the  fore  finger.  Considerable  pain  and  swelling  are  produced 
by  this  accident,  but  it  may  be  detected  by  the  protuberance 
formed  towards  the  palm  of  the  hand,  by  the  thumb  being 
bent  backwards,  and  not  allowing  of  its  being  brought  to- 
wards the  little  finger.  What  1 have  said  before  respecting 
the  relaxation  of  muscles  inserted  into  a dislocated  part,  is 
particularly  neces.>ary  to  be  attended  to  here.  You  know  that 
the  fle.xor  muscles  are  much  stronger  than  the  e.xtensors, 
and  you  will,  therefore,  very  much  facilitate  the  reduction  by 
giving  the  thumb  a little  inclination  towards  the  palm  of  the 
hand  ; in  this  manner  the  flexors  may  be  relaxed,  and  their 
resistance  is  diminished.  The  extension  must  be  steadily  con- 
tinued for  a con.-iiderable  time,  as  no  sudden  violence  will 
effect  the  reduction.  The  mode  of  doing  this  I shall  de- 
•scribe  presently.  If  the  bone  cannot  be  reduced  by  simple 
extension,  it  is  better  to  leave  the  case  to  the  degree  of  reco- 
very which  nature  will  in  time  produce,  than  run  any  risk  of 
injuring  the  nerves  and  blood-vessels,  by  dividing  the  muscles 
or  ligaments.  A compound  dislocation  of  this  bone  is  some- 
times produced  by  the  bursting  of  guns  ; but,  in  these  cases, 
you  can  easily  return  it  to  its  natural  situation ; and,  if  the 
flexor  tendon  should  have  escaped  unhurt,  the  person  may 
recover  useful  motion  of  the  part.  You  should  bring  the  in- 
teguments together  as  nicely  as  you  can,  confine  them  by  a 
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suture,  if  necessary,  and  over  this  put  a piece  of  lint  dipped 
in  blood,  which  is  the  best  application  ; if  necessary,  you 
must  apply  a poultice,  but  where  the  bruise  has  not  been  very 
considerable,  it  will  heal  by  the  adhesive  process.  A case  of 
this  kind  occurred  a short  time  since,  from  the  explosion  of 
a powder  flask,  in  the  hand  of  a youni;  gentleman,  at  Brent- 
ford ; the  thumb  was  only  connected  to  the  hand  by  the  ten 
dons  of  the  long  extensor  and  flexor  ; it  was  treated  in  the 
way  I have  just  recommended,  and  passive  motion  eniployod 
at  the  end  of  a fortnight,  by  which  the  motion  of  the  joint 
was  so  restored  as  to  enable  him  to  write  without  any  incon- 
venience. 

Dislocation  of  the  First  Phalanx. — In  the  simple  disloca- 
tion of  this  bone,  you  will  find  it  thrown  back  upon  the  meta- 
carpal bone,  where  it  forms  a projection  ; and  the  lower  part 
of  the  metacarpal  bone  projects  inwards,  towards  tlie  ])alm  of 
the  hand.  The  thumb  may  be  brought  towards  tlie  fingers, 
but  the  flexion  and  extension,  which  are  performed  between 
the  metacarpal  bone  and  the  first  phalanx,  are  prevented  by 
the  dislocation.  Here  also  the  direction  in  which  the  exten- 
sion is  to  be  made  must  be  attended  to  ; the  thumb  should  be 
bent  towards  the  palm,  in  order  to  relax  the  flexor  muscles, 
and  the  mode  of  applying  the  extending  force  is  as  follows, 
which  may  be  generally  adopted  in  dislocations  of  the  toes, 
thumb,  and  fingers: — In  order  to  relax  the  parts  as  much  as 
possible,  the  hand  should  be  soaked  for  a considerable  time 
in  warm  water,  a piece  of  wetted  wash-leather  is  to  be  as 
closely  wrapped  round  the  first  phalanx  as  possible  ; a tape 
about  two  yards  in  length,  should  be  fastened  on  the  leather 
with  a knot  which  will  not  slip,  such  as  the  sailors  call  the 
clove  hitch.  An  assistant  should  now  firmly  press  on  the  me- 
tacarpal bone,  by  putting  his  middle  and  first  fingers  between 
the  fore-finger  and  thumb  of  the  patient,  and  thus  make 
counter  extension,  whilst  the  surgeon,  assisted  by  others, 
draws  the  first  phalanx  from  the  metacarpal  bone,  inclining 
it  at  the  same  time  a little  towards  the  |)alm  of  the  hand.  If 
the  efforts  made  in  this  way,  after  having  been  continued  ten 
or  fifteen  minutes,  should  not  succeed,  then  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  adopt  another  plan,  which  is  this  ; in  addition  to  the 
apparatus  already  employed,  let  a strong  worsted  tape  be 
carried  between  the  metacarpal  bone  and  fore-finger,  bend 
the  fore-arm  round  a bed-post,  and  let  the  tape  be  firmly 
tied  to  it,  so  as  to  prevent  the  hand  yielding  wlien  extension 
is  made.  To  the  tape  surrounding  the  first  i)halanx,  a pulley 
IS  to  be  applied,  and  extension  made,  which  will  generally 
succeed.  With  the  greatest  care  and  attention,  and  with  tlie 
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most  persevering  efforts,  you  will  sometimes  fall  in  reducing 
this  dislocation  where  it  has  been  neglected,  and  much  time 
allowed  to  intervene  between  the  occurrence  of  the  accident 
and  your  attempts  at  reduction.  Although  this  should  be  the 
case,  no  division  of  the  parts  should  be  made,  as  the  patient 
will  have,  after  a time,  a very  useful  thumb.  In  compound 
dislocations  of  the  first  phalanx,  if  the  wound  be  large,  and 
much  difficulty  is  experienced  in  the  reduction,  I would  advise 
you  rather  to  saw  off  the  extremity  of  the  bone,  than  injure 
the  parts  further  by  the  pressure  which  would  be  necessary. 
Lint  dipped  in  blood,  should  be  applied  to  the  wound,  a roller 
lightly  jtassed  round,  and  evaporating  lotions  to  be  used  for 
several  days  until  the  wound  be  healed.  If  passive  motion  be 
begun  early,  a very  useful  joint  will  be  formed. 

A Dislocation  of  the  Second  Phalanx,  when  simple,  will  be 
best  reduced  by  grasping  firmly  the  back  of  the  first  phalanx 
with  your  fingers,  and  placing  the  thumb  on  the  fore  part  of 
the  dislocated  phalanx,  then  bending  it  on  the  first  as  much 
as  you  cau.  In  this  way  you  may  lift  the  second  over  the 
lower  part  of  the  first  phalanx,  by  making  your  thumb  the 
fulcrum.  When  theie  is  a compound  dislocation  of  this 
joint,  in  addition  to  the  sawing  off  the  ends  of  the  bone,  you 
should  pare  the  ends  of  the  tendon  smoothly  with  the  knife, 
and  if  you  then  bring  them  together,  they  will  unite.  Pas- 
sive motion  should  be  begun  at  the  end  of  a fortnight  or  three 
tveeks. 

Of  Dislocations  of  the  Lower  Jaw. 

The  lower  jaw  is  subject  to  two  species  of  dislocation,  the 
complete  and  partial.  When  the  jaw  is  completely  dislocated, 
both  its  condyles  arc  advanced  into  the  space  between  the 
surface  of  the  temporal  bone, and  zygomatic  arch.  When  it 
is  partial,  one  condyloid  process  only  advances,  whilst  the 
other  remains  in  the  articular  cavity  of  the  temporal  bone. 

The  jaw  is  known  to  be  completely  dislocated  by  the  mouth 
being  open,  and  the  patient  not  being  able  to  shut  it  by  any 
pressure  which  you  may  make  on  the  chin.  The  lower  teeth 
will  be  found  in  a line  anterior  to  the  upper.  You  may  de- 
press the  jaw  a little,  but  to  a very  inconsiderable  extent.  The 
appearance  is  just  that  of  a person  when  ya^^'ning.  There  is 
a depression  just  before  the  ametus  auditorius,  from  the  ab- 
sence of  the  condyloid  process  from  its  cavity,  and  there  is  a 
projection  of  the  cheeks,  from  the  coronoid  processes  being 
advanced  towards  the  buccinators.  The  pain,  although  severe, 
is  not  attended  with  any  dangerous  consequences ; a con- 
siderable degree  of  motion  is  recovered  by  time,  and  the  jaws 
nearly  approximated.  The  saliva  is  very  much  increased  in 
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quantity,  in  consequence  of  irritation  of  the  parotid  glands, 
and  it  dribbles  over  the  mouth.  A blow  upon  the  chin,  when 
the  mouth  is  widely  opened,  will  cause  this  accident.  Yawn- 
ing vei7  deeply  will  also  sometimes  produce  the  same  effect. 
The  jaw  has  also  been  dislocated  in  the  attempts  made  to 
draw  teeth,  by  a sudden  action  of  the  hand  when  the  mouth 
has  been  too  widely  opened.  In  the  partial  dislocation  of  the 
jaw,  the  mouth  is  not  so  widely  opened  as  in  the  complete 
dislocation,  but  the  patient  cannot  close  it,  from  the  condy- 
loid process  on  one  side  being  advanced  under  the  zygoma. 
This  accident  is  easily  distinguished,  by  the  chin  being 
thrown  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  dislocation,  the  incisor 
teeth  are  advanced  upon  the  upper  jaw,  but  are  no  longer  in 
a line  with  the  axis  of  the  face.  When  you  are  first  called 
to  this  accident,  the  patient  presents  a very  ludicrous  appear- 
ance, from  the  twist  which  is  given  to  the  face  ; it  is,  on  the 
whole,  however,  a serio-comic  spectacle.  These  dislocations 
are  generally  reduced,  by  wrapping  a handkerchief  around 
the  thumbs  ; placing  them  on  the  coronoid  processes,  and 
depressing  the  jaw,  you  force  it  backwards  as  well  as  down- 
wards, and  the  bone  suddenly  slips  into  its  place.  In  a recent 
dislocation,  this  mode  will  succeed  very  well,  but  not  so  easily 
as  the  modes  which  I shall  presently  describe  to  you.  I should 
advise  you  to  place  a substance  that  will  not  injure  the  gums, 
behind  the  molar  teeth  on  each  side  of  the  mouth,  and  for  this 
purpose  I know  no  better  material  than  two  corks,  and  then 
raise  the  chin  over  them.  This  practice  is  very  effectual  in 
reducing  the  dislocation,  and  is  less  likely  to  injure  the  bone 
or  the  soft  parts.  1 have  also  used  two  forks  for  the  same 
purpose.  Having  wrapjied  a towel  or  handkerchief  round  their 
points,  I carried  their  handles  into  the  mouth  on  each  side 
behind  the  molar  teeth  ; they  were  then  held  by  an  assistant ; 
and,  drawing  the  chin  towards  the  upper  jaw,  the  bone  was 
easily  and  quickly  reduced. 

Wr.  h'ox,  the  late  dentist,  has  used  a lever  of  wood,  about 
a foot  long ; he  placed  the  end  of  it  on  the  molar  teeth  on 
one  side,  then  supported  the  outer  part  of  the  piece  of  wood 
with  one  hand,  and  depressed  the  end  on  the  tooth  with  the 
other,  and  with  the  force  thus  used,  he  succeeded  in  reducing 
the  jaw  ; he  then  did  the  same  on  the  other  side,  and  thus 
completely  replaced  the  bone.  This  mode  is  best  adapted, 
1 think,  for  the  cases  in  partial  dislocation;  but  I generally 
prefer  the  corks,  the  recumbent  posture,  and  the  elevation  of 
the  chin. 

An  imperfect  dislocation  of  the  jaw  sometimes  happens 
from  a rela.xation  of  the  ligaments,  .something  in  the  same 
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way  as  that  in  wliich  the  tliigii  bone  is  thrown  from  the  se- 
milunar cartilages.  The  jaw  appears  to  quit  the  inter-arti- 
cular cartilage  of  the  temporal  cavity,  slips  before  its  edge, 
and  fixes  the  jaw,  the  mouth  being  at  the  same  time  slightly 
opened.  The  natural  efforts  generally  restore  the  situation 
of  the  parts,  but  I have  seen  it  continue  a length  of  time  ; yet 
the  motion  of  the  jaw,  and  the  power  of  closing  the  mouth, 
liave  returned.  Yon  must,  in  your  attempt  to  return  the  jaw, 
jness  directly  downwards  ; by  which  you  separate  the  jaw, 
from  the  temporal  bone,  and  allow  the  cartilage  to  replace 
itself  on  the  extremity  of  the  condyloid  process.  A snap- 
ping is  sometimes  heard  when  the  bone  is  returned  to  its 
socket.  Young  women  are  generally  the  subjects  of  this  com- 
plaint, and  1 have  frequently  found  the  ammonia  and  steel, 
with  the  shower-bath,  and  a blister  before  the  ear,  remove 
the  disposition  to  the  re-appearance  of  the  accident.  These 
means  accomplish  this,  of  course,  by  giving  a general  tone  to 
the  system,  and  also  to  the  relaxed  parts.  When  the  jaw 
lias  been  once  dislocated,  it  is  easily  displaced  again  from  a 
slight  cause,  and  therefore  the  motions  of  it  should  be  limit- 
ed ; this  will  be  best  done  by  making  a hole  in  the  middle 
of  a broad  tape,  to  receive  the  chin,  and  split  the  ends  into 
two  parts,  bring  one  over  the  top  of  the  head,  and  the  other 
over  the  occiput,  and  the  tendency  to  subsequent  luxation  will 
be  prevented. 

1 shall  now  proceed  to  speak  of 

Dislocations  of  the  Hip-Joint. 

It  perhaps  may  cause  no  little  astonishment  in  some  of 
you,  when  I say,  that  there  was  a period  in  the  history  of 
surgery,  and  that  not  very  remote,  in  which  the  dislocation 
of  the  thigh  bone  was  considered  an  impossibility  ; but  gen- 
tlemen, such  is  the  general  advancement  of  the  science,  and 
such  are  now  the  opportunities  of  acquiring  information,  and 
such  the  improvements  of  modern  surgery,  that now 
know  much  more  than  their  professors  formerly  did.  As  a 
proof  of  this  1 can  tell  you  that  the  dressers  of  Guy’s  Hospital 
a short  time  since,  were  not  only  able  to  distinguish  this  dis- 
location, but  they  knew  also  how  to  reduce  it,  and  actually 
accomplished  it,  without  even  having  occasion  to  send  for  the 
surgeon. 

I have  seen  the  thigh  bone  dislocated  in  four  directions  : — 
1,  upwards,  or  upon  the  dorsum  of  the  ilium  ; 2,  downwards, 
pr  into  the  foramen  ovale ; 3,  backwards  and  upwards,  or 
into  the  ischiatic  notch  ; 4,  forwards  and  upwards,  or  on  the 
body  of  the  pubis.  ['I'he  lecturer  now  mounted  a chair,  and 
imitated  the  position  of  the  dislocated  limb  in  the  varieties 
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which  he  had  described.]  Another  dislocation  has  been  de- 
scribed by  some  surgeons,  namely,  downwards  and  back- 
wards. No  such  accident  lias  occurred  in  Guy’s,  or  at  St. 
Thomas’s  Hospital,  within  the  last  tliirty  years,  neither  have 
I met  with  a case  of  the  kind  in  my  private  practice.  I will 
not  deny  the  possibility  of  its  happening,  but  I very  much 
doubt  it ; and  I think  there  must  have  been  some  mistake  in 
the  description. 

First,  of  the  dislocation  upwards,  or  on  the  dorsum  of  the 
ilium  ; this  happens  more  frequently  than  any  other  disloca- 
tion of  the  hip  joint,  and  it  may  be  known  by  the  following 
signs  : — The  toe  rests  against  the  tarsus  of  the  opposite  foot ; 
the  knee  and  foot  are  turned  inwards,  and  the  knee  is  a little 
advanced  upon  the  other  ; the  limb  is  about  one  inch  and  a 
half,  or  two  inches  and  a half,  shorter  than  the  other,  and 
this  may  easily  be  detected,  by  comparing  the  malleoli  intern! 
when  the  foot  is  bent  at  right  angles  with  the  leg.  If  you 
try  to  separate  the  leg  from  the  other,  you  find  you  cannot  do 
it,  as  the  abduction  of  the  limb  is  completely  prevented,  but, 
you  may  bend  the  thigh  a little  across  the  other.  The  tro- 
chanter is  less  prominent  than  on  the  opposite  side,  from  the 
neck  of  the  bone  and  the  trochanter  lying  in  a line  with  the 
surface  of  the  ilium  ; the  roundness  of  that  side  will,  there- 
fore, have  disappeared.  When  called  to  this  accident,  you 
must  expect  to  find  great  extravasation,  which  will  conceal, 
in  some  degree,  the  situation  of  the  parts  ; but  by  rotation  of 
the  knee  inwards,  the  head  of  the  thigh  bone  may  be  felt, 
and  the  trochanter  major  approaches  the  anterior  superior 
spinous  process  of  the  ilium.  Well,  then,  when  you  are  called 
to  this  accident,  what  you  must  expect  to  find  will  be  a differ- 
ence in  the  length  of  the  limb,  a change  of  position  inwards,  a 
diminution  of  motion,  and  a flattening  of  that  side  by  the  al- 
tered .situation  of  the  trochanter  major. 

’I’his  accident  may  be  distinguished  from  fracture  of  tlie 
neck  of  the  thigh  bone,  within  the  capsular  ligament,  with 
which  it  is  most  likely  to  be  confounded,  by  symptoms  which 
are  sufficiently  distinct  to  a person  who  is  commonly  atten- 
tive. In  the  fracture  of  the  neck,  the  knee  and  foot  are 
turned  outwards,  the  trochanter  is  drawn  upwards  and  back- 
wards, resting  (Jii  the  dorsum  ilii;  you  may  bend  the  thigh 
towards  the  abdomen,  although  it  gives  some  pain.  But  one 
of  the  principal  marks  of  the  accident  is,  that  although  the 
limb  may  be  shortened  one  or  two  inches,  according  to  tlie 
duration  of  the  accident,  yet,  by  extension,  ^ou  may  restore 
the  natural  length  of  the  limb,  but  the  limb  is  again  shortened 
immediately  on  your  removing  the  extending  force.  If,  when 
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you  have  drawn  down  the  bone,  you  rotate  it,  you  can  dis- 
tinctly feel  a crepitus,  but  this  ceases  to  be  felt  when  the  limb 
is  allowed  to  be  again  shortened.  Fractures  of  the  neck 
within  the  capsular  ligament  occur  but  rarely,  except  in  ad- 
vanced periods  'of  life,  and  are  produced  by  slight  causes ; 
this  is  owing  to  the  interstitial  absorption  wliich  this  part  of 
the  bone  undergoes  in  age.  Thus,  then,  you  see  that  the  in- 
creased mobility  of  the  parts,  the  easy  extension  of  the  limb, 
and  its  then  producing  a crepitus,  will  readily  distinguish  the 
one  accident  from  the  other.  No  man  who  posses.ses  a good 
knowledge  of  anatomy,  or  who  has  paid  attention  to  his  pro- 
fession, could  ever  confound  dislocations  arising  from  violence, 
with  diseases  of  tlie  hip  joint.  The  gradual  progress  of  the 
symptoms,  the  pain  in  the  knee,  the  apparent  elongation  at 
first,  and  the  real  shortening  afterwards,  the  power  of  mo- 
tion remaining,  yet  that  motion  producing  pain,  especially 
under  the  extremes  of  rotation,  are  marks  of  difference  which 
must  strike  the  most  careless  observer. 

The  consequences  of  a disease  of  this  kind,  when  it  has 
existed  a great  length  of  time,  are  sucli  a change  in  the  situ- 
ation of  the  parts,  from  ulceration  of  the  ligaments,  head  of 
the  hone,  and  acetabulum,  as  to  make  the  limb  appear  like  a 
dislocation.  But  the  history  of  the  case  at  once  points  out 
its  nature. 

The  dislocation  on  the  dorsum  ilii  is  produced  by  the  pa- 
tient falling  when  the  knee  and  foot  aj'e  turned  inwards,  or 
by  a blow  being  received  while  the  limb  is  in  that  po.sition. 
The  following  plan  is  to  be  adopted  in  attempting  to  reduce 
this  dislocation  ; — Bleed  the  patient  to  twelve  or  twenty 
ounces  or  more,  if  he  be  a very  strong  man.  Next  place 
him  in  a warm  hath,  at  100°,  gradually  increase  it  to  110°, 
until  he  begins  to  feel  faint.  Whilst  he  is  in  the  bath,  give 
him  one  grain  of  tartarized  antimony,  until  he  feels  nausea ; 
then  wrap  him  in  a blanket,  and  place  him  on  a table,  be- 
tween two  strong  posts,  into  which  two  staples  have  been 
fixed  ; or,  if  you  cannot  find  a convenient  place  for  this, 
jilace  him  on  the  floor,  and  screw  two  rings,  about  the  dis- 
tance I have  mentioned,  into  the  floor.  The  plan  1 usually 
adopt  is,  to  place  him  on  a table  covered  with  a blanket,  ou 
his  back  ; then  a strong  girt  is  passed  between  his  pudendum 
and  thigh,  and  this  is  fixed  to  one  of  the  staples.  A wetted 
linen  roller  should  be  applied  just  above  the  knee,  and  on  this 
a leather  strap  is  to  be  buckled,  having  two  straps  with  rings 
at  right  angles,  with  the  circular  part.  The  knee  should  be 
slightly  beut,  not  quite  at  a right  angle,  and  brought  across 
tlie  opposite  thigh  a little  above  the  knee,  The  pullies  are  to 
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be  hooked  to  the  rings  on  tlie  circular  strap,  and  fixed  to  the 
other  staple.  You  should  now  tighten  tlie  pullies,  till  you 
see  the  bandage  is  on  the  stretch,  and  the  patient  begins  to 
complain  of  pain  ; then  wait  a little,  with  the  degree  of  ex- 
tension you  have  now  made,  to  give  the  muscles  time  to  fa- 
tigue; then  draw  again  gently,  and,  when  the  patient  com- 
plains much,  stop  again,  until  the  muscles  yield  ; and  so  go 
on,  until  you  find  the  head  of  the  bone  is  brought  justoppo- 
site  the  acetabulum.  Let  the  same  extension  be  kept  up,  by 
another  person  taking  the  string  of  the  pullies  ; and  then  ro- 
tate the  limb  gently,  and  the  bone  will  generally  slip  into  its 
place.  You  must  not  expect  to  hear  a snap  when  the  bone  is 
returned,  as,  by  using  the  pullies,  the  muscles  are  so  much 
relaxed  that  they  cannot  act  with  .sufficient  violence ; and 
you  can,  therefore,' only  tell  if  it  is  reduced  by  loosening  the 
bandages,  and  comparing  the  length  of  the  limb.  If  there 
should  be  any  difficulty  in  bringing  the  head  of  the  bone  over 
the  edge  of  the  acetabulum,  you  may  pass  your  hand  or  a 
napkin  under  it,  and  lift  it  over  the  edge  of  the  socket.  You 
should  take  great  care  in  removing  a patient  to  his  bed,  as, 
from  the  relaxed  state  of  the  muscles,  the  dislocation  would 
again  happen,  and  that  from  a cause  so  trifling  that  you  would 
not  suspect  it  to  have  occurred.  I consider  it  the  birthright 
of  every  man  to  think  and  act  for  himself.  Gentlemen,  do 
not  let  your  opinions  be  shackled  by  prejudice — do  not  follow 
implicitly  the  dictates  of  any  man : and,  if,  when  you  get 
into  practice,  you  do  not  find  the  advice  which  I have  given 
you  on  tliis,  or  any  other  subject,  correct,  then  throw  it  aside, 
as  totally  unworthy  of  your  confidence,  and  strike  out  a new 
path  for  yourselves.  Much  as  I respect  the  talents  of  Mr 
Hey,  and  there  is  no  man  who  thinks  more  highly  of  his  zeal 
and  acquirements  than  1 do,  yet  I cannot  agree  vvith  him  in 
recommending  the  mode  which  he  practised.  It  is  true,  that 
in  a very  recent  dislocation,  before  the  muscles  hav’e  esta- 
blished their  fixed  contraction,  that  extension  will  succeed  in 
returning  the  bone,  even  although  that  extension  be  not  made 
in  the  way  most  favourable  for  the  purpose.  What  I have  said 
in  these  lectures  has  been  the  result  of  considerable  experi- 
ence, both  in  public  and  private  practice,  and  in  the  greater 
number  of  cases  the  treatment  has  been  successful,  even  in 
some,  under  circumstances  the  most  unfavouiable. 

Of  the  dislocation  downwards,  or  into  the  foramen  ovale. — 
The  limb,  in  this  case,  is  two  inches  longer  than  the  other. 
By  making  pressure  with  the  hand  on  the  upper  and  inner 
part  of  the  thigh,  you  can,  in  thin  persons,  distinctly  feel  the 
head  of  the  thigh  bone.  There  is  a flattening  of  the  hip  on 
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that  side;  the  body  is  bent  forwards,  owing  to  the  psoas 
magniis  and  iliacns  internus  being  put  upon  the  stretch.  If 
you  desire  the  i)atient  to  stand  upright,  you  find  tliat  the  knee 
is  considerably  advanced  towards  the  trunk.  It  is  widely 
sepai'ated  from  the  other  knee,  and  it  cannot  be  brought  to 
touch  it  without  much  difficulty  and  paiu.  'I'he  foot  is  gene- 
rally neither  turned  outwards  or  inwards,  but  the  toes  point 
to  the  ground.  In  this  dislocation,  you  do  not  trust  so  much 
to  the  foot  as  a mark  of  it ; the  increased  length  of  the  limb, 
the  separated  knees,  the  bent  position  of  the  liody,  are  such 
diagnostic  appearances  as  sufficiently  point  out  the  nature  of 
the  injury.  It  generally  happens  when  the  thighs  are  widely 
separated  from  each  other,  that  the  ligamcntum  teres  and  cap- 
sular ligament  are  torn  through,  and  the  head  of  the  bone  is 
situated  on  the  obturator  cxternus  muscle,  at  the  inner  and 
back  part  of  the  thigh. 

If  the  accident  has  recently  happened,  the  dislocation  is 
very  easily  reduced.  Place  the  patient  on  his  back,  separate 
the  thighs  as  widely  as  possible,  and  place  a girt  between  the 
pudendum  and  upper  part  of  the  thigh,  fi.K  the  girt  to  the 
staple  ill  the  wall,  then  take  hold  of  the  ankle  of  the  dislo- 
cated side,  and  draw  it  over  the  other  leg,  or,  if  the  thigh  be 
very  large,  behind  the  sound  limb,  when  the  head  of  the  bone 
usually  slips  into  the  socket.  Or  the  thigh  might  be  secured 
by  a bed-post  being  received  between  the  pudendum  and  the 
upper  part  of  the  limb,  and  the  leg  be  carried  inwards  across 
the  other.  But  the  best  plan,  in  general,  is  to  fix  the  pelvis, 
by  a girt  passed  round  it,  and  crossed  under  that  which  passes 
round  the  thigh,  to  which  the  pullies  are  to  be  attached, 
otherwise  the  pelvis  moves  in  the  same  direction  as  the  thigh. 
If  the  dislocation  has  existed  for  three  or  four  weeks,  it  is 
better  to  place  the  patient  on  his  sound  side,  and  fix  the  pel- 
vis by  one  bandage,  and  carry  another  under  the  dislocated 
thigh,  to  which  the  pullies  are  to  be  affixed  perpendicularly  ; 
then  draw  the  thigh  upwards,  and,  at  the  same  time,  press 
down  the  knee  and  foot,  to  prevent  the  lower  part  of  the  limb 
being  carried  with  the  thigh,  and  you  thus  use  the  limb  as  a 
lever  of  considerable  power.  But  take  care  not  to  advance  the 
leg  too  mucli,  as  the  head  of  the  bone  would  be  forced  behind 
the  acetabulum  into  the  ischiatic  notch,  from  which  it  would 
be  extremely  difficult  to  remove  it. 


LECTURE  LXXII. 


On  Dislocations  of  the  Thigh  Bone. 
Gentlemen — It  is  exceedingly  curious  and  interesting,  both 
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to  tlie  physiologist  and  to  the  surgeon  to  observe  tlie  efforts 
set  up  by  nature  for  the  restoration  of  lost  or  injured  parts  ; 
and  ill  no  instance  is  this  more  conspicuous  than  in  disloca- 
tions of  the  thigh  bone,  which  have  remained  long  unre- 
duced. Here,  gentlemen,  are  some  beautiful  specimens  (re- 
ferring to  what  were  on  tlie  table),  in  which  you  may  see  the 
accommodation  of  the  head  of  the  bone  to  the  surface  with 
which  it  has  been  brought  into  contact ; here  are  new  capsu- 
lar ligaments,  produced  from  condensations  of  cellular  tissue ; 
here  are  new  acetabula,  formed  by  the  pressure  of  the  head 
of  the  bones,  causing  a partial  absorption  of  the  bones  on 
which  they  rest,  assisted  also  by  the  deposit  of  matter  in  the 
surrounding  parts,  resembling  cartilage.  In  this  preparation, 
particularly,  which  is  a dislocation  into  the  foramen  ovale, 
you  see  the  obturator  exteruus  completely  absorbed,  as  well 
as  the  ligament  of  the  foramen  ovale,  and  its  place  occupied 
by  a deposit  of  ossific  matter.  Bone  is  also  deposited  around 
the  foramen,  so  as  to  form  a deep  socket,  in  which  the  head 
of  the  thigh  bone  is  enclosed,  and  surrounding  its  neck  so 
closely,  that  you  could  not  remove  the  bone  without  breaking 
the  edges  of  its  new  socket ; this  is  extremely  smooth  on  its 
inner  surface,  and  allows  of  very  extensive  motion  of  the 
joint,  which  appears  to  be  limited  only  by  the  action  of  the 
muscles.  The  cartilage  on  the  head  of  the  bone  remains, 
and  the  shape  of  the  head  itself  very  little  altered  ; whilst  the 
original  acetabulum  was  nearly  half  filled  by  bone,  so  that  it 
could  not  have  received  the  head  of  the  thigh  bone,  even  if  it 
had  been  attempted  to  be  returned  into  its  former  situation. 
These  preparations  show  the  extreme  folly  of  attempting  to 
reduce  a dislocation  of  the  thigh  after  a certain  time  has  been 
allowed  to  elapse  ; and  they  also  show  that  it  is  better  to  leave 
such  cases  to  the  degree  of  reparation  which  nature  will  ulti- 
mately produce. 

I shall  now  speak  of  the  dislocation  backwards,  or  into  the 
ischialic  notch. 

The  situation  of  this  notch,  with  respect  to  the  acetabu- 
lum in  the  natural  position  of  the  pelvis,  you  should  accu- 
rately bear  in  mind,  recollecting  that  it  is  placed  behind  the 
acetabulum,  but,  at  the  same  time,  above  its  level.  And  it 
strikes  me,  that  it  is  the  want  of  attention  to  this  circum- 
stance that  has  led  some  surgeons  to  describe  this  dislocation 
as  having  occurred  downwards  and  backwards  ; they  have 
done  this  from  viewing  the  os  innominatum  detached  from 
the  trunk,  and  not  considered  its  obliquity  when  connected 
with  it.  When  the  head  of  the  bone,  therefore,  is  thrown 
into  this  space,  it  is  placed  backwards  and  upwards  with  re- 
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sped  to  tlie  acetabulum  ; therefore,  although  I call  it  the 
dislocation  backwards,  you  must  remember  that  it  is  also 
placed  a little  upwards. 

The  head  of  the  bone  is  placed  on  the  pyriformis  muscle, 
between  the  edge  of  the  upper  part  of  the  notch  and  the  sa- 
-cro-sciatic  ligaments.  Of  all  the  dislocations  of  the  thigh 
this  is  the  most  dilficult  to  detect,  because  the  length  of  the 
limb  differs  but  little,  and  its  position  is  not  so  much  changed 
as  resjjects  the  knee  and  foot,  as  in  the  dislocation  upwards. 
It  is  also  the  most  diflicult  to  reduce,  because  the  head  of  the 
bone  is  placed  belund  the  acetabulum,  and  requires  to  be 
lifted  over  its  edges,  as  well  as  to  be  drawn  towards  it.  This 
dislocation  may  be  known  by  the  following  signs  : — The 
limb  is  from  half  an  inch  to  an  inch  shorter  than  the  other, 
but  usually  not  more  than  half  an  inch,  and  the  toe  rests 
against  the  ball  of  the  great  toe  of  the  opposite  foot.  The 
natural  prominence  formed  by  the  trochanter  major  is  lost, 
but  it  still  remains  nearly  at  right  angles  with  the  dorsum, 
but  it  has  a slight  inclination  towards  the  acetabulum.  Ex- 
cept in  very  thin  jjersons,  you  cannot  feel  the  head  of  the 
bone,  and  then  only  by  rolling  it  a little  forwards.  The  knee 
and  foot  are  turned  inwards,  but  less  so  than  in  the  dislocation 
upwards;  the  knee  is  only  very  slightly  bent,  and,  therefore, 
is  not  so  much  advanced  as  in  that  dislocation.  The  toe 
touches  the  ground  when  the  patient  is  standing,  but  not  so 
the  heel.  Flexion  and  rotation  are,  in  a great  degree,  pre- 
vented, from  the  limb  being  so  firmly  fixed.  Here  (shewing 
a preparation)  is  a vei'y  good  specimen  of  this  dislocation, 
which,  from  its  appearance,  must  have  been  many  years  in 
its  present  situation.  A new  capsular  ligament  is  formed, 
the  original  acetabulum  is  entirely  filled  up  by  a ligamentous 
substance  ; but  there  is  no  attempt  made  to  form  a new  bony 
socket  for  the  head  of  the  bone. 

This  dislocation  is  produced  by  the  knee  being  pressed  in- 
wards, whilst  bent  at  right  angles  with  the  abdomen,  or 
whilst  the  trunk  is  bent  forwards  on  the  thigh.  The  reduc- 
tion is  generally  extremely  difficult,  but  is  best  effected  in  the 
following  way  : — Let  the  patient  be  laid  on  a table,  on  his 
side,  and  a girt  passed  between  the  pudendum  and  inner  part 
of  the  thigh,  to  fix  the  pelvis  ; then  pass  a wetted  roller 
round  the  knee,  and  buckle  the  leather  strap  over  it ; let  a 
napkin  be  carried  under  the  upper  part  of  the  thigh  ; ue.xt, 
bring  the  thigh  over  the  middle  of  the  opposite  one,  and 
then  begin  to  make  your  extension  with  the  pnllies.  Whilst 
the  extension  is  making,  an  assistant  should  grasp  firmly  the 
napkin  at  the  upper  part  of  the  thigh  with  one  hand  ; and. 
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resting  the  other  hand  on  the  pelvis,  he  should  lift  the  thigh 
as  much  as  possible  towards  the  acetabulum,  so  as  to  get  the 
head  of  the  bone  over  its  edge.  I have  also  directed  a round 
towel  to  be  used  for  this  purpose  ; this  is  passed  beneath  the 
upper  part  of  the  thigh,  and  then  carried  over  the  shoulders 
of  an  assistant,  who  then  rested  both  hands  on  the  pelvis, 
and,  by  raising  his  body  gently,  raised  the  thigh  with  it.  If 
the  assistant  should  be  very  short  (said  the  Lecturer  smiling- 
ly), why,  he  might  rest  one  foot  on  a chair,  and  place  the 
other  on  the  pelvis  of  the  patient,  and  might  in  this  way,  per- 
haps, raise  the  bone  as  effectually  as  a descendant  of  the  race 
of  the  Titans — (a  laugh). — 'I'his  dislocation  has  been  reduced 
by  making  extension  with  the  pullies  in  a right  line  with  the 
body  ; and  at  the  time  this  extension  was  made,  the  trochan- 
ter major  was  thrust  forwards  with  the  hands.  But  the  for- 
mer method  is  the  most  easy,  and  is  that  which  I generally 
adopt. 

Of  the  Dislocation  on  the  Pubes. — 'Phis  accident  happens  in 
the  following  manner  : — If  a person,  whilst  walking,  puts  his 
foot  into  some  unexpected  hole,  he  throws  his  body  suddenly 
backwards,  to  preserve  his  equilibrium,  and  the  head  of  the 
bone  starts  forwards  on  the  pubes.  It  is  much  more  readily 
detected  than  any  other  dislocation  of  the  thigh.  The  prin- 
cipal marks  are  these  ; — The  limb  is  an  inch  shorter  than  the 
other,  and  the  knee  and  foot  are  turned  outwards,  and  can- 
not be  rotated  inwards ; but  the  most  striking  mark  of  the 
dislocation  is,  that  the  head  of  the  thigh  may  be  felt  upon  the 
pubes,  above  the  level  of  Poupart’s  ligament,  to  the  outer  side 
of  the  femoral  artery,  and  feels  like  a hard  ball  there,  which 
will  readily  move  on  rotating  or  bending  the  knee.  Easy  as 
this  dislocation  is  to  detect,  1 haveknown  three  cases  in  which 
it  has  been  overlooked  until  it  was  too  late.  This  could  only 
arise  from  great  carelessness ; and  that  man  really  deserves 
the  appellation  of  a blockhead,  who,  in  the  present  day,  would 
allow  such  an  occurrence  to  fake  place. 

'This  accident  need  never  to  be  mistaken  for  a fracture  of 
the  neck  of  the  thigh  bone,  as  the  head  of  the  bone  on  the 
pubes  will  point  out  to  the  most  superficial  observer,  the 
nature  of  the  accident.  To  reduce  this  dislocation,  you  ))lace 
the  patient  on  a table,  on  his  side;  then  carry  a girt  between 
the  pudendum  and  the  inner  part  of  the  thigh,  and  fix  it  in  a 
staple,  a little  before  the  line  of  the  body.  The  roller  is  to 
be  pa.ssed  around  the  thigh,  and  the  pullies  fixed  as  in  the 
dislocation  upwards,  and  the  extension  is  to  be  made  in  a 
line  behind  the  axis  of  the  body,  the  thigh-bone  being  drawn 
backwards.  After  this  extension  has  been  continued  some 
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time,  pass  a napkin  under  the  upper  part  of  the  thigh,  whilst 
an  assistant,  resting  one  hand  on  the  pelvis,  lifts  tlie  head  of 
the  hone  over  the  pubes  and  edge  of  the  acetabulum. 

From  what  I liave  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  on  the 
subject  of  dislocations,  1 think  that  the  relative  proportion  of 
eases  will  be  as  follows:— Now,  if  1 take  the  number  as 
twenty,  there  will  he  twelve  on  the  dorsum  ilii,  live  in  the 
ischiatic  notch,  two  in  the  foramen  ovale,  and  one  on  the 
pubes.  From  the  frequency  of  the  occurrence  of  these  acci- 
dents, it  is  astonishing  that  they  should  have  escaped  the  ob- 
servation of  surgeons  of  former  times,  and  these,  too,  of  some 
eminence  in  the  profession.  Is  it  not  gratifying,  on  the  other 
hand,  to  contrast  the  present  state  of  information  in  the  pro- 
fession with  what  it  was  about  fifty  years  ago  ? What  should 
we  think  of  a surgeon  in  this  metropolis,  with  all  the  oppor- 
tunities of  seeing  diseases  in  the  large  hospitals  of  this  city, 
who  doubted  the  existence  of  a dislocation  of  the  thigh,  when 
we  find  that  surgeons  in  the  country  are  able  immediately  to 
detect  these  injuries,  and  generally  succeed  in  reducing  them? 
Let  us  never  forget,  however,  that  it  is  to  the  knowledge  of 
anatomy  that  we  are  indebted  to  this  superiority,  to  the  study 
of  which  we  cannot  devote  too  much  attention,  and  to  acquire 
an  intimate  knowledge  of  which  we  should  consider  no  sa- 
crifice too  great,  if  we  wish  to  establish  our  reputation  as 
surgeons,  or  humanely  to  discharge  our  duties  to  mankind. — 
(Repeated  and  long  continued  applause.) 

Before  I proceed  to  describe  the  other  dislocations,  I shall 
speak  of  the  Fractures  which  happen  at  the  upper  part  of  the 
Thigh  Bone. 

It  is  not  only  necessary,  accurately,  to  distinguish  these 
accidents  from  dislocations,  with  which  they  might  be  con- 
founded, but  also  from  each  other.  Three  distinct  species  of 
fracture,  very  different  in  their  nature  and  I’esult,  have  been 
described  under  the  indiscriminate  name  of  fracture  through 
the  neck  of  the  thigh-bone.  It  is  my  wish  to  draw  deduc- 
tions from  facts ; differences  of  opinion  avail  nothing  in  the 
advancement  of  science,  unless  we  can  appeal  to  facts  for 
their  support.  What  1 shall  say  to  you  on  this  point  will  be 
the  result  of  my  observations  on  persons  who  have  been  the 
subjects  of  these  accidents,  of  numerous  examinations  of  the 
dead  body,  and  of  my  experiments  on  the  lower  order  of  ani- 
mals. These  accidents  are  much  more  frequent  than  dislo- 
cations ; for  whilst,  on  an  average,  we  have  only  two  disloca-- 
tious  in  the  year,  our  wards  are  seldom  without  an  example 
of  fracture  of  the  upper  part  of  the  thigh-bone.  These  frac- 
tures are  three  in  number  : First,  where  it  happens  through 
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the  neck  of  tlie  bone  entirely  within  the  capsular  ligament ; 
secondly,  through  tlie  neck,  at  its  junction  with  the  trochan- 
ter major,  by  which  the  trochanter  is  split,  and  the  upper 
piece  is  driven  into  it ; thirdly,  a fracture  through  the  tro- 
chanter major,  beyond  its  junction  with  the  cervix. 

Of  Fracture  within  the  Ligament. — The  leg  becomes  from 
one  to  two  inches  shorter  than  the  other,  for  the  connexion 
between  the  cervix  and  trochanter  being  destroyed,  the  tro- 
chanter is  drawn  up  by  the  muscles,  as  far  as  the  ligament 
will  permit,  and  it  rests  on  the  edge  of  the  acetabulum,  and 
on  the  ilium.  Von  can  detect  the  difference  in  length  best,  by 
desiring  the  patient  to  lie  down  on  his  back,  when,  by  ob- 
serving the  two  malleoli,  you  will  readily  detect  it.  The  heel 
generally  rests  in  the  hollow  between  the  malleolus  internus 
and  tcudo  achillis  of  the  opposite  leg,  although  there  is  some 
variety  in  this  respect.  The  retraction  is  at  first  easily  re- 
moved, by  drawing  down  the  limb,  and  you  may  make  it  ap- 
pear of  the  same  length  as  the  other,  but  immediately  on 
removing  your  extension,  the  muscles  will  draw  it  into  its 
former  position,  and  this  w'ill  be  the  case  as  often  as  you  like 
to  repeat  the  experiment.  This  you  can  do  until  the  muscles 
acquire  a fixed  contraction,  which  enables  them  to  resist  an 
extension  that  is  not  of  a powerful  kind.  The  next  circum- 
stance which  marks  this  injury  is  the  eversion  of  the  foot  and 
knee;  this  is  caused  by  the  power  of  the  external  rotatory 
muscles,  which  are  inserted  into  the  thigh-bone,  and  which 
are  opposed  but  by  feeble  antagonists. 

On  the  first  sight  of  a patient,  then,  there  are  two  things 
that  will  particularly  strike  your  attention — the  shortening 
of  the  injured  limb,  with  an  eversion  of  the  foot  and  knee, 
in  the  dislocation  upwards,  the  head  and  neck  of  the  bone 
prevent  the  trochanter  from  being  drawn  backwards,  whilst 
the  neck  of  the  bone,  being  shortened  by  the  fracture,  readily 
admits  of  it,  and  this  is  the  reason  why  the  limb  is  inverted 
in  the  one,  and  everted  in  the  other.  The  limb  has  been 
found  inverted,  but  it  a very  rare  occurrence.  Some  hours 
must  elapse  before  this  eversion  becomes  decisive  in  its  cha- 
racter, as  the  muscles  require  some  time  to  contract  firmly, 
and  this  is  the  reason  why  it  has  been  mistaken  for  a dislo- 
cation upwards.  In  this  fracture  the  patient  suffers  hut  little 
pain  when  at  rest  in  the  recumbent  posture,  lint  on  rota- 
tion a pain  is  felt,  from  the  rough  end  of  the  bone  grating 
against  the  synovial  membranes  lining  the  capsular  ligament. 
'I'he  thigh  may  lie  perfectly  extended,  but  flexion  is  more  dif- 
ficult, and  attended  with  pain  ; this  is  increased  if  the  thigh 
be  directed  towards  the  jmbes,  and  lessened  if  carried  out- 
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wards.  If  you  should  have  any  doubt  now  remaining  as  to 
the  nature  of  the  accident,  let  the  patient  stand  by  the  side  of 
his  bed,  supported  by  an  assistant,  and  you  will  have  all  the 
appearances  which  I have  before  named  present ; and  if  he 
attempt  to  bear  on  the  injured  limb,  it  will  produce  much 
pain,  which  is  occasioned  by  tlie  psoas  magnus  and  iliacus 
internus  being  put  on  the  stretch,  as  well  as  by  the  pressure 
of  the  roughened  surface  of  the  hone,  on  the  inner  part  of  the 
capsular  ligament.  A crepitus  is  also  discoverable,  when  the 
limb  is  drawn  down,  so  as  to  be  of  the  same  length  as  the 
opposite  one,  and  then  rotated,  but  not  so  when  the  patient 
is  lying  on  his  back,  with  the  limb  shortened.  It  occurs 
more  frequently  in  women  tlian  in  men.  This  probably  may 
be  accounted  for  by  the  more  horizontal  position  of  the  neck 
of  the  bone,  and  the  comparative  feebleness  of  constitution  in 
the  former.  It  occurs  in  persons  of  advanced  age,  and  it  is 
a mistake  to  talk  of  its  happening  in  young  persons.  Al- 
though I have  been  now  thirty-nine  years  at  Guy’s  and  St. 
Thomas’s  Hospitals,  and  have  hud  more  than  my  share  of  the 
practice  of  the  metropolis  during  that  time,  I have  seen  more 
than  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  cases  of  fracture  of  the 
neck  of  the  thigh  bone,  within  the  capsular  ligament,  yet  I 
have  only  known  two  persons  in  whom  this  accident  occurred 
under  fifty  years  of  age.  This  fracture,  then,  rarely  hap[)ens 
under  fifty  years  of  age,  and  dislocation  seldom  at  a more 
advanced  period.  But  the  most  common  period  at  which  frac- 
ture occurs  is  between  fifty  and  eighty. 

'The  reason  why  the  bone  breaks  so  much  more  readily  in 
age,  is,  that  there  is  a peculiar  process  taking  place  in  age, 
which  is  producing  an  entire  alteration  in  the  structure  of  the 
head  and  neek  of  the  bone.  The  natural  changes  which  thus 
take  place  in  the  bones,  in  different  periods  of  life,  are  remark- 
able ; they  increase  in  bulk  and  weight  in  youth,  they  remain 
stationary  during  the  adult  period,  and  become  lighter  and 
softer  in  the  more  advanced  stages  of  life.  You  may  cut  the 
bones  of  old  persons  with  a penknife,  which  you  could  not  do 
at  the  adult  period.  The  neck  of  the  bone  undergoes  an  in- 
terstitial absorption,  by  which  it  becomes  shortened  and  altered 
in  its  relation  with  the  shaft  of  the  bone  ; so  that  the  head  of 
the  bone,  instead  of  being  above  the  level  of  the  trochanter, 
sinks  almost  to  its  root.  Indeed,  the  bones  of  an  old  person 
may  be  readily  distinguished  in  the  skeleton,  from  those  of  a 
person  at  the  middle  period  of  life. 

'I'he  slightest  cause  often  produce  fractures  in  this  state  of 
the  bone.  The  way  in  which  they  usually  happen  in  Lon- 
don, is  from  the  person  slipping  off  the  foot  pavement,  and. 
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though  it  is  only  the  descent  of  a few  inches,  the  unexpected 
shock  acting  perpendicularly  on  the  cervix,  with  the  advan 
tage  of  a lever,  produces  a fracture.  The  patient  immediately 
falls,  and  the  accident  is  very  frequently  improperly  attributed 
to  this  circumstance.  Even  turning  suddenly  round  has  pro- 
duced it. 

The  union  of  this  fracture  has  been  the  cause  of  much  dif-  ^ 
ference  of  opiuiou.  It  has  been  said  that  these  fractures  will 
unite  like  fractures  in  other  parts  of  the  body,  by  bone  ; but 
i have  taught  for  the  last  thirty  years,  in  these  lectures,  that, 
as  a general  principle,  fractures  of  the  neck  of  the  thigh-bone, 
of  the  patella,  olecranon,  coronoid  process  of  the  ulna  and 
condyles  of  the  os  humeri,  unite  by  ligament,  and  not  by  bone. 

In  all  the  examinations  which  1 have  made  of  transverse 
fractures  of  the  cervix  femoris  within  the  capsule,  I have  had 
my  opinions  confirmed,  as  I have  not  met  with  a single  in- 
stance in  which  bony  union  had  taken  place.  I would  not 
maintain  its  impossibility,  but  what  I wish  to  be  understood 
to  say  is,  that  if  ever  it  does  happen,  it  is  an  extremely  rare 
occurrence,  and  that  I have  never  yet  met  with  a single  ex- 
ample of  it.  Whilst,  to  support  a contrary  opinion,  only  a 
single  instance  has  been  produced,  having  the  shadow  of  plau- 
sibility ; and  in  this  case  the  same  appearances  were  found  in 
both  the  thigh  bones,  and  even  these  resembled  what  1 have 
often  observed  in  the  dead  body,  arising  from  a softened  state 
of  the  bones. 

There  are  several  reasons  which  may  be  assigned  for  the 
want  of  ossific  union  in  the  transverse  fracture  of  the  cervix 
within  the  ligament.  The  first  is  a want  of  the  proper  appo- 
sition of  the  fractured  ends  of  the  bone.  It  is  scarcely  pos- 
sible to  preserve  the  parts  in  apposition  even  for  a few  hours, 
and  the  slightest  change  of  position  produces  an  instant  con- 
traction of  the  large  and  powerful  muscles  passing  from  the 
pelvis  to  the  thigh,  so  that  the  ends  of  the  bone  become  im- 
mediately displaced.  This  is  also  the  case  in  fractures  of  the 
patella,  where,  notwithstanding  all  our  efforts  to  prevent  the 
retraction  of  the  muscles,  it  very  seldom  happens  that  we 
can  succeed  in  supporting  a complete  approximation  of  the 
bones.  The  second  reason  for  a want  of  bony  union  is,  the 
want  of  pressure  of  one  bone  on  the  other.  Even  if  the  limb 
were  preserved  at  its  proper  length,  and  admitting  the  capsu- 
lar ligament  not  to  be  torn,  this  circumstance  would  operate 
to  prevent  an  ossific  union.  There  is  a large  quantity  of  sy- 
novial fluid  secreted  into  the  joint ; this  distends  the  liga- 
ment, and  entirely  prevents  the  contact  of  the  bones.  After 
a time  this  fluid  becomes  absorbed,  but  not  until  the  inllam- 
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niatory  process  has  ceased,  and  ligamentous  matter  has  been 
effused  into  the  joint  from  the  surface  of  the  synovial  mem- 
brane. 'I'hat  cause  which  so  powerfully  conduces  to  the 
union  of  other  fractures  is  wanting  here,  viz.  the  pressure 
which  the  7nuscles  produce  on  the  broken  extremities  of 
bones  ; for,  if  two  broken  bones  overlap  each  other  on  that 
side  on  which  they  are  pressed  together,  there  will  be  an 
abundance  of  ossific  matter  deposited  ; but  on  the  opposite 
side,  on  which  there  is  no  pressure  exerted,  scarcely  any 
change  will  be  observed.  But  the  third  and  principal  reason 
is,  the  almost  entire  absence  of  ossific  union  in  the  liead  of 
the  bone  when  detatched  from  its  cervix.  The  principal  sup- 
ply of  blood  to  the  head  of  the  bone  being  derived  from  the 
ligameutum  teres,  wliich  has  only  a few  minute  vessels  rami- 
fying from  it  on  the  bone,  the  natural  sup|)ly  of  blood  for 
the  neck  and  head  of  the  bone  is  derived  from  the  perios- 
teum ; and  when  the  neck  is  fractured,  and  the  periosteum 
torn  through,  the  means  of  ossific  action  are  necessarily  cut 
off.  No  deposit  of  cartilage  or  bone,  as  in  other  fractures, 
is  produced,  but  there  is  a deposition  of  ligamentous  matter 
covering  the  surface  of  the  cancellated  structure.  On  dissec- 
tion of  these  accidents  you  find  that  the  cancelli  are  rendered 
firm  and  smooth  by  friction,  as  in  other  bones  which  rub  on 
each  other  when  their  articular  cartilages  are  absorbed. 
Portions  of  bone  remain  attached  by  ligament,  or  are  loose 
and  floating  in  tlie  joint,  covered  by  ligamentous  matter;  but 
these  do  not  excite  inflammation  any  more  than  similar  por- 
tions which  are  found  in  the  knee  or  in  the  elbow  joints. 
The  capsular  ligament  and  the  synovial  membrane  are  very 
much  thickened  from  the  inflammation  which  they  have  un- 
dergone, and  are  therefore  very  much  strengthened.  This 
membrane  is  sometimes  separated  from  the  fractured  |)or- 
tions,  so  as  to  form  a thick  band,  passing  from  the  fractured 
edges  of  the  cervix  to  the  head  of  the  bone.  Ligamentous 
matter  passes  also  from  tlie  cancellated  structure  of  the  head 
to  the  neck,  thus  uniting,  by  a flexible  material,  the  one 
broken  portion  of  bone  to  another.  It  appears,  then,  as  a ge- 
neral principle,  that  ossific  union  is  not  produced.  I have 
seen  the  two  preparations  of  Mr.  Stanley,  at  Bartholomew’s, 
which  were  supposed  to  be  specimens  of  that  union,  but  these 
have  the  same  appearances  on  each  side:  now  it  is  very  pro- 
bable tliat  age  or  disease  might  produce  similar  effect.s  in  both 
bones,  but  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  suppose  that  accidents 
would  do  so.  In  experiments  which  I have  made  on  ani- 
mals in  perfect  health,  the  union  was  always  by  ligament. 
One  of  the  best  proofs,  however,  is  a preparation  of  Mr. 
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Langstaff’s  in  which  the  bone  is  fractured  within  and  with- 
out the  capsular  ligament ; that  without  is  united  by  bone, 
and  that  within  the  capsule  is  united  by  ligament.  I have 
often  seen  that  appearance  in  the  necks  of  the  thigh  bones  of 
old  people,  supposed  to  represent  the  union  of  a fracture 
through  the  cervix  by  bone.  But  the  truth  is,  that  it  is  occa- 
sioned by  the  absorption  of  the  neck  of  the  bone,  in  the  way 
I have  before  described,  allowing  of  the  descent  of  the  head 
of  the  bone  just  opposite  the  root  of  the  trochanter  major. 
Here,  gentlemen,  is  the  thigh  bone  of  an  aged  female  (hold- 
ing it  up  to  the  class),  in  which  this  change  has  taken  place  ; 
now,  where  is  the  neck  of  this  thigh  bone?  Can  you  see  it? 
No,  I am  sure  you  cannot,  for  it  has  gone  to  “ the  tomb  of 
all  the  Capulets.” 

I must  defer  speaking  of  the  treatment  of  these  accidents 
until  the  next  lecture. 


LECTURE  LXXIII. 


On  Fractures  of  the  Neck  of  the  Thigh-Bone. 
Gentlemen,  1 shall  now  speak  of  the  treatment  of  fractures 
of  the  neck  of  the  thigh  bone,  within  the  capsular  ligament. 
Numerous  measures  have  been  adopted  for  the  purpose  of 
producing  an  ossific  union  of  this  fracture,  both  by  myself 
and  others,  but  all  to  no  purpose.  Disappointed  in  the  attempt 
and  finding  the  patient’s  health  suffer  from  the  necessary  con- 
finement, what  1 now  direct  to  be  done  is,  that  a pillow  be 
placed  under  the  limb,  throughout  the  whole  length,  and  an- 
other to  be  put  under  the  knee,  and  the  limb  in  this  way 
extended  for  ten  days  or  a fortnight,  until  the  inflammation 
has  subsided.  Then  let  the  patient  get  out  of  bed,  and  sit  on 
a high  chair,  to  prevent  the  limb  being  too  much  bent,  after- 
wards walk  with  crutches,  bearing  gently  at  first  on  the  foot, 
then  increase  the  pressure  more  and  more,  until  the  ligament 
become  thickened,  and  the  power  of  the  muscles  increased. 
Next,  let  him  use  a shoe  with  a high  heel,  which  will  very 
much  fliininish  his  lameness.  The  patients  treated  in  this 
way,  as  you  have  an  opportunity  of  observing,  walk  after  a 
few  days  with  crutches,  then  with  a stick,  and  in  a few  months 
require  no  additional  support.  But  in  all  cases  in  which  the 
slightest  doubt  may  be  entertained,  whether  the  fracture  be 
within  or  without  the  capsule,  it  is  much  better  to  treat  them 
os  if  they  were  external  to  the  capsule,  and  which  fractures 
will  unite  by  bone. 

Of  Fractures  external  to  the  Capsule,  and  when  the  neck  of 
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the  bone  is  driven  into  the  cancellated  structure  of  the  tro- 
chanter major ; this  accident  is  marked  by  the  leg  being 
from  half  to  three  quarters  of  an  inch  shorter  than  the  other. 
'File  foot  and  toe  are  everted,  much  pain  is  felt  at  the' hip, 
and  on  the  inner  and  upper  part  of  the  thigh,  and  the  usual 
rotundity  of  tlie  joint  is  lost.  The  first  diagnostic  mark  of 
this  fracture  is,  that  it  happens  in  the  young,  and  in  persona 
under  fifty  years  of  age;  although  I have  known  it  later. 
But,  if  the  .symptoms  which  1 have  before  described,  are  seen 
at  any  age  under  fifty,  it  will  generally  be  found  to  be  a frac- 
ture e-xternal  to  the  ligament,  and  is  capable  of  union  by 
ossific  matter.  Yet  it  must  also  be  remembered,  that  this 
fracture  may  occur  in  more  advanced  age,  and  therefore  re- 
quires care  in  the  discrimination  of  tlie  two.  The  second 
sign  of  this  accident  is,  that  it  is  usually  the^  result  of  some 
very  severe  injury,  as  blows  received  on  the  part,  fiom  falling 
tipoi)  some  projecting  body,  or  from  a heavy  carriage  passing 
over  the  limb  ; whilst  the  fracture  within  the  capsule  occurs 
from  any  slight  cause.  It  may  he  known,  in  the  third  place, 
by  the  crepitus,  which  is  produced  by  a slight  motion  of  the 
limb  ; anti  it  is  not  necessary,  in  this  accident,  to  draw  the 
leg  down  to  feel  the  crepitus,  as  the  retraction  is  not  so  great 
as  in  the  former  accident.  There  is  also  usually  great  e.xtra- 
vasaiion  into  the  surrounding  parts,  and  this  swelling  is 
quickly  followed  by  great  tenderness  to  the  touch.  'J'here 
is  also  violent  pain  produced  upon  slight  motion  of  the  joint, 
followed  by  a high  degree  of  constitutional  irritation  ; and 
many  months  elapse  before  the  patient  recovers  a proper  use 
of  the  limb.  'I’he  principle  to  be  attended  to  in  the  treatment 
of  this  fracture  is,  the  approximation  of  the  bones  by  pressing 
the  trochanter  tovvards  the  acetabulum  ; at  the  same  time 
preserving  the  length  of  tlie  limb,  by  applying  a roller  around 
the  foot  of  the  injured  leg,  and  binding  it  fii  mly  to  the  sound 
^ne ; thus  making  the  sound  limb  afford  support,  and  act  as 
a splint  to  tbe  fractured  one.  A broad  leather  strap  should 
be  buckled  around  the  pelvis,  and  include  the  trochanter 
major,  so  as  to  press  the  fractured  portions  of  the  bone  firmly 
together ; and  the  best  position  in  which  you  can  place  the 
limb  is  in  a straight  line  with  the  body.  I have  also  known 
cases  do  very  well  where  the  patient  has  been  laid  on  his 
back  on  a mattress,  and  the  thigh  brought  over  the  double  in- 
clined plane,  which  may  he  very  easily  made  by  three  boards  ; 
one  passing  from  the  tuberosity  of  the  ischium  to  the  foot, 
and  the  two  others  having  a joint  in  the  middle,  by  which 
you  can  increase  the  elevation  of  the  angle  as  may  he  requir- 
ed ; 01  er  these  a pillow  should  be  thrown.  A long  splint 
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should  be  then  placed  on  the  outer  side  of  the  thigh,  fastened 
above  with  a strong  strap  around  tbe  pelvis,  and  secured  be- 
low by  another  strap  round  the  knee,  so  as  to  prevent  the  knee 
being  moved  from  its  ])osition.  This  must  he  persevered  in 
for  several  weeks,  and  the  patient  may  then  be  allowed  to  rise 
from  his  bed,  if  the  attempt  do  not  give  much  pain.  He 
must  still,  however,  wear  the  strap  around  the  pelvis  ; and 
he  thus  recovers,  with  a useful  but  shortened  limb. 

Of  Fractures  through  the  Trochanter  Major. — Fractures 
through  the  trochanter  major  are  generally  oblique,  and  they 
may  happen  without  any  injury  being  at  the  same  time 
done  to  the  neck  of  the  bone.  I'hey  happen  at  any  period 
of  life,  and  are  marked  by  the  hjllowing  symptoms  ; the  limb 
is  very  little  shortened,  and  sometimes  not  at  all  ; there  is  a 
numbness  in  the  foot ; the  patient  cannot  turn  in  bed  with- 
out assistance,  and  the  attempt  is  productive  of  great  pain. 
The  trochanter  is  sometimes  drawn  forwards  towards  the 
ilium,  sometimes  it  falls  towards  the  tuberosity  of  the  ischium, 
but  is  generally  widely  separated  from  that  portion  of  the 
bone  remaining  in  connexion  vvUh  the  neck.  The  foot  is 
greatly  everted,  and  the  patient  cminot  sit,  as  any  attempt  to 
do  so  produce.s  very  great  pain.  You  can  feel  a crepitus  with 
great  difficulty,  if  the  detached  portion  of  the  trochanter  be 
either  much  fallen,  or  much  drawn  forwards.  This  fracture 
unites  very  firmly,  and  the  patient  recovers  a good  use  of  the 
limb. 

Thi.s  accident  then,  it  appears,  may  be  easily  known  by  the 
separation  of  the  bone  at  the  fractured  part,  so  that  the  finger 
may  be  placed  between  the  fractured  portions  ; by  the  crepitus, 
felt  by  putting  the  fingers  on  the  trochanter  when  the  knee  is 
advanced  ; by  the  upper  portion  of  the  trochanter  not  follow- 
ing the  motions  of  the  lower,  and  of  the  shaft  of  the  bone ; 
and  when  at  the  lower  part  of  the  trochanter,  by  the  great 
over- lapping  and  distention  ; it  is  followed  by  an  excesskc 
deposit  of  callus. 

'J'he  treatment  of  this  accident  is  much  the  same  as  that  of 
the  former  ; you  should  pass  a wide  bandage  round  the  jielvis, 
.and  keep  the  limb  extended,  and  the  patient  in  the  horizontal 
position,  in  the  way  before  pointed  out.  Sometimes  the  bone 
is  fractured  just  beneath  tlie  trochanter,  and  the  deformity 
produced  by  this  accident  is  very  great,  which  is  caused  by 
the  upper  end  of  the  bone  being  drawn  upwards  by  the  action 
of  the  psoas  magnus  and  iliacus  internus.  The  projier  way 
to  treat  it  is  by  raising  the  thigh  over  an  inclined  plane,  and 
elevating  the  trunk  to  about  an  angle  of  45°.  In  this  manner 
you  bring  the  ends  of  the  bone  in  apposition,  but  you  should 
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not  attempt  to  depress  the  upper  end  of  the  bone,  as  it  only 
increases  the  patient’s  sufferings  to  no  purpose. 

I shall  next  speak  of 

Dislocations  of  tut;  Knee  Joint; 

And  first,  of  Dislocations  of  the  Patella.  The  patella  may 
he  dislocated  in  three  directions— outwards,  inwards,  and  up- 
wards. 

The  hone  is  most  frequently  thrown  on  the  external  con- 
dyle, and  produces  there  a great  jirojectiou  ; the  patient,  is 
also  unable  to  bend  the  knee,  and  tliese  circumstances  readily 
point  out  the  nature'of  the  injury.  It  is  most  frequently  pro- 
duced by  a person  falling  with  his  knee  turned  inwards,  and 
his  foot  at  the  same  time  turned  outwards,  and  the  action  of 
the  muscles  in  the  attempt  made  to  prevent  the  fall  draws  the 
patella  over  the  external  condyle  of  the  femur.  It  generally 
liappens  in  those  persons  who  have  naturally  a little  inclina- 
tion of  the  knee  inwards.  The  dislocation  on  the  internal 
condyle  is  less  frequent,  and  happens  from  a blow  on  the 
outer  side  of  the  patella,  received  in  a fall  on  some  projecting 
body.  To  reduce  either  these  dislocations,  you  are  to  place 
the  patient  in  the  recumb*t  posture,  and  let  the  leg  be  raised, 
by  lifting  it  at  the  heel,  by  which  you  relax  the  extensor 
muscles  of  the  thigh  in  the  greatest  possible  degree  ; yOu  then 
press  on  that  edge  of  the  bone  which  is  furthest  from  the  arti- 
culation, and  this  raises  the  inner  edge  of  the  bone  over  the 
condyle  of  the  femur,  and  it  is  directly  drawn  into  its  proper 
position  by  the  action  of  the  muscles.  Evaporating  lotions  of 
spirit  and  water  are  to  be  employed,  and  afterwards,  say  in 
two  or  three  days,  bandages  should  be  applied. 

In  the  dislocation  of  the  patella  upwards,  the  ligamentuni 
patellae  is  torn  through,  and  the  patella  is  drawn  on  the  upper 
and  fore-part  of  the  thigh  bone.  The  marks  of  this  acci- 
dent are  at  once  decisive  ; for,  besides  the  easy  motion  of  the 
patella  from  side  to  side,  a depression  is  felt  above  the  tu- 
bercle of  the  tibia,  from  the  laceration  of  the  ligament.  ’The 
patient  loses  the  power  of  bearing  on  the  limb,  and  a consi- 
derable degree  of  inflammation  usually  succeeds.  You  should, 
in  the  treatment  of  this  case,  apply  leeches,  and  afterwards 
evaporating  lotions,  from  four  to  seven  days ; then  apply  a 
roller  round  the  foot  and  leg,  and  keep  them  completely  ex-, 
tended  by  a splint  behind  the  knee  ; then  buckle  a leather  strap 
above  the  knee,  and  to  this  let  another  strap  be  fastened, 
vvhich  is  to  be  passed  under  the  foot,  and  buckled  to  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  circular  strap.  'I’he  bone  is  in  this  way  drawn 
down  to  the  ruptured  ligament,  and  a union  consequently 
takes  place.  The  patient  should,  at  the  same  time  continue 
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in  the  sitting  posture,  so  as  to  relax  the  extensors  of  the  leg 
which  are  inserted  into  the  patella. 

Of  Dislocations  of  the  Tibia  at  the  Knee  Joint. — These  dis- 
locations are  four ; two  complete,  and  two  incomplete.  In 
the  dislocation  inwards,  the  tibia  projects  on  the  inner  side 
of  the  joint,  and  the  condyle  of  the  femur  rests  on  the  ex- 
ternal semilunar  cartilage.  The  tibia  is  sometimes  thrown  on 
the  outer  side  of  the  joint,  the  condyle  of  the  femur  being 
placed  on  the  inner  semilunar  cartilage,  and  the  deformity 
produced  is  just  as  much  as  in  the  dislocation  outwards.  The 
tibia  is  sometimes  dislocated  forwards;  the  external  marks 
of  the  injury  are  these  : the  tibia  is  raised,  the  thigh  bone  is 
depressed,  and  thrown  rather  to  one  side,  sometimes  so  much 
so  as  to  compress  the  popliteal  artery.  In  the  dislocation 
backwards,  the  limb  is  shortened,  the  condyles  of  the  femur 
project,  and  there  is  a depression  of  the  ligament  of  the  pa- 
tella, and  the  leg  is  bent  forwards.  Each  of  these  disloca- 
tions may  be  reduced  by  simple  extension,  for,  as  soon  as  you 
remove  the  surface.s  of  the  bones  from  each  other,  the  muscles 
give  them  the  direction  neces.sary  to  be  restored  to  their  pro- 
per situations.  *■ 

Partial  Dislocations  of  the  Femur  from  the  Semilunar  Car- 
tilages.— In  these  cases,  where  the  secretion  of  the  synovia 
into  the  joint  has  been  very  much  increased,  the  ligaments 
become  so  much  relaxed  as  to  allow  the  cartilage?  to  glide 
on  the  surface  of  the  tibia,  especially  if  the  edge  of  the  car- 
tilage is  pressed  by  the  thigh-bone.  This  accident  was  first 
accurately  described  by  the  late  Mr.  Hey,  of  Leeds,  who  was  a 
scientific  and  successful  practitioner,  and  had  the  advance- 
ment of  the  profession  at  heart.  The  most  common  cause  of 
this  accident  is  the  person  striking  his  toe  against  some  pro- 
jecting body,  when  the  foot  is  everted.  He  immediately  feels 
pain  in  the  knee,  and  it  cannot  be  completely  extended.  I 
have  also  known  it  happen  from  a sudden  twist  inwards, 
when  the  foot  is  turned  out.  The  manner  in  which  the  acci- 
dent happens  is  as  follows:  The  ligaments  uniting  the  se- 
milunar cartilages  to  the  head  of  the  tibia  become  relaxed, 
the  cartilages  are  easily  pushed  from  their  situations  by  the 
condyles  of  the  femur,  which  therefore  come  into  contact 
with  the  head  of  the  tibia.  When  the  limb  is  attempted  to 
be  extended,  the  edges  of  the  semikinar  cartilages  prevent 
it.  Now  the  mode  of  restoring  the  parts  to  their  natural  po- 
sition is  clear,  namely,  to  bind  the  limb  back  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, by  which  you  remove  the  pressure  made  by  the  thigh- 
bone, and  this  enables  the  cartilage  to  slip  into  its  place,  and 
the  condyles  of  the  femur  are  again  received  on  the  semilumir 
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cartilages.  This  accident  is  particularly  liable  to  happen 
again,  and  the  return  of  it  is  l)est  prevented  by  a bandage 
made  with  a piece  of  linen  having  four  straps  attached  to  it, 
and  these  bound  tightly  above  and  below  the  patella. 

Of  Compound  Dislocations  of  the  Knee  Joint,  I have  only 
seen  one  example.  'I'his  reciuired  an  immediate  amputation  ; 
and,  it  is  probable,  that  in  all  these  accidents,  unless  the 
wound  is  very  small,  so  as  to  allow  of  its  ready  closure  and 
adhesion,  that  a similar  practice  will  be  necessary. 

I shall  next  speak  of 

Fractures  of  the  Knee-Joint; 

And,  first,  of  Fractures  of  the  Patella. — The  patella  is  ge- 
nerally broken  transversely,  but  sometimes  longitudinally. 

In  the  first  of  these  the  upper  part  is  drawn  from  the  lower 
by  the  action  of  the  muscles  inserted  into  it,  whilst  the  lower 
part  remains  fixed  by  its  ligament.  The  degree  of  separation 
depends  on  the  laceration  of  the  ligament.  The  accident  is  at 
once  known  by  the  depression  between  the  two  portions  of 
bone,  into  which  you  may  put  your  fingers,  and  by  the  upper 
part  of  the  bone  moving  readily  on  the  lower  and  fore-part 
of  the  thigh.  The  power  of  extending  the  limb  is  also  lost ; 
and  the  knee  bends  forwards  from  a loss  of  action  of  the  ex- 
tensor muscles.  Soon  after  the  accident,  extravasation  takes 
place  on  the  fore  part  of  the  joint,  and  produces  a livid  ap- 
pearance, but  this  is  removed  by  absorption  in  a few  days. 
There  is  afterwards  considerable  effusion,  from  inflammation 
into  the  surrounding  parts.  It  happens  either  from  blows  on 
the  patella,  or  from  the  action  of  the  muscles.  The  union  of 
this  fracture  is  generally  by  ligament,  whether  the  separation 
of  the  bones  be  great  or  little.  But  still  the  principle  which 
should  guide  you  in  the  treatment  is,  to  make  that  ligament 
as  short  as  possible.  If  the  upper  end  of  the  bone  be  retract- 
ed by  the  muscles,  the  ligament  connecting  the  bones  is  long, 
the  patient  walks  very  lame,  and  is  liable  to  fall  and  break  the 
other  patella. 

When  called  to  this  accident,  you  should  place  the  patient 
on  a mattre.ss,  extend  the  limb  on  a splint  well  padded, 
which  is  placed  behind  the  thigh  and  leg.  The  patient  should 
be  raised  as  much  as  he  can  to  the  sitting  posture,  to  relax 
the  rectus ; an  evaporating  lotion  of  white  tcash  should  then 
be  applied,  and  the  heel  should  also  be  raised  towards  the 
trunk,  to  bring  up  the  lower  portion  of  the  patella.  If  there 
should  be  much  inflammation,  existing  for  a day  or  two, 
leeches  must  be  applied,  and  an  evaporating  lotion  continued  ; 
aud  when  the  tension  has  subsided,  you  may  apply  your 
bandages.  The  mode  generally  adopted  is,  to  pass  a rdlei- 
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from  the  foot  to  the  kuee,  to  prevent  the  swelling  of  the  leg; 
then  rollers  are  applied  above  and  below  the  joint,  tinder 
w'hich  a piece  of  broad  tajie  is  jiassed  on  each  side,  which 
crosses  the  rollers  at  right  anules,  and,  by  tying  these,*the  up- 
per portion  is  brought  down  towards  the  lower.  But  the  plan 
which  1 like  best  is  this: — Buckle  a leather  strap  around  the 
thigh,  above  the  fractured  portion,  and  from  this  another 
strap  should  he  passed  beneath  the  foot,  the  leg  being  kept 
extended,  and  the  foot  raised  : this  strap  is  brought  up  on 
the  other  side  of  the  knee,  and  buckled  to  the  circular  strap 
above  the  knee ; a roller  should  also  be  applied  on  the  leg. 
After  kieping  tlie  limb  in  this  position  five  weeks,  you  may 
begin  to  use  slight  passive  motion,  taking  great  care,  how- 
ever, not  to  do  too  much,  as  you  would  separate  the  liga- 
mentous union  which  had  been  formed.  You  may  increase 
this  frttm  day  to  day,  until  the  limb  can  be  bent  perfectly.  The 
smallest  distance  at  which  1 have  known  it  to  unite  is  half  an 
inch,  and  the  greatest  distance  seven  inches  ; a moderate 
distance  is  one  or  two  inches.  It  sometimes  happens  that, 
from  the  degree  of  separation,  the  patient  loses  the  com- 
mand over  the  motions  of  the  leg;  and,  in  such  cases,  you 
must  exercise  the  extensor  muscles  by  letting  the  jtatient 
swing  his  legs  over  a table,  in  order  to  accommodate  the 
muscles  to  their  new'  line  of  action.  Unless  this  be  done,  or 
passive  motion  be  used,  the  patient  can  never  recover  the  use 
of  the  limb. 

In  the  longitudinal  fracture,  the  bone  also  unites  by  liga- 
ment. I have  seen  it  unite  by  bone,  but  it  was  rather  a fis- 
sure th.an  a fiacture.  'I'he  treatment  will  be  to  apply  leeches 
and  evaporating  lotions  ; in  a few  days  a roller  should  be  ap- 
plied, and  then  a laced  cap,  with  a strap  to  buckle  above  and 
below  the  knee,  with  a pad  on  each  side  of  the  patella,  to 
bring  the  parts  as  nearly  as  possible  into  contact. 

Compound  Fractures  of  the  Patella  are  very  dangerous  ac- 
cidents, frequently  proving  fatal  to  life,  from  the  violent  de- 
gree of  con.stitutional  irritation  which  they  occasion.  They 
are  generally  recovered  from  by  the  following  treatment : — 
Bring  the  integunjents  together  by  a small  suture,  apply  ad- 
hesive straps  round  the  knee,  evaporating  lotions  on  the  fore- 
part, and  the  limb  kept  extended  by  a splint  passed  beneath. 
Whenever  a joint  is  laid  open,  exce|)t  by  a valvular  opening, 
that  wound  is  difficult  to  heal,  from  the  flowing  of  the  syno- 
via, and  is,  therefore,  very  difficult  to  treat ; hut,  if  the  inte- 
guments be  brought  together  by  a suture,  the  parts  beneath 
often  heal  by  the  adhesive  process.  The  suture  should  not  be 
kept  in  more  than  a week. 
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In  Fractures  of  the  Condyles  of  the  Femur,  extending  into 
the  joint,  (wliich  are  known  by  the  great  swelling  that  takes 
place  into  the  joint,  by  the  crepitus  and  the  deformity,)  you 
should  place  the  limb  on  a pillow  in  the  extended  position, 
for  then  the  head  of  the  tibia  keeps  the  extremities  of  the 
bone  in  their  places.  You  should  apply  evaporating  lotions, 
and  leeches,  if  necessary,  to  subdue  the  inflammation,  and 
then  mould  a piece  of  stout  moistened  pasteboard,  round 
the  knee,  and  bind  it  on  with  a roller.  This,  when  dry,  adapts 
itself  equally  to  the  ditferent  surfaces,  and  forms  a most  ex- 
cellent splint  to  retain  the  fractured  extremities  of  the  bones. 
After  five  weeks  you  should  commence  passive  motion,  or 
otherwise  anchylosis  will  take  place.  The  same  observations 
apply  to  fractui'es  of  the  head  of  the  tibia. 

Of  the  nisLoCATioNS  of  the  Ankle  Joint. 

This  articulation  is  well  protected  by  numerous  strong 
ligaments  ; the  union  of  the  fibula,  particularly,  is  so  firm  to 
the  tibia  and  the  tarsal  bones,  that  it  generally  happens 
that  the  bone  will  rather  break  than  the  ligaments  give 
way.  I have  seen  the  tibia  dislocated  in  three  directions — in- 
wards, forward.s,  and  outwards  ; and  a fourth,  backwards, 
is  sometimes  said  to  occur.  The  dislocation  inwards  is  most 
frequent.  The  foot  is  thrown  outwards,  and  its  inner  edge 
rests  upon  the  ground  : the  internal  malleolus  projects  so 
much  against  the  integuments  as  to  threaten  their  lacera- 
tion. 'I'he  foot  easily  rotates  on  its  axis  : there  is  also  a de- 
pression above  the  malleolus  externus,  attended  with  great 
pain ; and  about  three  inches  above  the  lower  end  of  the 
fibula  a crepitus  may  be  felt.  'J’his  accident  generally  hap- 
jiens  from  a person  jumping  from  a considerable  height,  or 
from  running  violently  with  the  toe  turned  outwards,  the  foot 
being  suddenly  checked  in  its  motion  whilst  the  body  is  car- 
ried forwards  on  the  foot,  and  the  ligaments  on  the  inner 
side  of  the  ankle  give  way.  By  grasping  the  leg  about  three 
inches  above  the  ankle,  and  freely  rotating  the  foot,  a crepi- 
tus of  the  fibula  will  be  perceived.  To  reduce  the  disloca- 
tion, place  the  patient  on  a mattress  on  his  injured  side,  and 
bend  the  leg  at  right  angles  with  the  thigh,  so  as  to  relax  the 
gastrocnemii  ; let  an  assistant  grasp  the  foot,  and  gradually 
draw  it  in  a line  with  the  leg.  You  should,  at  the  same 
time,  fix  the  thigh  and  press  the  tibia  downwards,  to  force  it 
on  the  articulating  surface  of  the  astragalus.  After  the  reduc- 
tion, let  the  limb  remain  on  its  outer  side  in  the  bent  posi- 
tion, with  the  foot  well  supported  : a many-tailed  bandage 
should  be  applied,  and  kept  wet  w'ith  the  spirit  wash.  The 
patient  may  leave  his  bed  and  walk  on  crutches  at  the  end  of 
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five  weeks ; friction  and  passive  motion  should  be  used  at  the 
end  of  eight  weeks,  and  twelve  weeks  will  elapse  before  he 
has  the  perfect  motion  of  the  joint. 

Of  the  Dislocation  forwards. — Here  the  foot  appears  much 
shortened  and  fixed,  and  the  toes  pointed  to  the  ground.  'Phe 
lower  end  of  the  tibia  forms  a hard  swelling  on  the  middle  of 
the  tarsus.  The  heel  appears  lengthened,  and  there  is  a pro- 
jection before  the  tendo-achillis.  On  dissection,  it  is  found 
that  the  tibia  rests  on  the  navicular  and  internal  cuneiform 
bones,  the  fibula  is  broken,  and  carried  forwards  at  the  side 
of  tlie  tibia,  aud  it  is  fractured  about  three  inches  above  its 
malleolus.  It  happens  from  the  body  falling  backwards 
whilst  the  foot  is  confined,  or  from  a person  jumping  from  a 
carriage  in  rapid  motion,  with  the  toe  pointed  forwai-ds.  In 
reduciug  this  dislocation  you  should  lay  the  patient  in  bed  on 
his  hack,  an  assistant  should  grasp  the  thigh  at  its  lower  part, 
and  draw  it  towards  the  body,  whilst  another  pulls  the  foot 
in  a line  from  the  leg,  and  you  then  push  the  tibia  back, 
to  bring  it  into  its  proper  place ; attending  to  the  same  l ule 
of  relaxation  of  the  muscles  and  the  after-treatment  as  in 
the  former  dislocation.  The  patient  should  afterwards  rest 
the  leg  on  the  heel,  apply  splints  on  each  side  of  the  leg,  with 
foot-pieces  to  support  the  foot  at  right  angles  with  the  leg. 
In  five  weeks  you  may  allow  the  patient  to  get  up,  and  use 
passive  motion,  as  the  fibula  will,  by  that  time,  have  united. 
In  the /Jar/ /a/  dislocation  forwards,  the  tibia  rests  half  on 
the  os  naviculare  and  half  on  the  astragalus  ; the  fibula  is 
broken,  and  there  is  not  any  considerable  projection  of  the 
heel.  The  toe  is  pointed  downwards,  and  there  is  great 
difficulty  in  putting  the  foot  fiat  upon  the  ground.  The  heel 
is  drawn  up,  and  the  foot  is,  in  a great  degree,  immoveable. 
'J'he  treatment  is  the  same  as  in  the  complete  dislocation  for- 
wards. 

Of  the  Dislocation  outwards. — 'Phis  is  the  most  dangerous 
of  the  three,  as  it  is  produced  by  greater  violence,  and  is  at- 
tended with  more  laceration  of  ligament,  and  more  contusion 
of  the  integuments.  The  foot  is  thrown  inwards,  and  its 
outer  edge  rests  upon  the  ground.  The  malleolus  jirojects 
very  much,  and  forms  such  a decided  prominence  that  the 
nature  of  the  injury  cannot  be  mistaken.  The  toes  and  foot 
are  pointed  downwards.  In  this  accident  the  malleolus  in- 
ternus  is  obliquely  fractured,  and  it  happens  from  the  wheel 
of  a carriage  passing  over  the  leg,  or  by  the  foot  being  twist- 
ed in  jumping  or  falling.  To  reduce  this  dislocation,  you 
place  the  patient  on  his  back,  bend  the  thigh  at  right  angles 
with  the  body,  and  the  leg  at  right  angles  with  the  thigh ; 
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let  the  foot  be  held  finnly  by  one  assistant,  and  the  thigh 
grasped  under  the  ham  by  anotlicr ; then  extend  the  foot  in 
a line  witli  the  leg,  and  press  the  tibia  inwards  towards  the 
astragalus.  The  limb  should  be  laid  on  its  outer  side,  resting 
on  splints  with  foot-pieces,  and  a pad  should  be  placed  on  the 
fibula,  above  the  outer  ankle,  extending  a little  way  up  the 
bone,  so  as  to  support  that  i)art  of  the  leg.  The  after-treat- 
ment will  be  the  same  as  in  the  former  cases.  Passive  mo- 
tion should  be  used  in  six  weeks. 

Compound  Dislocations  of  the*jdnkle  Joints  may  take  place 
in  the  same  direction  as  the  .simple,  and  the  bones  and  liga- 
ments suffer  in  the  same  way.  Great  local  inflammation  and 
constitutional  disturbance  attend  this  accident;  the  cause  of 
these  is  the  wound  which  is  made  into  the  joint,  and  the 
great  efforts  required  to  repair  it.  The  principle  to  be  ob- 
served is  this: — Close  the  wound  as  completely  as  possible, 
to  assist  nature  in  the  adhesive  process  by  which  the  wound 
is  to  be  iiealed,  thus  rendering  suppuration  and  granulation 
less  necessary  for  the  union  of  the  opened  joint.  The  reduc- 
tiot)  is  to  be  effected  in  the  same  manner  I have  before  de- 
scribed in  simple  dislocations.  Apply  a little  lint,  dipped  in 
blood,  to  the  wound,  put  on  a many-tailed  bandage,  which  is 
to  be  kept  wet  with  spirits  of  wine  and  water,  and  the  limb 
should  rest  on  its  outer  side.  But  in  the  dislocation  outwards 
it  is  best  to  rest  the  leg  on  the  heel,  with  a splint  and  foot- 
piece  on  the  outer  and  inner  side  of  the  leg.  'I'heknee  should 
be  slightly  bent,  and  care  taken  that  the  foot  does  not  become 
pointed. 


LECTURE  LXXIV. 


On  Compound  Fractures. 

After  some  operations  had  been  performed  at  the  theatre  of 
Guy’s  Hospital,  Sir  Astley  presented  himself  to  the  pupils, 
and  said  that  he  intended  to  take  advantage  of  the  present  op- 
portunity of  their  being  together,  to  make  some  remarks  on 
compound  fractures,  to  desciibe  the  mode  in  which  they  be- 
come united,  and  to  detail  their  treatment  under  common  and 
under  adverse  circumstances. 

A Compound  Fracture  is  that  in  which  there  is  an  external 
wound  communicating  with  the  broken  extremities  of  the 
bone.  Large  wounds  may  occur  at  the  same  time  with  frac- 
tures, but  unless  these  communicate  with  the  bone,  they  are 
not  called  compound  fractures.  ’I'he  immediate  result  of  the 
fracture  Is  the  escape  of  the  extravasated  blood,  which,  in 
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simple  fracture,  becomes  absorbed.  The  effect  this  injury 
produces  on  the  constitution  is  to  set  up  a violent  re-action, 
so  as  to  bring  about  a restoration  of  the  injured  part.  The 
degree  of  this  effort  of  the  system  will  very  much  depend  on 
the  manner  in  which  the  accident  is  treated  ; and  I should 
say,  that  it  was  an  important  injury,  or  otherwise,  according 
to  the  plan  of  treatment  which  is  pursued.  For  if  you  are 
careful  in  the  management  of  the  case,  you  may  procure  ad- 
hesion of  the  external  wound,  and  thus  reduce  the  accident 
to  the  state  of  a simple  fracture.  The  mode  of  union  is  ulti- 
mately the  same;  but  in  one  kind  of  injury  ossific  matter  is 
deposited  in  cartilage  without  a suppurative  process,  and  in 
the  other  with  it.  If  you  do  not  procure  an  union  by  adhe- 
sion, it  is  brought  about  by  granulation,  and  in  the  following 
way : — The  blood,  which  is  at  first  poured  out  in  consequence 
of  the  division  of  the  vessels  of  the  medullary  membrane  and 
the  periosteum,  instead  of  being  confined  in  the  surrounding 
structures,  passes  off  by  the  external  wound  ; yet  it  must  be 
remembered  that  this  effused  blood  has  no  share  in  pro- 
ducing union  of  the  ends  of  the  bone,  as  it  becomes,  after  a 
few  days,  entirely  absorbed.  Next,  there  is  a fluid  poured  out 
between  the  periosteum  and  the  bone,  which  separates  the 
periosteum  from  the  surface  of  the  bone  for  about  an  inch  or 
an  inch  and  a half  beyond  the  place  where  the  bone  is  frac- 
tured. This  fluid  does  not  cause  a laceration  of  the  ve.ssels  of 
the  periosteum,  but  rather  an  elongation  of  them.  Now  here 
is  the  difference  between  the  simple  and  compound  fracture  ; 
for,  in  the  former,  the  fluid,  after  accumulating  for  a day  or 
two,  becomes  in  a great  measure  taken  up  by  the  absorbents, 
and  adhesive  matter  is  poured  out  in  its  stead  ; but  in  the 
latter,  a suppurative  process  is  established,  and  granulations 
arise  from  the  broken  surfaces.  In  these  granulations  carti- 
lage becomes  deposited,  and  continues  to  be  formed  for  some 
time  ; the  discharge  of  pus  gradually  diminishes,  and  in  com- 
pound fracture  cartilage  continues  to  be  formed  until  about 
the  twentieth  day.  It  is  deposited  between  the  internal  sur- 
face of  the  periosteum  and  the  external  surface  of  the  bone. 
At  the  place  where  bones  are  brought  into  contact,  the  peri- 
osteum becomes  absorbed,  and  cartilage  is  deposited  between 
them,  in  which  patches  of  bony  matter  are  formed,  and  these, 
when  completed,  are  covered  by  an  extension  of  the  original 
periosteum. 

The  cause  of  the  non-union  of  fractures  is  the  want  of  ap- 
proximation ; for  if  the  fractured  ends  arc  not  brought  into 
contact,  the  periosteum  is  not  raised,  the  cartilage  that  forms 
does  not  cover  the  extremities  of  the  bones,  and  the  protrud- 
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iiig  portions  are  removed  by  the  absorbents,  so  that  the  pro- 
cess of  union  only  goes  on  in  those  surfaces  of  bone  which  are 
lying  in  contact. 

Under  the  granulations  arising  from  the  cancellated  struc- 
ture, cartilage  is  also  found,  and  about  the  twelfth  day  in 
simple,  and  from  the  seventeenth  to  the  twentieth  day  in 
compound  fracture,  there  are  bony  patches  deposited  in  the 
cartilage  ; it  is  by  the  accumulation  of  these  patches  that  os- 
sific  union  gradually  takes  place.  A comiiound  fracture  is 
necessarily  slower  in  its  progress  towards  recovery,  from  the 
causes  just  explained^  than  a simple  fracture  ; and  the  union 
is  frequently  retarded  by  exfoliations  of  bone,  which  will  often 
take  up  a tedious  time  to  separate,  and  keep  up  considerable 
constitutional  irritation.  Three  months  may  be  considered  a 
short  time  for  the  union  of  a compound  fracture  to  take  place ; 
sometimes  the  accident  is  not  recovered  from  in  nine  months, 
and,  occasionally,  not  even  in  twelve. 

I shall  now  proceed  to  speak  of  their  treatment  under  com- 
mon circumstances. 

Reduce  the  bones  as  speedily  as  you  can,  and  this  may  be 
very  easily  done  by  relaxing  the  muscles  acting  upon  the  limb. 
Bring  them  as  nearly  into  apposition  as  possible,  and  if  there 
be  slight  hemorrhage,  do  not  be  searching  for  a small  vessel, 
but  place  a little  lint  over  the  wound,  and  by  making  gentle 
pressure  on  it  you  may  easily  suppress  the  hemorrhage.  1 
shall  have  some  further  remarks  to  make  on  this  subject, 
when  speaking  of  the  difficulties  sometimes  attending  these 
accidents.  Next  bring  the  integuments  as  neatly  over  the 
parts  as  you  can,  and  dip  a dossil  of  lint  in  the  blood,  and 
put  it  on  the  surface  of  the  wound,  which  irritates  the  least 
of  any  application  I know  of,  and  appears  to  approach  the 
nearest  of  any  other  to  the  natural  covering  of  the  parts.  In 
this  way  the  wound  unites  by  the  adhesive  process,  and  the 
union  of  the  bone  goes  on  as  in  simple  fracture,  and  is  cured 
in  one  fourth  part  of  the  time  which  would  be  required  if  the 
wound  were  allowed  to  be  filled  by  granulations.  This  being 
the  principal  object,  you  should  always  aim  at  it,  unless  the 
fracture  be  accompanied  with  severe  contusion  of  the  soft 
parts,  when  you  must  apply  a poultice  in  order  to  facilitate 
the  discharge  from  the  wound,  and  promote  the  separation  of 
the  parts  to  be  removed.  As  for  example,  a wound  caused  by 
a heavy  body  passing  over  the  limb,  the  parts  must  slough, 
and  therefore  it  would  be  useless  to  attempt  to  procure  an 
union  by  adhesion.  If  the  wound  communicating  with  the 
fracture  be  caused  by  the  ends  of  the  bone  or  any  sharp  in- 
strument, you  may  generally  succeed  in  procuring  an  adhc- 
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sion.  Bnt  do  not  apply  adhesive  plaster,  as  it  frequently  pro- 
duces erysipelas  on  the  edge  of  the  wound,  and  on  this  ac- 
count 1 have  latterly  put  a bit  of  lint  on  the  edges  of  the  wound, 
after  removing  the  female  breast,  and  the  adhesive  plaster 
over  it.  Then  apply  the  many-tailed  bandage  loosely,  so  that 
it  may  give  way  to  the  tension  that  follows  ; you  should  also 
apply  some  evaporating  lotion,  and  the  material  of  which  the 
bandage  is  made  is  a vei-y  good  thing  for  the  purpose  of  retain- 
ing the  fluid. 

Splints  should  afterwards  be  put  on  ; those  made  of  wood 
are  the  best,  and  one  should  be  put  on  each  side  of  the  limb. 
Do  not  apply  the  splints  tightly  at  first,  so  as  to  cause  pain, 
but  see  that  they  are  well  padded,  and  the  bones  nicely  ad- 
justed. In  a few  days  it  often  happens  that  inflammation 
arises,  and  a discharge  of  pus  follows,  when  the  lint  which 
was  at  first  applied  should  be  partly  removed,  and  the  matter 
allowed  to  discharge.  If  the  matter  should  be  small  in  quan- 
tity after  you  have  let  it  out,  replace  the  lint  carefully,  and  do 
not  ap|)ly  a poultice,  but  continue  the  use  of  the  cold  wash. 
If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  discharge  of  matter  be  considerable, 
or  if  it  be  a contused  wound,  with  a tendency  to  slough,  then 
you  should  apply  fomentations  and  poultices,  and  heal  the 
wound  by  a granulating  process. 

The  position  of  the  limb  may  be  just  the  same  as  in  simple 
fracture,  with  this  exception,  that  if  the  suppurative  process 
should  be  set  up,  the  wound  will  require  dressing,  and  there- 
fore it  will  be  necessary  to  have  the  limb  in  a convenient  posi- 
tion for  that  purpose. 

If  the  leg  be  fractured,  it  should  be  bent,  and  laid  on  its 
outer  side,  for  if  it  rests  on  the  heel,  then  the  fractured  part 
is  without  support,  and  it  requires  very  great  attention  ro  pre- 
vent deformity  of  the  limb.  If,  while  the  leg  is  lying  on  its 
side,  you  allow  the  toe  to  fall,  the  foot  becomes  everted,  and 
the  patient  seldom  recovers  a useful  limb. 

If  the  fracture  is  in  the  thigh,  it  should  be  placed  over  a 
double  inclined  plane,  with  a splint  on  each  side  ; that  on 
the  outside  should  reach  from  the  trochanter  beyond  the 
knee  ; and  both  in  this  and  the  former  fracture  you  should 
keep  the  ball  of  the  great  toe  in  a line  with  the  inner  side  of 
the  patella  I do  not  like  the  extended  position  of  the  limb, 
because  the  muscles  are  |)ut  upon  the  stretch,  and  there  is 
danger  of  a shortening  of  the  limb  ensuing.  This  was  the 
practice  about  fifty  years  ago.  The  lateral  position  of  the 
limb,  as  recommended  by  Mr.  Pott,  I also  object  to,  for  two 
reasons  ; the  first  is,  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  keep  the 
toes  from  falling,  the  consequence  is  that  the  foot  is  turned 
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out ; and  I have  seen  several  patients,  treated  by  Mr.  Pott  for 
tliis  accident,  who  had  this  deformity.  'J'he  second  objection 
to  the  practice  is,  that  the  limb,  from  being  kept  long  in  the 
e.Ktended  position,  causes  the  motion  of  the  knee-joint  to  be 
very  much  diminished,  and  there  is  great  difficulty  subse- 
quently in  restoring  it. 

In  compound  fracture  of  the  humerus,  let  the  arm  hang  by 
the  side,  with  the  fore-.arm  and  hand  very  slightly  supported 
in  a sling,  so  that  its  weight  may  not  be  entirely  taken  off  the 
liuraerus,  for  it  will  tend  materially  to  preserve  the  apposition 
of  the  ends  of  the  bosie.  Uo  not  keep  the  patient  in  bed,  for 
in  the  recumbent  i)osture  tiie  arm  is  generally  placed  across 
the  chest,  the  arm  is  put  on  the  twi.st,  and  the  fracture  unites 
badly. 

A compound  fracture  of  the  femur  generally  does  better 
than  a compound  fracture  of  the  leg,  because  the  bone  is  so 
much  surrounded  by  muscle  that  the  wound  made  is  much 
more  easily  closed,  and  is  not  therefore  followed  by  the  same 
degree  of  suppuration. 

The  humerus  generally  does  well  when  fractured,  on  the 
same  account.  The  worst  cases  are  those  of  the  fore-arm  and 
leg,  from  inflammation  and  sloughing  of  the  tendons  in  the 
one,  and  the  superficial  nature  of  the  covering  of  the  bone  in 
the  other. 

The  constitutional  treatment  required  in  these  accidents  will 
be  regulated  by  the  force  of  the  symptoms  ; but  there  are  a 
few  circumstances  which  1 consider  important  for  you  to  be- 
come acquainted  with.  If  the  patient  be  yonng  and  plethoric, 
take  blood  from  the  arm  sufficient  to  allay  the  constitutional 
suffering,  but  do  not  give  purgatives,  as  they  very  much  dis- 
turb the  patient,  and  add  to  the  irritation,  by  the  necessity 
which  there  is  of  his  being  frequently  moved.  Nothing  is  so 
bad  in  the  treatment  of  compound  fracture  as  the  frequent 
changing  of  the  positions  and  dressings  of  the  patient ; it  is  a 
state  of  rest  which  is  necessary  for  the  recovery  of  the  parts, 
and,  therefore,  the  less  they  are  disturbed  the  better.  Give 
opium  to  quiet  the  irritation,  and  give  also,  at  the  same  time, 
the  saline  mixture,  with  the  liquor  antim.  tartarizat.  to  keep 
up  the  secretion  of  the  skin. 

I shall  next  speak  of  the  difficulties  sometimes  met  with  in 
the  treatment  of  these  accidents;  and,  first  of  the  difficulty 
which  now  and  then  exists  in  the  reduction  of  the  bone  which 
occasionally  arises  from  a portion  of  skin  being  nipped  under 
the  projecting  extremity  of  the  bone.  When  you  try  to  ex- 
tend the  limb,  you  find  you  cannot  bring  the  skin  into  its 
idace.  If  this  projecting  portion  of  bone  be  not  large,  make 
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ail  iucioion  through  the  iutegunieiits,  and  turn  them  on  one 
side  sufficiently  to  reduce  the  bone,  and  afterwards  try  to 
unite  the  parts  by  the  adliesive  process. 

When  you  experience  any  difficulty  in  tlie  reduction  of  a 
fracture  which  is  very  oblique,  do  not  divide  the  integuments, 
as  the  piobabilities  are  that  the  periosteum  lias  been  injured 
on  the  exposed  bone,  and  that  it  would  afterwards  separate  by 
a tedious  process  of  exfoliation  ; the  vitality  of  the  part  is 
very  low,  and  the  wound  necessary  to  be  made  to  replace  the 
bone  would  be  a large  one.  But  what  I advise  you  to  do  is, 
to  saw  off  the  sharp  projections  of  bone  at  the  extremities  of 
the  fractured  portions,  and  then  carefully  replace  the  bone  in 
its  proper  situation.  The  muscles  will  draw  the  ends  of  the 
bone  together,  even  If  it  be  shortened.  Do  not  adopt  this 
practice,  however,  where  there  are  two  bones,  and  one  is  not 
fractured,  for  if  the  broken  or  the  sawn  surfaces  be  not  brought 
into  contact,  no  ossilic  union  can  take  place,  I know  that 
some  cases  have  been  published  by  a very  ingenious  surgeon, 
hi  which  it  was  supposed  that  ossilic  union  had  taken  place  be- 
tw'eeii  the  separated  portions  of  the  tibia;  but  I think  that  this 
union  was  effected  by  a tough  ligamento-cartilaginous  mate- 
rial, and  not  by  bone. 

If  the  bone  be  very  much  shattered,  and  several  pieces  be  de- 
tached and  loose,  remove  them,  but  with  the  greatest  degree 
of  care,  so  as  to  avoid  irritating  the  wound  more  than  is  abso- 
lutely necessary.  If  these  portions  of  bone  be  not  removed, 
they  will  produce  excessive  irritation,  and  will  very  much  re- 
tard the  healing  of  the  wound  by  frequent  exfoliations.  But 
if  the  pieces  be  large,  do  not  detach  them,  for  if  they  be  con- 
nected by  periosteum  they  will  again  unite;  or  if  there  be  one 
large  piece,  and  the  periosteum  on  it  is  entire,  let  it  remain. 

Compound  fractures  are  often  attended  with  hemorrhage 
from  large  arteries,  which  have  been  wounded  by  the  broken 
extremities  of  the  bone.  It  was  formerly  the  practice  to  am- 
putate in  these  accidents,  whenever  any  vessel  of  importance 
was  wounded,  under  the  supposition  that  the  injury  could  not 
be  repaired,  and  that  gangrene  would,  in  all  probability,  hap- 
pen. But  I have  seen  so  many  limbs  saved,  even  when  the 
piincipal  artery  going  to  the  limb  has  been  torn,  that  I am 
induced,  by  experience,  to  adopt  a different  plan.  1 will  just 
give  you  a table  of  some  of  tlie.^e  cases,  and  mention  their  re- 
sults. Sometimes  the  anterior  tibial  artery  is  torn  through. 
In  a case  which  I perfectly  recollect,  the  vessel  was  taken  up 
by  a tenaculum  and  .secured,  and  the  patient  did  very  well.  In 
one  ease,  wheie  the  posterior  tibial  artery  was  wounded,  it 
was  .secured  by  ligature,  and  the  patient  also  did  well.  But  in 
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iinother  case  of  the  same  kind  the  man  died,  but  the  lieinor- 
rliage  was  stopped  by  pressing  a piece  of  lint  into  the  wound, 
and  the  artery  was  not  tied. 

The  introduction  of  extraneous  bodies  into  the  wound  to 
suppress  hemorrhage  is  wrong  in  compound  fractuie,  as  they 
produce  too  much  irritation,  and  do  not  effectually  answer  the 
proposed  object.  It  is  better  in  some  cases,  in  which  you  have 
great  difficulty  to  secure  the  vessel  at  the  wound,  not  to  be 
twitching  and’  pulling,  and  continually  irritating  the  wound, 
and  frequently  to  little  purpose,  but  to  cut  down  at  once  on 
the  artery,  in  its  course  to  the  part.  If,  for  example,  the  pos- 
terior tibial  artery  should  be  wounded  just  below  the  middle 
of  the  leg,  where  it  is  deeply  covered  by  muscle,  it  should  be 
cut  down  upon  higher  up,  and  .secured.  Mr.  Hey  sawed  through 
the  fibula  to  get  at  the  posterior  tibial  from  the  outer  part  of 
the  leg;  but  I should  recommend  ,it  to  be  secured  from  the 
inner  side  of  the  leg  by  making  an  incision  between  the  gas- 
trocnemii  and  the  tibia,  and  then  cutting  through  the  fascia 
covering  the  deep  muscles. 

I have  only  known  one  instance  of  the  femoral  artery  being 
divided  in  compound  fracture,  and  I thought  it  right  to  am- 
putate immediately  ; the  hemorrhage  was  but  slight,  but  as 
the  artery  and  vein  were  both  torn  through,  1 considered  there 
was  very  little  chance  of  saving  the  limb. 

In  two  cases  of  division  of  the  brachial  artery  by  fracture, 
amputation  became  necessary.  In  one  of  these  cases  I ampu- 
tated even  whilst  the  gangrene,  which  had  taken  place  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  arm,  was  extending  ; but  as  this  arose  only 
from  local  injury,  the  patient  did  perfectly  well. 

I shall  not  have  time  to-day  to  go  through  the  difficulties 
which  yet  remain  to  be  described  in  the  treatment  of  these 
accidents,  and  1 shall  therefore  leave  them  until  we  next 
meet. 


LECTURE  LXXV. 


Gentlemen,  I shall  now  take  the  opportunity  of  concluding 
the  subject  of  compound  fractures;  and  shall  therefore  next 
speak  of  these  accidents  when  extending  into  i\\e  joints. 

If  a compound  fracture  should  extend  into  the  ankle  joint, 
that,  of  itself,  would  form  no  reason  why  amputation  should 
be  performed ; but  you  should  be  guided  principally  by  the 
nature  of  the  injury,  by  the  age,  and  also  by  the  constitution 
of  the  patient.  If  the  compound  fractuie  extending  into  this 
joint  be  oblique,  it  will  generally  do  well,  provided  care  be 
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taken  to  procure  adhesion  of  the  wound,  which  is  best  effect- 
ed by  applying  liut  dipped  in  blood  to  the  lacerated  integu- 
ments, and  allowing  it  to  remain  there  until  it  separates 
spontaneously.  The  many  tailed  bandage  should  be.  applied, 
and  kept  wet  with  a spirituous  lotion,  composed  of  sp.  vini, 
IJ.  aquffi  gv.  A splint  should  be  applied  on  each  side,  pad- 
ded with  cushions  so  as  to  preserve  the  great  toe  in  a line 
with  the  patella,  as  I before  mentioned  to  you,  which  is  a 
point  you  must  attend  to  on  these  occasions.  Place  the  leg 
on  its  side,  in  the  semiflexed  position,  so  as  to  relax  the 
muscles,  and  render  the  patient’s  position  as  easy  as  possible. 
The  position,  however,  will  require  to  be  varied,  according 
to  the  situation  of  the  wound.  But  if  the  bone  be  comminut- 
ed, as  well  as  broken  into  the  joint,  and  if  there  be  bleeding 
from  any  large  vessel,  it  will  be  proper  to  amputate  imme- 
diately ; more  especially  if  the  patient  be  obliged  to  work  hard 
for  his  support,  for  after  recovery  from  comminution,  the 
limb  will  bear  but  a slight  degree  of  exertion. 

But  still,  if  the  constitution  be  good,  and  the  person  be 
about  the  middle  age,  it  is  right  to  take  away  the  small  pieces 
of  bone,  heal  the  wound  by  adhesion,  and  produce  anchy- 
losis. In  one  case  suppuration  evep  followed,  and  the  patient 
did  perfectly  well. 

If  a compound  fracture  extend  into  the  knee  joint,  and  the 
opening  be  large,  it  will  be  necessary  to  amputate,  as  the 
constitutional  disturbance  will  be  exceedingly  great,  and  run 
the  risk  of  destroying  the  patient.  But  if  the  opening  be 
small,  try  to  procure  adhesion,  and  thus  make  it  a simple 
wound.  When  the  condyles  of  the  femur  are  broken  into 
the  joint,  the  limb  is  to  be  placed  on  a pillow  in  the  straight 
position,  and  evaporating  lotions  and  leeches  are  to  be  used 
to  subdue  the  inflammation  and  swilling  which  necessarily 
attend  this  accident.  Supposing  the  external  wound  to  have 
closed,  you  then  apply  pieces  of  pasteboard,  moistened  by 
being  soaked  in  warm  water,  about  sixteen  inches  long,  and 
broad  enough  to  reach  under  the  joint, -and  have  them  con- 
fined by  a roller.  When  these  dry,  you  will  find  them  exactly 
adapted  to  the  shape  of  the  joint,  and  afterwards  retain  their 
form,  so  as  best  to  confine  the  bones.  I prefer  the  straight 
position  in  these  cases,  because  the  tibia  presses  the  extre- 
mity of  the  broken  condyle  into  a line  with  that  which  is  not 
injured. 

Compound  fractures  of  the  elbow  joint  generally  happen 
through  the  internal  condyles  of  the  os  humeri,  and  the  frac- 
ture takes  an  oblique  direction  into  the  joint.  In  the  most 
severe  accidents  of  this  kind,  the  constitution  is  generally 
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able  to  support  them,  if  they  be  judiciously  managed  ; I could 
mention  to  j'ou  several  cases  which  would  prove  the  success 
of  the  practice  of  effecting  union  by  adhesion.  A case  now 
presents  itself  to  my  recollection,  of  which  I will  give  you  an 
outline. 

I was  called  to  this  hospital,  to  see  a brewer’s  servant,  vvho 
had  a compound  fracture  of  the  elbow  joint,  from  the  dray 
passing  over  his  arm,  which  had  considerably  comminuted 
the  bones.  1 could  pass  my  finger  readily  into  the  joint,  and 
feel  the  brachial  artery  pulsating  on  its  fore  part.  Consider- 
ing the  violence  done  to  the  joint,  and  the  constitution  of  the 
])atient — as  men  in  such  employment,  you  know,  are  in  the 
iiabit  of  drinking  largely  of  porter  and  sjiirits,  and  therefore 
render  their  constitutions  exceedingly  irritable— I told  him 
that  I feared  there  was  .‘••carcely  any  chance  of  his  recovery, 
unless  he  consented  to  have  the  limb  removed  ; this  he  de- 
termined, however,  not  to  submit  to,  and  1 therefore  did  all 
in  my  power  to  save  both  his  life  and  his  liinh.  The  bones 
were  easily  rc])laced,  and  the  parts  tvere  brought  carefully  to- 
gether. The  limb  was  laid  upon  a splint,  a bandage  was 
lightly  applied,  .and  the  fore  arm  was  placed  .at  right  angles 
with  the  upper  arm.  The  wound  united  without  any  unto- 
ward circumstances  ; and  the  only  thing  that  happened,  which 
appeared  in  the  least  to  retard  his  recovery,  was  the  forma- 
tion of  an  abscess  in  his  shoulder,  which  was  opened,  and 
immediately  healed.  T'he  joint  was  not  even  completely 
anehylosed,  for  he  retained  suflicient  motion  to  allow  him  to 
resume  his  former  occupation. 

If  a contraiy  ])ractice  be  adopted,  if  poultices,  for  example, 
be  applied,  the  adhesive  process  is  prevented,  and  suppura- 
tion produced,  which  puts  life  in  danger,  or  renders  amputa- 
tion necessary.  I will,  whilst  I think  of  it,  give  you  the 
result  of  a case  where  this  practice  was  followed. 

A woman,  between  fifty  and  sixty  years  of  age,  was  admitted 
into  Guy’s  Hospital,  with  a wound  of  the  elbow  joint,  and 
fracture  of  both  the  condyles  of  the  os  humeri.  A jtoultice 
was  directed  to  be  applied,  and  fomentations  ordered  twice  in 
the  day.  On  the  day  following  the  accident  she  had  a con- 
siderable degree  of  fever.  On  the  third  day  the  upper  arm 
was  exceedingly  swollen,  attended  with  a copious  sanious  dis- 
charge from  the  wound.  On  the  fourth  day  her  strength  was 
greatly  reduced,  and  the  wound  had  almost  ceased  to  dis- 
charge, but  the  arm  was  very  much  swollen,  and  on  the  fifth 
day  she  died. 

in  all  cases  of  this  accident,  the  arm  should  be  kept  in  the 
bent  position  ; for  as  anchylosis,  in  a greatet  or  less  degree. 
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will  be  the  consequence,  it  is  atrended  with  much  less  incon- 
venience in  this  position  than  in  any  other.  If  the  bones  be 
very  much  comminuted  and  the  wound  large,  all  the  detached 
portions  of  bone  should  be  removed  ; but  in  old  people,  when 
much  injury  is  done,  there  is  often  not'  sufficient  strength 
to  support  the  suppurative  process,  and  amputation  should 
be  recommended.  The  edges  of  the  wound  should  be  kept 
together  by  placing  a piece  of  lint  dipped  in  blood  over  them, 
and  a bandage  lightly  applied,  wetted  with  spirits  of  wine 
and  water.  Even  if  it  should  suppurate,  it  will  not  be  neces- 
sary to  amputate,  unless  any  thing  particular  should  after- 
wards happen. 

A compound  fracture  extending  into  the  wrist  joint  is  a 
very  serious  accident  when  the  radius  is  much  comminuted, 
but  it  is  an  injury  which  does  very  well  when  the  radius  is 
broken  without  being  much  shattered.  I saw  a case  of  this 
injury  in  a patient  in  the  country,  w'here  the.  man  met  with 
the  accident  by  falling  upon  the  back  of  his  hand,  and  the 
ulna  protruded  an  inch  and  a half  through  the  integuments  ; 
the  bone  was  immediately  reduced  and  bandaged  lightly;  the 
wound  healed  by  the  adhesive  process,  and  the  man  recovered 
the  perfect  use  of  his  limb.  1 recollect  another  case  of  the 
same  kind,  which  came  under  the  care  of  IMr.  Chandler,  in 
the  other  hospital ; 1 now  forget  in  what  manner  the  accident 
happened,  but  the  ulna  projected  through  the  integuments  at 
the  back  of  the  carpus,  and  a compound  fracture  of  the  ra- 
dius, with  great  comminution  of  the  bone,  was  produced. 
’I'he  ulna  was  first  replaced,  but  immediately  resumed  its  dis- 
located position  on  the  l)ack  of  the  wrist,  although  it  did  not 
again  protrude  through  the  skin.  The  hand  and  fore-arm  were 
j)laced  in  a poultice,  and  were  ordered  to  he  fomented  twice 
in  the  day.  A copioys  suppuration  ensued,  attended  with 
violent  constitutional  irritation  ; and  IMr.  Chandler,  in  order 
to  save  the  patient’s  life,  after  a lapse  of  several  weeks,  ampu- 
tated the  limb. 

In  a similar  case,  it  would  be  propei',  when  torn  pieces  of 
bone  can  be  felt  at  the  extremities  of  the  radius,  that  the 
wound  should  be  enlai'ged  for  their  removal  ; and  instead  of 
fomentations  and  poultices  being  used,  that  the  wrist  should 
be  surrounded  by  lint  dipped  in  the  blood,  and  a roller  loosely 
applied.  The  arm  should  be  supported  on  a splint,  so  as  to 
keep  it  perfectly  free  from  inotio/i ; evaporating  lotions  should 
be  applied  ; and  the  limb  should  not  be  disturbed  unless  the 
patient  has  symptoms  of  a suppurative  process,  when  a small 
opening  should  be  made  in  the  bandage,  t<j  allow  of  the 
escape  of  pu.'*,  but  still  the  bandages  should  be  suffered  to 
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remain.  The  patient  should  be  bled  from  the  arm,  if  the  in- 
flammation and  constitutional  irritation  be  considerable,  and 
leeches  should  be  occasionally  applied  under  these  circum- 
stances. The  bowels  should  be  kept  gently  open,  but  all  active 
purging  avoided.  If  the  suppurative  process  have  extended 
up  the  tendons  of  the  fore-arm,  it  will  be  necessary  to  am- 
putate. The  operation  should  not  be  performed  where  the 
tendons  are  loose  in  the  arm,  but  further  up,  in  the  mus- 
cular part  of  it ; you  would  otherwise  have  a sloughy,  irritable 
stump. 

Another  untoward  circumstance  is  degree  of  inflamma- 
tion attacking  the  neighbouring  parts.  If  the  patient’s  gene- 
ral health  be  good,  the  inflammation  will  not  extend  beyond 
a few  inches  around  the  accident ; but  if  the  patient  be  irri- 
table, and  the  injury,  for  example,  be  in  the  leg,  the  inflam- 
mation will  extend  along  the  course  of  the  absorbents  to  the 
groin,  and  if  there  be  effusion  at  the  same  time  accompanying 
this,  it  must  be  considered  as  an  indication  of  great  danger. 
Such  appearances  must  not  be  treated  very  actively  by  deple- 
tion ; apply  leeches,  fomentations  also,  and  poultices  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  wound.  Lotions  also  of  the  liquor 
ammoniae  acetatis,  with  rectified  spirits  of  wine,  should  be 
applied  to  the  inflammation  on  the  limb,  whilst  the  poultice 
is  applied  to  the  neighbourhood  of  the  wound.  At  the  same 
time  opium  should  be  given  to  allay  the  constitutional  irri- 
tability, and  a gentle  diaphoresis  promoted  on  the  skin,  by 
giving  some  saline  medicines,  as  the  liq.  ammon.  acet.  These 
symptoms  generally  make  their  appearance  in  persons  who 
have  lived  irregularly,  cither  as  regards  their  diet  or  their 
habits.  Be  very  cautious  about  the  administration  of  purga- 
tives, as  they  disturb  the  patient  very  much  ; but  if  absolutely 
necessary,  give  an  enema. 

.Another  obstacle  met  with  in  the  treatment  of  compound 
fracture  is  an  excessive  spasmodic  action  of  the  muscles.  This 
action  is  sometimes  so  violent  as  to  render  all  your  attempts 
to  overcome  it  absolutely  nugatory.  In  one  case  it  disturbed 
the  limb  so  much  as  to  render  amputation  necessary,  and  on 
dissection  it  was  found  that  there  was’  a piece  of  bone  sepa- 
rated from  the  other  parts,  and  locked  between  the  extremi- 
ties of  the  bone. 

It  is  sometimes  necessary  to  amputate  from  a want  of  union 
between  the  fractured  ends  of  the  bone  ; and  on  this  subject  I 
can  furnish  you  with  the  knowledge  of  a circumstance  that 
may  be  of  the  greatest  importance  in  your  future  practice. 
’You  may  recollect  having  seen  me  amputate,  a short  time 
since,  the  leg  of  a youug  woman  in  Dorcas’  Ward,  for  a great 
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deformity  of  the  limb ; it  unfitted  her  for  any  of  the  active 
duties  of  life,  and  she  therefore  became  desirous  of  having  it 
removed.  By  some  mismanagement  or  other  the  bone  was 
fractured  in  the  process  of  parturition,  and  although  she  is 
now  about  nineteen  years  of  age,  there  has  not  been  the  least 
attempt  made  towards  ossific  union.  The  part  where  the 
fracture  took  place  was  as  flexible  as  a joint,  and  I therefore 
wish  to  put  you  on  your  guard,  so  that  you  may  be  very  care- 
ful to  avoid  so  distressing  an  accident.  I have  met  with  other 
cases  of  a similar  description,  and  therefore  I am  inclined  to 
think]  that  it  is  generally  the  result  of  fractures  occurring  at 
that  period. 

The  ordinary  treatment  of  these  cases  is,  to  bandage  the 
limb  firmly,  buckle  on  a case  of  firm  leather  over  the  limb, 
and  adjust  carefully  a splint  on  each  side  of  it,  so  that  no  la- 
teral motion  may  be  allowed.  If  it  should  happen  in  the  leg, 
let  the  patient  walk  as  much  as  she  can  on  crutches,  and  thus, 
by  making  pressure  on  the  ends  of  the  bone,  bring  on  a suffi- 
cient degree  of  inflammation  to  throw  out  adhesive,  and,  after- 
wards, ossific  matter.  I believe  non-union  is  sometimes  the 
result  of  continuing  cold  applications  for  too  long  a period  to 
die  part,  thus  checking  that  degree  of  inflammatory  action 
which  is  absolutely  necessary  to  bring  about  a restoration  of 
the  parts.  But  if  properly  managed  it  is  generally  unneces- 
sary to  amputate  in  this  state  of  the  parts.  Mr.  Araesbury’s 
splints  will  be  found  very  useful  in  the  treatment  of  such 
cases  ; they  have  been  used  at  the  other  hospitais  frequently, 
and  I believe  have  been  successful  in  accomplishing  the  de- 
sired object. 

It  has  been  recommended  to  amputate  parts  which  have 
been  injured  by  compound  fracture  when  tetanus  makes  its 
appearance.  But  1 advise  you  never  to  do  so,  as  in  the  cases 
in  which  I have  seen  the  practice  tried,  I have  not  observed  it 
successful.  What  I advise  you  rather  to  do  is,  to  put  some 
of  the  extract  of  opium,  liquified  by  the  addition  of  a little 
water,  into  the  wound  ; I have  known  this  succeed  when 
large  doses  of  musk  and  opium  had  been  taken  without  pro- 
ducing any  effect. 

When  is  the  most  proper  time  to  amputate  in  compound 
fractures,  supposing  the  operation  to  he  necessary  7 

All  the  circumstances  before  mentioned  being  tcaken  into 
account,  if  it  will  be  necessary  to  amputate  in  a few  days  after 
the  accident,  then  the  sooner  it  is  done  the  better. 

If  you  amputate  at  one  hour  after  the  accident,  the  patient 
will  do  better  than  if  you  leave  it  twelve  hours.  For  this  rea- 
son, if  you  amputate  immediately,  the  constitution  has  but 
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one  shock  to  sustain,  and  in  general  rallies  much  better  than 
when  the  amputation  is  delayed.  But  if  you  leave  it  eight  or 
twelve  hours,  there  is  a great  degree  of  irritation  previously 
set  up.  The  loss  of  blood  is  rather  a favourable  circumstance 
than  otherwise,  to  precede  the  operation.  The  persons  in 
whom  these  operations  succeed  the  least  are  such  as  are  load- 
ed with  adipose  matter;  if  you  leave  the  limb,  the  constitu- 
tional irritation  runs  so  high  that  it  generally  destroys  life, 
and  if  you  amputate,  they  frequently  die  in  twenty-four  hours 
after  the  operation,  Jrom  the  constitution  being  unable  to 
bear  the  shock  which  that  operation  produces.  The  cases  of 
compound  fracture  admitted  into  the  hospitals,  generally  do 
well  in  the  proportion  of  about  three  to  four,  which  circum- 
stance, I think,  alone  would  furnish  an  incontrovertible  proof 
of  the  superiority  of  the  treatment  by  adhesion  to  that  which 
was  formerly  employed. 


LECTURE  LXXVI. 


On  Suppuration  in  Bone. 

Gentle:\ien — Abscesses  are  sometimes  found  between  the 
periosteum  and  surface  of  the  bone,  at  other  times  within  its 
cancellated  structure,  and,  occasionally,  but  very  rarely,  be- 
tween the  lamina  forming  the  shell  of  the  bone. 

When  an  abscess  forms  between  the  periosteum  and  sur- 
face of  the  bone,  it  possesses  the  common  characters  of  the 
formation  of  matter  ; there  is  severe  pain  extending  along  the 
surface  of  the  bone  ; this  pain,  though  severe,  is  of  an  obtuse 
kind  ; it  becomes  worse  at  night,  and  produces  an  inequality 
on  the  surface  of  the  bone.  It  is  a long  time,  however,  be- 
fore the  periosteum  ulcerates;  the  skin  presents  a circum- 
scribed blush  ; you  may  even  feel  a fluctuation  for  a long  pe- 
riod before  the  abscess  breaks.  The  matter  is  to  be  evacuated 
as  soon  as  the  redness  and  fluctuation  are  distinct ; then  place 
the  periosteum  as  closely  on  the  bone  as  you  can,  leaving  a 
small  opening  for  the  discharge  of  the  matter,  and  apply  at 
the  same  time  straps  of  adhesive  plaster  round  the  opening,  to 
keep  the  periosteum  in^contact  with  the  bone,  and  the  pro- 
bability is  that  the  parts  will  unite  by  adhesion.  But  if  the 
opening  made  by  nature  or  by  the  surgeon  be  large,  the  bone 
is  deprived  of  its  supply  of  blood,  the  part  exfoliates,  and 
granulations  afterwards  shoot  out. 

The  treatment  to  be  further  pursued  is  this  : if  the  bone 
be  much  exposed  and  die,  touch  it  with  an  acid  that  will  de- 
compose the  phosphate  of  lime,  and  the  cartilaginous  part 
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also,  aud  for  this  purpose  the  lotion  of  muriatic  acid,  coui- 
mencing  with  gtt.  ji.  5I.  of  water,  or  the  lotion  of  nitric  acid 
gtt.  ji.  to  3j.,  will  be  found  the  most  useful.  I think,  however, 
that  the  diluted  nitric  acid  is  the  be.st ; it  induces  a healthy 
state  of  the  bone,  and  of  the  other  parts,  and  it  is  the  applica- 
tion which  I generally  prefer.  Sometimes  acetic  acid  is  used 
for  this  purpose. 

When  the  granulations  arise  from  either  the  medullary 
membrane,  or  from  the  periosteum,  on  the  surface  of  the 
bone,  cartilage  is  first  deposited,  aud  afterwards  phosphate 
of  lime. 

When  an  abscess  forms  in  the  cancellated  structure,  a pe- 
culiar process  takes  place.  The  result  of  the  pressure  of  the 
abscess  is  to  cause  an  absorption  of  the  cancellated  structure, 
aud  in  this  way  the  space  for  the  increase  of  the  abscess  con- 
tinues to  be  enlarged.  At  the  time  that  there  is  an  inflam- 
matory action  existing  iu  the  medullary  membrane,  there  is 
a corresponding  degree  of  inflammation  going  on  in  the  |)eri- 
osteum,  which  causes  a bony  crust  to  be  deposited  on  the 
surface,  which  materially  increases  the  size  and  strength  of 
the  bone.  But  upon  that  part  of  the  bone  least  covered  by 
skin  and  muscles  there  is  an  ulcerative  process  going  on, 
which  overcomes  the  deposit  from  the  periosteum,  and  thus 
the  matter  is  evacuated.  In  this  way  it  often  happens  that 
there  is  little  of  the  original  bone  left,  but  the  weight  of  the 
body  is  principally  supported  by  the  new  shell  of  bone  which 
i.s  formed.  But  if  the  constitution  be  so  enfeebled  that  it 
cannot  deposit  a sufficient  quantity  of  bony  matter  externally, 
whilst  the  process  of  absorption  is  going  on  within,  then  the 
coats  of  the  bone  become  so  thin  that  the  bone  either  breaks 
or  cannot  support  the  superincumbent  pressure. 

The  best  treatment  to  pursue  in  this  stage  of  the  disease  is 
to  inject  the  interior  of  the  bone  with  the  muriatic  or  nitric 
acid  lotions,  the  latter  is  preferable,  and  at  the  snme  time 
insist  on  the  observance  of  rest.  Support  the  strength  of  the 
constitution,  and  avoid  all  those  causes  which  would  produce 
irritation,  cither  generally  or  locally. 

Abscesses  in  the  shell  of  the  hone  require  to  be  treated  in  the 
same  way,  and  their  process  of  re.storation  occurs  rather  quick- 
er than  when  the  ab.scess  is  seated  more  internally. 

The  portions  of  bone  thus  deprived  of  their  vitality  must 
separate,  and  this  exfoliation  of  bone  is  cither  external  or  in- 
ternal. When  the  periosteum  is  separated  to  any  extent  from 
the  surface  of  the  bone,  if  it  be  immediately  replaced,  it  will 
again  unite,  and  no  exfoliation  will  ensue.  But  if  it  be  al- 
lowed to  remain  detached  from  the  surface  of  the  bone  for 
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twenty-four  hours,  it  will  not  re-unite,  the  bone  dies,  and  is 
ultimately  separated.  The  dead  portion  appears  at  first  white, 
but  it  soon  becomes  black  from  the  hepatized  ammonia  formed 
during  the  putrefactive  process. 

The  separation  of  the  dead  from  the  living  portion  of  the 
bone  is  a tedious  process,  and  is  effected  by  the  action  of  the 
absorbents  on  the  surfaces  of  the  living  bone  removing  that 
part  which  is  in  absolute  contact  with  the  dead  bone ; a space 
is  thus  formed  into  which  granulations  can  rise.  When  these 
granulations  reach  the  dead  bone,  they  also  act  on  it,  and 
therefore  you  find  the  surface  rough  and  uneven  which  is  in 
contact  with  them,  whereas  the  external  surface  remains  per- 
fectly smooth. 

The  principles  which  are  to  guide  you  in  the  treatment  are 
these  ; — quicken  the  progress  of  the  granulations  a little,  and 
act  chemically  on  the  parts  by  the  acids,  and  that  acid  which 
I have  before  named  is  the  best.  The  quickest  exfoliation  of 
the  tibia  which  1 have  ever  known  was  accomplished  in  three 
months.  Most  generally,  however,  twelve  months  arc  neces- 
sary for  this  purpose,  and  it  will  very  often  require  two  years. 
But  this  depends  very  much  on  the  activity  of  the  constitu- 
tion. 

It  is  right,  if  we  wish  to  diminish  the  size  of  the  exfolia- 
tion, to  bind  it  upon  the  granulations,  which  will  absorb  a 
part  of  it ; according  to  experiments  made  by  Sir  Win.  Blizard 
on  this  subject. 

Internal  exfoliation  is  also  a very  singular  progress.  A man 
who  is  losing  two-thirds  of  his  tibia  is  walking  about  during 
the  period  in  which  it  is  separating.  This  process  I have  al- 
ready described  to  you  w'hen  speaking  of  medullary  abscess. 
In  the  treatment  of  this  disease,  I should  say  much  might  be 
done  to  assist  the  efforts  of  nature.  As  soon  as  the  bones 
become  loosened,  which  you  may  easily  know  by  passing  a 
probe  into  the  wound,  what  I should  advise  you  to  do  is  this  ; 
take  away  a portion  of  the  new  bone,  so  as  to  admit  of  your 
sawing  the  old  bone  into  two  portions,  and  then  draw  them 
out.  After  amputation  in  full  health  there  is  often  necrosis 
taking  place  on  the  end  of  the  bone  forming  the  stump.  It 
happens  because  the  bone  is  exceedingly  loaded  with  phos- 
phate of  lime  at  the  time  of  the  operation  ; but  if  a man  be 
previously  reduced  by  di.sease,  a thin  shell  of  bone  only  re- 
mains, and  the  blood-vessels  have  a much  more  free  action  on 
the  bone. 

Exostosis  is  of  two  kinds,  cartilaginous  and  fungous.  'I'he 
cartilaginous  contains  only  a very  small  quantity  of  the  phos- 
phate of  lime,  and  grows  originally  from  the  inner  surface  of 
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the  periosteum,  and  spiculae  of  bone  afterwards  shoot  into  it. 
The  fungous  exostosis  is  rather  a nest  of  bone  enveloping  the 
fungus  than  constituting  the  fungus  itself.  It  grows  from  the 
medullary  membrane.  In  the  treatment  of  the  fungous  exos- 
tosis nothing  can  be  done  but  to  palliate ; the  growth  will 
proceed  in  spite  of  local  and  constitutional  remedies.  Where 
the  exostosis  are  cartilaginous,  growing  from  the  periosteum, 
they  cease  to  increase  beyond  a certain  extent,  and  usually 
form  at  the  insertion  of  tendons  into  bone,  as  at  the  insertion 
of  the  triceps  abductor  magnus.  You  should  make  an  inci- 
sion through  the  integuments,  cut  through  the  muscle  in  the 
direction  of  its  fibres,  and  having  reached  the  top  of  the  ex- 
ostosis, you  find  the  knife  easily  sinks  into  it,  from  it  being 
still  partly  cartilaginous.  Then  slit  down  the  muscle  on  each 
side,  and  apply  the  circular  saw,  invented  by  Mr.  Machim, 
which  is  worked  by  a w'inch  in  the  handle.  When  the  exos- 
tosis arises  from  the  cancellated  structure  of  the  flat  bones, 
an  idea  suggested  itself  to  me  that  it  might  be  removed  in 
the  following  way  ; by  making  an  incision  through  the  peri- 
osteum covering  the  tumour,  and  then  separate  it  further  with 
the  handle  of  the  knife  on  each  side,  the  exostosis  is  gradu- 
ally discharged  by  a suppurative  process.  But  do  not  attempt 
this  where  the  exostosis  is  excessively  large  ; but  it  may  be 
done  with  safety  if  it  be  not  more  than  three  or  four  inches 
in  circumference. 

MoUites  ossium  is  an  affection  of  which  we  know  very 
little.  There  appears  to  he  a defect  in  the  assimilating 
])owers  of  the  system,  whereby  the  proper  portion  of  phos- 
phate of  lime  is  not  deposited  ; whereas,  in  rickets,  there 
is  an  excess  of  cartilaginous  material.  What  is  often  called 
mollites  ossium,  is  only  rickets,  and  should  be  treated  accord- 
ingly. 

Of  Fmpotencf,. 

Although  this  affection  has  been  arranged  in  the  syllabus 
with  the  sequelae  of  gonorrhoea,  yet  I consider  it  a point  of 
importance  for  you  to  become  acquainted  with,  and  shall 
speak  therefore  of  the  causes  usually  producing  it.  There 
are  several  causes  which  produce  a destruction  of  the  virile 
power.  These  may  sometimes  be  traced  to  a peculiar  slug- 
gishness of  constitution,  to  a general  toipor  of  the  procrea- 
tive system,  on  which  the  usually  attractive  animal  affinities 
exert  no  influence.  I’o  such  persons  a Venus  might  display 
her  charms,  and  on  such  her  son  might  exhaust  his  quiver 
in  vain.  No  genial  spring  is  here,  no  blooming  summer  or 
fruitful  autumn,  but  all  is  winter — a dreary,  desolate,  and 
barren  winter — in  which  the  springs  of  life  are  frozen  up. 
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and  the  animal  propensities  destroyed.  Some  men  arc  so 
constituted  that  tliey  may  be  said  never  to  possess  a venereal 
stimulus,  and  some  of  the  otlier  sex  are  equally  frigid.  J knew 
a person  who  remained  unwarmed  by  the  flame  from  the  hy- 
meneal altar  for  seven  years,  and  who  was  incapable  of  per- 
forming the  duties  which  devolved  on  him. 

Gentlemen,  it  is  likely  you  may  hereafter  be  consulted  on 
these  subjects  ; but  these  are  some  of  the  arcana  of  the  pro- 
fession into  which  you  will  not  readily  be  admitted.  No,  it 
is  not  until  you  liavc  contended  long  with  popular  prejudices 
that  you  will  be  made  acquainted  with  sneh  important  secrets. 
Wlien  forty  years  of  practice,  or  perhaps  more,  shall  have 
rolled  over  you,  when  you  shall  have  the  snow  on  the  tops  of 
the  mountains,  (here  the  esteemed  professor,  with  great  good 
humour,  passed  his  liand  through  the  white  locks  which 
grace  a well-formed  front),  then  it  is,  and  not  till  then,  that 
you  will  be  required  to  give  your  opinion  on  such  weighty 
matters ! (A  laugh).  When  consulted  by  persons  about  to 
enter  the  marriage  state,  you  should  ask,  if  they  iiave  any  de- 
velopment of  sexual  power  in  the  morning,  and  if  they  have, 
depend  on  it  they  will  not  be  deficient  in  energy  in  the  after 
part  of  the  day.  But,  if  otherwise,  advise  them  by  no  means 
to  marry. 

Another  cause  which  might  produce  the  calamity  we  are 
now  considering,  an  excessive  irritability  of  the  vesicula  semi- 
nales,  which  produces  a premature  expulsion  of  the  seminal 
fluid,  and  this  is  almost  as  bad  as  the  former  cause.  Some- 
times it  is  the  result  of  debauchery,  but  most  frequently  it  oc- 
curs in  irritable  and  delicate  young  men  ; in  such  cases  we 
have  to  support  the  constitution  by  a generous  diet  and  bark, 
giving  at  the  same  time  opium  to  allay  the  irritability.  In 
addition  to  which  let  the  person  stand  over  a large  pan  of  cold 
water,  and  dash  it  over  the  genitals  two  or  three  times  in  the 
day.  Turpentine  and  rhubarb  are  sometimes  given,  but  I am 
not  sure  that  they  do  any  good. 

Another  cause  of  impotence  is,  the  frequency  of  nocturnal 
emissions,  and  this  is  most  commonly  the  case  with  young 
people.  ^ It  is  frequently  the  effect  of  bad  habits  at  school,  and 
it  occasions  a great  degree  of  anxiety.  We  must  try  to  lessen 
this,  by  representing  to  the  party,  that  it  is  an  occurrence 
which  frequently  happens  to  persons  in  a state  of  health  every 
nine  days  or  a fortnight ; although  in  the  patient’s  case  it  may 
happen  two  or  three  times  during  the  night.  The  treatment 
of  this  species  will  be  very  much  as  the  preceding. 

Sometimes  it  arises  from  a wasting  of  the  testicle,  or  from 
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an  abscess  of  this  gland  producing  absorption  of  its  structure. 
The  removal  of  one  testicle  does  not  destroy,  neither  does  it 
seriously  impair  the  generative  power.  The  removal  of  both 
however,  emasculates  ; there  is  an  opinion  to  the  contrary, 
but  it  i.s  an  erroneous  one ; this  loss  of  power  does  not 
happen  at  once,  the  secretion  of  the  semen  continues  for  a 
short  time,  and  the  inclination  and  the  power  remain  ; but 
gradually  the  desire,  and  afterwards  the  power  is  extin- 
guished. 

Impotence  sometimes  arises  from  the  testicles  not  having 
descended.  Mr.  Hunter  has  said,  that  the  testicles,  when 
confined  in  the  abdomen,  do  not  exercise  their  functions. 
This  is  the  case  when  the  testicle  is  pressed  upon  a conge- 
nital hernia,  when  in  the  inguinal  canal.  But  in  the  case  of 
an  apprentice  of  mine,  who  shot  himself  because  his  testicles 
had  not  descended,  the  secretory  ducts  were  found  full  of 
semen.  Impotence  sometimes  arises  from  the  state  of  mind, 
generally  from  too  great  an  impetuosity  and  eagerness  to  co- 
habit. A gentleman,  for  example,  is  recently  married,  and 
if  not  able  to  perform  his  wishes — in  two  or  three  days  he  is 
very  full  of  anxiety,  and  the  imbecility  is  considered  by  him 
to  be  permanent.  When  consulted  by  such  a person  you 
must  not  try  to  laugh  him  out  of  it,  but  tell  him  that  it  is  not 
uncommon,  but  that  it  is  necessary  that  he  should  promise 
you  to  abstain  from  the  attempt  for  three  or  four  days,  or 
nntil  he  has  taken  all  the  pills  which  you  will  give  him. 
These  may  be  made  of  some  harmless  material,  and  that  if  he 
will  observe  what  he  has  promised,  he  is  sure  to  get  quite 
well.  He  takes  two  or  three  pills,  but  the  very  promise  he  has 
made,  and  the  impression  made  on  his  mind  by  the  promise, 
induces  him  to  do  the  very  contrary,  and  it  seldom  happens 
that  he  can  return  with  any  complaint. 

On  Burns  and  Scalds. 

Burns  and  scalds  produce  three  dilfei  ent  elTects,  vesication, 
desquamation,  and  gangrene.  If  called  in  when  n vesicaiion 
only  is  produced,  there  is  no  danger,  although  the  vesicles  be 
numerous  and  extensive.  The  object  is  to  preserve  them 
from  bursting,  and  therefore  do  not  open  them  on  any  ac- 
count, but  allow  the  .serum  to  accumulate  in  them  until  a new 
cuticle  is  produced;  the  serum  escapes,  and  there  is  no  fur- 
ther mischief.  But  if  you  open  them,  there  is  a constitutional 
effort  produced,  which  is  followed  by  considerable  inflamma- 
tion, and  sometimes  by  suppuration,  and  the  sufferings  of  the 
patient  are  very  great.  All  you  have  to  do  is  to  appiy  eva- 
porating lotions,  as  the  camphorated  .spirits  of  wine,  or  spirits 
of  wine  and  the  lolio  alba,  to  prevent  the  disposition  which 


636 


ON  BURNS  AND  SCALDS. 


there  is  in  the  cuticle  to  break.  A little  opium  should  also 
be  given  to  allay  the  irritability. 

But  when  the  second  effect  1 have  spoken  of  is  produced, 
when  the  burn  is  severe  enough  to  separate  the  cuticle  from 
the  surface  of  the  body,  the  most  violent  symptoms  arise ; as 
when  a person  falls  into  boiling  water  or  wort.  The  expo- 
sure of  so  large  a quantity  of  cutis  produces  a great  constitu- 
tional effort  in  the  re-action  that  takes  place ; but  sometimes 
a person  dies  from  the  shock  made  on  the  nervous  system, 
without  any  re-action  having  taken  place.  A child  spilt  some 
tea,  which  ran  over  his  chest  and  abdomen,  and  he  died  in 
three  days;  therefore,  the  desquamation  of  the  cuticle  is  the 
worst  form  of  injury,  from  leaving  the  cutis  unprotected. 
The  spirits  of  turpentine  is  the  best  application  in  this  form  of 
burn;  as  the  object  is  to  excite  a speedy  re-action ; and  if 
you  apply  evaporating  lotions,  re-action  can  never  take  place. 
Lime-water  and  oil,  and  lime-wnter  and  milk,  have  been  com- 
monly used  ; but  the  spirits  of  turpentine  is  the  best  appli- 
cation. Where  the  constitution  is  irritable,  and  it  gives 
violent  pain,  dilute  it  with  oil,  or  with  the  oil  and  lime-water, 
and  I think  it  would  then  form  a very  good  application.  Give 
opium  aud  wine  as  long  as  the  chilly  state  continues  ; but  as 
soon  as  the  heat  is  developed,  and  the  pulse  has  recovered  its 
power,  do  not  continue  it  any  longer,  but  employ  other  means 
to  reduce  the  inflammation  when  necessary.  Turpentine 
does  not  succeed  where  the  scald  is  produced  by  hydrogen, 
or  carbonated  hydrogen  gas,  so  well  in  London  as  in  the 
country. 

The  third  state  is  where  the  life  of  the  skin  is  destroyed  to 
a great  extent.  There  is  no  immediate  danger,  for  the  con- 
stitution does  not  suffer  in  the  first  instance.  The  danger  is 
to  be  apprehended  when  the  sphacelated  part  begins  to  sepa- 
rate. The  absorbents  act  briskly,  and  a great  discharge  fol- 
lows the  separation  of  the  part.  Fomentations  and  poultices 
are  most  useful  in  these  cases,  as  the  turpentine  cannot  act 
on  the  dead  surfaces.  It  is  necessary  to  give  wine  and  opium, 
as  in  the  former  case,  during  the  chilly  state.  The  treatment 
is  just  the  same  indeed,  as  in  a case  of  common  gangrene  ; 
and  toward  the  end,  when  the  process  of  suppuration  is  com- 
mencing, you  may  give  wine  and  opium,  or  ammonia,  to 
support  the  constitution. 

These  cases  produce  the  most  remarkable  deformities, 
these  are  not  unfrequently  the  result  of  the  surgeon’s  treat- 
ment, as  they  occur  in  a great  measure  after  the  cicatrization 
has  been  completed.  They  are  owing  to  the  natural  tendency 
which  there  is  in  the  cicatrix  to  contract.  The  wounds  often 
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heal  smoothly,  but  afterwards  become  puckered.  These  con- 
tractions are  apt  especially  to  occur  in  the  n^ck,  by  which  the 
skin  is  united  to  the  chest ; and  if  the  arm  be  the  part  burnt, 
the  fore-arm  becomes  united  to  the  upper-arm.  The  fingers 
become  united  to  each  other,  and  the  thumb  is  sometimes 
bent  very  much  backwards.  This  contraction  may  be  pre- 
vented in  the  arm  by  passing  a splint  behind  the  arm,  and 
keeping  the  arm  extended  on  it.  The  same  rule  should  be 
attended  to,  if  there  be  any  danger  of  the  thigh  uniting  to 
the  abdomen.  You  should  pass  a splint  behind  the  thigh, 
and  keep  the  thigh  extended  on  it,  and  the  contraction  will 
be  prevented.  But  as  to  the  neck,  do  all  you  can  by  binding 
the  head  back,  or  to  either  side,  yet  still  the  contractions 
take  place.  When  the  cuticle  is  removed,  and  the  cutis  is  in 
a -granulating  state,  you  may  produce  cuticle  over  it  very 
quickly  by  using  the  acetate  of  zinc  wash,  made  by  putting  the 
two  grains  of  the  sulphate  of  zinc  to  one  ounce  of  the  liquor 
plumbi  subacetatis  dilutus.  This  object  is  sometimes  well  ac- 
complished by  sprinkling  the  granulations  with  the  oxide  of 
zinc.  But  tire  lotion  appears  to  me  to  be  the  best.  Some 
lint  should  be  dipped  in  the  lotion,  and  laid  on  the  wound  ; 
over  this  some  folded  linen  should  be  placed,  and  over  the 
whole  a piece  of  oiled  silk,  to  prevent  evaporation. 
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